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REMARKS  ON  OSTEO-ANEURISM, 

WITH  A  CASE  INVOLVING  THE  CONDYLES  OK  THE  LEFT  FEMUR 
[Illustrated  by  two  plates.] 

By  J.  M.  Caunochan,  M.  D. — Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Opera- 
tions of  Surgery  in  the  New-  York  Medical  College,  Surgeon  to  the 
Emigrants'1  State  Hospital,  Opthalmic  Surgeon  to  the  same  Insti- 
tution, <Lx. 

The  pathological  condition  met  with,  at  times,  in  certain  portions 
of  the  osseous  system,  under  the  name  of  Osteo-aneurism,  has  as  yet 
received  but  little  notice  from  surgical  writers  in  this  country.  As 
generally  it  involves  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  extremities  of 
the  long  bones,  and  even  encroaches,  at  the  early  period  of  its  deve- 
lopement,  upon  the  contiguous  articulation,  the  diagnosis  may  be 
found  embarrassing,  and  the  disease  mistaken  for  some  of  the  other 
diseases  of  the  joints,  attended  with  abnormal  enlargement  and  a  mor- 
bid condition  of  the  articular  surfaces.  The  case  related  below,  and 
from  which  the  accompanying  drawings  were  taken,  passed  into  my 
hands  after  having  been  pronounced  a  strumous  affection  of  the  knee 
joint  by  very  good  surgical  authority ;  and  it  was  only  after  several 
careful  examinations,  that  the  pulsative  and  aneurismatic  character 
of  the  tumor  was  detected. 

The  first  description  of  this  disease  dates  no  farther  back  than  the 
close  of  the  last  century,  when  Pearson,  of  England,  in  1790,  and  Scar- 
pa, in  1792,  reported  each  a  case  of  this  disease  of  the  osseous  tissue. 
More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  elapsed  before  any  new  facts  were 
recorded;  and  it  was  not  until  the  year  182G  that  science  was  again 
enriched  by  the  observations  of  Dupuytren,  Lallemand,  and  Breschet, 
on  the  pulsatory  tumors  of  the  bones.  More  recently,  cases  of  pul- 
sative tumors  of  the  bone  have  been  furnished,  principally  by  M.  M. 
Roux  and  Velpeau,  of  France,  and  by  Listen  and  Handyside,  of  Scot- 
land ;  but  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  descriptions  of  some  of  these 
cases,  that  they  were  not  strictly  cases  of  Osteo-aneurism. 

The  distinctive  feature  of  true  Osteo-aneurism,  or  aneurism  of 
bone,  appears  to  be  the  existence  of  a  pulsatory  tumor,  formed  by  an 
osseous  shell,  the  cavity  of  which  contains  blood  or  coagula,  and  com- 
municates with  the  interior  of  the  arteries  of  the  bone. 

There  are  other  tumors  of  bone  which  present  pulsations,  and  are 
of  a  sanguineo-fungoid  composition  ;  but  they  are  malignant,  and  are  to 
be  classed  as  medullary  or  encephaloid  cancers.  There  may,  also,  exist 
tumors  of  bone  where  the  osseous  tissue  has  expanded  into  a  cyst, 
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containing  a  scro-sanguinolent  fluid,  but  having  no  pulsation  and  no 
direct  communication  with  the  arteries  of  the  bone. 

A  perusal  of  the  cases  of  pulsative  tumor  of  bone,  recorded  by 
surgical  writers,  would  induce  the  belief  that  the  true  Osteo-aneurism, 
disconnected  with  other  disease,  is  rarely  to  be  met  with;  but  it  is 
probable  that  in  many  cases  the  tumor  has  commenced  as  Osteo-an- 
eurism, and  that  the  encephaloid  degenerescence  becomes  superadded 
to  the  original  disease,  during  its  progress. 

The  medullary,  or  encephaloid  tumor  of  bone  should  be  regarded  as 
a  distinct  pathological  condition  from  true  Osteo-aneurism;  the  former 
being  invariably  malignant  in  its  character  and  progress,  and  the  lat- 
ter being  by  no  means  necessarily  so.  The  pathological  characteris- 
tics made  manifest  upon  examination,  after  removal  of  some  of  these 
pulsative  tumors,  and  the  influence  of  the  application  of  a  ligature  up- 
on the  principal  artery  of  the  limb,  in  causing  the  disappearance  of 
the  tumor,  will  not  allow  us  to  doubt  that  Osteo-aneurism  may  exist 
simply  as  such,  and  be  unaccompanied  by  any  malignant  degeneres- 
cence, as  a  complication.  The  morbid  appearances  of  the  tumor  re- 
presented by  the  accompanying  plate,  and  of  which  a  detailed  history 
is  subjoined,  furnish  an  example  of  true  Osteo-aneurism ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  tumor  was  formed  of  an  osseous  shell,  the  cavity  of  which 
was  filled  with  fibrinous  coagula ;  and  the  enlargement  was  not  accom- 
panied by  any  cancerous  structure.  I  will  here  remark  that  the  dis- 
eased part,  after  removal,  was  examined  by  the  microscope,  by  which 
my  opinion  was  confirmed-  The  entire  recovery  and  present  good 
health  of  the  patient,  and  the  total  absence  of  anything  like  ma- 
lignant cachexia,  also  corroborate  the  view  that  the  morbid  struc- 
ture, of  which  the  tumor  was  composed,  was  not  of  a  malignant 
character. 

It  is  to  Scarpa  that  we  arc  chiefly  indebted  for  the  facts  thus  far 
known  in  relation  to  the  morbid  anatomy  of  Osteo-aneurismatic  tu- 
mors. Whatever  may  be  the  elementary  lesion  of  tissue  in  this  dis- 
ease ;  whether  it  be  of  a  character  analogous  to  the  erectile  tumor  of 
the  soft  tissues,  or  whether  the  incipient  change  of  structure  be  de- 
pendant upon  a  degeneration  and  dilatation  of  the  coats  of  the  smaller 
arterial  tubes  by  which  the  spongy  portions  of  the  bone  are  nourished, 
it  is  to  a  certain  degree  established  that  these  tumors  of  bone  invari- 
ably originate  in  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  osseous  system,  and 
most  commonly  in  the  tibia,  at  its  upper  extremity,  and  next,  in  the 
condyles  of  the  femur.  The  diploc  of  the  flat  bones  of  the  cranium 
would  also  seem,  at  times,  to  afford  a  nidus  for  the  development 
of  the  pulsative  osseous  tumor,  and  even  the  cancellous  struc- 
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ture  of  the  scapula  has  boon  found  to  be  the  original  seat  of  the 
disease.  • 

The  disease  once  developed,  a  cavity  is  funned  in  the  interior  of 
the  bone,  at  the  expense  of  the  cancellous  structure,  and  this  appa- 
rent loss  of  substance  continues  as  the  disease  advances,  until  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  bone  becomes  enlarged  and  expanded  into  a  lamniated 
shell.  This  bony  cyst,  presenting  on  its  external  surface,  upon  manu- 
al examination,  irregularities  and  depressions,  will  become  so  thin 
as  to  be  flexible  and  clastic  under  pressure,  affording  to  the  fingers  a 
sensation  of  crackling  or  crepitus.  ;As  the  tumor  enlarges,  the  osseous 
wall  may  be  destroyed,  at  certain  points,  by  absorption  ;  the  interven- 
ing spaces,  previously  occupied  by  the  lamcllated  bone,  being  then 
replaced  by  thickened  periosteum  and  the  super-imposed  tissues.  In 
some  instances,  the  destruction  of  the  cancelli  is  so  great  that  a  trifling 
force  will  be  sufficient  to  separate  the  entire  articular  extremity  of  the 
bone  from  its  shaft.  This  was  the  case  with  the  condyles  of  the  femur 
represented  in  the  drawing,  [vide  plate  No.  I.]  On  the  external  surface 
of  the  sac,  the  periosteum  is  found  thickened,  and  the  articular  arteries 
are  seen  enlarged  and  creeping  over  the  tumor ;  some  of  them  perfo- 
rating its  wall.  The  inner  surface  is  irregular,  unequal  and  rough, 
presenting  at  points,  where  the  arteries  have  been  injected,  the  open 
orifices  of  the  arterial  vessels.  The  interior  of  the  sac,  as  related  by 
Scarpa,  presented  in  one  instance  clots  of  blood  and  strata  of  coagu- 
lated fibrin,  similar  in  appearance  to  the  contents  of  a  sac  of  a  true 
arterial  aneurism.  The  principal  arterial  trunk  is  not  implicated  in 
the  disease ;  but  according  to  the  last  named  authority,  the  vessels 
which  enter  into  the  cancellated  tissue  of  the  bone  are  enlarged,  and 
terminate  abruptly  by  open  mouths,  upon  the  inner  wall  of  the  aneu- 
rismatic  sac.  The  contiguous  articulation  is  not  invaded  by  the  growth 
of  the  tumor ;  the  articular  cartilage  and  synovial  membrane  main- 
taining their  integrity,  even  where  the  osseous  tissue  has  disappeared, 
down  to  the  cartilage. 

The  development  of  Osteo-aneurism  is  generally  preceded  by  the 
presence  of  pain,  more  or  less  severe.  The  pain  may  be  slight  and 
gradually  supervening,  occurring  at  intervals  during  a  certain  period 
of  time,  and  then  remaining  continuous  and  severe;  or  it  may  sudden- 
ly attack  the  part  during  some  accidental  motion ;  being  then  ushered 
in  by  a  sensation  of  crepitus  about  the  neighboring  joint,  and  causing 
much  suffering  from  its  first  accession.  Within  two  or  three  months 
from  the  accession  of  the  pain,  evidences  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
bone,  at  the  seat  of  the  disease,  begin  to  show  themselves ;  and  in  a 
short  time  the  tumor  increases  so  as  to  encroach  upon  the  adjoining 
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articulation,  and  to  present  to  the  inexperienced,  characters  similar  to 
those  of  strumous  engorgement  of  the  joint.  When  the  extremities 
of  the  long  bones  are  affected,  the  tumor  projects  generally  upon  one 
side  of  the  articulation;  the  projection  not  being  abrupt,  but  gradual. 
The  super-imposed  skin  retains  for  a  time  its  natural  color  and 
appearance ;  but  in  the  progress  of  the  disease  it  acquires  a  redish 
tint  and  seems  to  be  more  tense.  The  veins  in  the  subcutaneous 
cellular  tissue  appear  to  be  distended  and  are  seen  creeping  over 
the  surface  of  the  tumor,  which  now  assumes  the  suspicious  aspect 
of  a  malignant  growth.  The  tumor,  at  different  parts,  gives  evi- 
dence of  varying  consistence. ;  the  most  prominent  parts  convey  to 
the  ringers  the  sensation  of  elasticity  and  fluctuation,  while  resistance, 
and  hardness  become  more  apparent  as  the  examination  is  extended 
towards  the  base  of  the  enlargement ;  by  pressure  upon  some  parts  of 
the  tumor,  a  kind  of  crepitus  is  distinctly  felt,  as  if  the  osseous  shell 
had  become  thinned  down  and  ci-acked  into  contiguous  fragments ; 
lastly,  the  limits  of  the  tumor  are  not  distinctly  marked,  the  base  ap- 
pearing to  merge  gradually  into  the  surrounding  healthy  structures. 

In  addition  to  these  external  characteristics,  the  tumor  is  accompani- 
ed by  aneurismatic  signs,  from  which  it  has  received  its  distinctive  ap- 
pellation. As  in  aneurism  of  the  large  arterial  trunks,  there  is  evi- 
dent pulsation,  synchronous  with  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  marked 
by  the  expansive  dilatation  peculiar  to  aneurismal  pulsation ;  and  the 
pulsation  also  ceases,  when  the  circulation  through  the  principal  arte- 
rial trunk  is  interrupted  by  pressure,  and  re-appears  when  the  pressure 
is  withdrawn.  During  the  pressure  on  the  artery,  the  tumor  becomes 
somewhat  more  flaccid  and  soft ;  and  by  examination  with  the  Angers, 
the  depression  or  excavation  in  the  bone  can  then  be,  in  certain  cases, 
more  or  less  distinctly  perceived.  It  has  been  said  that  the  pulsations, 
although  synchronous  with  the  systole  of  the  heart,  may  not  be  ac- 
companied with  any  bruit  de  soujjlet ;  but  in  the  case  here  related,  the 
bruit  de  souffiet  was  distinctly  audible. 

By  degrees  the  function  of  the  contiguous  joint  becomes  impeded, 
and  after  a  time  entire  extension  becomes  impossible.  If  it  be  the 
femoro-tibial  articulation  that  is  affected,  the  limb  assumes  a  sem'- 
flexed  position,  similar  to  that  represented  in  plate  No.  II.  As  the  tu- 
mor grows  and  acquires  farther  developcincnt,  the  pain  becomes  more 
and  more  aggravated  and  lancinating.  At  this  stage  the  patient  may 
demand  amputation  as  a  relief  from  the  excruciating  torture  he  en- 
dures. 

The  march  of  Ostco-aneurism  is  not  rapid  in  its  course ;  it  may  be 
present  for  one  or  two  years,  during  which  the  tumor  slowly  increases 
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in  size,  without  marked  constitutional  sympathy.  The  termination  of 
the  disease,  most  likely,  if  left  to  pursue  its  course,  would  be  to  ulcer- 
ate at  some  point  and  to  burst,  the  laceration  of  the  sac  being  accom- 
panied by  profuse  and  exhausting  hemorrhage.  Various  kinds  of 
treatment  are  resorted  to,  but  they  generally  prove  unavailing ;  and 
it  is  generally  cut  short  by  amputation  and  cure,  or  by  death,  caused 
by  consecutive  accidents  and  subsequent  complications. 

Pathological  researches  induce  the  belief  that  the  proximate  cause 
of  Osteo-aneurism,  or  the  initiatory  morbid  changes  of  structure  which 
accompany  its  commencement,  are  to  be  looked  for  in  the  vascular 
tissue  of  the  bone.  Whether  this  be  a  dilatation  of  the  smaller  ar- 
terial tubes,  or  an  erectile  developement  of  the  vessels  of  the  osseous 
cancelli,  have  been  controverted  questions.  My  own  opinion  is,  that 
the  elemental  lesion  consists  in  an  earthy  calcareous  and  atheroma- 
tous degeneration  of  the  tunics  of  all  the  arteries,  by  which  the  can- 
celli of  the  bone,  at  the  seat  of  the  disease,  are  supplied.  It  is  difficult, 
otherwise,  to  account  for  the  abrupt  termination  of  the  vessels  of  the 
bone  by  open  mouths  upon  the  inner  wall  of  the  sac,  for  the  definite 
character  of  the  excavation  of  the  bone,  or  for  the  fibrinous  character 
of  the  contents  found  in  it. 

The  remote  cause  of  the  tumor  is  generally  reported  by  the  pa- 
tient to  be  some  antecedent  injury  received  from  a  fall  or  sprain,  or 
to  some  such  accidental  or  sudden  violence. 

The  diagnosis  of  an  Osteo-aneurismatic  tumor,  especially  in  its  in- 
cipient stage,  is  often  involved  in  obscurity.  If  there  be  a  combina- 
tion of  encephaloid  degenerescence  with  the  aneurism,  it  may  be  im- 
possible to  detect  its  presence  until  after  the  removal  of  the  mor- 
bid growth  from  the  living  body.  Osteo-aneurism,  in  certain  lo- 
calities, may  be  mistaken  for  aneurism';  of  one  of  the  large  arterial 
trunks;  for  Osteo-cephaloma  or  the  encephaloid  cancer  of  bone, 
when  accompanied  with  pulsation  ;  for  strumous  engorgement  of  the 
neighboring  articulation,  or  for  the  encysted  tumor  of  bone.  When 
osseous  aneurism  is  seated  near  a  large  artery,  as  for  example,  when 
the  condyles  of  the  femur  are  thus  diseased,  much  embarrassment 
may  occur  in  determining  whether  the  pulsatory  tumor  may  not  be 
the  result  of  an  enlargement  of  the  popliteal  artery.  The  characteris- 
tic differential  traits  will  be  the  sensation  of  crepitation,  imparted  to  the 
fingers  when  pressing  upon  some  points  of  the  surface  of  the  osseous 
sac  of  an  Osteo-aneurism ;  the  structure  of  the  tumor,  relatively  to 
the  course  of  the  artery ;  the  shape  of  the  tumor  and  its  apparent  con- 
tinuity with  the  surrounding  structures  and  the  subjacent  bone  ;  its 
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'entire  immobility,  while  ordinary  aneurism  is  more  or  less  moveable  ; 
and  lastly,  the  excavation  or  loss  of  substance  of  the  bone,  which,  to- 
gether with  an  abrupt  bony  margin,  can  be  felt,  by  pressing  for  some 
time  upon  the  tumor.  It  has  been  said,  in  cancerous  pulsatory  tumor 
of  bone,  auscultation  will  discover  the  bruit  de  soufflet,  which  is  ab- 
sent in  true  Osteo-aneurism ;  but  this  diagnostic  mark  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted as  invariable  or  certain,  for  in  the  case  here  recorded,  the  bruit 
de  soufflet  was  distinctly  heard  over  the  greater  part  of  the  tumor,  by 
myself,  and  rdso  by  my  colleagues,  Drs.  Henry  Cox,  MacNeven, 
and  Ford. 

Osteo-aneurism  and  the  encephaloid  tumor  of  bone  have  many 
symptoms  or  signs  in  common;  both  may  be  attended  with  expansive 
pulsation,  crepitation,  elasticity  and  lancinating  pain.  The  greater  re- 
duction of  the  tumor,  when  compression  is  applied  upon  the  large  ar- 
terial trunk  by  which  it  is  supplied,  the  more  distinct  saccular  forma- 
tion of  the  osseous  cyst,  the  entrance  into  the  sac,  by  open  mouths,  of 
numerous  small  arterial  tubes,  upon  its  inner  wall,  the  microscopic 
character  of  the  contents  of  the  sac,  showing  them  to  be  fibrinous  de- 
posit and  coagula  of  blood,  and  lastly,  the  passage  into  the  interior  of 
the  sac,  of  coarse  injection  or  wax  injected  into  the  arterial  trunk,  are 
the  chief  signs  which  distinguish  Osteo-aneurism  from  the  encepha- 
loid tumor  of  bone. 

As  regards  strumous  engorgement  of  the  joint,  the  absence  of  pul- 
sation, the  more  general  tumefaction  of  the  joint,  and  the  history  of 
the  growth  of  the  tumor,  are  signs  sufficiently  distinct  to  prevent  the 
observer  from  confounding  the  disease  with  Osteo-aneurism. 

The  encysted  tumor  of  bone  is  so  very  different  in  its  symptoms 
Com  Osteo-aneurism,  that  it  is  not  allowable  to  suppose  that  in  any 
case  one  disease  can  be  mistaken  for  the  other. 

The  existence  of  an  Osteo-aneurism  once  discovei-ed,  the  surgeon  is 
warned  that  he  has  to  contend  with  a  disease  of  a  very  serious  charac- 
ter. Its  tendency,  when  unimpeded,  is  to  destroy  the  cancellated  struc- 
ture of  the  entire  extremity  of  the  bone  where  it  commenced ;  so  much 
so,  that  in  the  long  bones,  the  epiphysis  may  become  completely  de- 
tached from  the  more  solid  structure  of  the  shaft.  Pressure  and  topi. 
eaJ  applications  are  unavailing  and  the^ligature  of  the  principal  artery 
of  the  limb,  as  appears  from  recorded  cases,  is  a  proceeding  of  doubt- 
ful efficacy ;  in  fact,  except  in  the  incipient  stage,  amputation  is  al- 
most the  only  remedy  by  which  the  life  of  the  patient  may  be  saved. 

The  analogies  between  ordinary  aneurism  and  Osteo-aneurism,  that 
is  to  say,  the  pulsation  attendant  upon  both  forms  of  tumor  and  some 
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other  characteristics,  naturally  suggested  the  idea  that  the  interrup- 
tion to  the  circulation,  above  the  seat  of  the  disease,  by  ligature  or 
by  compression,  might  prove  as  successful  in  one  disease  as  it  was 
known  to  be  in  the  other ;  but  in  practice,  the  ligature  of  the  principal 
artery,  above  the  seat  of  the  disease,  has  not  been  entirely  successful. 
In  1819  Dupuytren,  acceding  to  the  doctrine  of  Breschet,  that  Osteo- 
aneurism  was  formed  by  an  erectile  tissue,  for  the  first  time,  applied 
the  ligature  upon  the  artery,  above  the  seat  of  the  disease.  Since  that, 
time  we  have  the  records  of  four  cases,  treated  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple ;  one  related  by  Lallemand,  two  by  M.  Roux,  of  Paris,  and  one  by 
M.  Nelaton.  These  five  cases  comprise  all  that  arc  known,  where  the 
ligature  has  been  applied  upon  the  cardiac  principle,  for  real  Osteo- 
aneurism.  In  other  instances  of  pulsatory  tumor,  where  resort  was 
had  to  the  ligature,  it  was  ascertained  by  the  progress  of  the  disease 
and  by  the  morbid  appearances  upon  examination,  that  the  supposed 
Osteo-aneurism  was,  in  fact,  an  encephaloid  degenerescence  of  the  osse- 
ous tissue.  In  the  case  described  in  this  paper,  the  trial  of  the  liga- 
ture was  made  for  the  sixth  time. 

A  review  of  these  several  cases  will  show  that  the  efficacy  of  the 
ligature  as  a  remedy  for  this  disease  is  not  to  be  relied  upon.  In  the 
case  operated  on  by  Dupuytren,  pulsation  ceased  and  the  tumor  so  de- 
creased that  the  patient  was  declared  to  be  cured ;  but  after  a  time 
the  tumor  commenced  again  to  enlarge,  and  the  disease,  protracted 
during  a  period  of  nearly  six  years,  ultimately  required  amputation. 
In  one  of  the  cases  related  by  M.  Eoux,  where  the  aneurism  was  seated 
at  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  radius,  the  ligature  of  the  brachial  ar- 
tery was  unavailing,  and  amputation  was  afterwards  performed.  In 
the  other  case  related  by  that  surgeon,  and  also  in  the  case  related  by 
Lallemand,  the  cure  of  Osteo-aneurism  of  the  upper  extremity  of  the 
tibia,  by  tying  the  crural  artery,  is  claimed ;  but  as  reported,  these 
cases  were  observed  and  followed  for  only  a  few  months  after  the 
operations,'and  are  therefore  not  altogether  satisfactory,  as  regards 
the  affirmation  of  entire  cure.  The  report  of  the  case  in  which  M. 
Nelaton  tied  the  femoral  artery  for  Osteo-aneurism  of  the  inner  con- 
dyle of  the  femur,  is  not  complete ;  but  as  far  as  it  goes,  it  acknow- 
ledges that,  within  a  month  after  the  operation,  pulsation  had  returned 
and  the  tumor  was  not  decreasing.  The  use  of  the  ligature,  however, 
is  expedient,  especially  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease.  Its  applica- 
tion is  attended  with  but  little  danger  to  the  patient,  and  if  successful, 
saves  him  from  a  severe  mutilation. 

When  the  diagnosis  is  ascertained,  before  the  disease  has  made 
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much  progress,  and  the  osseous  tissue  has  not  become  extensively  in- 
vaded, resection  of  the  articular  extremity  of  the  long  bones  is  at 
times  justifiable. 

In  the  advanced  stage  of  the  disease  amputation  remains  as  the 
only  remedy ;  then  the  osseous  sac  can  no  longer  be  obliterated  by 
the  interruption  of  the  circulation,  and  the  devastation  of  the  cancel- 
lated structure,  at  the  seat  of  the  disease,  becomes  too  great  to  admit 
of  resection  as  a  remedy. 


No.  II.— Showing  the  appearance  of  the  tumor,  its  projection  upon  the  inner  aspect  of  the 
knee,  and  the  position  of  the  limb  before  the  femoral  artery  was  tied. 
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Case. — Hannah  Martin,  oat.  35,  married,  a  native  of  England,  with 
dark  hair  and  complexion,  of  nervous  temperament  and  small  stature, 
was  admitted  into  the  Immigrants'  Hospital  on  the  13th  day  of  April, 
1852.  Sixteen  months  before  her  admission  she  had  received  a  se- 
vere injury  on  the  region  of  the  knee,  from  a  fall.  From  this,  in  a. 
few  weeks  she  entirely  recovered.  Eight  months  after  she  was  sud- 
denly attacked  by  uneasy  sensations  about  the  knee,  which  were  soon 
followed  by  severe  pain  and  by  slight  tumefaction.  She  had  applied 
for  relief  elsewhere,  and  had  been  treated  for  some  months  for  scro- 
fulous disease  of  the  knee-joint;  the  swelling,  meanwhile,  continued 
slowly  to  increase,  and  the  pain  became  more  aggravated.  Upon  ex- 
amining the  diseased  part,  at  the  date  of  her  admission,  a  tumor  pre- 
sented itself,  apparently  commencing  at  the  middle  of  the  lower  third 
of  the  femur,  and  extending  downward  in  front,  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  patella;  but  occupying  Chiefly  the  anterior  and  inner  aspect  of  the 
knee,  passing  downwards  and  backwards  toward  the  popliteal  region, 
and  forwards  and  outwards,  beyond  the  mesial  line,  anteriorly.  The 
patient  was  unable  to  walk,  and  the  leg  was  flexed  upon  the  thigh  at 
an  acute  angle,  with  entire  inability  to  extend  it.  There  was  always 
present  considerable  pain,  which  might  be  much  increased  by  pressure. 
Treatment  was  directed  towards  improvement  of  the  general  health, 
and  alleviation  of  the  pain  by  topical  anodyne  applications. 

Many  days  did  not  elapse  before  the  true  nature  of  the  disease  be- 
came re  vealed.  Pulsation  of  an  aneurismatic  character  was  detected 
in  the  tumor,  and  this  symptom,  with  some  other  peculiarities,  indi- 
cated that  the  patient  was  suffering  from  Osteo-aneurism.  From  this 
time,  the  18th  of  April,  1852,  the  House  Surgeon,  Dr.  Bailey,  kept  a 
correct  record  of  the  progress  of  the  case. 

A  distinct  expansive  pulsation  is  felt  extending  over  the  whole  tu- 
mor, but  is  most  distinct  over  the  anterior-superior  and  internal  part 
of  the  region  of  the  knee.  The  pulsation  can  also  be  detected  along 
the  inner  part  of  the  popliteal  region,  opposite  the  inner  and  posterior 
aspect  of  the  inner  condyle. 

June  3d. — The  tumor  has  somewhat  increased,  and  at  its  most 
prominent  part  a  slight  degree  of  fluctuation  can  be  felt.  By  auscul- 
tation, the  bruit  de  soufflet  can  be  distinctly  heard  over  the  entire  re- 
gion of  the  tumor,  more  clear  at  some  parts  than  at  others.  The  pa- 
tient experiences  great  pain  when  the  tumor  is  handled,  but  other- 
wise does  not  complain  as  much  as  formerly ;  the  limb  remains  flexed, 
and  the  patient  is  confined  entirely  to  bed. 

It  is  concluded  to  try  continued  compression  upon  the  femoral 
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artery,  as  practised  in  cases  of  ordinary  aneurism.  For  this  purpose, 
a  suitable  instrument  is  applied  so  as  to  compress  the  artery  a  little 
above  the  middle  of  the  thigh.  As  soon  as  the  circulation  is  inter- 
rupted through  the  artery,  all  pulsation  of  the  tumor  ceases,  and  the 
swelling  becomes  flaccid  and  softer.  The  application  of  the  instru- 
ment wes  at  first  well  tolerated,  but  notwithstanding  the  administra- 
tion of  a  strong  anodyne,  the  pain  caused  by  the  action  of  the  instru- 
ment became  so  excessive  as  to  render  its  removal  necessary.  The 
catamcnia  appearing  next  day,  the  patient  was  allowed  to  rest,  taking 
at  proper  times  anodyne  draughts. 

June  19th. — As  compression  could  not  be  borne,  in  the  presence 
of  several  of  my  colleagues  I  applied  a  ligature  upon  the  femoral  ar- 
tery about  an  inch  below  the  origin  of  the  arteria  profunda.  The 
pulsation  again  immediately  ceased,  the  tumor  diminishe  I  in  size  and 
became  softer  and  flaccid  ;  while  the  skin  over  the  tumor,  heretofore 
natural  in  appearance,  became  livid  and  shrunken.  Although  the 
nutrient  artery  of  the  shaft  of  the  femur  takes  its  origin  from  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  profunda,  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  originally  an 
epiphysis,  and  separately  developed  from  the  shaft,  receive  many 
ramifications  from  the  crural  trunk  after  it  becomes  the  popliteal  ar- 
tery. The  experiments  of  Bellingham  and  others  lead  us  to  believe 
that  aneurismatic  tumors  are  cured  by  retardation  alone  of  the  circu- 
lation through  the  sac,  and  seeing  the  pulsation  in  the  tumor  cease 
entirely,  when  pressure  was  applied  upon  the  femoral  artery  below 
the  origin  of  the  profunda,  I  selected  as  the  safer  operation,  the  point 
where  I  applied  the  ligature,  in  preference  to  an  operation  which  would 
require  the  ligature  to  be  placed  upon  the  artery  between  the  profun- 
da and  the  deep  epigastric  and  the  circumflex  iliac  artery. 

Besides  the  other  immediate  effects  of  the  application  of  the  liga- 
ture, the  pain  was  much  allayed  at  the  seat  of  disease. 

The  operation  was  followed  by  little  constitutional  disturbance, 
and  from  the  19th  of  June  to  the  9th  of  July,  every  thing  went  on 
favorably. 

July  9th. — The  shell  of  bone  seems  to  be  collapsing.  In  rubbing 
the  hand  over  the  tumor,  abrupt  edges  can  be  felt,  arising  from  the 
bony  shell  giving  way  under  pressure.  Elevations  and  depressions 
can  also  be  felt,  as  if  the  osseous  shell  had  become  broken  up  into 
thin  irregular  fragments.  The  greater  part  of  the  tumor  is  more  or 
less  clastic,  and  the  sensation  imparted  to  the  fingers  would  indicate 
that  the  shell  is  very  thin  and  yielding.  The  tumor  has  greatly  di- 
minished in  size,  and  the  leg  can  now  be  considerably  extended. 

J  uly  1 1  th.— The  ligature  carne  away,  to-day  (the  22d  day  after  the 
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operation,)  unattended  by  any  hemorrhage.  The  knee-joint  is  still 
larger  than  natural,  but  the  circumference  of  the  limb  around  the  seat 
of  the  disease  has  diminished,  by  measurement,  one  and  a  half  inches. 

July  16th. — Patient  continues  to  improve;  appetite  good;  and 
her  general  health  is  much  better  than  previous  to  the  operation. 

August  10th. — The.paticnt  has  now  recovered  the  use  of  her  limb 
to  a  great  extent;  being  able  to  extend  the  leg  while  standing,  so  as  to 
rest  the  fore  part  of  the  foot  and  toes  on  the  ground.  At  her  own 
request,  she  was  discharged  from  the  hospital  to-day,  much  improved 
in  general  health,  and  with  good  prospect  of  the  disease  being  ulti- 
mately entirely  cured. 

Upon  leaving,  she  was  supplied  with  a  proper  apparatus  to  apply 
equable  pressure  upon  the  tumor,  and  ordered  so  to  use  it  as  not  to 
produce  pain. 

September  16th — This  patient  has  again  been  admitted  into  the 
hospital,  having  had  a  relapse,  as  she  states,  from  falling  down  some 
stairs  and  severely  hurting  the  diseased  part.  The  tumor  has  en- 
larged, and  the  pain  is  so  intolerable  that  she  is  desirous  of  having 
the  limb  amputated.  The  osseous  tissue  of  the  condyles  had  evi- 
dently become  too  much  devastated,  from  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
to  admit  of  any  probable  benefit  resulting  from  the  use  of  the  liga- 
ture higher  up  the  femoral  artery,  or  upon  the  external  iliac. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  acceding  to"  the  wish  of  the  patient,  she 
was  placed  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  I  removed  the  limb 
through  the  middle  third  of  the  femur. 

The  morbid  appearance  of  the  tumor  confirmed  the  diagnosis 
which  had  been  formed. 

Before  examining  the  diseased  limb,  a  coarse  injection  was  thrown 
into  the  trunk  of  the  femoral  artery.  The  skin  and  subcutaneous 
layers  were  healthy,  and  below  these,  after  removal,  numerous  arteries, 
enlarged,  were  found  ramifying  along  the  surface  of  the  aneurismatic 
sac.  [Vide  Plate,  No.  I.]  The  sac,  externally,  was  formed  partly  by 
the  periosteum  of  the  condyle,  which  was  seen  thickened  and  continuous 
with  that  investing  the  shaft,  and  partly  by  the  layer  of  tissue  which  re- 
sulted from  the  blending  of  the  periosteum  with  the  capsular  ligament 
of  the  knee-joint.  Below,  and  closely  adherent  to  this  investing  layer, 
was  found  the  osseous  shell  of  the  sac,  formed  chiefly  by  the  external 
bony  plate  of  the  inner  condyle,  expanded  into  a  thin  and  attenuated  lay- 
er of  osseous  tissue.  This  osseous  layer  was  not  altogether  continuous, 
but  at  parts  was  broken  u*p  into  lamellated  fragments,  between  some 
of  which  there  were  spaces  occupied  by  the  outer  soft  envelope  of 
the  sac.    A  distinct  sensation  of  crepitus  was  imparted  to  the  fingers, 
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while  pressure  was  being  applied  over  the  sac,  particularly  at  the  most 
prominent  part  of  the  tumor,  where  the  bony  shell  was  most  attenu- 
ated. Upon  opening  the  femoro-tlbial  articulation,  the  articular  sur- 
faces were  found  in  a  state  of  integrity ;  the  intra-articular  arteries! 
were  injected  ;  the  synovial  membrane  presented  not  the  slightest 
point  of  ulceration,  nor' did  the  articular  or  the  semilunar  cartilages. 
[Vide  Plate  No.  II.]  At  the  depression  between  the  condyles  the  os- 
seous tissue  was  thinned  down  to  an  extreme  degree  of  tenuity,  and 
at  one  point,  in  this  part  of  the  cyst,  the  bony  tissue  was  entirely  ab- 
sorbed ;  the  synovial  membrane  and  articular  cartilage  remaining  as 
the  only  barrier  between  the  interior  of  the  aneurismatie  sac  and  the 
cavity  of  the  joint. 

The  osseous  sac  wras  formed  at  the  expense  of  the  entire  internal 
condyle,  and  of  two-thirds  of  the  external  condyle,  ending  above  ab- 
ruptly, at  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  and  encroaching  slightly  upon  its 
lower  extremity.  The  destruction  of  the  cancellated  structure  of  the 
condyles  to  the  extent  just  named,  was  entire;  the  shell  of  the  sac 
being  formed  by  the  expansion  of  the  outer  layer  of  the  bony  struc- 
ture of  the  condyles. 

The  internal  surface  of  the  portion  of  the  sac  formed  by  the  ex- 
panded condyles,  was  irregular,  rough,  and  in  close  apposition  with 
the  contents  of  the  sac ;  and  upon  everting  the  wall  of  the  sac,  the 
open  orifices  of  numerous  branches  ramified  upon  the  outer  surface 
of  the  sac,  were  seen  filled  with  the  injection.  The  upper  wall  of  the 
sac,  internally,  is  formed  by  the  lower  portion  of  the  diaphysis  of  tha 
femur,  which  also  is  rough,  uneven  and  irregular.  Upon  opening 
the  aneurismatie  sac,  at  some  parts  a  layer  of  the  injection  was  found 
between  the  inner  aspect  of  the  wall  and  the  contents.  The  interior 
of  the  sac  was  filled  by  fibrinous  coagula,  distributed  partly  in  layers, 
and  presenting  no  characteristic  of  malignant  growth,  either  upon 
general  or  microscopic  examination.  [Vide  Plate  No.  I.] 

After  the  amputation,  no  constitutional  disturbance  or  outward 
complication  retarded  the  union  of  the  flaps  and  the  cicatrization  of 
the  stump.  On  the  28th  of  December,  1852,  the  patient  was  discharg- 
ed from  the  hospital,  perfectly  cured  and  in  excellent  health. 


^Bitot's  Hotter  35or. 

^  Western  Correspondence. 

Cincinnati,  December  10th,  1K52. 

My  dear  Reese  : — Having  just  finished  the  perusal  of  your  last 
Gazette,  it  has  awakened  many  of  my  old  associations,  and  produced 
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an  irresistible  cacoclhcs  scribendi ;  and  as  I  promised,  at  our  last  in- 
terview, an  occasional  epistle  from  the  Great  West,  you  shall  have  the 
benefit  of  my  limited  observations  in  this  vast  country.  You  and  I, 
my  dear  sir,  have  passed  through  many  scenes  which  deserve  a  place 
on  the  tablet  of  memory ;  and  although  we  are  now  widely  separat  - 
ed,  and  surrounded  by  very  different  scenes,  there  arc  still  many 
things  belonging  to  a  common  profession  which  cannot  fail  to  interest 
even  the  remote  reader.  As  our  friend  of  Blccckcr-street  used  to 
say,  "  Doctors  and  medicine  are  every  where  the  same,"  I  trust  you 
may  find  something  in  my  letters  worthy  of  the  Gazette,  and,  at  least, 
receive  them  for  lang-syne. 

The  most  important  recent  event  in  the  medical  world  here  (and 
medicine  is  a  world  to  itself,  in  one  sense)  is  the  death  of  the  lamented 
Drake.  My  acquaintance  with  him,  as  you  know,  commenced  at  a 
recent  period,  and  therefore  my  opinions  of  him  are  derived  more 
from  other  sources  than  from  observation.  The  death  of  Dr.  Drake 
has  created  a  void  in  our  profession  which  will  not  soon  be  supplied. 
It  is  true  he  had  many  evil  things  said  of  him ;  he  was  one  of  those, 
strongly-marked  characters  who  invariably  enjoy  warm  friend-hips, 
and  encounter  bitter  enemies.  All  concur  in  the  opinion,  however, 
that  Dr.  Drake  possessed  transcendent  abilities,  and  that  he  was  the 
brightest  ornament  of  our  profession.  I  cannot  but  remark,  in  this 
connection,  that  many  persons  seem  to  discover  his  great  virtues  after 
his  decease ;  and  although  the  present  praises  of  former  enemies  may 
arise  from  pure  motives,  I  must  confess  that  it  looks  like  something 
sinister.  But  however  that  may  be,  let  us  hope  that  it  is  not  so,  and 
that  all  sincerely  deplore  this  national  loss. 

Speaking  of  Dr.  Drake  has  reminded  me,  that  at  his  funeral 
services  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tyng,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  took  occasion 
to  cast  some  broad  censures  on  Medical  Schools,  and  declared  (as  I 
am  informed  by  one  who  was  present)  that  they  were  too  commonly 
made  "  schools  of  licentiousness  and  moral  debasement."  I  do  not 
know  how  this  slander  was  relished  by  the  professors  present ;  but  as 
a  graduate  in  medicine,  and  an  alumnus  of  a  school  which  has  fur- 
nished many  physicians  for  the  east  and  west,  I  felt  a  curiosity  to 
know  the  model  whence  the  Rev.  Dr.  drew  his  conclusions.  On 
mentioning  the  subject,  incidentally,  the  other  day,  I  was  informed 
that  Dr.  Tyng  had  said  his  inferences  were  drawn  from  Eastern 
schools!  We  Westerns,  (for  such  I  now  am,)  must  no  longer  be  re- 
garded as  "  outside  barbarians,"  when  even  the  Medical  Institutions 
of  the  East  have  become  "  schools  of  licentiousness  and  moral  debase- 
ment!"   What,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  good,  could  furnish  just 
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grounds  for  such  a  remark  1  Are  there  any  schools  in  New-York 
which  merit  such  an  imputation  ?  The  remark  has  called  forth  vari- 
ous surmises,  but  I  am  hardly  willing  to  admit  that  Gotham  should 
be  made  the  scape-goat  in  this  matter ;  at  least  there  is  a  great  degen- 
eracy since  my  days  there,  if  such  be  the  case. 

The  Hew- York  Medical  Gazette,  I  find,  is  read  by  many  persons  in 
the  West ;  it  is  regarded  as  a  sprightly  and  useful  journal,  ably  con- 
ducted, and  calculated  to  fill  an  important  niche  in  our  periodical 
literature.  A  casual  acquaintance  said  to  me,  the  other  day,  "  That 
is  a  confounded  smart  fellow,  and  doos  not  fear  to  expose  quackery  in 
high  places ;"  but,  he  added,  what  does  he  mean  by  the  "  Phenome- 
non." Bah  !  if  the  inquirer  was  in  New- York  a  few  days,  the  "  Phe- 
nomenon "  would  soon  reveal  himself. 

I  chanced  to  see  an  advertisement  in  one  of  the  city  papers,  and 
also  posted  on  the  corners  of  streets,  by  one  Dr.  Flower,  who  de- 
clares himself  "late  of  the  New- York  Hospital  and  University."  He 
is  evidently  an  arrant  quack,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  does  not 
hold  a  diploma  from  the  "  University."  It  has  been  remarked  that  a 
number  of  noted  quacks,  wandering  about  this  western  world,  have 
hailed  from  the  "  University."  Of  course,  Medical  Schools  are  not  ac- 
countable for  the  misdeeds  of  their  alumni ;  but  some  think  that  the 
University  has  rather  too  many  of  this  stripe.  Schools  should  at  least 
know  somethinrj  of  the  moral  tone  of  their  graduates. 

There  are  various  medical  institutions,  and  medical  men,  in  this 
city,  which  may  properly  be  made  the  subject  of  remark  by  a  "cor- 
respondent ;"  but  I  will  not,  in  this  my  first  epistle,  give  you  an  over- 
dose, and  therefore  defer  all  this  to  some  future  occasion,  and  until 
my  materials  are  more  complete. 

The  weather  has  for  some  weeks  been  anything  but  agreeable; 
frequent  rains,  with  the  natural  accompaniment  of  mud  and  slop,  ex- 
hibit the  streets  of  this  city  to  bad  advantage,  and  as  they  arc  never 
kept  in  the  best  order,  we  suffer  to  an  intolerable  degree.  The  mist 
and  smoke  which  we  have  to  endure  would  do  honor  to  a  London  fog ; 
and  the  "  coughs,  colds  and  consumptions  "  thereby  engendered,  have 
brought  into  requisition  all  the  specifics  of  the  age,  from  "  Howes 
cough  candy  "  to  "  Wistar's  balsam ;"  and  the  result  is  a  rich  harvest 
for  the  innumerable  hords  of  quackdom.  The  truth  is,  a  regular  in. 
fluenza.  has  been  prevalent  here  for  some  time,  and  has  proved  severe 
with  old  persons  and  children. 

Pardon  this  hasty  (don't  print  it  nasty)  sketch;  and  at  a  future 
time  I  will  be  more  particular. 

Yours  truly,  Rambler. 


16 


THE     NEW -  YORE 


New-York  Correspondence. 

Mr.  Editor. — I  intend  in  a  short  time  to  publish  an  account  of  a 
plant  Galled  in  the  west  "Prairie  Dock,"  Botanical  name  "  Parthe- 
nium  Intcgrifulium."  This  plant  will,  I  believe,  prove  a  valuable 
remedy  in  Intermittent  Fever. 

A  decoction  made  by  pouring  hot  water  upon  two  ounces  of  the 
dried  tops  of  the  plant,  has  proved  equal  to  twenty  grains  of  quinine. 

1  have  entire  confidence  in  it,  not  having  met  a  single  failure  in 
over  thirty  cases,  some  of  which  were  severe. 

1  do  not  claim  that  it  is  superior  to  tjuinine,  except  that  so  far,  no 
unpleasant  nervous  effects  have  been  observed. 

I  claim  to  be  the  first  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  this 
remedy,  and  trust  that  farther  trial  and  chemical  analysis  will  con- 
firm my  belief  in  its  efficacy,  and  enable  nie  to  give  to  the  profession 
proof  of  the  value  of  an  article,  the  active  principle  of  which,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  equal  quinine,  while  the  supply  is  abundant,  and  ob- 
tained in  our  own  country. 

Respectfully  yours. 

William  M.  Holton,  M.  D.  12G  McDougal-st. 


ELECTIONEERING. 

"  We  beg  leave,  respectfully,  (like  the  political  papers,)  to  nomi- 
nate for  the  Presidency  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  for  the 
next  year,  Professor  Valentine  Mott,  M.  D.  of  New-York.  We  think 
it  justly  due  to  this  great  surgeon,  that  he  be  the  next  President  of 

the  Association.''  rhilada.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

[This  nomination  may  possibly  find  more  responses  out  of  New- 
York  than  in  it,  because  of  the  recent  renewal  of  his  associations  with 
a  school  too  odoriferous  of  Quackery.  If  the  nomination  is  conceded 
to  New- York,  Dr.  John  W.  Francis  will  be  very  likely  to  have  the 
precedence  for  this  high  post  of  distinction.  But  as  the  brethren  in 
Baltimore,  when  the  Convention  met  there,  waived  their  claim  in  our 
favor,  by  electing  Dr.  Alexander  H.  Stevens ;  a  reciprocity  of  their 
courtesy  would  point  to  Professor  Nathan  R.  Smith  as  the  next  Pre- 
sident of  the  National  Association.  As  however,  New-York  has  been 
represented,  as  well  as  Boston,  by  an  eminent  surgeon,  a  correspon- 
dent suggests  in  the  event  that  Dr.  Smith  persists  in  his  declination, 
that  Professor  William  Gibson,  the  veteran  surgeon  of  Philadelphia 
should  be  put  in  nomination.  Speculation  on  the  subject  is  prema- 
ture, and  we  only  present  the  gossip  which  is  abroad.] 
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From  Professor  Hooker's  Inaugural  Address, 

AT  YALE  COLLEGE,  OCT.  2,  1853. 

"  As  there  are  now  no  prevalent  theories  in  medicine,  so  there  are 
no  sects  in  the  profession.  The  Humoralists,  the  Solidists,  the  Vital- 
ists,  the  Methodics,  the  Dogmatists,  &c.  are  all  passed  away,  never 
to  rise  again.  The  medical  profession  is  now  wholly  unsectarian  ;  and 
all  the  sects  in  medicine,  the  Thomsonians,  the  Homceopathists,  the 
Eclectics,  &c.  are  outside  of  the  profession,  and  are  warring  against 
it.  Homceopathists  very  summarily  include  the  whole  body  of  our 
profession  in  one  great  sect,  and  call  us  Allopaths.  But  we  are  no 
sect.  We  have  no  medical  creed.  There  is  no  restriction  upon  opin- 
ion among  us.  Education  and  character  furnish  the  only  basis  of  ad- 
mission to  the  ranks  of  the  profession. 

"  While  the  theorizing  disposition  is  fast  declining  in  our  profession, 
it  prevails  to  a  great  extent  in  the  community  at  large,  on  the  subject 
of  medicine.  There  are  multitudes  of  dabblers  in  medicine,  both 
learned  and  unlearned,  who  love  to  theorize,  and  to  listen  to  theorizing. 
No  matter  how  exclusive  or  fanciful  the  theory  may  be,  it  obtains  cre- 
dence with  them,  and  they  are  blown  about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine 
in  medicine. 

"  The  general  disposition  of  our  profession  to  discard  theories,  is  ol" 
course  unsatisfactory  to  those  among  us  who  are  governed  by  the  the- 
orizing spirit.  Some  of  this  class  have  left  our  ranks,  and  have  join- 
ed the  Homoeopathic  sect,  finding  in  the  fanciful  doctrines  of  Hahne- 
mann full  range  for  their  mental  wanderings.  A  large  majority  of 
those  who  have  given  up  rational  medicine  for  the  vagaries  of  the 
German  quack,  have  undoubtedly  done  so  for  mere  pecuniary  rea- 
sons ;  but  there  are  some  who  have  honestly  become  Homceopathists 
from  a  peculiar  cast  of  mind,  disposing  them  to  fanciful  speculation, 
instead  of  rigid  observation. 

*****        *       *       *       *  * 

"  The  profession,  and  especially  the  public,  have  much  to  learn. 
Both  are  very  prone  to  forget  that,  besides  the  results  which  come 
from  the  natural  limits  set  to  many  diseases,  nature  is  constantly  en- 
deavoring to  limit  and  to  remove  all  disease  by  its  restorative  pro- 
cesses ;  and  that  this  effort  of  nature  is  in  almost  all  cases  the  chief 
agent  of  cure.  The  public  are  especially  apt  to  forget  this  fact ;  and 
they  are  continually  talking  of  the  cures  effected  by  the  medicine  of 
the  physician  or  the  quack,  as  if  the  medicine  were  really  the  chief, 
or  even  the  only  agent,  in  producing  the  result.  This  error  is  a  deep- 
ly rooted  one  in  the  community.  It  meets  us  at  every  turn.   It  ap- 

2 


18 


THE     NEW- YORK 


pears,  not  merely  in  the  familiar  conversation,  but  sometimes  in  the 
published  reasonings,  not  of  mere  scribblers,  but  of  even  eminently 
scientific  men.  As  an  example  of  this,  I  will  refer  to  a  passage  in 
President  Hopkins'  admirable  work  on  the  Evidences  of  Christianity. 
In  speaking  of  the  experimental  evidence,  he  remarks,  "  The  analo- 
gy is  often  drawn  in  this  respect,  and  so  far  as  I  can  see,  properly  be- 
tween Christianity,  as  a  remedy  for  the  moral  maladies  of  man,  and 
remedies  for  bodily  disease.  It  is  plain  that  he  who  takes  a  reme- 
dy for  bodily  disease,  may  have  an  evidence  and  conviction  of  its  ef- 
ficacy entirely  independent  of  any  testimony  or  reasoning,  and  more 
convincing  than  either  or  both  of  these  could  give.  He  may  try  the 
remedy  in  such  a  variety  of  forms,  may  so  watch  the  symptoms  as 
he  takes  or  omits  it,  that  he  can  have  no  more  doubt  of  its  effect  than 
he  has  of  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun.  Here  is  something  which 
comes  within  the  province  of  consciousness  and  of  direct  knowledge, 
and  it  is  in  vain  that  you  attempt  to  destroy  a  conviction  thus  pro- 
duced. You  may  tell  him  that  he  is  not  sick,  and  never  was ;  that 
the  dose  was  the  hundred-thousandth  part  of  a  drop,  and  therefore 
could  not  have  done  him  any  good ;  but  he  may  have  had  experience 
of  such  a  kind  that  it  would  be  practically  irrational,  and  the  height 
of  folly,  for  him  to  lay  aside  his  medicine  on  the  ground  of  any  rea- 
soning, or  previous  estimate  of  probabilities."  And  then  he  goes 
on  to  compare  the  experimental  evidence  of  Christianity  with  this  evi- 
dence of  the  influence  of  remedies. 

"The  analogy  here  drawn  is  deficient  in  one  very  important  particu- 
lar. In  man's  moral  nature  there  is  no  recuperative  tendency  which 
of  itself  alone  can  restore  him.  "Whatever  opinions  may  be  held  in 
regard  to  the  doctrine  of  total  depravity,  it  is  universally  acknow- 
ledged as  a  fact  proved  by  experience,  that  man  left  to  himself  grows 
worse  and  worse,  instead  of  recovering  from  his  moral  maladies. 
Some  extraneous  influence  is  absolutely  necessary  to  his  being  cured- 
In  no  case  can  his  moral  nature,  unassisted,  heal  in  him  the  "  wounds, 
and  bruises  and  putrifying  sores  "  of  his  sinfulness.  But  it  is  not  so 
with  his  physical  maladies.  An  abundant  experience  has  demonstrat- 
ed that  the  recuperative  tendency,  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae  is  not 
only  in  most  cases  the  chief  agent  of  the  cure,  but  that  in  a  large 
proportion  of  cases  it  is  competent  to  effect  a  cure  alone,  unassisted 
by  art.  No  errors  are  so  common  in  medicine  as  those  which  arise 
from  losing  sight  of  this  fact.  The  constant  succession  of  wonderful 
remedies  in  the  popular  favor  is  to  be  referred  to  this  cause.  It  is 
chiefly  from  this  cause  that  at  the  present  time  great  efficacy  is  often 
attributed  to  the  "  one  hundred-thousandth  part  of  a  drop  "  of  me- 
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■dicine,  as  alluded  to  by  President  Hopkins,  just  as  similar  efficacy 
was  once  attributed  to  Perkins'  tractors,  the  royal  touch,  and  St.  John 
Long's  liniment.  There  is  no  truth  more  thoroughly  established  than 
that  the  experimental  evidence  in  relation  to  the  effects  of  remedies 
is  exceedingly  fallacious,  unless  it  is  most  carefully  observed.  So 
many  are  the  agencies  mingled  together  in  the  restoration  from  dis- 
ease, and  so  large  a  play  does  the  agency  of  the  vis  mcdicatrix  naturae 
have  in  it  in  most  cases,  that  ordinarily  nothing  but  an  experience, 
sifted  over  and  over  again,  can  determine  the  value  of  any  remedy. 
But  it  is  not  so  with  the  experimental  evidence  in  the  cure  of  man's 
moral  maladies.  Christianity  is  demonstrated  by  all  experience  to  bo 
in  every  case  the  grand,  the  indispensable  remedy  ;  and  the  evidence 
is  such  as  to  be  clear  not  only  to  the  subject  himself,  but  to  all  candid 
observers. 

"  But  while  the  analogy,  as  drawn  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  is  essentially  de- 
fective, it  might  have  been  used  by  him  in  such  a  way  as  to  place  the 
value  of  the  experimental  evidence  of  Christianity  in  a  strong  light. 
The  ground  which  should  have  been  taken  is  this.  The  personal  ex- 
perience of  men  in  regard  to  the  influence  of  remedies  in  the  cure  of 
physical  disease  is  exceedingly  liable  to  error.  Yet  there  is  common- 
ly no  hesitation  in  taking  it  as  good  evidence ;  and  with  certain  re- 
strictions it  is  proper  that  it  should  be  so  taken.  Much  more,  then,  is 
it  proper  to  rely  upon  evidence  from  personal  experience  in  relation 
to  the  cure  of  man's  moral  maladies  by  Christianity,  because  this  evi- 
dence is,  for  the  reasons  that  have  been  indicated,  so  clear  and  unem- 
barrassed by  difficulties." 


HINTS  ON  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

BY  JAMES  H.  STUART,  M.  D. 

Conclusion. 

Men  frequently  display  great  want  of  forethougM  in  their  choice 
of  a  profession.  Many  a  one,  of  delicate  frame  and  moderate  intel- 
lect, whose  health  would  have  been  roughfened  and  invigorated  by  tha 
active  life  of  a  farmer,  and  whose  abilities  would  have  insured  him 
the  respect  and  secured  him  the  love  of  his  neighbors,  has  lamentably 
mistaken  his  calling.  Kind  friends,  fearful  of  losing  the  "Genius"  of 
the  family  among  "  rough  clodhoppers  ;" — an  anxious  mother,  afraid 
to  allow  her  pet  to  suffer  the  discomforts  of  such  a  life,  and  unreflec- 
tive  of  the  greater  hardships  of  a  profession ; — or,  mayhap,  his  own 
misdirected  ambition,  have  urged  him  on,  and  he  has  sought  the  rank* 
of  learned  men  merely  to  languish  out  a  few  brief  years  of  misery 
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Many  such  have  perished  even  before  completing  their  studies,  par- 
ticularly in  our  profession. 

Others,  evidently,  from  their  robust  persons  and  slender  intellect, 
created  for  coal-heavers,  wood-sawyers,  porters,  &c.  have,  equally 
misguided,  foully  cheated  those  serviceable  avocations  of  their  valua- 
ble assistance,  warred  with  their  destiny,  pushed  themselves  into  a 
profession,  and  helped  to  swell  the  number  of  those  unmitigated  block- 
heads whose  j£>ummbeit  brings  Physic,  Law,  and  even  Divinity  itself 
into  disrepute.  The  professions  have  ruined  many  a  noble  laborer, 
scavenger,  or  boot-black.  Love  of  Fame  has  much  to  answer  for  ; — 
for 

"  Pitiful 

Indeed,  and  much  against  the  grain,  it  dragged 
The  stagnant,  dull,  predestinated  fool 
Through  learning's  halls,  and  made  hiin  labor  much 
Abortively,  though  sometimes  not  unpraised 
He  left  the  sage's  chair  and  home  returned, 
Making  his  simple  mother  think  that  she 
Had  borne  a  man." 

Our  profession  seems  to  be  peculiarly  complimented  by  the  favor 
of  this  class  of  gentry.  The  Caccethes  Medendi  is  tremendous.  Per- 
haps the  gratitude  of  Leigh  Hunt,  who  in  the  preface  to  his  Autobiog- 
raphy, thanks  "  two  members  of  a  profession,  (medicine,)  which  litera- 
ture has  always  reason  to  thank  and  to  love," — an  observation  true 
enough, — has  something  to  do  with  the  popular  proclivity  toward  heal- 
ing. Be  this  so  or  not,  an  opinion  has,  from  some  cause,  very  absurd- 
ly become  prevalent  that  Medicine  is  quite  an  easy  business  to  learn. 
Its  intended  votaries  seem  never  to  reflect  on  the  vast  ground  it  covers ; 
the  number  of  different  branches,  each  in  itself  a  complete  science, 
embraced  by  it ;  and  the  amount  of  common  sense,  cool  judgment,  re- 
flection, nerve,  presence  of  mind  and  prudence; — to  say  nothing  of 
talents,  courtesy,  and  true  good  breeding,  required  to  make  a  good 
and  distinguished  physician.  They  do  not  reflect  that,  owing  to  the 
recent  discoveries  necessary  to  be  known  and  kept  pace  with,  it  now 
requires  an  exceedingly  retentive  memory  to  make  even  a  mediocre 
medical  man. 

Is  it  not  enough  to  extort  an  angry  exclamation  from  the  most  pa- 
tient, to  witness  men  crowding  into  and  out  of  our  medical  colleges 
every  winter,  who,  so  far  from  possessing  a  liberal  education,  cannot 
even  write  a  line  without  some  orthographical  or  grammatical  blunder, 
or  even  speak  a  sentence  without  an  etymological  one?  We  " speak 
what  we  do  know  and  testify  to  what  we  have  seen  "  in  all  these  ac- 
cusations. As  a  very  mild  instance  of  the  last,  let  us  here  quote  a  true 
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•anecdote,  published  in  the  October  Number  of  the  Knickerbocker 
Magazine.  "  A  medical  gentleman  having,  by  dint  of  hard  struggling, 
achieved  his  diploma  from  the  board  of  examiners  of  one  of  the  largest 
medical  colleges,  was  enjoying  the  smiles  of  beauty  in  return  therefor. 
One  of  the  ladies  kindly  remarked  to  him,  '  So,  Doctor,  you've  pass- 
ed the  Rubicon?'  'Yes  ma'am,'  answered  he,  modestly  struggling 
with  triumph  in  his  countenance,  1 1  passed  them  I'"  Comment  is 
unnecessary.  "Ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam"  is  surely  a  motto  as  appli- 
cable now  as  ever.  By  the  way,  is  the  Scotch  '  souter '  derived  from 
or  merely  analogous  with  the  Latin  '  sutor  '  ? 

For  some  men  the  title  of  M.  D.  is  sufficient.  They  do  not  care 
to  deserve  it,  and  would  be  as  well  pleased  with  any  other  title  that 
<ost  as  much ;  (for  to  the  vulgar,  money  expended  is  a  true  index  of 
value, — as  shown  by  the  operations  of  most  of  our  parvenus  in  large 
cities.)  Some  wish  a  parchment  wherewith  to  "astonish  their  ac- 
quaintances." And  verily  they  succeed.  Their  acquaintances  are 
astonished  to  sec  persons  be-doctored  whom  they  well  know  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education.  They  remind  us 
of  the  old  story  of  a  theological  examination.  Question  :  "  Quod  est 
creare?"  Answer:  "Crearc  est  facere  aliquid  ex  nihil'."  Rejoinder: 
"  Ergo  creamus  te  DoctoremP  The  facility  with  which  some  of  our 
colleges  now  grant  diplomas  is  amazing,  and  sad  it  will  be  for  our 
country  should  this  state  of  affairs  continue  long.  But,  as  if  the  regular 
quacks  were  not  sufficient,  we  have  the  whole  vast  train  of  irregulars, 
— Homceopathists,  Thompsonians,  Herb  doctors,  venders  of  patent 
medicines,  etc.  etc.  ad  infinitum, — "  usque  ad  nauseam,"  who  annually 
fleece  the  community  of  tens  of  thousands !  And  the  more  absurd 
their  pretensions,  the  more  successful  they  appear.  It  almost  seems 
that  the  public  esteem  a  quack  in  direct  ratio  with  his  ignorance. 
Every  impudent  Homoeopathist  who  christens  the  Colic  by  the  formi- 
dable name  of  Cholera  Asiatica,  and  does  nothing,  with  a  solemn  air, 
till  it  passes  off,  (or  till  the  relatives  relieve  it  by  warm  applications, 
&c.)  is  lauded  to  the  skies ;  and  the  worse  the  disease  had  become 
from  neglect,  the  more  is  he  praised,  should  the  patient  survive. 
Should  he  not ; — no  matter.    "  It  is  the  lot  of  all  to  die  "  ! ! 

The  Lawyers  are  protected  from  such  companionship.  None  can 
enter  their  ranks,  but  legally.  True,  there  are  thousands  of  block- 
heads among  them,  but  they  cannot  complain.  All  was  done  "  accord- 
ing to  law."  They  were  fairly  examined,  and  if  the  examining  com- 
mittee were  too  stupid,  lazy,  or  good-natured  to  detect  their  ignorance 
and  incompetency,  it  is  nobody's  business  but  their  own.  Means  should 
be  promptly  taken  by  the  American  Medical  Association  to  protect 
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medical  men.  If  persons  are  prepared  to  practice  medicine,  they  are 
surely  prepared  to  pass  an  examination  by  impartial,  qualified,  and 
disinterested  committees  in  each  State.  But  this  is  a  very  long  digres- 
sion, and  we  have  already  enlarged  upon  the  subject  in  a  previous 
number. 

To  return  to  Physical  Education.  A  brief  summary  will  express 
all  our  views  on  this  important  subject.  It  need  not  be  objected  against 
any  of  the  propositions  that  they  are  impracticable  by  the  poor;  fol- 
low indeed  must  that  family  be  which  cannot  command  all  the  con- 
veniences requisite !  Persons  too  poor  for  that  are  too  poor  to  pay 
attention  to  any  system  of  education.  Let  the  infant  be  daily  washed 
with  water,  beginning  at  the  temperature  of  about  100°  Fahrenheit, 
and  gradually  increasing  in  coldness,  until  at  eighteen  months  or  two 
years  it  will  be  found  that  he  can  bear  ordinary  river  or  pump  water 
with  impunity  at  any  season.  Let  him  meanwhile  be  treated  in  other 
respects  according  to  the  excellent  maxims  of  Dewees,  Condie,  etc. 
At  about  six  years  of  age,  should  his  health  then  be  moderately  good, 
let  him  commence  in  early  summer  sleeping  with  his  windows  up,  and 
continue  to  do  so  thenceforward.  Let  his  couch  be  a  mattrass  or  other 
hard  bed,  and  let  him  be  as  lightly  covered  as  safety  and  comfort  per- 
mit. When  he  commences  going  to  school,  which  should  not  be  until 
his  seventh  or  eighth  year,  (for  earlier,  he  would,  if  bright,  injure  him- 
self to  excel,  if  dull,  to  equal  his  school-mates,)  see  that  his  bench  has 
a  back,  and  is  sufficiently  low  to  let  his  feet  touch  the  ground,  and  that 
his  desk  is  as  high  as  the  middle  of  his  breast.  Do  not  force  him  to 
study  too  long  at  a  time ;  he  will  see  that  he  does  not  hurt  himself  by 
application  while  he  is  at  it.  (Or  rather,  no  study  can  be  too  hard  if 
not  prolonged  too  far.)  Do  not  control  his  reasonable  inclinations,  but 
let  him  drink  no  Coffee,  Tea,  or  liquor ;  neither  use  Tobacco  in  any 
form.  Let  him  early  be. taught  to  walk  well,  run,  leap,  wrestle,  spar, 
fence,  climb,  ride,  row,  and  swim.  He  should  be  instructed  in  fishing, 
pistol  shooting,  and  gunning,  if  leisure  and  means  for  these  amusements 
are  at  his  disposal;  and,  when  old  enough,  permitted  to  indulge 
himself  with  them  as  often  as  he  pleases,  save  in  study  or  work  hours. 
If  this  is  persevered  in  for  a  score  of  years  you  will  have  a  man,  such 
as  very  few  men  are  now-a-days.  His  taste  and  abilities  should  be 
consulted  about  the  choice  of  a  common  or  classical  education,  and  a 
profession.  When  he  grows  up  he  will  then  have  a  business  he  likes, 
and  devote  himself  energetically  to  it,  with  the  prospect  of  becoming 
distinguished  therein  ;  which  no  man  can  be  unless  he  is  fond  of  his  oc- 
cupation. His  habits  will  be  founded,  and  he  will  be  frugal,  tempe- 
rate, hardy,  active,  and  strong. 
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Girls  should  be  treated  on  the  same  plan,  with  due  allowance  for 
the  difference  of  constitutional  strength,  and  the  destinies  of  their  sex. 
But  even  they  should  not  be  exempted  from  learning  to  swim  and  ride. 

If  these,  or  similar  principles  were  carried  out,  for  say  half  a  dozen 
generations,  what  a  difference  would  be  presented  in  the  appearance  of 
our  population  !  Exquisites  and  '•'•fine  ladies"  would  no  more  be  seen. 
All  portions  of  the  community  would  be  useful.  Valetudinarians  would 
vanish,  for  chronic  diseases  would  expire  with  their  last  possessors.  It 
would  take  some  time  to  eradicate  hereditary  taints  of  constitution, 
but  we  firmly  believe  they  would  ultimately  become  extinct,  and  the 
world  soon  present  a  race  of  firm,  healthy  men  and  women. 

"  For  bnirdly  chiels  an'  clever  hizzies 
'•  Are  breil  in  sic  a  way  as  this  is." 

Our  profession  would  then  rise  in  the  public  estimation.  For,  th<* 
race  of  Hypochondriacs  and  "  nervous  "  people  being  extinct,  and  the 
deluded  consequently  wanting,  the  deluders  would  die  of  inanition. 
Thomsonians  would  no  more  kill  men  actively  by  doses  of  Red  Pepper 
fur  gastro  enteritis — (we  "  speak  that  we  do  know,")  nor  Homceopa- 
thists  passively  by  letting  them  die  of  neglect,  (which  also  we  "  do 
know.")  Hydropathists  would  cease  from  their  murders,  and  patent 
medicines,  ignorant  pretenders,  and  quacks  generally  would  disappear. 
Medicine  would  reach  its  golden  age  without  the  prospect  of  a  brazen 
one  to  follow.  For,  people  having  once  experienced  the  blessings  of 
health,  would  take  judicious  means  to  continue  healthy.  The  few  acute 
diseases  remaining  would  be  easily  treated  in  healthy  constitutions. 
Longevity  would  increase,  and  without  risk  of  an  over-population ;  for 
such  a  course  of  training  would  so  subdue  the  aphrodisiac  sense  as  to 
reduce  the  number  of  conceptions  to  the  proper  standard,  and  thus  al- 
most meet  Mathers'  views  without  his  measures. 

We  firmly  believe  that  such  a  time  will  finally  arrive,  but  only 
when  physicians  become  sufficiently  disinterested  to  advise  and  insist 
on  the  exercise  of  common  sense.  True,  it  is  easier  to  permit  obsti- 
nate people  to  err  than  to  take  pains  to  set  them  right.  Every  phy- 
sician has  experienced  this.  Yet,  let  us  rejoice  in  knowing  that  even- 
tually 

"  Truth  crushed  to  earth  shall  rise  again; 
The  eternal  years  of  God  are  hers; 
But  Error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain, 
And  dies  among  its  worshippers." 

From  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter 
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DR.  WARREN,  OF  BOSTON. 

[The  following  remarks  are  appended  in  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  to  the  address  of  Dr.  Warren,  published  in  our  last 
number.    They  were  omitted  in  the  report  from  which  we  copied.] 

Remarks. — Immediately  after  the  occurrence  of  alarming  symptoms 
in  this  case,  it  was  discovered  that  the  substance  which  had  been  used 
was  not  chloric  ether,  but  chloroform  ;  and  not  till  then  did  we  under- 
stand the  extraordinary  phenomena  which  presented  themselves  in 
this  and  the  preceding  case.  This  patient  died  with  the  usual  pheno- 
mena of  chloroform  poison. 

If  we  consult  the  records  of  fatal  cases  of  chloroform,  published 
by  me  in  1849,  we  shall  perceive  that  of  fifteen  cases  there  mentioned, 
the  principal  part  took  place  in  a  very  sudden  manner,  some  of  them 
occuring  a  minute  or  two  after  the  application,  and  some  of  them  in 
a  period  of  from  ten  minutes  to  fifty  hours.  In  the  latter  cases  the 
lungs  were  remarkably  congested  or  filled  with  blood,  owing  to  the 
poison  applied  to  the  air-cells  of  the  lungs,  or  circulating  with  the 
sanguineous  fluid,  as  in  asphyxia.  From  various  causes  asphyxia  is 
of  frequent  occurrence ;  the  phenomena  are  the  same  with  those  pre- 
sented in  these  cases,  and  the  remedies  are  the  same — hence  the  great 
importance  of  being  well  acquainted  with  the  treatment  adopted  in  all 
such  casualties. 

The  first  class  seem  to  have  perished  almost  as  if  they  had  been 
struck  by  lightning,  the  powers  of  the  nervous  system  appearing  to 
be  at  once  annihilated.  In  the  second  class  the  lungs  exhibited  a 
most  remarkable  state  of  congestion.  In  the  death  at  ten  minutes 
after  the  application,  the  lungs  were  "a  good  deal  congested ;  and 
discharged,  when  cut,  a  large  quantity  of  bloody  serum."  In  the 
death  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  no  examination  was  made,  but  "  the 
respiration  was  infrequent  and  sighing,"  showing  that  the  function  of 
the  lungs  was  interrupted.  In  the  third  case,  "the  lungs  were  filled 
with  blood  and  softened ;  bloody  serum  in  pleura."  In  some  of  the 
cases  the  heart  was  found  disordered,  in  others  the  brain,  but  in  the 
whole  number,  I  believe  without  exception,  the  lungs  were  charged 
with  blood,  or  congested — the  common,  decided  effect  of  chloroform. 

The  revival  from  anresthetic  symptoms  and  prolongation  of  life 
for  ten  minutes,  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  fifty  hours,  bring  these 
cases  into  the  same  category  with  ours.  The  vital  principle  after  ap- 
pearing to  be  extinguished  lights  up,  and  gives  the  hope  of  recovery, 
but  the  blood  continuing  to  accumulate  in  the  lungs  from  the  effect 
of  the  poison,  and  the  weakness  of  the  patient,  its  oxygenation  is  pre- 
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vented,  and  from  want  of  the  animating  principle  life  is  suffocated  and 
extinguished. 

Is  the  fatal  termination  of  the  third  case  to  be  attributed  to  any 
cause  other  than  that  which  exists  in  the  preceding  cases?  There  is 
no  reason  to  believe  this  to  be  the  fact.  The  sinking  after  revival 
might  lead  to  a  suspicion  that  some  other  than  the  usual  cause — con- 
gestion of  the  lungs — existed  ;  and  some  one  has  suggested  that  it 
might  have  arisen  from  ammonia  having  entered  the  lungs.  How 
could  it  be  the  cause  of  death  in  this  caise  1  By  being  introduced  into 
the  lungs  and  irritating  and  burning  these  organs  ?  This  was  impossi- 
ble in  the  given  circumstances;  the  patient  neither  swallowed  nor 
breathed  after  the  ammonia  had  been  employed,  until  the  whole  had 
been  washed  out  of  the  mouth  by  the  abundant  mucus.  It  may  have 
been  thought  that  the  ammonia  irritated  the  opening  into  the  larynx  and 
swelled  it  so  that  no  air  could  pass  through.  The  air  did  pass  through 
freely  till  he  died,  and  so  did  the  mucus,  a  less  volatile  fluid  than  air. 
Further,  when  ammonia  is  introduced  into  the  mouth,  its  entrance 
into  the  larynx  is  repelled  by  contraction  of  the  laryngeal  muscles, 
so  that  it  cannot  enter.  Moreover,  it  was  in  excessively  small  quan- 
tity. A  saturated  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  it  may  be  remarked, 
is  frequently  introduced  into  the  mouth,  and  even  larynx,  for  curative 
purposes.  Most  of  the  ammonia  immediately  ran  out,  and  the  rest 
was  thrown  off  by  the  mucus  of  the  lungs  and  throat.  Had  any  dis- 
organizing effect  been  produced,  how  could  the  patient  have  swallowed 
repeated  draughts  of  brandy  up  to  the  period  of  his  death?  Finally, 
if  the  ammonia  destroyed  the  last  patient,  how  did  the  second  escape 
the  action  of  the  same  cause  ?  He  used  the  same  quantity,  so  far  as 
can  be  judged,  and  was  able  to  swallow  through  the  day  and  ever 
since,  and  to  take  even  solid  food.  True,  he  was  stronger  than  the 
other,  but  this  difference  of  strength  would  have  made  no  difference 
in  the  chemical,  or  even  vital  action,  more  favorable  to  the  one  than 
to  the  other;  yet  the  one  is  well — the  other  is  dead.  But  I  will  insist 
no  further  on  this  point,  and  perhaps  have  already  said  more  than 
was  required. 

We  believe  that  the  temporary  resuscitation  of  one  of  these  in- 
dividuals, and  the  permanent  restoration  of  the  other  from  apparent 
death,  must  be  considered  as  a  triumph  honorable  to  Medical  Science 
and  to  this  Institution. 
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We  have  had  occasion  heretofore  to  allude  to  the  habit,  which  has 
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prevailed  of  late  years  in  this  country,  among  writers  in  medical  jour- 
nals and  speakers  at  medical  gatherings,  of  disparaging  the  moral  and 
educational  standing  of  American  practitioners.    The  ranks  of  the 
profession,  it  is  said,  are  filled  by  persons  poorly  educated;  our 
medical  schools  are  spoken  of  with  contempt ;  the  tendency  to  quack- 
ery, both  within  and  without  the  profession,  is  a  constant  theme  of 
querulous  complaint.    In  all  these  particulars  a  comparison  with  other 
countries,  of  American  medicine,  is  frequently  drawn,  in  which  the 
latter  is  made  to  appear  greatly  inferior.    This  habit  of  self-deprecia- 
tion has  become  so  confirmed,  that  whatever  may  be  the  progress 
made  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  under  the 
influence  of  ideas  that  have  been  so  much  reiterated,  will  never  have 
courage  enough  to  feel  a  national  pride  in  whatever  may  be  accom- 
plished.   A  disposition  to  undervalue,  in  anticipation,  any  discovery 
or  improvement  originated  in  this  country,  is  often  apparent.  An 
extract  from  a  foreign  journal  containing  something  new  proposed  by 
some  one  wholly  unknown  at  this  distance,  not  unfrequently  passes 
current,  or  attracts  attention  while;  a  novelty,  from  a  responsible 
source,  which  labors  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  a  home  pro- 
duction, may  not  only  be  overlooked,  but,  as  it  would  seem,  studiously 
kept  out  of  sight.    For  example,  a  practitioner  of  long  experience 
and  high  standing  announces  a  new  method  of  reducing  dislocations 
of  the  hip  joint,  without  the  aid  of  pulleys,  etc.    He  adduces  several 
cases  in  which  the  plan  has  been  successfully  tried.    It  excites  some 
attention,  but  chiefly  by  those  who  are  anxious  to  prove  that  the  au- 
thor borrowed  the  idea  of  some  one  else.    By  some  journalists,  and 
surgical  teachers,  the  subject  meets  with  no  notice  whatever.  They 
are  not  willing  even  to  make  trial  of  the  plan,  and  considerable  effort 
is  necessary  to  bring  it  sufficiently  before  the  profession  to  secure  a 
sufficient  number  of  cases  for  a  fair  experimental  test  of  its  merits. 
Even  the  great  discovery  of  the  employment  of  anaesthetic  agents  in 
surgery  has  met  with  an  active  opposition  at  home  which  it  has  not 
had  to  encounter  abroad. 

With  the  low  estimation  of  American  medicine,  which  appears  to 
be  cherished  to  a  considerable  extent  among  ourselves,  it  may  contri- 
bute somewhat  to  a  higher  grade  of  self-respect,  to  read  what  the  pro- 
fession of  other  countries  say,  not  of  us,  but  of  themselves.  With 
this  view,  we  quote  a  few  paragraphs  from  a  series  of  articles  which 
have  lately  appeared  in  the  Dublin  Medical  Press,  headed,  "Medical 
Life  in  London."  Speaking  of  medical  students,  the  writer  says : 

"We  said  enough  before,  perhaps,  as  to  the  very  insufficient  edu- 
cation that  medical  students  receive  before  they  join  the  classes;  it  is 


MEDICAL    O  A  E  E  T  T  K  . 


27 


not  difficult  now  to  perceive  how  likely  they  are  to  be  misguided  as 
to  the  true  and  noble  calling  in  which  they  have  embarked,  by  the 
ridiculous  books  and  essays  which  fall  in  their  way,  the  product  of  the 
overgrown  trade  in  these  commodities.  Accordingly,  one  meets  them 
constantly  at  Guy's,  at  King's,  and  Bartholomew's,  arguing,  even 
with  the  chief  men  there,  as  to  their  'convictions  on  mesmerism,'  the 
marvellous  cures  they  '  had  read  by  homoeopathy.'  The  trite  creed 
of  too  many  of  these  young  men,  that  all  'physic  is  humbug' — their 
knowledge  of  physic  no  doubt  being  very  nonsensical — is  due  to  the 
utterly  absurd  books  they  had  been  reading,  the  result  of  this  fright- 
ful trading  principle  of  the  book-trade,  and  the  favoritism  shown  to 
special  authors  who  happen  to  have  money.  *  *  *  *  *  *  In 
London  the  student  sees  the  uneducated  Chemist  and  the  College  ol 
Surgeons  the  only  people  making  fortunes.  He  votes  physic  a  bore ; 
the  College  of  Physicians,  like  the  Court  of  Chancery,  a  great  profes- 
sional incubus, to  be  avoided;  advancement  in  professional  life  as  im- 
possible as  the  discovery  on  his  own  private  account  of  perpetual  mo- 
tion. He  knows  half  the  money  he  has  lost  would  get  him  a  commis- 
sion in  the  army,  or  set  him  up  in  a  cotton-mill.  He  has  heard  of 
Apothecaries  Hall ;  but  on  looking  into  the  books  he  thinks  he  might 
as  well  try  to  learn  Dutch  and  Sanscrit,  as  Dr.  Lindley's  big  words ; 
he  never  does  learn  them,  for  he  never  learned  Greek  or  Latin ;  he 
has  been  reading  novels  and  the  books  about  Egypt,  and  the  salt-cel- 
lars, or  the  latest  rubbish  sent  'with  the  author's  compliments'  to  his 
hospital  library.  Three  years,  four,  and  sometimes  five,  he  spends  in 
this  mortifying  way.  In  October,  he  comes  up,  like  all  his  fellow- 
geese,  poor  fellow,  to  be  plucked,  and  to  hear  the  introductory  lectures, 
at  which  he  is  told  his  profession  is  all  pleasantness,  and  all  its  paths 
peace ;  that  he  has  only  to  follow  the  directions  of  each  particular  lec- 
turer to  make  a  solid  fortune  and  gain  a  commanding  corner  in  the 
Temple  of  Fame.  If  now  he  runs  away  without  diploma  or  certifi- 
cate, and  sets  up  a  chemist's  shop,  he  is  safe  ;  if  he  waits  for  academic 
honors  and  the  College  of  Surgeons'  soirees,  he  will  rue  it  all  the  days 
of  his  life.  Godfrey's  cordial  and  chemicals  carry  the  day;  or  if  the 
trade  in  homceopathicals  promises  better,  he  has  no  scruples,  for  long 
since  he  has  decided  '  physic  all  humbug.'  Even  Dr.  Pereira,  who  is 
considered  a  Jew,  and  who,  one  would  think,  should  make  money,  if 
any  body  did,  out  of  medicine,  is  of  opinion  all  English  physic  is  non- 
sensical." 

Of  the  profession  he  adds : 

"  We  have  just  had  a  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  Associa- 
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tion  at  Oxford ;  but  with  such  a  disjointed  and  dissociated  mass  as 
the  Profession  in  London,  one  looks  in  vain  for  anything  very  enliv- 
ening at  these  gatherings.  If  one  could  read  the  signs  of  the  times, 
or  in  any  point  of  the  professional  zodiac,  of  a  complete  sweeping 
away  of  all  present  overgrown  abuses,  then  might  one  indeed  breathe 
freely  the  open  air  of  Heaven.  Like  the  reform  in  its  next-door 
neighbor,  Chancery,  brought  about  by  the  pen  of  honest,  thoughtful 
men  like  Dickens,  perhaps  other  parts  of  Lincoln's-inn-fields  will 
yet  undergo  some  change  for  the  better  ;  and  when  the  pepper-boxes 
of  the  National  Gallery  at  the  West-end  of  London,  the  not  very 
captivating  or  odorous  abuses  of  the  College  of  Physicians  also  next 
door,  and  two  or  three  quack  hospitals,  arc  also  removed,  we  may  yet 
sing  paeans  of  thanksgivings  to  what  Mr.  D'Israeli  calls  the  'spirit  of 
the  age.'  A  member  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Dr.  Paris  may  be 
sent  to  Newgate  if  he  perpetrates  the  crime  of  consulting  with  the 
president,  or  any  member  of  any  Dublin  or  Edinburgh  College  of 
Physicians,  or  any  other  M.  D.  '  whatsomnever;'  but  they  have  been 
known  to  send  nice  three-cornered  notes,  appointing  nice  three-corner- 
ed hours  to  meet  fashionable  homoeopaths.  At  the  soirtes,  also,  one 
sees  emblazoned  in  all  the  papers,  the  sorriest  kind  of  tuft-hunting  is 
had  recourse  to,  and  strangers  of  Rome,  '  Cretes  and  Arabians,'  any- 
body and  everybody,  but  exactly  those  for  whom  one  would  think 
royal  colleges,  medical  and  chirurgical,  were  erected,  are  invited ;  the 
pleasant  ultimate  result  of  all  such  corporate  bodies  here,  being  that  all 
struggling  medical  men  might  as  well  have  a  mill-stone  around  their 
necks  as  the  excruciatingly  absurd  care  and  jiatronage  of  these  big 
buildings.  With  money,  of  course,  young  medical  men  in  London 
wall  make  a  fortune.  A  slender  apprenticeship  to  quackery,  however, 
is  as  indispensable  as  kid  gloves  at  the  College  of  Physicians'  tea  par- 
ties. Any  man  in  Ireland  with  £1000  to  purchase  a  practice  or  part- 
nership, with  energy  and  ability  to  work,  in  the  present  rush  of  sur- 
geons to  the  gold  diggings,  would  make  a  very  favorable  percentage 
on  the  outlay,  and  bring  up  his  family  respectably.  Let  him  think, 
only,  of  the  presidents  of  the  two  colleges  as  fabulous  people,  like 
Mopus  and  Corydon.;  his  diplomas  as  so  much  waste  paper;  the  Hun- 
terian  oration  every  year  as  some  blissful  condition  of  things  in  the 
book  of  the  crusades;  the  medical  weekly  journals  not  so  much  pala- 
dins as  pump-borers,  pumping  every  man  they  can,  and  then  throwing 
him  one  side  as  useless.  If  the  man  wishes  to  be  happy  and  content- 
ed, and  live  among  his  patients,  he  will  sedulously  avoid  all  and  each 
of  these.    If  he  is  a  quack,  it  is  painful  to  repeat  again,  he  is  sure  of 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


29 


a  fortune.    If  he  is  honest,  the  millstone  of  the  journals  and  colleges 
will  be  his  destruction." 
Again  : 

11  The  practice  of  physic  and  surgery  in  the  hospitals  is  unexception- 
able. The  moral  influence  of  the  colleges  and  press  but  of  doors,  the 
most  melancholy  sham ;  quackery  and  trade  existing  in  every  depart- 
of  the  profession ;  but  perhaps  the  lowest  and  the  highest,  in  the  court 
and  highest  circles,  and  in  the  daily  drudgery  of  the  lowest  or  union 
practice  among  the  poor,  the  experience  of  every  disinterested  man 
is  against  quackery ;  but  the  homceopathist  or  the  travelling  charlatan, 
when  he  makes  money  enough  of  his  wares,  goes  up  to  the  College  of 
Surgeons  and  gets  his  diploma;  the  chemist  boldly  advertises  for  a 
medical  student  to  prescribe  over  the  counter ;  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians makes  it  impossible  for  any  but  such  juveniles  to  make  money, 
and  they  and  the  chemists  wax  fat  on  the  credulity  of  the  people. 
Cunning  and  incapableness,  coroners'  inquests,  and  Hunterian  orations, 
white  kid  gloves,  and  flunkeyism,  all  going  to  make  up  the  staple — 
the  web  and  woof  of  English  medical  practice  in  this  happy  year  of 
our  Lord  1852." 

We  cannot,  of  course,  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  the  represen- 
tation of  medical  life  in  London,  as  given  in  the  above  quotations. 
With  respect  to  this  point  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  London  and 
Dublin  arc  different  places,  although  situated  in  Great  Britain.  Plow 
much  of  the  spirit  of  the  articles  referred  to  is  due  to  rivalry  of  loca- 
tion, we  cannot  presume  to  say.  We  have  given  the  quotations  in 
order  that  those  of  our  readers  who  would  be  glad  to  think  better  of 
medical  life  in  their  own  country,  than  they  who  appear  to  have  a 
fondness  for  disparaging  it,  may  be  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  in  the 
great  English  metropolis,  a  writer  on  the  spot  finds  as  much  scope  for 
animadversion  and  ridicule,  as  the  warmest  advocate  of  American  in- 
feriority could  claim  in  behalf  of  the  medical  profession  on  this  side 

the  Atlantic.  From  the  Buffalo  McdicalJournal. 


Dr.  J.  X.  CHABEET, 

Professor  of  Chemistry,  &c.  sends  us  a  pamphlet  just  published,  con- 
taining his  'Observations  on  the'origin  and  treatment  of  Cholera,' 
with  certificates  of  various  cures  professed  to  have  been  performed 
by  a  specific  of  his  preparing.  In  sending  this  to  us,  as  we  are  not 
a  Doctor  in  medicine,  Dr.  Chabert  seems  to  desire  of  us  an  extra-pro 
essional  notice  or  opinion.    This  notice,  therefore,  cannot  be  on  the 
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medical  merits  of  his  pamphlet,  but  on  the  aspect  in  which  it  is  pre- 
sented. We  must  say,  then,  that  he  pretends  to  cure  cholera  by  a 
specific  or  mode  of  treatment  which  he  keeps  a  secret ;  and  that  doing 
this  is  the  thing  known  as  quackery,  and  that  quackery  is  an  unprofes- 
sional, and  is  considered  a  not  very  honest  nor  reputable  way  of  mak- 
ing money,  and  seems  a  violation  of  the  oath  taken  by  every  man 
that  obtains  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  any  of  the  medical  schools  of  this 
country.    Being  non-medical  ourselves,  this  is  all  we  are  competent 

to  say  on  the  subject.  From  the  New-York  Freeman's  Journal. 

[A  sensible  editor  this.  Itara  avis.] 


ALLOPATHY. 

Allopathy — what  is  if?  We  do  not  know — nor  do  we  intend  to 
learn.  Let  the  pathys  bury  the  pathys,  or  live  by  pathicism,  if  there 
be  such  a  thing.  The  profession  of  medicine  has  stood  a  great  deal 
of  thieving  in  its  time,  without  being  materially  deteriorated  by  the 
operation.  Granite  columns  are  but  polished  the  brighter  by  the 
sand  which  the  idle  and  ignorant  throw  upon  them,  though  done  with 
a  view  to  blacken  and  deface. 

But  a  friend  inquires  of  us,  "seriously,  what  is  Allopathy/' 
Well,  to  be  serious.  In  this  age,  quackery,  which  has  waged  a  cease- 
less war  upon  medicine  without  much  profit  to  itself,  or  injury  to  its 
enemy,  determined  to  reverse  the  old  maxim  of  "divide  and  conquer" 
— or  rather,  as  it  could  not  divide  the  enemy,  it  determined  to  divide 
itself.  The  various  marauding  parties  into  which  it  was  divided  hav- 
ing surrounded  the  yEsculapian  camp,  would  each  plunge  in,  as  oppor- 
tunity presented,  and  siezing  whatever  they  could  grab,  hurry  off  as- 
fast  as  their  legs  could  carry  them.  As  the  pathway  to  the  public 
plunder  was  beset  with  dangers  and  difficulties,  the  plunder  itself  was 
in  time  designated  as  path  or  its  diminutive  pathy,  as  indicating  its 
value  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it.  That  the  stealage  of  each 
party  might  be  kept  separate,  each  attached  a  prefix  to  his  pathy  or 
plunder,  and  to  keep  it  distinct  from  the  petit  larceny  of  the  vulgar, 
dictionaries  were  consulted  that  these  prefixes  might  smack  of  learn- 
ing— hence  hydro,  homce,  &c.  Still  the  great  bulk  remained,  despite 
the  depredations  of  the  marauders,  seemingly  undiminished.  To  this 
they  would  refer  as  the  big  pathy,  or  to  express  their  own  contempt 
of  what  little  they  had  got  in  comparison,  all  of  the  pathy  !  This 
has  now  been  contracted  into  allopathy.  We  might  have  exhibited 
more  learning  by  the  aid  of  dictionaries  (having  learned  how  to  find 
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the  words)  in  our  history  of  Pathicism,  but  all  history  shouid  be  so 
plain  that  a  "  wayfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  could  not  err  therein." 

Krom  the  Nashville  Journal. 


"Dr.  Samuel  Jackson,  of  Northumberland." 

[The  following  characteristic  letter  from  "  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson 
of  Northumberland,"  will  show  that  this  venerable  "seventy-sixer" 
retains  all  the  fire  of  his  youth  in  the  service  of  the  profession. 
Dr.  March  must  own  himself  vanquished,  and  honor  this  "  old  man 
eloquent "  for  his  imperturbable  good  nature.  We  extract  it  from 
the  Western  Lancet.] 

Philadelphia.  Nov.  12th,  1852. 

Messrs.  Editors  :  It  appears  from  your  last  No.  which  I  did  not 
see  until  yesterday,  that  I  have  ofTended  the  democracy  of  Dr.  March 
in  calling  the  American  Medical  Association  aristocratical ;  that  hence 
he  has  occupied  some  pages  of  the  Lancet  to  show  that  I  am  mistaken. 
I  have  not  a  thought  of  offending  any  one;  I  knew  that  many  of  them, 
and  I  supposed  that  all  of  them,  were  good  republicans  at  heart,  and 
that  they  would  be  glad  to  get  out  of  their  accidental  aristocracy,  their 
false  position,  could  they  only  see  the  means  and  the  way.  This  was 
to  think  well  of  them,  and  a  compliment.  And  now  let  me  say 
frankly,  that  if  any  of  them  presume  I  meant  to  offend,  I  ask  pardon 
even  on  their  own  presumption;  for  I  hold  that  a  writer  is  bound  to 
be  perspicuous  and  precise,  leaving  nothing  for  weakly  or  prejudiced 
minds  to  misunderstand. 

I  will  show  in  the  end  that  I  ought  not  to  have  used  the  word 
aristocratical ;  since  it  is  liable  to  be  received,  as  the  grammarians 
say,  in  a  bad  sense  ;  but  I  must  now  show  that  I  meant  no  harm — it 
was  not  a  poisoned  arrow,  as  the  Dr.  supposed. 

My  offending  paragraph  is  this  : 

"The  American  Medical  Association  is  not  a  republican  institu- 
tion— it  is  aristocratical  both  in  its  origin  and  its  continuance.  Of 
this  however  we  do  not  complain.  Its  origin  was  anomalous,  but 
there  was  perhaps  no  other  way  in  which  a  large  body  of  respectable 
men  could  be  so  quickly  got  together.  In  all  cases  of  difficulties, 
dangers,  or  pressing  necessities,  that  cannot  be  met  or  subserved  in 
the  regular  course  of  action,  some  commanding  spirits  may  assume  a 
temporary  authority.  Thus,  when  the  stamp  act  required  the  imme- 
diate action  of  the  American  people,  the  Assembly  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  took  measures  to  have  a  Congress  called  from  all  the  Colo- 
nies  to  meet  at  New- York,  and  ten  Colonies  obeyed  the  summons. 


32 


THE  NKW-TTORK 


So,  when  the  state  of  our  Profession  in  America  seemed  to  require 
that  support  and  protection  which  the  laws  denied,  the  Medica 
Society  of  New  York  summoned  a  convention  which  has  resolved  it 
self  into  the  American  Medical  Association/' 

Now  Walker  defines  aristocratical,  "relating  to  aristocracy,"  and 
this  he  defines  "that  form  of  government  that  places  the  supreme 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  nobles;"  and  have  I  not  called  them,  in  my 
paper,  respectable  men,  noble  spirits,  men  who  have  acted  their  part  well  ? 
Have  I  not  praised  the  professors  as  men  accustomed  to  public  speak- 
ing, and  therefore  suitable  to  be  sent  to  the  Association  1  Your  cor- 
respondent, as  one  of  them,  must  be  a  glutton  of  praise,  if  he  is  not. 
satisfied  with  this  dose,  which  is  not  an  infinitesimal  pill,  but  a  regu- 
lar bolus. 

But  he  takes  my  word  in  a  bad  sense,  and  supposes  that  I  am 
throwing  contempt  on  my  betters,  by  calling  them  aristocrats,  as  the 
low  politicians  are  accustomed  to  do.  Far  from  it,  Doctor,  I  dont 
belong  to  that  class  ;  I  am  an  old  Federalist,  and  love  the  aristocracy  ; 
hence,  I  used  the  word  in  its  genuine  sense,  not  in  that  of  the  French 
revolutionists,  which  has  not  yet  got  into  Walker's  Dictionary. 

Now,  instead  of  calling  them  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  profes- 
sion, as  1  have  done,  according  to  Walker,  he  takes  infinite  pains  to 
prove  that  they  are,  in  part  at  least,  a  posse  of  vulgar  Democrats. 
He  says,  that  if  the  committee  of  nine,  who  recommended  to  the  Con- 
vention of  New  York  to  call  a  convention  at  Philadelphia,  were  not 
aristocrats,  the  whole  Association,  down  to  this  time,  must  be  freed 
from  that  epithet.  (See  page  769.)  We  shall  not  refute  this  posi- 
tion, since  it  refutes  itself.  Then  he  goes  on  to  prove  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  nine  were  not  aristocrats,  by  giving  us  the  character,  dress, 
and  demeanor  of  each.  Dr.  Davis  must  not  lie  under  the  imputa- 
tion, because  he  wore  an  old  cap  at  the  convention  :  Dr.  M.  himself 
is  free  from  it,  because  he  has  learned  to  plough ;  Dr.  Watson  cannot 
incur  the  imputation  of  a  "  purse  proud,  haughty  aristocrat,"  because 
he  is  a  working  man  in  the  profession  ;  Dr.  Bush  he  dont  know,  but 
he  cannot  be  an  aristocrat,  "  or  he  would  not  have  consented  to  have 
been  (to  be  is  grammatical)  associated  with  such  a  set  of  plebeians  • 
of  Dr.  Brail  lard,  Stearns,  Haxall,  Bell,  he  has  nothing  momentous  to 
say,  unless  a  compliment  to  their  industry  and  good  manners ;  Dr. 
Knight's  plain  dress  proves  him  to  be  no  aristocrat ;  "  he  rather  looks 
like  a  Presbyterian  parson  than  a  pompous,  blustering  aristocrat." 

The  above  are  the  principal  characteristics  he  gives  those  eminent 
men;  and  by  virtue  of  these  he  claims  for  them  an  exemption  from 
my  imputation  of  aristocracy.    I  have  no  where  said  in  my  paper 
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that  the  members  of  the  Association  were  aristocratical  in  his  sense 
of  the  word,  no  where  have  I  represented  them  as  "purse  proud, 
sumptuous///  dressed,  abounding  in  wealth,  or  as  pompous  blustering 
aristocrats."  I  love  the  name  Aristocracy,  and  profess  to  belong  to 
it,  but  not  in  his  sense  thereof. 

I  used,  however,  the  wrong  word — I  ought  to  have  said  oligar- 
chial, relating  to  the  government  of  a  few,  whether  they  be  the 
aristoi,  or  kakistoi,  the  best  or  the  worst ;  whether  they  wear  Dr. 
Davis'  old  cap,  or  Caesar's  laurel  crown ;  whether  Jefferson's  red 
breeches  with  grey  stockings,  or  Hamilton's  black  velvets  with  white 
stockings.    I  am  not  a,  Democrat,  but  simply  a  republican  on  the  old 
Federal  principle ;  I  look  upon  science,  literature,  and  religion  as 
republics ;  I  know  that  a  great  majority  of  the  physicians  of  these 
states  would  prefer  a  representative  government ;  that  nearly  all  the 
Professors  of  Philadelphia  are  in  favor  of  the  plan  I  advocated  ;  that 
great  dissatisfaction  was  manifested  in  the  convention  of  1847  by  Dr. 
Hays,  Profs.  Jackson,  Meigs,  and  other  eminent  men  respecting  the 
organization ;  much  more  I  knew  which  I  have  not  time  to  mention, 
hence  I  advocated  Dr.  Tho.  II.  Yardley's  plan,  brought  by  him  be- 
fore our  County  Society  without  my  knowledge  or  presence.  (See 
my  paper,  page  9,  for  the  course  it  took.)    As  the  Society  had  unani- 
mously complimented  me  with  the  presidency  four  successive  years, 
I  felt  bound  to  work  for  them ;  and  being  requested  by  some  leading 
men  to  write  my  unfortunate  paper,  I  complied,  and  fifteen  hundred 
copies  were  unanimously  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated  at 
the  expev  se  of  the  Society.    I  did  not  expect  every  one  to  think  well 
of  it,  as  I  never  sought  any  other  ornament  in  writing  than  perspi- 
cuity. 

Dr.  March  has  made  one  great  mistake  in  point  of  fact.  He  says 
that  two  reports  on  modifying  the  representation  were  made  at  Rich- 
mond— "  one  not  essentially  changing  the  features  of  the  organiza- 
tion." Now  this  relates  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Hays,  which  literally 
changed  every  thing  except  the  representation  from  county  societies. 
It  cuts  off  the  schools  that  do  not  live  up  to  a  certain  standard  which 
he  assigns,  and  admits  only  one  delegate  from  those  that  live  up  to  it 
— and  those  he  tells  me  himself  are  only  two  or  three  ;  it  cuts  off  all 
associations  for  teaching,  all  dispensaries,  hospitals,  lunatic  asylums, 
the  army  and  navy,  all  societies  old  and  young,  except  county  socie- 
ties and  a  delegation  of  one  from  each  state  society,  however  large. 
And  yet  this  is  "not  essentially  changing  the  general  features  of  its 
organization ! ! !" 

I  wish  to  inform  Dr.  March  that  Dr.  Hays,  his  "  personification 
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of  meekness  and  humility" — I  would  rather  call  him  a  perfect  gen- 
tleman— that  this  Dr.  Hays  is  as  hostile  to  the  present  organization 
as  any  other  member  in  our  County  Society.  He  opposed  it  in  the 
Convention,  and  offered  another.  I  heard  him  make  vehement  objec- 
tions to  it  in  our  State  Society  in  1851  and  52,  and  lie  reported 
strongly  against  it  at  Richmond.  lie  admits  schools  into  his  plan 
only  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  them  to  do  better.  By  cutting 
them  all  off  that  do  not  reach  his  beau-ideal,  he  hopes  the  others  will 
come  into  a  better  way  of  living,  for  the  sake  of  being  represented  in 
the  Association. 

1  hope  to  give  you  some  further  thoughts  on  this  subject,  not  for 
my  own  sake,  but  for  that  of  the  cause ;  but  I  wish  this  to  go  by  the 
next  mail,  lest  it  be  too  late  for  insertion  in  your  next  number. 
Meanwhile  one  of  you,  who  is  my  old  acquaintance,  must  know,  that 
what  I  have  said  above,  respecting  the  Aristocracy  of  the  Association, 
is  sincere.  I  look  upon  them  as  aristocratical  in  a  body,  not  person- 
ally, in  Dr.  March's  sense;  and  I  believe  they  would  gladly  get  out  of 
the  trouble  if  they  saw  a  way  of  retreating  for  the  advantage  of  the 
profession ;  for  they  well  know  that  there  are  very  many  sturdy 
aristocrats,  in  the  true  sense,  who  cannot  become  members  of  the  pre- 
sent organization, 

Very  Respectfully,  Yours, 

S.  Jackson. 
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jjglp3  In  the  New  Series,  our  patrons  will  percieve  an  improve- 
ment in  the  form,  paper,  type,  and  appearance  of  this  journal,  in  ful- 
filment of  our  promise,  contingent  only  on  our  success,  and  propor- 
tioned thereto.  A  corresponding  change  has  been  made  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  its  contents ;  by  commencing  each  number  with  "  Original 
Contributions,"  to  be  followed  by  K  Selected  Articles,"  when  the 
"  Editorial "  matter  under  various  heads,  concludes  the  number.  The 
advertising  columns  are  to  be  found  in  the  appendix  and  on  the  cover. 

We  have  been  obliged  to  postpone  several  articles  in  type  for  this 
number,  to  make  room  for  the  truly  valuable  paper  of  Professor  Car- 
nochan  on  Osteo-aneurism  which  will  amply  repay  perusal.  A  num- 
ber of  communications,  editorials,  book  notices,  &c.  are  crowded  out, 
for  which  the  parties  interested,  as  well  as  our  readers,  will  please 
accept  our  apology. 
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Of  all  classes  into  which  the  American  community  is  divided, 
physicians  and  the  medical  men  engaged  in  kindred  avocations,  more 
or  less  identical  with  our  profession,  have  the  fewest  newspapers  and 
periodicals  devoted  to  their  service.  In  this  great  city  nearly  every 
other  profession,  trade,  employment,  or  vocation  of  whatever  kind, 
diligently  employ  the  press  in  elevating  and  advancing  the  pursuits 
to  which  they  are  devoted  ;  and  hence  weekly,  monthly,  quarterly  and 
annual  journals  are  amply  sustained  by  the  pulpit,  the  bar,  the  mer- 
cantile, mechanical,  scientific,  artistic,  military  and  musical  frater- 
nities; and  almost  every  civic,  social,  and  benevolent  organization  ha3 
its  own  presses,  for  whose  support  every  department  rallies  in  har- 
monious co-operation. 

The  medical  profession  of  this  city  have  long  suffered  loss,  by  their 
tardiness  and  remissness  in  employing  the  periodical  press  in  their 
service,  and  by  failing  to  unite  their  energies  and  contributions  in 
giving  permanence  and  efficiency  to  the  numerous  attempts  to  esta- 
blish a  medical  press  for  the  common  benefit.  Hence  the  numerous 
enterprizes  of  individuals  in  this  field  have  so  often  failed  after  a  few 
months  or  years  at  most;  or  for  lack  of  general  support  from  the 
profession  at  large,  have  fallen  into  the  possession  of  some  school, 
clique,  or  faction,  and  being  abandoned  by  all  else,  their  epitaph 
has  been  written,  often  before  their  departure  to  the  tomb  of  the 
Capulets. 

It  is  now  less  than  three  years  since  this  journal  was  started,  as  a 
weekly  newspaper,  to  supply  the  deficiency  felt  and  deplored  by  so 
many,  that  the  new  experiment  was  determined  upon.  At  that  time 
we  had  but  one  medical  periodical,  the  bi-monthly  conducted  by  Dr. 
Purple,  but  owned  by  a  lawyer,  to  whom  it  still  belongs,  and  who 
doubtless  retains  it  as  a  private  speculation,  only  until  *  ome  medical 
man  or  men  can  be  found,  having  the  enterprise  to  take  it  off  his 
hands  at  a  fair  valuation.  No  purchaser  has  been  found,  though  long 
in  the  market,  and  the  ponderous  journal  is  still  sent  forth  from  Wall- 
street  upon  its  weary  way. 

Soon  after  the  Gazette  appeared,  in  1850,  and  by  its  independence 
of  all  cliques  began  to  secure  the  favor  of  the  profession  in  the  city 
and  country,  a  little  fiction  well  known  in  the  city  under  the  name  of 
the  "  Mutual  Admiration  Society,"  commenced  a  rival  publication 
with  an  unscrupulous  and  nondescript  editor,  of  whom  we  decline 
saying  more,  as  he  was  "more  sinned  against  than  sinning."  Thus 
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caparisoned,  they  sent  forth  the  cheap  Medical  Register,  which  by 
the  aid  of  its  numerous  godfathers  survived  but  a  single  year.  Upon 
its  ruins  a  second  journal  was  erected,  under  another  name,  though 
still  controlled  by  the  same  clique ;  but  its  medical  foppery  and  tom- 
fooleries gained  only  its  quietus  in  a  few  months.  Still,  however,  a 
third  attempt  is  made  to  galvanize  this  Medical  Times  into  existence, 
under  another  and  very  reputable  editor,  but  with  no  better  success, 
as  this  year  will  show,  for  the  precise  reason  which  has  strangled  its 
predecessors.  The  profession  at  home  and  abroad  are  proof  against 
being  coaxed  or  wheedled  into  the  support  of  any  medical  journal, 
which  is  and  must  be  dumb  against  the  flagrant  abuses  in  our  midst, 
because  those  concerned  in  conducting  it  are  themselves  either  speci- 
alists, advertisers,  or  hungry  expectants  for  places  and  spoils,  and 
hence  cannot  fail  to  make  their  press  tributary  to  personal  or  par- 
ty ends. 

Meanwhile  the  New-York  Medical  Gazette  has  pursued  the  "even 
tenor  of  its  way,"  neither  turning  to  the  right  or  left  to  play  the  sy- 
cophant, nor  shrinking  from  responsibility  when  the  common  weal 
of  the  profession  has  been  endangered  or  menaced.  With  entire  in- 
dependence of  all  schools  and  cliques,  with  just  and  manly  freedom 
of  discussion,  this  press  has  lifted  its  voice  on  high  against  every  form 
of  quackery,  whether  in  high  or  low  places, — giving  no  quarter  to 
ignorance  or  unprincipled  knavery  in  those  claiming  to  belong  to  our 
fraternity,  while  degrading  the  craft  by  catering  to  popular  credulity, 
and  making  gain  by  pandering  to  public  delusion  and  imposture. 
Homoeopathy,  hydropathy,  chrono-thermalism,  mesmerism,  clairvoy- 
ance, spiritual  knocking,  and  kindred  species  of  medical  villainy  have 
been  exposed  and  rebuked  at  the  expense  of  the  malignant  assaults  of 
both  knaves  and  dupes. 

The  multiplied  abuses  long  existing  and  still  perpetuated  in  cer- 
tain pseudo-medical  schools  have  been  canvassed  and  reproved  with- 
out fear,  favor,  or  partiality;  including  their  "traps  to  catch  gulls," — 
their  "  lying  catalogues,"  their  "  stolen  introductories,"  their  fictitious 
cliniques  and  lectures ; — their  rude  and  indecent  exposure  of  female 
paupers  to  the  prurient  gaze  of  idle  curiosity, — their  advertising 
themselves  and  their  feats  in  the  newspapers, — their  fictitious  pre- 
tences of  charity, — their  circulars,  hand-bills,  cards,  and  trickery 
generally ;  all  of  which  are  violations  of  our  code  of  Ethics,  and  con 
temptuously  insulting  to  the  whole  profession.  This  Herculean  task 
we  have  undertaken,  and  in  cleansing  the  Augean  stables  we  have 
encountered  the  filthy  missiles  thrown  at  us  and  our  journal  by  the 
parties  concerned  in  these  outrages ;  and  we  have  been  sustained, 
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meanwhile,  by  the  cheering  encouragement  of  the  good  men  and  trne 
in  and  out  of  the  schools,  at  home  and  abroad,  who  felt  the  urgent 
necessity  of  our  thankless  work,  and  honored  us  for  the  candor,  in- 
dependence, and  truth  with  which  we  have  performed  it.  If  we 
needed  testimonials,  we  have  those  on  file  which,  by  the  age,  emi- 
nence, and  position  of  their  authors,  would  bring  the  blush  of  shame 
even  upon  the  brazen  faces  of  those  who  have  recently  impeached  our 
motives  by  unworthy  assaults,  aimed  both  at  us  and  our  journal. 
But  we  can  afford  to  bide  our  time. 

These  and  similar  objects  will  still  claim  our  occasional  attention, 
for  wTe  have  only  "scotched  the  snakes,  not  killed  them."  But  as 
heretofore,  our  journal  will  keep  pace  with  the  science  in  its  onward 
inarch  toward  greater  perfection,  and  every  novelty  at  home  and 
abroad  will  be  early  brought  to  the  notice  of  our  readers,  and  criti- 
cised, as  its  practical  importance  may  seem  to  demand.  Especially 
have  all  new  publications  been  subjected  to  scrutiny,  and  this  work 
we  shall  continue  with  still  greater  particularity  in  every  succeeding 
number. 

What  we  especially  need,  is  not  merely  new  subscribers,  although 
these  will  be  acceptable  at  all  times;  but  we  much  more  pressingly 
need  that  our  readers  should  become  writers,  and  multiply  their  con- 
tributions to  our  pages,  by  reporting  cases  of  anomalous  disease, 
medical  facts  in  either  department,  or  practical  contributions  to  the 
science,  such  as  must  be  often  lost  for  want  of  being  recorded,  as  they 
are  ever  recurring  to  practitioners,  as  well  as  teachers,  everywhere. 

Our  brethren  at  a  distance,  who  call  themselves  country  prac- 
titioners, very  often  complain  that  they  are  overshadowed  by  the 
clamorous  pretensions  made  by  their  more  favored  brethren  in  the 
city ;  and  they  often  allege  that  the  journals  are  published  for  the 
benefit  of  the  latter,  while  their  claims,  often  meritorious,  are  over- 
looked. But  the  pages  of  our  three  volumes,  just  finished,  will  bear 
testimony  that  so  far  as  we  are  concerned  no  such  invidious  dis- 
tinction has  ever  been  recognized.  We  regard  our  brethren  in  the 
country  as  in  some  respects  more  eligibly  circumstanced,  than  those 
in  the  city,  for  making  a  journal  like  ours  tributary  to  their  purposes; 
and  if  they  would  write  more,  they  would  have  less  ground  of  com- 
plaint, and  at  the  same  time  improve  themselves,  while  contributing 
to  advance  their  profession.  In  renewedly  applying  ourselves  to  our 
task  with  the  opening  of  our  new  volume,  we  can  only  assure  our 
patrons  of  a  continuance  of  our  efforts  to  furnish  them  with  a  monthly 
digest  of  all  that  is  new  or  important  in  medical  science  or  in  medical 
politics,  fir^t  in  New-York,  for  obvious  reasons ;  but  next,  and  with 


38 


THE  NEW-YORK 


equal  candor  and  truth,  we  shall  condense  within  our  successive 
numbers  everything  novel,  important,  and  interesting,  which  can  he 
gathered  from  the  pages  of  the  other  journals  at  home  and  abroad,  all 
of  which  find  their  way  to  our  table.  Wedded  to  no  exclusive  creed 
in  rational  medicine,  bound  to  no  sect  of  specialists,  and  identified 
with  no  school  or  clique,  the  editor  of  this  journal  can  never  become  a 
partizan  of  either.  So  far  from  it,  claiming  to  be  a  general  practi- 
tioner of  scientific  medicine  in  all  its  departments,  he  refuses  to  give 
precedence  in  any  speciality,  to  pretenders  to  exclusive  knowledge  in 
either,  whether  imported  or  indigenous;  and  has  hence  always  done 
his  own  surgery,  upon  whatever  region  of  the  body  operations  have 
been  demanded ;  performed  his  own  obstetrical  operations  whenever 
called  for;  made  his  own  diagnosis  by  physical  exploration,  if  re- 
quired, needing  no  proxy  for  this,  any  more  than  for  ratiocination,  in 
whatever  cavity  morbid  lesions  have  been  subjected  to  his  treatment. 
And  while  recognizing  in  every  other  general  practitioner,  similarly 
trained  in  every  department,  an  equal,  a  brother  and  a  friend,  whose 
counsel  is  always  desirable,  he  eschews  all  hobby-horscieal  pre- 
tensions, by  whomsoever  made,  and  gives  to  such  a  wide  berth.  In 
every  general  practitioner,  worthy  the  name,  he  expects  to  find  a 
surgeon,  oculist,  aurist,  obstetrician,  auscultator,  chemist,  botanist, 
pharmaceutist,  therapeutist,  equally  competent  in  either  of  the  prac- 
tical branches  of  the  profession,  and  equally  reliable  for  skilful  treat- 
ment of  disease,  medical  or  surgical,  whether  located  in  the  lungs, 
heart,  stomach,  kidneys,  brain  or  elsewhere.  If  he  is  not  so,  the  fault 
is  his  own,  or  that  of  the  faculty  by  whom  he  was  taught.  If  ke  is 
so,  he  will  neither  mount  a  hobby  himself,  nor  countenance  those  who 
do.  He  knows  that  when  men  claim  to  be  surgeons  par  excellence, 
they  often  tacitly  admit  their  deficiencies  in  other  departments  in  the 
hope  of  bolstering  their  claims  in  their  speciality,  and  so  of  all  the 
tribe  of  specialists.  And  yet  he  equally  knows  that  no  man  is  a  safe 
practitioner  in  any  one  department,  who  is  not  thoroughly  trained  in 
all.  Such  men  are  ever  giving  proof  of  their  skill  and  success,  and 
they  never  become  specialists,  nor  counsel  with  those  who  do.  To 
make  more  such  men  we  have  labored,  and  will  labor  still. 

AVhat  should  be  thought  of  the  man,  claiming  to  be  a  physician, 
who,  in  the  country  or  in  the  city,  finds  it  necessary  to  transfer 
diseases  of  the  eye  to  an  oculist — surgical  maladies  to  a  surgeon — 
parturient  difficulties  to  an  obstetrician — female  diseases  to  some 
specialist  in  this  department — those  of  children  to  another — diseases 
of  the  lungs  to  one  auscultator,  those  of  the  heart  to  another,  and 
those  of  the  skin  to  some  wiseacre  who  is  a  specialist  in  such  matters, 
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and  so  of  the  rest  of  the  "  ills  which  flesh  is  heir  to  !"  And  yet  the 
fact  that  there  are  these  specialists  and  a  hundred  more,  implies  the 
false  pretence  that  they  have  peculiar  or  exclusive  knowledge  in  these 
several  departments.  And  yet,  while  aiming  to  create  and  propagate 
this  impression,  who  ever  heard  of  one  of  these  gentry  declining  any 
patient,  because  not  in  his  department  1  Where  is  the  surgeon  who 
declines  a  ease  of  colic  or  gout,  if  a  fee  is  forthcoming  1  Where  the 
oculist  who,  under  like  circumstances,  lets  slip  a  fistula  in  ano  ?  And 
does  the  skin  doctor  refuse  a  case  of  fracture,  or  the  lung  and  heart 
doctor  one  of  hernia?  Not  at  all;  "all  is  fish  that  comes  to  their 
net,"  and  they  only  use  their  speciality,  whatever  it  is,  to  give  them 
importance  or  notoriety;  while  every  one  of  them  seeks  to  be  con. 
sidered  a  general  practitioner  in  all  departments,  but  especially 
skilled  beyond  their  fellows  in  his  chosen  hobby. 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  add  that  in  these  observations  we 
distinctly  admit  all  that  can  justly  be  claimed  as  the  result  of  ex- 
clusive devotion  to  any  particular  department  of  practice,  by  those 
who  have  been  thoroughly  educated  in  all ;  since  cumulative  ex- 
perience in  treating  a  multitude  of  cases,  in  any  special  class  of 
diseases,  will  of  necessity  render  its  fruits  in  the  augmentation  of  tact 
and  skill.  What  we  insist  on  is,  that  all  pretensions  in  any  one 
speciality,  by  men  known  to  be  without  thorough  training  and  qualifi- 
cation in  all  departments  of  the  profession ;  or  by  those  who  only 
usc  such  pretensions  while  aiming  thus  to  advertise  themselves  in  all, 
are  fictitious,  and  should  be  discountenanced,  both  by  the  profession 
and  the  public. 

Medicine,  like  other  professions,  fails  to  confer  rank  on  inferiority 
or  mediocrity,  though  it  will  elevate  cither,  if  the  man  is  personally 
worthy  of  respect ;  and  of  this  his  measure  of  self-respect  is  the 
criterion.  But  no  profession  must  be  expected  to  invest  its  members 
with  any  impunity  or  protection,  who,  by  personal  unworthiness  in 
character  or  conduct,  degrade  themselves.  The  public  are  not  slow 
to  award  full  appreciation  to  exalted  merit  in  cither  of  the  professions, 
when  conjoined  with  personal  worth  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Such 
men  secure  and  retain  the  confidence  of  their  brethren  by  similar 
tests  of  character,  and  none  but  such  deserve  it. 

Health  of  the  City. 

The  bills  of  mortality  arc  not  large,  but  there  are  indications  of 
Scarlatina,  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal  Fever,  notwithstanding  the 
mildness  of  the  winter  is  remarkable.  As  usual  at  this  season,  there 
arc  cases  of  Small  Pox  and  Varioloid.  Otherwise  our  city  is  healthy. 
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Ambulatorium 

Is  the  title  adopted  by  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine,  by 
which  to  designate  their  CUnique,  the  latter  term  being  rejected  as 
deceptive  and  false.  The  name  suggested  for  that  famous  "  obstetrical 
clinique"  of  Dr.  Bedford  in  14th  street,  is  " Spcculatorium"  significant 
of  that  characteristic  feat  he  performs  weekly  upon  that  same  woman, 
pro  bono  publico. 

Hot  Haste! 

We  have  seldom  heard  of  such  a  hurry  to  scramble  into  office 
as  lately  occurred  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city.  The  post  of  Me- 
dical Superintendent  to  a  Lunatic  Asylum  being  about  to  be  vacated, 
one  of  the  candidates  determined  to  succeed  by  a  covp  de  main,  in 
forestalling  all  his  competitors.  Having  persuaded  the  incumbent  to 
abdicate  his  place,  before  the  meeting  of  the  Board  to  appoint  his  suc- 
cessor, by  proffering  to  act  as  his  substitute ;  he  took  possession  of 
the  snug  birth,  removed  his  family  thither,  and  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  in  cool  anticipation  of  the  appointment.  This  cool 
artifice  did  not  prevent  the  appointment  of  another  gentleman  to  the 
place,  who  forthwith  displaced  the  locum  tenens,  and  set  him  adrift  to 
repent  of  such  hot  haste  at  his  leisure.  How  true  the  maxim,  "Many 
a  slip,  &c,"  or  that  other  old  saw  about  the  folly  of  "  counting  chick- 
ens, &c."  We  assure  our  neighbor  of  our  sympathies  under  his  griev- 
ous disappointment,  though  we  could  have  "  better  spared  a  better 
man  "  from  the  ranks  of  the  city  fraternity.  We  wish  him  better  luck 
next  time. 

The  best  Joke  of  the  Season 

Is  related  as  having  been  perpetrated  the  other  night  in  the  Patholo- 
gical Society.  One  of  its  members  had  been  treating  a  female  in  a 
pauper  hospital  for  Ulceration  of  the  Os  uteri  with  all  the  parapherna- 
lia of  speculum,  topical  cauterization,  astringent  and  anodyne  washes, 
&c.  after  the  most  approved  fashion,  until  as  usual,  she  died  secundum 
artem.  Whereupon  the  organ  and  its  appendages  were  removed  from 
the  body,  and  taken  to  the  Society  for  the  inspection  of  the  savans. 
The  history  of  the  patient,  the  diagnosis,  treatment,  and  fatal  result 
having  been  duly  chronicled,  the  specimen  was  produced  upon  the  ta- 
ble. All  eyes  were  eager  to  examine  the  pathological  mischiefs  which 
had  destroyed  life,  but  after  diligent  search,  the  uterus  was  declared 
to  be  a  perfect  type  of  the  normal  structure  of  the  organ,  the  only  de- 
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viation  from  health  being  the  local  injury  of  the  textures,  resulting 
from  the  mistaken  remedies  which  had  been  applied  for  a  disease 
which  had  no  existence.  The  blunder  can  only  be  accounted  for  by 
the  theory  that  the  disease  had  been  cured,  of  which  the  patient  is  ne- 
vertheless reported  to  have  died.  It  would  be  better  in  such  case  to 
have  no  post  mortem,  for  it  would  be  less  awkward  for  the  doctors  to 
let  the  grave  cover  up  such  cures,  than  that  they  should  only  be  dis- 
covered after  death.  No  report  of  this  case  will  be  published  in  the 
forthcoming  Medical  Times,  and  we  hence  charitably  supply  this  lack 
of  service. 

Dr.  Mark  Stephenson 

Has  commenced  his  course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  eye,  by  an 
introductory  delivered  at  the  Hall  of  the  14th-street  Medical  College, 
and  will  continue  them  at  the  Hospital  in  Stuyvesant-street.  He  has 
published  a  syllabus  for  the  use  of  his  class.  All  such  efforts  deserve 
encouragement,  and  wre  wish  him  success  in  his  persevering  endeavors. 

Dr.  Welch's 

Splints  and  apparatus  for  Fractures  announced  in  another  column,  are 
worthy  of  universal  adoption  in  lieu  of  any  other  before  the  profes- 
sion. Their  ingenuity  and  surgical  adaptation  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  intended,  should  give  them  preference  and  patronage- 
They  will  be  found  invaluable  for  country  physicians,  who  often  find 
it  difficult  to  adjust  and  retain  the  fractured  limbs  of  their  patients  for 
want  of  the  conveniences  and  appliances  which  are  only  attainable  in 
the  cities.  By  providing  themselves  with  a  complete  set,  they  will  be 
prepared  to  treat  fractures  in  either  of  the  limbs  with  facility  and 
success.  The  whole  apparatus  ought  to  be  possessed  by  every  practi- 
tioner in  city  and  country,  since  they  are  as  indispensable  in  practice 
as  are  other  Surgical  instruments,  and  should  be  in  readiness  for 
emergencies. 

The  Judges  for  the  late  Fair  of  the  American  Institute  awarded 
the  medal  to  Dr.  Welch  for  his  meritorious  improvements. 

Dr.  E.  Brown  Sequard, 

Having  lately  completed  his  course  of  lectures  and  demonstrations  on 
the  Physiology  of  the  nervous  system,  exemplified  by  vivisections, 
electro-magnetism,  &c.  at  the  New-York  Medical  College,  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  class,  expressive  of  their  high  sense 
of  his  scientific  attainments,  and  their  exalted  estimate  of  the  value  of 
his  instructions,  in  a  field  of  inquiry  which  he  is  exploring  with  such 
diligence  and  success.   They  unitedly  gave  him  a  vote  of  thanks,  and 
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commend  him  to  the  fraternity  every  where,  as  an  able  teacher,  and 
one  meriting  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  profession.  This 
class  included  Professors  H.  Green,  Carnochan,  Doremus,  and  Davis, 
with  Drs.  Sabine,  Dcwees,  Detmold,  Wallace,  Elder,  I.  Greene,  Sayre, 
Thebaud,  Reese,  and  others. 

Philadelphia  Schools. 

We  learn  from  our  sister  city  that  she  still  bears  the  palm  of 
supremacy  as  the  medical  Emporium,  by  the  extent  of  the  classes  in 
attendance  upon  the  present  session  of  lectures.  Jefferson  Medical 
College  leads  off  with  near  GOO  students ;  the  old  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania has  nearly  500  on  her  list : — the  Pennsylvania  College,  and 
the  Philadelphia  College,  the  two  humble  rivals  in  the  regular  way, 
have  each  less  than  a  hundred,  probably  150  between  them,  while  the 
Irregulars  comprising  the  Homoeopathic,  Eclectic,  Botanical  and  Fe- 
minine Colleges,  will  probably  increase  the  aggregate  of  students 
now  in  Philadelphia  to  fifteen  hundred  !  This  is  a  larger  number 
than  can  be  counted,  collectively,  in  all  the  Medical  Colleges  of  Bos- 
ton, New-York,  Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St.  Louis,  Charles- 
ton, Richmond,  Augusta  and  New  Orleans,  if  it  does  not  include  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  smaller  and  country  schools. 

Why  this  supremacy  is  retained,  notwithstanding  the  multitude 
of  regular  colleges,  now  numbering  some  40  or  50  in  the  country,  is 
a  question  to  which  many  answers  may  be  given,  no  one  of  which 
would  satisfy  all,  or  reconcile  either  of  the  other  cities  to  its  longer 
continuance.  We  in  New-York  have  long  insisted  that  our  city  ought 
to  be  first  in  Medical  Education,  as  we  claim  to  be  foremost  in  every 
thing  else.  But  still,  with  our  three  colleges,  we  can  only  be  second 
to  Philadelphia,  and  verily  there  must  be  a  cause. 

Suppose  that  it  were  possible  to  transfer  the  whole  corps  of  med- 
ical professors  and  teachers,  with  all  their  appliances  of  every  kind, 
from  Philadelphia  to  New- York,  and  vice  versa  ;  and  to  give  due  pub- 
licity to  the  change  prior  to  the  next  session  of  lectures.  Does  any 
body  doubt  whether  the  current  of  medical  classes  would  not  be 
turned  this  way,  and  whether  with  such  a  change,  New-York  would  not 
then  take  the  lead  of  Philadelphia?  To  state  this  hypothesis,  is  the 
best  answer  we  can  give  to  the  question  why  the  latter  city  is  now 
thronged  with  students.  Whether  it  is  owing  to  the  superiority  of 
learning,  of  enterprise,  of  liberality,  of  skill,  of  tact,  or  of  wealth,  or 
of  all  these  combined,  that  there  is  better  teaching  there  than  here, 
the  fact  is  undeniable.  "  Where  the  carcase  is,  there  will  the  eagles 
be  gathered."  The  brethren  will  excuse  the  homeliness  of  the  illustra- 
tion, in  view  of  its  fitness. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


43 


iStrftot's  ^ovtfoifo. 

Dr.  Cotton,  of  London,  in  advocating  the  topical  application  of 
solutions  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  larynx,  objects  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  sponge.  He  prefers  dropping  the  solution  into  the  larynx 
from  a  sponge  placed  at  the  extremity  of  one  of  the  blades  of  a 
curved  forceps,  compression  being  made  by  the  other  at  the  moment 
when  the  spatula  exposes  the  epiglottis. 

In  Vienna,  and  in  the  provinces  bordering  on  Hungary  arsenic- 
eating  has  become  a  morbid  habit  as  common  as  opium-eating  in 
some  other  countries.  The  arsenic  in  small  particles  is  mixed  with 
their  bread,  and  is  said  to  induce  a  fresh  and  clear  complexion,  and  to 
brighten  the  intellect,  when  used  in  very  small  quantities;  but  when 
the  habit  is  formed,  debility  and  premature  death  quickly  follow. 
By  the  verdict  of  a  jury  in  a  case  of  suspected  poisoning,  these  facts 
have  astounded  the  medico-legal  inquirers,  who  thus  learned  them  for 
the  first  time. 

The  terebinthinate  liniment  to  the  spine,  for  the  cure  of  obstinate 
intermittents,  is  very  generally  used  by  the  English  and  French 
physicians,  with  or  without  the  addition  of  chloroform. 

A  new  instrument  has  been  invented  by  Dr.  Czermak,  called  the 
orthoscope  for  examining  the  internal  structure  of  the  eye,  and  which 
promises  much  for  the  diagnosis  of  disease  in  the  department  of 
ophthalmology.  Dr.  Detmold  has  already  imported  the  instrument 
and  exhibited  it  to  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine. 

M.  Malgaignc  has  recently  operated  for  aneurismal  varix,  by  tying 
the  artery  both  below  and  above  the  tumour,  with  entire  success, 
thus  avoiding  all  interference  with  the  tumour  or  sac. 

Dr.  Cooke  has  been  exhibiting  the  infusoria,  found  in  a  case  of 
cancerous  tongue,  to  the  savans  of  the  London  Medical  Society, 
hoping  thus  to  throw  additional  light  on  the  pathology  of  cancer  by 
means  of  the  microscope.    Their  origin  admits  of  very  grave  doubts. 

Dr.  Clay,  of  Manchester,  has  extirpated  the  ovary  by  the  large 
incision  in  fifty -five  cases,  only  eighteen  of  which  were  fatal. 


44 


THE  NEW-YORK 


Ergot  may  be  preserved  indefinitely  by  drying  it  in  an  oven  and 
pulverizing  it  with  double  its  weight  of  fine  loaf  sugar.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  keep  it  dry  in  closely-stopped  bottles. 

Lead  poisoning  is  frequent  in  France,  from  drinking  champagne 
cider,  in  the  manufacture  of  which  lead  is  employed.  The  usual 
mischiefs  to  health  having  become  extensive  by  the  development  of 
the  characteristic  symptoms,  the  government  have  instituted  inquiries 
on  the  subject. 

The  manufacture  of  white  lead  and  its  use  as  a  paint  are  about  to 
be  prohibited  in  France,  because  of  its  fatal  effects  upon  the  work- 
men, eighty  lives  having  been  sacrificed,  and  two  thousand  persons 
diseased,  some  of  them  incurably,  among  the  laborers  in  this  de- 
partment. No  other  country  exhibits  such  concern  for  the  public  health. 
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TO  PHYSICIANS  THROUGHOUT  THE 
UNITED  STATES.  Deeming  it  unneces- 
sary to  remind  any  regular  member  of  the  Medi- 
cal profession,  of  the  established  Medical  pro- 
perties of  Pure  Holland  Gin,  in  many  diseas- 
es of  dropsical  tendency,  I  respectfully  invite 
vour  examination  to  a  very  superior  Article, 
manufactured  by  myself  exclusively,  at  Schie- 
dam, in  Holland,  by  a  process  pecular  in  my 
oicn  Factory.  It  is  flavored  and  medicated,  not 
by  the  common  harsh  be  rry,  but  by  the  choice 
botanical  variety  of  the  aromatic  Italian  Juni- 
per Berry, whose  more  vinous  extract  is  distill- 
ed and  rectified  with  its  spirituous  solvent,  and 
thus  becomes  a  concentrated  tincture,  ot  ex- 
quisite flavor  and  aroma,  altosethcr  transcen- 
dent, in  its  cordial  and  medicinal  properties, 
to  any  Holland  Gin  heretofore  known. 

Amid  the  influx  of  inferior  distillations  with 
which  the  market  is  now  flooded,  physicians 
find  no  little  difficulty  in  procuring  a  good  and 
pure  Gin,  which  they  can  prescribe  with  con- 
fidence iu  its  beneficial  effects.  As  an  importer 


of  twenty  years'  standini,  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  possessing  a  matured  experience  in 
the  manufacture  of  Holland  Gin  especially, 
I  beg  to  submit  to  your  attention  my  "Aro- 
matic Schiedam  Schnapps,"  as  one  which 
cannot  fail  to  realizeyour  utmost  expectations, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  to  forward  to  you  a  bottle 
of  it  free  or  charge,  in  answer  to  a  letter  inti- 
mating your  readiness  to  accept  it. 

It  is  now  scarcely  six  months  since  I  have 
prepared  and  distributed  my  Schiedam  Gin 
exclusively  for  medicinal  purposes  ;  yet,  with- 
in that  brief  period  I  have  received  numerous 
letters,  both  from  physicians  and  patients,  tes- 
tifying to  its  really  extraordinary  efficacy 
in  Grave},  Incipient  Dropsy,  and  affections  of 
the  Kidneys  and  Bladder  generally;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  would  yield  similar  re- 
sults, with  precision  and  certainty,  in  your 
own  professional  experience. 

UDOLPHO  WOLFE,  Importer, 

No.  22  Beaver-street,  New- York. 
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ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — Spuing 
Course  of  Lectures.— The  next  Course 
of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  Fe- 
bruary 8,  1853,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 
Surgery — Alden  March,  M.  D. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine — James 
McNaughton,  M.  D. 
Materia  Medica— T.  Romeyn  Beck,  M.  D. 
Anatomy— James  II.  Ahmsby,  M.  D. 
Chemistry— Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.  D. 
Institutes  of  Medicine— Thomas  Hun,  M.D. 
Medical  Jurisprudence— Amos  Dean,  Esq. 
Obstetrics — Howard  Townsend,  M.  D. 
Clinical  Instruction  will  he  given  regularly 
durintr  the  session  at  the  Hospital  and  College. 

Fees  for  the  first  course,  $60 ;  second  course, 
$50 :  Matriculation  fee,  $5 ;  Graduation  lee, 
$20.  Students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  at  other  institutions,  will 
be  required  to  pay  $10. 

Graduates  of  this  College,  and  of  In- 
stitutions where  the  requirements  are  the 
same  as  at  this,  will  have  free  admission  to 
the  Lectures.    Albany,  Dec.  4, 1852. 

THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — String 
Course,  1853. — The  Nineteenth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March, 
1853,  and  continue  1C  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

George  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor. of  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

George  W.  Field,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  and  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $62  ;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  Gra- 
duation, $20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  lichts,  &c,  $2  per 
week.  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  D.,  Dean. 


rpO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS  AND  THE 
J-  PROFESSION. — Dr.  ELLIOT'S  Lectures 
on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Ophthalmic 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  including  the  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  and  Pathology  of  the  Human  Eye, 
will  be  resumed  during  the  ensuing  winter. 
Clinical  and  microscopic  demonstrations,  with 
dissections  of  the  organ,  and  magnified  draw- 
ings from  nature,  will  illustrate  the  course. 

Special  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  recip- 
rocal relations  and  sympathies  between  the 
structure  of  the  eye  and  the  vital  organs, 
showing  the  indispensable  necessity  of  general 
and  constitutional  treatment  in  ull  forms  of 
Ophthalmic  disease. 

Circulars,  containing  full  particulars  and 
testimonials,  may;be  obtained  by  calling  on 
Dr.  Elliott,  at  his  office,  498  Broadway,  on 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  between 
10  and  3  o'clock. 


C'ASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — 
'  There  will  be  annually  lu-o  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  in  this  Institution  ;  the  Spring  Ses- 
sion commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in 
February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August  Ench  course 
will  continue  four  months,  under  the  direction 
of  the  following  fatuity. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  Obstetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try, and  Natural  History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery. 

William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Course  of  Lectures, 
$50.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  full 
Courses  at  othc  r  Medical  Colleges,  $10.  Ma- 
triculation, $5.  Graduation,  $l(i.  Board,  in- 
cluding the  expenses  of  room,  fuel,  and  lights, 
can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses  at  irom 
$1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via 
White  Hall,  and  from  Boston  and  Burlington 
via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  ,S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
Castleton,  Vt.,  May.  1852. 

LECTURES  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE 
CHEST. — The  undersigned  proposes  to 
continue  his  Winter  Course  of  Free  Lectures 
on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Heart,  on  every 
Tuesday  evening,  (commencing  November 
2d,)  from  8  to  9  o'clock,  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  Crosby-st. 

Illustrations  will  be  given  by  numerous 
Casts,  Drawings  and  Morbid  Specimens. 

There  will  be  a  Chest  Clinique,  with  Patho- 
logical Demonstrations,  at  3  o'clock,  on  each 
succeeding  Saturday  afternoon,  at  his  Office, 
No.  49  East  Broadway, 

(t^='  Students,  and  Members  of  the  Pro- 
fession, are  respectfully  invited. 

JOHN  W.  CORSON,  M.  D. 
One  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Brooklyn  C.  H. 

ECTURES  ON  OPHTHALMIC  MEDI- 
CINE  AND  SURGERY.— The  subscriber 
will  continue  his  course  of  Lectures  on  the 
above  subjects  every  Thursday  Evening  dur- 
ing the  Winter,  from  eight  to  nine  o'clock,  at 
the  New-Y'ork  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  No.  6 
Stuyvesant-st.,  near  Third  Avenue. 

The  introductory  to  the  course  will  be  given 
on  Thursday,  November  11th,  at  o'clock, 
P.  M.  at  the  University  Medical  College  in 
Fourteenth-st.,  between  Irving  Place  and  Third 
Avenue.  Subject — The  Rise  and  Progress  of 
Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Institutions  in  Eu- 
rope and  America. 

Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the 
Profession  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 

N.  B. — The  Lectures  will  be  illustrated  by 
a  splendid  collection  of  models ;  also  by  Daf 
rymple's  and  Sichol's  magnificent  engravings 
on  the  Pathology  of  the  eye. 

The  various  operations  on  the  eye  will  be 
performed  in  the  presence  of  the  Class. 

For  further  particulars,  inquire  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  undersigned,  No.  167,  East  Four- 
teenth-street. MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.  I). 
Surgeon  to  the  New-York  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 
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MEDICAL  ELECTRICITY. — JOHN  B. 
CliOS.1-,  of  Boston,  for  the  benelit  of  a 
milder  climate,  intends  to  Spend  the  first  two 
week*  ot  January,  February  and  March  in 
New-York,  and  should  the  profession  here 
thmk  tit  to  avail  themselves  ot  my  auxiliary 
I  rnctice,  I  may  thus  he  induced  to  make  New- 
t  urk  my  permanent  residence,  after  the  next 
■ummi  r.  My  mode  of  treatment,  with  a  com- 
bination of  Electricity.  Magnetism  and  Galvan- 
ism, bre  peculiarly  my  own,  being  the  result 
ot  eight  years  ot  full  practice  in  Boston,  under 
the  patronage  of  the  fir.-t  medical  men  of  that 
city.  In  my  house  practice,  1  have  in  use  six 
gallon  batteries,  and  three  connected  helices-, 
giving  an  immense  volume,  but  so  softened, 
(my  own  person  being  the  medium,)  that  a 
child  would  not  he  annoyed  by  its  administra- 
tion, the  combined  arrangement  is  such  as  to 
enable  me  to  make  it  agreeable  and  soothing, 
even  to  the  most  sensitive  organization,  the 
whole  arrangement  and  modus  operandi:  dif- 
fers in  many  material  respects  from  other 
Electricians,  and  were  arranged  in  my  own 
workshop.  The  exposure  of  the  person,  as  in 
other  modes  of  administrution  does  not  be- 
come necessary,  and  thus  a  severe  tax  upon 
female  delicacy  is  not  required.  A  very  slight 
knowledge  of  my  practice  by  the  profession 
will  secure,  1  doubt  not,  in  Ntw-York,  the 
lame  confidence  as  it  has  universally  enjoyed 
in  Boston,  and  as  the  remedial  power  of  this 
agent  becomes  more  known,  the  family  physi- 
cian will  often  [  rove  its  availability,  as  a  valu- 
able auxiliary,  when  judiciously  adimDistered, 
that  it  is  a  dangerous  agent  when  administered 
without  judgment,  has  often  been  proved. 
It  has  a  remarkable  power  to  change  a  disease 
and  therefore  I  am  very  particular  that,  by  all 
means,  especially  in  complicated  cases,  the 
family  physician  should  keep  a  careful  surveil- 
ance  fertile  symptoms  of  old  difficulties,  which 
may  arise  under  this  treatment,  requiring 
frequently,  prompt  antidotes.  A  skillful  Elec- 
trician, of  course,  will  know  how  to  prevent 
the  renewal  of  a  latent  disease,  in  the  absence 
of  the  family  physician,  and  when  physicians 
who  have  not  witnessed  the  various  phenom- 
ena of  the  practice  recommends  the  family  use 
of  any  such  agent,  he  mu6t  certainly  run  a 
risk,  should  the  patient  not  have  sufficient 
knowledge  of  its  capability  to  arrest  any  new 
development  in  such  complicated  cases,  or  in 
very  delicate  and  sensitive  patients. 

The  profession  ore  always  at  liberty  to  seek 
any  information  for  their  guidance  which  my 
long  experience  has  enabled  me  to  afford,  and 
those  physicians  at  a  distance,  who  may  be 
treating  cases  with  a  similar  agent,  can  rely 
upon  my  reply  to  their  enquiries  as  to  any 
particular  case,  and  the  most  judicious  admin- 
istration, with  any  other  information  I  may  be 
able  to  afford,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  pro- 
vided such  physician  is  in  good  standing  with 
any  medical  school,  of  which  some  city  refer- 
ence is  required.  My  tabular  report  of  six 
years  practice,  as  published  in  the  "  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,"  embracing  63 
classes  and  C071  cases,  can  be  had  gratuitously 
at  my  Room,  No.  5  Union  Hace  Hotel,  and  I 
shall  be  happy  to  see  any  of  the  profession  of 
either  school  at  my  room,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  themselves  acquainted  with  my  prac- 
tice. My  usual  hours  will  be  from  11  until  2 : 
at  present  I  need  the  remainder  of  the  day  for 
relaxation  and  exercise,  which  too  close  appli- 
cation to  my  rooms  in  Boston,  for  eight  years 
makes  imperative.    JOHN  B.  CROSS, 

Medical  Electrician. 


rpjHE  WATER  CURE  JOURNAL. — A  Htm 

*  Volume  commences  with  the  present  Ja- 
nuary number.  Published  monthly,  illusiratcd 
with  engravings,  exhibiting  the  structure, 
anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  human  body, 
with  familiar  instructions  to  learners.  It  is 
emphatically  a  Journal  of  Health,  designed  to 
be  a  complete  Family  Guide  in  all  discasce. 

Terms. — Only  One  Dolkr  a  year,  in  ad- 
vance. Please  address,  post  paid,  FOWLERS 
&.  WELLS,  No.  131  Nassau-street,  New-York. 

A  few  brief  editorial  Notices  may  be  accept- 
able to  those  unacquainted  with  this  Journal. 
We  copy: 

From  the  New- York  Tribune. 
"The  Water  Cure  Journal  holds  a  high  rank 
in  the  science  of  health  ;  always  direct,  straight- 
forward, and  plain  spoken,  it  unfolds  the  law 
of  our  physical  nature,  without  any  preten- 
sions to  the  technicalities  of  science,  but  in  a 
form  as  attractive  and  refreshing  as  the  spark- 
ling element  of  which  it  treats." 

From  the  Fountain  Journal. 
"  Every  man,  woman  and  child,  who  loves 
health:  who  desires  happiness,  its  direct  re- 
sults, who  wants  to  live  while  it  doe6  live, 
'live  till  be  dies,'  and  really  live,  instead  of 
being  a  mere  walking  corpse,  should  become 
at  once  a  reader  of  this  Journal,  and  practise 
its  precepts." 

From  the  JVeio  York  Evening  Post. 
"  The  Water  Cube  Journal. — This  is, 
unquestionably,  the  most  popular  health  Jour- 
nal in  the  world." 

The  Hydeopatiiic  Journal  now  enters 
upon  its  Fifteenth  Volume,  with  a  circulation 
of  Fifty  Thousand  Copies.  The  ableet 
medical  writers  are  among  its  contributors, 
and  all  subjects  relating  to  the  Laws  of  Life 
Health,  and  Happiness,  may  be  found  in  it* 
pages.    Now  is  the  time  to  subscribe. 

Fowlers  and  Wells  have  all  works  on 
Physiology,  Magnetism,  Phonography, 
Phrenology,  and  the  Natural  Sciences  gene- 
rally. Booksellers  supplied  on  the  most  liberal 
terms.  Agents  wanted  in  every  state,  county, 
and  town.  These  works  are  universally  po- 
pular, and  thousands  might  be  sold  where  they 
have  never  yet  been  introduced. 


MEDICAL  BOOKS.  The  subscriber  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  all  the 
best  Medical  Books,  embracing  the  latest  Edi- 
tions, which  he  offers  to  the  Medical  profes- 
sion and  to  Students  at  the  lowest  prices. 

Catalogues  can  be  had  gratis,  on  applica- 
tion. 

0.  A.  ROORBACH,  12  Vesey-street, 
Next  door  to  the  Astor  House. 
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OMITH'ti  OPERATIVE  SURGBRY  COM- 
DrXETE.— LIPPINCOTT,  GRAMKO  &  Co. 
No.  11  North  Fourth-street,  Philadelphia,  huvc 
just  published)  A  System  of  Ope  naive  Snrgi  ry, 
based  upon  the  practise  of  surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  ami  comprising  a  biographical 
index  and  historical  record  of  many  of  their 
operations  for  a  period  of  "iOU  years.  By 
Henry  H.  Smith.  M.  1).  Illustrated  with  up- 
wards of  1UU0  Engravings  on  Steel.  The 
whole  forming  one  large  octavo  volume. 

CONTENTS. 

Parts  1  anil  2 — General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, as  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 
Face. 

Purt  3 — Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 

Part  '1 — Operations  upon  the  genito-urinary 
organs  of  the  Male  aud  Female. 

Part  .") — Opt  rations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties 

A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached t»  each  Part. 

iJ^jPThe  Plates  will  he  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  $7  M  tinted — Slo 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &  Co.  have  alio  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Dr*.  Wood  and  Bache.    Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  Wood's  Pradtice  of  Medicine.  2  vols. 
8vo  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
1  v.  8o.  Per  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 


HOOD  &.  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS. — This 
instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "  the 
natural  processes,"  by  which  the  cura  iscffect- 
ed.  This  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera  hack  into 
the  cavity.  Then,  understanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  through 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
osscutial  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available — all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — and 
contrast  them  with  the  iucications  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the 
rariety  of  trusses,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  aud  as  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle — as  Fiirgeons  are 
not  blacksmiths,  and  blacksmiths  not  surgeons 
— and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 
rharacti  r,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument,  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  determine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 
CMC), — For  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  H. 
Oembrio,  43  South  Eighth-street,  Philadel- 
phia, or  .1.  M.  SANDERSON,  3  Unrclay-et,  N.Y. 
Also,  Agent  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limbs. 


KOUSSO,— REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 
— DELI.UC  <fc  Co.  have  just  received 
from  Paris  another  invoice  of  the  valuable 
medicine.  Also,  Pure  Chloroform,  from  the 
celebrated  BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broad- 
way, 250  4th  Avenue,  and  2  Park  Row. 


OTTO  &  KCEIH.ER,  58  Chatham-street, 
second  tloor. — By  an  experience  of  a  long 
series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
we  are  enabled  to  furnish  ev<  ry  kind  of  Sur- 
gical and  Orthopcdical  Machines  and  Instru- 
ments, Trusses,  Bandages,  t(C  tfC  in  such  an 
accomplished  manm  r  as  the  progress  of  our 
age  in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  iuevitably. 
We  therefore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons 
to  give  us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chathum-st. 
(2d  floor.)  and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles, 
especially  our  improved  instrument  for  Vac- 
cination, which  is  the  most  finished  article  of 
its  kind. 


WEBER'S  ANATOMICAL  ATLAS  of  the 
Adult  Human  Body,  natural  size. 
ENDICOTT  &  Co.,  No.  59  Beekman-etreet, 
New- York,  have  lithographed  and  republished 
from  the  original  German  edition  (the  only 
American  edition)  the  eleven  entire  figures 
contained  in  part  first  of  the  above-named 
well-known  and  valuable  work,  by  Prof.  M.  J. 
Weber,  of  the  Royal  Prussian  University 
'•  Frederick  William,"  at  Bonn.  Figures  I,  K, 
and  L,  representing  the  veins  and  srteries,  are 
accurately  colored  from  the  original  copy,  and 
the  whole  work,  with  a  comprehensive  "Ex- 
planation," is  offered  for  sale  in  sheets,  or 
mounted  in  the  usual  style  of  maps,  at  the  fol- 
lowing prices : 

Fig.  A,  Male  adult  Skeleton,  front  view, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)       .  $1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .      2  50 
Fig.  B,  Male  adult  Skeleton,  from  behind, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)        .    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  C,  First  hody  of  Ligaments,  front 

view,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  D,  Second  body  of  Ligaments,  from 

behind,  singlecopies,  plain  (in  sh'ts).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  E,  First  body  of  Muscles,  front  view, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)        .    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  F,  Second  body  of  Muscles,  from 

behind,  single  copies, plain  (in  sh'ts).   1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  G,  Third  body  of  Muscles,  front 

view,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  II,  Fourth  body  of  Muscles,  from 

behind,  singlecopies,  plain  (in  sh'ts).   I  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  1,  First  vascular  and  nervous  body, 
front  view,  single  copies,  colored 

(in  sheets)  2  50 

Single  copies,  colored  (mounted)   .      3  50 
Fig.  K,  Second  general  view  of  Blood- 
vessels and  Nerves,  front  view,  sin- 
gle copies,  colored  (in  sheets)        .   2  50 
Single  copies,  colored  (mounted)   .      3  50 
Fig.  L,  Third  general  view  of  Blood- 
vessels and  Nerves,  from  behind,  sin- 
gles copies,  colored  (in  sheets)       .    2  50 
Single  copies,  colored  (mounted)   .      3  50 
Whole  sets  in  sheets  and  Portfolio,       .  15  00 
Whole  sets  mounted,  .      .      .      .     25  00 
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PALMER'S  PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS. 
— Manufactured  nt  Springfield,  Mass.  (No. 
5  Burte  Block,)  by  Messrs.  Palmi  r  and  Co. 
(B.  F.  Palmer,  A.  S.  Currier,  and  E.  D.  Hud- 
eon,  M.  D.)  received  the  award  of  tlie  Prize 
Medal  of  the  great  Industrial  Exhibition  of  all 
Nations,  in  London,  ad  recommended  by  (the 
Judges)  those  eminent  and  world-renowned 
Surgeons,  Sir  William  Lawrence  and  Mr. 
Green,  of  London,  and  M.  Rous  and  Lale- 
mand  of  Paris,  "  as  been  the  best  artificial  leg 
ever  invented  ;"  an  American  triumph  over 
thirty  different  kinds  of  artificial  limbs  on  ex- 
hibition lrom  the  best  artists  in  London,  Paris, 
and  various  other  parts  of  Europe. 

By  the  recomme  nd  of  the  most  eminent 
Sur"eons  in  the  United  States,  as  "Judges' 
the  following  awards  have  been  made  to  this 
specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the 
best  in  this  country ;  (to  wit,)  "  For  ike  best 
artificial  limbs." 

American  Institute,  New-t  obk:  award- 
ed Silver  Medal,  1846:  Gold  Medal,  1847: 
Gold  Medal,  1850  :  and  renewal  premium,  1851. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia .  ; 
Scott's  Legacy,  Medal  and  Premium,  $200; 
and  Silver  Medal,  "  first  premium"  ]«4'J ; 
"  first  premium  renewed,"  1850. 

Mass  M  C.  M.  Association,  Boston  :  first 
premium"  Silver  Medal,  1849,  "first  premium 
renewed,"  1850. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore;  first 
premium,  1848  :  Gold  Medal,  1850. 

New-York  State  Agricultural  Society, 
Alb  I  NY  •  Silver  Medal.  184!) :  ditto  and  Diplo- 
ma, 1850  :  Gold  Medal,  1851,  for  having  re- 
ceived the  Prize  Medal,  at  the  Great  Exhibi- 
tion of  all  Nations,  in  London. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous 
opinions  given  by  distinguished  Surgeons  in 
this  country  and  in  London  concerning  this 
apparatus,  to  wit :  .  ...  ■  , 

-I  have  examined  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is 
beautiful ;  and,  what  is  most  important,  those 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substi- 
tute for  the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune 
to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical 
testimony  to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and 
utility  Valentine  Mott, 

'•  Professor  of  Surgery,  New-York  University. 
"  New- York,  Jan.  29(A,  1851." 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  in 
use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  W.  Parker  M.  D 
"Professor  of  Surgery,  New- York  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
■  New-York,  Jan.  28(A,  1851." 

"  The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  Artificial  Leg  manufactured 
by  Palmer  &  Co.  Springfield,  gladly  recom- 
mend them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the 
loss  of  the  lower  extremity,  as  an  ingenious 
mechanism,  which  imitates  in  shape  and  mo- 
tion the  living  member  much  more  success- 
fully than  would  seem  possible. 
John  C.  Warren,  J.  Mason  Warren, 
Geo.  Hayward,  D.  Humphrey  Storer, 
Jacob  Bigelow,       S.  D.  Townsend, 

"  Surgeons  and  Physicians,  Mass.  General 
Hospital. 
Boston,  June  12fft,  1849." 
"I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Arti- 
ficial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  and 
do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strong- 
est terms. 


"  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients^ 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

"  Tiios.  D.  Muttrr,  M.  D. 

"Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  Medical 
Coll.,.,-. 

"  Philadelphia,  March  27 ih,  1850." 

"I  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed 
a  very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction. 
I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it, 
and  have  reason  to  suppose  it  answers  their 
expectations.  VV.  Gibson,  M.  D. 

"  Professor  of  Surgery,  Univ.  rsity  Penn. 
"  Philadelphia.  Jan.  ~23d,  1851." 

"  4  Berkley-street  Berkley-square,  London, 
"  Sept.  Mlh.  1851. 

"  B.  F.  Palmer,  Esq. 
"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  con- 
sider your  Patent  Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  beet 
invention  I  have  yet  seen  :  the  most  useful, 
anil  the  least  distinguished  from  the  natural 
limb. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"  G.  J.  Guthrie. 
"  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.' 

"  I  6hould  prefer  to  say  an  Englishman 
makes  the  best  leg,  but  I  must  say  an  Ameri- 
can has,  and  I  go  lor  the  best.  M.  Skey. 
"  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and 
Dean  of  Anatomy." 

N.B. — B.  F".  Palmer  will  execute  all  orders 
out  of  New  England  and  New- York,  at  his 
office,  3"(i,  Chestnut-street,  Philadelphia. 

Agent  in  New-York,  J.  M.  SandersoD,  3  Bar- 
clay-street 


rpo  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention  to 
A  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY.— Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &.  J.  R.AMSEY,  22  Dey-street  N.  Y. 

THE  KEI'HALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says: — "  F'or  the 
sake  of  6uch,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a 
good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

PRENTISS' TOILET  POWDER, madeonly 
by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New- York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  the  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Drug 
gists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala- 
baster, &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New- York. 
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NEW  SERIES,  Volume  IV. 

In  this  number  our  subscribers  have  another  specimen  of  the  paper, 
typography,  and  other  improvements  of  the  New  Series  of  the  New- 
York  Medical  Gazette  and  Journal  of  Health,  which  commenced 
its  fourth  volume  with  the  New  Year.  It  will  henceforth  appear 
monthly,  of  at  least  its  present  size,  increased  by  an  extra  'sheet  when- 
ever required. 

The  subscription  price  will  be  Two  Dollars  per  annum,  payable  in 
advance,  and  will  be  mailed  regularly  from  the  date  of  the  receipt 
of  the  subscription.  Those  who  neglect  to  pay  for  three  months,  must 
expect  to  be  charged  three  dollars  for  the  year. 

Payment  may  be  made  through  the  mail  at  our  risk  and  expense, 
but  all  letters  not  containing  remittances  must  be  prepaid. 

Advertisers,  are  referred  to  our  TERMS,  as  published  on  tha 
second  page  of  the  cover. 

|5ir°  Subscribers  who  wish  to  express  their  satisfaction 
with,  this  second  number  of  our  New  Series,  may  do  so  by 
promptly  enclosing  Two  Dollars  for  the  year  1853  to  the 
Editor;  which  promptness  will  oblige  and  encourage,  by  fur- 
nishing "  material  aid,"  which  the  largely  increased  outlay 
demands. 

This  number  is  sent  to  numerous  gentlemen  as  a  specimen,  in 
the  hope  of  adding  them  to  our  list  of  subscribers. 

New  Subscribers  should  begin  with  the  volume. 

Advertisements,  &c.  to  insure  insertion,  must  reach  us  by 
the  middle  of  the  month,  as  punctuality  in  the  issue  of 
each  monthly  number  will  be  the  rule. 
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A  CASE  OF  VENTRAL  PREGNANCY. 

The  following  case  presents  itself  to  the  notice  of  Jill  medical 
men,  because  of  its  very  rare  occurrence,  and  the  singularity  of  the 
phenomena  attending  it  from  first  to  last.  In  ordinary  practice  it  is 
not  a  common  event  by  any  means  to  meet  with  cases  of  Extra- 
uterine pregnancy,  and  few  and  far  between  do  instances  occur  in 
which  the  child  is  found  lodged  in  the  intestinal  cavity.  Ordinarily, 
the  ovum  is  found  in  the  uterine  cavity,  frequently  in  the  Fallopian  tube 
or  ovary,  and  sometimes  in  the  peritoneal  sac,  this  last  location  con- 
stituting that  variety  of  pregnancy  denominated  ventral.  Blundell 
says  he  has  seen  a  foetus  tolerably  well  formed,  and  of  good  size, 
taken  from  the  body  of  a  boy  ; — "  the  boy  being  pregnant!''  It  lay 
in  a  saCj  In  communication  with  the  duodenum.  "It  is  therefore" 
says  he  "  not  impossible  for  a  foetus  to  form  within  the  body  of  a 
male,"  and  therefore  it  may  also  form  in  women,  within  the  peritorial 
sac,  among  the  abdominal  viscera.  (See  BlundelPs  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Midwifery,  p.  477  edit.  1S40.)  So  rarely  do  cases  of  ventral 
pregnancy  occur,  that  the  Dr.  knew  nothing  personally  of  its  symptoms. 

Mrs.  K — —  r,  a  Swiss,  and  about  forty  years  of  age,  came  under 
our  care  on  the  second  of  December  1851.  For  the  previous  six  or 
seven  weeks  she  had  been  attended  by  another  physician,  but  from 
him  we  at  no  time  obtained  an  opinion  of  the  case  or  its  treatment. 
From  the  statement  of  the  woman  herself,  and  her  husband,  we 
learned  that  in  the  month  of  January  previous,  she  had  been  deliv- 
ered of  twins.  One  of  these  was  brought  into  the  world  dead,  by 
the  use  of  instruments,  the  operation  by  her  description,  having  been 
excruciatingly  painful.  The  second  child  was  not  born  until  the  third 
day  subsequent  to  the  first.  The  presentation  was  natural,  the  child 
healthy  and  vigorous.  The  placentae  were  adherent,  and  had  to  be 
separated  piecemeal,  giving  a  great  deal  of  pain,  and  causing  consid- 
erable hemorrhage.  Her  recovery  from  this  labor  was  tedious 
and  protracted,  and  her  opinion  very  decided,  that  in  the  use  of  the 
instruments  she  had  been  in  some  way  injured. 

On  our  first  visit,  we  found  her  lying  upon  the  bed  with  her  legs 
drawn  up,  her  countenance  anxious,  and  expressive  of  great  suffering. 
She  complained  of  extreme  pafh  in  the  hypogastrium  and  back,  ten- 
derness over  the  whole  abdominal  surface,  some  difficulty  in  micturi- 
tion, and  an  inability  to  lie  on  either  side.  She  did  not  know  whether 
she  was  pregnant  or  not,  suspected  it  might  be  so,  as  she  had  not 
menstruated  the  last  two  months.  Previously,  but  after  the  birth  of 
the  .twins,  ber  ca.tamenial  periods  were  irregular  and  very  painful. 
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An  examination  per  vaginain  detected  only  a  fnllncss  and  irregularity 
of  the  os  tinea),  the  vaginal  secretion  reddish  yellow,  and  copious. 
Shu  had  but  little  desire  for  food  of  any  kind,  occasionally  vomited, 
and  was  very  thin  in  flesh.  Giving  her  Morphia  at  night,  with 
fomentations,  and  one  drop  of  Tinct  Nux  vomica  ter  in  die,  we  con- 
tinued our  visits  daily,  and  thought,  for  more  than  a  week,  that  our 
patient's  uterus  was  in  a  schvmis  state.  We  did  not  feel  satixjied 
with  our  diagnosis  by  any  means,  and  awaited  further  developements. 

By  the  eleventh  of  December  ^he  had  become  much  better,  and 
then  by  a  carefully  instituted  examination,  wo  became  convinced  that 
she  was  pregnant  about  three  and  a  half  months.  Impressed  with  the 
belief  of  a  diseased  uterus,  we  substituted  Arsenic  in  very  small 
doses  for  the  nux,  and  as  improvement  became  more  and  more  mani- 
fest, omitted  the  Morphia  entirely.  About  the  lirst  of  January,  1852, 
she  appeared  so  well  that  we  discontinued  visiting  her.  She  was  free 
from  pain  every  where,  and  able  to  go  about  her  room  with  increas- 
ing strength.  After  a  while  she  walked  out,  and  frequently  came  to 
our  house,  the  abdomen  gradually  enlarging,  and  her  only  suffering 
was  from  the  motions  of  the  child,  that  ceasing  as  they  ceased.  By 
the  third  of  February  the  motions  of  the  child  became  more  fre- 
quent, and  excessively  painful,  particularly  in  the  left  side,  and  the 
pain  was  always  followed  by  emesis.  With  Morphia  resumed,  and 
small  doses  Belladonna,  we  again  succeeded  in  giving  ease,  and  up  to 
the  twenty-fourth  April  she  continued  very  comfortable,  only  once  in 
a  while  expressing  her  fears  from  her  approaching  confinement.  On 
the  night  of  the  twenty-fifth  April,  she  was  to  all  appearance  in  the 
commencement  of  her  dreaded  labor.  We  remained  with  her  three 
hours,  the  pains  very  gradually  increasing,  but  the  os  tinea  remaining 
altogether  unaffected.  During  the  whole  of  the  next  day  the  pains 
were  very  severe,  yet  an  examination  disclosed  not  the  least  change 
in  the  os,  nor  while  the  finger  remained  in  contact  with  it,  was  there 
the  least  infringement  of  a  bearing-down  force.  The  hand  on  the 
abdomen  felt  nothing  whatever  of  a  contractile  character,  and  we 
assuredly  plead  guilty  to  the  fact,  that  we  did  not  know  what  to  make 
of  the  case.  Ergot  was  cautiously  used,  but  without  any  advantage 
that  we  could  sec.  In  the  afternoon  we  carefully  introduced  the  hand 
into  the  vagina,  and  with  as  much  force  as  was  prudent,  endeavored 
to  insinuate  a  finger  into  the  uterus,  but  all  in  vain ;  it  would  pass 
an  inch  into  the  neck,  and  there  become  arrested  by  what /eft  like  a 
firm  ligamentous  band.  At  night  a  full  dose  of  Morphia  was  given, 
and  all  day  of  the  2Gth  27th  28th  and  29th,  she  remained  quite  free 
from  pain. 
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At  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  wc  were  sum- 
moned to  her  again.  The  pains  were  severe,  but  the  labor  (as  we 
thought  it)  remained  in  statu  quo.  At  half  past  two  A.  M.  we  sent 
for  our  friend  Dr.  Hedges,  and  he  remained  with  us  until  four.  Pi© 
more  than  ourselves  could  he  satisfy  himself  upon  the  diagnosis. 
We  could  feel  the  os  uteri  wholly  unchanged,  and  detected,  as  wc  sup- 
posed, adhesions  or  cicatrices  about  the  neck,  presenting  solid  obsta- 
cles to  the  egress  of  the  child.  Resorting  again  to  the  Morphia, 
both  of  us  left  her,  and  we  alone  saw  her  twice  during  the  forenoon, 
during  which  time  she  frequently  vomited.  In  the  afternoon,  Drs. 
Hedges  and  Bloodgood  saw  her  with  us.  Both  gentlemen  regarded 
the  case  as  a  peculiar  one,  and  hopeless  as  to  recovery.  It  was  deci- 
ded to  use  laudanum  enemata,  and  await  events.  We  intimated  the 
ultimate  necessity  of  an  operation,  but  neither  gentleman  seemed 
inclined  to  favor  our  opinion  ;  indeed  Dr.  Bloodgood  expressly  de- 
clined being  a  party  to  any  proposal  for  relief  by  the  knife,  he  would 
rather  she  should  die  as  she  was. 

With  Drs.  II.  and  B.  we  saw  her  again  on  the  morning  of  the 
first  of  May,  at  8  o'clock.  The  enemata  had  quieted  her,  the  stomach 
became  settled,  and  she  had  obtained  some  sleep.  There  was  now  a 
little  pain,  and  extreme  tenderness  in  both  iliac  regions.  She  expresses 
some  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  her  reckoning,  starting  from  the 
20th  August,  1851.  A  good  deal  of  air  and  fluid  is  now  manifest  in 
the  peritoneal  sac,  and  the  abdomen  feels  considerably  softer.  No 
motion  has  been  perceived  in  the  child  for  the  last  Jive  days,  and  we 
suspect  its  death.  Some  blood>j  fluid  has  been  discharged  from  the 
vagina,  and  some  pus  of  a  foetid  odor.  Keeping  the  pains  down  with 
Morphia,  it  is  decided  to  wait  some  time  longer  for  what  may  come 
to  pass. 

Just  in  this  state  of  almost  hopeless  misery,  and  obtaining  some 
ease  from  the  Morphia,  did  this  woman  remain  up  to  the  11th  of 
June.  We  saw  her  daily,  and  as  far  as  we  could  penetrate  into  the 
mystery  of  her  case,  reflecting  upon  it  carefully,  and.  resolving  for  our- 
selves only,  we  made  up  our  mind  fully,  that  by  an  operation  alone 
could  she  be  released  from  the  burden  of  her  now  dead  infant.  On 
this  morning  (the  11th,)  Dr.  H.  visited  her  again  with  us.  With  the 
soeculum,  the  condition  and  appearance  of  the  vagina  aad  os  uteri, 
was  perceived  to  be  ulcerated  and  considerably  tumefied.  A  catheter 
insinuated  within  the  os,  could  not  be  pushed  into  the  uterus  with  any 
degree  of  reasonable  force,  and  more  than  this  we  would  not  attempt 
to  use.  On  the  14th  we  requested  Drs.  Lawry  and  Leggett  to  sec 
her.    After  a  careful  examination,  and  obtaining  a  history  of  the  pre- 
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viou-i  progress  of  the  case,  both  gentlemen  united  with  us  in  the  opin- 
ion that  the  child  was  dead,  and  an  operation  demanded  as  soon  as 
practicable.  What  should  that  operation  be  1  The  Caesarian  section  1 
Truly  this  ultimatum  of  surgery  occupied  our  thoughts,  and  we  would 
gladly  have  resorted  to  it  then.  We  now  wish  we  had  ;  butbefore  do- 
ing so,  our  associates  deemed  it  best  to  pass  a  trocar  through  what 
opposed  our  entrance  into  the  uterine  cavity,  and  it  was  so  determin- 
ed. On  the  lGth  of  June  wo  fully  communicated  to  our  patient  the 
decision  adopted.  She  was  informed  of  her  truly  deplorable  situa- 
tion, and  the  almost  certainty  of  her  death  under  any  circumstances, 
besides  the  positive  certainty  in  her  present  condition  of  dying  very 
so  n.  With  calmness  and  fortitude  she  placed  her  life  in  our  bands, 
as  far  as  we  could  give  or  take  it  by  operating,  as  we  thought  best. 
In  the  presence  of  Dr.  Lawry  and  Mr.  Koemer,  we  introduced  the 
speculum  at  4  15,  P.  M.  and  through  it  passed  a  long  and  slightly 
curved  trocar  through  the  neck  of  the  u'erus  into  its  cavity.  No  re- 
sult followed  of  the  slightest  benefit.  Chloroform  was  used  at  her  re- 
quest, and  she  was  keot  under  its  influence  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  The  parts  were  fully  exposed,  her  position  being  before  the 
window,  the  hips  on  the  edge  of  the  bed,  the  shoulders  elevated,  and 
the  thighs  widely  separated.  After  the  effects  of  the  chloroform  had 
subsided,  and  she  discovered  that  we  had  not  removed  the  child,  or 
cut  into  her  side,  she  expressed  much  regret,  for  she  thought  that  was 
to  have  been  done,  and  her  mind  was  fully  settled  upon  it.  In  our 
judgment  there  was  nothing  now  remaining  but  the  forlorn  hope  of 
the  Caesarian  section. 

0;i  the  17th  June  some  of  her  friends  desiring  some  medical  gen- 
tleman from  the  city  to  see  her,  we  gave,  among  others,  the  name  of 
Professor  Oilman,  and  he  visited  her  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day.  Examining  her  rather  hastily,  as  we  thought,  and  returning  to 
our  office,  he  gave  the  following  diagnosis.  "Chronic  peritonitis  has 
existed  for  a  long  time,  and  all  the  viscera  arc  glued  together  in  con- 
sequence thereof.  There  is  extra  uterine  faitation,  the  intestines  filled 
with  air,  and  the  abdominal  cavity  contains  fluid,  air,  and  probably 
pus.  The  neck  of  the  uterus  is  elongated,  and  the  linger  may  be 
passed  into  it  two  inches,  at  which  point  there  is  obstruction,  but  a 
catheter  may  be  forced  through  this,  and  into  the  cavity  of  the  mem- 
branes. She  must  die,  nothing  can  be  done  for  her,  use  anodynes." 
This  opinion,  relied  upon  by  her  friends,  and  so  far  coinciding  w  ith 
our  own,  that  the  operation  could  not,  with  propriety,  be  now  thought 
of,  arrested  all  further  agitation  upon  that  point.  The  end  of  our  pa- 
tient's existence  was  near  at  hand,  and  nothing  remained  for  us  to  do, 
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but  to  smooth  the  path  that  led  to  "  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death."    She  was  resigned  and  ready. 

On  the  27th  June  we  visited  her  at  9  A.  M.  and  found  her  seated 
on  a  rocking  chair,  her  eyes  closed,  insensible,  and  moving  the  lower 
jaw  as  in  chewing,  In  that  position  at  half  past  ten  she  died ;  her 
suffering  and  life  had  ended. 

The  time  had  now  comj  when  light  was  to  be  thrown  upon  this 
curious  case,  and  its  mysteries  solved.  At  no  time  had  we  a  satisfy, 
ing  conviction  beyond  the  fact  presented  on  the  30th  April,  that  the 
infant  could  never  come  into  the  world  per  vias  naturalis.  We  could 
not  rely  upon  a  large  obstetric  experience  at  all  comparable  with 
Professor  Oilman's.  But  we  felt  a  strong  desire  to  operate  by  an 
abdominal  incision  at  that  time,  (UOth  April.)  because  the  child  was 
alive,  and  we  believed  it  was  the  mother's  only  chance  for  life.  Had 
we  been  sustained  in  our  opinion,  the  infant's  life  would  have  been 
secured,  and  the  woman's  death  a  matter  of  doubt.  Delays  are  dan- 
gerous. 

In  the  presence  of  several  gentlemen  and  Dr.  Legget,  and  assist- 
ed by  Dr.  Lowry,  we  proceeded  to  make  a  post  mortem  examina- 
tion at  half  past  four  P.  M.  The  body  was  very  much  emaciated, 
and  the  abdomen  unusually  large.  The  child  was  now  easily  felt, 
and  its  position  designated.  There  being  considerable  fluid  in  the 
peritoneum,  we  drew  it  off  through  a  canala  before  making  any  in- 
cisions. It  was  of  a  dark  brownish  red  color,  very  offensive,  and  in 
quantity  about  a  gallon.  The  abdomen  was  laid  open  by  an  incision, 
commencing  three  inches  above  the  umbilicus,  and  in  the  median 
line,  terminating  one  inch  above  the  pubis.  This  exposed  what  was 
thought  to  be  the  tfterus,  its  walls  of  extreme  tenuity,  sphacelated, 
and  tearing  easily  with  slight  force.  It  adhered  very  closely  to  the  inner 
surface  of  the  peritoneum,  and  across  its  anterior  and  upper  portion, 
several  folds  of  intestines  were  visible,  strongly  amalgamated  with 
it  by  organized  lymph.  A  further  incision,  corresponding  with  the 
external  one,  and  through  the  supposed  uterus,  exposed  a  full  grown  per- 
fect male  child  of  nine  anda  half  pounds  weight,  and  not  at  all  decom- 
posed. It  lay  upon  its  right  side,  with  the  head  in  the  hollow  of  the 
right  ilium,  the  breech  in  the  left.  Lifting  the  child  carefully,  the 
umbilical  cord  was  found  to  pass  to  the  placenta,  firmly  adherent  to 
the  right  side.  That  portion  of  the  cord  inserted  into  the  placental 
mass  was  torn  from  it  with  ease,  and  with  it  came  off  a  portion  of 
membrane.  The  entire  cavity  in  which  the  child  had  reposed  was 
now  visible,  occupying  the  whole  inferior  half  of  the  abdomen,  and 
the  basin  of  the  pelvis.    It  was  now  manifest  that  the  infa  t  had  not 
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been  in  the  uterus,  but  in  a  sac  in  the  midst  of  the  intestines ;  in  fact 
we  h  id  before  us  a  case  of  ventral  pregnane]),  a  state  of  things  some- 
what rare  in  the  statistics  of  midwifery.  All  the  viscera  were 
"  glued  together,"  and  the  intestines  did  "  contain  air  and  fluid,"'  but 
no  pus.  It  was  extra  uterine  faatation  truly,  but  the  diagnosis  of 
Prof.  Gilman  had  not  reached  its  character,  the  knife  alone  revealed 
its  astonishing  nature.  Where  then  was  the  uterus'?  We  found  it  in 
the  pelvis  in  situ,  its  cavity  empty,  and  in  size  not  exceeding  the  natural 
uniinprcg nated  organ.  The  neck  was  "  elongated,"  and  pervious,  the 
operation  of  the  sixteenth  of  June  having  made  a  passage  through  a 
firm  adhesion,  the  result  of  previous  inflamation. 

This  case  then  proves  that  ventral  pregnancy  is  possible  in  the. 
female,  the  fetus  forming  within  the  peritoneal  sac,  among  the  ab- 
(luminal  viscera,  and  there  reaching  perfect  maturity.  Usually,  in 
extra  uterine  fyctation,  the  womb  varies  in  size,  generally  it  becomes 
two  or  three  times  larger  than  in  the  virgin  state,  and  sometimes  the 
decidua  is  formed  within  it,  though  most  frequently  it  is  wanting. 
Gestation  does  not  in  general  advance  to  the  full  period,  but  here  we 
have  an  instance,  and  others  are  recorded  by  Baudelocque,  Haller, 
Leroux,  and  Galli. 

How  should  cases  of  extra  uterine  pregnancy  be  treated?  We 
really  know  so  little  about  them,  that  we  cannot  go  farther  than  re- 
commend anodynes  and  opium.  After  deliberate  consideration  of 
all  circumstances,  gastrotomy,  after  the  seventh  month,  is  advocated 
by  Capuron,  Desormeaux,  Gardien,  Velpeau,  and  other  French  wri- 
ters, and  we  should  advise  the  same  course,  for  one  life  may  usually 
be  saved.  "But,"  savs  Dr.  Blundell — "considering  the  danger  of  the 
incisions,  and  the  risk  of  a  fatal  bleeding  internally,  when  the  pla- 
centa is  taken  away, — abdominal  incision  seems  to  promise  very  lit- 
tle success;  and,  therefore,  I  should  be  averse  to  try  it."  We 
believe  there  is  no  instance  on  record  in  which  the  operation  has  been 
performed. 

Flushing  L.  I.,  January  4,  1832. 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE  OS  HUMERI, 

Upon  the  D  irsum  Scapula,  reduced  after  the  expiration  of  five  weeks. 
By  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Nashville 
University. 

Mrs.  A.  was  thrown  from  a  carriage  while  the  horses  were  run- 
ning away  with  it,  and  in  the  fall  was  struck  by  a  wheel  upon  the 


50 


THE  NEW-YOIIK 


left  shoulder.  This  occurred  just  five  weeks,  lacking  a  day,  before  the 
dislocation  (the  result  of  this  accident,)  was  reduced.  Owing  to  tho 
great  tumefaction  which  immediately  ensued,  the  peculiar  nature  of 
the  injury  was  not  detected.  When  this  had  subsided,  her  physicians 
recognized  a  dislocation,  which  was  so  unusual  that  she  was  advised 
to  visit  Nashville.  Drs.  Kelly  and  Porter  examined  the  case  with 
me  on  the  21st  of  November,  and  we  confirmed  the  opinion  already 
expressed  by  our  professional  brethren  who  had  seen  it,  that  there  was 
a  dislocation  backwards  of  the  humerus  at  the  left  shoulder  joint. 
This  decision  was  further  strengthened  the  next  day  by  Drs.  Jennings 
and  D.  W.  Yandell  concurring  with  us. 

The  symptoms  present  were  a  loss  of  contour  in  the  articulation 
affected,  motion  backward  and  upward  of  the  left  arm ;  flatness  of 
the  shoulder,  great  projection  of  the  coraeoid  process,  prominence  of 
the  acromion,  hollow  under  it;  a  distinct  tumour  on  the  dorsum  scap- 
ulas behind  and  a  little  below  the  glenoid  cavity  ;  the  spinus  process 
of  this  bone  was  obscured  ;  the  tumour  on  its  dorsum  was  much 
nearer  its  posterior  edge  than  was  the  head  of  the  humerus  on  the 
sound  side  to  the  corresponding  point  of  that  side;  the  longitudinal 
axis  of  the  os  humeri  was  directed  behind  the  glenoid  cavity  ;  the  left 
fore-arm  was  pronated  The  inferior  extremity  of  the  dislocated  limb 
was  longer  than  the  one  on  the  other  side.  There  was  no  tumour  in 
the  axilla,  and  the  elbow  of  the  affected  side  could  be  made  to  ap- 
proach the  chest. 

The  patient  did  not  now  suffer  much,  but  could  only  use  the  fore- 
arm to  a  limited  extent,  and  the  function  of  the  arm  was  nearly  lost. 

The  peculiar  symptoms  in  the  case  were  the  altered  direction  of 
the  long  axis  of  the  arm,  the  impossibility  to  carry  the  elbow  back- 
wards, the  projection  of  the  coraeoid  process,  and  the  head  of  the  os 
humeri  on  the  dorsum  scapula?. 

Kindly  assisted  by  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned,  while  one 
maintained  counter-extension  by  means  of  a  folded  sheet  in  the  axilla, 
(the  patient  being  seated  in  a  chair.)  two  others  extended  the  limb 
horizontally  outwards  and  forwards,  with  directions  to  carry  it  sud- 
denly backwards,  the  head  of  the  os  humeri  was  pressed  towards  the 
glenoid  cavity,  when  the  reduction  was  easily  effected,  without  resort- 
ing to  Chloroform  or  the  pullies.  Upon  the  second  trial,  probably  in 
three  minutes,  the  bone  slipped  into  its  socket  with  distinct  recogni- 
tion to  all  present.  In  a  week  the  patient  returned  home,  a  distance 
of  about  thirty  miles. 

That  the  backward  dislocation  at  the  shoulder-joint  is  a  very  rare 
one,  a  mere  glance  into  the  records  of  Surgery  will  satisfactorily 
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prove.  Its  bibliography  does  not  extend  beyond  the  present  century. 
Cases  no  doubt  have  occurred  earlier  than  this  period,  but  nearly  all 
available  in  the  profession  have  been  derived  from  modern  Surgeons. 

In  Prof.  Pirrie's  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  1S52,  on 
dislocations  backwards  at  the  shoulder-joint,  he  says  that  "  of  the  head 
of  the  humerus  on  the  dorsum  of  the  scapulae  is  so  rare  an  accident 
that  Dcsault  had  never  seen  an  instance  of  it ;  Baron  Buyer  met  with  it 
once  in  the  living  body  ;  only  two  cases  occurred  at  Guy's  Hospital 
in  thirty-eight  years;  in  the  same  number  of  years  Sir  Astley  Coop- 
er met  with  two  cases,  and  not  more  than  four  cases  occurred  in  his 
practice  during  his  whole  professional  career ;  and  Mr.  Lawrence,  in 
his  lectures  delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  18o0,  states 
that  at  that  time  he  had  never  seen  the  humerus  dislocated  backwards. 
After  alluding  to  three  or  four  other  cases,  and  two  examples  he  had 
met  with,  he  concludes  the  paragraph  by  stating,  that  there  are  on 
record  a  few  others. 

Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  in  his  lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery,  published  last  year,  writes  that  Boyer,  speaking  of  this 
accident,  says,  "  there  is  no  well  attested  instance  of  dislocation  of 
the  humerus  outwards  and  backwards."  He  states,  however,  that  he 
himself  had  seen  several  cases ;  alluding  clearly  to  some  of  his  un- 
cle's, Astley  ;  and  reminding  an  American  of  a  similar  connecting  of 
E.  Home  to  the  celebrated  John  Hunter.  But  he,  too,  referring  to 
his  illustrious  relative,  remarks,  that  it  was  singular  that  two  instan- 
ces of  so  rare  an  accident  should  occur  so.  closely  together  in  the  prac- 
tice of  one  individual.  In  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  great  work  on  disloca- 
tions, we  find  these  very  cases  detailed.  In  the  other  Cooper's  writ- 
ings, (Samuel,)  he  states  distinctly  a  few  cases  have  been  recorded. 
Fergusson  has  seen  one  instance  ;  Liston*  Miller  and  Skey  mention 
none. 

During  the  visit  of  my  colleague,  Dr.  Buchanan,  last  year,  to  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  the  first  case  of  dislocation  of  the  head  of 
the  humerus  on  the  dorsum  of  the  scapula  was  brought  into  that  in- 
stitution. Mr.  Stanley  said  it  was  the  first  of  the  kind  he  had  ever 
seen,  and  he  had  been  connected  with  it  thirty  years.  Mr.  Lawrence 
stated  that  he  had  met  with  but  one  other  instance  in  fifty  years' 
practice. 

In  our  own  country,  Dr.  Physick,  if  we  recollect  right,  met  with 
two  such  dislocations.  One  was  produced  by  the  patient  falling  into  a 
hatchway  and  striking  the  arm  near  the  shoulder-joint  upon  its  edge 
as  the  body  descended  into  it.   In  this  instance,  the  blow  or  force 

*    See  Elements, 
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causing  the  luxation  was  applied  directly  opposite  to  that  which  re- 
sulted in  a  similar  accident  to  the  case  here  recorded.  In  my  exam- 
ple, the  wheel  struck  the  scapula)  posteriorly,  carrying  it  suddenly 
and  forcibly  forward,  while  the  arm,  fore-arm  and  hand  having  no 
such  movement  communicated  to  them,  by  their  dead  weight,  over- 
came the  slight  comparative  resistance  of  the  atmosphere,  ruptured 
the  scapulo-humeral  articulation,  and  were  thrown  backwards. 

In  1831  Dr.  George  Snyder,  of  Jackson,  Tennessee,  communi- 
cated a  case  of  backward  dislocation  at  the  shoulder-joint,  to  Profes- 
sor Gibson,  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  not  succeeding  in  effecting  its 
reduction  as  recommended  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  he  afterwards  re- 
placed it  by  the  ordinary  means  applied  to  luxation  of  the  os  humeri 
in  the  axilla.  Dr.  S.  has  made  the  very  sensible  remark,  that  pro- 
ducing a  secondary,  or  consecutive  displacement  of  the  humerus 
downwards,  which  some  authors  recommend,  cannot  facilitate  the  re- 
duction. To  be  reduced  from  its  second  position,  it  must  necessarily 
increase  the  rupture  in  the  ligaments  or  soft  parts,  or  describe  a  curve 
to  enter  again  the  glenoid  cavity. 

The  case  now  recorded  we  believe  is  the  first  of  the  kind  occur- 
ring in  or  about  Nashville. 


Neto  $ubUcattons. 

Smith's  Operative  Surgery.    Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.,  Philadelphir. 
1852.    8  vo.  pp.  698. 

We  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  this  truly  magni- 
ficent work  during  its  serial  publication.  Its  completion  in  one  colossal  vol- 
ume, for  such  it  is,  constrains  us  to  say  that,  in  our  judgment,  it  surpasses  all 
others,  either  as  a  text  book  for  students,  or  as  a  standard  work  for  young 
surgeons  in  city  or  country.  Sundry  inaccuracies  in  dates,  and  omissions  in 
detail  may  he  detected,  but  as  a  whole  it  is  surprisingly  free  even  from  these. 
The  colored  plates  surpass,  in  their  execution,  any  thing  which  has  ever  been 
produced  in  the  country,  while  the  American  character  of  the  entire  volume, 
entitles  it  to  the  preference  over  every  other  work  on  surgery.  For,  while 
many  of  the  plates  are  copies  from  foreign  authorities,  yet,  very  many  arc 
original,  and  the  author  has  obviously  aimed  to  do  full  justice  to  his  own 
countrymen. 

We  cannot  doubt  that  the  profession  everywhere  will  reward  the  enter- 
prise of  the  publishers  by  a  liberal  patronage. 

Professor  Thomas  E.  Bond's  I'rvptical  Treatise  on  Dental  Medicine. 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  Philadelphia.  1852. 

The  early  appearance  of  a  new  edition  of  this  work,  revised,  corrected  and 
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enlarged,  affords  the  opportunity  again  to  commend  it  to  tho  profession, 
as  more  than  ever  worthy  of  their  perusal.  Dr.  Bond,  although  teaching  a 
speciality,  is  no  specialist,  but  a  general  practitioner,  who  has  thoroughly 
studied  his  profession,  and  is  hence  adequate  to  any  of  its  departments.  Wo 
have  few  writers  in  our  ranks  who  can  compare  with  him  in  stylo  and  finish, 
lor  lie  is  a  medical  scholar,  which  is  rare  in  these  degenerate  days,  and  still 
more  rare  to  find  such  an  one  appreciated.  As  a  lecturer,  he  professes  very 
superior  qualifications,  and  an  aptness  to  teach  which  would  render  him  an 
acquisition  to  any  school.  This  work  is  a  transcript  of  his  mind,  original, 
even  when  treating  on  trite  subjects.  The  reader  will  percievc  on  every 
page,  that  Dr.  Bond  does  his  own  thinking,  and  teaches  nothing  by  proxy. 
Hence,  he  has  condensed  more  of  tho  general  principles  of  medicine  in  this 
thin  octavo,  than  can  be  found  in  any  single  volume  extant.  Every  physi- 
cian, as  well  as  dentist,  should  have  a  copy  in  his  library  and  be  careful  to 
read  it. 

A  Discourse  on  the  Times,  Character,  and  Writings  of  Hippocrates. 
Read  before  the  Trustees,  Faculty  and  Medical  Class  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at  the  opening  of  the  term  of  1852-3.  By  Elisha 
Bartlett,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Published  by  the  class.    New- York  :  H.  Bailliere. 

Our  readers  will  now  have  the  opportunity  to  peruse  for  themselves,  the 
attractive  and  learned  discourse  of  Professor  Bartlett,  upon  which  we  briefly 
commented  soon  after  its  delivery,  and  predicted  its  publication  as  being  de- 
manded by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  it.  They  can  now  form 
their  own  judgment  of  tho  exalted  estimate  we  placed  upon  its  merits  as  a 
composition,  and  upon  the  scholastic  claims  of  its  author.  We  are  obliged 
to  omit  the  extracts  we  have  marked  as  the  press  is  waiting,  and  our  copy 
has  but  just  reached  us.  Those  who  read  it  will  become  wiser  if  not  better 
men. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery.  By  Ch:ipin  A.  Harrif, 
M.D.,  D.D.S.,  Professor  in  the  Baltimore  College,  &c.  Philadelphia: 
Lindsay  &  Blackiston.  1853. 

This  valuable  text  book  for  students  in  dentistry,  which  has  received  testi- 
monials of  approval  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  is  everywhere  esteemed  a 
standard  authority  in  this  department;  has  just  passed  to  a  fifth  edition, 
which  is  no  small  evidence  of  its  popularity  and  usefulness. 

With  the  recent  extensive  improvements  of  the  author,  the  work  is  now  a 
ponderous  octavo,  of  over  800  pages,  and  has  two  hundred  and  thirty-six 
illustrations.  The  style  of  publication  is  fully  equal  to  the  best  issues  from 
the  Philadelphia  press,  and  the  book  will  be  worthy  of  a  place  in  every  medi- 
cal college. 

Phvsician's  Pocket  Dose  and  Symptom  Book.  By  J.  H.  Wythes,  M.D. 
Philadelphia.  1852. 

The  publishers  of  this  little  volume,  Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Blackiston,  have 
largely  merited  the  thanks  of  medical  students  and  junior  practitioners  by  tho 
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issue  of  :i  series  of  little  manuals  for  the  pocket,  all  practical  and  useful,  and 
of  which  this  is  one  of  the  best,  and  cannot  fail  of  success. 

Lardner's  Natural  Philosophy,  second  course.  Philadelphia:  Lea  and  Blan- 
chard. 

This  volume  appears  to  bo  the  second  of  a  series  of  Hand-books,  embracing 
all  the  departments  of  tliis  subject.  Its  contents  are  Heat,  Magnetism,  Electri- 
city and  Galvanism.  The  other  volumes  we  have  never  seen.  On  a  cursor)-  exam- 
ination we  incline  to  the.  opinion  that  this  work  is  better  adapted  to  Learnt  rs 
than  either  of  the  other  elementary  books  on  ibis  topic,  and  its  illustrations  are 
numerous  and  well  executed.  The  gifted  author  has  evidently  aimed  to  make  this 
work  both  popular  and  useful. 

Kirke's  and  Facet's  Physiology.    Philadelphia  :  Lea  and  Blanchard.  18o3. 

A  second  edition  of  this  manual,  from  the  late  improved  London  issue,  has 
afforded  the  opportunity  to  furnish  students  with  a  really  excellent  Hand-book 
on  an  abstruse  and  difficult  subject,  which  it  is  here  sought  to  make  easy  and 
attractive.  The  book  is  well  brought  out,  abounding  in  illustrations,  and  altogether 
worthy  of  the  publishers.  We  heartily  recommend  it  to  students  as  every  way 
preferable  to  more  extended  works  and  fully  posted  up  with  the  latest  disco- 
veries. 

Memoir  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Rodgers. 

This  document,  emanating  from  his  friend  and  associate,  Dr.  Edw.  Delafield, 
was  read  before  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  has  since  been  published. 
It  will  be  read  with  melancholy  interest  by  all  who  knew,  Dr.  It.  and  contains 
many  valuable  professional,  as  well  as  moral,  lessons.  We  could  wish  that  improve- 
ment had  been  made  by  the  author,  of  the  opportunity  its  preparation  afford- 
ed, to  disabuse  the  public  mind  of  the  very  general  impression  that  the  con- 
flicting opinions  among  his  medical  advisers,  deprived  him  in  his  last  illness  of 
early  and  efficient  treatment,  if  this  were  possible.  Inferences  have  been  drawn 
from  certain  oilier  publications  on  the  subject,  of  which  the  enemies  of  our  pro- 
fession have  availed  themselves,  and  nothing  is  found  here  to  correct  them,  if 
erroneous,  or  protect  the  craft  from  hostile  imputations.  Possibly  this  may  be 
done  hereafter  in  another  form. 

Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

This  is  one  among  our  best  exchanges  and  has  been  much  improved  under 
Professor  Dugas's  editorial  conduct. 

The  last  number  contains  an  elaborate  paper  from  Dr.  C.  J.  Jackson,  which 
bating  its  characteristic  egotism  and  dogmatism,  is  an  able  resume  of  our  know- 
ledge and  experience  in  the  use  of  Anesthetic  agents.  He  gives  decided  preference 
to  Sulphuric  Ether;  hesitating  approval  of  Chloroform  alone,  advising  its  mixture 
with  Ether.  1  part  to  4  ; — and  utterly  condemns  all  Chloric  Elher,  which  he  pro- 
nounces mischievous  and  dangerous,  notwithstanding  all  Dr.  Warren  has  publish- 
ed on  the  subject,  or  rather  he  ignores  all  the  literature  of  the  subject,  and  seems 
to  say  "Sir  Oracle  opes  his  mouth,  let  no  dog  bark." 

The  next  paper  is  upon  Veratrum  Viride,  or  American  Hellebore,  by  Dr.  W. 
C.  Norwood,  of  Cokesbury,  S.  C.  This  gentleman  has  been  zealously  urging  the 
claims  of  this  remedy,  as  a  substitute  for  digitalis  and  analogous  agents,  for  con- 
trolling the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  diminishing  the  frequency  and  force 
of  the  pulse,  &c.  He  has  reported  numerous  cases  of  its  successful  employment  in 
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a  greatvariety  of  diseases,  and  he  now  (Sites  testimonials  from  eminent  profession- 
al men  who  have  tested  its  potency  and  efficacy.  He  makes  a  very  plausible  plea, 
and  is  evidently  an  earnest,  thoughtful  physician,  intent  on  benefiting  his  patients 
and  improving  his  profession.  He  ought  not  to  be  slighted,  though  he  is  an  Amir- 
ican,  and  his  remedy  indigenous. 

From  the  greatvariety  of  practical  cases  with  which  this  number  abounds, 
we  have  marked  a  few  for  future  insertion  when  we  have  room.  The  Journal 
now  commences  its  !)th  volume. 

The  three  Colonies  of  Australia  :  New  South  Wales.  Victoria  and  South  Aus- 
tralia; their  pastures,  copper  mines  and  gold  fields.  By  Samuel  Sidney.  With 
numerous  engravings.  London:  Ingram,  Cooke  &  Co.  New  York  :  Bangs 
and  Brother,  Park  Row,  1853. 

This  is  a  volume  of  the  London  Illustrated  Library,  a  serial  publication  of 
sterling  merit,  as  indeed  may  be  justly  said  to  be  characteristic  of  the  entire 
series.  At  this  crisis,  when  Australia,  like  California,  is  opening  a  rich  mine  of 
wealth  in  the  most  precious  of  metals,  the  information  furnished  in  this  volume 
possesses  very  great  attraction.  The  graphic  and  elegant  engravings  add  very 
much  to  the  value  of  the  work,  which  is  bound,  as  are  all  of  the  series,  to  cor- 
respond, and  in  a  superior  slyle. 

Any  of  the  volumes  of  this  library  may  be  had  of  the  publisher's  agent,  Bangs 
and  Brother,  New  York,  who  also  have  on  sale  Bonn's  Libraries,  including  the 
several  series  of  standard  w  orks  in  every  department  of  classical  literature. 

The  Druggist's  General  Reciept-Book  ,  &c.  By  Henry  Beasley.  Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay  and  Blakiston.  1S53. 

A  second  edition  of  this  useful  book  of  reference,  comprising  a  veterinary 
formulary,  with  a  variety  of  recipes  in  every  department  included  under  iho 
general  business  of  Drugs,  Medicines,  Perfumery,  &c.  &c,  has  been  called  for, 
and  the  occasion  had  been  seized  for  improving  and  enlarging  the  work,  by  which 
its  value  has  been  greatly  increased.  A  great  amount  of  important  information 
is  condensed  in  this  volume. 

Letters  on  Syphilis.  By  Ph.  Ricord,  &c.  Translated  by  W.  P.  Lattimore,  M.  D. 
Philadelphia  :  A  Hart.  1853. 

These  letters,  originally  addressed  to  the  Union  Mfedicale,  have  been  serially 
translated  and  published  in  several  of  our  medical  periodicals  in  this  country. 
They  are  now  collectively  issued  in  a  volume,  which,  from  the  extensive  learn- 
ing of  the  author,  and  his  unparalleled  opportunities  for  the  study  of  this  subject, 
and  unrivalled  experience  in  its  treatment,  must  be  regarded  everywhere  as 
an  authoritative  standard,  worthy  of  all  respect  and  confidence.  The  points  of 
radical  dill'crence  in  doctrine  between  Ricord  and  Wilson  are  few,  but  must  be 
decided  in  favor  of  the  former  as  we  think,  and  this  may  be  done  without  detract- 
ing from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Wilson,  or  his  book.  The  work,  however,  should  bo 
regarded  as  strictly  a  medical  book,  as  there  are  parts  of  it  to  which  we  have 
had  occasion  elsewhere  to  allude,  which  should  preclude  it  from  popular  read- 
ing. That  such  was  the  author's  design  is  obvious,  for,  though  at  the  head  of  tho 
great  Parisian  Hospital,  he  has  not  ceased  to  be  an  American.  Every  physician 
and  medical  student  should  procure  and  study  these  letters. 
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Principles  of  Human  Physiology,  with  Iheir  chief  applications  to  Psychology, 
Pathology.  Therapeutics,  Hygcine  anil  Forensic  medicine.  By  W.  B.  Carpenter, 
M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  &c.  1'ifdi  American  edition,  with  314  illustrations.  Edited, 
wilh  additions,  hy  F.  Gurney  Smith,  M.  I).,  <fec.  Philadelphia:  Blanchard  and 
Lea.  1853. 

This  imposing  octavo  of  nearly  1100  pages,  although  a  reprint  from  the  fourth 
and  enlarged  London  edition  of  a  hook,  which,  in  its  former  issues,  is  familiar  to 
our  readers,  is  nevertheless  to  bo  regarded  as  a  new  work,  fresh  from  the  pen 
of  its  distinguished  author,  and  developing  the  changes  and  modifications  which 
the  progress  of  the  Science  has  constrained  in  his  own  mind,  on  many  of  the 
topics  connected  with  human  physiology.  Hence,  he  has  rewritten  the  entire 
hook,  varied  the  plan,  order  and  arrangement  of  its  subjects,  introduced  new 
matter,  availing  himself  of  the  stupendous  improvements  which  late  discoveries 
have  introduced  especially  through  organic  chemistry,  and  the  inquiries  of  recent 
experimentalists  in  nervous  pathology,  &c. 

This  volume  may  hence  be  regarded  as  the  latest  and  best  work  on  this  de- 
partment of  science,  and  should  be  read  by  all  who  are  seeking  to  perfect  them- 
selves in  Physiology.  The  plates,  wood  cuts  and  typography  are  all  that  could  bo 
desired.  We  bespeak  for  this  book  a  wide  circulation.  It  may  be  had  of  Mr 
Roorbach,  12  Vesey-street,  next  door  to  the  Astor  House. 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine.  Harper  and  Bro. 
Putnam's  Monthly.  G.  P.  Putnam. 
National  Magazine.  Carlton  and  Philips. 

These  are  kindred  publications,  all  issued  by  New-York  publishers  to  meet 
the  increasing  demand  for  periodical  literature  which  seems  to  "grow  by  what 
it  feeds  on."  They  are  all  ably  conducted,  abounding  in  variety,  original  and 
selected,  alternately  grave  and  gay,  serious  and  mirthful,  instructive  and  enter- 
taining, so  that  all  tastes  may  be  suited,  and  hence  their  popularity.  There  may 
be  reason  to  fear  that  the  abundance  of  light  reading,  rendered  so  attractive,  may 
content  the  minds  of  too  many,  who  may  hence  learn  a  "little  of  everything  but 
nothing  profoundly."  Smatterers,  not  scholars  will  all  be.  who  satisfy  themselves 
without  any  other  reading  than  can  be  found  in  these  fugitive  issues.  They  must 
not  be  suffered  to  supplant  the  good  old  standard  authors  in  every  department 
of  literature,  from  the  study  of  which  these  magazine  writers  have  learned  all 
they  know  or  can  teach  others.  Let  these  be  used  for  relaxation,  and  not  sub- 
stituted for  better  and  more  solid  reading. 

AUTOPSY  OF  THE  EON.  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

[From  an  article  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences, 
\ve  extract  the  following  description  of  the  post-mortem  appearances, 
&c..  by  his  physician,  Dr.  John  Jeffries.] 

The  autopsy  w  as  made  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  who  furnishes  the 
following  report : — 

Autopsy  thirty-two  hours  after  death ;  present  Drs.  Jeffries,  Por- 
ter, J.  Mason  Warren,  Wymari,  Parkman,  and  Jackson. 
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The  emaciation  was  very  marked,  as  shown  by  the  state  of  the 
integuments  and  muscles;  the  latter  being  wasted,  pale,  and  flabby. 

Abdomen. — The  peritoneal  cavity  contained  eleven  pints  of  serum. 
There  were  also  old  and  strong  adhesions  about  the  spleen,  the  gall- 
bladder, the  caecum,  and  to  a  small  extent  between  the  left'extrem- 
ities  of  the  arch  of  the  colon  and  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen. 

The  stomach  was  distended,  and  contained  half  a  pint  of  very 
dark  blood,  about  one  half  of  which  was  in  the  state  of  a  soft  eoagu- 
lum ;  and  this  was  the  only  appearance  that  was  found  of  coagulum 
in  any  part  of  the  body.  The  mucous  membrane  was  deeply  stained 
by  the  contents,  generally  rather  soft,  and  in  the  pyloric  poi  tion 
somewhat  mamellonated.  The  intestines  were  opened  through- 
out, washed,  and  fully  examined  with  reference  to  the  diarrhaea  that 
had  so  long  existed.  Blood  was  found  throughout  in  very  consider- 
able quantity  as  far  as  the  descending  colon,  below  which  there  was 
no  trace  of  it ;  in  the  large  intestine  it  was  altered  as  usual  in  color. 
Mucous  membrane  stained  by  the  contents  so  far  as  blood  extended. 
In  the  large  intestine  were  numerous  hernia?  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
so  common  in  this  situation;  from  many  of  these  small  masses  of 
feces  or  of  mucus  could  be  forced  out,  and  these  were  the  only  tra- 
ces of  feces  that  wrere  found.  Otherwise,  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  intestines  appeared  quite  healthy  ;  there  being  nowhere  any  ulcer- 
ation to  explain  the  diarrha;a,  nor  ecchymosis  connected  with  the 
hemorrhage. 

The  liver  was,  throughout,  very  markedly  granulated ;  dense,  and 
contracted  in  size ;  the  color  externally  was  greenish  or  bronzed,  but 
internally  everywhere  of  a  pale  red ;  showing,  as  we  may  not  very 
unfrcquently  observe,  the  inappropriateness  ofi:he  term  "  cirrhosis," 
which  would  generally  have  been  applied  to  the  present  case.  Weight 
of  the  organ,  three  pounds  and  one-third,  avoirdupois.  Bile  in  the 
gall-bladder  nearly  black,  and  of  a  tarry  consistence. 

Spleen  small,  pale,  and  shrivelled.  Investing  membrane  to  some 
extent  opaque,  white,  thickened,  and  condensed ;  this  change  being 
probably  due  to  the  old  peritoneal  affection. 

Kidneys  and  pelvic  organs  healthy. 

Thorax  Old  pleural  adhesions  over  nearly  the  whole  of  the 

right  side  ;  none  on  the  left.  Lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung  and  the 
two  lower  lobes  of  the  right  much  congested,  and  very  dark  ;  a 
change  that  undoubtedly  occurred  towards  the  close  of  life,  being 
simply  passive. 

Heart  flaccid;  very  little  blood  in  cavities,  and  this  was  quite 
liquid.    Slight  disease  of  aortal  valves,  but  organ  otherwise  healthy. 
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Foramen  ovale  ;  a  small  valvular  opening  existed.  Aorta  not  ossi- 
fied, except  to  a  small  extent  in  the  abdomen. 

Head. — The  membranes  of  the  brain  were  most  remarkably  dis- 
eased. In  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid  was  a  layer  of  librine  which 
covered  almost  entirely,  and  about  equally,  the  convexity  of  both 
hemispheres;  it  did  not  extend,  however,  beneath  nor  between  them, 
nor  about  the  cerebellum.  In  the  recent  state,  it  had  a  rather  dull, 
yellowish,  infiltrated,  oedematous  appearance;  being  one-fourth  of 
an  inch  in  thickness  over  the  upper  surface,  but  becoming  gradually 
more  thin  on  the  sides,  where  it  terminated  in  a  thin  ed<re.  The  ad- 
hesion  to  the  dura  mater  was  in  some  parts  quite  close ;  but  it  was 
generally  very  readily  stripped  oft",  and  left  the  arachnoid  with  its 
usual  polish.  It  was  more  adherent  to  the  subjacent  membrane  ;  this 
last  being  irregular,  and  having  generally  a  clouded  and  slightly 
opaque  appearance,  with  many  milk-white  spots,  but  without  any 
appreciable  thickening.  The  quantity  of  serous  effusion  into  the 
membranes  was  altogether  large.  The  subarachnoid  tissue  corres- 
ponding to  the  layer  of  librine  above  described  was  infiltrated  with  a 
straw-colored  serum  in  some  places,  separating  the  convolutions  from 
each  other;  this  separation  was  quite  remarkable  at  the  posterior 
part  of  the  right  cerebral  hemisphere  on  its  upper  surface  and  near 
the  median  line,  there  being  also  a  slight  depression  at  this  part.  The 
dura  mater  adhered  firmly  to  the  calvaria,  but  was  healthy  in  struc- 
ture, as  were  the  membranes  otherwise  ;  there  was,  however,  a  serous 
infiltration  into  each  plexus  choroides ;  though  no  more,  if  nc$  less 
than  usual,  into  the  lateral  ventricles.  No  appearance  of  recent 
meningitis  ;  and  no  effused  blood  or  cysts  in  or  about  the  false  mem- 
brane. The  brain  itself  was  perfectly  healthy  ;  and  the  arteries  at  the 
base  very  nearly  so.  Cranium  healthy.  Over  the  right  frontal  re- 
gion a  scar  existed,  the  result  of  the  injury  that  occurred  last  May; 
integuments  not  otherwise  remarkable. 

A  portion  of  the  fibrine  from  the  arachnoid  cavity  having  been 
removed  for  microscopical  examination,  it  was  found,  some  hours 
afterwards,  and  when  the  serum  with  which  it  had  been  infiltrated 
was  absorbed,  to  have  almost  the  consistence  of  one  of  the  natural 
tisuses  of  the  body ;  being  strong  enough  to  bear  considerable  trac- 
tion ;  it  also  appeared  then  to  have  somewhat  of  a  laminated  struc- 
ture, and  bloodvessels  were  distinctly  seen  in  it  even  with  the  naked 
eye.  Dr.  Wyman  found  it  "  organized,  and,  in  some  places  vascular. 
Under  the  microscope,  the  lymph  was  resolved  into  minute  fibres, 
like  those  forming  the  white  fibrous  element  of  areolar  tissue,  and 
including  in  their  meshes  large  numbers  of  minute  granules." 
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Recapitulating  the  points  of  interest  in  this  case,  it  will  be  observ- 
ed that  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was  hemorrhage  from  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  For  this,  no  source  could  be  found  in  the  lesion 
of  any  vessel ;  it  must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  a  simple  exhalation 
dependent  upon  a  disorganization  of  this  fluid,  indicated,  moreover,  by 
the  almost  entire  absence  of  coagulation.  The  relation  of  this  hemor- 
rhage to  the  disease  of  the  liver  will  also  be  noted  as  coinciding  with 
previous  experience  ;.it  being  well  known  that,  in  certain  cases  where 
there  is  an  altered  action  of  this  organ,  there  is  a  tendency  to  dis- 
organization of  the  blood,  manifesting  itself  thus  in  hemorrhage. 

Cholera  and  its  Treatment. 

[We  clip  the  following  from  the  editorial  columns  of  the  North- 
ern Christian  Advocate,  because  it  is  a  sensible  and  forcible  view  of 
the  subject,  such  as  is  rarely  found  out  of  the  profession.  There  .ire 
a  multitude  of  medical  men,  moreover,  who  may  profit  by  its  perusal.] 

"  This  frightful  epidemic  is  one  of  the  sternest  educators  in  the 
land.  It  is  impressing  lessons  of  hygiene  upon  us  with  a  force  which 
the  schools  can  never  attain.  We  are  reminded  of  the  old  maxim  : 
'  Experience  keeps  a  dear  school,  but  fools  will  learn  in  no  other.' 
How  much  we  need  these  lessons  may  be  estimated  somewhat  by 
the  fact  that  cholera,  with  all  its  destructiveness,  is  far  less  mortal 
than  another  disease  which  is  constantly  preying  upon  our  citizens, 
though  almost  unheeded.  We  allude  to  consumption.  This  disease 
is  doing  its  work  at  all  times  of  the  year,  and  on  all  ages  and  con- 
ditions of  life,  producing  wide-spread  and  unexampled  mortality  

yet  it  excites  no  particular  alarm,  and  awakens  no  special  care. 
People  pass  on  to  the  grave,  as  if  fated  to  die  in  this  manner  ;  thev 
are  not  aware  that  escape  is  possible.  But  the  laws  of  health,  if 
properly  understood  and  observed,  would  banish  this  formidable 
complaint  as  readily  as  any  other.  It  is  not  true  that  consumption 
cannot  be  cured,  but  even  if  it  were  incurable,  this  would  not  ac- 
count for  its  almost  universal  prevalence.  The  disease  might 
be  avoided,  if  it  could  not  be  cured.  We  have,  beyond  all  question, 
to  impute  its  continuance,  and  its  alarming  increase  among  us,  to 
ignorance,  or  sheer  neglect  of  the  laws  of  health.  We  have  strangely 
contravened  the  principles  of  our  material  nature,  or  we  never  knew 
them.  These  thoughts  have  been  suggested  by  an  article  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Edinburgh  Quarterly  Review,  on  '  Cholera  and  Qua- 
rantine.' 

"  It  is  pretty  conclusively  shown  in  this  article  that  quarantine  is  of 
no  use  as  a  preventive  of  cholera,  and  that  it  operates  with  unfeeling 
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cruelty  on  those  who  are  subjected  to  It.  They  are  often  cut  off  from 
all  medical  aid,  and  shut  up  in  the  close  confinement  of  ships,  in  situa- 
tions and  under  circumstances  but  too  well  calculated  to  provoke  the 
disease.  The  grand  remedy  for  cholera  lies  in  precise  attention  to  the 
rules  of  living,  or  the  laws  of  health.  Universal  cleanliness  must  be 
joined  to  universal  temperance,  and  both  united  with  an  exemption 
from  all  external  cholera-producing  causes.  When  these  precautions 
are  attended  to,  little  or  no  danger  need  be  apprehended.  We  are 
in  a  great  degree  responsible  for  disease  ;  it  comes  upon  us,  not  by 
arbitrary  visitation  of  God,  but  through  our  own  neglect  of  the 
bodies  that  he  has  given  us,  and  which  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  pre- 
serve, as  much  as  in  us  lies.  It  has  been  shown  repeatedly  that  due 
care  in  avoiding  the  causes  of  cholera,  will  invariably  ward  off  the 
disease.  This  is  the  general  law.  Isolated  or  sporadic  cases  are  an 
exception,  apparently,  but  really  not,  inasmuch  as  they  grow  out  of 
the  depraved  state  of  the  atmosphere,  conjoined,  perhaps,  with  some 
peculiar  predisposition  in  the  individual  to  such  an  attack.  Even 
these  exceptions  will  soon  disappear  altogether  under  proper  sanitary 
regulations.  Both  the  air  and  the  individual  system  will  lose  their 
morbid  tendencies  whenever  a  rational  mode  of  living  is  introduced. 
Cities  will  then  part  with  their  filth,  and  cease  to  be  hot-beds  of  pes- 
tilence. 

"  But  it  appears  that  cholera  is  suffered  to  become  fatal,  and  to  con- 
tinue its  ravages  long  after  its  progress  might  be  arrested  by  means 
within  the  reach  of  all.  A  careful  attention  to  the  premonitory 
symptoms  would,  in  most  cases,  check  the  disease  effectually,  and  in 
a  very  short  time  remove  it  from  any  place.  All  that  is  wanting  to 
such  a  movement  is  concerted  and  persevering  action.  The  city  au- 
thorities should  meet  the  disease  while  it  is  yet  immature — they 
should  extinguish  the  fire  while  it  is  feeble.  The  following  is  an 
account  of  this  mode  of  proceeding  in  England,  and  the  result 
shows  that  it  was  completely  successful : 

"  From  the  facts — that  this  disease  is  not  sudden  in  its  attack, 
that  it  gives  warning  of  its  approach  in  time  for  the  adoption  of  ef- 
fectual means  to  arrest  its  progress,  that  even  Avhere  its  prevalence  is 
inost  extensive  its  presence  is  confined  to  circumscribed  localities, 
that  in  those  very  localities  the  mortality  is  restricted  within  an  ex- 
ceedingly narrow  space,  and  that  it  seldom  continues  long  at  any  one 
point,  but  attacks  numbers  of  points  in  succession — the  practical  in- 
ference was  deduced  that  if  those  precious  moments  which  intervene 
between  the  premonition  and  the  attack  were  properly  employed,  the 
actual  attack  might  be  averted.    Accordingly,  a  staff  of  qualified 
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persons,  consisting  chiefly  of  medical  students  and  young  men  com- 
mencing practice,  was  organized  to  make  a  house-to-house  visitation 
in  every  locality  in  which  the  disease  might  break  out,  taking  with 
them  appropriate  remedies  for  the  premonitory  stage,  which  they 
were  instructed  to  administer  on  the  spot.  It  was  found  that  a  large 
staff  was  not  needed  for  this  service,  but  that  if  those  who  undertook 
it  devoted  their  whole  time  to  the  work,  and  performed  it  with  the 
precision  of  a  military  movement,  a  small  number  uf  persons  could 
visit  every  house  in  an  infected  locality  once,  twice,  and  even  three 
times  daily.  This  was  actually  done  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom 
visited  by  this  plague  where  the  advice  of  the  General  Board  of 
Health  was  followed.  The  following  are  among  some  of  the  most 
remarkable  results : 

MC1.  The  discovery  of  a  number  of  dead  bodies  in  the  houses  vis- 
ited, the  individuals  having  died  of  cholera  without  having  received 
any  medical  assistance  whatever.  2.  The  discovery  of  great  num- 
bers of  cases  of  cholera  in  various  stages  of  developement,  rapidly 
proceeding  to  a  fatal  termination,  without  medical  assistance,  or  the 
slightest  apprehension  of  danger  on  the  part  either  of  the  sufferers 
or  their  friends.  3.  The  discovery  of  a  vast  number  of  cases  of 
premonitory  diarrhoea,  without  any  medicine  being  taken,  without 
any  change  being  made  in  diet,  without  any  thought  of  sickness,  and 
much  less  without  apprehension  of  the  actual  presence  and  positive 
commencement  of  a  mortal  malady.  4.  A  sudden  increase  in  the 
number  of  applications  at  dispensaries  for  the  supply  of  medicines, 
one  special  duty  of  the  visiter  being  to  direct  all  persons  who  might 
be  taken  ill  after  his  visit  to  make  instant  application  for  aid  to  the 
nearest  dispensary.  5.  An  immediate  and  progressive  diminution 
in  the  number  of  developed  cases_of  cholera.  6.  An  apparent  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  the  premonitory  cases ;  premonitory  diar- 
rhoea taking  the  place  of  developed  cholera.  7.  A  dec  ided  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  fresh  attacks.  8.  A  decided  dim'nution  in  the 
mortality.  9.  Sometimes  a  rapid  cessation  of  the  disease,  and  in- 
variably a  steady  progress  towards  it.  Thus,  at  Dumfries,  with  a 
population  of  10,000,  before  the  visitation  system  was  commenced 
147,  and  before  it  was  in  full  operation  250  of  the  towns-people  had 
perished.  On  the  first  three  days  during  which  the  system  was  in 
partial  use,  the  fresh  attacks  daily  were  respectively  37,  38,  23;  and 
the  deaths,  9,  G,  9 ;  on  the  three  succeeding  days,  when  it  was  in  full 
activity,  the  attacks  diminished  to  11,  14,  12,  and  the  deaths  to  7,  3, 
G;  and  on  the  following  three  days  the  attacks  sunk  to  8,  4,  2,  and 
the  deaths  to  6,  4,  5  ;  in  three  days  more  the  epidemic  was  at  an  end. 
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At  Carlcston,  a  suburb  of  Paisley,  when  the  system  of  visitation 
commenced  the  fresh  attacks  amounted  to  23  daily  ;  on  the  fourth 
day  after  the  system  was  in  complete  operation  they  fell  to  3  daily, 
and  in  a  few  days  more  the  pestilence  ceased.  At  the  small  village 
of  Nordelf,  out  of  a  population  of  150  souls,  there  had  occurred  no 
fewer  than  50  attacks  of  cholera.  At  this  point  the  visitation  sys- 
tem was  introduced,  after  which  only  four  new  cases  occurred,  and 
these  were  saved.  Out  of  the  large  and  peculiarly  predisposed  popu- 
lation of  Glasgow,  15,000  cases  of  premonitory  diarrhoea  were 
promptly  brought  under  treatment:  of  these  1000  had  already  ad- 
vanced to  the  stage  of  rice-water  purging,  yet  out  of  this  total  num- 
ber only  27  passed  into  developed  cholera.  The  results  were  still 
more  striking  in  the  Parkhead  district  of  the  Barony  Parish,  Glas- 
gow, where  the  system  of  visitation  proved  that  the  premonitory 
cases  were  to  those  of  developed  cholera  in  the  proportion  of  3000, 
3300,  5900  and  even  6000  per  cent ;  and  where,  tracking  the  pesti- 
lence by  its  invariable  sign  from  street  to  street,  and  house  to  house, 
and  room  to  room  it  arrested  its  course,  and  prevented  it  from  pass- 
ing beyond  the  premonitory  stage.  The  result  was  similar  in  the 
Metropolis,  in  Manchester,  in  Bristol,  and  other  large  towns.  We 
forbear  to  give  the  details.  It  may  suffice  to  state  that  the  most  earn- 
est testimony  is  borne  to  the  extraordinary  efficacy  of  this  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  pestilence  from  every  place  in  which  it  was  tried, 
and  that  it  is  now  admitted  by  all — medical  men  and  others — who 
have  turned  their  attention  to  the  results  of  this  most  important  and 
instructive  experience — that  if  epidemic  cholera  should  again  break 
out  in  this  country,  the  first  duty  of  the  Government,  and  of  local 
authorities,  will  be  to  organize  a  plan  for  carrying  this  measure  into 
prompt  and  efficient  operation. 

"  The  above  facts  amount  to  demonstration.  And  we  may  regard 
the  prolonged  continuance  of  cholera  in  any  place,  as  the  result  of 
inefficient  sanitary  regulations,  rather  than  of  anything  peculiarly  un- 
manageable in  the  disease  itself." 

Dr.  W.  F.  Barrs'  Address 

Before  the  Medical  Society  of  East  Tennessee,  is  a  spirited  perform- 
ance, as  the  following  extract  will  suffice  to  show.  "  More  truth  than 
poetry." 

"The  name  of 'Doctor'  is  so  enchanting,  and  appears  to  have 
such  a  pleasant  sound  upon  the  cars  of  many,  that,  although  without 
the  rudiments  of  an  English  education,  they  will  engage  in  the  study 
of  medicine.   There  are  many  Physicians  who  have  no  more  respect 
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for  the  profession  than  to  receive  all  such  applicants.  Such  young 
men  have  never  reflected  upon  the  character  of  the  profession — they 
have  never  considered  its  objects — consequently  they  are  ignorant  of 
all  its  purposes,  but  that  of  making  '  filthy  lucre.'  A  few  short 
months  is  enough  for  them  to  study,  and  then  without  either  a  com- 
mon education,  or  a  knowledge  of  medicine,  they  engage  in  practice 
with  all  the  brazen  impudence  which  characterizes  an  ignorant  pre- 
tender! Without  hopes  of  success  on  honorable  principles,  they, 
like  their  great  father  and  leader,  Paracelsus,  are  compelled  to  resort 
to  low  cunning  and  dishonorable  knavery.  That  '  a  little  learning  is 
a  dangerous  thing.'  is  fully  verified  in  their  cases.  They  only  know 
enough  to  think  themselves  wise,  and  not  enough  to  find  out,  what 
Socrates  did,  that  they  are  ignorant.  With  all  the  egotism  of  Para- 
celsus, who  declared  that  the  '  very  down  of  his  bald  pate  had  more 
knowledge  than  all  their  writers — the  buckles  of  his  shoes  more  learn- 
ing than  Galen  and  Arricanna,  and  his  beard  more  experience  than 
all  their  universities,' — they  embark  upon  practice ;  and  like  him,  to 
advance  themselves,  they  will  defame  the  characters  of  learned  and 
successful  Physicians — they  will  mount  to  prosperity  upon  the  pyre 
of  the  wreck  they  have  made  of  the  honor  and  success  of  learned 
and  worthy  ones,  thus  elevating  themselves  by  destroying  others. 
They  will  engage  in  a  cunning,  undermining,  electioneering  scheme, 
and  even  go  so  far  as  to  visit  another's  patient,  speak  of  his  manner 
of  treating  diseases,  and  use  every  effort  which  unblushing  impudence 
and  ignorance  can  devise  to  secure  the  dismissal  of  the  attending 
Physician. 

"The  most  superficial  observer  can  fortell  what  will  be  the  result  if 
some  measures  are  not  taken  to  suppress  such  a  system,  or  the  people 
do  not  arise  in  their  majesty  and  discountenance  it.  Learned  and 
successful  practitioners  will  be  driven  from  the  profession  ;  and  young 
men  of  education  and  talents  will  not  engage  in  it — believing,  as  they 
must,  that  after  spending  years  of  time  and  their  money,  that  they 
can  be  supplanted  by  a  simpleton  who  has  studied  but  six  or  twelve 
months. 

"  Why  it  is  that  people  do  not  pay  more  regard  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  Physician,  is  difficult  to  divine.  A  Preacher  or  a  Lawyer 
must  be  learned.  Perishable  property  can  not  be  confided  into  the 
hands  of  an  ignorant  Lawyer!  No!  they  must  be  learned,  for  it  is 
required  by  law,  that  they  shall  undergo  a  strict  examination  by  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  before  they  are  permitted  to  cngigc  in  the  prac- 
tice of  their  profession.  Yes,  a  man  must  be  prepared  and  well  qua- 
lified before  he  can  engage  in  the  practice  of  law!  ^But,  alas!  when 
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the  fell  hand  of  disease  seizes  upon  the  body— the  frame  is  racked 
with  pain,  and  human  nature  sinks  almost  powerless  and  pulseless 
under  its  effects,  any  body  will  do  for  a  '  doctor.''  So  he  has  the  title, 
that  is  sufficient." 

Quack  Literature.  ; 

It  very  seldom  happens  (to  the  honor  of  human  character  he  it 
spoken)  that  educated  persons  become  quacks.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
very  many,  if  not  most  of  the  quacks  in  medicine  arc  extremely  illit- 
erate;  and  it  is  gratifying  that  such  is  the  case,  for  a  prostitution  of 
learning  and  talent  to  the  base  purposes  of  quackery  is  painful  in  the 
extreme. 

We  receive  many  illustrations  of  the  ignorance  of  quackdom, 
among  which  the  following  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  specimen.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  writer  had  slandered  a  reputable  physician,  and  being 
called  to  an  account  by  a  friend  of  the  person,  offered  the  annexed 
apology.   Of  course  we  suppress  the  names  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  

Sir  i  Re'vd  your  Lines  this  morning  in  Relation 

to  some  Statements  that  i  made  about  Dr.  Being  a  Quack,  if  i 

made  eny  such  Statements  as  that  i  don't  Recolect  of  it  i  might  of 
Called  His  name  if  i  did  it  was  thrue  a  mistake  as  i  am  not  a  quain- 
ted  with  him  or  his  Profecional  Carrear.  i  would  not  say  eny  thing 
to  ingury  eny  Person  i  might  have  been  speaking  about  *fasitions  a 
Round  your  country  Called  some  of  them  quacks,  and  Likely  Called 

Dr.  a  quack,  but  if  i  did  it  was  not  my  intention  for  so  doing 

as  i  new  nothing  of  the  Gentle  Man.   i  hope  there  is  no  insult  a  pon 

my  Part.    As  fare  jus  i  have  been  acquanted  with  you  or  Dr.  i 

think  a  great  eal  of  you  both  and  was  willing  at  all  times  to  accom- 
odate you  or  Him  to  eny  arctcle  or  Books  i  Had. 

I  hope  there  is  no  Hard  felins  with  you  and  Dr.  a  gainst  Mc. 

Your  Frcend   

The  writer  of  the  above  article  is  a  practitioner  of  the  quack 
stripe;  and  whether  he  is  the  "doctor"  referred  to  in  the  following 
anecdote,  or  not,  wc  are  not  certainly  informed,  but  the  thing  is  not 
impossible : 

A  Doctor  as  is  a  Doctor. — A  country  physician  was  called  upon 
to  visit  a  young  man  afflicted  with  the  apoplexy.  M.  D.  Bolus  gazed 
long  and  hard,  felt  his  pulse  and  pocket,  looked  at  his  tongue  and  his 
wife,  and  finally  gave  vent  to  the  following  sublime  opinion : 


*  Intended  for  Physicians. 
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"  I  think  he's  a  gone  feller." 

"  No,  no !"  exclaimed  the  sorrowing  wife,  "  do  not  say  that." 

"Yes,"  returned  Bolus,  lifting  up  his  hat  and  eyes  heavenward  at 
the  same  time,  "  Yes,  I  do  say  so  ;  there  arn't  no  hope,  not  the  least- 
est  mite :  he's  got  an  attack  of  ni  hil  fit  in  his  lost  frontis  " 

"  Where  f  cried  the  startled  wife. 

"  In  his  lost  frontis,  and  he  can't  be  cured  without  some  trouble 
and  a  great  deal  of  pains.  You  see  the  whole  planetory  system  de- 
ranged ;  fustly,  his  vox  populi  is  pressing  on  the  ad  valorem  ;  sec- 
ondly, his  cutacharpial  cutaneous  has  swelled  considerably,  if  not 
more ;  thirdly,  and  lastly,  his  solar  ribs  are  in  a  concussed  state,  and 
he  arn't  got  any  money,  and  consequently  he  is  bound  to  die." 

Western  Lancet. 


AMERICAN   MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association  will  be  held  at  the 
City  of  New- York,  on  Tuesday,  May  3d,  1853. 

The  Secretaries  of  all  Societies,  and  other  bodies  entitled  to  rep- 
resentation in  this  Association,  are  requested  to  forward  to  the  under- 
signed correct  lists  of  their  respective  delegations  as  soon  as  they 
may  be  appointed ;  and  it  is  desired  by  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments that  these  appointments  be  made  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Article  II,  of  the  Constitution  : 
"  Each  local  Society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the 
Association  one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  mem- 
bers, and  one  for  each  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  this  num- 
ber. The  faculty  of  every  regularly  constituted  medical  college,  or 
chartered  school  of  medicine,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  two 
delegates.  The  professional  staff  of  every  chartered  or  municipal 
hospital,  containing  a  hundred  inmates  or  more,  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  sending  two  delegates ;  and  every  other  permanently  organ, 
ized  medical  institution  of  good  standing  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
sending  one  delegate." 

Edward  L.  Beadle, 

One  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Amcr.  Med.  Association, 
42  Bleecker  street,  New- York. 

The  medical  press  of  the  United  States  is  respectfully  requested 
to  copy  the  above  notice. 
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Extracts  from  the  Code  of  Ethics 

Adopted  by  the  National  Medical  Convention  and  by  the  New-  York 
Academy  of  Medicine. 

"  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  resort  to  pub- 
lic advertisements,  private  cards  or  handbills,  inviting  the  attention  of 
individuals  affected  with  particular  diseases, — publicly  offering  advice 
and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis,  or  to  publish  cases  and  operations 
in  the  daily  prints,  or  to  svffer  such  publications  to  be  made;  to  in- 
vile  laymen  to  be  present  at  operations,  &c.  These  are  the  ordinary 
practices  of  empirics,  and  are  highly  reprehensible  in  a  regular 
physician." 

"A  tvealthy  physician  should  not  give  advice  gratis  to  the  affluent, 
because  his  doing  so  is  an  injury  to  his  professional  brethren.  The  of- 
fice of  a  physician  can  never  be  supported,  exclusively,  as  a  beneficent 
one ;  and  it  is  defrauding,  in  some  degree,  the  common  funds  for  its 
support,  when  fees  are  dispensed  with  which  might  justly  be  claimed." 

These  and  sundry  other  articles  in  our  established  code  of  Ethics, 
are  proposed  to  be  abolished  at  the  next  May  Convention  which  is  to 
be  held  in  New- York.  Not  that  any  one  doubts  their  propriety  and 
necessity,  but  on  the  ground  that  they  are  rendered  a  dead  letter  in 
the  cities  of  New-York,  Boston,  &c.  by  the  most  eminent  and  senior 
surgeons  and  physicians,  whose  position  in  the  colleges  is  claimed  as 
giving  them  impunity,  above  and  beyond  all  ethical  law.  And  this, 
too,  when  the  country  physicians  all  over  the  land  are  held  tried  and 
punished  under  the  Code,  while  such  men  as  Drs.  Mott  and  Bedford 
of  New- York,  and  Dr.  Bowditch  of  Boston,  are  habitual  law-breakers. 
Witness  the  late  expulsion  of  a  member  in  Illinois,  confirmed  by  the 
State  Society,  for  an  advertisement  which  is  far  less  ojicn  to  censure 
than  are  the  advertisements  of  the  professors  named,  and  those  of 
many  others  in  high  places. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  our  ethical  rules  are  observed  and  en- 
forced among  our  country  brethren,  and  among  the  junior  members 
of  the  fraternity  in  the  cities.  The  transgressors  are  for  the  most  part 
found  in  certain  colleges,  and  are  connived  at  only  by  those  sycophants 
who  seek  for  "  thrift  to  follow  fawning ;"  but  are  condemned  by  the 
profession  at  large.  Who  but  a  professor  in  a  college  would  have  the 
temerity  to  commit  the  flagrant  violation  of  the  Code,  by  "  inviting 
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laymen  to  witness"  the  introduction  of  a  speculum  vaginae  at  an  "ob- 
stetrical clinique  V  And  yet  even  this  outrage  is  said  to  be  repeated 
in  New- York,  by  one  who  happily  has  no  imitators,  and  whom  the 
profession  by  common  consent  avoid,  "  leaving  him  alone  in  his  glo- 
ry," so  long  as  he  is  "  glorying  in  his  shame." 

We  repeat  our  conviction  that  the  Code  should  be  either  enforced 
upon  all,  or  upon  none  in  the  profession ;  and  if  wealthy  medical  dig- 
nitaries are  to  be  sustained  in  its  open  violation,  then  the  junior  and 
poorer  members  of  the  craft,  whose  necessities  often  palliate,  if  they 
do  not  excuse  irregularities,  should  also  have  impunity.  If  other- 
wise, then  the  abolition  of  the  Code  will  become  the  duty  of  the  next 
Convention. 

It  is  too  soon  to  specify  other  and  obvious  topics  of  general  pro- 
fessional interest  which  will  challenge  the  consideration  of  that  body 
in  May  next.  But  none  are  of  so  much  importance  as  the  correction 
of  existing  abuses  in  certain  medical  schools,  some  of  which  have  been 
spread  before  our  readers  in  the  pages  of  the  present  and  previous 
numbers  of  this  journal ;  and  which  will  require  a  strong  hand  and 
stringent  measures  on  the  part  of  the  whole  profession  of  the  country. 
Resolutions  and  recommendations  will  avad  nothing,  however  they 
may  constrain  the  public  approval  of  all,  unless  the  parties,  who  defy 
and  despise  the  authority  of  all  Medical  Conventions  for  filthy  lucre  shall 
be  made  to  feel  the  penalty  of  "  almighty  neglect "  on  the  part  of  the 
reputable  portion  of  the  fraternity.  This  can  only  be  done  by  public- 
ly excluding  from  representation  in  that  Convocation  for  our  whole 
country,  any  and  every  college  which  refuses  conformity  to  the  Code 
of  Ethics,  and  to  those  salutary  checks  upon  the  graduation  of  unquali- 
fied men,  which  the  wisdom  of  the  State  and  National  Medical  Socie- 
ties shall  decide  to  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  profession 
and  the  public.  Upon  this  subject  we  trust  the  fullest  discussion  may 
be  had  in  the  journals  preparatory  to  the  May  meeting,  which,  it  will 
be  seen  by  the  official  notice,  is  to  be  held  in  this  city. 

Reading  Doctors. 

Very  few  among  the  present  race  of  physicians  are  given  to  read- 
ing. Not  only  do  the  mass  of  medical  men,  so  called,  fail  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  fathers,  whose  works  are  still  the  stan- 
dards of  scholastic  medicine ;  but  they  even  fail  to  read  the  periodi- 
cals of  their  profession;  and  hence  it  is  that  there  is  so  much  ignorance 
and  stupidity  in  our  ranks,  by  which  the  few  medical  scholars  among 
us  arc  ever  called  to  endure  humiliation  in  view  of  the  degeneracy  of 
our  craft.   An  ignorant  physician  is  a  quack  ex  necessitate  ret,  and  this 
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whatever  diploma  of  the  doctorate  he  may  bear,  or  even  if  adventi- 
tious circumstances  may  have  given  him  importance  or  eclat  in  his 
own  estimation  or  that  of  others. 

We  speak  not  now  merely  of  those  whose  preliminary  education 
has  been  neglected,  and  hence  find  themselves  signing  M.  D.  to  their 
names,  while  blundering  in  the  rudiments  of  their  mother  tongue,  and 
exposing  their  blundering  orthography  to  every  better  informed  apoth- 
ecary to  whom  their  prescriptions  are  sent,  whether  written  ostensibly 
in  English  or  Dog-latin.  But  our  reference  is  to  those  who,  having 
learned  the  rudiments  of  elementary  knowledge  in  medicine  at  the 
colleges,  which  is  all  that  they  can  teach  before  they  graduate  their 
pupils,  regard  themselves  as  thenceforward  at  the  pinnacle  of  perfec- 
tion ;  and  fail  to  begin  then,  and  ever  after  perpetuate  the  habit  of  read- 
ing, first  to  improve  their  knowledge  in  all  they  have  learned,  and 
next  to  keep  pace  with  the  continual  jn'Ogrcss  0f  our  art. 

For  the  latter  purpose,  the  regular  perusal  of  one  or  more  good 
periodicals  is  absolutely  indispensable.  And  yet  there  are  hundreds 
if  not  thousands  of  physicians,  so  called,  who  neglect  to  take  any  one 
of  the  Medical  Journals  published  either  in  our  own  or  in  foreign 
lands,  and  excuse  themselves  by  having  "  no  time  to  read,"  which  re 
lieves  them  of  the  expense  of  journals,  or  even  medical  books. 

Now  we  are  not  disposed  to  urge  the  claims  of  any  one  of  the 
periodicals  of  the  country,  but  only  to  insist  that  every  physician  who 
presumes  to  practice  in  any  department,  owes  it  to  his  patients  that 
he  should  read  some  one  or  more  of  them,  and  any  one  of  them  is 
infinitely  better  than  none.  Nay  more,  if  he  neglect  to  do  so,  he  nul- 
lifies his  diploma  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  forfeited,  for  he  is  and  must  be  in 
capable  of  doing  justice  to  his  patients,  who  are  legally  and  morally 
entitled  not  only  to  the  best  he  can  do  for  them,  but  to  the  best  that 
can  be  done  by  any  body,  in  the  advancing  improvement  of  our  art. 
And  of  this  he  must  be  perennially  and  profoundly  ignorant,  unless  he 
be  a  reading  physician,  and  is  posted  up  to  date  by  an  acquaintance 
with  medical  periodicals. 

"That  physician,  Dr.  A.  is  only  a  book  doctor,"  says  his  numskull 
rival,  who  claims  to  be  a  practical  man  par  excellence,  and  this  with- 
out books  whereby  he  stultifies  himself  with  people  of  sense.  "  Read 
and  you  will  know,"  is  not  a  precept  puerile  in  its  applicability,  nor  is 
it  a  whit  less  true  than  "  neglect  to  read,  and  you  will  never  know," 
except  as  you  borrow  or  steal  from  those  who  do.  And  strange  to 
say,  many  refuse  to  take  a  J  ournal,  or  stop  it  to  save  expense,  because 
they  can  borrow  from  their  neighboring  "  book  doctor,"  who  has  sense 
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enough  to  sustain  the  periodicals  of  his  profession,  and  profit  by  read- 
ing them. 

A  good  and  safe  criterion  by  which  to  estimate  a  physician,  in  town 
or  country,  is  to  learn  whether  he  habitually  subscribes  to  the  J  our- 
nals  and  reads  them ;  and  if  not,  his  pretensions  should  be  doubted 
by  his  patients. 

Albany  Medical  College. 

By  the  announcement  it  will  be  seen  that  a  Spring  Course  of  lec- 
tures has  been  determined  on  in  this  School,  commencing  immediate- 
ly on  the  termination  of  the  present  session,  viz.  Feb.  8th,  1853.  Our 
old  friends  in  the  faculty  will  excuse  us  when  we  say  that  we  are  glad 
to  see  even  this  sign  of  life,  for  they  only  lack  increased  enterprise 
and  zeal  to  render  their  college  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the 
State. 

Their  location  is  excellent  and  central ;  their  building,  museum,  li- 
brary, and  the  truly  great  hospital  now  to  be  superadded  by  the  mu- 
nificence of  the  citizens,  who  have  subscribed  $50,000  to  found  it,  are 
all  that  can  be  desired.  Their  Faculty  includes  several  of  the  oldest 
and  best  teachers  in  the  state,  while  the  younger  members  have  high 
attainments,  enriched  by  experience  and  foreign  travel.  Their  terms 
are  reduced  to  near  the  standard  of  the  country  schools,  and  now, 
with  two  full  courses  of  10  weeks  each,  they  can  meet  any  competi- 
tion, though  surrounded  by  rivals. 

If  students  of  medicine  and  their  preceptors  could  now  see  the  ad- 
vantage of  attending  three  or  four  full  courses  of  lectures  consecutive- 
ly, during  their  term  of  study ;  with  the  facilities  to  be  found  in  Al- 
bany, for  residence  and  clinical  teaching  meanwhile  ;  a  new  era  would 
now  commence  in  the  history  of  medical  education  in  the  State,  and 
one  which  is  sadly  needed. 

It  is  an  anomaly  in  medical  teaching  worthy  of  note,  that  the  fa- 
culty at  Albany  are  surrounded,  so  to  speak,  with  the  five  Medical 
Schools  of  Pittsfield,  Geneva,  Buffalo,  Castleton  and  Woodstock,  in 
which  six!  courses  of  lectures  are  delivered  annually,  while  they  col- 
lectively have  but  three !  Faculties  between  them,  whose  itinerant 
professors  supply  them  all  with  peripatetic  labors ;  and  they  even  bor- 
row teachers  from  the  Colleges  of  New-York  city  for  some  of  these 
schools;  while  several  of  their  j>rofessors  are  quadruple  and  quintu- 
ple in  their  chairs,  and  are  ever  on  the  wing  between  Maine  and  Ohio. 
All  this  results  from  the  multiplication  of  schools,  beyond  the  mate- 
rial found  in  the  country  to  make  professors  of;  or  from  the  reduction 
of  fees  to  $50  for  a  full  course,  which  is  now  the  price  at  all ;  while 
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the  credit  system  is  in  full  blast,  and  hence  the  income  of  any  one 
chair  irrust  be  insufficient  for  any  teacher,  and  he  is  obliged  to  fill  seve- 
ral ;  or  lecture  for  nothing  and  find  himself,  which  is  an  "  expensive 
luxury." 

In  the  Albany  Medical  College  there  is  a  permanent  Faculty,  and 
their  two  annual  courses,  one  in  the  fall  and  the  other  in  the  spring, 
added  to  their  other  superior  facilities,  cannot  fail  to  elevate  the  school 
to  a  formidable  position  among  its  numerous  rivals.  The  enterprise 
may  not  command  success,  but  it  unquestionably  deserves  it. 

Dr.  Tully's  forthcoming  Book. 

The  first  number  of  the  Materia  Medica,  by  Dr.  Tully,  having 
now  appeared,  has  called  forth  a  criticism  from  the  Buffalo  Medical 
Journal,  which,  we  apprehend,  will,  by  its  justice  and  propriety,  call 
forth  many  responses.  With  our  high  respect  for  the  learning,  abili- 
ty, and  experience  of  the  author,  and  which  we  have  taken  occasion 
to  express;  and  with  all  our  sympathies  enlisted  with  his  friends  in 
the  effort  they  have  made  to  cheer  his  latter  days  by  the  publication 
of  a  work  upon  which  he  has  set  his  heart ;  and  with  an  ardent  wish 
that  it  might  accrue  to  his  pecuniary  benefit,  we,  nevertheless,  could 
not  bring  ourselves  to  endorse  the  merits  of  the  forthcoming  work  in 
advance,  as  some  of  our  cotemporaries  have  done.  We  confess  to 
our  fears  lest  some  of  his  peculiar  and  extreme  opinions  might  be  fa- 
tal to  the  usefuhiess,  if  not  to  the  success  of  the  publication. 

Already  these  forebodings  have  been  verified,  for  " the  obsolete, 
do  gma  of  exclusive  solidism"  is  betrayed  in  the  first  number,  and  is 
essential  to  the  therapeutics  which  Dr.  Tully  has  been  long  known  to 
cherish,  and  will  hence  lie  at  the  basis  of  all  the  teachings  of  the  au- 
thor. The  tendency  of  the  age,  and  all  the  professional  authority  of 
acknowledged  merit,  at  the  present,  is  rather  ta  the  other  extreme, 
Humoralism;  and  both  are  alike  exploded  by  enlightened  science. 
In  medio,  tutissimus  ibis  not  merely,  but  Veritas  est.  But  the  humor- 
al pathology  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  as  held  by  its  modern  re- 
vivalists would  be  less  fatal  to  any  author  or  book  at  this  day,  than 
the  solidism  taught  by  Dr.  Tully. 

New  Jersey  Medical  Institute. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  our  confrere,  Dr.  Joseph  Parrish, 
Editor  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Eeporter,  has  associated  with  Dr. 
J.  B.  Coleman,  of  Trenton,  Dr.  Z.  Read,  of  Mount  Holley,  and  seve- 
ral other  medical  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia  and  New  Jersey,  in  the 
establishment  of  a  medical  school  at  Burlington,  N.  J.    The  circular 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


77 


announces  a  complete  course  of  Lectures  and  demonstrations,  com- 
mencing with  the  first  Monday  of  April,  and  ending  on  the  first  of 
August.  For  the  particulars  we  must  refer  to  the  circular,  hut  we 
cannot  forhear  expressing  our  hest  wishes  for  this  New  Jersey  school, 
and  recommending  it  to  the  profession  as  every  way  worthy  of  confi- 
dence. 

We  learn  that  a  similar  organization  for  a  summer  course  of  lec- 
tures is  in  contemplation  in  the  City  of  New-York,  by  an  association 
of  medical  gentlemen.  The  names  of  Dr.  Gardiner  and  Dr.  Family, 
are  all  we  have  heard  mentioned,  the  latter  of  whom,  now  in  Europe, 
is  procuring  a  cabinet  and  museum  of  unsurpassed  rarity  and  value, 
which  will,  doubtless,  become  tributary  to  this  new  medical  school. 
We  hail  every  such  effort  at  improvement  in  medical  teaching. 

Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 

The  last  number  of  this  excellent  periodical  contains  an  editorial 
criticism  upon  the  late  extraordinary  report  of  Dr.  John  C.  Warren, 
of  the  accidents  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  occurring  on 
a  single  day,  in  effecting  anaesthesia  for  the  purpose  of  Surgical  ope- 
rations. As  in  a  former  number  we  published  the  report,  with  ex- 
tended comments,  we  append  a  brief  notice  of  the  points  of  Professor 
Flint's  criticism,  which  certainly  entitle  it  to  consideration. 

1st.  He  thinks  it  most  extraordinary  that  Chloroform  should 
have  been  administered  by  mistake,  on  the  day  of  these  accidents,  and 
that  Dr.  Warren  should  have  been  the  operator,  when  he  had  so  early 
taken  ground  against  the  use  of  the  article  as  dangerous,  and  vouched 
for  the  efficiency  and  innocence  of  Chloric  Ether. 

2nd.  He  regards  it  as  most  singular  that  in  that  Hospital,  Chlo- 
roform should  be  labelled  concentrated  chloric  ether.  Are  we  to  infer 
that  the  label  was  for  Dr.  Warren's  eyes,  while  others  knew  it  to  be 
Chloroform  by  that  label,  and  having  no  fear  of  the  latter  article  before 
their  eyes,  had  it  labelled  so  as  to  disarm  the  scruples  of  the  operator. 
And  if  so,  has  this  been  the  practice  there  1  Dr.  Flint  docs  not  make 
this  inquiry,  but  it  has  been  suggested  in  another  quarter. 

3rd.  The  occurrence  of  two  or  three  cases  in  which  serious  acci- 
dents followed,  while  in  the  other  it  was  fatal,  would  seem  to  render 
it  doubtful  whether  it  could  have  been  Chloroform ;  for  this  article  is 
used  by  other  surgeons  in  a  very  extended  series  of  cases,  without 
any  accident. 

4th.  The  occurrence  of  two  mistakes  on  that  day  in  that  hospital 
he  regards  as  still  more  extraordinary,  for  aqua  ammonia  was  em- 
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ployed  instead  of  ammonialed  alcohol,  to  revive  the  patients,  and  this, 
by  another  mistake,  was  introduced  into  the  mouth.  Hence,  the  critic 
thinks  it  more  probable  that  the  death  was  due  to  the  inhalation  of 
ammonia  than  to  the  Chloroform. 

5  th.  He  doubts  whether  turning  a  patient  on  his  side  was  the 
true  method  of  "  draining  mucus  from  the  lungs." 

6th.  lie  protests  against  the  publication  made  by  Dr.  Warren  in 
a  newspaper,  the  Boston  Traveller,  instead  of  a  medical  journal  as  a 
violation  of  medical  ethics ;  and  this  he  urges  with  great  force  and 
propriety,  for  there  is  a  weekly  journal  published  in  Boston,  so  that  it 
could  have  appeared  without  delay. 

7th.  He  remonstrates  against  the  use  made  of  these  unfortunate 
cases  to  create  a  distrust  of  chloroform,  and  a  prejudice  against  those 
who  use  it,  since  such  inference  is  unwarranted  by  the  facts  as  narrated 
by  Dr.  Warren  himself,  although  he  had  the  highest  motives  to  fortify 
the  position  he  had  taken  in  favor  of  ether,  and  in  opposition  to  Chlo- 
roform. 

Finally,  Dr.  Flint  thinks  the  whole  proceeding  growing  out  of  this 
case  to  be  illegitimate  and  censurable,  and  there  are  many  who  con- 
cur with  him  in  opinion. 


Homoeopathy. 

The  editor  of  the  American  J ournal  of  Homoeopathy,  in  lieu  of 
defending  himself  and  his  tribe,  from  the  assumptions  and  inconsis- 
tencies of  which  we  have  convicted  them  by  palpable  evidence,  beats 
a  retreat  by  offering  us  his  "  jggp  "  because  of  our  "influence  in 
favoring  Homoeopathy !"  He  will  still  find  himself  under  similar 
obligations,  but  we  must  respectfully  decline  accepting  his  proffered 
'•  "  of  fellowship,  for  he  should  be  reminded  that  "  though  hand 
join  in  hand"  the  wicked  shall  not  go  unpunished.  Not  for  our 
right  hand  would  we  fellowship  either  Homoeopathy  or  those  who 
practise  it;  for  the  wealth  of  Croesus  thus  acquired,  would  not  com- 
pens&te  us  for  the  loss  of  self-respect,  much  less  atone  for  the  for- 
feiture of  a  good  conscience.  Personally,  we  would  not  be  behind 
him  in  courtesy  ;  but  professionally,  there  is  a  "great  gulf  fixed  be- 
tween us." 
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Rapping  Mania. 

Our  readers  will  bear  us  witness  that  from  the  modern  inception 
of  this  terrible  iniquity  at  Rochester,  and  the  attempted  mercenary 
speculation  of  transferring  the  "wierd  sisters"  to  this  city  to  exhibit 
themselves  here  to  visitors  at  a  dollar  a  head,  this  paper  fully  and 
fearlessly  denounced  all  parties  who  gave  the  foul  imposture  its  first 
impulse  in  New- York,  whether  Clerical,  Judicial,  Legal  or  Medical, 
as  the  dupes  of  designing  men  and  women  conspired  to  deceive.  Wc 
then  took  the  early  responsibility,  not  merely  to  deny  anything  super, 
natural  or  spiritual  in  the  "  mysterious  knockings,"  but  we  boldly  al- 
leged a  systematic  scheme  of  villainy  upon  the  women  who  were  used, 
and  the  men  who  used  them,  to  make  money  by  deception,  fraud  and 
imposture  ;  and  insisted  that  for  obtaining  money  under  false  preten- 
ces, all  parties  were  open  to  conviction  under  our  statute  law,  and  we 
called  on  the  District  Attorney,  Grand  Jury  and  Courts,  to  do  their 
duty  ;  naming  the  Penitentiary  as  the  due  of  the  knaves,  and  predict- 
ing the  Lunatic  Asylum  as  the  refuge  of  their  dupes. 

But  finding  our  efforts  fruitless,  and  our  warning  unheeded,  and 
discovering  that  a  portion  of  the  public  press  had  been  subsidized  to 
silence,  and  still  another  portion  hired  to  echo  the  mystery,  and  give 
currency  to  the  pretended  revelations  from  the  spirit  world,  we  re- 
newed our  exertions  to  arrest  the  unutterable  mischiefs  of  the  delu. 
sion.  Foreseeing  the  certainty  that  multitudes  would  be  led  away  by 
these  deceivers,  if  they  were  not  unmasked,  and  their  knavery  expos, 
ed,  we  sent  forth  a  warning,  not  merely  against  the  insanity  which 
must  result  upon  weak  minds,  but  urging  that  the  dethronement  of 
reason  which  would  follow  would  be  suicidal  and  homicidal,  and  hence 
predicted  deeds  of  "  darkness  infamy  and  blood,"  as  the  legitimate 
and  unavoidable  results,  of  a  belief  in  these  spiritual  and  ghostly 
revelations. 

It  was  but  a  few  weeks  before  the  knavery  of  the  weird  sisters, 
Fish  and  Foxes,  was  proved  and  promulgated  by  Professors  Flint 
and  Lee,  of  Buffalo,  two  members  of  our  profession,  who  nobly  threw 
themselves  into  the  breach  in  the  vain  hope  of  stopping  the  plague  ; 
and  their  exposure  of  these  prime  movers  of  the  rapping  mania,  has 
since  been  verified  by^the  Cincinnatti  Ladies'  Committee  so  as  to  anni- 
hilate every  doubt.  Meanwhile  insanity  has  gone  on  multiplying,  and 
filling  up  our  Asylums  all  over  the  country  with  its  victims,  and  thou- 
sands more  are  tottering  on  its  verge,  bewildered  and  confounded  by 
morbid  imaginings  of  ghostly  messages  from  the  spirit  world.  The 
deeds  of  darkness  infamy  and  blood,  justly  apprehended  as  the  fruits 
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of  this  form  of  insanity,  have  repeatedly  been  published  in  the 
suicides  and  bloody  murders  of  both  men  and  women,  leaving  wid- 
ows and  orphans  to  bewail  their  hapl  ess  fate.  And  all  this  because 
summary  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted  upon  the  guilty  originators 
and  propagators  of  this  abominable  imposture. 

So  far  from  visiting  these  offenders  with  the  penalties  of  the  law, 
there  are  clergymen,  physicians,  judges,  lawyers,  and  even  editors, 
who  have  marvelled  and  doubted,  and  gravely  said,  there  is  some- 
thing strange,  mysterious,  unaccountable  in  some  of  these  revelations, 
and  speculated  on  their  causes;  thus  admitting  the  reality  of  the  so- 
called  phenomena,  and  conceding  something  supernatural,  if  not 
ghostly  in  them  ;  and  thus  betraying  all  around  them  who  do  their 
thinking  by  proxy, into  the  belief  of  all  the  miracle  mongering,  which 
the  rappers  and  their  victims  allege. 

Hence,  they  have  gone  on  from  one  imposture  to  another,  from 
rapping  and  alphabets  when  these  become  stale,  to  bell  ringing,  table 
moving,  singing,  dancing,  writing,  discerning  spirits,  healing  diseases, 
revealing  truths  and  denouncing  errors  in  religion,  morals,  science 
and  philosophy,  and  all  professedly  from  the  ghosts  of  the  departed. 
And  the  public  press  has  done,  and  is  doing,  much  to  perpetuate  the 
iniquity  by  recording  as  facts  the  most  absurd  of  these  stories.  In 
several  of  these  presses,  the  movement  of  tables  has  been  alleged 
as  capable  of  being  effected  by  a  circle  sitting  around  it,  and  touching 
it  with  their  hands ;  thus  giving  color  to  the  wildest  of  the  ghostly 
stories,  while  disclaiming  these  and  alleging  electricity  as  the  cause. 
But  they  forgot  to  tell,  that  the  tables  only  move  in  the  dark,  and  that 
there  will  be  found  under  each  moving  table  a  stout  negro,  white  or 
black,  whose  muscles  furnish  the  loco-motion.  If  any  body  alleges 
the  contrary,  we  have  a  small  table  in  our  office  on  which  we  write, 
and  we  offer  one  hundred  dollars  to  any  ghost  or  medium,  from  this 
Avorld  or  the  other,  who  will  move  it  an  inch  in  daylight,  by  any  su- 
pernatural, spiritual,  magnetic  or  electrical  influence,  which  shall  be 
invisible  and  intangible  to  our  own  optics ;  and  they  may  sit  in  a 
circle  around  it  for  a  month,  and  "  call  sjnrits  from  the  vasty  deep, 
but  will  they  come  ?" 

Surely,  sense  has  "  fled  to  brutish  beasts,  and  men  have  lost  their 
reason,"  who  can  he  so  easily  gulled,  to  sacrifice  their  intelligence, 
their  philosophy,  their  religion,  and  even  their  Bibles,  to  the  ghostly 
rappings  of  these  impostors,  and  even  "pay  for  the  poker."  But  we 
have  done  our  duty,  and  will  only  again  express  our  gratification  at 
the  fact  that  no  regular  physician  within  our  knowledge  has  been  se- 
duced from  his  propriety  by  this  stupendous  folly,  and  that  Homceo- 
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pathists  arc  the  only  medical  victims  of  the  mania  to  which  the 
honest  among  them  have  an  intellectual  proclivity,  as  they  have  ever 
had  to  the  kindred  impostures  of  animal  megnetism.  Thus  far  they 
have  only  been  found  among  the  knaves,  and  make  money  by  the 
operation.   We  believe  no  one  of  them  has  yet  become  a  dupe. 

Professor  Howard 

Of  Columbus,  Ohio,  reports  two  cases  of  Ovariotomy,  one  of  them 
successful,  the  other  fatal  in  seventeen  days.  A  fatal  case  has  lately 
occurred  in  the  hands  of  Professor  Mott,  of  this  city,  but  we  have 
not  received  the  particulars. 

Professor  Parker 

Eeports  in  the  New- York  Journal  a  singularly  unfortunate  case  of 
Surgery,  for  the  removal  of  a  deformed  and  palsied  leg,  performed  at 
the  instance  of  the  patient.  The  somewhat  outre  decision  was  made 
by  the  surgeon,  and  ratified  by  Mr.  Palmer,  the  manufacturer  of  ar- 
tificial legs,  that  amputation  through  the  knee  joint  would  "make  the 
most  serviceable  stump."  After  repeated  hemorrhages  which  con- 
tinued at  intervals  until  the  thirteenth  day,  requiring  ligatures  to  the 
bleeding  vessels,  several  times  repeated,  for  which  of  course  the  flaps 
had  to  be  disturbed  and  thrown  back ;  the  femoral  artery  had  to  be 
tied.  Free  and  alarming  hemorrhages  still  occurring  from  the  stump, 
as  a  last  resort  a  second  amputation  had  to  be  performed  through  the 
thigh,  as  it  ought  to  have  been  at  first,  if  it  were  ever  justifiable  to 
perform  any  operation  putting  life  in  jeopardy,  for  the  removal  of  a 
mere  inconvenience.  On  this  topic  we  have  heretofore  had  occasion 
to  speak  and  to  cite  high  surgical  authority.  For  though  after  many 
weeks  of  suffering,  the  endurance  of  repeated  surgical  operations,  and 
a  wasted  constitution,  this  patient  happily  escaped  with  his  life,  yet 
no  operation  was  justifiable,  much  less  that  at  the  knee  joint,  accord- 
ing to  the  surgical  rules  recognized  by  the  profession  at  home  and 
abroad.  In  expressing  this  opinion  we  are  prompted  only  by  a  regard  • 
to  the  conservatism  in  surgery,  which  the  signs  of  the  times  demand. 
We  highly  respect  the  operator,  but  we  love  and  honor  the  profession 
still  more.  Acting  under  these  two  impulses,  we  have  preferred  to 
give  our  own  abstract  of  this  case,  and  comments  thereon,  rather  than 
give  place  to 'the  strictures  of  a  correspondent,  whose  name  would 
prove  a  "tower  of  strength"  to  us,  but  whose  extreme  views  arc  un- 
necessarily censorious. 

The  same  exception  is  taken  to  the  notice  sent  us  of  the  late  fata] 
operation  by  the  same  surgeon,  for  malignant  nasal  polypus  by  tying 
the  common  carotid ;  but  we  are  not  prepared  to  answer  why  the 
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external  carotid  was  not  cho.cn  for  the  ligature,  nor  without  a  full  re- 
port of  the  case  which  may  be  expected  could  we  endorse  the  pro- 
test  against  the  propriety  of  operating,  in  a  case  clearly,  mahgnant. 
The  rapidity  of  ite  growth,  and  its  encroachment  upon  the  bra*  may 
have  rendered  some  operation  for  relief  imperative.  The  cerebral 
symptoms  said  to  have  followed  the  operation,  may  not  have  been 
ZnLv  hoc  or  may  have  resulted  from  the  anaesthetics,  and  depend- 
£  id  'sy^acy,  or  the  pathological  condition  of  the  brain  froxn 
Z  contiguity  of  the  tumour.  We  should  be  just  to  each  other,  even 
if  indisposed  to  be  generous. 

The  cold  Douche 

I"0  '"The tteds^  contra^in  of  the  tumor,  and  relaxation  of 
^JEX  produced,  will  be  successful  in  many  cases  when 
even  the  cold  water  douche  wdl  fail. 


Burns. 


i      oc  of  death  by  burns  and  scalds  in  both  children  and 
Several  cases  of  fcath  by  ^  .  ^  ^  ^ 

adults  have  ^JZns^i,  as  we  unhesitatingly  affirm,  by  a  few 
of  winch  might  have  been  s    ^  ^ 
handfuls  of  -1-aten  Ho  n  On  ,n  ip  J  h  ^  to 

at  brief  intervals  as  directed .  a  sim  le  a,ld 

*  5S  S  al^^Pain  extractors"  and  Eire 

which  physicians  ^^^J^  that  in  Pall  such  cases  they 
adopt  it,  the  people ^ U)  and  ^  ^  fr  ^  ^ 
can  do  better  without  do  0-  der  from  Tuscany  0r  Kams- 

introduce  colored  flour  as  fl   fae  WQuia  m;lkc 

of  burns  and  scalds  are  so  rife. 

Caloric  Ship. 
p  Mr  Ericsson,  in  his  recent  triumphant  trip  in  the 
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will  go  clown  to  posterity  with  Black,  and  Watts,  and  Fulton,  and 
Morse,  among  the  benefactors  of  his  race.  The  results  of  this  substi- 
tution of  atmospheric  air  for  steam,  in  securing  locomotion  for  travel- 
ers by  sea  and  land,  will  not  only  yield  a  revolution  in  the  economics 
of  commerce  and  navigation ;  but  will,  by  its  greater  safety,  and  the 
freedom  from  casualties  and  disasters,  which  will  be  its  necessary 
result,  save  thousands  of  human  lives  perennially,  a  consideration  at 
which  philanthropy  will  rejoice  in  both  hemispheres.  Mr.  Ericsson 
deserves  a  mouument  of  gold,  but  alas  for  poor  human  nature,  the 
ingratitude  of  nations  is  illustrated  in  the  biography  of  Fulton,  and 
other  public  benefactors,  the  world  over.  In  this  age  of  progress,  Mr. 
Ericsson  we  trust  will  share  a  better  fate  than  to  have  his  discovery 
stolen  from  him  to  enrich  others,  and  be  himself  left  to  die  poor. 

Editorial  Change. 

We  learn  by  the  last  number  of  the  Western  Lancet,  that  Dr. 
Mendenhall  retires  from  that  Journal,  and  that  Dr.  Lawson  is  hence- 
forth "  alone  in  his  glory  "  in  its  editorial  management,  for  which  by 
thirteen  years  experience  he  has  shown  his  qualifications,  since  it  has 
always  been  ably  conducted. 

A  new  Hospital 

Has  been  opened  in  Cincinnati  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  called 
St.  John's  Hospital.  Its  medical  department  has  been  wisely  com- 
mitted to  Professor  Mussey,  and  his  colleagues  of  the  Miami  Medi- 
cal College. 

Professor  Howard 

Of  the  Starling  Medical  College,  has  opened  an  Infirmary  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  for  the  reception  of  medical  and  surgical  patients  of 
every  class. 

Eclecticism 

Is  the  title  assumed  by  the  medley  of  quacks  of  every  species, 
who  seem  to  have  mixed  up  themselves  into  a  hodge-podge,  and  to 
be  spreading  over  the  West,  starting  so  called  Colleges,  Journals,  &c. 
by  which  temerity  they  will  soon  become  guilty  of  a  felo  dc  sc,  by 
the  betrayal  of  their  ignorance,  which  might  be  concealed  if  they 
would  only  maintain  an  owl-like  silence  and  gravity,  which  is  their 
eafest  mask. 

We  had  supposed  that  our  western  brethren  had  nearly  a  mono- 
poly of  the  selfstylcd  Eclectics,  .but  the  mail  brings  us  the  "American 
Journal  of  Medicine,  and  record  of  INNOCENT  MEDICATION!!" 
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announcing  the  "  American  College  of  Medicine,"  as  the  source  whence 
the  North  and  East  are  to  be  enlightened  from  the  south-cast  corner 
of  Ninth  and  Noble-streets,  Philadelphia  !  Its  motto  is,  Natura  duce, 
sapere  aude  !  which  a  wag  at  our  elbow  translates  "readin  and  rilin 
cums  by  nater,"  of  which  the  sapient  inference  is  that  " doctorin" 
comes  the  same  way  ;  as  it  certainly  must,  for  the  gentry  of  this  Col- 
lege have  surely  caught  all  their  "  larnin  "  from  nater,  or  gained  it 
perhaps  by  absorption.  We  trust  the  college  will  provide  for  their 
pupils  a  professor  of  English  grammar,  or  at  least  Orthography,  as  it 
is  evident  that  "  spcllin  "  does  not  "  cum  by  natur,"  else  the  writers  in 
their  Journal,  and  Professors  too,  could  spell  the  most  common  Eng- 
lish words,  whatever  might  become  of  technicals.  We  have  never 
seen  so  much  white  paper  spoiled  by  bad  spelling,  and  worse  syntax 
as  this  number  of  "  the  American  Journal  of  Innocent  medication '' 
exhibits.  They  murder  the  king's  English,  and  yet  "au</e"  dare,  to 
attempt  Latin !  which  is  high  treason  to  the  commonwealth  of  letters. 
We  would  commend  to  the  editor,  Professor  Johnson,  a  new  and  more 
appropriate  motto,  viz.    "  O  hominis  impudentem  audaciam  !" 

It  is  amusing  to  look  in  this  Journal  for  the  "  innocent  medica- 
tion!" vaunted  on  the  title  page.  Here  it  is,  viz.  Lobelia,  Ipecacu- 
ana,  Podophylline,  Bitartrate  of  Potash,  Asclepias,  Lobeline,  Capcine, 
Sinapis,  Spartine,  &c.  all  of  which  are  prescribed  in  Pericarditis  by 
Professor  John,  who  says  he  "  never  lost  a  case !"  Again,  Professor 
M'Closky  thus  prescribes  for  Typhoid  fever,  viz.  Stimulating  and 
purgative  enemas,  Sinapisms,  Podophylline,  Leptandrine,  esl.  Cypri- 
pedin,  Hydrastrine,  Myrrh,  els.  enonymine,  &c.  a  catalogue  from  which 
any  rational  physician  would  shrink  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality  in 
this  disease.  But  Professor  W.  F.  Smith  bears  the  palm,  for  he  pre- 
scribes for  Ophthalmia  the  following  drugs,  &c.  viz.  Hydrastine, 
Myricinc,  Lobeline,  Sanguinarinc,  Podophylline,  Leptendrine,  Myrrh, 
Guiacum,  Jalapine,  esl.  Rhusine,  &c.  variously  combined,  including 
emetics  every  second  or  third  day  !  of  Lobeline  !  and  Sanguinarinc ! 
drastic  purging,  &c.  all  of  which  is  called  innocent  medication  for- 
sooth !  If  any  of  our  readers  fail  to  understand  these  technicals,  even 
with  the  aid  of  Dunglison,  this  is  not  our  fault,  but  because  they  are 
not  Eclectics.  Vive  la  bagatelle. 

Local  Anaesthesia. 

Dr.  Bailey,  of  Washington  City,  strongly  recommends  a  resort  to 
the  local  anesthetic  effect  of  ice,  or  rather  a  frigorific  mixture  of 
jce  and  salt,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  removal  of  the  nails  of  the  toea 
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or  fingers,  when  such  operations  are  necessary.  The  parts  being 
enveloped  in  cloths,  and  kept  wet  with  the  mixture  for  five  or  six 
minutes,  will  be  found  entirely  insensible  to  the  division  of  the  nail 
with  the  bistoury  and  the  removal  of  each  half  by  a  jerk.  Velpeau 
was  the  first  to  introduce  the  use  of  cold,  and  his  experience  of  its 
safety  is  confirmed  by  that  of  Dr.  Bailey,  in  the  Medical  Examiner. 

Professor  Wedderburn 

Of  New  Orleans,  has  lately  removed  the  entire  clavicle  for  caries, 
disarticulating  it  at  both  extremities,  and  with  entire  success,  Dr. 
Mott,  Dr.  Warren,  and  Dr.  Mussey,  are  believed  to  be  the  only  sur- 
geons in  America  who  have  performed  this  operation. 

Dr.  Cummings 

Has  a  paper  in  the  Boston  Journal  on  the  remedial  powers  of  the 
inspissated  gall  of  the  ox,  which  he  employs  in  a  variety  of  diseases. 

The  New-York  Journal 

Contains  the  completion  of  Professor  Lee's  translation  of  Orfila  on 
Nicotine,  which  is  the  best  article  in  the  number,  but  is  too  long  for 
our  columns. 

Professor  Dugas 

Reports  a  cure  of  the  habit  of  snoring  during  sleep,  by  excising  the 
uvula,  and  recommends  this  operation  for  the  relief  of  those  afflicted 
with  snoring  bed  fellows.  A  sufferer  at  our  elbow  exclaims,  "  'tis  a 
consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished." 

Surgery. 

We  learn  by  the  Western  Journal,  that  Professor  Gross  of  Louis- 
ville, has  excised  the  lower  jaw,  or  rather  a  portion  of  it,  five  times 
with  complete  success.  He  has  performed  excision  of  the  upper  jaw 
seven  times,  in  three  of  which  the  patients  recovered.  He  very  sensi- 
bly enters  his  protest  against  tying  the  carotid  artery  as  preliminary 
to  either  operation.  We  have  heard  of  two  instances  lately  in  New- 
York,  in  which  the  ligation  of  the  carotid  has  itself  proved  fatal,  in 
the  last  of  which  the  patient  became  insane,  and  died  thus,  in  a  few 
days  after  the  operation. 

Tracheotomy. 

Dr.  Neill  of  Philadelphia,  reports  a  case  of  Epilepsy,  in  which 
Tracheotomy  was  performed  as  recommended  by  Marshall  Hall,  but 
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without  success.  Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  this  city,  is  now  treating  an 
old  and  formidable  case  of  Epilepsy  by  cauterizing  the  larynx  with  a 
strong  solution  of  Nitrate  of  Silver,  and  with  hopeful  results,  as  the 
paroxysm  is  averted,  and  the  intervals  of  attack  very  much  prolong- 
ed, so  that  the  patient  is  himself  anxious  for  its  repetition.  We  are 
promised  a  report  of  this  case,  which  has  many  points  of  interest. 

New  Dispensary  in  New-York. 

This  organization  of  the  North  Western  Dispensary  is  intended 
to  provide  for  the  medical  care  of  the  sick  poor,  north  of  twenty -third 
street,  and  between  the  fifth  Avenue  and  the  Hudson  River.  Dr.  John 
G.  Sewall,  and  Dr.  H.  W.  Nichols  have  been  appointed  District  Phy- 
sicians, and  have  entered  upon  their  useful  labors. 

County  Medical  Society. 

The  following  officers  have  been  chosen  for  the  present  year,  viz. 
President,  Dr.  Rockwell.  Vice  President,  Dr.  G.  Carter.  Treasurer, 
Dr.  Robson.  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  Beadle.  Recording  Se- 
cretary, Dr.  Van  Kleck.  Censors,  Drs.  Dctmold,  Downs,  Clements, 
S.  C.  Foster,  and  G.  E.  Woodward. 

The  New-York  Medical  Times. 

Says,  "  A  new  society  is  in  formation,  to  be  called  '  the  Total  Absti- 
nence from  Physic  society,'  whose  motto  is  Beef,  Water,  and  Benevo- 
lence. All  its  members  are  expected  to  grow  fat  and  facetious."  If 
this  last  named  quality  be  contagious,  the  Editor  of  the  Times  should 
early  become  a  member,  for  the  sake  of  his  readers,  many  of  whom 
would  be  glad  to  relax  their  muscles  once  a  month. 

Fusel  Oil. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  is  at  issue  with  the  American  Aca- 
demy of  Arts  and  Sciences,  on  the  subject  of  the  fatal  effects  of  this 
agent,  which  he  supposes  to  account  for  the  disasters  by  Chloroform. 
The  savans  of  that  body  report  that  by  experiments  on  animals  with 
Dr.  Jackson's  fusel  oil  compounds,  they  have  proved  that  the  vapor 
is  not  poisonous  when  inhaled  alone,  and  that  hence  the  doctrine  set 
forth  by  Dr.  Jackson  is  not  sustained.  It  is  more  rational  and  con- 
sistent with  the  extensive  use  of  Chloroform,  without  any  evil  conse- 
quences, to  ascribe  the  few  fatal  results  to  idiosyncracy,  or  to  some 
error  in  its  administration.  All  agree  in  the  importance  of  its  being 
pure,  and  in  the  less  activity,  and  hence  greater  safety,  of  Sulphuric 
Ether. 
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Adhesive  Plaster. 

Professors  Gross,  of  Louisville,  and  Gilbert  of  Philadelphia,  are 
earnestly  recommending  to  the  profession  the  use  of  adhesive  plaster, 
for  extension  and  counter  extension  in  the  treatment  of  fractures,  &c. 
which  is  a  valuable  practice,  and  in  this  region  universally  adopted. 

Quackery  Extraordinary. 

A  negro  dealer,  in  Tennessee,  has  adopted  the  device  of  advertis- 
ing himself  as  a  quack  doctor ;  and  in  proof  of  his  own  confidence  in 
his  skill,  lie  offers  to  purchase  sick  negroes,  without  reference  to  the 
nature  of  their  diseases,  or  to  the  time  of  continuance. 

Professor  Yandell's 

Late  introductory  lecture  is  entitled  a  history  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Louisville,  and  is  alike  eloquent  and  instruc- 
tive. We  would  gladly  furnish  extracts  marked  for  the  purpose,  but 
for  the  present  must  forbear. 

The  Southern  Journal 

Of  the  Medical  and  Physical  sciences  is  the  title  of  a  new  bi-monthly, 
issued  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  the  first  number  of  which  has  reached 
us.  A  large  portion  of  its  contents  relate  to  Dentistry,  although  it 
contains  much  useful  matter  in  other  departments.  We  welcome  its 
exchange ;  but  what  has  become  of  the  Nashville  Journal  1 

Medical  Appointments. 

Under  our  new  city  government  Dr.  Win.  Rockwell  has  been 
made  Resident  Physician  to  the  Board  of  Health,  at  a  salary  of 
$1200  per  annum;  and  Dr.  Jedediah  Miller  has  received  the  office 
of  Health  Commissioner,  at  a  salary  of  $3500  per  annum.  We  con- 
gratulate both  gentlemen  on  their  snug  berths,  in  these  honorable 
appointments. 

The  still  higher  prize  in  the  political  lottery,  viz.  the  post  of 
Health  Officer  at  Quarantine,  is  now  in  the  market,  and  as  .its  per- 
quisites are  said  to  be  worth  thirty  to  forty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  a  number  of  competitors  arc  running  for  it  with  all  their 
speed.  The  prominent  candidates,  as  we  learn  from  Albany,  are  Dr. 
Alexander  Vache,  Dr.  A.  V.  Williams,  and  Dr.  Sleight,  of  the  7th 
\\  ard,  the  latter  of  whom,  it  is  said  in  the  newspapers,  has  the  best 
chance  of  success.  Our  friend  Dr.  Morris,  the  present  incumbent, 
will,  as  in  duty  bound,  resist  any  attempt  to  remove  him,  "pugni- 
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bus,  calcibus  et  unguibus,"  until  his  full  term  of  two  years  has  ex- 
pired. The  hungry  aspirants  for  the  spoils  contend  that  he  was  only 
appointed  to  (ill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Doanc, 
whose  term  of  office  would  now  expire.  While  Dr.  Morris  will 
maintain  that  his  appointment  was  for  two  years,  only  one  of  which 
has  elapsed.  It  is  for  the  Governor  and  Senate  to  decide  this  knotty 
question,  but  the  lawyers  and  courts  will  be  appealed  to  should 
the  present  Health  Officer  be  interfered  with  ;  and  the  fees  of  the  of- 
fice can  afford  to  pay  the  costs  of  litigation,  of  which  fact  the  brethren 
of  the  long  robe  are  duly  cognizant. 

We  learn  that  our  friend  Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart  is  still  intent 
upon  regaining  his  post  in  the  Marine  Hospital,  which  has  been  well 
filled  since  his  [removal,  by  Dr.  Stirling  ;  and  for  one  fourth  of  the 
salary  paid  to  Dr.  Stewart,  the  hospital  being  now  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  Health  Officer.   Nous  verrons. 


fetor's  Hetttr  Eor. 


Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Apparatus. 

COMMON  COLD. 

Within  the  last  few  years,  observation  has  proved  that  diseases  of 
the  lungs,  and  other  parts  of  the  breathing  apparatus,  are  fearfully  on 
the  increase,  both  in  frequency  and  in  fatality,  throughout  the  entire 
extent  of  the  northern  states  of  our  confederacy. 

That  this  increase  can  with  truth  be  attributed,  as  it  usually  is,  to 
any  change  in  the  climate  or  temperature  which  this  region  may  be 
undergoing,  may  well  be  doubted ;  yet  the  causes  that  produce  these 
results  are  without  doubt  more  potent  and  more  frequently  felt  than 
formerly;  and  that  they  are  not  understood  or  guarded  against  by 
the  non-medical  public,  is  equally  certain.  Therefore  it  may  be  well 
to  devote  a  little  time  to  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  most  ob- 
vious causes,  aside  from  climatic  influences,  and  to  the  means  of  pre- 
vention, as  well  as  cure. 

The  people  as  well  as  the  profession  will  talk  learnedly  of  the 
lungs,  of  their  structure  and  uses,  and  with  the  utmost  confidence  will 
gravely  prescribe  their  thousand-and-one  certain  cures  for  all  the  ills 
to  which  they  arc  liable,  and  it  is  sadly  amusing  to  observe  the  depth 
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of  ignorance  displayed  in  all  they  say.  Most  persons  know  that  the 
lungs  occupy  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  that  their  use  is  in  some 
way  to  decarbonize  the  blood  ;  yet  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  re- 
sult is  to  be  produced,  or  of  the  functions  of  the  various  structures 
that  enter  into  the  composition  of  those  organs,  they  have  no  correct 
conception.  Hence  the  routine  and  empirical  practice  which  has  ob- 
tained in  the  profession  even,  and  which  has  led  the  public  to  place 
more  confidence  in  the  vile  mixtures  that  encumber  the  shelves  of  the 
shops,  than  they  do  in  the  prescriptions  of  their  medical  advisers,  in 
all  cases  of  disease  of  these  organs. 

Most,  even  among  medical  men,  are  apt  to  consider  the  first  ap- 
proach of  disease  in  these  delicate  tissues,  as  hardly  worthy  any  se- 
rious attention;  and  when  consulted,  are  apt  to  reply,  that  "they  hope 
it  is  only  a  cold  that  will  soon  wear  off  without  recourse  to  any  par- 
ticular treatment.  If  it  were  any  other  organ  or  part  of  the  system 
that  presented  as  great  an  aberration  from  the  normal  condition,  no 
time  would  be  lost  in  restoring  the  part  to  a  healthy  action.  But 
these  organs  which  from  their  peculiar  structure  seem  particularly 
liable  to  disease,  and  from  their  constant  motion,  difficult  to  cure, 
are  neglected  usually  even  by  those  who  are  careful  in  other  regards, 
until  the  severity  of  the  disease,  and  the  distress  produced,  compels 
attention.  It  seems  wonderful  that  the  many  victims  to  consumption 
should  not  act  as  a  warning  to  the  public,  but  while  the  sufferer  can 
remain  about  and  transact  his  usual  business,  or  enjoy  his  accustom- 
ed pleasures  and  amusements,  there  seems  a  fatality  which  calls  his 
attention  from  himself;  and  even  at  the  approach  of  death,  the  con- 
sumptive still  hopes  against  hope,  and  expects  almost  to  the  moment 
of  the  dissolution  of  his  earthly  ties,  that  he  is  soon  again  to  be  re- 
stored to  perfect  health. 

It  must  appear  strange  to  all  observers,  that  there  is  so  little  at- 
tention paid  to  health ;  the  greatest  of  all  earthly  blessings,  that  on 
which  almost  all  earthly  happiness  depends.  It  is  said  with  truth, 
"  that  we  know  not  the  value  of  health  until  it  is  lost,"  and  the  say- 
ing is  peculiarly  trite  in  regard  to  the  health  of  the  organs  now  un- 
der consideration.  Indolence,  carelessness,  or  a  rash  confidence  in 
the  powers  of  the  system  to  remove  disease,  has  lead  many  who  know 
better  than  their  practice  would  indicate,  to  neglect  all  precautionary* 
or  remedial  measures,  until  what  they  had  hoped  might  prove  but  a 
slight  cold,  has  settled  into  an  incurable  disease. 

The  climate  of  New  England,  with  the  careless  habits  of  the  people. 
gives  physicians  frequent  opportunities  for  observing  the  effects  of 
a  common  cold  upon  the  constitution,  and  of  the  causes  which  pro- 
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(luce  it,  but  the  frequent  recurrence  of  the  disease,  instead  of  tending 
to  make  the  public  more  guarded,  seems  by  its  very  frequency,  to 
lead  the  public  to  care  less  fur  it  than  they  otherwise  would,  and  to 
willingly  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  most  common  producing  causes. 

Colds  may  be  produced  by  exposure  to  a  moist  atmosphere  ;  by 
damp  clothing, — by  exposure  to  air  at  so  low  a  temperature  as  to 
obstruct  a  large  amount  of  animal  heat ;  or,  as  it  is  frequently  the 
case,  by  the  person  remaining  in  a  hot  close  room,  until  the  powers 
of  the  system  are  greatly  depressed  and  the  pores  of  the  skin  so 
relaxed  that  the  individual  is  bathed  in  free  perspiration,  and  then 
passing  into  a  colder  atmosphere,  so  as  to  suddenly  check  the  perspi- 
ration, and  the  fluid  allowed  to  evaporate  from  the  surface,  so  that  a 
large  amount  of  the  vital  heat  is  suddenly  abstracted  from  the  sys- 
tem, while  no  exercise  is  being  taken  by  which  to  supply  the  loss. 

The  organs  in  which  the  lirst  of  the  series  of  changes  which  pro- 
duce this  vital  heat,  is  observed,  would  naturally  be  the  first  to  suffer 
from  such  exposure,  and  hence  we  find  that  the  lungs  usually  first 
feel  the  effects  of  an  exposure  of  the  nature  described,  but  soon  all 
parts  of  the  system,  but  especially  the  great  nervous  centres  are 
involved. 

As  no  one  can  foresee  what  may  be  the  final  result  of  any  cold, 
therefore  these  derangements  of  health  should  never  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  the  immediate  adoption  of  remedial  measures  for  their 
removal.  While  this  is  as  far  from  being  too  insignificant  to  merit 
the  attention  of  the  physician,  still  relief  can  usually  be  obtained  by 
the  use  of  domestic  remedies  if  they  are  properly  applied. 

It  has  often  been  said,  "  that  Doctors  do  not  know  how  to  cure 
a  cold ;" — but  if  such  be  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  profession,  the 
same  may  be  said,  and  in  even  stronger  language,  of  those  wise  old 
matrons  of  either  sex,  whose  minds  are  stored  with  innumerable  spe- 
cifics for  these  diseases. 

Of  course-the  first  thing  to  be  done,  is  to  ascertain  the  organ  or 
organs  that  are  principally  involved  in  the  derangement,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  changes  they  have  undergone.  When  this  is  done,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  decide  upon  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  to  restore 
these  organs  to  their  normal  condition. 

One  of  the  first  and  most  common  results  of  a  cold,  is  the  sup- 
pression of  the  cutaneous  perspiration,  and  of  the  secretions  from  the 
mucus  pulmonary  tissue.  This  produces  a  dry,  hot,  and  constricted 
state  of  the  skin,  and  a  congested  state  of  the  blood  vessels,  especially 
about  the  hea  i ;  and  an  unhealthy  condition  of  the  blood,  from  the 
retention  of  those  excretions  that  in  health  are  constantly  being 
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thrown  off  through  the  skin  and  lungs.  Whatever  means,  therefore, 
which  can  most  conveniently  he  adopted  to  restore  the  skin  to  a  natu- 
ral action,  should  he  applied.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the 
vapor  bath,  hot  pcdiluvhe,  warm  drinks,  diaphoretic  medicines,  and 
active  physical  exercise.  One  or  more  of  the  above  measures  may 
be  resorted  to,  but  in  regard  to  the  specifics  above  refered  to,  too 
great  caution  cannot  be  exercised. 

When  the  pulmonary  mucous  membrane  is  much  inflamed  and 
dry,  or  if  the  lungs  have  become  swollen  and  congested  with  blood, 
inhalations  of  vapor  will  be  found  highly  beneficial.  These  can  bo 
managed  by  filling  a  bowl  or  basin  with  hot  water,  placing  the  face 
over  the  steaming  liquid,  and  covering  the  head  with  a  napkin  or 
handkerchief,  so  as  to  confine  the  vapor,  and  breathing  the  warm  and 
moist  atmosphere  as  long  and  as  frequently  as  may  be  agi-eeable.  If 
there  is  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  together  with  a  sense  of  constric- 
tion or  pain  about  the  chest,  there  should  be  applied  to  the  surface 
some  irritant  that  will  produce  considerable  action  in  the  superficial 
cutaneous  vessels,  and  perhaps  cloths  dipped  in  strong  mustard  water, 
and  applied  as  hot  as  can  be  borne,  will  prove  as  beneficial  as  any 
thing.  In  addition,  a  nervine,  and  some  mild  laxative  medicine  may 
be  needed,  if  the  bowels  are  not  already  loose. 

But  among  the  various  remedies  in  use  for  colds,  probably  noth- 
ing will  be  found  of  equal  efficacy  to  the  vapor  bath.  This  produces 
a  decidedly  sedative  effect  upon  the  system,  and  allays  the  general  ex- 
citement, while  it  stimulates  the  skin,  expanding  and  penetrating  every 
pore,  and  softening  all  the  tissues  of  the  cutaneous  structure ;  thus  re- 
moving the  constriction  of  the  perspiratory  ducts,  and  stimulating 
their  glands  to  active  secretion,  until  there  is  an  amount  of  fluid  pour- 
ed forth,  that  not  only  relieves  the  congestion  of  the  organs,  but  car- 
ries off  a  vast  amount  of  effete  matter  that  the  lungs  coidd  not  re- 
move on  account  of  the  obstruction  to  their  natural  action. 

The  system  is  immediately  relieved,  the  circulation  is  no  longer 
impeded,  the  congestion  of  the  lungs  and  other  internal  organs,  has 
passed  away,  the  great  nervous  centres  no  longer  suffer,  and  the  irri- 
tability of  the  nerves  is  allayed,  the  circulation  of  the  blood  and  the 
nervous  fluid  is  no  longer  impeded,  and  the  cold  has  disappeared. 

It  may  be  well  to  give  a  few  directions  in  regard  to  lunv  a  cold 
may  be  avoided,  and  then  this  dissertation  will  be  brought  to  a  close. 

Those  who  arc  liable  to  these  attacks  should  train  their  skin  to 
greater  endurance,  by  constant  daily  bathing  the  surface,  first  with 
lukc-warm,  and  afterwards  with  cold  water,  to  be  followed  by  brisk 
friction  with  a  flesh  brush  or  coarse  towel,  and  by  systematic  active 
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exercise  in  the  open  air.  They  should  also  train  their  lungs  by  taking 
deep  and  full  inspirations,  and  by  exercise  of  the  muscles  of  the  ches 
by  raising  the  hands  high  above  the  head,  drawing  in  a  full  breath,  and 
while  the  air  is  retained,  letting  them  suddenly  fall,  and  by  throwing 
the  arms  and  shoulders  backward  so  as  to  expand  the  chest.  Other 
means  may  be  adopted  to  produce  the  same  results.  This,  together 
with  warm  dry  clothing  for  the  entire  body,  but  especially  for  the  feet, 
will  prove  a  sure  preventive  to  any  ordinary  exposure,  provided 
the  lungs  are  not  weakened  by  being  made  to  respire  an  impure  or 
overheated  atmosphere. 

C.  H.  Cleveland,  M.  D. 

Waterburij,  Vt.  Dec.  1852. 


Our  change  of  Terms,  Postage,  etc. 

It  will  gratify  the  friends  of  this  Journal  to  learn,  that  our  altera- 
tion from  a  bi-weekly  to  a  monthly  issue,  and  our  increase  of  price 
from  one  to  two  dollars  per  annum,  have  met  the  approval  of  our 
patrons,  at  home  and  abroad,  of  which  we  are  daily  receiving  the 
proofs.  We  have  lost  only  five  subscribers  during  the  first  month  of 
the  year,  and  gained  nearly  an  hundred  during  the  same  period.  If 
our  friends  will  exert  themselves  in  their  respective  neighborhoods, 
our  subscription  list  might  be  greatly  increased  for  this  new  volume. 
We  hope  they  will  do  so  promptly. 

(J^gf0  The  Postage  for  this  paper,  if  prepaid  quarterly,  is  only  one 
cent  and  a  half,  or  six  cents  per  annum.  We  intend  to  prepay  here 
for  all  our  paying  subscribers,  or  if  any  mistakes  occur  at  the  Post 
Office,  we  will  rectify  them  by  remitting  Post  Office  stamps. 


'Receipts  not  otherwise  acknowledged,  viz. 

Drs.  Perkins  10,  Allen  15,  Kelly  2,  Wallace  3,  Ogden  3,  Wil- 
liams 3,  Gibson  3,  Mutter  3,  Stille  3,  Pancoast  3,  Mosely  3,  Blatch- 
ford  2,  Mott  2,  Reese  2,  MTherson  2,  Malone  2,  Terry  2,  J.  B. 
Elliot  2,  M'Bridc  2,  Lenoir  3,  Richardson,  1,  Mussey  2,  Browne  2, 
Lattimore  2,  II.  Green  2,  Peaslee  2,  Hyslop  2,  Neilson  2,  Allen  2, 
Stevens  2,  Otto  and  Kcehler  10,  Trenor  2,  Delluc  10,  Marsh  2,  Mar- 
vin 2,  T.  R.  Beck  2,  Crane  2,  Gunn  2,  N.  Allen  2,  Romeyn  2,  War- 
ren 2,  Etheridge  2,  Underbill  3,  Amerman  2,  Sheldon  2,  Longman  4. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


93 


Postscript. 

Two  original  articles,  intended  for  this  number,  we  regret  to  say 
reached  us  too  late,  our  printer  having  made  up  the  entire  forms  for 
the  month  to  avoid  the  liability  of  the  delay  to  which  we  were  sub- 
jected in  January  ;  but  which  was  due  to  the  Lithographer.  One  of 
these  postponed  articles  is  by  Dr.  Trenor,  on  "  Dr.  Hullihen's  impor- 
tant discovery  for  the  preservation  of  the  human  teeth."  The  other  is 
by  Dr.  Dewees,  on  "  the  action  of  the  Galvanic  current  in  producing 
absorption  of  remedies  in  Uterine  diseases  ;  and  in  extracting  mercury 
from  the  system."    Both  will  appear  in  the  March  number. 
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rpo  PHYSICIANS  THROUGHOUT  THE 
A  UNITED  .STATES.  Deeming  it  iinnrcfs- 
«ary  to  remind  any  regular  member  of  the  Medi- 
cal profession,  of  the  established  Medical  pro- 
perties of  Pure  Holland  (Jin.  in  many  diseas- 
es of  dropsical  tendency,  I  respectfully  invite 
your  examination  to  a  very  superior  Article, 
manufactured  by  myself  exclusively,  at  Schie- 
dam, in  Holland,  by  a  process  pecular  in  my 
own  Factory.  It  is  flavored  and  medicated,  not 
by  the  common  harsh  berry,  but  by  the  choice 
botanical  variety  of  the  aromatic  Italian  Juni- 
per Kerry. whose  more  vinous  extract  is  distill- 
ed and  rectified  with  its  spirituous  solvent,  and 
thus  becomes  a  concentrated  tincture,  of  cx- 
uisite  flavor  and  aroma,  altogether  transcen- 
cnt,  in  its  cordial  and  medicinal  properties, 
to  any  Holland  Gin  heretofore  known. 

Amid  the  influx  of  inferior  distillations  with 
which  the  market  is  now  flooded,  physicians 
find  no  little  difficulty  in  procuring  a  good  and 
pure  Gin,  which  they  can  prescribe  with  con- 
fidence in  its  beneficial  effects.  As  an  importer 


of  twenty  years'  standing,  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  possessing  a  matured  experience  in 
the  manufacture  of  Holland  Gin  especially, 
I  beg  to  submit  to  your  attention  my  "Aro- 
matic Schiedam  .Schnapps,''  as  one  which 
cannot  fail  to  realizeyourutmostexpectations, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  to  forward  to  you  a  bottle 
of  it,  free  of  charge,  in  answer  to  a  letter  inti- 
mating your  readiness  to  accept,  it. 

It  is  now  scarcely  six  months  since  I  have 
prepared  and  distributed  my  Schiedam  Gin 
exclusively  for  medicinal  purposes  ;  yet,  with- 
in that  brief  period  1  have  received  numerous 
letters,  both  from  physicians  and  patients,  tes- 
tifying to  its  really  extraordinary  efficacy 
in  Gravel,  Incipient  Dropsy,  and  affections  of 
the  Kidneys  and  Bladder  generally;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  would  yield  similar  re 
suits,  with  precision  and  certainty,  iu  your 
own  professional  experience. 

UDOLPHO  WOLFE,  Importer, 

No.  22  Beaver-street,  New- York. 
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I>ALRIER'S  PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS. 
JT — Manufactured  at  Springfield)  Mass.  (No. 
5  Buns  Block,)  by  Messrs.  Palmer  and  Co. 
(B.  F.  Palmer,  A.  S.  Currier,  and  K.  D.  Hud- 
son, M.  D.)  received  llie  award  of  the  Prize 
Medal  of  the  great  Industrial  Exhibition  ot  all 
Nations,  in  London,  as  recommended  by  (the 
Judges)  those  eminent  and  world-renowned 
Surgeons,  .Sir  William  Lawrence  and  Mr. 
Grc°n,  ot'  London,  and  M.  Roux  and  Lale- 
niand  of  Paris,  "as  been  the  best  artificial  leg 
ever  invented  ;"  an  Americas  triumph  over 
thirty  different  kinds  of  artilieial  limbs  on  ex- 
hibition from  the  best  artists  in  Loudon,  Paris, 
and  various  other  parts  of  Europe. 

By  tbe  recommend  of  the  most  eminent 
Surgeons  in  the  United  States,  as  "Judges" 
the  following  awards  have  been  made  to  this 
specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the 
best  in  this  country;  (to  wit,)  "  For  lite  best 
artificial  limbs." 

American  Institute,  New-Yokk:  award- 
ed, Silver  Medal,  1846 :  Uold  Medal,  1847 : 
Gold  Medal,  1850  :  and  renewal  premium,  183). 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  ; 
Scott'3  Legacy,  Medal  and  Premium,  §200; 
and  Silver  Medal,  "frit  premium"  1849; 
"  first  premium  renewed,"  1850. 

Mass.  M.  CM.  Association,  Boston:  "first 
premium"  Silver  Medal,  1849,  "first  premium 
renewed,"  1830. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore;  first 
premium,  1848  :  Gold  Medal,  1850. 

New-York  State  Agricultural  Society, 
Albany;  Silver  Medal,  1849  :  ditto  and  Diplo- 
ma, 1800  :  Gold  Medal,  1831,  for  having  re- 
served the  Prize  Medal,  at  the  Great  Exhibi- 
tion of  all  Nations,  in  Loudon. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous 
opinions  given  by  distinguished  Surgeons  in 
this  country  and  in  London  concerning  this 
apparatus,  to  wit  :  .  . 

"I  have  examined  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg,  invented  by  Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is 
beautiful ;  and,  what  is  most  important,  those 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substi- 
tute for  the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune 
to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical 
testimony  to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and 
utility.  Valentine  Mott, 

"  Professor  of  Suraery,  New-York  University. 
'■  New-York,  Jan.  29!A,  1851." 

"  1  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  m 
use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  any  wit.i 
which  I  am  acquainted.  W.  Parker,  M.  D. 
"Professor  of  Surgery,  New-York  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
«  New-York,  Jan.  28(/t,  1851." 

"  The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  Artificial  Leg  manufactured 
by  Palmer  <fc  Co.  Springfield,  gladly  recom- 
mend them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the 
loss  of  the  lower  extremity,  as  an  ingenious 
mechanism,  which  imitates  in  shape  and  mo- 
tion the  living  member  much  more  success- 
fully than  would  seem  possible. 
John  C.  Warren,  J-  Mason  Warren, 
Geo.  Haywaud,  D.  Humphrey  Storer, 
Jacob  Bigelow,        S.  D.  Townsend, 

"  Surgeons  and  Physicians,  Mass.  General 
Hospital. 

"  Boston,  June  \2th,  1849." 

"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Arti- 
ficial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  and 
do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strong- 
est terms. 


"  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients, 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

"  Thos.  D.  Muttrr,  M.  D. 
'•  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jetlercon  Medical 

College. 

uph.Uadetph.ia,  March  21th,  1850." 

"1  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed 
a  very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction. 
I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it, 
and  have  reason  to  suppose  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  Gibson,  M.  D. 

'•  Professor  of  Surgery,  University  Penn. 
"Philadelphia  Jan.  23d,  1851." 

"4  llerkley-slreet  Berkl<y-sijuare,  London, 
"  Sept.  aOlA.  1851. 

"  B.  F.  Palmer,  Esq. 
"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  con- 
sider your  Patent  Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  best 
invention  I  have  yet  seen  :  the  most  useful, 
and  the  least  distinguished  from  the  naturul 
limb. 

'■  I  am  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"  G.  J.  Guthrie. 
"  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.' 

"  I  should  prefer  to  say  an  Englishman 
makes  the  best  leg,  but  I  must  say  an  Ameri- 
can has,  and  I  go  lor  the  best.  M.  Skey. 
"  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and 
Dean  of  Anatomy." 

N.B. — B.  F.  Palmer  will  execute  all  orders 
out  of  New  England  and  New-York,  at  his 
office,  376,  Chestnut-street,  Philadelphia. 

Agent  in  New-York,  J.  M.  Sanderson,  3  Bar- 
clay-street. 


TO  DRUGGIST'S. — We  invite  attention  to 
our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street  N.  Y. 
THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  lor 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  soys  : — "  For  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a 
good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Hair,  arid  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant 
We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  havo 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only 
by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New-York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  ihe  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Drug 

^VEGETABLE  PEARL  TOWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  tor  im- 
proving the  complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unhko 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala- 
baster, &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMfcEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New-York. 
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CJMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  COM- 
OpLE  rK—LIPPINCOlT,  GRAMBO  &  Co. 
No.  14  North  Fourth-street,  Philadelphia,  have 
just  published,  A  System  of  Operative  Surgery* 
based  upon  the  practise  of  surgeons  ffi  the 
United  States,  and  comprising  a  biographical 
index  and  historical  record  of  many  ot  their 
op.  rations  for  a  period  of  200  years.  By 
Henry  II.  Smith,  M.  D.  Illustrated  with  up- 
wards of  1000  Engravings  on  Steel,  'lhe 
whole  forming  one  large  octavo  volume. 

CONTENTS. 

Parts  1  and  2— General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, as  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 

p.,rt  3 — Operations  upon  the  NeckandTrunk. 

Part  » — operations  upon  the  genito-urmary 
organs  of  the  Male  and  Female. 

Part's— Operations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties 

A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached ts  each  Part.  . 

yzr"rhe  Plates  will  he  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  §7  50  tinted — SIS 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &•  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  Bache.    Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  Wood's  Pradtice  of  Medicine.  2  vob. 
8vo.  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutics. 
1  v.  bo.  Pot  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 

HOOD  <fc  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS. — This 
instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "the 
natural  processes,"  by  which  the  euro  iseficct- 
ed.    This  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera  back  into 
the  cavity.    Then,  understanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  through 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available — all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — and 
contrast  them  with  the  indentions  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tcry'in  the  cure,  and  as  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle — as  surgeons  are 
not  blacksmiths,  and  blacksmiths  not  surgeons 
— and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 
characti  r,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument,  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  determine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 
case. — For  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  II. 
Gembrig,  43  South  Eighth-Street,  Philadel- 
phia, or  J.  M.  SANDERSON,  3  Barclay-st,  N.Y. 
Also,  Agent  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limbs. 


JT  OUSSO, — REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 
J\.  — DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received 
from  Paris  another  invoice  of  the  valuable 
medicine.  Also,  Pure  Chloroform,  from  the. 
celebrated  BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  smle,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  .181  Broad 
way,  2S0  4th  Avenue,  and  2  Park  Row. 

f\TTO  &  KCEIII.ER,  58  Chatham-street, 
second  tlocr. — By  an  experience  of  a  long 
series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of  Sur- 
gical and  Orthopedical  Machines  and  Instru- 
ments, Trusses,  Bandages,  t}c.  <Vc.  in  ouch  an 
accomplished  nianiu  r  as  the  progress  of  our 
age  in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably. 
We  therefore  invite  physicians  and  Burgeons 
to  give  us  a  call  at  our  otlice,  53  Chathutu-st, 
(2d  lloor,)  and  to  see  and  examine  our  unit  !e.->, 
especially  our  improved  instrument  for  Vac- 
cination, which  is  the  most  finished  ariicle  of 
its  kind. 

XJ|7"EBER'3  ANATOMICAL  ATLAS  of  lh« 
T  T  Adult  Human  Cody,  natural  size. 

ENDICOTT  &  Co.,  No.  59  Beeliman-strcet, 
New- York,  have  lithographed  and  republished 
from  the  original  German  edition  (the  oniy 
American  edition)  the  eleven  entire  figures 
containeel  in  part  first  of  the  above-named 
well-known  and  valuable  work,  by  Prof.  M.  J. 
Webeh,  of  the  Royal  Prussian  University 
'•  Frederick  William,"  at  Bonn.  Figures  I,  K, 
and  L,  representing  the  veins  and  arteries,  are 
accurately  colored  from  the  original  copy,  and 
the  whole  work,  with  a  comprehensive  "Ex- 
planation," is  offered  for  sale  in  sheets,  or 
mounted  in  the  usual  style  of  maps,  at  the  fol- 
lowing prices : 

Fig.  A,  Male  adult  Skeleton,  front  view, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)       .  SI  SO 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .      2  50 
Fig.  13,  Male  adult  Skeleton,  from  behind, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)        .    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  50 
Fig.  C,  First  body  of  Ligaments,  front 

view,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  D,  Second  body  of  Ligaments,  from 

behind,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sh'ts).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  50 
Fig.  i'.,  Firstbody  of  Muscles, front  view, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)        .    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  SO 
Fig.  F,  Second  body  of  Muscles,  from 

behind,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sh'ts).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  50 
Fig.  G,  Third  body  of  Muscles,  front 

view,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  H,  Fourth  body  of  Muscles,  from 

behind,  singlecopies,  plain  (in  sh'ts).   1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  50 
Fig.  I,  F'irst  vascular  and  nervous  body, 
front  view,  single  copies,  colored 

(in  sheets)  2  50 

Single  copies,  colored  (mounted)   .      3  50 
Fig.  K,  Second  general  view  of  Blood- 
vessels and  Nerves,  front  view,  sin- 
gle copies,  colored  (in  sheets)        .    2  SO 
Single  copies,  colored  (mounted)   .      3  50 
Fig.  L,  Third  general  view  of  Blood- 
vessels and  Nerves,  from  behind,  sin- 
gles copies,  colored  (in  sheets)       .   2  SO 
Single  copies,  colored  (mounted)    .       3  50 
Whole  sets  in  sheets  and  Portfolio,      .  15  00 
\Vholo  sets  mounted,  .      .      .  •  85  00 
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ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — .Spring 
Course  of  Lectures. — The  next  Course 
of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  Fe- 
bruary 8,  1853,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 
Surgery — Alden  March,  M.  D. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine — James 
McNaughton,  M.  D. 
Materia  MedicR — T.  Rojievn  Reck,  M.  D. 
Anatomy — James  H.  Armsuy,  M.  D. 
Chemistry — Lewis  (;.  Reck,  M.  D. 
Institutes  ol  Medicine — Thomas  Hun,  M.D. 
Medical  Jurisprudence — Amos  Dean,  Esq. 
Obstetrics — Howard  Townsend,  M.  D. 
Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  regularly 
during  the  session  at  the  Hospital  and  College. 

Fees  for  the  first  course,  $60 ;  second  course, 
$30:  Matriculation  fee,  $5;  Graduation  fee, 
$20.  Students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  at  other  institutions,  will 
be  required  to  pay  $10. 

tSF"  Graduates  of  this  College,  and  of  In- 
stitutions where  the  requirements  are  the 
same  as  at  this,  will  have  free  admission  to 
the  Lectures.    Albany,  Dec.  4,  1852. 

THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— Spring 
Course,  1833. — The  Nineteenth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March, 
1853,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Cov  entry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee^  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medics  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  ot  Surgery. 

George  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

William  Sweetseb,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

George  W.  Field,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  and  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment.  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  862;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3  ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  Gra- 
duation, $00. 

Board,  including  fuel,  Hints,  &c,  $2  per 
week.  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  D.,  Dean. 


rjlo  MEDICAL  STUDENTS  AND  THE 
1  PROFESSION. — Dr.  ELLIOT'S  Lectures 
on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Ophthalmic 
Medicine  and  Surgery, including  the  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  and  Pathology  of  the  Human  Eye, 
will  be  resumed  during'  the  ensuing  winter. 
Clinical  and  microscopic  demonstrations,  with 
dissections  of  the  organ,  and  magnified  draw- 
ings from  nature,  will  illustrate  the  course. 

Special  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  recip- 
rocal relations  and  sympathies  between  the 
structure  of  the  eye  and  the  vital  organs, 
showing  the  indispensable  necessity  of  general 
and  constitutional  treatment  in  all  forms  of 
Ophthalmic  disease. 

Circulars,  containing  full  particulars  and 
testimonials,  may  be  obtained  by  calling  on 
Dr.  Elliott,  at  his  office,  498  Broadway,  on 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  between 
10  and  3  o'clock. 


C1ASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE— 
/There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  in  this  Institution  ;  the  Spring  Ses- 
sion commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in 
February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing 
on  the  first  Thurfday  in  August.  Each  course 
will  continue  four  months,  under  the  direction 
of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  Obstetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try, and  Natural  History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery. 

William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Corydon  La  Kord,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Course  of  Lectures, 
$50.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  full 
Courses  at  othf  r  Medical  Colleges,  $10.  Ma- 
triculation, $5.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  in- 
cluding the  expenses  of  room,  fuel,  and  lights, 
can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses  at  irora 
$1.75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via 
White  Hall,  and  from  Boston  and  Burlington 
via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  ,S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
Castleton,  Vt.,  January,  1853. 


Shortly  will  be  published,  in  8vo. 
with  140  illustrations. 

ON  DEFORMITIES  of  thellUMAN  FRAME; 
including  their  treatment  both  with  and 
wiihout  Surgical  Operation ;  being  a  Course 
of  Lectures  delivered  at  the  RoyalOrthopiedic 
Hospital  in  1843.  With  Notes  and  Additions  to 
the  Present  Time.  By  W.  .1.  Little.  M.  D., 
Physician  to  the  London  Hospital ;  Founder 
of  the  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  &c. 

contents. 

Part  i.  On  the  Pathology  of  Deformities  in 
general ;  Objects  of,  and  Means  used 
in,  Orthopaedy. 

"  2.  Deformities  from  Accidents,  Inflamma- 
tion, Rheumatism,  and  Scrofula. 

"  3.  Contractions  from  Spasm,  Paralysis, 
Burns,  Diseased  Easciie,  Retention  of 
Part*  in  One  Position. 

"  4.  Deformities  from  Rickets  and  Debility. 

"  5.  Congenital  Distortions  and  Malforma- 
tions. 

"   6.  Deformities  of  the  Spinal  Column.  ' 
"  7.  On  Relapsed  and  Neglected  Cases. 

London  :  Longmann.  Brown,  Green,  and 
Longmans. 


MEDICAL  BOOKS.  The  subscriber  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  all  the 
best  Medical  Books,  embracing  the  latest  Edi- 
tions, which  he  offers  to  the  Medical  profes- 
sion and  to  Students  at  the  lowest  price* 

Catalogues  can  be  had  gratis,  on  applica- 
tion. 

O.  A.  ROORBACH,  12  Vcsey-street, 

Next  door  to  the  Astor  House. 
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TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS.  Postage. 

We  have  announced  that  this  Journal  would  be  sent  to  all 
paying  subscribers  free  of  postage.  But  we  are  obliged,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  transmit  the  amount  in  postage  stamps,  for  the 
reason  that  there  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  pre- paying  tha 
postage  at  the  Post  Office  here,  that  we  find  it  impracticable. 

The  postage  must  therefore  be  pre-paid  at  the  office  of  de- 
livery by  our  subscribers,  and  in  no  case  can  exceed  one  and  a 
half  cents  per  quarter,  six  cents  per  annum,  when  thus  paid  in 
advance.  We  shall  therefore  send  the  postage  stamjis  to  each 
of  our  patrons,  which  will  be  equivalent  to  pre-payment  here. 

Postage  Stamps  may  be  remitted  to  us  in  payment  for  tho 
paper  at  all  times,  in  lieu  of  cash. 

SggT*  The  indisposition  of  the  editor  must  apologize  for 
any  deficiencies  or  short-comings  in  the  present  number,  he 
having  been  disabled  for  a  fortnight. 

Our  next  number  will  contain  a  valuable  paper  from  Pro- 
fessor Carnochan,  on  double  amputations,  illustrated  by  wood 
cuts  ; — together  with  several  other  articles  of  a  practical  cha- 
racter, which  we  are  obliged  to  postpone. 
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TREATMENT  OF  EPILEPSY. 

By  Horace  Green,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the 
New-York  Medical  College. 

With  the  interesting  views  recently  published  by  Marshall  Hall, 
on  the  causes  of  some  forms  of  disease  of  the  Nervous  Centres,  the 
readers  of  the  London  Lancet  are  probably  familiar. 

As  the  result  of  much  observation  and  long  continued  attention 
to  this  subject,  Dr.  Hall,  as  he  states,  has  come  to  this  conclusion  ; — 
Namely,  that  whilst  apoplexy  and  epilepsy,  two  of  the  gravest  diseases 
of  the  nervous  centres,  have  their  origin,  ordinarily,  in  organic  disease, 
yet  that  both  may,  and  frequently  do,  arise  from  inorganic  causes, 
such  as  Emotions  and  Irritations.  That  these  causes  acting  first,  on 
the  muscles  of  the  Neck  and  Larynx,  then  on  the  Venous  Network  of 
this  region,  and,  ultimately,  on  the  Nervous  Centres,  produce  those 
affections  designated  by  him  Trachelismus  and  Laryngismus ;  and 
that  the  milder  forms  of  Apoplexy  and  of  Epilepsy,  depend  on  the 
former  of  these  affections,  namely,  Trachelismus,  whilst  the  graver 
forms  of  Apoplexy  and  of  Epilepsy  are  the  effect  of  Laryngismus, 
the  disease  assuming  the  varied  apoplectic  or  epileptic  character,  ac- 
cording to  the  nervous  centres  specially  affected.  This,  however,  is 
merely  a  brief  allusion,  not  a  full,  or,  perhaps  an  intelligent  exposi- 
tion of  the  theory  of  Marshall  Hall. 

It  is  on  this  principle  in  regard  to  Epilepsy,  namely,  that  Laryng- 
ismus is  the  essential  connecting  link  between  the  exciting  causes  and 
the  convulsions  of  Epilepsy,  that  Dr.  Hall  has  proposed  as  a  remedy 
the  operation  of  Tracheotomy;  inasmuch  as  this  operation,  he  de- 
clares, by  preventing  Laryngeal  spasms  will  arrest  the  convulsions 
which  are  the  result  of  Laryngismus.  This,  says  Dr.  Hall,  is  in  effect 
the  case.  "  If  we  institute  tracheotomy  there  can  be  no  general  con- 
vulsions. The  epilepsy  is  cut  short ;  it  presents  the  phenomena  ot 
epilepsia  mitior,  those  of  epilepsia  gravior  being  superseded  and  pre- 
vented." 

Practical  proofs  of  the  correctness  of  these  views  have  already 
been  adduced  by  Marshall  Hall.  The  operation  of  tracheotomy  has 
been  performed  on  patients  who  were  the  subjects  of  Epilepsia  gra- 
vior, arising  from  inorganic  diseases,  and  the  tube  being  worn  in  the 
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trachea  so  as  to  allow  a  free  passage  of  air  to  and  from  the  lungs  du- 
ring the  laryngeal  spasm,  the  convulsions  have  been  arrested,  or,  as  Dr. 
Hall  observes,  epilepsia  gravior,  by  this  operation  has  been  changed 
into  epilepsia  mitior — a  comparatively  harmless  affection. 

To  avoid  the  employment  of  this  heroic  remedy,  against  which 
obvious  objections  exist,  and  the  subsequent  troublesome  necessity  of 
constantly  wearing  a  tube  in  the  trachea,  I  have  proposed,  and  in  the 
following  case  adopted — with  an  amount  of  success  that  affords  great 
encouragement  for  farther  efforts — a  less  difficult  and  less  dangerous 
operation  for  overcoming  the  laryngismus  of  Epilepsia  gravior. 

Case. — Mr.  B.  is  thirty-seven  years  old,  has  had  epileptic  fits  du- 
ring a  period  of  twenty-seven  years — the  disease  having  commenced 
at  the  age  of  ten  years.  It  was  supposed,  in  its  commencement,  to 
depend  on  the  presence  of  worms.  At  first,  the  spasms  occurred 
once  in  two  weeks.  In  some  instances  he  would  escape  for  a  month, 
or  even  for  two  months,  but  ordinarily  the  attacks  were  about  once  a 
fortnight.  This  continued  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  unre- 
lieved, apparently,  by  any  of  the  many  remedies  employed.  At  this 
period,  Mr.  B.  at  the  advice  of  his  physician,  commenced  the  inter- 
nal use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  Beginning  with  the  eighth  of  a  grain, 
twice  a  day,  the  amount  was  gradually  increased  to  half  a  grain  twice 
daily,  and,  subsequently,  three  times  a  clay.  This  quantity,  amount- 
ing to  one  grain  and  a  half  a  day,  was  continued  for  a  period  of  two 
years!  Not  under  the  advice  of  his  physician,  howrever,  was  this 
amount  continued — for  the  patient  was  repeatedly  warned  of  the  re- 
sult that  would  follow,  in  the  discoloration  of  his  skin,  from  this  pro- 
tracted use  of  the  remedy.  But  as  the  attacks  diminished  in  their 
frequency,  under  its  employment,  he  was  encouraged  to  proceed,  and 
deliberately  preferred  to  risk  the  anticipated  evil,  rather  than  relin- 
quish the  hope  of  recovery.  The  remedy  was  continued,  the  attacks 
of  epilepsy  occurred  with  less,  and  still  less  frequency,  until,  at  the 
end  of  two  years  from  the  commencing  of  the  use  of  medicine,  they 
had  ceased  altogether.  But  long  before  the  disease  disappeared  en- 
tirely the  nitrate  had  made  its  appearance  on  the  surface,  and  by  the 
time  the  patient  was  restored,  his  skin  had  received  the  dark,  blue 
tinge  of  the  salt ;  a  tinge  that  has  remained  to  the  present  time, 
through  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  unchanged,  except  that  it  has  as- 
sumed of  late  years,  a  still  darker  hue  than  it  at  first  presented.* 

•  The  inquiry  has  been  frequently  made,  whether  in  any  case,  I  have  ob- 
served "  discoloration  of  the  skin  to  have  occurred  in  patients,  from  topical  ap- 
plications of  the  nitrate  of  silver  V  In  no  instance,  in  my  own  practice,  has  such 
an  event  ever  occurred. 

Several  years  ago  a  young  clergyman,  laboring  under  chronic  laryngitis, 
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At  twenty-four  years  of  age,  Mr.  B.  was  married,  and  soon  after 
his  marriage  he  met  with  an  accident,  whilst  travelling,  in  the  upset- 
ting of  a  stage-coach,  by  which,  although  not  materially  injured, 
his  nervous  system  was  much  excited,  and  to  this  he  attributes  the 
return  of  the  disorder,  which  took  place  not  long  after  the  occurrence 
of  this  accident. 

The  recurrence  of  the  disease,  after  an  interval  of  more  than  two 
years,  was  in  the  manner  of  its  return  similar  to  the  first  attack.  The 
fits  were  light,  and  occurred  at  long  intervals  at  first,  but  they  soon 
increased  in  severity  and  frequency,  and  continued  in  this  way  through 
the  subsequent  four  or  five  years.  During  this  period  he  buried  hi3 
wife,  but  was  married  again  at  thirty  years  of  age ;  and  Mr.  B.  states 
that  after  his  second  marriage  his  attacks  of  epilepsy  were  less  fre- 
quent and  were  lighter  than  they  had  been  for  several  years  previous 
to  this  event.  But  in  1847,  his  second  wife  died,  and  after  the  oc- 
currence of  this  event  his  attacks,  he  states,  were  again  more  fre- 
quent, and,  after  a  time,  became  as  aggravated  as  ever. 

Early  in  September,  1852,  Mr.  B.  called  on  me  for  medical  ad- 
vice, at  which  time  I  learned  the  history  of  his  case,  and  his  then  pre- 
sent condition.  His  mind  had  been  greatly  impaired  by  the  severity 
and  frequency  of  the  attacks.  For  a  period  of  four  years,  proceed- 
ing the  above  date,  the  fits  had  come  on,  not  only  daily,  but  generally 
several  would  occur  every  day,  and  not  unfrequently  as  many  as  six 
or  eight  attacks  would  take  place  every  twenty-four  hours.   If  he  es- 

called  on  me  for  medical  treatment,  whose  skin  I  observed,  was  dyed  of  the  pe- 
culiar tinge  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  who,  on  my  inquiring  into  the  cause, 
gave  me  the  following  statement.  Some  eighteen,  months  before  this  gentle- 
man came  under  the  care  of  a  surgeon  of  this  city  by  whom  he  was  treated,  for 
a  period  of  six  months,  by  daily  applications  of  a  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver,  not  to  the  larynx,  but  to  the  pharynx  and  oesophagus  of  this  patient.  A 
large  sponge,  capable  of  holding  a  great  quantity  of  the  fluid,  was  employed  for 
this  purpose.  Consequently,  at  each  application,  from  half  a  drachm  to  a 
drachm  of  the  solution  found  its  way  into  the  patient's  stomach.  Failing  to  reach 
the  disease,  which  was  located  in  the  larynx,  the  doctor  gave  the  instrument  to 
the  patient,  and  directed  him  to  continue  the  treatment.  This  was  done.  The 
patient  repeated  the  applications  daily,  for  eight  months  longer,  making  in  all 
fourteen  months,  during  which  time  the  gentleman  was  taking  daily,  into  his 
gtomach,  a  full  dose  of  nitrate  of  silver!  Permanent  discoloration  of  the  skin, 
as  might  have  been  anticipated,  followed  this  treatment. 

Under  appropriate  applications  to  the  larynx,  this  gentleman,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks,  was  relieved  of  his  malady;  but  the  discoloration  remains,  and 
his  case  has  been  frequently  noticed  by  the  Medical  Journals,  and  he  has  been 
exhibited  before  one  Medical  Society  of  a  neighboring  State  without  the  above 
explanations,  as  an  instance,  where  the  topical  use  of  thej-emedy  had  resulted  in 
producing  a  tinge  of  the  patient's  skin. 
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caped  a  single  day,  as  was  sometimes  the  case,  he  was  sure  to  have 
an  increased  number  on  the  following  day.  The  attacks  were  sudden 
frequently  dashing  the  patient  with  the  greatest  violence  to  the  ground, 
and  often  causing  the  infliction  of  serious  injuries.  Nothing  like 
aura  epileptica,  or  any  other  premonitory  symptom,  was  observed 
by  the  patient  or  his  friends  to  precede  the  fit.  The  seizure  would 
occur  under  all  circumstances,  when  walking  the  street,  when  sitting 
quietly  in  his  room,  or  in  church,  and  frequently  during  sleep.  Every 
part  of  this  patient's  person  has  been  more  or  less  injured  by  the 
violent  falls  on  pavements,  curb-stones,  and  other  dangerous  places, 
when  thus  attacked.  Twice  has  his  arm  been  broken,  his  head  fre- 
quently cut  open  and  the  skull  laid  bare,  and  several  of  his  fingers 
have  been  broken  and  dislocated,  by  his  falls.  Indeed,  for  years  ha3 
the  life  of  this  patient  been  one  of  perpetual  suffering  and  danger. 

After  learning  the  history  of  his  case,  I  informed  Mr.  B.  of  the 
views  entertained  by  Dr.  Hall,  and  of  the  operation  proposed  by 
him,  for  the  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  epilepsy.  He  at  once  ex- 
pressed an  earnest  desire  that  the  operation  should  be  performed  in 
his  own  case. 

The  fact  that  the  disease  had  once  been  arrested,  for  a  period  of 
two  years,  by  medication  convinced  me  that  it  w?s  not  dependent  for 
its  cause,  on  organic  change  of  structure,  and  I  promised  Mr.  B.  that 
I  would  consult  with  my  colleague,  Professor  Carnochan,  and  if  he 
coincided  with  me,  in  regard  to  its  propriety,  the  operation  should  be 
performed.  On  stating  the  case  to  Dr.  C.  he  regarded  it  as  one  for 
which  the  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  particularly  indicated ;  and 
accordingly  the  day  was  appointed,  much  to  the  gratification  of  the 
patient,  when  the  operation  should  be  performed.  At  this  time  Mr. 
B.'s  attacks  were  very  frequent,  generally  six  or  eight  fits  were  oc- 
curring every  day.  His  mind  was  considerably  affected,  he  was  de- 
jected, and  his  memory  much  impaired.  In  this  state  he  again  called 
on  me  a  day  or  two  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  operation,  and 
urgently  requested  that  it  might  be  performed  at  once,  declaring  that 
he  would  undergo  any  treatment  that  would  afford  the  smallest  hope 
of  relief  from  t  e  misery  he  endured. 

In  reflecting  on  this  patients  case,  in  connection  with  the  theory 
advanced  by  Marshall  Hall,  I  recollected  the  fact,  that  spasm  of  the 
glottis  occurring  in  my  practice,  in  laryngeal  disease,  had.  in  many 
instances,  yielded  to  the  topical  applications  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the 
larynx ;  and  at  this  interview,  I  proposed  to  Mr.  B.  to  try  the  effects 
of  cauterization  of  the  larynx,  before  having  recourse  to  tracheotomy. 
He  consented,  and  with  a  sponge-probang  I  immediately  applied  a 
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strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  interior  of  the  larynx. 
At  this  first  application  of  the  remedy  to  the  larynx,  I  remarked  the 
unusual  insensibility  of  the  parts  to  the  local  irritant;  for,  although 
the  ordinary  caution,  that  of  cauterizing  the  pharynx  and  opening  of 
the  glottis  before  passing  the  probang  into  the  larynx,  was  not  adopt- 
ed, yet  not  the  slightest  cough,  or  apparent  irritation  was  induced, 
notwithstanding  the  sponge,  charged  with  a  strong  solution  of  the 
salt,  (45  grs.  to  the  oz.  of  water,)  was  carried  deep  into  the  larynx. 
On  the  following  day  the  patient  returned,  and  the  application  was 
repeated,  and  this  was  clone  daily  for  five  or  six  consecutive  days.  It 
should  be  remembered  thrt  when  this  local  treatment  was  com- 
menced the  patient  was  having  some  six  or  eight  attacks  of  epi- 
leptic fits,  daily  ;  and  that  with  the  occasional  exceptions,  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  these  attacks  had  occurred  daily,  during  a  period  of  four 
years.  After  the  first  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  larynx, 
the  spasms  ceased,  and  Mr.  B.  passed  over  a  period  of  ten  days  with- 
out having  a  single  epileptic  attack.  The  change  that  took  place  in 
this  period  in  his  mental  powers  was  as  marked  as  that  which  occurred 
in  the  diseased  nervous  functions.  His  mind,  before  obscured,  became 
clear,  his  memory  improved,  and  he  exhibited  a  spirit  buoyant  and 
happy  when  freed  from  the  evil  spirit  that  had  so  long  possessed  him. 

This  intermission  continued  until  the  tenth  day,  when,  after  hav- 
ing been  exposed  to  considerable  excitement,  in  the  transaction  of 
some  business,  he  had  a  slight  epileptic  attack.  On  the  two  or  three 
following  days  he  had  several  attacks  on  each  of  these  days.  The 
treatment  was  again  renewed,  and  after  a  few  cauterizations  of  the 
larynx  the  spasms  again  ceased  and  the  patient  escaped  through  an- 
other period  of  ten  days  when  the  attacks  came  on  as  before.  It  was  now 
apparent  that  the  disease  partook  of  that  intermittent  character  which 
has  been  observed  by  Dr.  Babbington  and  other  writers  on  Epilepsy. 

The  attacks  had  occurred  so  constantly,  through  so  long  a  period 
of  years,  that  I  could  not  learn  that  any  thing  like  periodicity  had  been 
before  observed  as  a  characteristic  of  the  disease  in  this  case.  This 
feature,  however,  was  so  apparent  now,  that  I  determined  to  try  the 
effect  of  quinine,  in  order,  if  possible  to  break  it  up. 

Again  were  the  applications  of  the  nitrate  renewed,  and  in  order 
to  produce  as  much  effect  as  possible  on  the  larynx,  the  strength  of 
the  solution  was  increased  to  eighty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  and 
sponge-probang,  nearly  straight,  being  used,  the  applications  were  car- 
ried through  the  larynx  and  trachea  to  the  bronchial  bifurcation.* 

*  At  the  present  day,  Mr.  Editor,  I  trust  this  assertion  can  be  made  without 
having  one's  veracity  called  in  question,  or  endangering  one's  status  in  any  me- 
dical society  to  which  he  may  belong  ! 
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As  in  each  instance  before,  the  spasms  ceased  after  continuing  the 
application  a  few  days,  and  passing  the  critical  period ;  but  as  the  pa- 
tient approached  the  termination  of  this  second  decade,he  was  directed  to 
take  ten  grains  of  quinine  daily,  for  several  days.  This  was  done,  the  ap- 
plications were  continued,  and  the  patient  passed  over  the  critical  period 
and  on  the  nineteenth  day,  without  experiencing  the  slightest  attack. 

In  this  period  of  immunity  from  the  disease — a  longer  period 
than  had  occurred  in  many  years.  Mr.  B.'s  spirits  and  general  health 
improved  constantly,  and  he  occupied  himself  in  his  business  (that  of 
collector)  almost  daily,  during^  this  interval.  But  near  the  close  of 
the  nineteenth  day,  or  about  the  commencement  of  the  twentieth,  his 
disease  again  returned,  and  the  fits  occurred  as  before  for  several  suc- 
cessive days.  There  was  no  difficulty,  however,  in  arresting  the 
spasms  by  the  topical  treatment,  as  soon  as  this  period  was  passed  ; 
and  this  has  been  the  case  up  to  the  present  time.  That  is,  no  diffi- 
culty occurs  in  arresting  entirely  the  attacks  of  epilepsy,  for  a  period 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  days,  during  which  interval  the  patient  appears 
in  excellent  health,  in  good  spirits,  and  in  the  possession  of  his  ordi- 
nary mental  powers. 

In  three  instances,  since  the  commencement  of  this  treatment  has 
the  patient  been  carried  over  the  first  decade,  but  in  no  instance,  as 
yet,  have  we  been  able  to  get  over  the  twentieth  day,  without  a  return 
of  the  disease.  At  this  present  time,  January  27th,  he  is  on  one  of 
his  intermission  periods,  and  he  appears  as  exempt  from  all  disease, 
and  declares  that  he  feels  as  well  as  he  has  felt  at  any  time  of  his  life. 

As  the  patient  has  in  only  one  instance,  as  yet,  employed  freely 
the  anti-periodic  remedy,  it  has  been  determined  to  enter  again  on  its 
use,  with  the  hope  that  by  its  full  administration  the  intermittent  char- 
acter of  the  disease  may  be  controled,  and  the  patient  restored  to 
permanent  health. 

Without  endorsing  all  the  views  advanced  by  Marshall  Hall,  on 
the  nature  and  treatment  of  some  of  the  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system,  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  the  practical  results  in  this  ease 
have  already  been  such  as  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  in  epilepsy 
not  originating  in  organic  lesion,  a  morbid  condition  of  the  larynx 
may  constitute  the  essential  connecting  link  between  the  primary  ex- 
citing cause  of  the  disease  and  the  subsequent  convulsions ;  and  to 
warrant  the  hope  that  in  recent  cases  of  inorganic  epilepsy,  we  have 
it  in  our  power,  by  an  entirely  safe  and  facile  mode  of  treatment,  to 
break  up  this  connection,  and  arrest  the  disease. 


January  27th  J853. 


104 


THE  NEW-YORK 


A  BRIEF  EXPOSE 

Of  Dr.  Hulliherfs  important  Discovery  for  the  preservation  of  the  Human 
Teeth,  by  John  Trenor,  M.  D.  Dentist. 

An  unusual  degree  of  interest  lias  recently  been  excited  in  profes- 
sional circles  by  the  announcement  from  Dr.  Hullihen,  of  Wheeling, 
Va.  of  a  novel  and  successful  mode  of  treating  that  class  of  diseases 
of  the  teeth,  where  the  internal  pulp,  or  as  it  is  commonly  called,  the 
nerve,  of  the  tooth  has  become  exposed,  whether  as  a  consequence  of 
ordinary  decay,  gradually  decomposing  and  removing  the  bony  struc- 
ture by  which  this  pulp  tissue  is  encased,  or  where  this  has  been  laid 
bare,  in  the  act  of  cutting  out  the  decaying  substance,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  replacing  it  and  filling  the  cavity  with  some  one  of  the  mate- 
rials usually  employed  for  such  purpose. 

It  is  not  the  writer's  intention,  at  present,  to  enter  into  any  detail- 
ed account  of  the  many  valuable  practical  benefits  which  must  result 
from  this  important  discovery,  but  simply  to  give  such  physiological 
statements  in  regard  to  it  as  will  enable  the  reader  to  understand  the 
nature  of  the  difficulties  which  this  class  of  cases  has  been  found  to 
present,  as  well  as  the  very  successful  and  novel  mode  of  treatment 
by  which  they  are  not  only  cured,  or  prevented,  but  the  teeth  and  the 
internal  pulp,  both  preserved  in  a  perfectly  healthy  and  normal  state. 

It  is  known  to  all  your  readers  that  the  bony  substance  or  dentine 
of  the  teeth,  is  formed  from  a  previously  existing  tissue  termed  the 
pulp,  similar  in  form  and  bulk  to  the  fully  developed  body  of  the 
tooth,  and  consisting  of  a  congeries  of  nerves,  arteries,  veins,  and  most 
probably  of  absorbents,  which  run  together  in  the  closest  imaginable 
network,  so  that  the  point  of  the  finest  cambric  needle  cannot  pass 
its  surface  without  opening  some  one  or  more  of  those  vessels.  As 
the  bony  substance  increases,  this  pulp  mass  decreases,  until  finally 
after  the  teeth  are  fully  formed,  this  change  from  pulp  to  bone  seems 
almost  to  cease,  only  keeping  pace  with  the  gradual  wearing  away  ot 
the  teeth  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended. 
When,  however,  decay  commences  and  progresses  in  the  bony  sub- 
stance of  the  teeth,  this  conversion  of  pulp  into  bone,  either  does  not 
take  place  in  the  direction  in  which  the  decay  is  proceeding,  or  if  it 
does,  it  is  so  slowly  that  this  pulp,  sooner  or  later,  becomes  denuded, 
(if  not  previously  arrested  by  artificial  means,)  thereby  exposing  this 
enclosed  delicate  and  sensitive  tissue  to  external  sources  of  irritation, 
from  the  influence  of  foreign  agents  pressing  upon  it,  and  thus  pro- 
ducing the  ordinary  and  painful  sensation  of  tooth-ache. 

One  of  the  characteristic  peculiarities  of  organized  matter  is  that 
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of  being  able  to  resist,  to  a  certain  extent ;  and  where  it  cannot  resist, 
to  be  able  to  repair  the  effects  of  injuries  from  deleterious  agents,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  organization  is  this  power  presumed  to 
be  possessed. 

The  internal  pulp  of  the  teeth  being,  therefore,  of  this  highly  or- 
ganized  class,  should,  of  course,  exhibit  this  peculiar  trait  with  a  force 
corresponding  to  the  degree  of  its  organization,  unless  restrained  by 
some  counteracting  influence,  and  such  unfavorable  influences  there 
are  as  regards  the  teeth ;  as  almost  every  one  is  but  too  familiar 
with.  The  recuperative  power  of  the  pulp,  under  the  state  of  the 
parts  we  have  described,  does  not  take  place,  for  reasons  which  we 
shall  now  go  on  to  detail. 

The  effect  of  irritation  of  an  organized  tissue  is  to  augment  the 
flow  of  fluids  to  the  part,  thus  producing  swelling,  &c.  &c. ;  but  if 
the  parts  can  readily  yield,  the  pain  is  not  augmented  to  the  same 
degree,  as  if  the  surrounding  texture  will  not  admit  of  expansion. 
Slight  inflammation,  therefore,  under  the  latter  state  of  things,  not 
only  adds  vastly  to  the  sensation  of  pain,  but  if  not  effectually  and 
promptly  relieved,  tends  rapidly  to  death  and  disorganization. 

Now  the  pulp  tissue  is  precisely  so  circumstanced  by  being  enve- 
loped within  an  unyielding  bony  case  so  as  to  tend,  under  the  slightest 
causes  of  irritation,  to  these  most  unfavorable  results.  When,  there- 
fore, this  pulp  tissue  becomes  exposed,  from  the  progress  of  decay,  to 
irritation  from  external  agents ;  or  where  it  has  been  laid  bare  in 
removing  the  decay  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  cavity  artificially, 
the  unfavorable  consequences  above  enumerated  are  events  to  be 
apprehended  by  all  intelligent  observers,  and  almost  as  certain  to  be 
realized.  More  certain,  too,  to  follow,  where  the  pulp  has  been  ex- 
posed and  the  cavities  immediately  filled,  than  where  the  filling  has 
been  omitted — in  the  latter  case  it  may  chance  not  to  meet  with 
causes  of  irritation  ;  in  the  former,  it  must,  almost  always,  be  pro- 
duced, notwithstanding  the  very  absurd  and  crude  notions  which  have 
been  of  late  advanced  upon  this  point,  and  that,  too,  from  sources 
from  which  more  just  and  sound  views  might  reasonably  have  been 
expected  to  emanate. 

It  is  not  the  writer's  intention  to  go  into  a  detailed  account,  here, 
of  the  objectionable  and  sometimes  very  serious  consequences  which 
are  apt  to  flow  from,  and  have  often  followed  this  character  of  derange- 
ment in  the  teeth,  whether  subjected  to  the  operation  of  filling  or  not. 
It  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  they  are  of  such  serious  import  as  to 
have  taxed,  at  all  times,  the  ingenuity  and  intelligence  of  the  best  in- 
formed in  the  profession,  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  remove  this 
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opprobrium  from  the  list  of  admitted  imperfections  in  this  branch  of 
the  medical  art.  Neither  will  he  detail  the  numerous  opinions  and 
operations  which  have  been,  at  various  times,  suggested  and  practised, 
with  the  hope  of  avoiding  or  remedying  the  difficulties  and  sometimes 
serious  evils  by  which  this  class  of  derangements  is  so  frequently 
characterized.  These  interesting  topics  shall  be  reserved  for  a  more 
detailed  essay  on  this  important  and  invaluable  improvement.  It  will 
be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  by  Dr.  Ilullihen's  mode  of  treatment 
the  difficulties  heretofore  found  to  exist,  are  so  effectually  provided 
against  as  to  render  the  operation  one  of  the  most  successful  and  sa- 
tisfactory in  the  whole  list  of  professional  achievements.  But  it  is  not 
in  the  operation  he  recommends,  that  his  only  or  chief  merit  consists, 
but  in  demonstrating,  in  the  most  conclusive  and  certain  manner,  that 
the  internal  pulp,  exposed  though  it  may  be,  whether  by  decay  or  the 
operator's  instrument,' can  be  preserved  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state, 
and  the  whole  bony  texture  of  the  tooth  likewise,  without  any  appre- 
hension of  the  recurrence  of  those  serious  after-consequences  we  have 
already  so  pointedly  alluded  to.  This  most  important  practical  fact 
he,  and  he  only,  has  brought  to  light. 

The  doctor  tells  us,  that  in  1845  a  case  came  under  treatment 
where,  in  excavating  the  decay,  in  a  molar  tooth,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  the  cavity,  the  internal  pulp  was  exposed,  and  for  particular 
reasons,  it  was  necessary  that  the  operation  should  then  be  completed. 
"I  therefore,"  says  he,  "drilled  a  hole  into  the  nerve  cavity  of  the 
tooth,  with  the  view  of  permitting  the  matter  to  escape,  should  the 
nerve  suppurate  (a  process  I  felt  sure  Avould  take  place  very  speedily) 
and  then  plugged  the  tooth  without  reference  to  the  pressure  which 
the  plug  might  make  upon  the  nerve.  Fifteen  months  after,  this 
patient  again  called  to  have  her  mouth  prepared  to  have  a  whole  upper 
set  of  artificial  teeth.  The  tooth  operated  upon  fifteen  months  before, 
presented  a  healthy  appearance  in  color,  &c.  &c.  and  had  never  given 
her  the  slightest  inconvenience.  It  was  now,  however,  necessary  to 
rerhove  it  in  reference  to  the  intended  artificial  set,  and  on  opening 
the  tooth,  the  pulp  was  found  somewhat  diminished  in  size,  but  in  all 
other  respects  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition,  as  was  also  the  whole 
bony  substance  of  the  tooth." 

As  the  grade  of  organization  of  this  pulp  tissue  presupposes  the 
ability  of  resisting,  or  recovering  from  injury  or  accident,  irritation  or 
inflammation,  provided  that  the  difficulty  connected  with  this  class  of 
cases,  (that  of  being  enclosed  within  a  hard  bony  case,)  could  be  effec- 
tually provided  against,  he,  at  once,  adopted  the  operation  already  de- 
tailed, as  the  most  effectual  mode  of  accomplishing  what  it  was,  in 
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these  cases,  so  essential  to  attain.  For  while  it  serves  this  purpose 
most  satisfactorily,  it  likewise  protects  the  pulp  of  the  tooth  from 
the  injurious  influence  of  external  agents,  the  artificial  perforation  itself 
not  being  exposed  to  the  causes  of  decay.  Through  this  opening,  the 
vessels  of  the  pulp  would  be  relieved  whenever,  and  to  whatever  ex- 
tent, inflammation  should  supervene.  It  is  in  this  way,  and  by  this 
method  of  operating  that  this  most  important  object  is  attained,  viz 
that  of  preserving  not  only  the  color  of  the  teeth  themselves,  but  like- 
wise the  internal  pulp  in  its  perfect  and  healthy  condition,  in  all  res- 
pects as  competent  to,  and  perfect  in,  the  performance  of  its  functional 
offices,  as  if  the  tooth  had  always  remained  perfectly  sound  and 
healthy.  This,  in  fact,  is  the  crowning  point  of  perfection,  in  this  most 
invaluable  improvement,  long  sought  after,  but  never  before  could  it 
be  announced  to  the  profession  as,  it  can  now  be  proclaimed,  an  ope- 
ration positively  perfect  and  complete.  Dr.  Hullihen,  having  tested 
the  matter  very  fully  in  his  own  practice,  confirmed  by  ample  facts 
and  observations  of  his  friend,  Dr.  Cone,  of  Baltimore,  took  the  most 
effectual  mode  of  giving  it  wide  publicity,  for  the  honor  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

Dr.  Gardette,  of  Philadelphia,  to  whom  this  operation  had  been 
early  communicated,  reports  the  results,  in  his  own  practice,  to  have 
been  equally  successful,  and  the  writer  of  this  paper,  who  has  now  per- 
formed the  operation  in  every  case  of  exposed  pulp  which  he  has 
lately  met  with,  whether  of  recent  or  of  long  standing,  provided  there 
be  sound  substance  enough  remaining  to  be  worth  preserving,  ha3 
been,  in  every  instance,  entirely  successful. 

Not  only  have  the  patients  been  exempt  from  any  unfavorable 
symptoms  after  the  operation  is  completed,  but  in  every  case  the  in- 
ternal pulp  has  been  preserved  in  its  normal  condition,  and  the  natural 
and  healthy  color  of  the  tooth  itself  retained. 
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On  the  action  of  the  Galvanic  Current  in  producing  absorption  of  remedies  in 
Uterine  Diseases,  in  Neuralgia,  and  in  extracting  Mercury,  t^c.from 
the  system. 

The  absorption  of  remedies  through  the  agency  of  the  galvanic 
current  has  lately  attracted  considerable  attention.  By  some  it  has 
been  supposed  that  the  drug  was  actually  carried  into  the  part;  but, 
the  true  rationale  is,  that  rapid  absorption  is  established  by  the  local 
excitation  of  the  nerves  and  vessels  of  the  parts  operated  on. 
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This  is  made  demonstrative,  by  the  increased  redness  (or  some- 
times pustulation)  which  ensues  shortly  after  the  poles  have  been  ap- 
plied. An  important  physiological  and  therapeutical  indication  is 
thus  established,  which  is  of  high  interest  to  the  student  and  young 
practitioner  to  remember,  viz. — that  whenever  the  nerves  of  organic 
life  are  stimulated,  there  will  be  a  corresponding  afflux  of  blood  or 
materies  to  that  part;  explaining  the  old  maxim  "  Ubi  irritatio  ibi  af- 
fluxus."  By  this  simple  law  is  interpreted  the  hypertrophic  states  of 
organs  from  direct  or  distal  irritation  of  the  peripheries  or  roots  of 
the  organic  nerves,  distributed  to  or  immediately  supplying  the  part 
so  affected,  instititial  or  true  fibrillar  hypertrophy  resulting,  according 
to  circumstances. 

The  student  most  earnestly  should  study  this  law,  and  make  him- 
self familiar  with  its  every  bearing;  since,  by  it  only,  will  he  be  able 
to  obtain  the  key  to  the  opposite  conditions  of  atrophy.  Not  till  this 
be  fully  impressed  upon  the  memory,  can  he  adopt  scientifically  the 
remedial  measures,  stimulant  or  sedative,  suited  to,  or  having  control 
over  the  hypertrophic  condition,  whether  instititial  or  fibrillar,  or  the 
opposite  state  of  local  or  general  atrophy,  with  or  without  degenera- 
tive change  of  tissue. 

There  still  remain  some  errors  respecting  the  mode  of  application 
of  the  galvanic  current  for  these  purposes  of  absorption,  the  duration 
during  which  the  action  should  be  continued,  and  the  conditions  ne- 
cessary for  a  favorable  result.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the 
current  for  many  years,  and  was  early  led  to  experiment  upon  the 
adjuvancy  given  by  it,  to  the  local  absorption  of  remedies  employed 
for  the  resolution  of  certain  tumors,  indurations  with  or  without  ad- 
hesion, ill-conditioned  states  of  affected  tissues,  &c.  from  witnessing  its 
extraordinary  influence  at  times,  when  applied  by  itself  in  such  cir- 
cumstances. 

Amongst  the  earliest  of  my  experiments,  were  the  resolution  of 
small  fibrous  tumors,  and  indurations  of  the  womb  and  its  neck,  with 
or  without  much  enlargement.  At  first,  I  merely  employed  the  cur- 
rent afforded  by  the  common  galvano-magnetic  battery  sold  in  our 
shops ;  and  although  at  times  greatly  disappointed  in  the  results,  yet 
the  fact  of  its  usefulness  was  fully  established,  and  induced  me  to  em- 
ploy the  uninterrupted  current  of  pure  galvanism,  as  given  by  a  series 
of  Smces'  batteries. 

By  this  substitution  the  results  were  more  favorable,  and  I  still 
continue  to  use  the  same  form,  varying  in  number  from  three  to 
twenty  cells,  the  elements  being  made  as  small  as  can  convenient!/ 
be  worked. 
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That  the  absorption  of  an  outward  application  of  a  remedy  takes 
place  rapidly,  can  be  easily  demonstrated  on  one's  own  person,  by 
painting  on  each  side  of  the  throat  a  little  of  the  strong  tincture  of 
iodine,  and  applying  the  poles  of  a  battery  by  means  of  two  moistened 
silver  plates,  when  in  a  short  time  the  taste  of  the  iodine  can  be  dis- 
tinctly perceived. 

By  the  galvanic  current,  we  have  simply  a  means  of  imitating  the 
normal  or  healthy  nutritive  action  of  the  part  affected,  or  of  stimulat- 
ing the  nervous  power  when  in  a  feeble  or  perverted  condition.  To 
be  able  to  regulate  this,  it  is  pre-supposed  that  the  operator  has  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  pathologic  state  of  the  affected  tissue,  and 
of  the  laws  regulating  their  reproduction  during  the  normal  state. 
Unless  this  be  the  case,  the  result  must  ever  be  uncertain,  as  it  is 
only  by  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  quantity  of  the  galvanic  cur- 
rent, and  of  the  length  of  time  for  its  continuance,  that  favorable  re- 
sults can  be  safely  calculated  upon. 

As  every  body  knows  a  stimulus  ceases  to  be  a  stimulus,  when 
carried  beyond  that  point  at  which  the  healthful  reproductive  ener- 
gies of  the  part  can  be  sustained,  acting  as  a  depressent  to  the  vital 
or  recuperative  force,  the  difference  between  a  dinner  and  a  surfeit. 
Therefore  the  "quantum  sufficit"  and  not  the  "quantum  libet"  be- 
comes necessary. 

By  means  of  the  acupuncture,  especially  where  the  part  affected 
is  deep  seated,  the  action  of  the  current  can  be  made  more  available 
but  unfortunately  the  pain  resulting  from  this  method,  is  so  exceed- 
ingly severe,  that  its  adoption  will  rarely  be  consented  to.  The  pain, 
however,  is  greatly  modified,  by  using  needles  whose  points  alone  are 
exposed,  the  body  of  each  needle  being  sheathed  by  a  non-conducting 
film  of  varnish,  the  sensitive  nerves  of  the  skin  being  thereby  protect- 
ed. The  most  advantageous  circumstance,  under  which  the  co-opera- 
tive action  of  the  current  can  be  employed,  will  be  found  in  those 
cases  of  almost  exvatrascular  tumors  and  instititial  indurations,  where 
the  colored  portions  of  the  blood  have  a  limited  or  a  perfectly  denied 
entrance.  When  the  current  is  brought  to  bear  upon  these,  the  sur- 
face is  frequently  seen  to  redden,  and  the  internal  administration  of 
resolvants,  such  as  Iodine,  Hyd.  Potass,  &c.  &c.  will  now  be  found 
to  produce  effects  that  were  not  to  be  gained  previous  to  the  applica- 
tion of  galvanism.  A  still  greater  effect  will  be  produced  if  the  tu- 
mor be  painted  with  a  solution  of  Iodine  and  Hydriod  Potass,  owing 
to  certain  electro-chemical  principles. 

Rheumatic  induration,  where  both  Iodine  and  galvanism  have  been 
used  separately  with  failure,  I  have  frequently  witnessed  yield  to 
their  joint  application. 
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In  cases  of  neuralgia,  the  action  of  the  galvanic  current  in  pro- 
ducing rapid  absorption  with  an  almost  magic  relief  to  pain,  is  also 
most  beautifully  illustrated  through  the  alkaluidal  preparations.  One 
of  my  patients  from  a  slight  injury  to  his  left  ear,  has  been  subject  in 
it  to  a  frightful  attack  of  neuralgia,  from  any  incautious  touching  or 
rubbing,  aconite  was  tried  and  only  relieved  him  after  several  hours, 
galvanism  was  resorted  to,  still  the  pain  continued  for  a  length  of  time 
after.  One  day,  during  a  severe  attack,  I  tried  the  effect  of  applying 
the  current  over  the  surface  on  which  the  alkaloid  had  been  rubbed. 
The  effect  was  produced  in  half  a  minute,  with  perfect  relief.  1  have 
since  tried  this  with  success  many  times. 

Great  benefit  will  frequently  be  found  to  accrue  from  the  applica- 
tion of  the  current,  in  cases  cf  functional  dropsies, — or  effusions  about 
the  joints, — or  into  the  pericardium,  pleura,  &c.  I  have  witnessed  its 
benefit  where  deaphoretic,  and  dieretic  treatment  had  completely  failed. 

In  the  year  1843,  I  commenced  the  experiment  of  withdrawing 
mercury  from  the  system.  My  attention  was  called  to  this,  by  re- 
flecting on  Sir  II.  Davys'  experiment  with  the  sulp.  soda  and  distilled 
water  in  two  separate  cups,  connected  by  amianthus,  so  familiar  to  all. 
Under  this  idea  I  sought  a  patient  from  the  City  Hospital,  who  had 
been  taking  large  doses  of  mercury  in  conjunction  with  hydriod  potass. 
The  patient  was  placed  with  his  feet  and  legs  in  a  bath  of  hydriod. 
potass,  into  which  a  bright  silver  plate  attached  to  the  battery  was 
allowed  to  hang.  The  other  pole  was  placed  upon  his  body  and  in 
his  hands.  In  the  course  of  twenty  minutes  the  water  became  of  a 
slight  pink  color,  whilst  the  silver  plate  became  covered  with  a  film 
of  the  metal.  This  experiment  was  shortly  after  repeated  in  the 
person  of  another  patient,  in  the  presence  of  one  of  our  noted  chemists, 
who,  with  myself,  concurred  in  the  possibility  of  withdrawing  the 
metals  from  the  human  system  when  remaining  in  large  and  injurious 
quantities.  Some  months  ago,  I  was  waited  upon  by  a  gentleman  who 
stated  that  he  had  also  accomplished  this  lately,  without  knowledge  of 
my  previously  having  made  the  experiment.  In  Sir  II.  Davys'  expe- 
riment with  the  sulph.  sodas,  &c.  the  amianthus  must  have  absorbed 
sufficient  of  the  salt  to  have  established  polarity  in  the  cup  of  distilled 
water,  as  otherwise,  I  conceive,  the  decomposing  changes  could  not 
have  ensued. 

Before  concluding,  I  will  throw  out  a  mere  hint  upon  the  "isola- 
tion "  of  certain  malignant  tumors.  From  the  history  of  some  tumors 
that  I  have  seen  operated  on,  and  were  deemed,  at  the  time,  malignant 
in  their  origin,  but  found  to  be  more  or  less  encysted  when  exposed, 
whilst  the  microscopical  appearances  also  denoted  malignancy,  I  am 
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inclined  to  suppose,  that  in  some  constitutions  and  under  peculiar  con- 
ditions, a  tumor  having  every  indication  of  being  of  malignant  growth, 
may  become  isolated,  and  cease  to  grow  as  a  malignant  tumor,  by  the 
vessels  of  the  surrounding  tissues  (or  from  some  inherent  quality  of 
its  own)  throwing  out  lymph  and  forming  a  sac  or  cyst  about  it.  In 
the  few  cases  that  I  have  seen,  and  others  1  have  been  able  to  gather 
from  several  surgical  friends,  the  data  warrant  the  supposition  above  stat- 
ed. In  all,  the  health  had  been  declining  from  the  accession  of  the  tu- 
mor, when,  from  some  unknown  cause  the  constitution  seemed  to  be 
gradually  retracing  its  steps  of  lost  health,  or  remained  without  greater 
decline,  whilst  the  pain  and  other  symptoms  diminished. 

If  such  be  the  fact,  the  eifort  established  by  nature  towards  isola- 
ting malignant  growths,  points  out  a  mode  by  which,  perhaps,  a  suc- 
cessful imitation  can  be  made — viz.  by  acu-punctures,  at  a  certain 
distance  from  the  affected  part,  so  as  to  encircle  it,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, and  allowing  the  needles  to' remain  in  situ,  till  they  can  be  pro- 
perly connected,  and  receive  the  galvanic  current  of  such  a  strength 
as  to  excite  inflammation,  and  not  to  cauterise  the  parts  too  deeply. 

For  applying  the  current  to  the  uterus,  a  silver  button  conductor, 
with  or  without  the  sponge  will  be  found  the  best.  Where  the  female 
is  married,  greater  certainty  of  its  immediate  application  will  be 
given  by  the  use  of  the  glass  or  gutta  percha  covered  speculum.  By 
this  means  a  solution  of  the  remedy  can  be  painted  or  rubbed  on  the 
neck  of  the  uterus,  whilst  the  sponge  can  be  kept  moistened  by  the 
6ame.  Where  the  body  of  the  uterus  is  affected,  Simpson's  Sound, 
or  any  proper  metallic  instrument  can  be  gently  inserted  into  the  ca- 
vity of  the  uterus,  and  attached  to  the  positive  pole  of  the  battery, 
the  opposite  pole  being  applied  to  the  sacral  spine,  over  the  pubes, 
&c.  The  current,  in  these  cases  of  entering  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
must  be  mild. 

In  suppression  of  the  menses,  galvanism  is  certainly  the  most  ef- 
fectual emmenagogue,  especially  when  circumstances  permit,  of  its 
direct  application  to  the  uterus. 

In  Prolapsus  Uteri,  I  have  experienced  essential  benefit  from  the 
cautious  employment  of  the  galvanic  current,  from  the  tonicity  given 
to  the  vaginal  tissues  ;  and  where  attended  by'enlargmcnt  of  the  ute- 
rus, the  power  of  producing  a  gradual  lessening  of  the  weight,  by 
absorption,  has  served  to  render  the  use  of  the  current  of  double  ad 
vantage.  It  is  unnecessary  to  continue  the  application  over  six  or 
eight  minutes  at  a  time,  as  a  longer  action  might  be  too  stimulant  to 
uterine  and  ovarian  tissues,  producing  the  catamenia  at  too  early 
periods.  Where  sleeplessness  attends,  the  application  will  be  better 
at  night,  as  it  causes  in  most  instances  a  calm  and  quiet  slumber. 
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Rheumatic  Dysmcnnorrhcca  has,  in  my  hands,  yielded  to  the  faith- 
ful application  of  the  current,  which  should  be  employed  during  the 
intervals.  During  the  attack,  my  treatment  consists  in  the  outward 
employment  of  the  saturated  Tinct.  Belladon  :  above  the  pubes,  and 
on  the  sacral  spine,  the  parts  being  first  well  reddened  by  mustard, 
or  absorption  being  quickened  by  the  action  of  the  battery.  The  oil 
silk,  placed  over  the  part,  also  prevents  too  rapid  evaporation  of  the 
Tincture. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  the  application  of  the  galvanic  cur- 
rent in  disunited  fractures,  has  also  been  found  serviceable — the  prin- 
ciple of  its  action  is  mentioned  above.  In  these  cases  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  tissues,  for  some  distance  around  the  broken  bone, 
suffer  equally,  in  many  instances,  with  the  part  which  is  the  immediate 
seat  of  the  injury,  requiring  the.  process  of  repair  in  themselves,  before 
provisional  ossific  deposition  can  take  place,  whilst  frequently  pus  is 
washing  over  and  slowly  dissolving  the  extremities  of  the  fractured 
bone.  C38  Broadway. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  OPIUM  TRADE, 

As  carried  on  between  India  and  China,  by  Nathan  Allen,  M.  D. 
Lowell,  Massachusetts. 

Opium,  as  is  well  known,  is  the  production  of  the  plant  Papaver 
Somniferum,  called  in  English,  the  Poppy.  This  plant  was  originally 
a  native  of  Persia,  but  is  now  found  growing  as  an  ornamental  plant 
in  gardens  throughout  the  civilized  world.  It  is  most  extensively 
cultivated  in  India,  where  it  is  estimated  that  more  than  100,000  acres 
of  the  rich  plains  of  that  country  are  occupied  for  this  purpose,  giv  ing 
employment  to  many  thousands  of  men,  women,  and  children.  Its 
cultivation  throughout  is  very  simple.  The  seed  is  sown  in  Novem- 
ber, and  the  juice  is  collected  during  a  period  of  about  six  weeks  in 
February  and  March.  The  falling  of  the  flowers  from  the  plant  is 
the  signal  for  making  incisions,  which  is  done  in  the  cool  of  the  even- 
ing, with  hooked  knives,  in  a  circular  manner,  around  the  capsules. 
From  these  incisions  a  white  milky  juice  exudes,  which  is  concreted 
into  a  dark  brown  mass  by  the  heat  of  the  next  day's  sun ;  and  this 
being  scraped  off  every  evening  as  the  plant  continues  to  exude,  it  con- 
stitutes opium  in  its  crude  state.  India,  it  is  said,  produces  sixty 
thousand  chests  of  opium  annually,  each  chest  varying  in  weight  from 
125  to  140  pounds. 

Two  of  the  principal  localities  for  the  cultivation  of  this  drug  in 
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Bengal  are  subject  to  the  East  India  Company,  and  the  manufacture 
and  traffic  in  it  is  a  strict  monopoly  of  the  government.  In  the  others, 
there  is  a  most  oppressive  system  of  espionage  established  over  the 
natives,  to  an  extent  which  throws  the  control  of  the  traffic  into  the 
hands  of  the  same  company.  On  that  which  was  raised  in  Malwa,  a 
province  lying  in  the  western  part  of  India,  beyond  the  East  India 
Company's  control,  and  which,  in  order  to  reach  Bombay,  the  princi- 
pal market,  has  to  pass  through  certain  territories  of  the  Company,  a 
Transit  duty  of  400  rupees  is  levied.  The  income  from  this  tax  in 
184G  was  £1,000,000,  which,  with  the  revenue  received  the  same 
year  at  Calcutta,  from  the  article,  makes  the  sum  total  of  income  to 
the  Company  from  it  £3,000,000. 

The  idea  of  sending  opium  from  Bengal  to  China  originated  in 
1767.  From  this  time  to  1794  the  trade  in  it  met  with  but  poor 
success.  In  the  latter  year  the  English  succeeded  in  stationing  one 
of  their  ships  laden  with  opium  at  Whampoa,  where  for  more  than  a 
year  she  lay  unmolested,  selling  out  her  cargo.  In  1821,  owing  to 
the  difficulties  attending  the  sale  at  these  places,  the  opium  merchants 
withdrew  all  their  vessels  from  Whampoa  and  Macao,  and  stationed 
them  under  shelter  of  Lintin  Island,  in  the  bay,  at  the  entrance  of 
Canton  river,  which  henceforth  became  the  seat  of  extensive  trade. — 
From  these  vessels  it  was  taken  in  Chinese  junks  and  smugglers'  boats, 
and  retailed  at  various  ports  along  the  shore.  In  1847,  it  is  said  about 
fifty  vessels  were  engaged  exclusively  in  this  trade,  besides  a  greater 
or  less  number  which  were  only  partially  freighted  with  the  drug. 

It  is  stated  that  two  and  a  half  millions  dollars  worth  of  opium  is 
annually  imported  into  Foo-chow,  from  whence  it  finds  its  way  into 
the  interior.  In  that  city  alone  there  were,  in  1848,  one  hundred 
houses  devoted  to  the  smoking  of  the  drug,  while  as  many  retailed 
the  poison  in  small  quantities. 

As  respects  the  progress  and  present  extent  of  the  trade,  it  is  said 
that  from  1794  to  1820,  the  amount  exported  to  China  varied  from 
3,000  to  7,000  chests  per  year.  In  1837  it  amounted  to  between 
39,000  and  40,000  chests,  valued  at  $25,000,000.  From  1838  to 
1842  the  trade  was  almost  entirely  interrupted  by  the  war  which 
grew  out  of  the  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  government  to 
suppress  it.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the  trade  was  resumed 
with  renewed  vigor.  For  the  year  1848,  the  amount  imported  into 
China  from  Bombay  was  19,111  chests,  and  from  Calcutta  30,000 
chests,  which,  at  an  average  of  $550  per  chest,  would  amount  to 
$32,000,000  expended  for  this  single  article  of  trade.  Then  the 
Chinese  pay  an  advance  on  this  sum  of  several  millions  more,  which 
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goes  into  the  hands  of  the  merchants  as  the  fruit  of  their  investment 
and  labors  in  the  trade. 

The  principal  use  made  of  opium  by  the  Chinese  is  in  the  form  of 
smoking,  a  practice  to  which  they  become  most  passionately  addicted. 
The  wealthier  orders  do  their  smoking  in  their  own  dwellings,  but  for 
the  poorer  classes  there  are  thousands  of  shops  fitted,  in  many  of  the 
Chinese  cities,  with  accommodations  expressly  for  smoking.  Many 
of  these  shops  are  represented  to  be  the  most  miserable  and  wretched 
places  imaginable.  Rev.  Mr.  Squire  of  the  Church  Missionary  So- 
ciety, says  of  them — "  Never,  perhaps,  was  there  a  nearer  approach 
to  hell  upon  earth  than  within  the  precincts  of  these  vile  hovels,  where 
gambling  is  likewise  carried  on  to  a  great  extent."  It  is  stated  that 
there  are  one  thousand  of  these  opium  shops  in  the  city  of  Amoy. 
All  classes  in  the  community  are  addicted  to  the  practice. 

The  effects  of  this  drug  upon  the  consumer  are  thus  described  by 
a  distinguished  Chinese  scholar :  "  It  exhausts  the  animal  spirits,  im- 
pedes the  regular  performance  of  business,  wastes  the  flesh  and  blood, 
dissipates  every  kind  of  property,  renders  the  person  ill-favored,  pro- 
motes obscenity,  discloses  secrets,  violates  the  laws,  attacks  the  vitals 
and  destroys  life."  This  statement  is  confirmed  by  other  natives,  and 
also  by  foreign  residents;  and  it  is  asserted  that  as  a  general  rule,  a 
person  does  not  live  more  than  ten  years  after  becoming  addicted  to 
the  use  of  this  drug. 

The  Chinese  government  have  made  strong  efforts  to  cut  off"  or 
restrict  the  traffic  in  this  drug.  Public  attention  was  directed  to  its 
injurious  effects  in  1799,  and  in  1809  an  edict  was  issued  requiring  all 
ships  discharging  their  cargoes  at  Whampoa,  to  give  bonds  that  they 
had  no  opium  on  board.  Still  more  stringent  laws  were  adopted  in 
1820.  In  1834  an  edict  was  issued,  declaring  that  the  injury  done 
by  the  influx  of  opium,  and  by  the  increase  of  those  who  inhaled  it, 
was  nearly  equal  to  a  general  conflagration,  and  denouncing  upon  the 
seller  and  smoker  of  the  poison  the  bastinado,  the  wooden-collar  im- 
prisonment, banishment,  confiscation  of  property,  and  even  death  by 
public  decapitation  or  strangulation.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  the 
trade  kept  increasing  until  at  length,  an  Imperial  Commissioner  was 
appointed,  clothed  with  the  highest  authority,  to  proceed  to  Canton 
and  endeavor  to  effect  an  utter  annihilation  of  the  trade.  In  carrying 
out  this  determination,  he  seized  and  destroyed  some  20,280  chests  of 
opium,  and  compelled  the  merchants  to  sign  a  bond  that  they  would 
forever  cease  trading  in  the  article. 

This  bold  and  decided  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioner 
led  to  the  war  with  England,  which  is  commonly  known  as  the  opium 
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war,  the  result  of  which  is  well  known  to  all  our  readers.  The  Chinese 
were  defeated,  and  subjected  to  terms  which  reflected  anything  but 
honor  upon  their  conquerors  ;  one  of  which  was  the  forcing  of  this 
traffic  upon  the  Chinese — a  traffic  which  they  had  always  considered 
contraband  and  illegal,  and  had  striven  by  every  means  in  their  power 
to  annihilate  and  protect  their  people  from.  When  urged  to  legalize 
the  trade,  the  Emperor  replied  in  these  memorable  words — "  It  is 
true,"  said  he,  "  I  cannot  prevent  the  introduction  of  the  flowing  poi- 
son; gain-seeking  and  corrupt  men  will,  for  profit  and  sensuality,  de- 
feat my  wishes  ;  but  nothing  will  induce  me  to  derive  a  revenue  from 
the  vice  and  misery  of  my  peo/j/e." 

'  One  result  of  the  war  was  the  ceding  of  the  island  of  Hong 
Kong  to  the  English.  In  this  island,  after  passing  into  the  hands  of 
the  victors,  the  trade  in  opium  was  legalized,  and  twenty  shops  for 
its  sale  immediately  licensed,  within  gun  shot  of  the  Chinese  Empire, 
where  such  an  offence  is  punishable  with  death.  Thus  the  war,  in- 
stead of  putting  an  end  or  check  to  the  system,  through  the  cupidity 
of  the  English,  resulted  in  affording  greater  facilities  than  ever  for  its 
prosecution.  The  Chinese  dare  not  impose  the  penalties  affixed  to  a 
violation  of  their  laws  restricting  the  trade,  which  have  never  been 
abrogated  or  repealed,  for  fear  that  if  they  should  do  so  it  might 
be  made  the  ground  work  for  another  war,  which  would  result  in 
their  being  despoiled  of  still  larger  portions  of  their  territory  and 
possessions. 

It  is  stated  upon  the  highest  authority,  that  the  British  government 
in  India  could  not  be  sustained  without  the  immense  revenues  derived 
from  this  trade.  This  revenue  for  the  last  six  years,  it  is  said,  has 
amounted  to  nearly  $80,000,000.  It  is  also  estimated  that  the  im- 
mense sum  of  $400,000,000  of  specie  has  been  drained  from  China  to 
pay  for  this  single  article  alone,  within  the  last  half  century.  That 
this  pernicious  contraband  traffic  is  upheld  mainly  by  the  British  go- 
vernment, through  its  agent,  the  East  India  Company,  all  are  aware  ; 
and  the  stain  which  its  conduct  towards  the  Chinese,  in  forcing  this 
"flowing  poison"  upon  them,  is  held  up  to  the  detestation  of  the  civ- 
ilized world.  Money,  not  morality,  has  been  its  governing  principle, 
and  to  increase  its  own  resources  and  power,  it  has  legalized  and  up- 
held this  traffic,  which  is  destroying,  morally,  socially,  and  politically, 
the  whole  Chinese  nation ;  and  which  threatens  to  blot  it  out  from 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Well  might  we  inquire,  what  must 
be  the  verdict  of  future  generations,  as  they  peruse  the  history  of 
these  wrongs  and  outrages  1  Will  not  the  page  of  history  which  now 
records  £20,000,000  as  consecrated  on  the  altar  of  humanity  to  eman- 
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cipate  800,000  slaves,  lose  all  its  splendor  and  become  positively  odi- 
ous, when  it  shall  he  known  that  this  very  money  was  obtained  from 
the  proceeds  of  a  contraband  traffic  on  the  shores  of  a  weak  and  de- 
fenceless heathen  empire,  at  the  sacrifice,  too,  of  millions  upon  mil- 
lions of  lives  1 


Selection®, 

A  Case  of  Traumatic  Tetanus— Recovery. 

BY  J.  J.  THVVEA.TT,  M.  D.,  PETERSBURG,  VA. 

Traumatic  tetanus  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  opprobia  of  the 
science  of  medicine.  A  more  humiliating  spectacle  cannot  perhaps  be 
presented  to  the  view  of  the  physician  than  a  case  of  this  fell  disease. 
The  exquisite  suffering,  often  intense  agony,  of  its  victims,  appeals 
strongly  to  the  sympathies  of  his  heart ;  and  the  knowledge  of  its  ex- 
treme fatality,  under  the  most  skillfully  directed  measures,  wounds 
his  professional  pride.  To  remove  this  opprobium  has  been  the  effort 
of  the  most  learned  and  distinguished  cultivators  of  the  science  from 
time  immemorial ;  for  tetanus  is  a  disease  of  great  antiquity. 

The  maxim,  "  Improbus  labor  vincet  omnia,"  has  been  nobly  and 
indefatigably  followed  by  the  profession.  We  desire  to  add  our 
humble  mite  in  encouraging  this  spirit  of  perseverance,  and,  so  far  as 
the  successful  treatment  of  one  case  can,  to  increase  the  confidence  in 
the  powers  of  the  healing  art. 

August. — Chappel,  a  colored  man,  aged  35,  while  engaged  in  work- 
ing on  the  Appomattox  railroad,  received  an  injury  which  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  the  first  and  second  phalanges  of  the  first  and  second  fin- 
gers of  the  left  hand.  About  ten  or  fifteen  days  after  the  reception  of 
the  injury,  the  wound  healing  kindly  by  the  process  of  granulation, 
he  was  seized  with  symptoms  of  tetanus;  and  on  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember I  found  him  in  the  following  condition  :  jaws  firmly  clinched ; 
rigidity  of  the  trunk  and  lower  extremities,  with  opisthotonos  ;  the 
recti  muscles  contracted  and  hard  ;  neck  stiff* ;  pain  in  the  right  side ; 
spasmodic  jerkings ;  pulse  quick  and  compressible ;  countenance 
anxious ;  tongue  furred  ;  cerebral  functions  natural.  He  was  directed 
to  be  extensively  cupped  along  the  spine,  and  ten  grains  of  calomel 
and  two  of  opium  at  bed  time. 

Sept.  17. — Symptoms  the  same;  had  had  no  sleep  during  the  night ; 
complains  of  pain  in  the  jaws  and  neck  ;  also  violent  pain  in  the 
lower  extremities,  accompanied  with  spasmodic  twitchings.  He  com- 
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plained  also  of  great  pain  in  the  right  side ;  directed  cups  to  the  side, 
a  stimulating  enema  and  one  of  the  following  pills  every  three  hours : 
I£Ext.  cannabis  indica,  grs.  xij.  Div.  in  pil.  No.  vj.  Warm  poultice 
to  the  abdomen,  and  six  grains  of  calomel  and  one  of  opium  at  night. 

The  wounded  fingers  were  kept  enveloped  in  a  warm  milk  and 
bread  poultice. 

Sept.  18. — No  alteration.  The  Indian  hemp  had  produced  no  effect, 
probably  on  account  of  its  inferior  quality  ;  the  spasms  were  more 
frequent,  and  gave  him  great  pain ;  his  jaws  were  so  clinched  that  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  that  nourishment  could  be  administered 
and,  for  the  first  time,  deglutition  was  affected.  His  head,  trunk  and 
lower  extremities  were  rigid  and  immovable  ;  countenance  indicated 
great  physical  suffering.  T£  Chloroform  3  j,  ol.  olivse  3  j.  M.  Liniment. 
To  be  rubbed  on  the  spine,  abdomen  and  extremities  morning  and 
night ;  thirty  drops  of  the  pure  chloroform  in  a  little  sweetened  water 
every  four  hours ;  a  poultice  of  stramonium  leaves  to  the  abdomen, 
and  the  following  powder  at  bed  time.  I£  Calomel,  grs.  vj,  morphine 
muriat.  grain  ^.  M. 

Sept.  19th. — This  morning  I  found  Chappel  free  from  pain  since 
his  attack  ;  had  slept  four  hours,  according  to  the  report  of  his  nurse; 
pulse  slower ;  less  spasmodic  action  in  the  limbs ;  continued  the  re- 
medies ;  diet,  beef  tea. 

Sept.  20th. — Condition  the  same ;  same  treatment. 

Sept.  21st. — Gums  slightly  touched  ;  rested  well  during  the  night; 
spasms  diminished  ;  can  open  his  mouth  wide  enough  to  get  a  small 
spoon  between  the  teeth  ;  pulse  80,  soft  and  compressible.  I  directed 
the  chloroform  to  be  more  extensively  rubbed  over  the  body  ;  the 
other  remedies  to  be  continued  ;  same  diet. 

Sept.  22d. — No  change  ;  treatment  the  same. 

Sept.  23d.— Ditto. 

Sept.  24th. — Chappel  was  better  to-day ;  can  open  his  mouth  suf- 
ficiently to  protrude  the  tip  end  of  his  tongue ;  can  move  and  flex  the 
right  leg;  sleeps  well;  the  spasmodic  jerkings  were  confined  to  one 
side ;  can  move  his  head  a  little ;  demands  more  to  eat ;  bowels 
slightly  constipated  ;  prescribed  an  enema  ;  discontinued  the  calomel; 
continued  the  chloroform ;  in  lieu  of  the  poultice,  his  abdomen  was 
covered  with  stramonium  leaves  steeped  in  hot  water ;  a  hot  pe- 
diluvium  at  night;  chicken  soup;  a  glass  of  brandy  toddy  during 
the  day. 

Sept.  25th. — No  change  ;  same  remedies. 
Sept.  26th. —  ditto. 

Sept.  27th. — In  addition  to  the  previous  remedies,  a  dose  of  calo- 
mel and  opium  at  bed  time. 
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Sept.  28th.' — Ha  was  now  completely  under  the  influence  of  mer- 
cury ;  can  protrude  his  tongue  about  an  inch ;  complains  of  no  pain ; 
rests  well.  The  spasms  were  continually  shifting  from  one  limb  to 
the  other,  and  from  one  side  to  the  other  ;  his  shirt  and  drawers  were 
saturated  with  the  chloroform  liniment ;  pulse  80  ;  appetite  good ; 
can  flex  both  of  his  legs.  Ordered  to  continue  the  chloroform  inter- 
nally twice  a  day,  and  use  the  liniment  only  on  the  parts  affected  with 
spasms  ;  nourishing  diet ;  the  other  remedies  continued. 

Sept.  29th. — Condition  the  same. 

Oct.  1st. — Had  rested  well  night  and  day  ;  can  open  his  jaws  about 
an  inch  ;  spasms  less  frequent ;  abdominal  walks  softer  ;  speech  and 
deglutition  natural ;  excellent  appetite  ;  trunk  less  bent ;  pulse  natural ; 
bowels  open.  He  was  ordered  to  take  the  cloroform  internally  twice 
a  day  ;  to  use  the  liniment  only  when  the  spasms  came  on ;  diet 
the  same. 

Oct.  3d. — Still  improving  ;  same  treatment. 
Oct.  5th. — Improvement ;  continued  the  remedies. 
Oct.  7th. — Bowels  slightly  confined  ;  ordered  a  dose  of  oil  and 
turpentine  ;  continued  the  chloroform  internally. 
Oct.  9th. — All  of  the  symptoms  better. 

Oct.  11th. — When  I  called  to  see  Chappel  to-day  I  found  him  sit- 
ting up  in  his  chair  ;  could  move  his  limbs,  and  open  his  mouth  wide 
enough  to  allow  us  to  examine  his  tongue  and  throat ;  abdomen  soft 
and  compressible  ;  pulse  75  ;  appetite  increased  ;  sleeps  well ;  bowels 
regular  ;  complains  of  no  pain,  but  greatly  of  fatigue  ;  directed  the 
chloroform  to  be  given  at  night,  and  the  liniment  to  be  used  only 
when  there  was  pain  and  spasm ;  stramonium  leaves  to  the  ab- 
domen ;  hot  salt  foot  bath  at  bed  time  ;  beef  and  chicken  for  diet ; 
brandy  toddy. 

Oct.  13th. —  Found  him  still  improving;  continued  the  same 
remedies. 

Oct.  15th. — He  is  now  able  to  sit  up  without  much  inconvenience; 
can  bend  the  body  without  pain  ;  looks  well,  and  appears  cheerful. 
From  this  date  he  rapidly  recovered ;  the  chloroform  was  given  at 
night  for  several  days.  He  is  now  walking  about ;  appears  well  in 
every  respect,  except  a  little  stiffness  of  the  joints. 

Remarks. — It  is  a  conceded  point  by  the  majority  of  patholo- 
gical observers,  that  the  seat  of  this  disease  is  in  the  spinal  canal. 
The  division  into  central  and  centripetal  tetanus,  made  by  Marshall 
Hall,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  most  judicious  and  comprehensive. 
By  central  tetanus,  the  disease  is  limited  to  the  spinal  canal  itself. 
Centripetal  tetanus,  corresponding  to  traumatic  tetanus  of  writers,  is 
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produced  by  lesions  of  the  nerves.  The  effect  of  the  lesion  is  conveyed 
to  the  spinal  marrow  by  the  excitor  nerves,  hence  by  reflex  action  to 
the  motor  nerves.  The  nature  of  the  disease  being  purely  nervous,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  results  of  dissection  are  vague  and 
unsatisfactory.-  Occasionally,  however,  traces  of  inflammation  are 
found  in  the  spinal  marrow.  Dr.  Reid,  for  instance,  found  "  great 
vascularity  and  an  effusion  of  blood  round  the  spinal  marrow  ;"  Dr. 
Brayne,  "  two  or  three  inches  of  the  inferior  dorsal  portion  of  the  spinal 
marrow  inflamed."  But,  according  to  Gendren  and  Ollivier,  these 
appearances  are  far  from  being  uniformly  seen. 

We  shall  not  occupy  time  by  detailing  the  various  remedies  which 
have  been  employed  in  the  treatment  of  tetanus.  All  have  failed. 
But  we  cannot  suppress  the  expression  of  the  opinion  that  this  failure 
may  be  attributed  to  a  too  great  reliance  and  persistence  in  the  use 
of  one  remedy.  We  have  seen  opium  carried  to  the  enormous  doses 
of  4  grains  every  three  hours.  What  were  the  consequences  ]  Ob- 
stinate constipation,  profound  narcotism,  without  any  curative  effect. 
We  have  seen  mercury  used  internally  and  externally  in  large 
quantities,  without  any  other  effects  than  deep  salivation,  ulceration 
and  general  mercurial  irritation  ;  and  thus  it  has  been  with  every 
other  remedy  of  reputation. 

Impressed  with  this  view,  we  endeavored,  in  the  management  of 
the  case  just  reported,  to  meet  the  following  indications  :  to  subdue 
imflammation  or  irritation,  allay  spasm  and  restore  defective  secret- 
ion, by  the  gradual  influence  of  remedies.  The  case  was  under  active 
treatment  for  three  or  four  weeks.  During  this  period,  he  was  cupped 
three  or  four  times,  took  internally  58  grains  of  calomel,  one  ounce 
and  a  half  of  chloroform  ;  and  eight  ounces  of  the  chloroform  liniment 
were  consumed  in  frictions.  His  bowels  were  never  allowed  to  be 
constipated.  The  wounded  fingers  were  kept  suppurating  during  the 
treatment. 

Gentle  ptyalismwas  kept  up  for  weeks.  What  effect  this  had,  ex- 
cept upon  the  secretory  organs,  we  are  unable  to  say.  It  may  have 
served  as  auxiliary  to  the  chloroform  in  allaying  nervous  irritability. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  many  distinguished  physicians,  that  the  constitu- 
tional influence  of  mercury  is  absolutely  necessary  to  subdue  nervous 

irritation  of  an  obstinate  character.  We  are  certain  that  it  cannot  be 
» 

trusted  alone  for  this  purpose. 

Chloroform. 

This  agent  acted  like  a  charm  ;  and  to  its  influence  we  attribute 
the  successful  issue  of  the  case. 
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Its  most  conspicuous  effects  were,  the  procurement  of  sleep,  reliev- 
ing pain,  and  tranquilizing  the  nervous  system. 

Its  influence  upon  the  spasmodic  actions  was  truly  astonishing.  We 
6aw,  upon  several  occasions,  the  spasmodic  jerkings  and  twitchings 
instantaneously  arrested  by  the  liniment. 

Chloroform  had  been  successfully  used  before  by  inhalation,  but  I 
have  seen  no  account  where  it  has  been  employed,  at  least  so  ex- 
tensively, by  external  frictions,  as  in  the  case  reported. 

We  have  essayed  to  give  as  accurate  a  history  of  the  case  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  It  remains  for  future  observations  to  con- 
firm or  reject  this  mode  of  administering  this  remedy. 

From  the  Stethoscope. 

A  Hit.  - 

"  What  did  Mr.  die  of? "  asked  a  neighbor.  "  Of  a  compli- 
cation of  disorders,"  replied  his  friend.  "  How  do  you  describe  a 
complication,  my  good  sir?"  "  He  died,"  rejoined  the  other,  "of  two 
physicians,  an  apothecary  and  a  surgeon."  Enough  to  render  a 
Coroner's  inquest  a  work  of  supererogation. 

Saline  Injections  for  the  Cure  of  Drunkenness. 

L'AbeilleMedicale  has  lately  published  a  note  by  Dr.  Lalaux,  on 
the  efficacy  of  injections  of  solution  of  culinary  salt  in  rapidly  dis- 
sipating the  most  serious  symptoms  of  intoxication.  M.  Lalaux's 
enema  consists  of  two  good  tablespoonsful  of  salt  dissolved  in  four 
glasses  of  warm  water.  It  causes  a  formidable  shock  (debacle,)  after 
which  all  the  functions  resume  their  play.  This  remedy  has  the  ad- 
vantage over  ether  and  ammonia,  of  being  always  at  hand  :  in  a  case 
of  drunkenness,  we  had  lately  occasion  to  observe  that  it  is  more 
powerful  than  ammonia  in  causing  the  cessation  of  the  coma  which 
succeeds  intoxication  by  alcohol. 

Journal  de  Medecine  et  de  Chirurgie  Pratiques,  Feh.  1852,  p.  63. 

[Salt  and  water  were,  in  the  olden  time,  poured  down  the  throats 
of  the  Philisters  who  would  not  get  drunk.  It  is  a  merciful  retribu- 
tion which  now  awards  to  their  persecutors  their  own  remedy  in  a 
less  unpalatable  form.   We  should  be  glad  to  have  the  reports  of 

police  surgeons  upon  its  efficacy.]  Edinburgh  Monthly  Medical  Journal. 

Professional  Aphorisms. 

The  talented  editor  of  L'Union  Medicale,  Mr.  Latour,  lately  gave 
a  few  extremely  apposite  and  amusing  professional  aphorisms  in  one 
of  his  clever  feuilletons.  We  shall  just  extract  a  few  : 
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1.  Life  is  short,  the  making  of  a  practice  difficult,  and  professional 
brotherhood  deceptive.  2.  A  man's  practice  may  be  compared  to  a 
field  on  which  tact  acts  as  manure.  3.  A  medical  practice  may  be 
likened  to  a  flannel  waistcoat — neither  can  be  left  one  moment  with- 
out risk.  4.  The  practitioner  who  is  often  absent  runs  the  same 
danger  as  a  lover,  for  both  may  find  themselves  supplanted  on  their 
return.  5.  Take  great  care  of  your  first  patients,  ye  beginners  !  for 
these  are  the  seed  from  which  your  practice  is  to  spring.  G.  When  a 
medical  man  wants  to  get  rid  of  a  troublesome  patient,  he  need  but 
Bend  in  his  bill.  7.  The  practitioner  who  expects  his  reward  from  the 
gratitude  of  his  patients,  may  be  likened  to  the  countryman  who 
waited,  in  order  to  cross  the  river,  until  the  waters  had  done  flow- 
ing. 8.  To  ask  an  exorbitant  fee  always  redounds  to  the  disgrace 
of  the  profession.  A  wealthy  patient,  who  was  asked  an  enormous 
sum  by  a  surgeon,  after  an  operation,  answered,  "  You  ought  to 
have  said  at  first,  '  Your  money  or  your  life.'  "  9.  When  the  blind 
credulity  of  the  public  in  medical  matters  is  considered,  one  does 
not  wonder  that  there  are  so  many  quacks  and  impostors,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  there  are  still  so  many  upright  medical  men. 
10.  Consultations  are  either  very  useful  or  dangerous,  just  as  the 
medical  attendant  knows  how  to  manage.  It  is  foolish  to  have 
recourse  to  them  too  often,  but  still  more  foolish  to  reject  them 
altogether.  Don't  wait  until  the  friends  of  the  patient  ask  for  a 
consultation ;  but  don't  talk  of  a  consultation,  if  you  think  that  the 
issue  will  be  favorable.  11.  It  is"  not  an  easy  task  to  come  out 
of  a  consultation  without  being  a  little  lowered  in  the  estimation 
of  the  patient  and  his  friends ;  the  more  so  as  there  are  physicians 
or  surgeons  who,  with  the  utmost  urbanity,  throw  out  perfidiously 
concealed  hints,  which  the  practitioner  should  immediately  take  up, 
and  boldly  insist  upon  a  clear  statement.  12.  A  consultation  is  very 
often  a  sort  of  note-of-hand,  drawn  by  the  usual  attendant  upon  a 
patient,  for  the  benefit  of  the  physician  called  in  to  give  his  opinion. 

Correspondence. 

[The  following  letter  deserves  republication  here.  We  copy  it 
from  the  Western  Lancet,  of  Cincinnati.] 

New-York,  Dee.  6th,  1852. 

Dear  Sir  : — A  stray  number  of  the  Western  Lancet  having  reach- 
ed me  by  the  courtesy  of  some  unknown  friend,  I  immediately  felt 
a  penchant  for  writing  for  your  columns  somewhat  of  the  sayings 
and  doings  of  the  doctors  in  this  region ;  if  I  can  find  any  thing  in 
the  medical  atmosphere  which  will  be  likely  to  interest  your  readers, 
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•who,  if  like  I  was  when  a  western  man,  may  be  curious  to  know  tho 
news  and  even  the  gossip  of  New- York. 

There  will  be  little  method  in  my  letters,  and  hence  you  must 
expect  me  to  be  desultory,  yet  you  shall  have  the  truth  sans  peur,  et 
sans  reproche,  and  may  do  what  you  please  with  it. 

And,  first,  of  Quackery,  here,  there  is  no  end,  and  though  you 
may  have  thought  that  Cincinnati  is  "  the  paradise  of  Quacks,"  yet 
your  specimens  are  only  a  feeble  imitation  of  those  flourishing  in 
New- York,  either  in  numbers,  variety,  or  enormity  of  imposture. 
The  most  successful  are  those  who  hold  the  diplomas  of  medical  col- 
leges, and  under  this  shelter  throw  themselves  before  the  public  as 
having  been  converted  from  the  "old  school"  after  proving  by  experi- 
ence that  there  is  nothing  good  "  in  allopathy,"  and  have  hence  be- 
come Homceopathists.  They  forget  to  tell,  however,  that  to  a  man, 
they  found  "  allopathy  "  in  their  hands  a  starving  business,  and  that 
they  despaired  of  bread  unless  they  took  refuge  in  some  device  of 
Quackery.  And  they  even  claim  merit,  as  they  say,  for  having  gone 
only  so  far  as  Homoeopathy,  which  they  call  the  most  respectable  sect 
of  the  irregulars !" 

One  or  more  of  these  choice  spirits  has  taken  upon  him  foreign 
airs,  cultivated  huge  whiskers,  mustaches,  imperial,  goatee,  and  all ; 
distorted  and  deformed  the  hair  of  the  head  to  resemble  a  wig ; 
mounted  spectacles  and  eyeglass ;  sported  a  variety  of  carriages  and 
horses  and  servants,  in  the  style  of  the  pink  of  aristocracy ;  and  in 
habits  of  living,  eclipsed  all  his  neighbors.  He  announces  splendid 
preparations  for  office  business  during  the  hours  for  which  he  sits  in 
state,  with  rich  ornamental  gown,  corded  and  tasselled  in  the  latest 
French  fashion,  with  slippers  of  gold  lace,  and  smoking  cap  similarly 
decorated.  Having  arranged  it  with  certain  quasi  patients  to  call, 
and  as  decoy  ducks,  draw  up  a  line  of  carriages  in  front  of  his  door, 
his  liveried  man  servant  introduces  each  stranger  into  his  front  room, 
whence  one  by  one  the  patients  pass  in  rotation  to  a  middle  cham- 
ber, where  two  secretaries  are  seated  at  a  long  table,  to  whom  the 
symptoms  are  to  be  disclosed  and  then  recorded,  when,  with  the  manu- 
script in  hand,  they  are  ushered  into  the  august  presence  of  the  Con- 
juror, whose  hand  being  "crossed  with  gold,"  now  reads  the  symp- 
toms, and  like  "Sir  Oracle,  opens  his  mouth,"  and  prescribes  the  mys- 
tical antidote.  Unless,  indeed,  the  aid  of  his  female  Clairvoyant  is 
necessary  to  look  at  the  "  insides  "  to  detect  the  malady,  for  which 
an  additional  half  eagle  is  demanded.  But  as  many  cases  are  beyond 
her  art,  and  the  patient  becomes  impatient  for  relief,  the  mountebank 
postpones  farther  treatment  until  "  the  spirits  are  consulted "  by  the 
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"  circle  of  rappers "  which  statedly  meet  for  the  purpose  "  in  the 
witching  time  of  night,"  when  the  "  mediums  "  partake  of  the  good 
cheer  of  the  Doctor's  hospitality,  and  knock  out  the  infinitesimal  drugs 
which  his  patients  require. 

This  is  but  one  species  of  the  genus,  of  which  there  are  several 
here  of  greater  or  less  identity,  and  all  of  them  enjoying  patronage 
and  pelf. 

I  shall  describe  others  of  the  fraternity  in  a  future  epistle,  when 
I  shall  possess  myself  of  the  particulars,  as  in  this  case,  from  a  living 
witness,  who  went  incog,  to  the  conjurer  to  see  what  was  to  be  seen. 

Meanwhile  1  will  relieve  your  wonder  that  the  exposure  of  these 
charlatans  on  the  spot  does  not  annihilate  them.  There  are,  it  is  true, 
four  of  the  medical  press  here,  but  except  Dixon,  of  the  Scalpel,  they 
all  put  themselves  on  their  dignity,  and  if  they  allude  to  the  quacks, 
all  seem  to  be  afraid  of  soiling  their  fingers.  Dixon  does  sometimes 
let  out  upon  these  gentry  in  fine  style,  but  his  blows  fail  of  their 
effect  by  their  comicality.  Then  we  have  a  Medical  Gazette,  and 
Journal  of  Health,  from  whose  editors,  it  might  be  expected  that  no 
quarter  would  be  given  to  the  quacks.  But  Keese  is  too  busy  for  so 
small  game,  while  he  is  so  much  in  earnest  in  battelling  with  the 
quack  professors,  whom  he  judges  to  be  the  authors  of  all  the  inferior 
quackery,  by  degrading  medical  education  into  a  mere  trade,  and  de- 
preciating diplomas  by  offering  them  like  "  meat  in  the  shambles," 
turning  their  school  into  a  market  place ;  and  he  seems  resolved  to 
overturn  the  tables  of  the  money-changers.  Hence  he  lets  the  lower 
order  of  quacks  go  "  scot  free,"  while  he  belabors  the  false  pretences 
of  the  University  school,  their  plagiarisms,  advertisements,  and  un- 
worthy traps  to  catch  students.  And  as  to  the  old  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine here,  Dr.  Purple  is  too  grave  and  dignified  to  do  battle  for  or 
against  any  body,  keeping  always  in  the  beaten  track.  And  so  far  as 
1  have  seen,  the  Times,  which  is  the  new  journal,  not  a  word  is  said 
of  the  quacks,  possibly  for  fear  of  giving  them  notoriety,  a  mistaken 
policy  by  the  way.  For  if  the  medical  press  were  to  speak  out  in 
plain  terms,  as  the  daily  press  does  in  reference  to  other  and  kindred 
public  impostors,  the  effect  would  be  felt  throughout  all  the  ranks  of 
quackery. 

As  to  the  medical  schools  here,  I  have  looked  into  them  all  now 
in  session.  The  old  college  seems  to  be  in  advance  this  year  of  both 
the  others,  their  old  building  being  well  filled  with  students.  Both 
the  others  have  new  and  spacious  buildings,  but  their  classes  taken 
together  I  should  think  would  not  equal  that  in  Crosby-street.  The 
University  school  is  better  attended  than  the  New- York  school,  which 
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last  has  been  opened  but  two  years.  I  should  suppose  that  in  the 
usual  way  of  making  catalogues,  the  proportion  of  students  in  the 
several  classes  would  stand  thus,  viz:  Old  College,  300, — University, 
150, — New  School,  100, — making  550  in  the  three  schools,  which  is 
said  to  be  more  than  usual  in  New-York,  though  I  had  supposed 
otherwise. 

There  are  several  Hospitals  here,  viz:  1.  The  New-York  Hos- 
pital in  Broadway,  averaging  some  300  patients; — 2.  the  Bellevue 
Hospital,  a  pauper  establishment,  averaging  500  patients ; — 3.  the 
Emigrants  Hospital,  averaging  1500  patients; — 4.  St.  Vincent's  Hos- 
pital, 50  patients ;  besides  the  several  Hospitals  in  the  neighborhood, 
at  Quarantine,  Blackwell's  Island,  &c.  A  new  Hospital  is  about  com- 
mencing called  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  to  be  founded  by  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

At  most  of  the  Hospitals,  dispensaries,  infirmaries,  &c.  of  which 
there  arc  many,  Clinical  lectures  are  in  progress  by  the  physicians 
and  surgeons  in  attendance,  to  which  all  students  have  access. 

I  have  thus  hastily  sent  you  a  few  scraps,  and  if  my  disinterested 
narrative  is  acceptable  you  shall  hear  from  me  again,  possibly  as 
often  as  once  a  month.  Yours,  &c. 

WESTERN. 

Homoeopathic  Delusion. 

Mr.  Headland,  in  his  recent  work  on  the  action  of  medicines  on 
the  system,  thus  notices  this  transcendental  humbug  : — 

"  The  rule  of  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann  is,  Similia  similibus 
curantur  ;  or,  diseases  are  to  be  cured  by  remedies  which  shall  pro- 
duce effects  similar  to  them.  Now,  if  this  were  the  case  the  majority 
of  disorders  would  be  hopelessly  incurable.  We  know  of  no  medi- 
cines that  are  capable  of  producing  such  affections  as  ague,  small  pox, 
or  phthisis;  and  when  such  remedies  are  known,  their  employment 
would  certainly  be  singularly  objectionable.  Who  would  administer 
strychnia  in  tetanus,  opium  in  congestion  of  the  brain,  or  irritants  in 
gastrodynia  1  The  arguments  alleged  in  support  of  the  theory  are  of 
the  most  fallacious  kind.  For  example,  it  is  said  that  diaphoretics 
cured  the  sweating  sickness,  and  purgatives  are  given  with  advantage 
in  diarrhoea,  on  the  homoeopathic  principle.  But  it  should  be  observ- 
ed that  the  sweating  in  one  case,  and  diarrhoea  in  the  other,  are  the 
attempts  of  Nature  to  get  rid  of  the  disease  by  eliminating  a  poison ; 
and  that,  in  seconding  these  attempts,  we  are  availing  ourselves  of  an 
agency  which  does  not  resemble  the  disease,  but  is  like  to  the  natural 
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mode  of  cure.  Such  treatment  depends,  in  fact,  upon  the  principle 
which  will  have  to  be  considered  next  in  order.  The  homoeopathists 
would  work  a  strange  revolution  in  the  materia  medica.  Charcoal, 
6ilica,  and  other  substances  supposed  to  be  inert,  appear  as  remedies 
of  wonderful  efficacy.  It  is  said  that  belladonna  produces  a  state  like 
scarlatina,  and  also  a  condition  resembling  hydrophobia,  and  thus 
cures  both  of  these  disorders.  Of  these  three  propositions,  it  is  al- 
most needless  to  say  that  all  are  equally  erroneous.  Further,  an  ex- 
perimental trial  of  this  principle  was  made  by  Andral  on  a  large  num- 
ber of  patients  at  the  Academie  in  Paris,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
homoeopathists  themselves.  The  medicines  were  carefully  and  fairly 
administered,  but  in  no  one  instance  were  they  successful." 

Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  November  20,  1852. 

Empirical  Medicines. 

Dr.  Daniel  J.  Macgowan,  a  respectable  Missionary  Physician, 
stationed  at  Ningpo,  in  China,  has  forwarded  the  following  note  for 
publication,  as  expressive  of  his  indignation  at  seeing  his  name  gratui- 
tously published  in  connection  with,  and  in  commendation  of  Jayne's 
empirical  medicines  ;  and  says :  "  As  for  my  professional  reputation, 
it  behoves  me  to  be  as  jealous  of  that  as  if  I  was  again  a  practitioner 
in  New- York  ;  and  I  am  as  anxious  as  any  man  need  be,  to  stand  well 
with  my  professional  brethren." 

Note. — The  undersigned  has  seen  with  regret,  that  his  name  has 
been  employed,  without  his  consent,  in  commendation  of  certain  ad. 
vertised  quack  remedies,  and  cannot  but  designate  it  as  a  base  and 
sordid  trick  practised  upon  him,  which  does  him  no  small  injury  at 
home.  In  self-justification,  therefore,  he  adopts  this  public  method  of 
denying  that  he  ever,  in  any  way,  recommended  quack  remedies,  and 
of  denouncing  the  liberty  thus  taken. 

Daniel  J.  Macgowan, 

Ningpo,  China,  March,  1852.  Medical  Newa. 


Our  original  department  of  this  week  contains  the  promised  article 
on  the  treatment  of  Epilepsy  by  Professor  Green,  which  has  been 
furnished  at  our  request,  before  the  case  reported  has  terminated.  Its 
progress  is  full  of  interest,  and  in  a  future  number,  the  result  will  be 
forthcoming. 
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Dr.  Trenor's  paper  on  the  discovery  of  Dr.  Iluhlihen ;  Dr. 
Dew  cos's  article  on  the  use  of  Galvanism,  and  Dr.  Allen's  on  the 
opium  tralic,  are  all,  novel  and  important. 

Small  Pox  in  New-York. 

We  invite  the  public  attention  to  the  following  humane  and  truth- 
ful publication,  lately  made  by  Dr.  Wm.  Kelly,  who  is  the  physician 
having  charge  of  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  on  Blackwell's  Island. 

"  The  Small  Pox  Hospital  is  a  department  of  the  Alms  House.  It 
is  this,  and  nothing  more.  One  would  suppose  that  a  Small  Pox  Hos- 
pital, especially  in  a  great  city  like  New- York,  would  be,  in  its  design 
and  operation,  a  Pest  House,  efficient  in  the  way  of  delivering  from 
the  spread  of  a  most  loathsome  and  fatal  contagion.  But  it  is  no  such 
tiling.  It  serves  merely  for  the  accommodation  of  the  poor,  and  of 
those  who  can  find  no  other  accommodation  when  they  chance  to  get 
the  small  pox,  just  as  Bellevue  Hospital  would  serve  for  their  accom- 
modation should  they  get  Typhus  Fever. 

"  It  looks  only  to  the  care  of  the  individual,  and  not  at  all  to  the 
protection  of  the  community.  No  accommodations  are  furnished  here, 
but  such  as  are  in  keeping  with  the  "  Poor  House."  Indeed  I  am  not 
persuaded  but  that  this  hospital  incidentally  contributes  to  spread  (he 
disease.  Many  of  the  patients  come  up  in  the  omnibuses,  when,  these 
vehicles  are  full  of  passengers  !  They  cover  their  faces,  and  thus  dis- 
guise their  complaint. 

"  Others  come  up  in  one  of  the  carriages  that  stand  at  different 
parts  of  the  city.  These  carriages,  perhaps  the  next  hour,  drive  about 
some  unsuspecting  and  unprotected  citizen,  who,  twelve  days  after- 
wards breaks  out  in  a  most  unaccountable  way  with  the  small  pox. 
There  are  many  evils  connected  with  this  hospital  which  it  becomes 
the  public  to  correct. 

"The  fact  that  while  there  are  as  many  as  sixty  patients  in  the 
house,  there  are  accommodations,  such  as  they  are,  for  not  more  than 
twenty  !  undoubtedly  increases  the  bill  of  mortality." 

Such  are  the  facts,  so  disgraceful  to  the  city  authorities,  which 
for  years  past  have  been  repeated  in  endless  iteration  by  the  late 
Commissioner,  Resident  Physician,  and  the  Grand  Juries,  without 
ever  having  attracted  the  least  notice  from  the  Common  Council  or 
from  the  "  Ten  Governors,"  and  hence  the  health  and  lives  of  many 
of  our  best  citizens  have  been  sacrificed,  distinguished  strangers  vic- 
timized while  here,  and  this  loathsome  pestilence  transmitted  to  other 
and  remote  parts  of  the  country,  and  all  for  want  of  a  Pest  House  or 
Small  Pox  Hospital,  fit  for  the  reception  of  human  beings,  instead  of 
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that  which  now  continually  serves  to  spread  the  disease,  for  nobody 
would  enter  it  or  remain  in  it  an  hour  except  under  compulsion.  And 
hence  cases  are  concealed  perennially  all  over  the  city,  to  escape  the 
dread  alternative,  thus  hazarding  the  lives  of  whole  neighborhoods. 

It  is  in  vain  to  expect  any  improvement  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
Quarantine  laws,  while  all  the  vigilance  and  fears  of  the  Health  offi- 
cer is  wasted  upon  fruitless  restriction,  upon  commerce  to  keep  out 
Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  and  other  non-contagious  diseases.  And  this 
while  Small  Pox  is  suffered  to  come  up  to  the  city;  is  exhibited  on 
parade  at  the  Emigrant's  office,  amidst  the  crowds  who  throng  the 
Park,  many  of  whom  are  unprotected  ;  and  such  patients  are  sent  up 
to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  in  Cars,  Omnibuses  and  Hacks,  the  source 
of  most  of  the  cases  originating  here. 

We  have  often  been  eye  witnesses  to  this  outrage  in  our  public 
vehicles,  and  are  cognizant  of  more  than  one  fatal  case  in  the  higher 
walks  of  life,  and  many  among  the  poor,  which  were  thus  contracted. 
And  we  have  it  from  good  authority  that  Senator  Upham's  case  lately 
proving  fatal  at  Washington,  can  only  be  traced  to  this  source.  Whe- 
ther the  pestilence  has  not  been  thus  introduced  to  the  Federal  city 
may  not  yet  be  affirmed  but  is  highly  probable,  and  the  precautions 
taken  with  the  body  after  death  were  under  medical  advice,  judiciously 
given  by  men  who  understood  the  subject. 

We  regret  to  see  a  column  of  miserable  twaddle  in  the  N.  Y. 
Daily  Times,  signed  Medicus,  and  which  must  have  been  imposed 
upon  the  editors  for  no  other  purpose  that  we  can- see,  than  to  foist 
upon  them  a  long  extract  from  a  late  anniversary  oration,  and  this 
wholly  inapposite  and  irrelevant.  If  the  writer  had  any  other  object 
it  would  seem  to  be  the  mischievous  one  of  diminishing  the  settled 
views  of  the  community  as  to  the  contagiousness  of  Small  Pox,  by 
condemning  the  precautions  which  this  extreme  view,  as  he  regards 
it,  prompted  in  the  case  of  the  late  Senator  of  Vermont.  This  design 
betrays  a  lamentable  ignorance  of  the  subject,  and  consequent  perver- 
sion of  the  truth  which  it  concerns  every  body  to  know. 

Small  Pox  is  not  to  be  compared,  as  this  writer  asserts,  with  "  other 
diseases  of  a  catching  nature,"  for  its  contagion  to  the  unprotected 
is  more  certain,  more  rapid,  and  more  fatal  than  any  other  malady 
known  to  physicians,  and  this  is  so  generally  conceded  that  scarcely 
any  medical  authority,  worthy  the  name,  has  held  or  taught  the  con- 
trary. And  while  every  proper  precaution  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
its  spread  from  the  living  or  the  dead  with  Small  Pox,  all  can  be 
effected  without  violating  any  of  the  dictates  of  humanity,  as  is  now 
proved  to  have  been  done  in  the  case  of  Senator  Upham. 
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But  we  must  record  our  protest  against  comparing  Small  Pox 
with  Typhus  Fever,  or  any  other  fever  which  "Mcdicus"  calls  "  catch- 
ing." There  is,  there  can  be  no  analogy,  for  the  cases  have  no  parallel. 
Take  a  case  of  Typhus  fever  into  a  pure  atmosphere,  and  whether  the 
patient  live  or  die,  no  one  can  by  any  possibility  catch  it.  But  take  a 
case  of  Small  Pox  any  where  upon  the  wide  earth,  even  to  the 
summit  of  the  Alps,  and  if  doctors,  nurses,  relatives  or  friends  are 
exposed  to  the  exhalations  from  the  body,  living  or  dead,  they  will 
contract  the  disease  by  contagion,  unless  they  have  been  protected  by 
previous  infection,  either  natural  or  artificial,  or  unless  vaccination  has 
rendered  them  proof  against  it.  The  exceptions  are  so  few  as  only  to 
prove  the  rule. 

Life  Insurance. 

It  is  well  known  that  our  American  Life  Insurance  Companies  are 
obliged  to  base  all  their  transactions  upon  Life-Tables,  constructed  from 
data  taken  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  This  necessity  is  im- 
posed upon  them  by  the  absence  of  any  reliable  statistics,  derived 
from  the  Registration,  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  in  any  part 
of  the  United  States,  without  which,  the  revelations  of  the  Census 
constitute  an  insufficient  guide. 

In  the  State  of  Massachusetts  the  work  of  Registration  has  been 
undertaken  and  committed  to  the  State  Department.  The  10th  Re- 
gistration Report  is  before  us,  prepared  by  Josiah  Curtis,  M.  D.  for 
the  year  1S51.  The  law,  as  amended  and  improved  by  the  act  of 
1849,  seems  to  be  very  generally  obeyed,  and  the  approximation  al- 
ready made  toward  a  complete  and  accurate  return  from  every  part 
of  the  State  furnishes  statistics  sufficiently  extensive  for  deducing 
very  reliable  conclusions.  The  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has 
taken  the  lead  in  this  good  work,  and  her  example  has  prompted 
efforts  in  several  of  the  States ;  but,  as  in  New- York,  with  very  little 
success,  owing  to  defects  in  the  laws,  and  failure  in  their  execution. 
Will  not  our  present  legislature  wipe  off  this  reproach  % 

As  this  voluminous  report  cannot  be  transferred  to  our  limited 
sheet,  we  content  ourselves  with  the  following  .extracts,  viz. : — 

"  It  is  not  too  much  to  claim  for  these  vital  statistics,  so  far  as  they 
go,  the  same  precision  and  importance  which  is  awarded  to  the  statis- 
tical information  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  Registrar-General  of 
England.  Of  the  latter  it  has  been  justly  said  that  they  are  among 
the  most  interesting  and  instructive  documents  of  the  day.  They  are 
to  us  what,  in  an  inferior  degree,  the  Saxon  Chronicles  were  to  the  11th 
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and  12th  centuries.  They  engrave,  in  brief  but  expressive  phrases, 
the  national  vicissitudes,  prosperities,  trials,  and  calamities.  With 
those  faithful  and  unerring  indices,  marriages  and  deaths,  the  Registrar- 
General  measui-es  the  robustness  of  national  vigor,  or  proves  the  depth 
of  national  suffering.  Backed  by  those  ranks  of  expressive  figures, 
which  permit  no  exaggeration,  and  are  susceptible  of  no  fallacy,  he 
presents  to  us  a  true  picture  of  the  present  condition  of  our  country 
and  nation.  No  political  creed  conceals  the  facts  or  perverts  their 
meaning.  No  unjust  law  orders  the  distortion  of  half  the  truth  by 
the  concealment  of  the  other  half.  These  reports  are,  indeed,  some- 
thing more  than  current  history  ;  they  are  the  judgments  of  the  time 
upon  itself;  and  untinctured  as  they  are  by  party  spirit,  and  unswayed 
by  personal  considerations,  those  judgments  are  as  true  and  faithful 
as  those  of  future  times  can  be."* 

"  Of  our  own,  it  has  been  said  by  a  writer  on  public  health,  just 
previous  to  the  publication  of  our  eighth  report,  (the  first  under  the 
new  law,)  which  presents  many  decided  advancements  over  its  prede- 
cessors under  the  old  law,  that  "  the  registration  of  every  case  of  death, 
with  the  attending  circumstances  of  age,  sex,  locality,  diseases,  &c.  is 
of  great  importance.  These  are  a  portion  of  the  facts  by  which  the 
sanitary  condition  of  a  people  is  made  known;  and  without  which, 
sanitary  science  is  impossible.  An  accurate  record  of  births  and  mar- 
riages is  equally  indispensable.  Like  the  three  quantities  which  the 
geometer  demands  for  the  construction  of  a  triangle,  they  form  the 
three  great  facts,  without  which  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  people 
cannot  be  determined.  Notwithstanding  the  registration  laws  which 
have  existed  for  some  years  in  Massachusetts,  the  returns  made  under 
them  were  very  deficient.  Within  the  last  few  years,  however,  the 
laws  have  been  revised,  and  these  facts,  which  are  so  important  to  the 
welfare  of  the  State,  are  at  present  recorded  almost  with  the  accuracy 
of  the  English  Registration  system."  f "   *    *'  * 

Again  : 

"  The  Registrar-General  in  his  Tenth  Annual  Report  says  :  "  In  the 
first  Annual  Report  from  this  office,  in  1839,  the  mortality  in  32  dis- 
tricts of  London  was  calculated,  and  it  was  shown  that  in  1837  the 
mortality  increased  from  18  in  the  healthiest  districts,  to  32  and  39  in 
the  crowded  and  poor  districts  ;  and  as  wages  arc  better,  and  the  food 
more  substantial  in  London  than  the  families  of  agricultural  laborers 
enjoy,  the  source  of  high  mortality  in  cities  was  traced  to  the  insalu- 

*  Brit,  anil  For.  Med.  Chi  rur.  Review.    January,  1830;  pp.  216,  217, 
t  North  Am.  Rev.  July,  1851,  pp.  125,  126. 
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brity  of  the  atmosphere,  the  causes  of  which  were  enumerated.  The 
six  Reports  which  followed  contained  more  information  on  the  subject; 
and  in  connection  with  the  census,  fully  established  the  early  opinions 
of  the  influence  of  air,  water  and  locality  on  health,  and  the  principle 
that  the  mortality  has  a  tendency  to  increase  as  the  population  in- 
creases, but  that  the  unhealthy  tendency  can  be  counteracted  by  arti- 
ficial agencies  ;  in  other  words,  that  the  mortality  of  cities  in  England 
is  high,  but  that  it  may  be  immeasurably  reduced.  *  *  * 
All  doubt  must  be  dissipated  by  the  present  complete  series  of  facts, 
which  embraces  all  the  elements  required  in  statistics  to  determine  the 
mortality  and  duration  of  life."  And  again,  upon  well  tested  data, 
he  assures  the  public  "  that  the  numbers  constantly  sick  in  London, 
were  122,000,  and  the  annual  attacks  of  sickness  more  than  1,220,000, 
during  the  seven  years  1838-44.  The  annual  attacks  of  sickness  would 
have  been  at  least  350,000  less,  and  the  number  constantly  sick  would 
have  been  35,000  less,  had  the  health  of  London  been  as  good  even  as 
that  of  Lewisham,  one  of  the  districts  within  its  own  limits."  "  But," 
he  continues,  "  not  to  take  an  extreme  view,  nor  to  be  too  sanguine — 
and  above  all  to  avoid  any  exaggeration — let  us  set  down  the  deaths 
in  London  and  the  deaths  that  would  have  happened  had  the  mortality 
not  been  higher  than  it  was  in  Lewisham."  Here  follows  a  tabular 
statement  showing  that  the  excess  was  97,923  deaths  which  would 
not  have  occurred  had  the  whole  of  London  been  as  healthy  as  one  of 
its  own  districts.  Thus,  38  persons  die  daily  in  London  by  local  and 
removable  causes  which  the  Registrar  justly  observes  may  be  driven 
away  by  legislation.  "If  this  generation  has  not  the  power  to  call  the 
dead  from  their  graves,  it  can  close  thousands  of  graves  now  opening. 
The  poisonous  vapor  may  yet  clear  away  from  London,  and  from  all 
the  other  towns  in  the  kingdom  ; — some  of  the  sunshine,  pure  water, 
fresh  air,  and  health  of  the  country  may  be  given  to  the  grateful  in- 
habitants of  large  towns,  by  the  parting  voice  of  the  legislature." 

"  It  may  be  thought  foreign  to  introduce  results  in  England  as 
analogous  to  Massachusetts.  But  whatever  may  be  the  general  opin- 
ion, no  individual  can  give  much  attention  to  the  subject  here  who 
would  not  find  the  same  causes  insidiously  at  work  and  similar  results 
equally  manifest  in  Boston  and  our  other  cities,  as  those  which,  like 
a  destroying  angel,  are  afflicting  the  large  towns  in  the  many-citicd 
kingdom." 

On  the  subject  of  its  relations  to  Life  Insurance,  the  report  says 
"  William  Farr,  Esq.  in  a  letter  to  the  Registrar-General  of  Eng- 
land, to  be  found  in  his  Eighth  Report,  says:  — 

"  The  facts  collected  under  the  Registration  Act,  throw  light  on 
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the  causes  that  affect  the  health  of  the  people,  and  will  ultimately  lead 
to  the  diminution  of  sickness  and  the  extension  of  life.  This  is,  per- 
haps, their  most  important  use.  Next  to  it  in  interest  is  their  appli- 
cation to  the  purposes  of  Life  Insurance  ;  one  of  the  most  valuable 
discoveries  of  modern  times,  and  one  of  the  highest  branches  of  com- 
merce, which  may  be  said  to  have  originated  in  England,  and  has 
nourished  to  the  same  extent  in  no  other  country."  Various  tables, 
some  quite  correct  and  others  very  false,  have  been  erected  and 
adopted  by  the  english  insurance  companies.  American  insurance 
companies  have  adopted  the  rates  of  the  English  companies,  as  de. 
duced  from  the  tables,  showing  the  expectation  of  life,  or  after  life- 
time, as  it  is  more  properly  termed.  We  have  not  time  here  to  en- 
ter into  a  calculation  from  our  own  State  statistics  but  will  give  a 
synoptical  view  of  several  of  the  more  important  English  rates,  as 
follows: 


Annual  Life  Premiums  to  insure  £100  or  $100. 


English  Table. 

Carlisle 

Equitable 

Northampton 

Northampton 

Age. 

Table, 

experience 

true 

Table,  by 

Miiles. 

Females. 

(Milne.) 

Table. 

Table. 

Dr.  Price. 

20 

1.507 

1.555 

1.404 

1.517 

1.549 

2.179 

30 

2.054 

1.963 

1.952 

1.967 

2.067 

2.667 

40 

2.731 

2.575 

2.599 

2.687 

2.869 

3.398 

50 

3.873 

3.627 

3.622 

3.992 

4.202 

4.530 

60 

6.129 

5.734 

5.790 

6.302 

6.935 

6.366 

"  It  has  been  proved  that  Dr.  Price's  Northampton  table  is  incor- 
rect; and  it  will  be  perceived  above,  that  during  the  age  when  the 
greatest  number  of  life  insurances  are  effected,  that  the  premiums  de- 
manded are  much  too  high;  and  yet  it  is  used  by  some  companies 
abroad  and  perhaps  in  America. 

"The  only  life  insurance  company  in  this  country  whose  calcula- 
tions from  its  own  experience  have  fallen  under  our  notice,  is  the 
'  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New- York.'  The  actuary  of  that 
company,  in  his  report  to  the  board  of  trustees  in  February  1851, 
states,  from  data  of  much  reliance,  carried  through  an  experience  of 
eight  years,  that  in  the  northern  United  States  the  probabilities  of  liv- 
ing are  less  than  in  England.  He  has  constructed  a  table  in  which  he 
makes  a  comparison  between  the  mortality  per  cent,  of  all  those  re- 
siding north  of  the  southern  line  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  who  have 
been  assured  in  that  company  during  the  eight  years,  and  the  same  of 
all  those  whose  lives  have  been  assured  by  fifteen  English  companies 
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of  the  longest  experience.  The  greatest  difference  exists  among  those 
over  G5  years  of  age,  where  the  per  cent,  of  mortality  was  in  America 
8.98,  and  in  England,  5.18.  In  both  countries,  however,  the  mortali- 
ty takes  a  startling  stride  after  the  age  of  55  years,  above  that  of  those 
who  are  under  that  age.  The  general  results  are  '  not  such,'  says  the 
actuary,  'as  to  authorize  us  to  conclude  that  the  force  of  vitality  in 
this  portion  of  the  United  States  is  as  great  as  it  is  in  England.' 

"  This  fact  we  believe  is  generally  understood  by  those  interested 
in  life  assurance  among  us,  who  of  course  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly, or  spfier  accordingly  ;  or,  as  Mr.  Gill,  the  actuary  above  quoted 
states  it:  'These  results  present  as  yet,  no  reasonable  cause  of  alarm 
to  those  companies  whose  rates  of  assurance  allow,  as  the  rates  of  all 
companies  should  do,  a  sufficiently  large  margin  beyond  the  rates  ac- 
tually deduced  from  the  English  tables  of  mortality.  To  those  com- 
panies, however,  which,  on  the  unwarrantable  supposition  that  human 
life  is  better  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  than  it  is  in  Europe,  have 
made  their  rates  equal  to,  and  in  some  cases  less  than  those  actually 
resulting  ftom  the  [foreign]  tables,  these  results  are  a  sufficient  indi- 
cation that  unless  they  change  their  rates,  they  must  be  ultimately 
unable  to  fulfil  their  contracts.' 

"  Mr.  Gill,  the  intelligent  actuary  of  the  company,  from  whose  re- 
port we  make  the  above  remarks,  says :  '  It  is  a  well  known  result 
of  all  the  European  contributions  to  vital  statistics,  that  a  marked 
change,  the  causes  of  which  are  but  very  imperfectly  understood, 
takes  place-  in  the  law  of  mortality  about  the  age  of  55;  so  much  so 
that  Mr.  Farr,  in  constructing  the  'English  Life  Table'  for  the  Re- 
gistrar-General, actually  used  different  mathematical  laws  for  the  for- 
mation of  his  table  before  and  after  this  age,  and  this  period  has  been 
called  the  'break  of  life.'  He  terminates  his  report  with  the  follow- 
in"  counsel:  'These  considerations  induce  me  to  recommend  the 
trustees  to  confine  their  assurance  business,  so  far  as  the  issuing  of 
new  policies  is  concerned,  to  lives  below  the  age  of  56.' 

"  In  reverting  to  the  general  subject  of  the  mortality  of  the  State, 
we  at  once  observe  many  points  well  calculated  to  arrest  the  atten- 
tion of  every  true  philanthropist  and  real  statesman.  The  tables  show 
in  rugged  and  unmistakable  outlines  that  large  numbers  of  valuable 
-  lives  are  sacrificed  annually  in  the  State,  which,  with  proper  sanatory 
improvements,  that  could  readily  be  named,  might  have  been  saved. 
In  addition  to  this  actual  waste  of  life,  there  is  much  avoidable  sick- 
ness and  general  enervation  of  physical  energy,  the  amount  of  which 
it  is  hard  to  estimate.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  estimated  by  the  cele 
brated  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  that  the  temperance  cause  had  aug- 
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merited  the  physical  power  of  the  State  one-sixth.  If  a  reformatory 
change  in  the  habits  of  the  people  pertaining  to  a  single  article  as  a 
beverage  had  wrought,  or  was  capable  of  effecting  (and  no  true  phy- 
siologist will  hesitate  to  admit  it)  such  a  valuable  result,  what  arith- 
metic can  calculate  the  advantages  upon  the  public,  especially  in  our 
cities  and  more  densely  peopled  villages  of  a  complete  system  of 
health  measures,  such  as  it.is  within  the  province  of  legislators  to  re- 
quire, and  in  the  power  of  the  people  to  adopt.  Such,  however,  can- 
not be  expected  until  the  public  are  made  acquainted  with  the  lessons 
which  our  system  of  registration  is  teaching,  by  having  them  present- 
ed in  plain  and  comprehensive  language.  Not  these  alone,  but  our 
English  neighbors,  who  were  our  pioneers  in  laws  and  investigations 
upon  the  subject  of  public  health,  are  furnishing  annually  a  mass  of 
information  on  the  subject,  corroborative  of,  or,  rather,  they  are  so 
extensive  and  systematic  as  to  demonstrate  with  almost  mathemati- 
cal precision  the  truths  which  our  reports  shadow  forth. 

"  When  the  facts  on  this  subject  become  generally  known  among 
our  citizens,  as  they  have  been  presented  in  countries  abroad — Eng- 
land, France,  Germany,  Sweden,  Prussia,  &c.  &c.  they  cannot  fail  to 
awaken  public  sentiment  and  enlist  a  universal  interest  here,  as  it  has 
in  other  places."* 


Pathological  Inquiry. 

It  is  so  often  that  autopsic  inquiries  are  unproductive  of  any  val- 
uable result,  and  sometimes  so  confounding  to  the  practitioner  by  over- 
throwing his  diagnosis,  and  revealing  morbid  lesions  unsuspected  du- 
ring life,  that  the  question  has  bepn  mooted  whether  it  is  worth  while 
to  urge  upon  reluctant  relatives  to  permit  such  post  mortem  re- 
searches, unless  there  is  some  important  reason  for  investigation,  as  in 
certain  rare  examples.  In  diseases  of  the  nervous  sytem  which  are 
usually  of  long  standing,  before  they  become  fatal,  it  is  but  sel- 

*  Dr.  Guy,  of  King's  College,  London,  &c.  says:  "  I  do  not  fear  the  charge 
of  exaggeration,  when  I  claim  for  the  sanitary  question  the  right  to  be  regard- 
ed the  great  question  of  the  day.  Look  at  it  as  a  question  of  humanity,  and  it 
will  not  suffer  by  comparison  with  the  highest  efforts  of  the  philanthropist;  re- 
gard it  as  a  great  act  of  justice,  and  here,  too,  you  will  acknowledge  it  prefers 
peculiar  claims  to  consideration  ;  measure  it  by  the  rule  of  economy,  and  I  hesi- 
tate not.  to  affirm  that  it  stands  without  a  rival;  or  view  it  in  its  moral  relations 
and  reactions,  and  I  know  not  whether  even  the  great  question  of  education 
will  take  rank  before  it." 
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dom  that  dissection  affords  any  light  upon  the  obscurity  which  often 
shrouds  such  cases  during  life,  nor  do  we  often  derive  any  pathologi- 
cal proof  of  the  correctness  of  our  diagnosis  and  treatment,  much 
less  learn  any  thing  suggestively,  which  may  benefit  others. 

Still,  however,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  pursue  such  inquiries, 
even  if  they  always  disclosed  errors  in  diagnosis  and  treatment,  in 
ourselves  and  others ;  since  if  error  exists,  its  detection  should  be 
the  object  of  us  all,  alike  for  our  own  sake  and  that  of  our  future  pa- 
tients.  Hence  no  physician  should  neglect  any  opportunity  afforded, 
to  confirm  or  correct  his  diagnosis  by  pathological  inquiry  ;  and  the 
more  obscure  and  complicated  the  disease  which  has  proved  fatal,  the 
more  potent  the  reasons  for  an  autopsy,  if  practicable. 

We  have  been  led  to  this  train  of  remark  in  introducing  to  our 
readers  the  following  detailed  report  of  the  post  mortem  of  a  gentle- 
man late  of  this  city,  who  had  been  the  victim  of  a  paralytic  affec- 
tion which  was  found  to  resist  all  treatment,  and  under  the  affliction 
of.  which  he  suffered  for  many  years.  His  disease  commenced  with 
strabismus  and  amaurosis,  and  terminated  in  paraplegia,  confining 
him  to  his  chair  and  bed  for  a  long  period.  His  numerous  physicians 
concurred  in  regarding  his  maladies  to  be  dependent  upon  organic 
lesions  in  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  and  considered  him  incurable  by 
any  of  the  resources  of  our  art.  He  had  long  been  under  expectant 
and  soothing  treatment,  supported  by  nutrition  and  cordials,  with 
such  medication  only  as  afforded  relief  to  his  sufferings  when  these 
were  called  for  by  any  emergency.  As  in  similar  cases,  Homoeopathy 
was  appealed  to  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  Hydropathy  just 
preceding  his  death. 

Having  witnessed  the  autopsy  by  invitation,  which  was  very  skil- 
fully made  by  Dr.  Isaacs,  we  have  been  politely  furnished  with  the 
report,  which  was  submitted  to  the  surviving  family.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  structural  lesions  found,  confirmed  in  every  particular  the  di- 
agnosis of  his  physicians,  and  that  these  were  necessarily  fatal.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  pathological  examinations  we  ever 
witnessed. 

REPORT. 

On  post  mortem  examination  of  the  body  of  Mr.  David  Lee, 
the  following  appearances  were  found,  viz  : 

The  frontal  bone  where  divided  was  half  an  inch  in  thickness  and 
very  vascular,  the  internal  table  being  very  much  thickened  and  hav- 
ing a  granular  appearance.   There  was  considerable  serous  effusion 
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beneath  the  arachnoid  membrane,  which  was  opaque,  and  had  under- 
neath its  surface  flakes  of  coagulable  lymph  mingled  with  the  effusion. 
1  think  this  condition  had  been  of  long  duration.  The  substance  of 
the  whole  brain  was  much  firmer,  and  somewhat  more  vascular  than 
usual — the  cortical  substance  of  a  slightly  yellowish  color,  the  lamina 
of  the  cortical  portion  uncommonly  distinct.  The  lateral  ventricles 
contained  rather  more  than  the  normal  quantity  of  serum — a  large 
number  of  vesicles  were  found  upon  the  choroid  plexus,  with  small 
flakes  of  coagulable  lymph.  The  velum  interpositum  more  vascular 
than  natural.  The  yellow  tinge  very  perceptible  in  the  corpora  stri- 
ata and  optic  thalami,  which  were  firmer  than  usual.  The  corpora 
quadrigemina  unusually  firm.  The  corpus  dentatum  of  the  left  side 
more  vascular  and  softer  than  in  the  normal  state — same  condition 
less  marked,  on  the  right  side — optic  tracts  on  both  sides  softer  than 
usual  and  of  yellow  color.  The  optic  nerves  were  softer  than  natural 
and  smaller — the  right  being  the  smallest.  The  posterior  and  lateral 
surface  of  the  spinal  cord,  from  the  fourth  to  the  seventh  dorsal  ver- 
tebra, in  a  state  of  softening.  The  softening  commencing  at  the  first 
dorsal,  and  extending  to  the  very  termination  of  the  Cauda  Equina. 
The  cord  throughout  this  extent  having  an  almost  semi-fluid  consis- 
tence. The  anterior  portion  of  the  spinal  cord  was  of  tolerably  firm 
consistency.  C.  E.  Isaacs,  M.  D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  New- York. 


Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Hon.  Joel  Parker,  LL.  D.  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence 
in  the  New-York  Medical  College,  having  completed  his  first  course 
of  Lectures  at  that  Institution,  a  meeting  of  the  medical  gentlemen 
attending  such  course  being  called,  the  foliowing  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  the  high  satisfaction  with  which 
we  have  listened  to  the  able  and  instructive  course  of  lectures  upon 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  this  evening  completed  by  Judge  Parker. 

Resolved,  That  in  making  this  branch  a  distinct  and  separate  one 
in  this  course  of  medical  instruction,  and  in  securing  one  so  qualified 
as  the  learned  Judge,  to  expound  its  principles,  the  trustees  of  the 
New- York  Medical  College  are  entitled  to  our  thanks  and  the  thanks 
of  all  interested  in  having  a  sound  and  thoroughly  educated  Medical 
Profession.  Dr.  James  L.  Phelps,  Chairman. 

Dated  February  4,  1853.  Dr.  S.  Con  ant,  Secretary. 
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Criticism. 

In  the  New-York  Journal,  the  editor  has  an  article  entitled,  "con- 
tributions to  the  practice  of  Midwifery,  being  a  selection  of  cases  from 
private  practice,  &c."  It  relates  three  cases  of  Placenta  prcevia,  two 
cases  of  rupture  of  the  uterus,  several  cases  of  prolapsus,  abbreviation 
and  knots  of  the  funis,  spontaneous  amputation  of  the  limbs  in  utero, 
&c.  The  object  of  the  article  is  not  apparent,  since  there  is  nothing 
novel  or  peculiar  related,  and  it  consists  mainly  of  the  reproduction 
of  the  papers,  statistics,  &c.  found  in  the  books  and  articles  of  Dr. 
Trask,  Roberts,  &c.  in  the  Journal,  thus  eking  out  the  paper  to  some 
24  pages.  The  insertion  of  the  street  and  number  of  the  residence  of 
patients  is  in  bad  taste,  calculated  to  wound  the  parties,  and  savors  of 
something  extra  professional,  which  we  need  not  name.  A  sad  dearth 
of  material  can  alone  account  for  burdening  any  Journal  with  such  com- 
monplace matter,  and  we  hope  to  have  no  more  of  it  in  the  New-York 
Journal,  the  editor  of  which  can  do  much  better,  if  he  will  turn  his 
attention  to  some  other  department. 


Sign  of  Progress. 

In  another  column,  we  insert  the  announcement  of  a  New  Medical 
Preparatory  school  in  New-York,  which  is  designed  to  attract  siu- 
dents  to  this  city,  by  providing  perennial  instruction  in  all  the  depart- 
ments, with  all  the  facilities  and  opportunities  usually  found  in  con- 
nection with  the  regular  Colleges,  superadding  daily  recitations,  ex- 
aminations, &c.  including  the  details  of  private  or  office  pupillage. 

From  the  programme,  we  infer  that  the  project  will  be  responded 
to  by  the  profession,  and  from  the  high  character  of  the  gentlemen 
concerned,  the  school  will  doubtless  be  ably  conducted.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  commence  operations  immediately. 

Professor  Hamilton,   of  Buffalo, 

Has  issued  a  pamphlet  containing  "  new  views  on  Provisional  calcu- 
lus," corrective  of  the  erroneous  doctrines  of  Dupuytren  and  others, 
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which  have  teen  perpetuated  in  the  books  unquestioned,  until  recent- 
ly by  Professor  Paget  of  London,  who  seems  to  have  arrived  at  simi- 
lar views  with  those  of  Professor  Hamilton,  and  so  nearly  simultane- 
ously, that  the  question  of  priority  will  be  an  open  one  between  them. 
Dr.  Hamilton  accompanies  his  pamphlet  with  Professor  Paget's  lec- 
ture on  the  subject,  so  that  he  exhibits  commendable  fairness,  and 
permits  his  readers  to  compare  the  claims  of  each. 

New-York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

This  body  has  lately  had  an  annual  election  of  officers  for  the  year. 
The  long  standing  complaint  against  Dr.  Mott,  for  violating  the  Code 
of  Ethics  in  the  matter  of  advertising  advice  to  the  poor  gratis,  dc.  in 
the  Herald,  Sun,  dec.  has  been  at  length  reported  on  by  the  standing 
committee,  admitting  the  facts  alleged  in  the  complaint,  but  under 
the  circumstances,  recommending  no  further  action.  Whereupon 
leave  \vas  asked  and  obtained  to  withdraw  his  letter  of  resignation, 
the  precise  course  which  we  advised  in  the  beginning.  Dr.  Mott  re- 
sumes his  relations  to  the  Academy,  of  course,  and  the  decisive  course 
taken  has  put  a  stop  to  any  repetition  of  the  advertising,  which  was 
the  end  sought.  But  what  says  Professor  Draper  now  of  the  Acade- 
my ?  Will  he  still  repudiate  its  authority  over  his  colleagues  while 
they  remain  members  ?    We  shall  see. 

The  Academy  has  chosen  its  delegates  to  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

OFFICERS     FOR  1853. 

President,  Dr.  Isaac  Wood ;  Vice-Presidents,  Drs.  Beadle,  Stewart, 
Detmold,  and  Parker  ;  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  S.  A.  Purdy  ;  Assis- 
tant-Secretary, Dr.  Jenkins  ;  Domestic  Cor.  Seer.  Dr.  Hubbart ;  Fo- 
reign Cor.  Seer.  Dr.  S.  C.  Foster ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  Pond  ;  Librarian 
Dr.  T.  F.  Cock. 

The  Trustees  elected  were  Drs.  Carter,  Kissam,  Ogden,  Rockwell, 
Anderson,  Blakeman,  and  S.  P.  White.  Delegate  to  the  State  So- 
ciety, Dr.  Rockwell. 

Medical  Students. 

We  begin  to  gather  scattered  returns  of  the  numbers  of  the  classes 
in  several  of  the  Medical  Colleges  during  the  session  now  about  to 
close.    The  following  have  reached  our  table,  viz. 

University  of  Louisiana,  .218 

University  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  2G0 
Two  Colleges  at  St.  Louis,  (together)  1  GO 
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Kentucky,  School  of  Medicine  (Louisville,)       .       .       .  120 

Ohio  Medical  College,  140 

Medical  College  of  Nashville,  Tennessee   148 

Miami,  Medical  College  (Cincinnatti.)  40 

If  any  of  these  should  prove  erroneous,  they  will  be  corrected  in  a 
future  list. 

The  Eclectic  College  at  Cincinnatti  boasts  of  250,  but  their  fee 
for  the  whole  course  is  but  $15.  Irregulars  are  made  cheap,  and 
even  then,  cost  more  than  they  are  worth. 


We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Benjamin  F.  Wendel,  M.  D. 
of  yellow  fever,  contracted  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duty 
at  Harbor  Island  in  the  Bahamas,  which  occurred  December  18, 1S52. 
Dr.  Wendel  was  one  of  our  diligent  and  valued  Assistant  Physicians 
at  Belleveu  Hospital  in  1847  and  1848,  when  he  nearly  sacrificed 
his  life  in  that  service,  having  suffered  an  attack  of  Ship  Fever  of 
great  severity  and  danger.  He  was  a  graduate  we  believe  of  the 
University  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  had  just  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years.  He  was  a  clear  headed  and  sound  hearted  man, 
and  promised  to  take  a  high  position  in  his  profession.  We  loved 
him  for  his  truthfulness,  fidelity  and  honor,  and  sorrow  most  of  all 
that  we  shall  see  his  face  no  more  on  earth.    Peace  to  his  memory. 


Braithwaite's  Retrospect.    New-York,  Stringer  &  Towusend. 
Eanking's  Abstract.    Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blackiston. 

These  kindred  republications,  for  January  1853,  have  appeared,  and  abound 
in  very  important  practical  matter,  in  every  department  of  the  profession.  A 
very  large  patronage  must  be  necessary  to  sustain  ihese  reprints  at  their  very 
low  price. 

What  to  Observe  at  the  Bed-side  and  after  Death  in  Medical  Cases. 
Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853. 

Under  this  title  the  "  London  Medical  Society  of  Observation,"  have  issued 
a  very  valuable  clinical  work,  which  young  practitioners  will  know  how  to 
prize.  If  it  serve  to  train  such  to  habits  of  observation,  such  as  are  here  exem- 
plified and  illustrated,  it  will  immeasurably  improve  them  in  the  art  of  discrimi- 
nation, and  prove  a  priceless  blessing  to  their  patients. 

A  System  of  Practical  Surgf.rv.  By  W.  Fergusson,  Professor  of  Surgery  in 
King's  College,  London.  Fourth  American  edition.  Philadelphia,  Blan- 
chard &  Lea,  1853. 

This  edition  is  much  improved,  with  the  author's  latest  cmennations,  and  is 
beautifully  printed  with  superior  illustrations. 
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New-York  Scalpel. 

The  last  number  of  this  popular  periodical  is  filled  with  more  than  its  usual 
variety  of  original  articles,  and  will  be  much  sought  after.  A  scorching  narra- 
tive is  given  of  the  libel  suit  against  the  editor,  by  that  pugnacious  little  Profes- 
sor, the  "  Phenomenon,"  alias  the  "  Obstetrical  Munchausen,"  which  the  belli- 
gerent plaintiff  and  his  attornies  wisely  declined  to  prosecute,  for  prudential 
reasons,  when  they  learned  from  the  editor's  brief,  what  was  1o  be  his  line  of 
defence.  We  should  suppose  that  this  expose  would  be  sufficiently  humiliating, 
though  to  kick  a  man  after  he  is  down,  and  cannot  possibly  fall  any  lower,  is 
rather  tough.    De  gustibus,  &c. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  fifth  volume  has  at  length  appeared,  having  been  unavoidably  delayed 
by  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  Committee,  who  have  had  an  arduous  duly. 
The  late  hour  at  which  our  copy  has  reached  us,  must  delay  any  notice  of  its 
contents  in  this  number. 

Life  of  Field  Marshall,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  By  J.  II.  Stocqucler, 
Esq.  In  two  volumes  with  numerous  engravings.  London,  Ingram,  Cooke 
&  Co.  1853.    New-York,  Bangs  &  Brother,  Park  Row. 

The  first  volume  of  this  timely  and  valuable  publication  has  appeared,  and 
the  second  will  soon  be  forthcoming.  It  is  included  in  the  series  of  the  Illus- 
trated London  Library,  and  is  brought  out  in  the  style  of  typography,  binding 
and  engravings,  which  characterize  the  other  volumes  of  this  sterling  series. 
It  is  immeasurably  superior  to  any  of  the  "  Memoirs  "  of  the  Duke  which  have 
been  heretofore  published,  and  is  the  only  complete  history  of  the  marvellous 
career  of  this  illustrious  soldier  and  statesman  which  lias  ever  been  written  ; 
including  as  it  does  not  only  his  military,  but  his  administrative  character  down 
to  the  closing  period  of  his  eventful  life.  The  pictorial  embellishments  are 
numerous  and  graphic,  and  in  the  best  style  of  the  art. 


New-York  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 

The  first  Report  of  this  much  needed  charity,  by  the  Surgeons 
Drs.  Rogers  and  Stephenson,  has  been  published,  including  the  address 
of  the  President,  Hon.  C.  S.  Woodhull.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  from 
this  document  that  the  institution  has  proved  itself  useful,  and  is  now 
fully  embarked  in  its  career  of  benevolence.  Thus  far  it  has  been 
sustained  by  individual  contributions,  but  for  its  necessary  extension 
and  enlargement  it  must  henceforth  share  in  the  public  bounty.  We 
bespeak  for  it  the  liberal  benefaction  of  the  City  and  State,  to  which  it 
is  fully  entitled.  During  the  first  seven  months  444  patients,  suffering 
from  diseases  of  the  eye,  have  been  treated,  or  are  now  in  charge  of 
the  surgeons,  of  whom  232  are  reported  as  cured.  For  other  details 
we  must  refer  to  the  report. 

Correction. 

The  highly  interesting  case  of  Ventral  Pregnancy  in  our  last  num- 
ber, should  have  been  credited  to  its  author,  W.  W.  Valk,  M.  D.  of 
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Flushing,  to  whose  politeness  we  were  indebted  for  the  article,  the 
case  having  occurred  in  his  own  practice;  several  typographical  errors 
escaped  the  vigilance  of  the  proof  reader,  which  we  regret,  although 
no  one  could  fail  to  understand  the  fault  to  be  with  the  printer,  as 
" tentorial"  for  "peritoneal,"  and  "infringement"  for  "impinge- 
ment." These  errors  were  inexcusable  in  this  case,  for  unlike  the 
fraternity  generally,  Dr.  Valk's  copy  was  excellent.  Our  indisposi- 
tion must  be  our  apology.  By  the  bye,  a  critique  on  the  article  is 
promised  for  our  next  number. 

Receipts  not  otherwise  acknowledged. 

Drs  Rannav,  2,  Goldsmith,  2,  Vandervoort,  2,  Chilton,  2,  Childs, 
2,  Cammann,  2,'Bealcs,  2,  J.  Foster,  2,  Taylor,  2,  Watson^  2,  France, 
2,  Blois,  2,  Kissam,  2.  Aloore,  2.  Detmold,2,  Parker,  2,  Proudfoot,  2, 
Macpherson,  3,  Coventry,  5,  A.  Brush,  3,  Collins,  2,  Church,  1  W. 
R.  Handy,  15,  T.  D.  Mitchel,  2,  Boyd,  2,  E.  Fowler,  2,  Beadle,  2, 
Jackson.  2,  Schmidt,  2,  Eager,  2,  Bodinier,  2,  Geer,  2,  Morrcl^  Hub- 
bard, 2,Power,  2,  Anderson,  1,  Storer,  2,  Blakeman,  2  O  Kcilly,  2, 
Schieffelin,  2,  J.  M.  Smith,  2,  Sherrock,  2,  Young,  1,  D.  Green,  2, 
Trowbridge,  2,  Munson  2,  Brown,  2,  Carter  2,  Harriot  2  Cairns  2, 
Beames,  2,  Passmore,  2,  J.  O'Reilly,  2,  Stilwell,  2,  Underhill  2,  Cle- 
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riT  II  E      NEW-YORK  PREPARATORY 

1-  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE. — The  special 
design  of  this  Association  is  to  furnish  to  Me- 
dical Students  the  elements  of  n  complete  and 
scientific  education,  by  means  of  daily  reci- 
tations and  familiar  demonstrations. 

Each  pupil  of  the  school  will  have  the  op- 
portunity of  doing  with  his  own  hands,  all  the 
operations  of  Surgery  upon  the  dead  body, 
ami  will  be  exercised  in  Bandaging  and  Splint- 
ing. He  will  be  taught,  in  the  Private  Labo- 
ratory, to  perform  all  the  chemical  manipula- 
tions necessary  tor  the  detection  of  poisons, 
and  the  analyses  of  eurine  and  other  fluids  ; 
and  will  be  practiced  in  dissection,  the  use  of 
the  microscope,  and  in  making  post-mortem  ex- 
aminations, and  the  comparison  of  Patholog- 
ical with  Normal  Anatomy. 

Each  student  will  also  be  taught  to  do  for 
himself  all  the  obstetric  operations  upon  the 
model  pelvis  and  dead  foetus,  and  will  be  prac- 
tised in  the  use  of  the  speculum,  toucher  and 
bnllottcmcnt.  Great  attention  will  be  paid  to 
practical  instruction  in  Auscultation  and  Per- 
cussion. Physiology  will  be  experimentally 
illustrated  by  means  of  vivisections. 

Clinical  cases  will  be  furnished,  and  the 
advanced  students  will  be  urged  to  form  and 
defend  opinions  as  to  the  Diagnosis,  Prognosis, 
and  Therapeutics  of  given  cases,  and  will'  be 
exercised  in  the  art  of  reporting  and  analyz- 
ing cases  of  disease. 

The  plan  of  instruction  is  so  arranged  that 
the  whole  groundwork  of  Practical  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  with  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and 
Chemisiry,  may  be  advantageously  gone  over 
in  one  year,  by  means  systematic  Text- Books, 
and  at  the  same  rime  a  course  of  Specialities 
will  be  followed  with  the  aid  of  Standard 
Monographs,  which  will  require  three  years 
for  its  completion.  The  students  will  have 
the  privilege  of  pursuing  one  or  both  of  these. 

The  Heading-Room  will  be  furnished  with 
Periodicals,  Plates,  and  Illustrative  Speci- 
mens; and  the  Librarian  will  take  care  that 
the  room  is  available  to  the  pupils  as  a  place 
of  6tudy  during  the  day  and  evening. 

For  further  particulars,  application  may 
be  made  either  to  Dr.  H.  W.  Brown.  33  Mac- 
douual-street:  Dr.  A.  K.  Gardner.  153  Woos- 
ter-street;  or  Dr.  C.  F.  Ileywood,  51  West 

2- Jd-street,  New-York  City. 

Terms.— S100  per  annum,  or  $50  each 
term. 

INSTRUCTORS. 

Prop  Ehrick  Parmly,  M.  D.  Descriptive 
Anatomy. 

Trof.  J.  C.  Dalton,  M.  D.  Physiology  and 
General  Anatomy. 

Prof.  J.  Outram,  Jr.  Chemistry  and  Ma- 
teria Mcdica. 

A.  K.  Gardner,  M.  D.  Midwifery  and  dis- 
eases of  Women. 

Henry  Weeks  Brown,  M.  D.  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

C.  F.  IIeywood,  M.  D.  General  and  Spe- 
cial Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence. 

I  Of  Apply  at  the  Rooms,  809  Broadway, 
over  Dr.  Coggeshall's  drug  store. 
New- York,  February  1,  1853. 


SIGHT  RESTORED. — The  subscribers 
have  invented  and  patented  a  simple  in- 
strument, by  which  the  sight  may  be  pre- 
served through  life  without  the  use  of  glasses, 
or  it  may  be  restored  after  the  glasses  have 
been  used  for  years.  This  wonderful  effect 
is  produced  without  pain  or  danger  of  injury 
by  an  instrument  philosophically  constructed, 
by  which  the  cornea  of  the  eye  is  restored  to 
its  original  convex  form — decline  of  sight 
being  caused,  as  is  well  known,  by  the  flatten- 
ing or  depression  of  the  cornea. 

The  cups  are  recommended  by  the  most 
eminent  physicians  and  occulists.  Many  let- 
ters of  a  like  import  to  the  following  can  be 
seen  at  our  office  1UU  Warren-street. 

Trenton,  Sept.  15,1852. 
Dear  Sir: — I  fed  it  a  duty  incumbent 
upon  me  to  give  publicity  to  the  effects  pro- 
duced upon  my  sight  by  the  use  of  J.  Ball 
&  Co.'s  Eye  Cups.  My  eyes  were  in  a 
very  weak  state  from  my  youth  up,  and  I 
have  been  compelled  to  use  -glasses  for  eii^ht 
years,  and  I  could  not  read  or  write  without 
their  aid  ;  but  I  am  now  happy  to  say,  that  af- 
ter using  the  Eye  Cups  according  to  directions 
for  three  weeks,  my  sight  is  completely  re- 
stored, and  I  can  now  read  the  smallest  print, 
and  write  my  usual  hand,  without  my  glasses. 
And  my  sight  is  as  good  as  it  ever  was,  and  I 
would  cheerfully  recommend  the  Eye  Cups 
to  the  public. 

ISAIAH  LANING. 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  to  the  good 
character  and  standing  for  veracity,  of  Isaiah 
Laning,  of  the  city  of  Trenton. 
Geo.  F.  Brown. 

Pastor  of  Green  st.  M.  E.  Church,  Trenton. 
John  R.  Tucker, 

Mavor  of  the  City  of  Trenton. 
C.  C.  Yard,  Wm.  P.  Sherman. 

We  will  forward  the  Cups  to  any  person 
by  mail  on  the  receipt  of  $5.  Agents  wanted 
in  all  the  towns  and  cities  in.the  Union.  Ap- 
ply, by  letter,  post-paid,  to 

J.  BALL,  ifcCo. 

100  Nassau-street 


rpo  YOUNG  PHYSICIANS.— Any  reputable 
-J-  medical  man  who  desires  to  devote  him- 
self to  the  practice,  in  connection  with  an  eldpr 
physician  whose  health  demands  an  interval 
for  rest,  may  hear  of  an  agreeable  opening,  in 
a  city  immediately  adjacent  to  New-York,  by 
addressing  the  Editor.  References  and  testi- 
monials oil  character  and  qualifications  will  I  e 
required,  and  undivided  attention  to  business. 
None  else  need  apply. 


March  1,  1853. 


EDICAL  OFFICE 
1»1  near  Broadway,  in 
Astor  Place.  The  lowe 
room  alone  of  a  respect! 
by  a  private  family,  migh 
Neitner  boarding  or  lodg 
gentleman  will  only  occi 
business  hours,  for  the 
tients. 


WANTED— On  or 
the  neighborhood  of 
-  floor,  or  the  front 
ble  house,  occupied 
t  answer  the  purpose, 
ing  is  required,  as  the 
py  the  office  during 
reception  of  his  pa- 


Address  B.  W.  Box  1,370,  P.  O.  New- York 
March  1st,  1853. 
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LSMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGRRY  COM- 
OpLETE.— LtPriNCOTT,  GRAM1JO  &  Co. 
No  14  N< rth  Fourth-street  Philadelphia,  hare 
just  published,  A  System  of  Opi  rativc  Surgery, 
bancd  upon  the  practise  of  surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  and  comprising  a  biographical 
index  and  historical  record  id'  many  oi  thl  ir 
oim  rations  tr  a  p>  riod  oi'  200  years.  By 
Henry  II.  ^mith,  M.  I).  Illustrated  wi;h  up- 
wards of  1000  Engravings  on  Steel.  The 
whole  forming  one  large  octavo  volume. 

CONTENTS. 

Ports  1  and  2 — General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, an  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 

Par:  is — Operations  upon  theNee.lt  and  Trunk. 

Part  4 — Operations  upon  the  genito-urinary 
organs  of  the  Male  and  Female. 

parts — Operations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties 

A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Pap<  rs  connected  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached t»  each  Part.  . 

Op  The  Plates  will  be  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  $7  50  tinted— $15 
colored  to  nature.  • 

L  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published— 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  Bache.   Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  Wool's  Pradticeof  Medicine.  2  vols. 
6vo.  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutics. 
1  v.  8o.  For  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 


HOOD  &  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS— This 
instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Us  force,  d.rected /rum  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "  the 
natural  processes."  by  which  the  euro  iseffeet- 
ed.  Tins  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
len  <rth  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
(he  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pr  -ssure.  to  force  the  viscera  back  into 
the  cavity.  Then,  undr rstariding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  through 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  inn  rnal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use— the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available— all  pressing 
only  upon  the  cxte  rnal  abdominal  ring— and 
contrast  them  with  the  indentions  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  num<  roue  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  suffi  rings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  and  as  cxpi  rience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle— as  surgeons  are 
not  blacksmiths,  and  blacksmiths  not  surgeons 

 and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 

ehsracti  r,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument,  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  deti  rmine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 

tntiC  For  sale,  wholesale  rr  retail,  bv  J.  H. 

Gembbio,  43  South  Eighth-street,  Philadel- 
phia. .  r  J.  M.  SANDERSON,  :i  Barelay-flt,  N.Y. 
Also,  Agent  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limbs. 


KOU9SO,— REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM 
— UELLUC  cc  Co.  have  just  recelvi  d 
from  Paris  another  invoice  of  the  valuable 
medicine.  Also,  Pure  Chloroform,  from  tho 
celebrated  BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at 581  Broad, 
way,  250  4th  Avenue,  and  2  Park  Row. 

/"VITO  &.  K07.il I.ER,  58  Chatham-street, 
\J  second  floor. — By  an  experience  of  a  long 
series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
we  are  enabled  to  furnish  evwry  kind  of  Sur- 
gical and  Orlhopedical  Machines  and  Instru- 
ments, Trusses,  Bandages,  e\c.  e\c.  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our 
age  in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably. 
We  therefore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons 
to  give  us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chathain-st 
(2el  floor,)  and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles, 
especially  our  improved  instrument  for  Vac- 
cination, which  is  the  most  finished  article  of 
its  kmd. 

■MTEBER'S  ANATOMICAL  ATLAS  of  the 
V  V  Adult  Human  Body,  natural  size. 

ENDICOTT  &  Co.,  No.  59  Bcekman-street 
New-York,  have  lithographed  and  republished 
from  the  original  German  edition  (the  only 
American  edition)  the  eleven  entire  figures 
contained  in  part  tirst  of  the  above-named 
well-known  and  valuable  work,  by  Prof.  M.  J. 
Weber,  of  the  Royal  Prussian  University 
'■  Frederick  William,"  at  Bonn.  Figures  I,  K, 
and  L,  representing  the  veins  and  >irteries,are 
accurately  colored  from  the  original  copy,  and 
the  whole  work,  with  a  comprehensive  "Ex- 
planation," is  offered  for  sale  in  sheets,  or 
mounted  in  the  usual  style  of  maps,  at  the  fol- 
lowing prices  : 

Fig.  A,  Male  adult  Skeleton,  front  view, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)       .  SI  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .      2  50 
Fig.  B,  Male  adult  Skeleton,  from  behind, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)        .    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  50 
Fig.  C,  First  body  of  Ligaments,  front 

view,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  50 
Fig.  D,  Second  body  of  Ligaments,  from 

behind,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sh'ts).    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .      2  50 
Fig.  E,  First  body  of  Muscles, frontview, 

single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets)        .    1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  50 
Fig.  F,  Second  body  of  Muscles,  from 

behind,  single  copies, plain  (in  sh'ts).   1  50 
Single  copies,  plain  (mounted)       .      2  50 
Fig.  G,  Third  body  of  Muscles,  front 

view,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sheets).    1  50 
Single  ceipies,  plain  (mounted)       .       2  50 
Fig.  H.  Fourth  body  of  Muscles,  from 

behind,  single  copies,  plain  (in  sh'ts).    1  50 
Single  copies'",  plain  (mounted)      .      2  50 
Fig.  I,  First  vascular  and  nervous  body, 
front  view,  single  copies,  colored 

(in  sheets)  2  50 

Single  copies,  colored  (mounted)   .      3  50 
Fig.  K,  Second  general  view  of  Blood- 
vessels and  Ne  rves,  front  view,  sin- 
gle copies,  colored  (in  sheets)        .   2  50 
Single  copies,  coh  red  (mounted)   .      5  50 
Fig.  L,  Third  general  view  of  Blood- 
vessels and  Nerves,  from  behind,  sin- 
gles copies,  colored  (in  sheets)       .    2  50 
Single  copies,  colored  (mounted)   .      3  50 
Whole  sets  in  sheets  and  Portfolio,      .  15  00 
Whole  sets  mounted,  .       .      .       .     25  00 
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|»ALMER-S  I' A  TENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS. 
MT — Manufactured  at  Springfield,  Mass.  (No. 
5  Hurts  Block,)  by  Messrs.  Pal  mi  r  and  Co. 
(B.  F.  Palmer,  A.  S.  Currier,  and  E.  D.  Hud- 
sou,  M.  D.)  received  the  award  of  the  1'rize 
Med.il  of  the  great  Industrial  Exhibition  of  all 
Nations,  in  London,  as  recommended  by  (the 
Judges)  those  eminent  and  world-renowned 
Surgeons,  Sir  William  Lawrence  and  Mr. 
Green,  of  London,  and  M.  Roux  and  Lale- 
mnud  of  Paris,  "  as  been  the  best  artificial  leg 
ever  invented  ;"  an  American  triumph  over 
thirty  different  kinds  of  artificial  limbs  on  ex- 
hibition frjm  the  best  artists  in  London,  Paris, 
and  various  other  parts  of  Europe. 

By  the  recommend  of  the  most  eminent 
Surgeons  in  the  United  States,  as  "Judges" 
the  following  awards  have  been  made  to  this 
specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the 
best  in  this  couutry  ;  (to  wit,)  '•  For  ike  best 
artificial  limbs." 

American  Institute,  New-York:  award- 
ed, Silver  Medal,  1846:  Gold  Medal,  1847: 
Gold  Medal,  1851) :  and  renewal  premium,  1851. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  ; 
Scott's  Legacy,  Medal  and  Premium,  $200; 
and  Silver  Medal,  "first  premium"  1849; 
"first  premium  renewed"  185U. 

Mass.  M.  C.  M.  Association,  Boston  :  "first 
premium"  Silver  Medal,  1819,  "first  premium 
renewed"  1850. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore";  first 
premium,  1848  :  Gold  Medal,  1850. 

New- York  State  Agricultural  Society, 
Albany;  Silver  Medal,  1849  :  ditto  and  Diplo- 
ma, 1850  :  Gold  Medal,  1851,  for  having  re- 
ceived the  Prize  Medal,  at  the  Great  Exhibi- 
tion of  all  Nations,  in  London. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous 
opinions  given  by  distinguished  Surgeons  in 
this  country  and  in  Loudon  concerning  this 
apparatus,  to  wit  : 

"I  have  examiued  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg,  invented  by  Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is 
beautiful ;  and,  what  is  most  important,  those 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substi- 
tute for  the  natural  limb,  and  the  g  jod  fortune 
to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical 
testimony  to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and 
utility.  Valentine  Mott, 

"Professor  of  Surgery,  New- York  University. 
'•  New- York,  Jan.  2dth,  1851." 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  in 
use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  Hny  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  W.  Parker,"  M.  D. 
"  Prof  ssor  of  Surgery,  New-York  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
"  New  York,  Jan.  26th,  1851." 

"  The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  Artificial  Leg  manufactured 
by  Palmer  &  Co.  Springfield,  gladly  recom- 
mend them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the 
loss  of  the  lower  extremity,  as  an  ingenious 
mechanism,  which  imitates  in  shape  and  mo- 
tion the  living  member  much  more  success- 
fully than  would  seem  possible. 
John  C.  Warren,  J.  Mason  Warren, 
Geo.  Hayward,  D.  Humphrey  Storer, 
Jacob  Bigelow,        S.  D.  Townsend. 

"  Surgeons  and  Physicians,  Mass.  General 
Hospital. 

••  Boston,  June  12rA,  1819." 

"  I  have  examined  with  great  enre,  the  Arti- 
ficial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  and 
do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strong- 
est tcrmt. 


"  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patient^ 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

"  Tiios.  D.  Mutit.r,  M.  D. 

"Professor  of  Surgiry  in  Jefferson  Medical 
College. 

"Philadelphia,  March  27th,  1850." 

'•  1  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have'  fi  rmed 
a  very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction. 
I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it, 
and  have  reason  to  suppose  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  Gibson,  M.  D. 

"Professor  of  Surgery,  University  Penn. 
"  Philadelphia  Jan.  S3d,  1851." 

"4  llerkley-sireel  Berkley-square,  London, 
"  Sept.  Mlh.  1851. 

"  B.  F.  Palmer,  Esq. 
"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  eon- 
sidtr  your  Patent  Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  beat 
invention  I  have  yet  seen  :  ttie  most  useful, 
and  the  least  distinguished  from  the  natural 
limb. 

"  1  am  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"  G  J.  Guthrie. 
"  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.' 

"  1  should  prefer  to  say  an  Eugli.-hmon 
makes  the  best  leg,  but  1  must  6ay  an  Ameri- 
can has,  and  I  go  lor  the  best.  M.  Sxey. 
"  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and 
Dean  of  Anatomy." 

H.B. — B.  F.  Palmer  will  execute  all  orders 
out  of  New  England  and  New-York,  at  his 
office.  376,  Chestnut-street,  Philadelphia. 

Agent  in  New-York,  J.  M.  Sanderson,  3  Bar- 
clay-street 


rpo  DRUGGI3  PS. — We  invite  attention  to 
-«-  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERI'  UMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS.  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street  N.  Y 

THE  KEP1IAL1A  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  %vho  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says : — "  For  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a 
good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Ha  r,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant 
We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

PRENTISS' TOILET  POWDER,  made  only 
by  A.  &  .1.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New- York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  he  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Drug 
gists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chslk,  ala- 
baster, &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New- York. 
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A  LB  ANY  MEDICAL  COLLIDE -Spring 
A  emus,;  of  LECTUBES.-The  next  Course 
of  Lectures  will  commence  on  luesday.lc- 
bruary  8,  1653,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 
Suriiery — \lden  March,  M.  p. 
Theory  "»d  Practice  of  Mcdicine-JAMES 
McNavqhtoN,  M.  D.  ,.  m  n 

Materia  Meaica-T.  Romevn  Beck  M.  D. 
Anatomy-JAMEa  II.  Akmsbv,  M.  D. 
Chemistry—  Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.  V- 
Kute/of  Medicine— Thomas .  ilu» .  M  D. 
Medical  J  .ri.prudencc-AMOs  Dean  Etq. 
Obstetrics—  Howard  'I  ownsend,  M.  D. 
Clinicannalruction  will  be  given  regularly 
during  the  session  at  the  Hospital  and  College. 

Fees  for  the  first  course,  S6U  ;  second  con  .  , 
^Matriculation  fee,  $5;  Graoua  .on  ce 
$20    Students  who  have  attended  two  iu 
courses  of  lectures  at  other  institution!,  will 

*gp&8£$%*M  College,  and  of  In- 
stitufions  where  the  requirements  are  the 
ame  as  at  this,  will  have  free  admission  to 
the  Lectures.    Albany,  Dec.  4,  lBoi. 

THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


/-I  EN  EVA  MEDICAL  COLLLGL.-Spr.ng 
G  Course,  1853.-The  Nineteenth  Annua 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  InatituUon  w.li 
commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March, 
1K53  and  continue  Id  weeks.  , 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  D.,  Prolessor  of  Ana- 

l^ffiS  D..  Professor  of  Mate- 
^^^C^^Ip'^ofthePrin- 
^^KEvrVLD&ssorofChe- 
rnistry.  and  Pharmacy.  Professor  of 

WilLIAM    SWEETSEB,   M.   D„   FrOICSOr  OI 

the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

GEOBGE       Field,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 

^TsuSical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held 
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REMARKS  ON  DOUBLE  CAPITAL  AMPUTATIONS. 

WITH  TWO  CASES  AND  PLATES. 

By  J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D. — Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Opera- 
tions of  Surgery  in  the  New-York  Medical  College,  Surgeon  to  the 
State  Emigrants'1  Hospital,  &c. 

The  Surgeon  is  at  times  called  upon  to  perform  more  amputations 
than  one  upon  the  same  individual.  Cases  of  this  kind  are  met  with 
on  the  field  of  battle,  but  they  may  also  occur  in  civil  practice.  It 
is  not  uncommon  for  two  or  more  limbs  to  be  injured  by  accidents 
occurring  on  railways ;  the  passage  of  the  wheels  of  any  heavy  vehicle 
may  implicate  more  than  one  limb  beyond  the  reach  of  curative  art  * 
mortification,  either  spontaneous  or  traumatic,  may  bring  about  the 
same  result ;  as  may  also  strumous  or  other  constitutional  disorders, 
affecting  many  of  the  joints  simultaneously,  or  attacking  the  tissues 
of  the  abdominal  or  thoracic  members  on  both  sides  of  the  body. 
Under  such  circumstances,  life  can  only  be  saved  by  primary  or  se- 
condary amputation  of  the  diseased  or  mutilated  limbs. 

I  shall  here  record  two  successful  cases  of  double  amputation  of 
the  inferior  extremity,  where  I  pursued  a  plan  of  operating,  differing, 
as  far  as  I  know,  from  any  heretofore  practised.  In  one  case,  I 
severed  both  legs  below  the  knee,  in  immediate  succession ;  and  then 
with  a  tenaculum  in  each  hand,  I  proceeded  to  pick  up  the  bleeding 
vessels,  right  and  left;  the  ligatures  being  simultaneously  applied 
on  either  side  by  my  assistants.  In  the  other  case,  I  performed  Iley's 
operation  on  the  foot  of  one  side,  and  Chopart's  operation  on  that  of 
the  other,  following  the  same  plan. 

In  double  amputations,  the  constitutional  effect  of  the  succession 
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of  one  shock  upon  another  is  necessarily  a  cause  of  anxious  solicitude. 
Pain,  when  prolonged  beyond  a  certain  point,-  will  exhaust  the  vital 
energies  of  the  system,  and  may  actually  be,  singly,  the  cause  of 
death.  To  avoid  this  possibly  fatal  prostration  of  the  nervous  energy, 
and  enable  the  patient  to  rally  from  the  shock  of  the  first  amputation, 
Beclard  and  Dupuytren  advise  that  a  certain  interval  of  time  should 
be  allowed  to  elapse  before  the  second  is  performed.  Thus  Dupuy- 
tren, in  a  case  of  double  amputation  below  the  knee,  delayed  the  re- 
moval of  the  second  leg  fully  one  half  hour.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  there  must  be  a  limit  beyond  which  delay  would  be  improper, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  occurrence  of  reaction,  which  itself  cannot  be 
predicated  with  certainty,  is  not  a  criterion  to  be  relied  upon,  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Surgeon  in  proceeding  to  the  amputation  of  the  second 
limb.  . 

The  introduction  of  Anaesthetic  agents  into  medicine  has  modifi- 
ed, in  many  instances,  the  several  steps  of  surgical  operations.  In 
conditions  reepjiring  double  amputations  of  the  members,  they  must 
now  be  regarded  as  especially  serviceable.  I  have  had  extensive  op- 
portunities of  observing  the  effects  of  chloroform  in  operations,  and 
am  convinced  that  the  time  during  which  a  person  can  be  safely  sub- 
jected to  its  influence  is  a  question  for  grave  consideration.  Chloro- 
form evidently  acts  primarily  upon  the  cerebro-spinal  system  of 
nerves,  but  it  may  reach  that  part  of  the  nervous  system  which  pre- 
sides over  the  functions  of  organic  life  and  so  cause  paralysis  of  the 
heart  and  death. 

Where  two  members  have  to  be  removed,  if  the  operations  are 
performed  in  the  ordinary  manner,  a  double  dose  of  chloroform  must 
be  administered.  So  far  as  the  anaesthetic  agent  is  concerned,  the 
patient  is  thus  subjected  to  a  risk  twice  as  great  as  in  single  amputa- 
tions. Impressed  by  these  considerations,  I  propose  to  convert  the 
double  operation  into  one,  by  severing  the  limbs  in  immediate  suc- 
cession, as  soon  as  the  anaesthetic  influence  is  produced.  By  this  pro- 
ceeding, the  patient  need  not  be  in  the  anaesthetic  state,  longer  than  a 
few  seconds.  In  the  cases  referred  to  in  this  paper,  thirty-five  seconds, 
was  the  time  I  occupied  in  removing  the  two  limbs,  at  the  place  of 
election  below  the  knee  joint ;  sixty-one,  in  severing  the  left  foot  by 
Hey's  operation,  and  the  right  by  Chopart's  operation ;  as  noted  by 
Dr.  Francis  King,  of  North  Carolina,  who  was  present. 

I  subjoin  the  relation  of  the  two  cases  upon  which  I  operated,  and 
of  which  a  record  was  kept  by  the  House  Surgeons,  Drs.  A.  K.  Smith 
and  Thompson.  The  wood  cuts  will  show  the  character  and  appear- 
ance of  the  stumps,  when  cicatrization  was  completed. 
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Double  amputation  of  the  leg  at  the  place  of  election. 


Case  1.  Henry  Ottling,  tanner,  German  by  birth  set:  39,  entered 
the  State.  Emigrants'  Hospital,  14th  February,  1851.  Some  days 
prior  to  his  admission,  he  had  been  exposed  to  extreme  cold  and  wet, 
the  result  of  which  was  sphacelus  of  both  legs.  He  was  brought  from 
Catskill,  where  he  had  been  employed,  in  that  condition,  to  the  Hos- 
pital, almost  in  a  dying  state ;  the  mortification  extending  half  way 
up,  in  front  on  either  leg,  and  slanting  backward  and  downward  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  calf.  When  first  seen  after  his  admission,  he 
was  laboring  under  extreme  prostration,  delirium,  with  a  pulse  fee- 
ble and  scarcely  to  be  counted,  hiccough,  cold  surface,  and  the  other 
constitutional  symptoms,  denoting  the  presence  of  extensive  gangrene. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  remove 
the  diseased  limb  immediately.   Cordials  and  stimulants,  were  pre- 
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scribed ;  and  the  system  was  supported  by  nourishment,  as  far  as  the 
condition  of  the  stomach  would  allow.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  con- 
stitutional symptoms  became  more  favorable;  the  delirium  had  abated, 
and  the  system  had  rallied.  At  this  juncture,  the  disposition  to  the 
extension  of  gangrene  having  ceased,  the  removal  of  the  sphacelated 
limbs  was  deemed  opportune.  To  effect  this  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
it  was  proposed  to  place  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  chloroform, 
and  upon  the  first  evidences  of  the  anaesthetic  state,  to  amputate  both 
limbs,  in  immediate  succession.  The  patient  was  so  low  that  it  was 
not  thought  proper  to  remove  him  to  the  operating  room.  The  in- 
struments were  arranged  and  the  assistants  so  placed  as  to  afford 
readily  the  aid  required,  at  each  step  of  the  operation.  One  assistant 
was  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  chloroform ;  two,  placed  on 
either  side  of  the  table,  with  the  management  of  the  tourniquets ;  two 
were  directed  to  support  the  limbs  to  be  removed ;  two  to  retract 
the  flaps  as  they  were  made ;  one  to  hand  the  instruments ;  one,  on 
either  side,  to  tie  the  arteries ;  and  three  others  to  sponge,  to  keep 
the  patient  steady  and  administer  stimulating  cordials,  as  might  be 
needed. 

A  tourniquet  was  now  placed  on  each  thigh.  The  patient  was 
allowed  to  snuff  the  chloroform  in  small  quantities,  and  as  soon  as  the 
anaesthesia  was  manifested,  the  limbs  were  elevated  so  as  to  empty 
them  of  blood.  The  tourniquets  were  then  immediately  screwed ; 
and,  standing  on  the  left  of  the  patient,  armed  with  a  long  straight- 
backed  pointed  knife,  I  severed  in  rapid  succession  both  limbs,  at  the 
place  of  election  below  the  knee ;  following  the  method  of  Verduin,  by 
the  single  flap,  as  modified  by  Liston.  Next,  taking  a  tenaculum  in 
each  hand,  I  promptly  picked  up  the  arteries;  commencing  with  the 
larger,  which  were  as  instantaneously  tied  by  the  assistants.  As 
soon  as  the  limbs  were  amputated,  the  further  administration  of  chlo- 
roform was  at  once  stopped ;  so  that  the'patient  was  under  its  influence, 
considerably  less  than  one  minute.  The  dressings  being  completed, 
the  patient  was  placed  in  bed ;  having  sustained  the  operation  well, 
without  suffering  much  additional  prostration  or  losing  more  than  a 
few  ounces  of  blood. 

During  the  following  two  weeks,  cordials,  opiates,  tonics  and 
nourishment  were  administered,  carefully  and  assiduously,  and  at 
their  expiration,  the  prospects  of  the  patient  began  to  brighten.  The 
pulse  became  less  frequent  and  fuller ;  food  was  borne  better  and  re- 
lished ;  the  nervous  system  became  more  tranquil ;  and  the  vital  ener- 
gies, generally,  showed  signs  of  recuperation.  From  this  time  for- 
ward, with  the  exception  of  a  slight  transient  diarrhoea,  no  complica- 
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tion,  local  or  general,  interfered  with  the  healing  and  cicatrization  of 
the  stumps.  Both  progressed  nearly  equally  towards  cure ;  and  on 
the  forty-second  day  after  the  operation,  the  patient  was  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  discharged  from  the  Hospital. 


Double  amputation. 
Hey's  operation.  Chopart's  operation. 


Case  2.  In  the  following  case  of  double  amputation,  Hey's  opera- 
tion was  performed  upon  one  foot,  and  Chopart's,  upon  the  other. — Vide 
plates. 

Pat.  Henly,  laborer,  set:  25,  was  admitted  to  the  Emigrants' 
Hospital,  10th  February,  1852.  Four  days  previous  to  his  admis- 
sion, both  of  his  feet  were  attacked  by  sphacelus,  induced  by  expo- 
sure, while  working  on  the  canal  near  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  He  was 
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in  a  condition  of  great  prostration,  and  exhibited  the  constitutional 
symptoms  usually  accompanying  gangrene.  The  feet  and  adjacent 
parts  were  discolored  and  tumefied  beyond  the  ankle.  The  extent  to 
which  the  sphacelus  would  extend  could  not  be  accurately  determined. 

The  patient  was  put  upon  appropriate  constitutional  remedies,  and 
cataplasms  smeared  with  balsam  Peru  were  ordered  to  be  applied,  so  as 
to  envelop  the  feet  entirely.  By  the  first  of  March,  the  line  of  de- 
marcation formed,  and  revealed  the  extent  to  which  the  tissues  were 
deprived  wholly  of  their  vitality.  The  destruction  of  the  tissues  of 
the  left  foot  extended,  on  the  dorsum,  from  the  toes  to  half  an  inch 
beyond  the  line  of  the  tarso-metatarsal  articulation,  and  on  the  sole 
of  the  foot,  to  about  an  inch  beyond  the  metatarso-phalangeal  articu- 
lation. The  right  foot  was  similarly  affected ;  the  sphacelus,  however, 
not  extending  as  far  by  about  half  an  inch. 

The  tissues,  above  the  lines  of  demarcation,  having  resumed  a 
healthy  character,  and  the  pathological  condition  permitting,  I  deemed 
it  expedient  to  remove  the  diseased  parts  by  Chopart's  operation  on 
one  foot  and  by  Hey's,  on  the  other.  The  same  general  disposition  of 
the  patient,  instruments  and  assistants  was  observed  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding case.  Using  the  same  long  narrow  blunt-backed  knife,  and 
standing  upon  the  left  of  the  patient,  for  Chopart's  operation,  a  semi- 
lunar incision  was  made  across  the  foot,  beginning  and  terminating  at 
the  two  ends  of  the  joint,  formed  by  the  articular  surfaces  of  the  cal- 
caneum  and  cuboid  bones,  behind,  and  the  astragalus  and  scaphoid 
bones,  in  front.  The  disarticulation  was  speedily  effected,  and  a  suf- 
ficiently large  flap  obtained  from  the  sole  of  the  foot.  Next,  without 
waiting  to  take  up  the  arteries,  and  not  changing  my  position,  I  forth- 
with proceeded  to  perform  Hey's  operation,  as  modified  by  Lisfranc,  on 
the  other  foot.  A  semilunar  incision  down  to  the  bones  was  made  across 
the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  beginning  externally  opposite  the  tuberosity 
of  the  fifth  metatarsal  bone,  and  terminating  half  an  inch  more  for- 
wards on  the  internal  side  of  the  joint.  The  line  of  articulation  be- 
tween the  tarsus  and  metatarsus  was  promptly  disjoined,  and  the 
operation  finished,  by  forming  the  flap  from  the  plantar  aspect  of  the 
foot. 

The  diseased  parts  once  removed,  the  administration  of  chloro- 
form was  discontinued.  The  arteries  were  now  picked  up  by  tenacula, 
held  in  either  hand,  and  tied  by  the  assistants.  The  tourniquets  were 
then  removed,  and  the  dressings  for  both  stumps  being  completed,  the 
patient  was  conveyed  to  bed.  From  this  time,  the  healing  process 
went  on  kindly  and  without  complication ;  and  in  six  weeks  after  the 
operation  the  patient  was  able  to  walk  about.    It  may  be  remarked 
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that  the  stump  resulting  from  Hcy's  operation,  became  entirely  cica. 
trized  one  week  earlier  than  that  resulting  from  Chopart's  operation. 
The  patient  is  now  pursuing  his  vocation  as  a  ferryman  on  the  East 
River. 


VENTRAL  PREGNANCY? 

Dear  Sir, 

The  report  of  a  case  of  ventral  pregnancy,  in  the  February  No. 
of  the  New- York  Medical  Gazette,  accredited  to  W.  W.  Valk,  M.  D. 
of  this  Village,  is  so  perverted  as  to  facts,  and  inaccurate  in  detail,  as 
to  demand  at  least  a  passing  notice  from  this  quarter. 

"  Mrs.  K  r,  says  the  Doctor,  a  Swiss,  and  about  forty  years  of 

age  came  under  our  care  on  the  2d  of  December,  1851.  For  the 
previous  six  or  seven  weeks  she  had  been  attended  by  another  Phy- 
sician, but  from  him  we  at  no  time  obtained  an  opinion  of  the  case,  or 
its  treatment.  From  the  statement  of  the  woman  herself,  and  her 
husband,  we  learned  that  in  the  month  of  January  previous  she  had 
been  delivered  of  twins.  One  of  these  was  brought  into  the  world 
dead,  by  the  use  of  instruments,  the  operation  by  her  description, 
having  been  excruciatingly  painful.  The  second  child  was  not  born 
until  the  third  day  subsequent  to  the  first.  The  presentation  was 
natural,  the  child  healthy  and  vigorous.  The  placentae  were  adhe- 
rent, and  had  to  be  separated  piecemeal,  giving  a  great  deal  of  pain, 
and  causing  considerable  hemorrhage.  Her  recovery  from  this  labor 
was  tedious  and  protracted,  and  her  opinion  very  decided,  that  in  the 
use  of  the  instruments  she  had  been  in  some  way  injured." 

Now  Sir,  almost  the  whole  of  the  above  quoted  paragraph,  is  in- 
accurate and  false,  and  I  regret  to  state  wilfully  so,  as  I  had  informed 
the.  Doctor,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Hedges,  of  all  the  particulars  of 
this  twin  labor,  long  before  the  publication  of  this  report.  The  facts 
arc  these. 

On  the  sixth  of  January,  1851,  Mrs.  K  r  was  delivered  of  a 

stillborn  infant,  by  my  father,  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  Bloodgood,  in  my 
presence,  by  the  operation  of  turning,  (it  being  a  shoulder  presenta- 
tion,) the  only  instrument  used  in  the  manipulation  being  my  fathers 
hand.  From  this  time  until  the  eighth  inst.  she  remained  free  from 
pain  although  another  foetus  still  remained  in  the  womb.  On  that 
morning  partrurient  efforts  recommencing,  she  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy  child,  the  presentation  being  natural.  The  placenta  not  pla- 
centa), (for  there  was  but  one,)  was  taken  away  whole,  not  piecemeal, 
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without  extraordinary  pain  or  hemorrhage.  Her  recovery  from  this 
labor  was  neither  tedious  nor  protracted ;  in  three  weeks  she  was 
about  the  house,  and  even  out  of  doors,  a  rather  more  favorable  state 
of  health  than  usually  happens  at  that  period  after  confinement. 

I  attended  this  patient  for  a  few  week's  prior  to  the  2d.  of  Decem- 
ber, at  which  time  she  was  much  as  the  Doctor  describes,  except  that 
the  uterus  was  larger  and  higher  above  the  pelvis  than  natural. 

I  saw  no  more  of  the  patient  until  the  30th  of  April,  1852.  Al- 
though I  heard  much  about  her,  the  case  having  become  notorious 
after  falling  into  the  Doctor's  hands.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  1  saw 
her  with  Dr.  Hedges,  and  himself,  he  having  stated  to  me,  that  the 
woman  was  in  labor,  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  action,  that  some- 
thing must  be  done,  that  his  rule  was,  not  to  allow  a  case  like  this  to 
remain  undelivered. 

"  In  the  afternoon,  (quoting  the  Doctor's  words,)  Drs.  Hedges, 
and  Bloodgood,  saw  her  with  us.  Both  gentlemen  regarded  the  case 
as  a  peculiar  one,  and  hopeless  as  to  recovery.  It  was  decided  to  use 
laudanum  enemata  and  await  events.  We  intimated  the  ultimate  ne- 
cessity of  an  operation,  but  neither  gentleman  seemed  inclined  to 
favor  our  opinion;  indeed  Dr.  Bloodgood  expressly  declined  being  a 
party  to  any  proposal  for  relief  by  the  knife,  he  would  rather  she 
should  die  as  she  was." 

"  With  Drs.  Hedges,  and  Bloodgood,  we  saw  her  again  on  the 
morning  of  the  first  of  May,  at  8  o'clock.  The  enemata  had  quieted  her, 
the  stomach  became  settled,  and  she  had  obtained  some  sleep.  There 
was  now  a  little  pain,  and  extreme  tenderness  in  both  iliac  regions. 
She  expresses  some  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  her  reckoning, 
starting  from  the  20th  of  August,  1851*  A  good  deal  of  air  and  fluid 
is  now  manifest  in  the  peritoneal  sac,  and  the  abdomen  feels  considera- 
bly softer.  No  motion  has  been  perceived  in  the  child  for  the  last  Jive 
days,  and  we  suspect  its  death,  etc.  &cP 

The  Doctor,  finding  Dr.  Hedges  and  myself  disinclined  to  favor 
his  operative  views,  calls  in  Drs.  Lowerree  and  Leggett,  on  the  14th. 
instant,  who  coincided  with  him  in  opinion;  and  on  the  16th.  instant, 
in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Lowerree,  and  an  unprofessional  gentleman,  he 
proceeded  to  perform  an  operation.  "  The  parts  were  fully  exposed, 
(says  the  Doctor,)  her  position  being  before  the  window,  the  hips  on 
the  edge  of  the  bed,  the  shoulders  elevated,  and  the  thighs  widely 
separated,  (a  truely  edifying  spectacle  for  a  non-professional  witness,) 

*  We  were  all  satisfied  at  this  time  she  had  passed  the  7  th.  month,  by  one 
week. 
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and  a  trocar  passed  through  the  neck  of  the  uterus  into  its  cavity." 
No  result  followed  of  the  slightest  benefit.  What  amount  of  injury- 
followed  is  not  mentioned.  On  the  17th  of  June  Professor  Gilman 
saw  the  case,  and  on  the  27th.  she  died. 

"The  time  had  come  when  light  was  to  be  thrown  upon  this 
curious  case,  and  its  mysteries  solved.  At  no  time  had  we  a  satis- 
fying conviction  beyond  the  fact  presented  on  the  30th  of  April,  that 
the  infant  could  never  come  into  the  world  per  vias  naturales.  We 
could  not  rely  upon  a  large  obstetric  experience  at  all  comparable 
with  Professor  Oilman's.  But  we  felt  a  strong  desire  to  operate  by 
an  abdominal  incision  at  that  time,  (30th.  of  April,)  because  the  child 
was  alive,  and  we  believed  it  was  the  mother's  only  chance  for  life. 
Had  we  been  sustained  in  our  opinion,  the  infant's  life  would  have 
been  secured,  and  the  woman's  death  a  matter  of  doubt.  Delays  are 
dangerous." 

From  the  history  of  the  case  thus  for,  I  think  it  must  appear  evi- 
dent to  every  professional  gentleman,  that  no  closure  of  the  mouth  of 
the  uterus  from  adhesive  inflammation,  the  result  of  injury  during 
her  first  labor,  could  have  taken  place  prior  to  the  time  that  Dr.  Valk 
took  charge  of  it.  The  fact  of  menstruation  recurring,  however  pain- 
fully, her  pregnant  state  when  he  first  saw  her,  are  proofs  positive  of 
a  pervious  state  of  the  womb  at  that  time.  At  no  time  subsequent 
to  the  30th  of  April,  (the  period  at  which  Dr.  Hedges,  and  myself 
saw  her,)  to  the  time  of  her  death,  could  any  operation  have  been 
performed  that  could  have  secured  the  life  of  the  child,  for  according 
to  the  Doctor's  own  showing,  it  was  dead  already ;  neither  could  the 
woman's  life  have  been  saved  thereby,  as  her  state  of  health  held 
forth  no  prospect  of  recovery  ;  hence  the  opinion,  (of  which  the  Doc- 
tor has  conveyed  an  erroneous  idea,)  that  I  would  rather  see  her  die 
a  natural  death  than  be  hastened  out  of  the  world  by  an  injudicious 
operation. 

As  his  "  friend  "  Dr.  Hedges  and  myself  were  not  invited  to  wit- 
ness the  post  mortem  examination,  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of 
Dr.  Charles  P.  Leggett,  who  was  present,  for  its  results. 

"  On  the  14th  of  June  I  visited  with  Dr.  Valk,  one  of  his  patients 
in  Washington-street  in  this  Village,  a  German  woman,  whose  lan- 
guage was  so  broken  that  I  could  scarcely  understand  any  thing  she 
said,  consequently  I  learned  from  Dr.  Valk  the  previous  history  of 
the  case,  which  was  very  much  as  stated  in  the  article  published  in  the 
Medical  Gazette  of  February  last.  At  his  request  I  made  a  vaginal 
examination,  and  could  detect  no  dilatation  of  the  Os  Tineas,  nor  any 
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vestige  of  the  ligamentous  band.  I  advised  the  operation  of  opening 
the  os  tineas  with  a  trocar  through  the  vagina,  to  draw  off  the  amnio- 
tic liquor  in  the  hope  of  bringing  on  real  Tabor,  with  dilatation  of  the 
os  tineas.  Dr.  Lowerree  agreed  with  my  views,  and  when  we  parted  it 
was  with  the  understanding  that  we  were  to  be  present  at  the  opera- 
tion, if  it  was  resorted  to,  and  at  the  Post  Mortem  which  was  resolved 
upon.  Until  I  learned  the  fact  from  the  February  No.  of  the  Gazette, 
I  was  not  aware  that  the  operation  had  been  attempted.  On  the  27th 
of  June  I  received  an  invitation  to  attend  the  Post  Mortem  from  Dr. 
Valk,  and  on  going  to  the  house  I  found  Dr.  Valk,  and  Lowerree, 
with  three  Laymen. 

"  The  abdomen  was  very  much  distended,  and  tympanitic,  and  on 
the  incision  a  considerable  quantity  of  gas  passed  off  before  the  fluid, 
which  was  of  a  dark  muddy  appearance.  The  child,  uterus,  (in  which 
it  was  found,)  and  apendages  were  evidently  in  a  state  of  decomposi- 
tion, and  it  appeared  to  me  that  life  had  been  extinct  some  weeks. 
I  should  not  suppose  that  the  child  would  have  weighed  over  seven 
pounds,  it  was  not  weighed  in  my  presence,  and  I  saw  it  placed  in  the 
coffin  with  its  mother,  after  the  abdomen  was  sewed  up  by  Drs.  Valk 
and  Lowerree. 

"  Dr.  Valk,  separated  the  walls  of  the  uterus  from  the  abdominal 
parietes,  and  pointed  out  the  undilated  neck  of  the  womb  down  in  the 
pelvis,  and  he  satisfactorily  demonstrated  to  us  both,  the  case  to  be 
one  of  natural  conception.  He  disagreed  with  the  opinion  of  Pro- 
fessor Gilman,  as  to  its  being  a  case  of  extra-uterine  foetation,  as  did 
also  Dr.  Lowerree  and  myself.  Dr.  Valk  then  attempted  to  introduce 
his  finger  through  the  neck  of  the  womb  from  above  downward,  but 
was  unable  to  pass  it  in  more  than  an  inch,  owing,  he  said,  to  the 
strong  adhesions. 

"  He  then  requested  Dr.  Lowerree  to  examine  it,  who  in  a  few 
moments,  'to  my  great  surprise,  passed  his  fore  finger  completely 
through  the  neck ;  I  think  rather  more  than  the  first  joint  passed  be- 
yond the  external  opening  into  the  vagina.  I  suggested  that  the  neck 
should  be  taken  out  and  preserved,  to  which  Dr.  Valk  made  no 
reply.  Nothing  further,  of  any  importance,  was  developed  by  the 
examination." 

In  conclusion,  I  would  merely  say  that  this  is,  as  the  Doctor  re- 
marked, a  noticeable  case,  because  of  its  very  rare  occurrence,  and  the 
singularity  of  the  phenomena  attending  it  from  first  to  last.  To  us 
unsophisticated  Doctors  up  here  in  the  country,  it  seems  to  have  been 
published  for  the  edification  of  the  profession  abroad,  and  the  unpro- 
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fessional  at  home,  as  it  has  been  pretty  freely  circulated  in  these  parts. 
With  this  summary  I  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands. 

Yours  truly, 

Abraham  Bloodgood. 

Flushing,  Long  Island,  March  12th,  1853. 

To  D.  Meredith  Reese,  M.  D.  L.  L.  D. 
775_Broadway,  New-York. 


REMARKS  ON  PLEURISY,  WITH  CASES. 

Communicated  by  Amasa  Trowbridge,  M.  D. 

As  cases  of  sickness  and  surgery  are  conducted  very  much  in 
their  treatment  at  the  present  day  by  public  opinion  and  individual 
interference,  by  persons  ignorant  of  pathology  or  the  nature  and  pro- 
cess of  disease,  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  a  short  communi- 
cation on  the  subject  of  Pleurisy,  a  common  disease,  and  often  a 
fatal  one. 

It  is  a  circumstance  to  be  deplored,  that  in  many  cases  of  pleurisy 
important  treatment  in  its  first  stages  is  neglected,  viz.  depletion, 
until  it  is  too  late  to  prevent  the  effects  of  excessive  inflammation. 

Treatment  is  often  used  which  is  widely  different  from  what  is 
indicated  and  demanded  by  the  nature  of  the  malady. 

And  this  is  a  natural  consequence,  when  every  person  sets  up  to 
be  their  own  physician  and  surgeon,  and  claim  not  only  to  possess  all 
knowledge  on  the  science  of  Medicine,  but  skill  to  practice  it. 

By  the  interference  of  such  persons,  the  sick  are  often  made  to 
swallow  a  farago  of  medicine  in  the  first  or  inflammatory  stage  of 
pleurisy,  pneumonia,  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  lung  fever,  etc.  And 
often  the  aid  of  medical  visionaries  are  called  for,  and  steam,  pepper 
and  lobelia.  The  botanic,  the  hydropathic,  the  homoeopathic  and  allo- 
pathic are  tried,  all  without  that  depletion,  which  for  centuries  past 
has  been  found  to  mitigate  and  arrest  the  disease  with  the  most 
success. 

This  desire  for  the  practice  of  charlatanism  by  ignorant  persons 
and  impostors  is  not  confined  alone  to  them,  but  cleaves  often  to 
strong  minds. 

These  errors,  to  which  I  allude,  are  not  all  committed  by  practi- 
tioners of  no  repute,  the  charge  may  be  laid  at  the  door  of  individuals 
of  no  inconsiderable  talents  ;  they,  too,  chime  in  with  these  pretenders 
after  truth. 
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A  practitioner  in  Watertown,  who  recently  represented  Jefferson 
Co.  in  the  State  Medical  Society  at  Albany,  published  the  following 
in  the  Reformer,  a  newspaper  of  this  village,  with  the  signature  of 
Medicus. 

"  What  else  but  a  visionary  speculation  could  have  induced  the 
practice  of  post-mortem  examinations,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  dis- 
ease ?  as  if  dead  organs  or  tissues  could  possibly  exhibit  a  just  exhi- 
bition by  which  to  judge  of  the  living." — "All  appearances  exhibited 
on  dissecting  a  dead  body  are  entirely  deceptive  and  illusory." — 
"  From  the  fondness  for  notoriety,  a  fashionable  toy  has  been  manu- 
factured and  distributed  among  the  faculty :  the  Stethescope,  this  hol- 
low bagatelle,  this  insipid  bauble,  has  obtained  the  sanction  of  sage 
professors  in  medical  institutes." 

All  the  principles  recognized,  and  which  the  most  intelligent  and 
skilful  physicians  have  learned  for  centuries  past  and  practised  with 
confidence,  safety,  and  success,  are  anathematized  by  a  late  member 
of  the  State  Medical  Society.  The  use  of  pathology,  postmortem 
examinations,  and  the  use  of  the  Stethescope,  etc.  are  discarded  as 
being  totally  useless. 

Many  of  these  physicians  are  very  accommodating  in  their  prac- 
tice— do  as  their  patients  desire — many  are  employed  from  the 
exercise  of  this  spirit  of  compromise.  They  are  selected  for  their 
accommodating  conduct,  they  get  credit  for  being  clever,  as  they  prac- 
tice all  ways. 

If  they  have  a  case  of  Pleurisy,  they  ask  the  patient  how  he  will 
be  treated1?  According  to  their  notions,  or  prejudices,  they  will  bleed, 
blister  and  use  other  depleting  remedies,  or  give  little  pills  and  pow- 
ders, a  vial  to  stimulate  their  nostrils.  Is  it  strange  that  the  science 
of  medicine  is  contemptuously  spoken  of,  when  such  conduct  is  noticed 
in  some  who  practice  it  ? 

And  what  do  the  boasting  steam,  botanic,  homoeopathic,  allopathic 
and  many  other  pathics  do  1  Why,  Cure  the  most  violent  pleurisy  in 
24  hours,  with  its  attending  alarming  symptoms,  without  bleeding, 
cupping,  counter-irritation,  or  any  antiphilogistic  remedies  whatever, 
by  giving  a  globule  of  sugar  mixed  with  a  drop  of  aconite,  in  its  40th 
degree  of  solution. 

Some  believers  in  clairvoyance,  practice  by  giving  the  medicine 
to  another  person,  will  do  just  as  well  as  if  taken  by  the  patient.  O, 
how  consoling  to  the  mother,  that  she  can  swallow  the  nasty  globules, 
and  save  the  little  darling  the  sickening  effects  of  the  drugs ! 

My  advice  to  all  sick  with  pleurisy,  is,  to  employ  an  honest  and 
skilful  physician,  and  to  such  physician,  I  would  say,  make  yourself 
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familiar  with  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the  forming  and  urgent  stages 
of  the  case,  and  if  you  are  depressed  in  feeling  by  interference  of 
empiricism  and  ignorance,  or  feel  deficient  in  your  own  skill,  call  in 
the  best  counsel  within  your  reach, — by  thus  doing,  you  will  best  se- 
cure your  own  peace  of  mind  and  discharge  your  duty  to  the  patient 
and  the  public. 

It  is  important  for  every  physician,  whether  he  is  an  operating 
surgeon  or  not,  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis,  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
possibility  of  the  fatal  termination  of  pleurisy,  by  neglecting  to  do 
what  might  have  been  done  even  in  the  last  stage  of  the  disease. 
Frequently,  by  neglecting  proper  treatment  in  ihc  commencement 
of  the  affection,  a  collection  of  fluid  is  formed  in  the  pleural  cavity, 
and  death  follows,  without  surgical  relief. 

I  will  briefly  state  the  incidents  of  a  few  cases  which  have  fallen 
under  my  observation  and  treatment. 

Brown,  aged  22,  of  good  habits  and  constitution,  was  attacked 
with  pleurisy,  which  continued  severe  for  14  days.  Neglect  of  good 
treatment  during  this  time,  there  was  now  a  subsidence  of  pain  iu  the 
side,  and  inflammatory  symptoms,  yet  he  did  not  get  well.  There 
was  cough  and  difficult  respiration.  He  was  treated  for  congestion 
of  the  lungs ;  eight  weeks  passed  and  no  improvement  of  his  case, 
but  a  reverse,  so  that  all  his  symptoms  indicated  speedy  dissolution, 
by  what  is  called  quick  consumption.  His  friends  gave  up  his  case 
as  hopeless.  I  visited  him  about  this  time.  He  was  taking  various 
consumptive  remedies  recommended  in  News  Papers,  and  other 
sources.  He  was  unable  to  lie  down,  with  constant  cough,  with 
expectoration  of  small  quantities  of  matter;  emaciated,  with  great 
prostration  of  all  his  vital  powers.  .,._..;„ ™ 

The  whole  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  on  percussion,  and  aus- 
cultation, gave  no  respiratory  murmurs.  Respiration  principally 
carried  on  by  the  abdominal  muscles;  pulse  140.  I  had  strong  convic- 
tions that  the  pleural  cavity  was  filled  with  fluid,  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  his  friends  around  him,  and  a  desire  for  relief  himself, 
I  opened  immediately  between  the  5th  and  6th  ribs  four  inches  from 
the  sternal  extremities,  with  a  large  sized  trocar,  and  drew  3  pints  of 
pus,  thick  and  with  much  stench.  I  placed  a  cork  stopper  in  the  tube 
left  in,  and  directed  a  further  drawing  in  eight  hours,  and  after  this, 
to  inject,  morning  and  evening,  a  tea  cup  full  of  warm  tea,  till  the 
discharge  should  diminish ;  and  then  other  stimulating  preparations, 
as  nitrate  silver,  etc. — to  take  good  wine  and  nutritious  food,  with 
tonic  medicine,  and  to  keep  at  a  distance  all  interference  from  quack- 
ery.— After  following  this  course  ten  weeks,  he  entirely  recovered. 
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Nicol,  aged  57,  was  attacked  with  severe  symptoms  of  pleurisy, 
which  threatened  his  life  for  the  first  3  weeks.  He  survived  the  first 
attack  and  convalesced  for  two  months,  with  cough  and  difficult  breath- 
ing, and  much  expectoration. — Various  treatment  was  adopted  for 
quick  consumption,  a  consultation  resulted  in  a  difference  of  opinion. 
One  gentleman  thought  it  was  dropsy  of  the  heart,  one,  that  it  was 
congestion  of  the  lungs,  one,  that  it  was  hypertrophy  of  that  organ, 
one,  that  it  was  fluid  in  the  pleural  cavity. — In  one  thing  there  was 
an  agreement,  viz.  that  Nicol  must  die,  without  relief. 

Further  counsel  was  obtained,  and  in  a  few  days  another  investi- 
gation was  made,  and  the  result  followed  as  dictated.  An  opening 
between  the  ribs  was  made  with  a  trocar,  and  five  pounds  and  two 
ounces  of  fluid  was  discharged,  a  similar  treatment  to  that  of  Brown's 
case  followed,  with  entire  recovery. 

A  lad,  aged  about  13  years,  near  Sackcts  Harbor,  suffered  with 
a  severe  attack  of  pleurisy. — After  the  subsidence  of  inflammation 
and  pain  in  the  side,  and  convalescing  for  several  weeks,  with  cough 
and  difficult  respiration ;  a  rising  of  the  scapula  and  fullness  of  that 
side  of  the  back,  was  discovered.  In  consultation  with  his  physician, 
we  supposed  that  all  this  was  produced  by  fluid  in  the  pleural  cavity, 
making  its  exit  in  that  direction,  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  its 
protruding  through  the  intercostal  spaces.  An  opening  was  made 
between  the  5th  and  6th  ribs  and  3  quarts  of  matter  discharged ;  a 
tube  was  kept  in,  and  injections  daily  used,  the  enlargement  of  the 
back  subsided,  and  in  a  few  months  the  lad  entirely  recovered. 

Fish,  aged  43,  was  attacked  with  pleurisy  ;  he  passed  the  inflam- 
matory stage,  and  yet,  at  the  usual  time,  when  a  solution  of  the  dis- 
ease should  have  taken  place,  his  cough  was  distressing  ;  and  strong 
hectic  symptoms  attended,  with  great  emaciation.  At  the  end  of  one 
year  he  expectorated  daily  a  large  quantity  of  offensive  matter,  which 
indicated  a  degenerated  condition  of  the  lungs,  and  that  extensive 
ulcerations  were  going  on.  He  was  expected  to  die  weekly  for  2 
years.  In  consultation,  it  was  supposed  that  fluid  had  first  formed  in 
the  pleural  cavity  and  had  made  its  way  into  the  lung,  and  out  through 
the  bronchial  tubes  by  coughing.  The  secreting  cavity  being  con- 
stantly emptied,  in  this  way,  of  its  morbid  secretion. 

An  opening  was  made  between  the  3  lower  ribs,  and  a  pint  of  pus 
discharged  of  a  greenish  color  and  offensive. 

In  a  few  days  after,  the  cough  and  raising  of  matter  principally 
subsided  ;  a  tube  was  placed  and  injections,  first,  of  the  chloride  of 
lime  occasionally  used.  On  doing  this,  the  injected  fluid  was  raised 
and  thrown  from  the  mouth  by  coughing.  Various  stimulating  injec- 
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tions  were  afterwards  used  ;  the  tube  kept  in  fur  several  months,  and 
the  ulcerated  portions  literally  washed  out,  daily.  An  improvement 
followed,  so  that  Fish  transacted  business  for  several  years  with  but 
little  cough  or  expectoration  and  but  little  discharge  from  the  tube. 

Hor,  aged  59,  of  Watertown,  was  attacked  with  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  pleurisy.  After  a  few  weeks,  under  a  depleting  system  of 
treatment,  the  pain  and  difficult  respiration  partly  subsided,  and  cough 
and  purulent  expectoration  followed,  with  hectic  symptoms.  I  was  con- 
sulted in  his  case  about  six  months  from  the  first  attack,  found  a  full- 
ness and  rising  of  the  intercostal  spaces  between  the  3d  and  4th  ribs, 
with  constant  cough  and  expectoration  of  offensive  matter,  with 
paroxysms  of  fever  and  night  sweats.  After  an  application  of  a  sup- 
purating poultice  a  few  days,  I  made  an  opening  with  a  double  edged 
scalpel,  passed  in  between  the  4th  and  5th  ribs,  which  produced  a 
discharge  of  nearly  a  pint  of  pus,  with  offensive  gas.  A  tube  was 
placed  and  matter  discharged  for  several  days ;  after  this,  injections 
of  tea  and  solutions  of  hydriodate  of  potassa,  alternated  with  nitrate 
of  silver,  was  used  occasionally,  which  at  first  was  partly  thrown  from 
the  mouth  by  coughing.  The  case  assumed  the  condition  of  that 
described  of  Fish,  and  was  treated  in  a  similar  manner  for  several 
months,  with  improvement  in  all  his  symptoms.  There  is  now,  twelve 
months  since  the  opening  was  made,  a  small  discharge  from  the  open- 
ing, covered  with  a  piece  of  adhesive  Emp.  without  a  tube. 

He  is  able  to  do  much  of  the  ordinary  business  of  a  farmer,  and 
is  gradually  improving  in  his  general  health. 

Many  similar  cases  to  those  stated  have  passed  under  my  obser- 
vation and  treatment,  which  if  described  would  give  too  much  length 
to  this  communication. 

I  have  seen  many  cases  that  had  passed  the  period  for  relief  from 
any  treatment,  in  their  last  stage.  It  seems  to  be  practiced  as  a  ge- 
neral rule  by  many,  that  Paracentisis  is  not  to  be  performed  till  there 
is  evident  signs  of  fluctuation,  or  of  fluid,  enlarging  the  side  and 
pressing  out  the  intercostal  spaces,  or  the  integuments  covering  them. 
Or,  till  the  heart  and  contents  of  the  thorax  arc  pushed  from  their 
natural  position,  or,  from  large  quantities  of  fluid  pressing  the  dia- 
phragm and  membranes  below  the  short  ribs,  and  forming  a  tumour. 
I  have  seen  many  cases  of  this  description.  They  are  suffered  to  pass 
on,  until  there  is  too  much,  and  extensive,  morbid  condition  of  the 
whole  contents  of  the  affected  side. 

There  may  be  a  failure  in  making  the  operation  of  opening  in 
these  cases.  The  membraneous  linings  beneath  the  ribs  may  be 
thickened  and  loose,  so  that  the  cutting  instrument  used  may  push  it 
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before  its  edge  or  point,  and  the  opening  not  extend  to  the  cavity. 
This  is  very  important  to  be  bourne  in  mind,  and  a  sharp  instrument 
always  used.  I  have  seen  no  bad  results,  as  some  writers  state,  by 
letting  air  pass  into  the  pleural  cavity  at  the  time,  or  after  the  ope- 
ration. I  use  no  precautionary  measures  to  prevent,  but  make  my 
openings  with  reference  only  to  a  free  discharge  of  fluid  and  the  ad- 
mission of  warm  air;  indeed,  this  is  necessary  in  some  cases.  In  some 
cases,  the  fluid  will  not  be  thrown  out  after  an  opening  is  made  and 
injections  used,  till  air  is  let  in  by  inspiration  and  thrown  out  by  ex- 
piration, it  is  often  mixed  with  a  morbidness  of  fluid  and  dried  mem- 
branous shreds. 

Thus  I  have  given  some  comments  and  a  short  history  of  some 

Cases  of  pleurisy.  Watertown,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  York,  Fcbr.  14th,  1853. 


Marine  Hospital. 

The  letter  from  Dr.  J.  W.  Sterling,  Chief  Physician  of  the 
Marine  Hospital  on  Statcn  Island,  came  too  late  for  insertion  entire 
in  this  number.  We  regret  this,  as  it  relates  to  a  bill  now  before  the 
legislature,  and  is  designed  to  correct  certain  fabrications  circulated 
among  the  members  of  both  houses,  by  which  some  of  them  have 
been  misled.  We  avail  ourselves  of  the  only  space  we  can  command 
for  the  "  statistics"  which  are  official,  and  must  omit  most  of  the  com- 
ments from  necessity. 

STATEMENT. 

Whole  number  of  patients  fully  treated  at  the  Marine  Hospital 
under  the  former  Health  officer,  (Dr.  Alexander  B.  Whiting,)  during 
less  than  one  year,  from  May  1st,  1848  to  April  23d,  1849,  7,905 
of  whom  died  1,290,  or  15^  per  cent. 

Whole  number  of  patients  treated  during  two  years, 
under  the  administration  of  Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  from 
April  23d,  1849,  to  April  30th,  1851,       -      -      -  ■    -  8,832 
of  whom  died  1,418,  or  16$  per  cent. 

Whole  number  of  patients  treated  under  the  organization 
of  the  Marine  Hospital  as  it  now  exists,  from  March  31st, 
1852,  to  March  1st,  1853,  a  period  of  11  months.  (See 

clerk's  statement.)  6,626 

of  whom  died  1,053,  or  16§  per  cent. 

From  the  above  statement  we  perceive  that  under  Dr.  Stewart's 
sway,  when  the  number  of  patients  per  annum  was  not  half  so  large 
as  it  was  last  year,  the  per  centage  of  mortality  was  one  half  percent, 
o-reater  than  when  Dr.  Whiting  presided,  and  only  one  half  per  cent, 
Fess  than  under  the  charge  of  the  present  Physician-in-chief. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  J ohn  W.  Sterling,  M.  D., 

Chief  Physician  of  the  Marine  Hospital 
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Selections. 

[We  give  place  to  the  following  article,  because  it  contains  sound 
sense,  and  is  suggestive  of  wholesome  truth,  much  needed  in  the  po- 
pular creed,  as  a  corrective  of  vulgar  error,  altogether  too  prevalent. 
There  is  gross  ignorance,  and  scandalous  impiety  in  ascribing  as  is 
too  often  done,  the  diseases  and  deaths  legitimately  chargeable  upon 
criminal  indulgence,  to  the  Providential  interposition  of  the  Creator 
by  direct  agency,  either  judicial  or  otherwise.  Witness  the  verdicts  so 
often  recorded  by  Coroners'  inquests  over  the  victims  of  drunken 
debauchery,  and  others  found  dead  in  the  midst  of  their  crimes  against 
nature  and  the  laws  of  life  '■'■Death  by  the  visitation  of  God!"  instead 
of  the  "  visitation  of  Rum,"  which  would  often  be  the  literal  truth. 
Dr.  H.  does  not  ignore  the  permissive  Providence  of  God,  but  dis- 
tinctly recognizes  it  in  his  strictures,  nor  does  he  deny  that  men  may 
be  punitively  or  judicially  dealt  with  by  their  Maker,  in  the  direct 
infliction  of  the  penalty  due  to  the  transgression  of  Nature's  laws 
in  certain  cases.  But  it  is  to  the  abuse  of  these  rational  and  Scriptural 
truths  he  refers,  as  when  men  charge  the  results  of  their  own  follies 
and  crimes  against  their  Maker.  Even  suicides,  voluntarily  and  pre- 
sumptuously such,  are  often  spoken  of  as  having  died  by  the  act  of 
God  !  which  can  only  be  true  of  such  as  are  impelled  by  insanity,  and 
not  even  then  if  their  malady  is  the  fruit  of  their  vices  or  intem- 
perance.] 

'God  in  Disease." 

BY    ARIEL    HUNTON,    M.  D. 

In  the  twelfth  number  of  the  Reporter,  1852,  page  433,  under  the 
head  of  Bibliographical  Notices,  a  book  by  James  F.  Duncan,  the 
title  of  which  is,  "  God  in  disease,"  is  noticed.  The  bare  title  is  all  I 
know  of  it,  but  supposing  it  teaches  what  I  frequently  hear  promul- 
gated by  individuals,  that  God  is  the  immediate  cause  of  our  mala- 
dies, and  dissolution,  I  dissent  from  the  opinion.  Physicians  are  the 
last  men  who  ought  to  be  bigoted,  or  superstitious ;  and  when  I  hear 
a  man  greeted  Doctor,  I  ought  to  be  assured  he  is  a  man  of  science, 
the  etymology  being  Doceo  ;  he  ought  to  be  a  teacher,  or  capable  of 
teaching,  he  ought  also  to  be  a  philosopher,  for  the  whole  of  our 
science  is  philosophical. 

If  any  one  is  disposed  to  aver  that  the  Great  first  cause  has  created 
our  bodies  frail,  that  we  are  susceptible  of  disease  when  we  expose 
ourselves  to  the  causes  of  disease,  I  will  admit  the  fact.   I  have  an 
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objection  to  the  young  or  old  being  taught  that  God  is  directly  the 
cause  of  our  maladies.  We  are  the  authors  of  our  sickness,  by  errors 
iu  diet,  exercise,  ventilation,  intemperance,  &e.  infringement  of  the 
physical  laws  of  our  frame  ;  any  thing  carried  to  excess  is  intemper- 
ance. If  our  disease  is  from  heriditary  predisposition,  it  implies  a 
wrong  in  our  ancestors,  and  these  are  the  causes  of  all  our  ills,  aside 
from  accidents.  It  is  averred  with  much  truth,  by  late  writers,  that 
great  exertions  are  in  progress  to  improve  our  domestic  animals,  to 
the  entire  neglect  of  the  human  species.  Let  us  examine  our  own 
habits,  and  try  to  improve  them. 

If  a  mechanic  in  one  of  our  cold  winter  days,  with  his  shop  at 
summer  heat,  steps  out,  minus  hat  and  coat,  while  in  a  sensible  pers- 
piration, to  see  some  passer  by,  and  procrastinates  his  stay  longer 
than  he  intended,  he  feels  chilly,  but  cannot  leave  his  friend  as  soon 
as  he  ought.  When  he  returns  to  his  shop  he  has  a  chill  and  fever, 
and  finally  a  peripneumony  which  ends  his  days.  Has  God  caused 
this  man's  disease  or  death  1  It  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  in- 
fringement of  one  of  the  laws  of  the  human  frame ;  the  man  violated 
this  law,  and  suffered  the  penalty.  Is  a  man  in  a  state  of  intoxication 
at  night,  he  will  be  sick  the  next  morning  ;  did  God  make  him  sick  ! 
In  the  vicinity  of  my  residence  three  men  have  lately  died  of  delirium 
tremens,  after  a  long  course  of  tippling  and  drunkenness ;  did  those 
men  kill  themselves  by  infringing  on  one  of  the  physical  laws  of  their 
frames,  or  did  God  kill  them  1  My  wish  is  to  be  rational  and  con- 
sistent, and  not  adopt  any  sentiments  except  such  as  will  stand  the 
test  of  scrutiny.  I  request  others  to  do  the  same ;  let  us  think,  test, 
judge,  have  our  minds  open  to  conviction,  even  should  it  thwart  some 
of  our  cherished  theories  ;  "  he  who  never  alters  his  mind,  never  cor- 
rects any  of  his  errors."  Our  world  is  progressing  ;  science  is  onward ; 
investigation  is  the  order  of  the  day ;  let  the  medical  profession  re- 
port progress,  and  where  evidence  and  reason  point  the  way,  follow, 
and  you  will  seldom  be  in  the  wrong  path ;  let  the  profession  occupy 
the  first  rank  in  science,  morals,  and  integrity. 

After  this  great  First  Cause  has  made  physical  laws  to  govern 
our  frames,  Avhich  are  immutabe,  and  we  implicitly  obey  them,  we 
shall  be  afflicted  with  very  few  diseases,  shall  live  to  a  good  old 
age,  and  wear  out  like  useful  machines  ;  but  if  we  disobey  or  infringe 
on  those  laws,  sickness,  pain,  and  anguish  will  follow  as  a  punish- 
ment. God  has  prepared  remedies  to  heal  all  our  maladies,  if  they 
are  judiciously  applied  ;  but  should  they  be  injudiciously  applied, 
they  must  be  inert,  or  do  harm.  And  further,  God  has  not  inform- 
ed us  of  the  medical  virtues  of  any  article  in  the  materia  medica, 
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but  left  that  for  our  investigation  ;  this  ought  to  excite  us  to  dili- 
gence, and  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost,  to  fathom  His  law  on 
this  subject.  It  will  be  acknowledged  by  every  medical  man,  that 
rhubarb  was  made  for  a  cathartic;  but  let  an  illiterate,  ignorant 
pretender,  prescribe  rhubarb,  as  an  emetic,  saying  to  the  patient^ 
I  think  by  the  Divine  blessing,  this  will  cause  you  to  vomit;  will 
he  not  be  very  liable  to  be  disappointed  1  He  has  not  used  it  for 
the  purpose  God  intended,  and  will  He  abrogate  His  laws,  to  con- 
form to  the  caprice  or  ignorance  of  any  man  ;  if  He  does,  He  is 
not  immutable  !  Again,  a  patient  is  afflicted  with  diabetes ;  one 
of  the  faculty,  without  sufficient  reflection,  or  investigation,  pre- 
scribes nitrous  oether,  or  nitrate  of  potash,  to  avert  the  flow  of 
urine ;  will  not  the  prescriber  be  foiled  1  The  medicine  will  not 
be  blessed  to  the  healing  of  the  patient,  because  it  was  not  intended 
to  produce  such  an  effect.  A  patient  has  a  catarrh,  or  common 
cold,  he  does  not  expectorate,  and  he  is  directed  to  take  an  infusion 
made  of  our  most  astringent  vegetables ;  think  you  that  blessings 
will  be  conferred  on  the  prescription  so  as  to  produce  an  expec- 
torant effect  1  This  subject  may  be  illustrated  in  a  thousand  ways, 
and  all  tend  to  the  same  result.  I  first  seek  to  know  the  medical 
virtues  of  the  article  I  use.  and  what  effect  it  was  intended  to  pro- 
duce on  the  human  frame ;  and  then  investigate  the  nature  of  the 
disease.  Then  1  think  I  can  prescribe  in  a  judicious  manner,  and 
if  in  season,  1  shall  not  often  be  disappointed.  I  intend  to  investigate 
the  specific  virtues  of  my  prescriptions  ;  the  location,  and  etiology 
of  the  disease  I  am  prescribing  for,  that  I  may  be  capable  of  giving 
a  reason  for  my  mode  of  practice.  While  I  am  on  this  part  of  my 
subject,  I  may  allude  to  the  fact,  that,  clergymen  are  very  prone,  on 
funeral  occasions,  to  aver  to  the  bereft,  that  God  has  taken  away 
their  friend :  whereas,  it  is  the  disease  that  kills  the  patient,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  disregarding,  or  violating  the  physical  laws  of  our 
natures.  I  fear  my  ideas  will  disturb  some  tender  mind,  but  I  will 
endeivorto  write  nothing  but  truth,  and  where  that  points  the  way, 
there  I  shall  travel,  should  I  be  alone ;  but  I  feel  confident  I  shall 
have  the  thinking  and  reflecting  for  my  associates.  If  our  clergymen 
were  to  teach  the  structure,  and  functions  of  our  bodies,  and  the  laws 
that  govern  the  human  frame,  and  the  impropriety  of  transgressing 
those  laws,  it  would  be  of  uncalculable  benefit  to  the  human  family ; 
and  more  honorable  than  to  see  their  names  appended  to  patent  me- 
dicines. These  wholesome  precepts  are,  however,  usually  disregarded. 

Hyde  Ptrk,  V't,  Jan.  1853.  From  the  N.  1.  Repoitsr. 
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VERATRUM  VIRIDE. 

[From  an  able  article  on  this  subject  by  Dr.  Norwood,  of  Cokes- 
bury,  South  Carolina,  in  a  late  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  we  make  the  following  extracts.  If  it  possesses  a 
moiety  of  the  powers  ascribed  to  it,  the  ardent  and  earnest  zeal  of  Dr. 
Norwood,  in  urging  it  upon  the  profession,  is  not  only  excusable  but 
meritorious.  We  have  only  room  for  one  of  the  testimonials  he  pub- 
lishes, viz:  that  from  Professor  Carnochan,  of  our  own  city.] 

"  Veratrum  viride,  green  hellebore,  American  hellebore,  is  not  our 
common  Poke-root  or  Phytolacca  Decandra,  but  is  the  poke  weed,  ve- 
ratrum viride,  and  is  entirely  different  in  its  appearance  and  proper- 
ties.   Again — it  is  called  white  hellebore,  by  the  shakers,  and  those 
ordering  the  veratrum  wide  often  get  the  white  hellebore  proper,  or 
European,  for  it,  by  not  being  specific  in  the  correction  of  the  error  in 
name.    The  properties  and  powers  of  veratrum  viride  are  the  follow- 
ing :  1st,  acrid.  This  property  is  very  limited  and  confined  to  the 
fauces.    2d.  It  is  adanagic,  deobstruent  or  alterative :  this  property  it 
possesses  in  a  marked  and  very  high  degree ;  not  equalled  by  calo- 
mel or  iodine  in  this  particular,  which  will  adapt  it  to  the  relief  and 
cure  of  many  diseases  hitherto  beyond  the  reach  of  any  remedy.  Of 
this  class  of  diseases,  those  which  we  think  will  be  much  benefitted  by 
it,  are  cancer  and  consumption.    3d.  It  is  actively  and  decidedly  ex- 
pectorant, so  much  so  that  we  rarely  add  any  other  article.    4th.  Ik 
is  one  of  the  most  certain  diaphoretics  belonging  to  the  materia  medi- 
ca  :  it  often  excites  great  coolness  or  coldness  of  the  surface ;  in  some 
cases  the  skin  is  rendered  merely  soft  and  moist ;  in  other  instances, 
the  perspiration  is  free,  and  at  other  times  it  is  most  abundant ;  but, 
notwithstanding  its  profuseness,  it  does  not  reduce  or  exhaust  the  sys- 
tem, as  many  diaphoretics  do  when  in  excess,  and  therefore  need  not 
excite  alarm  nor  be  suspended  on  that  account.    5th.  It  is  nervine, 
not  narcotic,  under  any  circumstances  ;  as  since  our  first  article,  we 
have  taken  it  more  than  twenty  times  to  test  its  varied  powers,  and 
we  have  taken  it  in  all  quantities,  from  the  production  of  free  emesis 
down  to  the  minimum  dose.    This  property  renders  it  of  great  value 
in  the  treatment  of  painful  diseases  and  such  as  are  accompanied  with 
convulsions,  morbid  irritability  and  irritative  mobility.    For  example 
—pneumonia,  rheumatism,  puerperal  fever,  convulsions  generally,  and 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  &c.    6th.  It  is  one  of  the  most  certain  and 
efficient  emetics  known,  and  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  meet  that  indi- 
cation in  whooping  cough,  asthma,  croup,  scarlet  fever,  and  in  all  cases 
•where  there  is  much  febrile  and  inflammatory  action.  It  often  excites 
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severe  nausea  and  frequent  vomiting,  which,  taken  in  connection  with 
great  paleness,  often  alarms  the  patient  and  by-standers ;  but  these 
effects,  when  in  excess,  are  readily  relieved  by  one  or  two  full  portions 
of  morphine  and  tinct.  of  ginger,  or  of  laudanum  and  brandy.  One 
grand  and  leading  feature  is,  that  the  exhaustion  which  follows  it,  is 
not  excessive  and  permanent,  but  confined  merely  to  the  effort. 
Again,  the  matter  first  ejected,  is  a  large  quantity  of  thick  slimy  mu- 
cus, and  soon  after,  the  liver  is  called  on  to  pour  forth  its  own  fluid 
in  abundance.  7th.  The  seventh  property  is  its  most  valuable  and  in- 
teresting, and  for  which  it  stands  unparalleled  and  unequaled  as  a 
therapeutic  agent.  So  much  has  already  been  written  on  what  we 
call  the  sedative — arterial  sedative — properties  of  the  agent,  or  the 
power  it  possesses  of  controlling  r.nd  regulating  arterial  action,  that 
we  shall  not  again  run  over  the  amount  of  evidence  on  this  part  of 
the  subject.  By  virtue  of  this  and  other  powers,  the  treatment  of 
disease  has  been  much  simplified,  and  when  the  effects,  recorded  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  G.'s  negro  woman,  shall  have  been  fully  considered, 
we  may  bid  adieu  to  much  of  the  supposed  necessity  for  stimulants 
*"  in  the  treatment  of  atonic  cr  asthenic  cases.  We  challenge  the  medi- 
cal world  to  produce  its  equal,  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  for  certainty  of 
effect,  for  extent  of  effect,  or  for  peculiarity  of  effect,  and  the  ease  and 
safety  with  which  it  may  be  administered  to  small  and  great.  In 
small  portions,  we  have  found  nothing  to  equal  it  in  exciting  and  pro- 
moting appetite. 

"  The  formula  we  use  is  the  following : 

Ij, .  Eoot  of  veratrum  viride,  dried,  .  .  f  8 
Alcohol,  of  the  shops,  undiluted,  .  .  .  "16 
Let  it  stand  from  ten  days  to  two  weeks.  Medium  dose  for  an  adult 
male,  eight  drops,  to  be  increased  one  or  two  drops  every  portion, 
until  nausea  or  vomiting,  or  a  reduction  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse 
takes  place ;  then  reduce  one-half  in  all  cases.  Females,  and  per- 
sons from  14  to  18  years  of  age,  should  commence  with  six  drops, 
and  increase  as  above.  Children,  from  one  to  two  years  of  age,  to 
commence  with  one  drop  ;  from  two  to  five  years  of  age,  two  drops, 
and  increase  one  drop.  The  usual  interval  with  us  is  three  hours  be- 
tween the  portions.  In  ordinary  cases  of  pneumonia,  we  usually  con- 
tinue it  three  days  after  the  symptoms  are  subsided.  In  typhoid  fe- 
ver, and  many  other  diseases,  it  requires  to  be  continued  much  longer. 
For  the  satisfaction  and  information  of  the  profession,  we  would  state 
that  it  may  be  continued  indefinitely,  or  any  length  of  time,  in  mode- 
rate doses,  or  short  of  nausea,  without  the  least  inconvenience.  The 
only  objection  that  could  be  urged,  is  the  increase  of  appetite,  or  de- 
•ire  for  food.    It  is  not  cathartic-— it  is  like  all  other  remedial  agents, 
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subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  making  it  out  of  the  ques- 
tion for  a  person  to  lay  down  any  but  general  directions  for  regulat- 
ing the  dose.  We  are  better  pleased  with  the  method  adopted  for 
getting  its  first  impression  by  Dr.  Welburn,  of  Farmvillc,  Alabama, 
than  with  our  own.  We  allude  to  the  short  interval  between  the  first 
three  portions  he  administers  :  He  gives  '  six  drops,  in  ten  minutes 
seven  drops,  in  ten  minutes  more  eight  or  ten  drops ;  and  then  sus- 
pends the  dose  till  vomiting  occurs,'  which  will  be  sure  to  take  place 
in  U  large  majority  of  cases.  In  the  outset  of  many  cases,  we  would 
recommend  Dr.  Welburn's  manner  of  using  it.  In  a  male,  twenty- 
five  drops  is  the  largest  quantity  we  have  known  to  be  required  to 
excite  emesis,  and  sixteen  drops  in  the  female  when  given  in  the  man- 
ner and  at  the  intervals  we  have  directed.  There  need  be  no  danger 
apprehended  of  its  exciting  inflammation  of  the  stomach — we  have 
given  special  attention  to  that  particular.  It  is  peculiar  and  at  the 
same  time  interesting  in  its  effects.  The  fact  of  its  acting  as  a  seda- 
tive on  almost  every  other  portion  of  the  system,  diminishing  the  vas- 
cular and  muscular  action  and  motion  of  every  other  part,  and  increas- 
ing that  of  the  stomach.  We  have  seen  it  produce  emesis  in  very  sus- 
ceptible persons,  and  the  contractions  of  the  stomach  were  so  rapid  as 
to  be  almost  continuous  and  uninterrupted ;  but  a  strong  alcoholic 
tincture  of  ginger  and  morphine  would  afford  more  prompt  and  im- 
mediate relief  than  any  other  articles  that  we  have  ever  used.  We 
have  never  seen  a  case  that  failed  to  be  relieved  by  the  above  reme- 
dies in  thirty  minutes.  The  great  advantage  of  the  remedy  is  that  it 
does  not  exhaust  longer  than  the  effort  to  vomit  is  concerned.  A  great 
many  remedies  leave  the  patient  in  an  exhausted  and  enfeebled  con- 
dition, aside  from  the  effort  or  immediate  action — not  so  with  the  ve- 
ratrum  viride.  Again,  tartar  emetic  should  never  be  given  with  it, 
in  any  form  or  manner.  The  only  cases  in  which  we  have  seen  the 
tincture  of  veratrum  viride  purge,  were  when  given  in  combination 
with  tartar  emetic,  or  with  Coxe's  hive  syrup.  In  most  of  these  cases 
it  excited  a  violent  cholera-morbus.  We  would  not  think  of  giving 
the  tincture  of  veratrum  viride  where  tartar  emetic  had  been  used, 
without  preceding  it  with  a  full  dose  of  morphene  or  laudanum  at 
least  one  hour.  We  have  known  many  fall  out  with  the  veratrum  vi- 
ride when  it  was  not  at  fault.  Again,  venesection,  when  a  large  quan- 
tity of  blood  is  drawn,  increases  materially  its  effects,  whereas  opium 
and  morphine  lessens  or  diminishes  them.  If  a  patient  had  been  bled 
freely,  preceded  or  followed  by  a  liberal  use  of  tartar  emetic,  and 
then  followed  up  with  medium  portions  of  the  tincture  of  veratrum 
viride,  we  should  anticipate  and  prepare  for  drastic,  if  not  hazardous 
effects. 
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"New- York,  Sept.  22d,  1851. 

"At  the  request  of  Dr.  Norwood,  of  South  Carolina,  in  order  to 
test  the  effects  of  the  internal  administration  of  the  veratrum  viride 
upon  the  circulation,  I  selected  four  cases  in  my  wards,  and  ordered 
the  tincture  of  the  root  to  be  prescribed  as  follows : 

"  Case  1st.  Adult  female  :  extensive  fissure  of  the  anus  and  rectum, 
spasmodic  contraction  of  the  sphincter  ani.  with  excessive  pain;  pulse 
130.  Dose,  five  drops  every  three  hours.  Pulse  reduced  to  68  in 
fifteen  hours. 

"Case  2d.  Adult  male:  morbus  coxarius;  pulse  99.  Dose,  from 
five  to  eight  drops  every  three  hours.  Pulse  reduced  in  twelve  hours 
to  50  beats. 

"Case  3d.  Adult  male :  articular  rheumatism  ;  pulse  120.  Dose, 
from  five  to  eight  drops  every  three  hours.  Pulse  reduced  to  80  in 
fifteen  hours. 

"  Case  4th.  Adult  male :  the  effects  of  the  operation  by  excision 
for  large  sarcolated  hydroceles  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  on  both  sides ; 
pulse  102.  Dose,  five  drops  every  three  hours.  Eeduction  in  ten 
hours  to  60  beats. 

"  I  should  have  much  confidence  in  the  salutary  action  of  the  vera- 
trum viride  in  cases  of  acceleration  of  the  pulse  in  traumatic  lesion  of 
any  of  the  vital  organs,  in  patients  of  a  robust  constitution,  or  with 
sthenic  diathesis.  J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D. 

"  Purgeon  of  the  New-York  Emigrant's  Hospital ; 
Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  New-York  Med.  College."  J 


Case  of  Abstinence  for  three  months,  no  Food  during  that  pe- 
riod, being  taken  into  the  Stomach. 

By  J.  L.  Pierce,  M.  D.  of  Fallsington,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1836,  my  friend,  Dr.  May,  was  about 
leaving  Philadelphia  for  the  East,  and  requested  me  to  take  charge  of 
a  number  of  cases  of  considerable  interest,  which  he  then  had  under 
his  care.  Among  these  was  a  lady  who  had  for  many  months  been 
severely  affected  with  disease  of  the  stomach.  As  the  exact  charac- 
ter of  the  disease  may  admit  of  dispute,  and  as  it  is  not  this  to  which  I 
wish  to  draw  attention,  but  a  peculiarity  in  the  mode  of  treating  it,  I 
have  headed  the  article  in  the  manner  it  stands. 

I  called,  with  Dr.  May,  to  see  this  patient  on  the  13th  of  January, 
1836.  She  was  about  26  years  of  age,  sallow  complexion,  emaciated, 
pulse  120,  feeble,  but  regular.    A  spot  over  the  left  epigastric  region, 


168 


THE  NEW-YORK 


of  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  was  very  tender  on  pressure,  and 
considerable  tenderness  existed  for  some  distance  around  it.  Her  ap- 
petite, though  not  craving,  was  sufficiently  good  to  enable  her  to  eat 
almost  any  food,  though  she  had  been  restricted  to  a  very  simple  diet. 
Her  bowels  were  open  every  two  or  three  days,  passages  natural. 
She  was  in  the  habit  of  vomiting  several  times  a  day,  and  her  food 
was  generally  rejected  within  a  few  minutes  after  it  was  taken.  She 
had  been  sick  about  three  months,  and  had  been  confined  to  the  bed 
a  large  portion  of  this  time. 

I  was  informed  that  her  case  had  been  considered  as  carcinoma  of 
the  stomach.  Her  treatment  had  consisted  of  such  articles  as  were 
calculated  to  allay  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  the  vomiting, 
and  to  quiet  the  severe  pains  of  the  epigastric  region.  A  constant 
sore  had  been  kept  up  over  the  affected  spot  by  means  of  blisters, 
which  were  dressed  with  anodyne  ointments,  and  occasionally  leeches 
were  applied  to  the  spot. 

On  taking  charge  of  the  case,  I  watched  it  for  some  days  very 
closely.  I  found  that  neither  food  nor  medicine  appeared  to  remain 
upon  the  stomach,  but  that  as  often  as  either  was  administered,  vo- 
miting ensued ;  and  with  the  food  ejected  there  was  from  a  tea-spoon- 
ful to  a  table-spoonful  of  matter,  such  as  is  usually  discharged  from 
an  abscess.  Should  nothing  be  taken  into  the  stomach  for  some 
hours,  emesis  would  take  place  of  this  kind  of  substance  by  itself. 
During  the  first  week,  I  pursued  the  same  mode  of  treatment  as  had 
been  made  use  of  formerly,  but  I  soon  became  satisfied  that  it  was 
altogether  useless,  and  that  the  patient  must  sink  unless  some  more 
effectual  plan  were  adopted.  The  simplest  medicine  taken  into  the 
stomach  was  rejected  as  soon  as  the  severer  kind,  and  even  gum  Ara- 
bic water,  or  barley  water,  was  as  irritating  as  oysters  or  roast  beef 
could  have  been. 

Towards  the  close  of  January  I  asked  her  if  she  was  willing  to 
submit  for  one  month  to  an  entire  abstinence  of  all  kinds  of  food  by 
the  mouth,  and  be  nourished  solely  by  enemata.  The  idea  was  a 
novel  one  to  myself,  but  my  view  was  that  the  stomach  must  rest, 
and  let  the  character  of  the  disease  be  what  it  might,  it  would  thereby 
stand  a  much  better  chance  of  healing.  That  there  was  a  suppurating 
sore  in  the  stomach  appeared  evident,  and  rest  was  absolutely  essen- 
tial. She  was  now  exceedingly  emaciated,  and  so  feeble  that  she  was 
entirely  confined  to  the  recumbent  posture. 

On  the  first  day  of  February  we  entered  upon  our  new  mode  of 
treatment.  I  directed  lamb,  or  mutton  broth,  of  good  quality  to  be 
kept  constantly  on  hand,  and  half  a  pint  to  be  used  as  an  enema  every 
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three  hours.  During  the  first  week  I  allowed  her  to  take  not  ex- 
ceeding a  tea-spoonful  at  a  time  of  giim  Arabic  water  or  pure  water, 
several  times  a  day,  with  t  e  request  that  she  would  lessen  the  fre- 
quency of  it  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
refrain  from  it  entirely  on  the  commencement  of  the  second  week. 
She  very  readily  acceded  to  my  wishes  in  every  respect,  and  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt  of  her  acting  with  perfect  honesty  towards  me.  I 
kept  up  a  running  sore  over  the  epigastric  region,  which  I  dressed 
with  simple  cerate,  or  basilicon  ointment,  sprinkled  with  morphia. 

During  the  first  week  my  patient  vomited  from  three  to  six  times 
daily,  discharging  pus,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  matter  resemb- 
ling tubercles.  Her  sensation  of  hunger  was  at  times  great,  but  she 
bore  it  with  remarkable  fortitude.  At  the  expiration  of  the  wreek  she 
was  evidently  more  comfortable,  and  became  increasingly  so  during 
each  succeeding  week  of  the  month,  at  the  close  of  which  her  condi- 
tion was  as  follows :  Vomiting  occurs  on  an  average  about  twice  a 
day  ;  substance  discharged  the  same  as  before,  tinged  with  a  little 
blood  ;  tongue  clean  ;  pulse  fuller  than  formerly,  and  less  frequent ; 
countenance  more  healthy.  I  now  asked  her  if  she  were  willing  to 
continue  the  same  treatment  for  another  month.  She  did  not  hesitate 
in  giving  a  prompt  response ;  and,  during  this  month,  not  a  drop  or 
morsel  of  any  thing  passed  her  lips. 

April  1.  Condition  in  every  way  improved.  The  vomiting  oc- 
curs once  in  two  or  three  days  ;  quantity  less ;  appearance  of  discharge 
white,  with  but  very  few  of  those  particles  resembling  tubercles  j 
bowels  regular ;  pulse  90  ;  very  little  pain  ;  strength  improving. 

I  now  requested  her  to  continue  the  treatment  one  month  longer. 
She  consented  to  do  so,  and  it  was  astonishing  how  rapidly  the  im- 
provement progressed.  By  the  middle  of  the  month  I  consider  the 
cure  to  have  been  nearly  completed,  but  thought  it  best  not  to  depart 
from  the  course  we  had  been  pursuing,  lest  irritation  of  the  stomach 
should  renew  the  vomiting,  and  other  unpleasant  symptoms.  About 
the  24th  of  the  month  I  allowed  her  a  tea-spoonful  of  gum  Arabic 
water  three  or  four  times  a  day,  with  directions  to  increase  it  in  fre- 
quency each  successive  day,  so  that  the  stomach  might  be  gradually 
prepared  for  its  usual  nourishment.  By  the  close  of  the  month  I  felt 
satisfied  that  the  disease  of  the  stomach  had  ceased,  that  the  sore  had 
healed,  and  that  my  patient,  by  a  forbearance  and  perseverance  sel- 
dom equalled,  had  been  rescued  from  an  untimely  grave.  She  was 
now  able  to  sit  up  a  considerable  portion  of  the  day,  a  part  of  the 
time  attended  to  some  needle  work  or  knitting ;  could  walk  some  dis- 
tance without  assistance ;  complexion  good  ;  pulse  80 ;  bowels  regular, 
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and  much  fleshier  than  when  I  commenced  my  attendance  upon 
her. 

I  continued  calling  on  the  patient  occasionally  until  the  18th  of 
May,  when  I  took  my  leave  of  her,  with  many  blessings  showered 
upon  my  head. 

In  consequence  of  her  removal  to  Southwark  I  lost  sight  of  this 
patient  for  nearly  two  years,  when  I  accidentally  met  her  in  the  street. 
Her  appearance  had  so  much  improved  that  I  scarcely  recognized  her, 
and  she  assured  me  that  she  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  uninterrupted 

health.  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Science. 


Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  for  1852. 

[The  following  extracts  from  this  document  cannot  fail  to  interest 
our  readers.  They  refer  to  the  Hospitals  on  Staten  Island,  and 
Ward's  Island.] 

MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    DEPARTMENT     ON  WARD'S 

ISLAND. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  service  at  Ward's  Island,  including  both 
the  regular  practice  of  the  Hospital  and  also  attendance  on  the  nu- 
merous cases  occurring  in  the  Refuge  among  its  inmates,  not  requir- 
ing regular  hospital  nursing,  continues  under  the  charge  of  the  medi- 
cal board  of  eight  visiting  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  the  assistant 
resident  medical  staff,  as  fully  detailed  in  the  last  annual  report  of  this 
Commission. 

Taking  the  Hospital  department  proper,  its  statistics  for  1852 
present  the  following  results : 

There  were  cared  for  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year,     .  10,966 

Of  whom  there  died,  1,201 

Were  discharged  cured  or  relieved,  ....  8,942 
Remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year,         .       .       .  823 

10,966 

Taking  the  ratio  of  mortality  on  the  principle  of  the  last  year's  re- 
port, and,  as  is  common  in  hospital  statistics,  upon  all  the  cases  under 
treatment  in  the  Hospital,  this  gives  the  ratio  of  about  10Y%  per  cent, 
being  about  a  half  per  cent,  less  than  during  1851.  Taking  the  ratio 
of  deaths  upon  the  Island  on  all  the  cases  treated,  1 8,287,  the  pro- 
portion is  8,52  per  cent.  The  deaths  in  the  Hospital  include  all 
those  from  typhus  fever,  and  other  diseases  complicated  with  it,  and 
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those  from  cholera,  and  no  deduction  is  made  of  those  who  died  soon 
after  their  arrival.  As  usual  in  this  establishment,  a  very  large  num- 
ber were  extremely  prostrated  when  received,  having  suffered  from 
exposure,  privation,  and  during  the  winter,  or  in  long  and  tempestuous 
sea  voyages.  Many  of  the  deaths  were  of  patients  who  entered  in  a 
hopeless  state  from  incurable  disease.  Thus  phthisis  was  the  cause  of 
death  in  211  cases.  The  surgical  cures  comprised  many  of  injuries 
and  fractures,  and  many  of  an  acute  character.  A  large  number  of 
capital  and  difficult  operations  were  performed,  and  with  gratifying 
success. 

MARINE   HOSPITAL   AT   QUARANTINE,   ON  STATEN 
ISLAND. 

The  effects  of  the  severity  of  the  last  winter,  both  here  and  on  the 
Atlantic,  and  the  wretched  and  enfeebled  state  of  many  of  the  passen- 
gers who  arrived  at  this  port  after  the  tempestuous  and  inclement 
passages  of  December,  1851,  and  the  first  four  months  of  1852,  were 
strongly  manifested  in  the  Hospitrl  at  Quarantine,  by  the  great  in- 
crease of  patients  who  were  landed  from  shipboard,  suffering  under  in- 
fectious or  contagious  diseases,  or  sent  down  from  the  city  attacked 
by  such  diseases  contracted  on  shipboard,  and  developed  in  a  few  days 
after  landing.  A  larger  proportion  than  usual,  of  these  cases,  were 
of  a  malignant  character,  and  many  terminated  fatally. 
The  number  of  patients  on  the  31st  December,  1851,  was  .  517 
Received  during  the  year  1852       ......  8370 

Making  the  whole  number  under  treatment  during  the  year  88S7 

This  is  a  greater  number  than  in  any  preceding  year,  even  includ- 
ing the  years  before  the  Marine  Hospital  was  specially  appropriated 
to  the  reception  of  infectious  or  contagious  diseases,  and  received 
many  patients  sent  from  the  city  for  diseases  of  a  milder  type.  The 
number  for  1852  exceeds  that  of  1851  by  2,544,  or  above  40  per 
cent. 

The  greater  part  of  these  were  thrown  upon  the  charge  of  this 
Commission  between  the  beginning  of  January,  1852,  and  the  month 
of  April,  so  that  the  average  number  of  patients  under  treatment  at 
the  same  time  were  more  than  doubled,  it  having  risen  from  517,  at 
the  end  of  1851,  (a  number  much  above  the  ordinary  average,)  to 
1062,  from  January  24th  to  April  24th,  1852.  The  number  of  pa- 
tients was  even  at  one  period  as  high  as  1409.  On  the  1st  July,  1852, 
it  was  reduced  to  about  500,  and  it  has  since  gradually  lessened  to 
318  in  the  last  week  of  the  year. 
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This  increase  of  number  of  patients,  was  accompanied  by  an  aug- 
mented severity  of  disease  and  corresponding  mortality.  Ship  fever, 
in  its  worst  forms,  was  the  prevailing  disease  during  the  w  inter.  The 
whole  number  under  treatment  for  typhus  fever  during  the  year  was 
3040,  far  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  received  between  the  14th 
January  and  the  middle  of  April.  Out  of  these  513  died ;  and  the  ra- 
vages of  this  infection  extended  widely  amongst  the  oflicers  and  others 
employed  at  the  Hospitals. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  1852  at  the  Marine  Hospital  was 
1561,  a  proportion  to  the  cases  treated  larger  than  is  found  in  sanitory 
establishments  fdled  chiefly  with  ordinary  diseases,  or  surgical  cases, 
but  to  be  accounted  for  here  from  the  previous  state  of  the  patients, 
their  unusual  number,  and  the  fact  that  708  out  of  1561  deaths,  or  45 
per  cent,  of  the  whole,  were  from  Asiatic  cholera  or  ship-fever,  or  were 
else  brought  in  from  ship-board  in  a  dying  state  from  some  other 
cause. 

Dr.  John  W.  Sterling,  who  had  for  several  years  been  employed 
as  an  assistant  physician,  in  the  Marine  Hospital,  and  had  given  evi- 
dence there  of  his  skill  and  conscientious  fidelity,  was  appointed  Chief 
Physician. 

Drs.  Henry  B.  Fay,  (Deputy  Health  Officer,)  Examining  Officer; 
B.  II.  Masters,  E.  J.  Prendergast,  William  O'Donohue,  J.  Herzka, 
were  appointed  Assistant  Physicians,  and  during  the  winter  others 
were  temporarily  employed. 

Captain  Thomas  B.  Vermilye  was  appointed  Superintendent. 

The  greater  part  of  the  past  year  was  a  period  of  unusual  labor 
and  personal  exposure  to  infection,  at  the  Quarantine,  to  all  those  in 
the  employment  of  the  Commission,  and  especially  to  its  physicians 
and  their  assistants.  The  Commissioners  have  great  pleasure  in  at- 
testing to  the  faithful,  fearless,  and  conscientious  discharge  of  their 
duties  by  the  officers  of  the  establishment  during  many  weeks  of  dan- 
ger, labor,  and  anxiety. 


Plain  Dealing. 

[The  editor  of  the  Virginia  Medical  Gazette,  known  as  the  Stetho- 
scope, and  published  at  Richmond,  fs  a  bold  and  fearless  champion  of 
reform  in  the  miserable  systems  of  medical  education,  in  vogue  at 
certain  medical  schools,  and  speaks  his  mind,  not  having  the  fear  of 
the  titled  and  interested  parties  before  his  eyes.  We  hope  to  see  and 
hear  him  in  May,  as  he  is  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American 
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Medical  Association.  Meanwhile,  we  insert  the  following  extract 
from  his  late  number.    Hear  him  !] 

"  The  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Primary  Medical  School  '  went  into  op- 
eration last  February  with  one  pupil.  Many  applicants  were  reject- 
ed because  they  did  not  possess  the  requirements  designated  as  ne- 
cessary before  commencing  the  study  of  medicine  by  the  American 
Medical  Association.'  This  is  a  shame  ;  but  we  can  safely  promise 
that  Dr.  Ramsey  will  not  abandon  the  high  and  noble  stand  which 
he  has  taken.  He  will  maintain  it  and  ultimately  succeed,  despite  the 
hungry  bidding  for  students  by  institutions  which  pay  the'ir  delegates 
to  go  to  the  National  Association  to  try  to  defeat  every  measure  of 
practical  reform  in  our  poor  system  of  making  doctors.  These  same 
institutions  heed  no  council  given  them  by  the  profession,  probably 
because  they  think  the  profession  a  mass  of  asses,  (created  by  them- 
Belves,)  because  the  applicants  for  admission  had  no  other  merits  than 
the  capability  to  pay  the  fees.  Well,  as  they  make  and  perpetuate  the 
epecies,  they  have  a  better  right  to  know  the  material  and  character 
of  it  than  any  body  else,  and  they  may  act  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly.  But  unless  they  do  something,  and  that  speedily  and 
effectually,  to  change  this  state  of  things,  they  deserve  to  be  scorned 
down  by  public  opinion  and  the  concentrated  influence  of  the  better 
part  of  the  profession.  When  the  day  of  retribution  comes  it  will  be 
sudden  and  powerful,  and  it  will  then  be  too  late  for  any  compromise  " 


The  Country  Doctor. 

Some  of  our  contemporaries  pride  themselves  upon  never  quotins 
anything  from  the  »  secular  press  ;"  but  we  have  always  preferred  to 
adopt  the  wiser  course  suggested  by  the  motto  of  the  Southern  Medi 
cal  Journal-"je  prends  le  bien  ou  je  le  trouve"-and,  in  so  doing 
do  not  feel  that  any  one's  professional  dignity  has  been  injured  or" 
any  one's  professional  robe  sullied  by  contact  with  the  common  herd 
Actmg  on  these  principles,  we  give  below  an  article  from  the  Knick 
erboeker  entitled  "The  Country  Doctor,  a  faithful  autobiography 
by  Glauber  Saultz,  M.  D."  Perhaps  all  our  readers  can  narrate  facts 
which  surpass  these ;  we  are  sure  almost  all  can  equal  them  ;  but  then 
it  >s  easier  to  laugh  at  another's  misfortunes  than  our  own,  and  «  Doc- 
tor Saultz  s  feelings  will  not  be  hurt  if  every  one  laughs  as  hard  as 
it  will  answer  for  a  dignified  M.  D,  neither  will  he  make  a  charge  for 
this  visit.  & 


174 


THE     NEW- YORK 


I  had  stumped  about  the  country  for  a  dozen  years  or  so,  in  the 
same  equipage,  having  wonderful  success  in  curing  "cases,"  but  half 
the  time  cheated  out  of  the  credit  of  it  by  catnip  tea.  I  took  a  notion 
to  cast  up  my  books  to  see  how  rich  I  was,  and  what  could  be  made- 
of  outstanding  accounts.  It  cost  a  great  many  evenings  of  hard  work 
to  arrive  at  the  knowledge  that,  all  debts  being  paid,  I  was  not  worth 
a  "brass  farthing" — not  a  red •  cent.  Notwithstanding  all  the  lucra- 
tive cases  of  typhus  which  1  had  managed,  I  remained  poor.  I  believe 
that  people  in  the  city  pay  their  fees  with  alacrity,  because  the  charges 
are  exorbitant.  When  a  bill  for  a  hundred  dollars,  for  looking  two  or 
three  times  at  a  sick  child,  is  presented  to  one  who  lives  in  a  well  fur- 
nished house  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  the  very  largeness  of  the 
demand  is  a  delicate  compliment  upon  his  ability  to  pay.  The  man 
of  the  house  sits  down  at  a  handsome  secretary,  and  draws  out  a  clean 
check  for  the  full  amount,  saying,  "Doctor,  you  are  very  moderate: 
now  that  Jackey  is  out  of  the  woods,  come  in,  in  a  sociable  way." 

As  soon  as  the  messenger  is  gone,  the  pater-familias  exclaims, 
"  What  an  outrageous  bill !  It  is  an  expensive  luxury  to  be  sick." 
However,  it  has  its  advantages  to  be  attended  by  a  fashionable  doc- 
tor, as  it  has  to  worship  in  a  fashionable  church.  On  one  occasion  I 
was  called  in  midsummer  to  attend  a  sick  man  on  the  sea-shore.  Af- 
ter several  days,  his  family  physician,  the  renowned  Doctor  Jallaps, 
arrived  from  the  city,  and  the  patient  was  soon  after  on  his  legs,  no 
thanks  to  me,  and  ready  for  the  surf. 

"  How  much  are  you  going  to  charge  him  ?"  said  Doctor  Jallaps. 

"  Twenty -five  dollars,"  said  I. 

"  Poh !"  said  he,  "make  it  a  hundred.    He  expects  it." 

"  If  he  expects  it,"  said  I,  "  it  would  give  me  great  pain  to  disap- 
point his  expectations  ;"  whereupon  I  acted  advisedly,  and  received  an 
honored  check  for  a  round  C.  on  the  Phoenix  Bank. 

On  another  occasion,  when  attending  one  of  my  own  patients  in 
the  same  vicinity,  while  crossing  the  "big  bridge  "  when  the  tide  was 
up,  I  came  near  being  drowned.  My  sulky  was  soon  afloat,  but  the 
horse,  being  a  good  swimmer,  reached  the  opposite  bank.  Now,  be- 
sides risking  my  own  life,  I  fairly  dragged  the  patient  from  the  very 
gates  of  death.  I  got  him  out  of  a  bilious-remittent,  drove  the  jaun- 
dice out  of  his  skin,  and  when  I  came  to  ask  him  for  ten  dollars,  he 
blackguarded  me  like  a  chicken-stealer,  and  would  never  employ  me 
again.  The  fact  is,  that  people  in  the  country  abhor  taxes,  and  a  doc- 
tor is  the  worst  of  publicans.  To  be  sick  they  think  is  a  dead  loss, 
which  they  unchristianly  grumble  at;  but  to  have  to  pay  for  being 
cured  irritates  them  beyond  measure.    Oh !  how  meek  they  are  when 
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they  lie  prostrate  in  a  burning  fever — when  their  teeth  chatter,  and 
the  whole  house  jars  with  their  shaking  ague!  Oh  !  how  welcome  the 
latch  is  lifted  up  to  admit  you  when  life  seems  to  hang  upon  a  hair ! 
But  get  them  on  their  legs,  and  the  first  thing  which  they  forget  will 
be  that  they  were  ever  on  their  backs.  If  many  of  them  do  pay  3-011, 
it  is  under  protest,  procrastinating  the  settlement  to  a  time  when  the 
account  might  be  outlawed,  clipping  down  the  fair  proportions  of  a 
just  bill,  and  giving  you  the  most  ragged  representative  of  money. 

I  say  that  when  I  came  to  overhaul  my  accounts,  I  was  not  worth 
anything,  and  therefore  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  high  time 
to  marry  a  wife  who  would  take  care  of  my  money.  I  did  so,  and 
found  my  condition  better,  but  for  some  years  had  a  hard  time  of  it. 
My  children  were  extremely  pettish  and  peevish,  and  what  with  noc- 
turnal calls,  I  had  not  a  night's  rest  for  five  years.  If  anything  ailed 
them,  they  were  sure  to  cry  the  night  long ;  but  if  they  were  well, 
they  woke  up  long  before  the  crowing  of  the  cock,  climbing  over  me 
at  the  very  moment  when  I  had  composed  my  head  for  a  short  morn- 
ing nap.  But  paternal  philosophy  can  well  be  reconciled  to  the  sweet 
music  of  "crying  babes,"  some  thousands  of  which  have  been  import- 
ed into  New- York  during  the  present  year.  But  the  number  of  peo- 
ple taken  sick  in  the  day-time,  who  send  for  the  doctor  at  night,  pro- 
duced a  compound  fracture  of  my  time,  which  seldom  gave  me  a 
comatose  state.  It  is  the  sweetest  of  all  consolations  to  lay  a  weary 
head  upon  the  pillow,  with  the  thought  that  rest  awaits  you  until  the 
dawning  light.  Whatever  carking  cares  have  vexed  you,  that  is  a  long 
season  of  immunity  which  stretches  through  the  dark  hours  of  the 
night.  Then  do  the  strained  muscles  lapse  into  the  most  easy  atti- 
tudes in  the  yielding  couch,  and  the  taxed  intellect  is  still,  and  you 
bolt  the  door  upon  ingratitude  and  strife. 

But  to  lie  down  without  security  from  disturbance  is  enough  to 
frighten  away  sleep.  Such  is  the  lot  of  a  country  doctor.  I  could  re- 
late innumerable  instances  of  the  utter  disregard  with  which  he  is 
routed  from  his  bed,  without  occasion,  at  all  hours.  Here  is  one  in  point: 

I  arrived  late  one  winter  evening  at  my  own  door,  after  a  hard 
days  toil.  With  what  a  feeling  of  relaxation  did  I  divest  my  feet  of 
heavy  boots,  set  them  smoking  at  the  fire,  and  then  regale  them  in 
easy  slippers!  Then,  wrapping  about  me  a  soft  padded  gown,  with 
what  luxury  did  I  fall  back  in  my  arm-chair,  peruse  the  daily  paper, 
and  sip  a  cup  of  tea!  "Now,"  said  I,  "the  labors  of  the  day  are 
over.  A  storm  is  brewing  out  of  doors.  I  hope  that  nobody  will 
come  here  to-night.  If  they  do,  I  won't  go.  Let  them  go  after  Bo- 
gardus.    I  won't  immolate  myself  for  anybody.  It  is  unreasonable." 
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With  that  I  pulled  down  my  ledger  and  made  a  note  of  the  day's 
visits,  one  half  of  which  were  to  poor  houses,  negro  huts,  and  Irish 
shanties.  As  to  this  class,  they  loved  me  like  a  brother,  and  their 
confidence  in  me  was  unbounded.  They  sent  for  me  if  their  bones 
ached,  or  if  their  corns  hurt  them,  and  I  went  with  all  speed,  though  I 
sometimes  had  occasion  to  scold  them.  Before  retiring  for  the  night,  I 
opened  the  outer  door,  as  was  my  custom,  to  see  the  state  of  the  weather. 
It  was  a  tremendous  night.  The  moon  shone  palely,  but  the  wind 
blew  a  hurricane.  It  rained,  it  hailed,  it  snowed,  it  blowed.  I  thought 
again  of  the  poor  mariners  on  the  coast,  and  with  a  silent  prayer  for 
them,  and  all  houseless,  unprotected  ones,  I  closed  the  door,  and  went 
to  bed.  I  had  just  recovered  from  the  shivering  sensation  of  cold 
6heets,  and  become  conscious  of  grateful  warmth,  while  that  delight- 
ful drowsiness  which  borders  upon  sound  sleep  stole  over  me,  when 
there  came  a  knocking,  impatiently  repeated,  enough  to  wake  the 
dead.  "Bless  me!"  I  groaned  out,  crawling  out  of  bed,  and  lifting 
the  sash,  "  what  do  you  want  V 

'•  Doctor,  want  you  to  come  right  straight  away  off  to  Bank's. 
His  child's  dead." 

"  Then  why  do  you  come  f 

"  He's  p'isoned.    They  gin  him  laud'num  for  paregoricky." 

"  How  much  have  they  given  him  ?" 

"  Dono.    A  great  deal.    Think  he  won't  get  over  it." 

«  When  did  they  give  it  to  him  1" 

"  This  arternoon." 

"  Why  didn't  you  come  sooner  1    How  do  you  think  I  am  to  go 
two  miles  on  such  a  night?    Have  you  brought  a  wagon1?" 
"  No." 

"  Then  I  won't  go.    Tell  them  to  and  having  prescribed 

hastily  out  of  the  windows,  I  closed  the  sash,  and  went  back  to  bed. 
But  the  howling  wind  and  rattling  sleet  against  the  panes  had  not  that 
soothing  effect  which  they  have  to  one  who  lies  snug  and  warm  and 
irresponsible  in  his  couch.  "What,"  said  I,  "if  that  child  should  dia 
through  my  neglect !  Will  it  absolve  me  from  criminality  because  the 
parents  are  poor  %  I  will  go :  I  must."  With  that  I  leaped  out  again, 
kindled  a  match,  and  went  down  into  my  office.  Not  choosing  to 
wake  my  man  Flummery,  or  to  disturb  my  old  horse,  who  waa 
craunching  his  oats,  and  housed  for  the  night,  I  took  my  stick,  and  set 
out  to  walk.  The  snow  water  went  through  my  shoes  like  a  sieve ; 
my  neck  and  bosom  were  instantly  covered  with  sleet.  Neverthe- 
less, I  had  some  humorous  thoughts  while  breasting  the  storm,  and 
composed  a  Latin  distich  by  the  way.    I  had  just  got  the  last  foot  of 
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the  pentameter  correct,  when  my  own  foot  struck  against  something 
which  looked  like  a  black  log.  On  scrutiny,  by  the  light  of  the  moon, 
1  found  it  to  be  my  old  patient,  Timmy  Timmons,  apparently  sound 
asleep,  with  his  beloved  rum-jug  by  his  side.  In  vain  I  shook  him, 
to  make  him  aware  of  his  situation,  and  see  if  the  spirit  had  left  his 
body.  I  shook  the  rum-jug,  but  there  was  no  spirit  there,  not  a  drop. 
"  Timmy,"  said  I,  "  wake  up."  No  answer.  I  then  kicked  him,  but 
he  bore  it  as  if  he  had  been  used  to  kicks.  "  He  is  dead,"  said  I,  and 
passed  on  to  the  next  house.  There,  while  opening  the  gate,  I  was 
fiercely  attacked  by  a  stout  bull-dog;  and  while  keeping  him  off,  and 
fighting  my  way  up  to  the  house,  the  master  came  out  in  his  shirt-tail 
with  a  loaded  gun.  "  Don't  you  know  me  !"  said  I,  as  he  examined 
the  priming;  "it  is  the  doctor." 

"  Souls  alive  !"  responded  he  ;  "I  thought  it  was  a  thief!  I'm  glad 
you  spoke  when  you  did.  In  a  minute  more  I  should  have  popped 
you  over,  Doc'.  Sorry  to  do  that.  My  son  John's  got  the  fever-aig. 
Here,  Bull,  Bull,  Bull,  Bull !— g'home,  sir !" 

"  Timmy  Timmons,"  said  I,  "  is  lying  out  in  the  lane,  drunk  or 
dead,  I  don't  know  which;  dead  drunk,  at  any  rate.  He  must  be 
looked  after." 

"  Wait  till  I  put  on  my  breeches.  What  a  wonnerful  night !  Won't 
you  come  in  and  git  warm  ?" 

"  No :  get  on  your  breeches,  and  make  haste." 

"  Guy  !  when  I  first  heered  you,  I  thought  it  was  Lawrence  comin' 
to  break  house.  He's  a  desput  fellow.  So  I  gets  up  and  looks  out 
o'  the  window,  and  then  I  went  into  the  corner  to  find  my  gun,  and 
if  I  didn't  " 

"  Come,  come  ;  do  you  want  " 

"  To  get  the  rheumatiz  %  No,  I  don't.  Hold  on,  Doctor ;  be  down 
in  one  minute." 

We  returned  to  the  congealed  Timmons.  My  coadjutor  took  up 
the  jug,  shook  it,  and  said,  "Not  a  drop."    He  then  smelt  it. 

"  It  is  rum,"  said  I,  "  the  cause  of  all  this  misery." 

"  No,  Doctor,  not  all  rum ;  there's  been  a  little  molasses  into  the 
jug,  by  the  smell  of  it," 

"  Lift  him  up,"  said  I.  He  did  so,  and  carried  his  burthen  home, 
where  I  brought  Timmy  to  life. 

I  now  trudged  on  upon  my  original  errand,  hoping  to  save  another 
life  more  valuable  than  that  of  Timmons.  Arrived  at  the  house,  I 
perceived  it  shut  up  as  if  hermetically  sealed.  Not  a  light  was  to  be 
seen.  I  knocked  furiously,  and  at  last  a  night-cap  appeared  from  the 
chamber  window,  and  a  woman's  voice  squeaked  out,  "  Who's  there 
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"The  doctor,  to  be  sure,"  said  I;  "you  sent  for  him.  What  the 
dogs  is  the  matter  1" 

"Oh,  its  no  matter,  Doctor.  Ephraim's  better.  We  got  a  little 
sheered,  kind  of.  Gin  him  laud'num,  and  he  slept  kind  o'  sound,  but 
he's  woke  up  now." 

"  How  much  laudanum  did  he  swallow  V 

"  Only  two  drops,"  said  she.  "T  asn't  hurt  him  none.  Wunner- 
ful  bad  storm  to-night!" 

1  buttoned  my  coat  up  to  my  throat,  turned  upon  my  heel,  and 
tried  to  whistle. 

"  Doctor,  Doctor." 

"  What  do  you  want  ?" 

"You  won't  charge  nothin'  for  this  visit,  will  you?" 

Now,  as  I  travelled  back  on  foot,  the  moon  became  obscured,  the 
driving  sleet  blinded  the  eyes,  I  heard  the  Atlantic  breakers  booming 
and  beating  upon  the  coast;  and  with  head  down,  like  a  bulrush,  I  ar- 
rived at  my  own  door,  wet  and  disconsolate,  saying  to  myself,  "That 

LITTLE  PLANT  CALLED  PATIENCE  DOES  NOT  GROW  IN  EVERY  GARDEN  !" 


American  Medical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  approaches,  and  all  the  indications  arc  omi- 
nous of  a  large  attendance.  The  Committee  of  Arrangement  have 
been  active  and  successful  in  the  preparations  for  the  reception  and 
entertainment  of  the  delegates,  during  the  intervals  of  the  session, 
which  is  expected  to  last  for  several  days. 

It  does  not  seem  at  all  probable  that  any  of  the  radical  changes 
in  the  basis  of  representation  which  have  been  proposed  will  be 
adopted,  although  the  Constitution  will  be  doubtless  amended,  and 
improved,  to  every  desirable  extent. 

But  there  will  be  work  enough  to  call  forth  all  the  assembled 
wisdom  and  energy  of  this  National  Convention  of  delegates,  in  cor- 
recting the  recent  multiplied  inroads  upon  our  Code  of  Ethics,  by 
men  in  high  places  too,  which  must  result  in  a  Reform,  or  a  demand 
for  the  utter  abolition  of  the  Code.  Whether  there  will  ever  be 
another  meeting  of  the  Association,  will  depend  on  the  action  taken 
at  the  approaching  meeting  in  May. 
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In  former  numbers  of  this  Journal  we  have  alluded  to  a  few  of 
the  flagrant  abuses  persisted  in  by  certain  colleges,  who  claim  in  their 
collective  capacity  to  have  impunity,  for  acts  of  gross  unprofessional 
conduct,  which  in  their  individual  capacity  would  forfeit  their  fellow- 
ship in  any  of  the  county  or  other  local  Medical  Societies.  The 
resolutions  of  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  which  may  be 
found  embodied  in  the  latest  volume  of  proceedings  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  are  sufficiently  explicit  on  this  subject;  and  we 
have  heretofore  identified  the  Faculty  of  the  New- York  University, 
as  flagrant  offenders  in  this  regard,  they  having  officially  repudiated 
all  recognition  of  the  authority  of  the  profession,  as  represented  by 
the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  their  own  city. 

But  the  same  Faculty  have  now  raised  the  standai'd  of  rebellion 
against  the  State  Society,  and  through  that  body  assumed  an  attitude 
of  open  hostility  against  the  American  Medical  Association.  For 
obvious  purposes  of  private  gain,  they  have  conducted  all  their 
Examinations  for  the  graduation  of  their  present  class,  in  secret,  and 
in  open  contempt  for  the  State  Medical  Society,  as  well  as  of  the 
Censors  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  attending  such  examinations, 
and  of  whose  readiness  to  jierform  their  duty,  they  were  officially  and 
respectfully  notified. 

While  the  respective  Faculties  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  and  of  the  New-York  Medical  College,  the  two  other 
schools  of  our  city,  cordially  invited  and  welcomed  the  presence  of 
the  State  Censors,  at  all  their  examinations  of  candidates  for  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine;  the  Faculty  of  the  University  school 
alone,  refused  this  only  assurance  to  the  profession  that  none  but 
qualified  men  are  introduced  into  our  ranks.  We  forbear  to  charac- 
terize this  conduct  as  it  deserves,  and  only  submit  the  facts  without 
comment,  as  exhibiting  the  pretensions  of  this  college  to  a  delegation. 
There  may  be  no  barrier  in  the  present  Constitution,  but  there  must 
be  for  the  future,  else  the  existence  of  the  National  Association  will 
be  a  farce. 

Another  topic  which  calls  for  the  attention  of  this  National  Con- 
vention, and  to  which  we  have  frequently  referred,  is  the  mercenary 
spirit  which  prevails  in  our  ranks,  degrading  the  profession  into  a 
mere  trade,  and  this  on  the  part  of  men  who  have  heretofore  been 
deemed  above  any  such  undignified  and  humiliating  proceedings. 
Witness  the  advertising  mania,  which  threatens  to  overrun  the  land, 
and  which  has  already  seized  upon  so  many  of  the  magnates  of  the 
fraternity. 

Waving  all  reference  to  the  advertisements,  cards,  handbills  &o 
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addressed  "to  the  sick  poor,"  &c.  circulated  by  the  Faculty  of  the 
N.  Y.  University  upon  which  we  have  heretofore  animadverted ;  and 
the  quackish  advertisements  of  certain  specialists  in  the  ipsissimis 
verbis  of  charlatanism,  which  have  been  reprobated  by  the  profession 
everywhere,  as  so  many  devices  to  obtain  money  under  false  pre- 
tences ;  we  would  now  content  ourselves  with  the  presentation  of  the 
following  advertisements  from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal for  the  present  year. 

TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION.^-The  Subscriber,  having  resumed 
"~  the  practice  of  his  profession,  will  devote  himself  to  the  Diagnosis  and 
Treatment  of  Thoracic  Diseases.  He  will  visit  for  consultation  any  of  the 
Neiv  England  Stales.  His  ofiice  hours,  in  the  city,  will  be  from  11  A.  M. 
until  1  P.  M.,  at  8  Otis  Place.  He  will  likewise  receive  private  pupils  by  the 
year.    Terms,  $100. 

HENRY  I.  BOVVDITCH. 

Boston,  Oct.  6,  1852. 

TO  THE  PROFESSION.— The  Subscribers  are  associated  for  the  treat- 
ment  of  Female  Complaints.    They  have  made  arrangements  for  the  ac- 
•ommodation  of  patients ;  and,  to  avoid  interference  with  their  other  profes- 
sional engagements,  applications  will  be  received  at  their  respective  residences. 

If  medical  gentlemen  at  a  distance  should  recommend  patients,  they  will 
confer  a  favor  by  sending  a  statement  of  the  disease  and  treatment. 

WALTER  CHANNING,  Somersel-st. 
D.  H.  STORE  R,  14  Winler-sl. 
C.  G.  PUTNAM,  41  Summer-sL 

Boston,  Dec.  4*  1852. 

The  number  of  the  Journal  from  which  we  clip  these,  contains  a 
number  of  others  by  respectable  physicians,  announcing  "  special 
attention"  to  "diseases  of  females,"  "diseases  of  the  eyes,"  "diseases 
of  the  skin,"  &c.  &c. 

Now  we  humbly  submit,  in  relation  to  one  and  all  such  advertise- 
ments, that  either  these  gentlemen  possess  peculiar  and  exclusive 
knowledge,  which  is  not  common  to  their  brethren,  or  they  are 
making  false  pretensions  to  such  knowledge.  They  may  select  either 
horn  of  this  dilemma  they  please,  the  alternative  is  before  them,  and 
a  felo  de  se  inevitable. 

If  ours  be  the  "  liberal  profession"  we  have  ever  claimed  that  it 
is,  then  no  one  or  more  of  its  members  has  the  liberty  of  concealing 
from  his  fellows  any  medical  art  or  mystery,  which  he  may  acquire, 
or  even  discover,  but  is  bound  to  promulgate  it  for  the  common 
benefit ;  and  this  under  no  less  a  penalty  than  the  forfeiture  of  his 
character.  Nor  is  his  devoting  "  special  attention  "  to  "  diseases  of 
females,"  or  "of  the  skin,"  &c.  any  pretext  for  such  pretensions, since 
every  physician  worthy  the  name,  "devotes  special  attention"  to  all 
these  specialities. 
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It  is  idle  to  pretend  that  any  other  than  mere  mercenary  advantage 
is  aimed  at  by  these  business  transactions.  That  they  have  always 
been  deemed  extra  pi'ofessional  and  denounced  as  empirical  is  proved 
by  every  code  of  ethics  ever  promulgated  by  our  profession.  We 
could  point  to  men,  who  have  been  proscribed,  persecuted,  and  even 
driven  to  herd  among  quacks,  for  no  other  offence  than  is  contained 
in  every  one  of  these  advertisements  ;  and  in  many  such  their  poverty, 
not  their  wills,  consented  to  the  self-sacrifice,  which  they  knew  to  be 
such,  and  only  did  it  for  bread. 

That  such  men,  with  scarcely  an  exception  have  speedily  grown 
rich,  is  matter  of  notoriety.  And  that  those  who  are  now  following 
their  example,  and  all  their  imitators  will  make  fortunes  thereby  is 
freely  conceeded.  The  temptation  to  become  "advertising  doctors," 
is,  under  such  circumstances,  a  powerful  one,  and  to  resist  it  requires 
a  degree  of  virtue,  which  deserves  honor,  and  is  honored  even  in  these 
degenerate  days.  That  there  are  so  many  tens  of  thousands  among 
our  profession  whose  inflexible  integrity  is  maintained,  and  thus  far 
proof  against  every  temptation,  is  among  the  mysteries  to  the  un- 
initiated, especially  when  poverty  and  privation  are  the  price  of  their 
firmness.  But  the  mystery  is  solved  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
maxim  of  such  is  that  "money  is  not  the  chief  end  of  man,"  but  that 
self-respect  is  more  valuable  than  wealth.  Any  physician  who  will 
advertise  himself  and  his  pretensions  under  either  of  the  devices  we 
have  here  presented  may  at  once  enter  the  road  to  fortune.  Every 
physician  has  an  equal  right  to  do  so,  with  either  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  taken  this  course.  And  we  say  more, — if  the  advertisers, 
now  before  the  public,  including,  as  they  do,  so  many  professional 
dignitaries,  are  to  be  sustained  by  the  American  Medical  Association 
at  its  next  annual  convocation,  then  we  may  justly  expect  that  every 
barrier  which  separates  the  regular  profession  from  the  hordes  of 
quackery  will  be  broken  down ;  and  the  ploughshare  of  ruin  will  be 
driven  through  the  fair  fields  of  professional  dignity,  and  our  proud 
edifice  of  medical  science  will  be  levelled  with  the  dust.  Advertising 
will  become  universal,  and  it  ought  to  be  such,  for  it  will  then  be  the 
only  road  to  competence,  to  eminence,  or  to  wealth. 

In  the  name  of  common  justice,  we  should  forthwith  recal  into  the 
profession,  the  quacks  whom  we  have  made  such,  by  driving  them 
from  our  ranks  for  no  other  sin  than  advertising  themselves  as 
specialists. 

"  We  speak  unto  wise  men,  judge  ye  what  we  say."  Let  this  spe- 
cimen of  "medical  logic"  be  heeded,  or  let  it  be  overthrown. 
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Motorpathy. 

This  humbug  has  just  had  its  day  in  New-York,  having  been  adver. 
tised  in  the  vilest  styles  of  quackery  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel.  Many 
of  the  afflicted  with  "female  complaints"  have  of  course  been  caught  in 
the  trap,  and  gulled  out  of  both  their  wits  and  their  money.  Dr.  Hal- 
sted  is  only  following  the  example  of  other  specialists,  and  our  Boston 
contemporary  will  find  it  difficult  to  discriminate  between  him  and 
certain  other  gentry  whose  advertisements  grace  his  own  journal. 

It  is  becoming  fashionable  for  quacks  to  announce  their  rooms  at 
some  of  our  "  crack  hotels,"  and  we  see  that  a  Dr.  Schenck,  the 
consumption-curer,  is  at  the  Irving  House,  and  dealing  out  his  Syrup 
there  to  his  deluded  victims.  We  confess  that  this  is  no  worse  than  for 
members  of  the  regular  faculty  to  advertise  their  readiness  to  "  visit 
any  of  the  towns  of  New  England,"  for  consultation,  and  we  suppose 
the  hotels  will  become  the  rendezvous  for  all  itinerant  practitioners  of 
every  school.    Vive  la  bagatelle. 

Diseases  of  Females. 

Dr.  Clarkson  T.  Collins,  formerly  of  this  city,  but  now  of  Great 
Barrington,  Massachusetts,  has  lately  delivered  an  address  upon  this 
prolific  theme  before  the  Berkshire  District  Medical  Society,  which 
has  been  published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  We 
are  glad  to  learn  that  the  health  of  our  predecessor  in  medical  jour- 
nalism, has  improved  by  his  change  of  residence,  and  that  he  finds 
ample  professional  employment  in  the  speciality  he  has  chosen.  His 
address  is  creditable  to  his  head  and  heart,  and  he  has  our  best  wishes 
for  his  continued  prosperity. 

Dr.  D.  Steel, 

Of  Petersburg  Virginia,  reports  several  cases  of  the  efficiency  of  Gly- 
cerine in  the  treatment  of  deafness.  His  method  of  applying  it  is  by 
saturating  small  rolls  of  cotton  or  wool  with  glycerine,  and  introduc- 
ing these  down  to  the  tympanum,  and  repeating  the  operation  night 
and  morning,  after  cleansing  the  ear  with  warm  water. 

Dr.  John  C.  Warren, 

Of  Boston,  has  resigned  the  office  of  Surgeon  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  after  a  faithful  service  of  thirty-six  years;  and  Pro- 
fessor Benjamin  Silliman  has  retired  from  the  chair  of  Chemistry  in 
Yale  College,  which  he  has  honorably  filled  for  the  last  forty  years. 
May  these  professional  vetrans  long  be  spared  to  enjoy  the  othim 
cum  dignitate,  which  they  have  earned  by  a  lifetime  of  toil  and  labor- 
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We  learn  that  the  distinguished  physician,  Marshall  Hall  of  Lon- 
don, is  daily  expected  to  arrive  on  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  His 
fame  has  preceded  him,  and  he  will  be  duly  honored. 

University  of  New- York. 

The  announcement  for  the  next  year,  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
this  school,  is  already  before  the  public,  without  any  change  that  we 
can  perceive,  except  that  Professor  Van  Burcn  is  transferred  to  the 
"governing  faculty,"  and  the  name  of  Dr.  A.  13.  Mott  is  omitted  from 
the  programme. 

The  no/i-governing  faculty  of  sub-professors  is  minus,  one  of  its 
number;  the  vacancy  not  having  been  filled  of  a  "  genito-urinary 
professor,"  as  yet.  In  all  other  respects  the  experiment  of  resuscitat- 
ing this  school  is  to  be  tried  once  more ;  notwithstanding  their  class 
has  continued  to  "grow  small  by  degrees  and  beautifully  less!  "  The 
larger  their  building,  and  the  more  their  professors,  the  fewer  their 
students,  for  the  year  just  closed  shows  a  less  class  of  students  if  not 
of  graduates,  than  ever  before  since  the  opening  of  the  school !  Here 
is  the  evidence  that  we  have  spoken  truly  of  this  sinking  concern,  and 
its  manifest  destiny,  unless  its  Faculty  is  reformed  altogether. 

We  have  heard  of  nothing  very  remarkable  during  their  late 
course  of  lectures,  except  the  sudden  death  of  one  of  the  patients  in 
their  boasted  clinique,  and  an  attempt  at  mutual  assassination  by  two 
of  the  students  in  the  presence  of  their  professors,  in  which  a  pistol 
and  bowie  knife  were  used  in  a  bloody  conflict,  which  happily  was 
not  fatal.  The  example  of  the  fighting  professor  has  not  been  lost  on 
the  class. 

Close  of  the  Lectures. 

The  annual  commencements  of  the  several  Medical  Schools  of 
this  city  have  all  been  held  during  the  past  month,  in  the  following 
order,  viz : 

1.  The  New-York  Medical  College,  in  13th  street,  closed  its  ses- 
sion on  the  5th  of  March.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
conferred  on  28  candidates  by  Professor  Green,  President  of  the 
Faculty.  The  valedictory,  by  Professor  Barker,  was  able  and  appro- 
priate, and  was  received  with  marked  approval  by  a  very  large 
audience,  who  manifested  much  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

2.  The  Medical  School  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New- York, 
in  14th  street,  followed  on  the  9th  of  March.  The  degrees  were  con- 
ferred by  Chancellor  Ferris,  and  the  valedictory,  like  the  Introductory, 
was  pronounced  as  usual,  by  Professor  Draper.  The  graduating 
class  numbered  101.    The  audience  was  smaller  than  usual,  either 
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because  of  the  unfavorable  weather,  or  for  some  other  reason.  We 
missed  from  the  platform,  the  "  Professor  of  Gas  "  who  was  under- 
stood to  be  absent  at  Washington  for  illuminating  the  Inauguration 
Ball  with  the  light  of  his  countenance.  The  sub-professors  were  in- 
visible, and  it  was  whispered  through  the  Hall  that  another  change 
is  made  in  the  Faculty  by  the  resignation  of  Professor  Clymer.  The 
chair  has  been  offered  to  Dr.  John  A.  Swett  of  this  city,  which  is 
rather  an  extinguisher  on  the  ambitious  hopes  of  one  of  the  Subs, 
who  supposed  himself  to  be  in  the  way  of  preferment.  Still  the 
selection  indicates  that  the  Faculty  are  done  going  abroad  to  hunt  for 
professors,  no  less  than  four  such  having  retired,  rather  than  lecture 
for  nothing  and  find  themselves. 

3.  The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  University  of 
New-York,  in  Crosby  street,  held  their  commencement  on  the  10th 
of  March.  The  degrees  were  conferred  upon  64  candidates,  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Cock,  Vice  President,  who  also  gave  the  valedictory  address, 
which  was  full  of  wise  counsels  and  sound  instruction.  Dr.  Rockwell, 
one  of  the  Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  being  called  upon, 
read  a  paper  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues,  in  which  he  stated  that  they, 
the  Censors,  had  been  present  at  the  examinations  of  the  present 
graduating  class,  and  could  vouch  for  their  ample  qualifications.  The 
attendance  was  large  and  respectable,  completely  filling  the  College 
Hall,  and  the  ceremonies  throughout  were  dignified  and  becoming. 

Dr.  Aylette's  Institute  of  Medicine, 

composed  of  students  at  the  University  school,  concluded  their  labors 
by  a  ceremonial  observance,  which  was  honored  by  an  address  from 
Professor  Clymer.  The  testimonials  of  Dr.  A.  to  his  pupils  were 
distributed,  and  they  gave  expression  of  their  regard  for  their  pre- 
ceptor by  a  compliment  of  an  elegant  cane  with  a  golden  head.  As 
a  private  teacher,  Dr.  A.  has  few  superiors,  and  despite  of  his  sore 
affliction  in  the  privation  of  sight,  his  stored  his  mind  with  medical 
knowledge,  and  attained  very  great  tact  and  skill  in  imparting  it. 
We  honor  him  for  his  industry  and  talent,  as  we  do  his  pupils  for 
appreciating  his  merits  and  profiting  by  his  instructions. 

New-York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

At  the  last  meeting,  Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  President  in  the  chair,  Dr. 
Brown  Sequard  read  a  paper  on  the  Physiology  of  the  Spinal  Cord, 
which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication.  Dr. 
Buck  exhibited  a  case  of  reduction  of  the  humerus  after  a  dislocation 
of  8  months  standing,  effected  by  the  use  of  Jarvis's  adjuster,  and  an 
interesting  discussion  was  had  upon  the  subject  in  which  several 
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members  participated.  Dr.  Metcalfe  reported  observations  recently 
made  upon  several  cases  of  Chlorosis,  which  appeared  to  confirm  the 
opinion  recently  broached  in  Europe,  that  Anaesthesia  on  one  symmet- 
rical half  of  the  body,  affecting  the  nerves  of  sensation,  attends  these 
and  analogous  cases ;  which  called  forth  inquiries  and  observations 
from  a  number  of  the  fellows.  Dr.  Gardiner  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  minutes  in  relation  to  Pulvermacher's  Galvanic  Chains,  and 
referred  to  certain  publications  on  the  subject,  in  which  the  authority 
of  the  Academy,  and  that  of  many  of  its  fellows,  was  perverted  to 
the  purposes  of  quackery.  An  interchange  of  opinion  took  place 
which  indicated  a  disposition  to  be  more  guarded  in  future,  individually 
and  collectively,  in  recommending  any  patented  article,  which  is  a 
wise  resolution  if  adhered  to.  The  report  of  a  committee  on  a  tariff 
of  fees  came  up  for  consideration,  when  the  general  sentiment  appeared 
to  be  adverse  to  any  action  on  that  subject  by  the  Academy,  but  as 
the  hour  was  late,  the  report  was  deferred.  Whereupon  the  meeting 
adjourned. 


Jggp  Our  May  number  will  contain  the  life-like  portrait  of 
Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.  of  this  city,  with  a  biogra- 
phical notice. 

Postage  again. 

We  have  been  surprised  to  learn  that  some  of  our  subscribers  are 
paying  more  postage  for  the  Gazette  than  the  law  allows.  We  again 
repeat  that  if  prepaid,  only  6  cents  per  annum  can  be  demanded,  viz  : 
half  a  cent  per  monthly  number. 

Our  city  subscribers  are  prepaid,  including  delivery,  at  the  Post- 
office  monthly.  To  our  distant  subscribers  we  can  only  send  the  stamps, 
as  pre-payment  here  is  impracticable. 

Take  notice. 

New  Subscribers  had  better  commence  with  the  January  number, 
which  begins  the  4th  volume. 

Delinquent  Subscribers 

Arc  reminded  that  they  will  save  50  per  cent,  by  promptly  remitting 
two  dollars  in  advance,  payment  for  the  current  year.  The  time  for 
advance  payment  is  extended  until  May,  after  which  three  dollars  will 
be  required  for  the  year  in  all  cases. 
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Agents, 

Who  may  become  such  by  procuring  new  subscribers,  may  deduct 
the  commission  of  25  per  cent,  in  making  remittances. 

Answer  to  Correspondents. 

The  advertisement  for  a  physician  in  our  last  number  is  with- 
drawn, the  want  having  been  supplied.  This  must  be  considered  a 
reply  to  numerous  letters  of  inquiry. 

Introductory  Lectures. 

So  many  of  these  publications  have  reached  our  table  during  the. 
winter,  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  forego  our  intention  of  giving 
extracts  from  each  of  them,  with  a  separate  notice,  for  lack  of  room. 
They  are  all  of  a  higher  order  than  usual,  their  authors  having  given 
them  more  attention  than  has  been  usual  in  the  preparation  of  these 
fugitive  performances.  In  addition  to  those  heretofore  acknowledged, 
we  would  name  those  by  Professors  Van  Dyke,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Law  son,  of  Cincinnatti  ;  Yandel  &  T.  D.  Mitchell,  of  Kentucky,  and 
Allen,  of  Michigan,  as  meriting  high  commendation. 


Dr.  C.  D.  Griswold  has  commenced  the  publication  of  a  cheap 
medical  journal  for  popular  instruction  in  all  matters  appertaining  to 
health.  If  it  prove  an  antidote  to  the  poison  which  characterizes  the 
"  Water  Cure  Journal,"  the  Esculapian  will  deserve  to  be  sustained. 
Its  price  is  only  $1  per  annum,  and  it  is  issued  from  No.  108  Nassau 
street,  New-York. 

Professors  Flint  and  Palmer  have  won  golden  opinions,  as  we  learn 
from  a  medical  friend,  by  the  ability  and  success  with  which  they  have 
filled  their  respective  chairs  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  the  session 
of  which  has  just  closed.    The  class  numbered  265. 


We  have  received  the  excellent  and  instructive  address  of  Prof. 
Gross,  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  late  Daniel  Drake,  M.  D.,  one 
of  the  greatest  and  best  men  who  ever  adorned  our  American  medical 
profession.  The  discourse  is  an  elaborate  and  finished  production, 
and  satisfies  us  that  its  author  is  one  of  the  few  men  who  appreciated 
the  character  and  attainments  of  Professor  Drake,  and  who  was  hence 
fitly  chosen  to  do  justice  to  his  name  and  memory.  We  honor  Dr. 
Gross  for  the  developement  of  his  own  heart,  which  the  candor  and 
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impartiality,  the  truthfulness  and  kindness  of  this  address  attests,  not 
less  than  for  the  ability  with  which  he  has  performed  his  task.  We 
would  gladly  make  extracts  did  not  the  crowded  state  of  our  columns 
forbid  it. 


The  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter  is  rapidly  attaining  the  circula- 
tion and  prosperity  it  merits,  under  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  its 
editor,  Dr.  Joseph  Parrish.  The  last  number  contains  a  beautifully 
executed  portrait  of  Professor  George  B.  Wood,  now  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania ;  but  who,  it  seems,  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  hence  thus  honored  with  a  biographical  memoir  in  the  Reporter. 
We  congratulate  our  confrere  on  his  success. 

Alcoholic  Drinks, 

To  the  extent  of  deep  intoxication,  have  been  commended  by  Dr. 
Lindsay,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  as  the  most  successful  treatment  of 
persons  bitten  by  rattlesnakes  ;  a  case  of  cure  by  this  means  having 
occurred  under  his  observation.  Dr.  Morange,  of  Abbeville,  S.  C. 
has  recently  reported  similar  success  after  the  bite  of  a  copper-head 
snake,  by  the  free  employment  of  whiskey.  Drunkenness  might  be 
tolerated  if  the  specimens  were  as  rare  as  are  the  bites  of  these  deadly 
reptiles,  and  alcoholic  medication  in  such  cases  will  be  objected  to  by 
nobody.  It  has  been  suggested  that  very  possibly ,  anaesthesia  by 
Chloroform,  which  is  analogous  to  profound  drunkenness,  would  be 
more  speedy  and  equally  effectual  in  arresting  the  absorption  of  these 
poisons. 

The  Southern  Journal 

Of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences  is  a  new  bi-monthly,  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  and  has  reached  its  second  number,  giving  promise  of  being 
ably  conducted.  It  has  no  less  than  six  editors,  a  most  enviable  plan 
for  division  of  labor,  and  an  ample  supply  of  original  matter  in  every 
department,  if  there  are  no  "sleeping  partners  in  the  concern."  AVc 
wish  them  great  success. 

Another  Hew  Journal 

Is  projected  at  Richmond,  Va.,  prompted,  no  doubt,  by  success  of  the 
Stethoscope.  It  is  to  be  called  the  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  and  to  be  edited  by  Drs.  Otis  and  Thomas  of  that  city.  They 
will  find  it  no  easy  task  to  rival  our  friend  Dr.  Gooch,  at  least  in  hia 
manly  independence  and  sterling  ability. 
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The  Western  Lancet 

Is  now  conducted  by  Dr.  L.  M.  Lawson  and  Dr.  Thomas  "Wood,  the 
latter  gentleman  having  recently  become  associated  as  joint  editor  and 
proprietor  with  Dr.  L.  By  the  late  number  we  learn  that  there  are 
three  spring  and  summer  courses  of  lectures  to  be  delivered  in  Cin. 
cinnati  the  present  year.  One  of  these  requires  $90  fees,  while  two 
of  them  ask  but  $20  for  the  whole  course.  "  Poor  pay,  poor  preach-' 
need  not  apply  here  however,  for  very  capable  men,  both  there  and 
here,  have  such  a  passion  for  lecturing  that  they  are  content  to  "  work 
for  nothing  and  find  themselves,"  while  many  such  even  pay  for  the 
privilege.    De  gustibus  non  est  disputandum. 

Certain  Medical  Journals, 

Which  we  need  not  name,  are  belittling  themselves  in  the  service  of 
the  cliques,  whose  money  contributions  serve  to  keep  them  afloat,  by 
cultivating  the  "  gift  of  ignorance"  in  regard  to  everything,  however 
meritorious  in  their  neighbors  who  happen  not  to  belong  to  their  ilk. 
Hence  they  ignore  operations,  however  brilliant  or  successful;  im- 
provements, however  valuable  or  useful ;  and  merit  in  any  department, 
however  conspicuous,  in  the  rivals  of  their  partizans.  And  this  when 
they  dare  not  criticize  or  condemn,  and  are  obliged  meanly  to  suppress 
knowledge  to  which  their  readers  are  entitled,  rather  than  forfeit  the 
"  thrift  which  follows  fawning."  Such  journals  deserve  to  be  ephemeral 
and  verily  they  have  their  reward. 

Medical  Progress. 

Our  readers  will  be  gratified  with  the  announcement  in  another 
column,  that  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  this  city 
have  organized  an  extended  course  of  instruction  for  the  approaching 
spring  and  summer,  to  which  all  students  may  have  access  for  the  ma- 
triculation fee  only.  Among  the  lecturers  are  found  the  names  of 
gentlemen  whose  reputation  would  not  be  increased  by  dubbing  them 
"  Professors,"  and  who  need  no  titles  to  secure  them  the  confidence 
and  favor  of  the  profession.  We  hail  this  movement  as  a  sign  of 
real  progress. 

Another  New  Medical  College 

Is  anounced,  to  be  located  at  Zanesville,  Ohio.  There  are  already 
nearly  half  a  score  in  that  state.  They  grow  professors  out  west  very 
fast,  for  we  see  no  duplicates  or  triplicates,  as  in  the  north  and  east. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  New  York  Preparatory  School  of 
medicine,  No.  809  Broadway,  has  commenced  under  favorable  auspices 
and  that  a  number  of  students  are  already  enrolled  among  its  pupils- 
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Our  Subscribers 

May  marvel  that  we  should  give  place  to  one  advertisement  found  on 
the  cover  of  this  number.  We  do  so,  not  because  other  medical  jour, 
nals  have  inserted  it,  but  because  it  affords  us  an  opportunity  to  say 
that  the  New-York  Academy  of  Medicine  have,  by  their  committee, 
done  no  more  than  to  testify  to  "Pulvermacher's  Patent  Portable  Hy- 
dro-Electric Chain  Batteries,"  as  a  "convenient  and  portable  instrument 
for  applying  galvanism  in  the  cases  for  which  this  agent  is  adapted/' — 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  testimonials  furnished  by  several  mem- 
bers of  the  academy,  none  of  whom  are  willingly  responsible  for  the 
use  made  of  their  certificates  in  certain  publications  which  savor  of 
cmackery.  One  of  the  signers  stated  in  the  academy  that  his  certifi- 
cate was  given  under  a  stipulation  that  it  was  not  to  be  printed. 

These  remarks  are  not  called  for  by  the  contents  of  the  advertise- 
ment in  our  columns,  but  by  certain  other  publications  in  newspapers 
and  pamphlets  which  we  see  are  calling  forth  the  hostility  of  the  pro- 
fession, and,  as  we  think,  not  without  cause.  It  would  be  better  policy 
tor  the  agent  to  suppress  them  altogether,  if  he  expects  success  in 
introducing  his  instruments  into  general  use. 

Honors  to  American  Surgeons. 

The  Imperial  Academy  of  Paris  have  elected  Dr.  Valentine  Mott, 
of  New- York,  and  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  of  Boston,  foreign  assoieate 
members. 

New  York  Physicians  deceased. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Robeson,  of  this 
city.  He  was  one  of  the  physicians  of  Bellevue  Hospital.  He  died, 
as  we  learn,  of  Pneumonia,  on  the  22d  of  March. 

Dr.  James  Campbell,  died  of  the  same  disease  on  the  12th  of 
March.    He  was  a  worthy  man,  and  an  able  physician. 
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m  H  E  NEW-YORK  PREPARATORY 
JL  «dIOOL  OK  MEDICINE. — The special 
design  of  this  Association  is  to  furnish  to  Me- 
dical Students  the  elements  ot  a  complete  and 
scientific  education,  by  means  of  daily  reci- 
tation* and  familiar  demonstrations. 

Each  pupil  of  the  school  will  have  the  op- 
portunity ot  doi„S  mth  his  own  hand*,  all  the 
hpHratione  of  Surgery  upon  the  dead  body, 
»ud  will  be  ex.  rcised  in  Bandaging  and  Splint; 
in-  He  will  be  taught,  in  the  Private  Labo- 
ratory, to  perform  all  the  chemical  manipula- 
tions necessary  for  the  detection  of  poisons, 
and  the  analyses  of  eunne  and  .other  fluids  , 
and  will  be  practiced  in  dissection,  the  use  of 
?he  microscope,  and  in  making portmorlem  ex- 
aminations, and  the  comparison  ot  Patholog- 
ical With  Normal  Anatomy. 

Each  student  will  also  be  taught  to  do  for 
him  elf  all  the  obstetric  operations  upon  the 
model  peleis  and  dead  fa-.tns.  and  will  be  prac- 
tised in  the  use  of  the  speculum,  toucher 
ballottement.  Great  attention  will  be  paid  to 
practical  instruction  in  Auscultation  Kni  P^ 
cu-sion  Physiology  will  be  exp<  rimentally 
illustrated  by  means  of  tiici«c(io/is. 

Clinical  cases  will  be  furnished  and  the 
advanced  students  will  be  urged  to  ..rm  and 
de  e  d  opinions  as  to  the  Diagnosis,  Prognosis, 
and  Therapeutics  of  given  cases,  and  Will  be 
exercised  m  the  art  of  reporting  and  analyz- 
ing cases  of  disease. 

The  plan  of  instruction  is  so  arranged  that 
(he  whole  groundwork  of  Practical  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  with  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and 
Chernov,  may  be  advantageously  gone  ov.  r 

^/ie^Xw^hrtTiw  of Standard 

toe  privilege  of  pursuing  one  or  both  ot  these. 

•  The  Heading-Room  will  be  furnished  with 
_  Ul  :,  ,u  Plates,  and  Illustrative  Speci- 
es? andthe Librarian  will  take  car,  that 
JSa  available  to  the  pupils  as  a  place 
df  study  during  the  day  and  evening. 

For  further  particulars  application  may 

Sef. TcV  Dr  C  F.  Ueywood.  51  West 
22d-street,  New-York  City. 

Terms.— S100  per  annum,  of  $50  each 
term. 

INSTRUCTORS. 

PB0F  Ehrick  Parmly,  M.  D.  Descriptive 
Anatomy.  ■  . 

Prof.  J.  C.  D  ALTON,  M.  D.  Physiology  and 
General  Anatomy- 

Prof.  J.  Ootram,  Jr.  Chemistry  and  Ma- 
teria Medica. 

A.  K.  Gardner.  M.  D.  Midwifery  and  dis- 
eases of  Women. 

Henry  Weeks  Brown,  M.  D.  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

C  F.Hevwood,  M.  D.  General  and  Sper 
rial  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence. 

ITS-  Apply  at  the  Rooms,  809  Broadway, 
•Ter  Dr.  Coggeshall's  drug  store. 

New-York,  February  1,  1S53. 


/ 1  ASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— 
vThere  will  be  annually  two  lull  Courses  of 
Lectures  in  this  Institution  ;  the  Spring  Ses- 
sion commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in 
February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing 
on  the  fu  st  Thursday  in  August  Each  course 
will  continue  four  months,  under  the  direction 
of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M  D„  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  Obstetrics. 

Ezra  8.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try, and  Natural  History. 

William  Sweetseh,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middlkton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery. 

William  C.  Kittridce.  A.  M.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Cokydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

Fees.— For  each  full  Course  of  Lectures, 
S5U.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  lull 
Courses  at  othtr  Medical  Colleges,  $10.  Ma- 
triculation, $5.  Graduation,  $1U.  Board,  in- 
cluding the  expenses  of  room,  fuel,  and  li-hts, 
can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses  at  lrom 
$1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via 
White  Hall,  and  lrom  Boston  and  Burlington 
via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  8.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
Caetleton,  Vt.,  January,  1853.  

4T\  ENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — String 
VJT  Course,  1853. — The  Nineteenth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  first  Wednesduy  of  March, 
1853,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D„  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D  ,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  ot  Surgery. 

George  Hadley,  M.  D„  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  ot 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

George  W.  Field,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy.  ,  ;  . 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniquc  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  and  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment.  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  supplied  with  material.  . 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $02  ;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3  ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  Gra- 
duation, $20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  lights,  &c.,  S2  per 
week.  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  P.,  Dean. 

A COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION  in  Physio- 
logy and  General  Pathology,— Illus- 
trated by  the  Microscope— consisting  of  daily 
recitations  and  lectures— will  be  commenced 
by  the  undersigned,  on  the  23d  of  May ;  and  will 
continue  7i"ic  weeks.  Text-books.  Carpenter  s 
Elements  of  Physiolnfry  and  Physiological 
Anatomy  :  and  Stille's  General  Pathology. 

Terms— for  the  course  $12;  any  pi.rt  there- 
of $1.50  per  week.       E.  R.  PEASLEE.  M.D. 
Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Gen.  Pathology, 
N.  Y.  Medical  College. 
Hanover,  N.  H.  (Dart.  College)  April,  1853. 
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COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SUR- 
GEONS. New- York. — The  Faculty  of  this 
Institution  have  determined  to  establish  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  instruction  throughout  the 
year.  They  believe  that  Medical  Students  can 
very  profitably  employ  the  whole  year  in  me- 
dical study  in  the  city;  devoting  the  Summer 
to  Clinical  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics, 
together  with  the  study  of  special  subjects, 
eitlif  r  not  embraced  iu  the  sub-graduate  course 
or  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand  full  ela- 
boration ;  and  the  Winter  to  the  ordinary 
didactic  teaching  by  Lectures,  Examinations, 
<fcc.  With  these  views  they  have,  with  the 
kind  assistance  of  some  of  their  friends,  esta- 
blished a  Spring  and  Summer  Course  of  In- 
struction on  the  following  plan  : 

1st.  CLINICAL  TEACHING. — Three  Clini- 
ques  will  he  held  each  week.  On  Monday  the 
Surgical  Clinique,  so  lorn;  in  successful  opera- 
tion under  Professor  Parker,  who  will  be  as- 
sisted by  L.  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.  and  Roger  G. 
Perkins,  M.D.  On  Thursday  the  Medical  Cli- 
nique of  Professor  Watts  who  will  be  assisted 
by  Henry  R.  Baldwin,  M.D.  On  Saturday  a 
Clinique  for  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, by  Professor  Gilman,  w  ho  will  be  assist- 
ed by  J.  R.  McGregor,  M  D.  From  these 
Cliniquea  those  patients  who  are  not  under 
the  care  of  a  physician  will  be  assigned  to 
members  of  the  cbiss  who  will  carry  out 
during  the  week  the  plan  of  treatment  sug- 
-  gested  by  the  Professor,  and  present  the  pa- 
tient at  the  next  Clinique  day  that  the  whole 
class  may  watch  the  progress  of  the  case  and 
appreciate  the  effect  of  the  remedies  employed. 
It  is  intended  to  continue  these  Cliniques 
throughout  the  year,  but,  of  course,  mo'etime 
will  be  devoted  to  them  during  the  sprint  and 
summer  than  can  be  spared  from  the  lectuies 
during  the  winter  sub-jrraduate  course 
2d.  LECTURES  ON  SPECIAL  SUBJECTS 
Two  lectuies  will  be  delivered  on  those  days 
on  which  no  Clinique  is  held.  One  on  Clinique 
days,  as  follows : 
On  Electricity  and  Galvanism,  by  Pro- 
lessor  Eliot,  late  of  South  Carolina  College. 
On  Insanity,  by  Pliny  Earle,  M.D.  late  of 

Bloommpdale  Asylum. 
On  Uterine  Hemorrhage,  by  Thomas  F. 

Cock,  M.D.  Physician  to  Bellevue  Hospital. 
On  the  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary 
Organs,  by  William  Kelly,  M.D.  Physi- 
cian Peneteutiary  Hospital. 
On  tiie  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  by  Thomas 
1'.  Rochester.  M.D.  Physician  to  the  De- 
milt  Dispensary. 
On  the  Anatomy  and  Pathology  of  the 
Lye,  by  Charles  M.  Alliu,  M.D.  Sur-eon 
N.  Y.  Eye  Infirmary. 

^r,"!;?NAN'CY  AND  Parturition,  by  Geo. 
1.  Elliot,  M.D.  Physician  N.  Y.  Lying  in 
Asylum. 

On  the  Anatomical  Lesions  produced 
by  Alcoholic  Drinks,  by  John  A.  Lidell, 

On  Botany,  by  Professor  Torrey,  and 
UN  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Professor  Clark, 
to  he  illustrated  by  cases  in  Bellevue  Hospital, 
to  Which  Institution  all  the  students  will  have 
free  admission.  Professor  Smith  will  also  de- 
liver  Clinical  Instruction  in  the  New- York 
Hospital  during  a  part  of  the  season.  Lectures 
will  also  be  given  occasionally  by  Professors 
Watts,  Parker,  and  Oilman,  on  points  con- 
nected with  their  respective  departments. 
T  E  R  M  S. 

It  is  the  design  of  the  Faculty  to  make  this 


spring  and  summer  course  form  a  part  of  the 
regular  instruction  of  the  Institution.  The 
Matriculated  Students  of  the  College  will 
therefore  have  free  admission  to  the  whole, 
Lectures  as  well  as  CliniqueB. 

The  spring  and  summer  course  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  March  21st,  and  continue 
fourteen  weeks  to  end  of  June.  An  intermis- 
sion of  two  months  will  then  be  allowed,  and 
the  course  will  be  resumed  in  September,  to 
be  continued  till  the  opening  of  the  regular 
lectures  in  October.  In  this  way  the  whole 
year,  with  only  such  intermission  during  the 
heat  of  summer,  as  is  necessary  for  the  rest 
and  recreation  of  the  Students,  will  be  devot- 
ed to  medical  teaching. 

Crosby-st.  March  1st,  1853. 

nno  DRUGGIS  1'S.— We  invite  attention  to 
A  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY.— Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  6c  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y 

THE  KEPI1ALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
iu  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says: — "For  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  iswhat  it  professes  to  be,  a 
good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Ha  r,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich-st  N  Y. 

PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only 
by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  he  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Dru" 
gists.  ° 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  aud  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala- 
baster, &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich-street,  New-York. 

MEDICAL  BOOKS.  The  subscriber  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  all  the 
best  Medical  Books,  embracing  the  latent  Edi- 
tions, which  he  offers  to  the  Medical  profes- 
sion and  to  Students  at  the  lowest  prices. 

Catalogues  can  be  had  gratis,  on  applica- 
tion.      O.  A.  ROORBACH,  12  Vesey-street, 
Next  door  to  the  As  tor  House. 

KOUSSO,— REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM 
— DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received 
from  Paris  another  invoice  of  the  valuable 
medicine.  Also,  Pure  Chloroform,  from  the 
celebrated  BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at. 181  Broad, 
way,  200  4th  Avenue,  mid  2  Park  Row. 
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KJMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  COM- 
OPLETK.— LIPPINCOTT.jGRAMBO  &.  Co. 
No.  14  North  F  .>urth-street,  Philadelphia,  huve 
just  published,  A  System  of  Operative  .Surgery, 
based  upon  the  practise  of  surgeons  iu  toe 
United  States,  and  comprising  a  biographical 
index  and  hUturieal  record  of  many  of  their 
operations  for  a  period  of  200  years.  By 
Henry  H.  Smith,  ft.  1).  Illustrated  with  up- 
wards of  1000  Engravings  on  Steel.  The 
whole  forming  one  large  octavo  volume. 

CONTENTS. 

Parts  1  and  2— General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, as  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 
Face. 

part  :j — Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 
]>art  4 — Operations  upon  the  genito-unuary 

organs  of  the  Male  and  Female. 
Part  5 — Operations  practiced  on  the  Extrcrni- 

'  A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached t»  each  Part. 

J-jpThe  Plates  will  be  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  $7  SO  tinted— §15 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  Bathe.    Math  Edition. 

Dr.  Wool's  Pradtice  of  Medicine.  2  vols. 
Svo.  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Mcdiea  and  Therapeutics. 
1  t.  8o.  For  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 


HOOD  &  SANDEHHON'S  TRUSS. — This 
instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "  the 
natural  processes,"  by  which  the  cur«  iscHect- 
ed.  This  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera  back  into 
the  cavity.  Then,  understanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  ihrough 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use— the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available— all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — and 
contrast  them  with  the  incications  of  the  dis- 
ease to  he  treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  sunt  rings  of  the  af- 
flicted", will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  and  as  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle— as  surgeons  are 
notbla.-ksrniths,  and  black -miths  not  surgeons 
— and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 
character,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument,  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  determine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 
case._I,"or  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  H. 
Gehbrig,  43  South  Eighth-street,  Philadel- 
phia, or  J.  M.  SANDERSON,  3  Barclay-st,  N  Y. 
Also,  Agent  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limb3. 


I  G  II  T  RESTORED. — The  subscribers 
have  invented  and  patented  a  simple  in- 
strument, by  which  the  sight  may  be  pre 
served  through  life  without  the  use  of  glasses, 
or  it  may  be  restored  after  the  glasses  have 
been  used  for  years.  This  wonderful  f  fleet 
is  produced  without  pain  or  danger  of  injury 
by  an  instrument  philosophically  constructed, 
by  which  the  cornea  of  the  eye  is  restored  to 
its  original  convex  form — decline  of  sight 
being  caused,  as  is  well  known,  by  the  flatten- 
ing or  depression  of  the  cornea. 

The  cups  are  recommended  by  the  most 
eminent  physicians  und  occulists.  Many  let- 
ters of  a  like  import  to  the  fallowing  can  be 
seen  at  our  oilice  1 U0  Warren-street. 

Trenton,  Sept.  15,1852. 
Dear  Sib: — I  feel  it  a  duty  incumbent 
upon  me  to  give  publicity  to  the  effects  pro- 
duced upon"  my  sight  by  the  use  of  J.  Ball 
&  Co.'s  Eye  Cups.  My  eyes  were  in  a 
very  weak  state  from  my  youth  up,  and  I 
have  been  compelled  to  use  glasses  for  eight 
years,  and  I  could  not  read  or  write  without 
their  aid  ;  but  I  am  now  happy  to  say,  that  af- 
ter using  the  Eye  Cups  according  to  directions 
for  three  weeks,  my  sight  is  completely  re- 
stored, and  I  can  now  read  the  smallest  print, 
and  write  my  usual  hand,  without  my  glasses. 
And  my  sight  is  as  good  as  it  ever  was,  and  I 
would  cheerfully  recommend  the  Eye  Cups 
to  the  public.  ISAIAH  LAN1NG. 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  to  the  good 
character  and  standing  for  veracity,  of  Isaiab 
Laning,  of  the  city  of  Trenton. 
Geo.  F.  Brown. 

Pastor  of  Greenst.  M.  E.  Church,  Trenton. 
John  R.  Tucker. 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Trenton. 
C.  C.  Yard,  Win.  P.  Sherman. 

We  will  forward  the  Cups  to  any  person 
by  mail  on  the  receipt  of  $5.  Agents  wanted 
in  all  the  towns  and  cities  in  the  Union.  Ap- 
ply, by  letter,  post-paid,  to    J.  BALL,  &  Co. 

100  Nassau-BtreeL 


Shortly  will  be  published,  in  8vo. 
with  140  illustrations. 

ON  DEFORMITIES  of  thellUMAN  FRAME; 
including  their  treatment  both  with  and 
without  Surgical  Operation ;  being  a  Course 
of  Lectures  delivered  at  the  RoyalOrfhopiedic 
Hospital  in  1843.  With  Notes  and  Additions  to 
the  Present  Time.  By  W.  J.  Little.  M.  D., 
Physician  to  the  London  Hospital ;  Founder 
of  the  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  «fec. 

CONTENTS. 

Parti.  On  the  Pathology  of  Deformities  in 
general ;  Objects  of,  and  Means  used 
in,  Orthopaedy. 

"  2.  Detormities  from  Accidents,  Inflamma- 
tion. Rheumatism,  and  Scrofula. 

"  3.  Contractions  from  Spasm,  Paralysis, 
Burns,  Diseased  Fascite,  Retention  of 
Parts  in  One  Position. 

"  4.  Deformities  from  Rickets  and  Debility. 

"  5.  Congenital  Distortions  and  Malforma- 
tions. 

"  6.  Deformities  of  the  Spinal  Column. 
"  7.  On  Relapsed  and  Neglected  Cases. 
London  :  Longmann,  Brown,  Green,  and 
Longmans. 
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NOTICE. 

f^**  The  Publication  of  this  Journal  is  removed  to  No.  852 
Broadway,  near  Union  square. 

DISAPPOINTMENT. 

After  a  positive  contract  with  a  lithographer  for  furnishing 
us  with  copies  of  the  portrait  of  Dr.  Stevens,  for  our  present 
number,  we  learn,  when  too  late  for  remedy,  that  our  readers 
must  share  our  disappointment,  and  wait  for  the  June  number. 

The  brief  biographical  notice,  prepared  by  an  eminent 
medical  gentleman  of  this  city,  will  accompany  the  portrait. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  sixth  annual  convention  of  this  national  organization  of  the 
profession  will  be  held  in  New- York  on  Tuesday,  May  3rd,  1853. 
The  Committee  of  arrangements  have  made  ample  preparations  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  delegates  who  are  expected  to  be  present 
from  every  part  of  the  country.  We  understand  that  the  sessions  of 
the  body  will  be  held  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parker's  Church  in  Bleeker- 
street,  near  Broadway.  The  details  of  the  arrangements  were  not 
fully  matured  when  we  were  compelled  to  put  this  number  to  press. 
They  will  appear  in  the  daily  papers  when  perfected. 

— — — — . .   „ — 

COMPARATIVE  MERITS 

OF  THE 

PARTIAL  AMPUTATIONS  OF  THE  FOOT. 

By  J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.D.—  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Operations  of  Surgery  in  the  New-  York  Medical  College,  Surgeon 
to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  <&c. 

Amputation  of  all  the  metatarsal  bones,  in  their  continuity,  is  so 
rarely  resorted  to,  that  the  partial  amputations  of  the  foot  may  be 
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said  to  be  restricted  to  the  operations  known  as  ITey's  and  Chopart's. 
In  the  diseases  or  injuries  requiring  amputation  of  the  foot,  the  tissues, 
most  frequently,  are  affected  pathologically,  so  as  to  permit  the  se- 
lection of  an  operation  through  the  line  of  articulation,  between  tho 
tarsus  and  metatarsus,  or  of  an  operation  through  the  tarsus  itself, 
between  the  articular  surfaces  of  the  os  calcis  and  astragalus,  behind, 
and  the  os  scaphoides  and  os  cuboides,  in  front.  In  such  case*,  my 
own  experience  enables  me  to  assert  the  great  superiority  of  tarso- 
metatarsal amputation,  or  Hey's  operation,  over  medio-tarsal  ampu- 
tation,  or  Chopart's  operation.  I  have  frequently  performed  both 
operations,  and  in  no  instance  that  has  come  under  my  observation 
has  the  result  of  Chopart's  operation  been  as  favorable  as  that  of 
Hey's.  J  have  also,  long  after  the  cicatrization  of  the  stumps,  seen 
several  instances  of  Chopart's  operation,  as  performed  by  other  sur- 
geons, where  the  limb  remained  comparatively  useless.  In  one  of 
these  instances,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  patient,  I  amputated  his 
leg  through  its  lower  third  :  in  another,  the  patient  is  unable  to  walk 
on  account  of  the  partial  dislocation  of  the  astragalus,  which  prevents 
him  from  resting  the  stump  upon  the  ground.  The  following  draw- 
ings exhibit  the  results  of  the  two  operations  as  recently  performed 
by  me  on  the  same  individual. 


Chopart's  operation   outer  aspect  of  tho  iley'a  operation — inner  a«pect  of  the 

left  foot  right  foot. 
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The  result  of  Chopart's  operation  is  as  good  as  generally  occurs ; 
still  there  is  a  disposition  of  the  heel  to  be  elevated,  and  the  base  of 
Bustentation,  upon  which  the  limb  of  this  side  rests,  is  comparatively 
short  and  narrow,  and  by  no  means  equal  to  the  extended  surface 
presented  by  the  foot  of  the  other  side.  This  patient,  with  the  aid  of 
boots  suitably  made,  walks  with  considerable  ease  ;  but  he  steps  with 
less  firmness  and  readiness  with  the  foot  upon  which  Chopart's 
operation  was  performed  than  with  the  other.  This  can  be  accounted 
for  by  the  shortness  of  the  lever  left  to  the  foot  after  the  medio-tarsal 
operation.  By  the  removal  of  the  os  cuboides,  which  forms  a  projec- 
tion upon  the  sole  of  the  foot  externally,  and  of  the  os  scaphoides  and 
os  cuneiforme  internum,  which  form  another  projection  internally,  the 
foot  also  loses  its  natural  concavity  upon  the  plantar  aspect. 

The  inconveniences  resulting  from  Chopart's  operation  may  be 
such,  at  times,  as  actually  to  require  the  removal  of  the  lower 
portion  of  the  leg.  The  following  drawing  exhibits  a  stump  resulting 
from  the  operation  by  Chopart's  method.  In  this  case  the  patient 
was  urgent  for  the  amputation  of  the  limb.  The  heel  had  become 
elevated  so  that  the  end  of  the  stump,  in  walking,  was  partly  pre- 
sented to  the  ground,  ulceration  had  occurred  on  the  line  of  the 
cicatrix,  and  progression  became  almost  impossible  without  the  use 
of  crutches.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  amputated  the  leg  at  its 
lower  part. 


BriuU  of  Chopart'*  operation— Jeft  foot 
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In  Iley's  operation,  as  modified  by  Lisfranc,  the  entire  tarsns  is 
preserved  ;  also  the  internal  border  of  the  foot  remains  longer  by  one 
inch  and  a  half,  and  the  external  border,  by  half  an  inch,  than  when  the 
operation  by  Chopart's  method  is  resorted  to.  There  is  a  larger  base 
for  the  limb  to  rest  upon  during  progression,  and  more  firmness  and 
assurance  to  the  step  are  attained.  The  following  drawing  represents 
the  stump  resulting  from  Iley's  operation  as  performed  by  me  with 
Lisfranc's  modification. 


Iley's  operation — left  foot 
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The  most  formidable  evil  which  may  follow  upon  the  partial  am- 
putation of  the  foot,  by  Chopart's  method,  is  the  luxation,  forward,  of 
the  astragalus  and  calcaneum,  produced  by  the  want  of  antagonistic 
power  in  front  to  oppose  the  action  of  the  gastrocnemii  and  solaeus 
upon  the  os  calcis  behind.  After  Hey's  operation,  the  equilibrium 
between  the  extensors  and  flexors  of  the  foot  is  completely  maintained, 
partly  by  the  tendinous  insertions  of  some  of  the  extensor  muscles 
which  are  left  undetached,  and  partly  by  the  incorporation  and  ad- 
herence upon  the  dorsal  aspect  of  the  stump  of  all  the  tendons  met 
with  in  this  region.  Thus  a  portion  of  the  insertion  of  tibialis  anticus 
is  left  at  the  internal  cuneiform  bone  ;  the  peroneus  tertivs,  when  it 
exists,  is  inserted  by  aponeurotic  expansion  into  the  os  cuboides  above, 
and  the  peroneus  brevis  is  also  inserted  into  the  os  cuboides,  upon  its 
upper  part.  Besides  the  tendinous  insertions  of  these  muscles,  the 
tendons  of  the  extensor  longus  pollicis  ]>edis,  of  the  extensor  longua 
communis  digitorum  pedis,  and  of  the  extensor  brevis  digitorum  pedis, 
divided  in  the  operation,  become,  during  the  process  of  cicatrization, 
incorporated  with,  and  attached  to,  the  dorsal  aspect  of  the  stump. 
In  this  way  the  action  of  the  gastrocnemii  and  soleus  is  counter- 
balanced ;  the  heel  does  not  become  drawn  upward,  as  often  happens 
in  Chopart's  operation ;  and  the  astragalus  and  calcaneum  maintain 
their  normal  articular  relations  with  each  other,  as  does  also  the 
astragalus  with  the  tibia.  The  cicatrix  of  the  stump  cannot  be 
thrown  downward  and  forward,  is  not  exposed  to  rude  contact  with 
the  ground  during  progression,  and  invariably  remains  free  from 
irritation  and  ulceration. 

In  making  a  comparison  of  the  utility  of  an  operation,  or  of  a 
particular  method,  with  another,  the  character  and  extent  of  the 
resulting  wound,  in  relation  to  the  healing  process,  are  always  im- 
portant considerations.  In  Hey's  operation,  the  part  of  the  stump  to 
to  be  covered  by  the  flap  consists  of  the  anterior  surfaces  of  the  bones 
of  the  last  row  of  the  tarsus  ;  in  Chopart's  operation,  of  the  anterior 
articular  surfaces  of  the  calcaneum  and  astragalus ;  therefore,  as  in 
Chopart's  operation,  the  surfaces  left  will  be  by  one  half  higher  than 
in  Hey's  operation,  the  part  to  be  covered  will  be  larger,  requiring  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  size  of  the  flap.  The  healing  process, 
in  Chopart's  operation,  is  for  this  reason  more  tardy,  as  was  well 
illustrated  in  the  case  of  double  amputation,  in  which  I  practised  both 
operations,  at  the  same  time,  upon  the  same  individual.  The  foot 
operated  upon  by  Key's  method  was  entirely  well  one  week  earlier 
than  the  foot  on  the  other  side. 

It  has  been  objected  against  Hey's  operation  that  the  extent  of 
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synovial  membrane  exposed  is  so  great  that  severe  and  dangerous 
inflammation  is  to  be  anticipated  ;  but  it  is  an  anatomical  fact  that  the 
exposure  is  not  greater  than  in  Chopart's  operation  ;  for  in  traversing 
the  articulation  between  the  ealcaneum  and  cuboid,  and  that  between 
the  astragalus  and  scaphoid,  the  articular  synovial  membrane  between 
the  astragalus  and  ealcaneum  is  opened  anteriorly,  and  there  is  evep 
danger,  at  times,  of  opening  the  tibio-tarsal  articulation.  Besides, 
experience  has  proved  that,  in  Iley's  operation,  nothing  is  to  be 
dreaded  from  the  inflammation  of  the  synovial  membrane. 

In  selecting  Iley's  operation  in  preference  to  Chopart's,  the  car- 
dinal principle  in  amputations,  of  making  the  incisions  as  far  ak  ;  os- 
sible  from  the  centre  of  the  circulation,  is  adhered  to.  The  greater 
difficulty  of  traversing  the  articular  range  between  the  tarsus  and 
metatarsus  will  not  be  urged  by  a  skilful  operator  as  a  reason  for 
adopting  the  amputation  between  the  more  simple  articular  surfaces 
formed  by  the  astragalus  and  scaphoid  and  the  ealcaneum  and  cuboid. 
In  Iley's  operation,  also,  less  of  the  foot  is  removed  than  in  Chopart's.; 
consequently,  there  is  less  deformity,  and  an  artificial  substitute  can 
be  much  more  readily  adjusted. 

To  sum  up,  then:  in  Iley's  operation  the  foot  retains  its  function's 
better ;  from  the  anatomical  disposition  of  the  structures,  the  heel 
does  not  remain  liable  to  become  elevated,  nor  do  the  astragalus  and 
ealcaneum  remain  liable  to  be  dislocated  and  thrown  forward  ;  the 
cicatrix  of  the  stump  is  not  exposed  to  irritation  and  ulceration; 
finally,  the  resulting  deformity  is  Jess,  and  the  lost  portion  of  the  foot 
can  be  more  easily  replaced  by  mechanical  contrivance.  For  these 
reasons,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  in  partial  amputations  of  the  foot,  Iley's 
operation,  as  modified  by  Lisfranc,  should  be  preferred,  when  the 
pathological  condition  of  the  parts  allows  a  selection  to  be  made. 


EXSECTION  OF  PORTIONS  OF  THE  SUPERIOR  MAX- 
ILLARY BONES. 

By  Isaac  Greene,  M.D. — Surgeon  lo  Bellevve  Hospital. 

In  the  early  part  of  November  last  I  was  requested  to  visit  a 
married  lady,  about  27  years  of  age,  of  a  delicate  and  somewhat 
strumous  habit.  She  had  been  suffering  for  three  or  four  months 
with  a  tumor,  which,  when  first  noticed,  was  about  the  size  of  a  pea, 
situated  at  the  root  of  one  of  the  superior  incisor  teeth.  The  tooth 
being  decayed,  had  been  extracted  soon  after  the  discovery  of  the 
disease,  but  without  any  beneficial  effect.    This  had  continued  h- 
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creasing  and  extending  until  when  I  saw  it,  the  base  of  the  tumor 
occupied  the  greater  portion  of  the  space  between  the  canine  teeth, 
and  involved  nearly  the  whole  of  the  alveolar  processes  of  all  the 
superior  incisor  teeth.  The  projection  of  the  tumor  anteriorly  was 
very  considerable,  producing  decided  protrusion  and  elevation  of  the 
upper  lip.  Superiorly  the  tumor  had  extended  to  the  juncture  of  the 
lip  with  the  gum,  involving  mucous,  fibrous  and  osseous  tissues,  and 
presenting  an  irregular  dark  colored  surface,  and  a  spongy,  elastic, 
obscurely  fluctuating  sensation  when  touched.  The  disease  was  evi- 
dently encephaloid,  medullary  or  fungoid  in  its  character,  requiring 
prompt  and  efficient  action  for  its  removal. 

It  was  immediately  suggested  by  the  writer  that  Dr.  Valentine 
Mott  be  called  in  consultation,  which  was  acccordingly  done,  when  an 
operation  was  decided  to  be  necessary,  and  the  following  day  fixed 
upon  for  the  purpose. 

November  10th.  The  operation  was  performed  in  the  presence  of 
Drs.  V.  Mott,  Alban  Gold  Smith,  A.  Wright  and  A.  B.  Mott. 
Partial  anaesthesia  was  induced  by  the  administration  of  Sulphuric 
./Ether  through  the  kindness  of  the  last  named  gentleman.  First  the 
lip  was  detached  from  the  gum  at  the  commissure,  for  about  a  half 
an  inch  superiorly,  after  which  the  tumor  was  isolated  from  the  sur- 
rounding soft  parts  by  an  incision  passing  down  to  the  bone  on  either 
side.  The  bone  was  soon  separated  and  removed  by  means  of  a  fine 
saw  and  cutting  forceps  adapted  to  the  case,  and  the  operation  thus 
completed.  The  haemorrhage  was  not  apparently  profuse,  although 
within  half  an  hour  after  the  operation  considerable  blood  was  thrown 
up  by  vomiting,  it  having  passed  into  the  stomach  during  the  anaes- 
thetic condition  of  the  patient.  It  may  here  be  observed  that  the 
operation  was  somewhat  protracted  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect 
anaesthesia  of  the  patient,  in  my  opinion,  owing  to  our  entire  reliance 
on  yEther,  which  I  had  decided  upon  previous  to  commencing.  The 
choice  of  the  anaesthetic  agent  should,  I  think,  in  all  cases,  be  go- 
verned by  the  temperament,  habits,  and  condition  of  the  patient,  to 
whom  it  is  to  be  administered.  It  is  probable  that  by  sufficient  at- 
tention to  these  peculiarities  in  each  individual  case,  and  the  conse- 
quent use  of  chloroform,  aether,  a  mixture  of  the  two  or  both  alter- 
nately, as  such  discrimination  would  dictate,  we  should  hear  less 
frequently  of  the  disadvantages,  dangers,  and  fatal  effects  of  this  class 
of  agents.  My  attendance  on  the  patient  was  continued  to  the  2(3th 
of  November,  during  a  period  of  sixteen  days,  when  the  cicatrization 
was  perfected.  On  the  third  day  after  the  operation  the  patient  was 
put  on  the  most  nutritious  diet,  which  was  continued  during  the  whole 
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treatment.  She  was  very  soon  restored  to  her  usual  condition  of 
health  and  strength,  which  was  facilitated  by  daily  exercise  in  a  car- 
riage. At  this  time,  more  than  five  months  after  the  operation,  the 
patient  is  entirely  free  from  disease,  and  the  loss  has  been  so  skil- 
fully replaced  by  art,  that  it  would  not  be  discovered  by  the  most 
careful  observer. 


A  RARE  CASE  OF  MERCURIALE  ERYTHEMA 

M.  F.,  cetat  37,  Ireland,  stonedresser,  Twentieth-street,  came  under 
observation  November  11th,  1852,  a  history  of  whose  case  elicited 
that  three  weeks  previous  he  became  affected  with  a  chancre,  situated 
on  the  neekjof  the  corona  glandis  at  its  junction,  with  the  prepuce  a 
little  to  the  right  side,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  applied  to  an  adver- 
tising Quack,  (professing  to  heal  all  such  cases  in  twenty-four  hours 
with  a  sure,  certain,  and  safe  remedy  !)  who  put  him  at  once  under 
the  influence  of  Hydrargiry,  the  result  of  which  was  a  severe  ptyalism 
and  an  extensive  eruption,  making  their  appearance  simultaneously, 
proceeding  and  increasing  very  alarmingly  together  without  any 
diminution  or  withdrawal  of  the  doses  of  Mercury  ;  when,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  formidable  shape  things  were  beginning  to  assume,  the 
patient  thought  it  was  high  time  to  suspend  operations  in  that  quarter. 

The  above  date  found  him  laboring  under  a  small  but  well  defined 
Hunterian  chancre,  a  left  inguinal  bubo,  very  hard,  painful,  and  a 
little  larger  than  a  pigeon's  egg,  induration  of  two  or  three  small 
similar  glands  on  the  right,  but  unaccompanied  with  pain  and  sore- 
ness; a  horrid,  foul,  foetid  and  bloody  discharge  from  the  mouth, 
possessing  the  well-known  characteristic  mercurial  odor ;  a  tumefied 
and  ulcerated  condition  of  the  lips,  cheeks  and  tongue,  enlargement 
of  the  submaxillary  salivary  glands ;  together  with  an  extensive 
dusky  red  rash  concealing  the  entire  surface  of  the  body  and  limbs, 
itchy,  but  not  intolerably  so,  excoriation  being  absent,  and  imparting 
the  dry  harsh  feel  pertaining  to  Scarlatina,  the  peculiar  dark  shade  of 
the  eczema  resembling  a  bad  case  of  that  disease  in  its  most  malig- 
nant form  ;  having  a  livid  hue  pervading  the  cuticular  folds,  more 
especially  on  the  transverse  abdominal  flexures  and  inguinal  regions, 
also  in  a  minor  degree  on  the  back,  hips  and  thighs ;  presenting  a 
mottled  aspect  in  other  situations,  about  the  chest,  shoulders  and  face 
particularly,  which,  from  its  variegated  color,  seemed  not  unlike  an 
attack  of  a  secondary  venereal  nature,  the  similitude  at  a  distance 
being  so  strong  that  a  mistake  in  the  diagnosis  was  quite  possible 
before  making  a  closer  inspection. 
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On  examination  the  pharyngeal,  velum  pendulum  palati  and 
tonsilitic  coverings  were  observed  to  have  taken  on  the  same  marked 
redness  noticed  in  the  efflorescence,  but  without  oedema  or  difficulty 
in  deglutition  ;  the  tongue  exhibiting  with  a  scolloped  edge  the  usual 
creamy  yellow  and  thickly-coated  fur  remarkable  in  those  afflicted 
with  or  under  the  full  effects  of  the  above  mineral ;  appetite  good, 
but  unable  to  swallow  much  on  account  of  the  painful  and  swollen 
state  of  the  tongue  ;  bowels  constipated,  urinates  often,  causing  no 
trouble,  although  high  colored  and  depositing  a  thick  lateritious  sedi- 
ment on  cooling;  pulse  small,  quick  and  irregular;  occasional  tu- 
multuous action  of  the  heart,  alternate  rigors  and  feverish  exacerba- 
tions of  more  or  less  intensity  and  duration,  followed  up  by  profuse 
diaphoresis  ;  complains  also  of  flying  pains  throughout  the  body  and 
limbs,  knees,  back  and  breast  principally  affected,  dizziness  and  light- 
ness of  the  head,  with  casual  though  transitory  syncopetic  feelings, 
but  no  wandering  of  the  intellect  or  other  cerebral  disturbance  ;  has 
not  lost  any  of  his  natural  buoyancy  or  elasticity  of  spirit ;  after  a 
close  investigation  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  no  complication  or 
tenderness  could  be  detected. 

At  this  period,  the  eighth  day  from  its  becoming  evident,  the 
rash  was  very  intense,  and  continued  so  until  the  twelfth,  when  it 
began  to  show  signs  of  declination  over  the  region  of  the  abdomen, 
accompanied  with  desquamation,  a  gradual  subsidence  occupying  a 
space  of  eight  or  nine  days  longer. 

Ordered  to  keep  quiet  in  bed,  and  the  room  to  be  well  ventilated, 
taking  a  mild  nutritious  and  farinaceous  diet  as  often  as  he  could  be 
induced  to  swallow  them  ;  with  a  Borax  and  Alumen  wash  for  the 
mouth  ;  and  for  (he  bowels,  a  saline  purgative  twice  or  thrice  daily. 

November  10th.  On  yesterday  complained  of  some  slight  aphonia 
which  was  relieved  by  counter-irritation  to  the  throat,  buboes  di- 
minishing, and  the  ulcer  on  the  corona  contracting,  tongue  cleaning 
off*  and  urine  less  opaque,  bowels  freely  opened,  mouth  improving, 
can  swallow  better,  pulse  firmer,  imparting  a  fulness,  more  regular 
and  not  so  fast ;  the  cuticular  surface  in  some  parts  is  now  in  a  state 
of  desquamation  ;  to  continue  the  medicine,  but  at  longer  intervals, 
and  the  same  diet. 

November  20th.  Is  so  far  improved  as  to  leave  bed,  feels  weak, 
but  in  other  respects  is  progressing  towards  convalescence,  buboes 
completely  gone,  chancre  healed,  and  desquamation  proceeding 
rapidly  over  the  surface  ;  to  suspend  the  remedies  and  take  instead 
ten  drops  of  Nitric  acid  in  half  an  ounce  of  Infusion  of  Bark  three 
times  a  day. 
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The  observations  connected  with  this  man's  case  are  not  without 
interest,  inasmuch  as  about  a  month  before  his  brother's  child  had 
been  under  my  care  for  a  light  form  of  Scarlatina,  succeeded  after  a 
short  remission  with  dropsical  symptoms,  but  terminating  favorably ; 
the  rash  coining  out  on  him  during  the  existence  of  desquamation  in 
the  child,  at  whose  place  visiting  backwards  and  forwards  almost 
daily  he  finally  came  to  reside,  where  he  fell  into  my  hands. 

How  far  the  case  may  have  been  depending  on  or  connected  with 
a  Scarlatina  tendency  (as  many  of  the  most  prominent  points  wera 
either  absent  or  very  deficient,)  I  am  unable  to  decide  ;  the  patient 
had  no  recollection  of  ever  having  that  complaint ;  the  rash  certainly 
presented  all  the  apparent  phenomena  of  a  genuine  outburst  of  the 
disease,  but  nothing  more.  I  could  not  help  remarking  the  similarity 
of  the  erythema  in  his  case,  and  that  of  a  child  with  Scarlet  fever  in 
my  care  at  the  same  time,  which  proved  fatal  in  six  or  eight  days. 

As  the  foregoing  is  an  event  of  somewhat  rare  occurrence,  we 
have  necessarily  to  depend  upon  authors  more  or  less  for  a  meagre 
account  of  the  affection  ;  therefore,  from  their  statements,  would  ex- 
pect excoriation  as  a  predominant  feature,  but  in  the  present  instance 
nothing  of  the  kind  took  place.  The  late  Dr.  Colics,  of  Dublin, 
mentions  in  his  work  on  the  venereal,  that  it  is  a  malady  seldom  to 
be  met  with,  and  never  knew  a  case  to  last  longer  than  eight  days, 
whereas  this  lasted  twenty  one. 

Towards  the  close  of  his  illness  it  became  necessary  to  impose  a 
more  nutritious  and  stimulating  diet,  including  Brandy  Punch  while 
continuing  the  Bark  and  Acid.  In  a  day  or  two  after  getting  up  he 
experienced  some  amount  of  pain  and  tenseness  on  motion  or  pressure 
in  the  bellies  of  the  Gastrocnemius  and  Soleus  of  the  left  side,  and 
the  insertion  of  the  Tendo  Achillis  on  the  right,  but  quickly  subdued 
by  the  application  of  leeches,  warm  fomentations  and  poultices,  with 
rest,  attention  to  the  bowels,  and  frictions  of  Anodyne  Liniments. 

Walteu  OTIeilly,  M.D. 


ADVERTISING  DOCTORS. 

The  article  on  this  subject,  in  our  last  number,  has  loaded  our 
table  with  the  evidence  that  our  strictures  were  imperatively  de- 
manded, and  are  heartily  welcomed  by  the  profession.  Two  editorials 
in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  during  the  month,  on  the 
same  topic,  prove  that  the  parties  who  are  implicated  in  that  city, 
and  their  friends,  begin  to  perceive  the  "bad  eminence"  they  have 
reached.    The  editor  seems  to  concur  with  us  that  his  advertising 
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brethren  have  entitled  themselves  to  apology,  and  hence  he  makes 
more  than  one  in  their  behalf.  We  are  disappointed  in  the  non-com- 
mittalism of  the  editor,  from  whom  we  had  hoped  for  a  response,  cor- 
responding to  what  are  obviously  his  own  convictions  on  the  subject. 

But  alas,  he  is  embarrassed  by  the  still  worse  favors  of  his  adver- 
tising patrons.  One  Boston  doctor  follows  suit,  by  announcing  in 
the  precise  style  of  Ladies'  Shoemakers  and  Hairdressers,  that  ho  has 
imjust  returned  from  Europe!"  and  still  another,  and  an  American 
too,  that  he  has  "  lately  been  in  Paris  !  "  and  therefore  devotes  special 
attention  to  "  skin  diseases,"  "  female  complaints,"  &e.  If  such  ad- 
vertisements had  appeared  from  any  medical  man  ten  years  ago  in 
any  part  of  this  country,  their  authors  would  have  felt  the  disgust 
and  contempt  with  which  the  lowest  herd  of  quacks  are  visited,  both 
from  the  profession  and  the  public.  But  it  seems  that  among  the 
Yankees  all  this  is  tolerated,  as  it  must  be,  while  such  men  as  Pro- 
fessor Bigelow  are  offering  "  advice  gratis  "  in  imitation  of  Dr.  Mott, 
and  in  equal  defiance  of  the  Code  of  Ethics.  Alas  for  the  medical 
aristocracy  of  Boston. 


LECTURES  ON  UTERINE  DISPLACEMENTS. 

Continued  from  Vol.  III.  p.  321. 

By  B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D. — Professor  of  Midwifery,  etc,  in  the 
New-York  Medical  College.  Reported  by  B.  T.  Routh,  M.D. 

The  Treatment  of  Prolapsus. 

The  treatment  of  this  form  of  Uterine  displacement  has  afforded  a 
rich  harvest  for  charlatans  and  quacks.  Females  who  have  suffered 
from  "  bearing  down,"  and  pain  in  the  back  are  easily  led  to  believe 
that  they  have  "  falling  of  the  womb  ;';  and  large  fortunes  have  been 
made  by  more  than  one  in  this  city,  I  am  told  by  the  sale  of  "  Body 
Braces"  and  "supporters  "  by  this  class.  Works  have  been  written 
and  extensively  circulated  among  the  public,  refcring  a  great  variety 
of  disorders  and  symptoms  to  a  mechanical  origin  ;  and  this  seems  to 
be  a  very  taking  theory,  if  I  may  judge  by  the  number  of  females 
who  have  come  to  me  with  their  abdomens  enveloped  in  steel  frames. 
Still,  this  affection  when  it  exists,  merits  more  attention  than  it  has 
received  from  most  practitioners.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  gene- 
rally treated  too  empirically,  by  even  the  well  informed  and  judicious 
physician. 

If  Sir  Charles  Clark's  remark  "  that  if  nothing  were  done  in  the 
way  of  treatment,  a  patient  laboring  under  this  disease  might  die  from 
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weakness,  induced  by  the  large  discharges  and  the  disordered  state  of 
the  stomach  ;  or  she  might  die  from  inflammation  taking  place  in  the 
parts  contained  in  the  inverted  vagina,  which  are  more  liable  to  pres- 
sure than  when  in  their  usual  place,"  be  not  confirmed  by  the  general 
experience  of  the  profession,  still,  the  evils  of  this  disease  are  of  suf- 
ficient magnitude  to  demand  an  earnest  effort  for  their  effectual  re- 
moval. The  established  treatment  of  most  systematic  authors  may 
be  comprised  in  two  methods,  medicinal  means  applied  to  the  mucous 
membrane,  with  rest  in  the  horizontal  position  in  the  milder  cases  ; 
and  mechanical  support  in  the  more  severe  cases,  the  first  effected  by 
the  injections  of  cold  water,  and  the  various  vegetable  and  metallic 
astringents ;  the  second  obtained  either  by  external  appliances  called 
"supporters"  which  take  off  the  weight  of  the  abdominal  viscera  and 
increase  the  resistance  of  the  perineal  muscles,  or  by  instruments  made 
of  various  materials  and  of  various  forms  introduced  into  the  vagina, 
called  "  pessaries."  I  shall  detain  you  with  only  a  word  of  comment 
on  these  methods  of  treatment. 

First  I  will  admit  that  some  cases  get  well  under  each  of  these 
plans;  but  all  must  agree  that  a  successful  radical  cure  by  these  me- 
thods, is  the  exception  and  not  the  rule.  Neither  the  horizontal  pos- 
ture, rigidly  adhered  to  for  a  long  time,  nor  astringent  injections  can 
restore  the  tone  of  the  ligaments;  and  both  of  these  means  are  liable 
to  induce  obvious  evils.  I  have  known  more  than  one  case  where  the 
general  health  has  been  seriously  injured  by  a  protracted  adherence 
to  the  recumbent  posture.  The  supporter  doubtless  relieves  from 
many  of  the  distressing  symptoms  of  this  affection  ;  but  1  have  never 
known  a  cure  effected  by  one,  and  the  idea  of  compelling  a  young 
wife  to  such  a  harness  all  her  life,  is  anything  but  attractive.  The 
advocates  of  pessaries  assert  that  they  often  do  cure;  but  they  must 
admit  that  this  is  not  the  case  in  a  majority  of  instances,  and  that  their 
use,  is  often  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  has  frequently  re- 
sulted in  serious  evils.  Notwithstanding  the  ingenious  arguments 
with  which  Churchill  meets  the  various  objections  which  have  been 
urged  against  the  use  of  pessaries,  I  must  still  reproduce  those  which 
others  have  urged — viz :  that  they  are  merely  palliatives,  and  like 
other  palliatives,  tend  to  perpetuate  the  necessity  of  their  application 
during  the  life  of  the  patient — that  they  distend  the  flooring  of  the 
pelvis,  and  increase  the  capacity  of  the  ano-perineal  region,  thus  di- 
rectly aggravating  one  essential  and  important  element  of  the  disease, 
that  they  provoke  mucous  discharges  from  the  vagina  where  they  do 
not  exist,  and  change  the  character  and  quantity  of  existing  ones  much 
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for  the  worse,  that  they  cannot  be  worn  by  many  on  account  of  the 
local  and  constitutional  irritation  they  produce,  that  they  occasionally 
produce  serious  and  even  fatal  inflammations,  that  they  interrupt  sex- 
ual intercourse,  that  their  proper  application,  and  the  choice  of  their 
form  and  dimensions  so  as  to  adapt  them  well  to  each  case,  is  so  diffi- 
cult as  to  seriously  embarrass  most  practitioners,  and,  that  in  numer- 
ous instances  pessaries  have  become  so  encrusted  and  firmly  embed- 
ded in  the  vagina,  as  to  require  a  serious  operation  for  their  extrac- 
tion. It  is  no  answer  to  the  last  objection,  to  say  that  it  can  only  hap- 
pen from  gross  neglect;  for  the  neglect  may  be  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
tient instead  of  on  the  part  of  the  physician.  In  fact,  I  believe  that 
most  of  these  cases  have  occurred,  where  the  patient  has  removed  from 
the  observation  of  the  physician  who  has  applied  the  instrument,  and 
hence  the  force  of  an  objection  urged  by  Professor  Hamilton,  that 
they  subject  the  patient  to  the  charge  of  the  medical  attendant  for 
life. 

I  shall  now  call  your  attention  to  a  plan  of  treatment  on  which  I 
have  relied  for  eight  years,  and  which  I  hope  you,  as  you  have  oppor- 
tunity,  as  have  several  of  my  friends,  will  subject  to  the  test  of  ex- 
perience. 

I  shall  say  nothing  now  in  regard  to  preventive  treatment,  or 
dwell  upon  the  necessity  of  insisting  upon  the  recumbent  position  af- 
ter confinement,  in  those  who  have  previously  suffered  from  14  prolap- 
sus," as  this  will  more  properly  be  embraced  in  the  "  Lectures  on 
Midwifery  "  proper. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  lecture,  following  Vidal,  I  divided  the 
causes  of  prolapsus,  into  those  inherent  to  the  uterus  itself,  (that  is 
all  those  causes  which  augment  the  volume  or  weight  of  the  uterus,) 
those  which  refer  to  the  state  of  the  vagina  and  pelvis,  and  those  which 
refer  to  the  attachments  of  the  uterus.  I  have  said  nothing  in  regard 
to  the  doctrine  of  M.  Retzius,  who  rejects  all  these  causes,  and  ascribes 
prolapsus  to  the  distension,  by  the  descent  of  the  bowels,  of  the  in- 
flections of  the  peritoneum,  which  are  to  be  found  on  each  side  of  the 
womb,  because  his  arguments,  to  my  mind,  carry  but  little  weight 
with  them. 

Now  the  indications  for  cure  must  be  based  on  the  causes  which 
produce  the  displacement.  Prolapsus,  resulting  solely  from  the  con- 
dition of  the  uterus  itself,  usually,  I  think,  subsides  spontaneously 
when  the  uterine  trouble  is  removed.  I  have  often  found  the  uterus 
very  low  in  the  pelvic  cavity  when  there  is  inflammatory  disease  of 
the  cervix,  but  rising  higher  and  higher  during  the  treatment.  I  may 
add  that,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  this  is  a  much  more  frequent 
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cause  than  Loth  the  others;  but  it  is  to  prolapsus  depending  upon 
the  other  causes  to  which  1  wish  now  more  especially  to  call  your 
attention.  That  there  are  cases,  entirely  independent  of  the  weight 
of  the  uterus,  I  am  perfectly  certain,  as  1  have  in  several  instances 
seen  complete  prolapsus  where  the  uterus  was  evidently  atrophied. 
Admitting,  then,  both  the  causes  before  mentioned,  the  indications 
for  cure  will  be — 1st,  to  retain  the  uterus  in  its  normal  position  ;  2d, 
to  diminish  the  preternatural  capacity  of  the  vagina ;  and  3d,  to 
restore  tone  to  the  ligaments.  The  first  is  gained  by  mechanical 
means,  the  second  by  astringents,  and  the  third  by  fulfil  ling  the  first 
two,  and  increasing  the  general  vital  powers.  Very  slight  support 
suffices  to  fulfil  the  first.  1  have  rarely  found  any  evil  resulting  from 
the  attempt  to  accomplish  the  second,  such  as  injury  to  the  general 
health  from  arrest  of  the  accustomed  discharges,  or  inflammation  or 
irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina.  The  method  which 
I  adopt  is  the  following  :  I  cut  out  a  double  thickness  of  patent  lint 
of  a  triangular  form,  so  that  when  rolled  up  it  will  form  a  cone,  of  a 
size  adapted  as  nearly  as  1  can  judge  to  the  capacity  of  the  vagina. 
Half  an  inch  from  the  apex  is  firmly  tied  a  piece  of  narrow  bobbin, 
for  thp  purpose  of  facilitating  withdrawal.  This  is  soaked  in  a 
saturated  solution  of  Tannin.  The  patient  placed  upon  her  back,  the 
uterus  replaced,  care  being  taken  to  adjust  it  so  that  its  axis  corres- 
ponds with  the  axis  of  the  superior  strait,  and  the  lint  introduced 
with  the  apex  first ;  but,  after  it  is  in  the  vagina,  it  is  turned  so  that 
the  base  will  come  under  the  os  tincse.  This  is  withdrawn,  and  a  new 
one  introduced  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  In  some  eases  there 
is  soreness  and  tenderness  of  the  vagina,  when  I  add  to  each  ounce  of 
the  solution  of  Tannin  5  ii  of  laudanum.  1  have  used  morphine,  but 
the  laudanum  seems  to  be  more  efficient  in  removing  the  soreness. 
The  size  of  the  lint  pessary  is  gradually  diminished  until  the  base  is 
not  more  than  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  when  the  cure  may  be  con- 
sidered as  accomplished.  This  should  never  be  left  for  the  patient  to 
do  herself.  It  requires  the  personal  attendance  of  the  physician. 
The  patient  will  not  do  it  properly  or  efficiently.  You  will  surely  bo 
disappointed  if  you  trust  her.  If  she  have  means  she  will  not  demur 
at  paying  for  all  the  trouble  you  are  at  in  effecting  a  cure ;  if  she  be 
poor,  you  will  be  amply  repaid  in  seeing  her  able  to  perform  her 
duties  in  life  with  comfort  and  ease. 

This  is  a  very  different  mechanical  support  from  the  sponge  which 
expands  in  the  vagina,  or  any  unyielding  pessary,  or  even  the  sachet 
"filled  with  finely  grained,  not  pulverized  Aleppo  galls,"  of  which 
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Professor  Meigs  speaks.  This  contracts  in  the  vagina.  It,  so  to 
speak,  packs  in  the  vagina,  so  that  when  you  withdraw  it,  you  will 
find  it  tnueh  smaller  than  when  you  introduced  it.  Indeed,  I  am  sure 
you  will  be  surprised  to  find  how  rapidly  you  are  obliged  to  diminish 
the  size  of  the  lint.  But  local  treatment  is  not  all  that  is  necessary. 
I  need  hardly  say  that,  previous  to  commencing  this  treatment,  the 
bowels  should  be  thoroughly  evacuated,  and  that  during  the  whole 
treatment  they  should  be  kept  well  opened.  Every  man  of  tact  and 
discrimination  will  adopt  his  general  treatment  to  the  peculiarities  of 
his  patient.  Many  of  this  class  require  tonics.  To  some  1  have  given 
three  times  a  day  two  grains  of  Quinine,  in  a  wine-glass-full  of  the 
Solution  of  the  Citrate  of  Magnesia.  To  others  1  have  given  the 
Tart,  or  the  Citrate  of  Iron  in  the  same  solution.  Some  I  have 
given  the  Iodide  of  Iron,  and  recently  I  have  been  greatly  pleased 
with  the  effects  of  the  Manganese  as  a  tonic.  All  do  not  require 
tonics.  But  above  all  things  keep  the  bowels  open,  and  even  after 
you  cease  attendance,  threaten  your  patient  with  all  the  terrors  of  a 
relapse,  if  she  do  not  keep  her  bowels  open. 

Formerly  I  used  to  direct  my  patients  to  keep  the  recumbent 
posture  during  the  first  week  of  treatment ;  but  on  finding  that  my 
poor  patients  who  were  obliged  to  keep  about  got  along  better  than 
those  in  better  circumstances,  1  have  now  adopted  a  different  course, 
and  send  them  out  into  the  open  air  as  much  as  possible  from  the 
beginning. 

This  mode  of  treatment  is  applicable  to  each  of  the  different  de- 
grees of  prolapsus.  I  have  before  remarked  that  the  symptoms, 
where  there  is  but  slight  depression,  are  quite  as  severe  in  some,  as 
those  attending  complete  prolapsus  are  in  others.  I  have  several 
times  been  led  to  suspect  from  the  severity  of  the  symptoms  com- 
plained of,  that  inflammatory  disease  of  the  cervix  existed ;  but  a 
careful  examination  with  the  speculum  revealed  no  disease.  The 
pain  in  the  back,  nausea,  fever,  vaginal  irritation,  and  constipation, 
were  the  result  of  the  depression.  Lisfranc  declares  that  all  cases  of 
incipient  prolapsus  are  caused  by  congestion.  He  directs  that  the 
congestion  of  the  uterus  should  be  first  treated,  and- if  after  that  the 
displacement  of  the  womb  continues,  the  pessary  may  be  applied  if 
the  patient  can  bear  it.  Now  the  lint  and  tannin  pessary  applied  in 
the  manner  in  which  I  have  directed  relieves  this  condition  of  things 
at  once.  To  borrow  an  illustration  from  Dr.  Meigs,  it  acts  like  a 
Buspensory  in  the  treatment  of  orchitis. 

In  complete  prolapsus,  you  will  be  able  to  use  this  means  of 
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treatment  when  no  other  form  of  pessary  can  be  retained  or  worn. 
Sometimes  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  patient  to  wear  for  a  time  a 
perineal  bandage,  but  this  is  not  often  the  case.  Please  to  try  this 
method,  and  see  if  you  cannot  in  all  cases  effect  a  radical  cure.  I 
believe  you  can,  in  all  cases  excepting  those  where  the  sacrum  is  very 
straight,  and  there  has  been  great  loss  of  the  substance  of  the  perineum. 
I  could  give  you  the  history  of  many  cases  of  complete  prolapsus 
where  a  perfect  and  radical  cure  has  been  effected  by  this  plan.  A 
widow,  aged  thirty-two,  cook  for  a  large  and  fashionable  boarding- 
house  in  University  Place,  had  the  uterus  entirely  protruded  from 
the  vagina.  She  was  obliged  to  wear  a  napkin  constantly  to  keep  the 
uterus  within  the  vulva.  It  protruded  at  once  on  removing  the  nap- 
kin. She  was  cured  in  two  months  by  the  plan  I  have  described. 
Soon  after  she  married  a  waiter  in  the  house.  The  third  of  July  she 
went  on  a  steam-boat  excursion,  and  danced  a  good  deal.  1  was  called 
to  see  her  on  the  fourth  on  account  of  a  severe  flooding,  and  she  mis- 
carried with  a  five-month  foetus.  She  resumed  her  duties  as  cook 
within  a  week,  but  there  was  no  return  of  the  prolapsus. 

An  old  lady,  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  residing  in  Columbia-street, 
had  suffered  with  complete  prolapsus  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
Various  kinds  of  pessaries  had  been  at  different  times  adjusted  by  men 
of  eminence  in  this  city,  but  for  five  years  she  had  been  unable  to 
wear  any.  I  found  her  in  bed,  where  she  passed  the  greater  part  of 
the  time — the  uterus  small,  but  the  whole  tumor  external  to  the 
vulva,  formed  by  the  uterus,  vagina,  part  of  the  bladder,  and  part  of 
the  rectum  was  as  large  as  the  egg  of  a  goose.  If  the  tumor  was 
pushed  back  while  lying  on  her  back,  it  immediately  returned.  The 
mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina  was  superficially  ulcerated  in  two 
places,  in  one  to  the  size  of  a  twenty-five  cent,  piece,  and  the  other 
considerably  smaller.  The  cure  was  effected  in  three  months.  The 
last  time  I  saw  her  she  said  that  there  was  no  tendency  to  falling,  and 
she  had  left  off  for  some  weeks  the  perineal  bandage  which  I  had  made 
for  her. 

I  am  often  asked,  by  friends  with  whom  I  have  conversed  in  re- 
gard to  this  plan  of  treatment,  if  I  have  never  met  with  evil  conse- 
quences from  the  suppression  of  the  profuse  discharge  which  usually 
attends  the  prolapsus  1  I  have  two  or  three  times,  but  not  within  the 
list  five  years.  Formerly  I  was  less  careful  than  now,  to  use  laxa- 
t'.ons  freely  during  the  whole  course  of  treatment. 
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My  dear  Sir, — I  do  not  wish  to  alarm  you,  but  I  fear  your  "occu- 
pation's gone."    The  humbugs,  inside  and  outside  of  the  diplomaed 
walls  of  the  profession,  are  now  in  the  same  boat,  and  unless  some 
long-bearded  philosopher  interpose,  medical  colleges,  learned  profes- 
sors,Watt's  Nervous  Antidote,  Schenck's  Pulmonic  Syrup,  and  Wolf's 
Aromatic  Schnapps,  will  not  be  wanted.    Indeed,  "  if  things  go  on  as 
they  seem  to,"  coffin-makers  and  grave-diggers  will  suffer  with  the 
rest.  The  "  Hydro-electric  Voltaic  Chains  of  J.  L.  Pulvermacher,  Esq. 
are  now  the  only  remedy  for  all  our  infirmities !  and  if  not  cut  up  by 
some  new  or  more  ingenious  humbug,  the  doctors,  apothecaries,  and 
pill-makers  will  be  obliged  to  shut  up  shop,  and  give  room  to  some 
more  honest  or  legitimate  business.    The  agent,  a  mighty  clever  fel- 
low in  his  way,  has  ingeniously  secured  the  certificates  of  the  inside 
professors,  that  the  machine  is  an  improvement  upon  the  old  electro- 
galvanic  instrument,  and  has  added  from  Europe  and  America  the 
positive  evidence  that  it  is  a  specific  for  all  the  diseases  to  which  the 
human  frame  is  subject,  and  thereby  secures  a  monopoly.    In  this 
city  it  has  actually  cured  Catharine  Ward  of  the  toothache ;  Sophy 
Lyon  of  the  rheumatism;  Judy  Greiner  of  hysterics ;  and  Sophy 
Buhl  of  "some  troublesome  pains  that  poisoned  her  life."    On  the 
other  side  of  the  water  it  has  been  alike  successful,  and  actually  cured 
"  Henriette"  Quant's  mother  of  an  unknown  disease. 

Against  such  authority  it  is  therefore  useless  to  contend.  Its 
extraordinary  success  among  the  women,  who  certify  it  has  cured  them 
of  diseases  they  never  had,  give  it  an  interest  and  character  beyond 
the  sneers  or  scoffs  of  scientific  men.  Indeed,  such  is  its  present 
reputation,  that  an  extra  session  of  Congress  is  talked  of  to  regulate 
the  mails  in  reference  to  the  orders  from  abroad.  But,  as  I  have  said 
I  do  not  wish  to  alarm  you,  or  any  of  the  regular  profession,  I  will 
confine  the  remarks  that  follow  to  the  history  of  the  electric  principle 
and  leave  you  to  determine  the  effect  upon  medical  science.  Hum' 
bugs,  you  know,  when  they  get  into  the  world,  it  i,  not  so  easy  to  <ret 
them  out.  You  may  batter  them  about  the  head  until  life  is  appa- 
rently extinct,  when  next  day  you  will  meet  them  as  fresh  and  as  viVor. 
ous  as  ever.  ° 

In  the  first  century,  as  I  am  informed  by  notes,  during  the  reign  of 
Caesar  Augustus,  Pedanius  Dioscorides,  a  Greek  physician,  discov- 
ered and  brought  forth  the  electric  principle.    Bnt,  owing  to  the 
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ignorance  of  tho  people,  and  having  no  newspapers  to  puff  and  pub- 
lish the  certificates,  it  nourished  only  in  his  own  hands.  At  his  death 
it  retired,  or  slept  with  the  discoverer,  until  the  beginning  of  the  lGth 
century,  when  it  rose  again,  and  again  sunk  into  obscurity.  Its  third 
advent  took  place  in  the  17th,  and  the  fourth  about  the  middle  of  the 
18th  century,  when  the  world  was  filled  with  magnetic  toothpicks, 
ear-picks,  and  such  like  contrivances.  Hernial  protrusions  were  also 
"  radically  cured"  by  iron  filings  inwardly,  and  poultices  of  pulverised 
loadstone  outwardly.  In  1770,  a  Jesuit  named  Held,  professor  of 
astronomy  in  Vienna,  invented  steel  plates,  which  he  impregnated  with 
magnetic  virtue,  and  proclaimed  them  a  remedy  for  all  diseases.  In 
rheumatisms,  gout,  hysterics  and  nervous  affections,  if  the  reports  are 
true,  he  was  singularly  successful,  and  in  chronic  affections  "  his  remedy 
acted  like  a  charm."  Mrs.  Hayneau,  the  mother,  it  is  presumed,  of 
the  Austrian  general  of  that  name,  was  cured  of  every  disease  to 
which  the  human  body  is  subject ;  and  the  fact,  authenticated  as  it 
was,  excited  such  a  furor  in  the  royal  circles,  that  in  spite  of  Calvin, 
Luther,  and  the  Pope,  the  old  women  of  both  sexes  abandoned  their 
physicians,  and  went  to  Held  for  relief!  Eventually,  however,  it  was 
discovered  by  the  survivors  that  its  action  was  but  palliative,  and  fail- 
ing in  the  cure  of  any  disease,  it  again  retired  to  an  Austrian  tomb, 
where  it  slept  until  our  countryman,  the  immortal  Perkins,  opened 
its  cerements,  and  snatched  it  from  the  jaws  of  death.  But  its  fame 
having  been  tarnished  by  the  many  failures,  and  fearing  its  cotempo- 
raries,  the  old  fogies  who  were  yet  lingering  on  the  verge  of  eternity, 
he  called  upon  young  England  to  sustain  it.  Then,  after  securing  the 
certificates  of  8  professors  of  medicine,  19  physicians,  17  surgeons, 
10  doctors  of  divinity,  and  10,  of  what  are  called,  ordinary  preachers; 
he  sent  the  buntling,  (about  1600  years  old,)  to  the  several  nations  of 
the  earth,  with  such  a  name,  such  an  age,  and  such  a  character.  The 
effect,  as  you  may  suppose,  was  electric.  The  women  of  all  nations 
immediately  dressed  in  armour,  and,  of  course,  were  very  repulsive. 
The  young  ones  were,  however,  more  attractive,  and  the  old  maids,  by 
keeping  up  a  constant  electric  current,  exterminated  the  race  of  bache- 
lors. Bracelets,  necklaces,  finger  rings,  watch  chains,  walking  canes, 
and  "  charms  "  of  every  description  were  so  attractive,  and  so  mag- 
netized, that  the  entire  population  were  covered  with  the  precious 
jewels.  Even  the  cabmen's  fingers  glistened  with  magnetic  rings,  and 
the  old  worn-out  horses  were  rejuvenised  by  the  electric  current. 

But  here  again,  the  genius  and  popularity  of  the  reputed  father 
could  not  sustain  it.  Its  virtues,  when  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  time, 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


211 


yielded  to  the  more  attractive  influence  of  animal  magnetism,  and 
eventually  both  sunk  to  the  absurdity  from  which  they  had  been  drag- 
ged.   The  principle,  however,  like  the  blood  of  the  Lancasters,  could 
not  repose  in  the  land,  and  before  the  tears  had  dried  upon  the  cheeks 
of  the  survivors,  Professor  Goldberger,  of  the  city  of  Tamervitz, 
province  of  Obersclesion,  Prussia,  a  graduate  of  the  Vulcan  School, 
regenerated  it,  under  the  name  of  magnetic  chains.    Here  again,  as 
on  former  occasions,  its  effect  was  tremendous.    The  Pope  used  it, 
and  blessed  it,  and  in  the  true  Christian  spirit,  where  the  knife  is  JM>t 
indicated,  the  chains  are  immediately  applied  to  his  enemies.  The 
demand,  however,  exceeded  the  means  of  supply.   The  raw  material 
could  not  be  had.    Jupiter,  although  assisted  by  Hehl  and  Perkins, 
could  not  supply  the  electric  fluid,  and,  as  you  know,  and  our  friends 
in  Buffalo  know,  the  drafts  upon  the  atmosphere  robbed  it  of  its 
osone,  and  gave  us  cholera  in  place  of  the  diseases  with  which  we  had 
been  afflicted.    But,  like  its  predecessors,  it  was  not  patented  by  "  six 
of  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,"  and  again  it  retired  to  the  kingdom 
come !   All  things,  you  know,  that  have  been  in  the  world,  or  all  that 
are,  or  will  be  in  it,  have,  in  like  manner,  to  vanish  !  and  we  have  but 
a  sad  farewell  to  give  them.   But,  however  we  may  philosophise,  and 
contemplate  the  mutability  of  human  affairs,  we  have  shown  that  "old 
things  become  new  " — that  good  things  live  after  us — and  that  we, 
having  not  only  the  experience  of  our  ancestors,  but  our  own  peculiar 
genius  to  direct  us,  are  enabled,  from  the  length  of  our  beards,  to 
determine  the  "  things  that  are  new  under  the  sun."    We  are  also 
enabled  to  recognize  and  appreciate  the  genius  of  our  countrymen ; 
but  as  our  maxillary  bones  are  too  contracted  for  the  unpronouncable 
names  of  the  gentlemen  who  come  among  us,  and  undertake  the  care 
of  our  health,  we  must  not  complain  if  sometimes  humbugged.  Our 
native  modesty  is  always  subservient  to  pretensions,  and  now,  when 
partially  relieved  from  Townsend's  Sarsaparilla,  Watt's  Nervous 
Antidote,  and  Wolf 's  Aromatic  Schnapps,  and  about  to  console  our- 
selves with  the  prospect  of  some  old-fashioned  thunder,  we  have  the 
old  electric  ghost,  with  all  his  rouge  and  wrinkles  staring  us  in  the 
face !    Besides  a  new  name,  patented  and  portable,  we  have  over  30 
pages  of  certificates  to  establish  her  importance ;  and  what  is  most 
remarkable,  we  have  the  people  among  us  who  believe  in  its  general 
efficacy  as  a  remedy  for  all  incurable  diseases.    Even  spirit-rapping, 
with  all  its  pretended  miracles,  is  vouched  for  as  only  another  phase 
of  electricity,  by  which  moving  tables,  lighting  gas,  and  writing  in 
Indian,  are  the  every  day  fruits,  while  homoeopathic  globules  are 
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prescribed  from  the  spirit-world,  through  hired  mediums,  and  for  such 
cures  the  people  pay.    Surely  ours  is  the  age  of  humbug. 

A  Looker  on. 

Selections. 

Cartwright  on  the  Negro  Constitution. 

The  September  number  of  the  New-Orleans  "  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal"  contains  an  article  written  by  Dr.  Cartwright,  of  New- 
Orleans,  in  reply  to  Dr.  C.  R.  Hall,  of  England,  from  which  we  will 
take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  extracts. 

"  To  the  question,  Is  not  phthisis  very  common  among  the  slaves 
of  the  slave  states,  and  unknown  among  the  native  Africans  at  home  ] 
I  reply  in  the  negative  ;  that  phthisis,  so  far  from  being  common 
among  the  slaves  of  the  slave  states,  is  very  seldom  met  with.  As 
to  the  native  Africans  at  home,  little  or  nothing  is  known  of  their 
diseases.    They  have  no  science  or  literature  among  them,  and  never 
had.    The  word  consumption  is  applied  to  two  very  different  diseases 
among  negroes.    The  cachexia  African*,  dirt-eating  of  the  English, 
and  mal  d'estomac  of  the  French,  commonly  called  negro  consump- 
tion, is  a  very  different  malady  from  phthisis  pulmonalis,  properly  so 
called.    The  chachexia  Africana,  like  other  spanaemic  states  of  the 
system,  may  run  into  phthisis,  or  become  complicated  with  it.  Dr. 
Hall  asks  in  what  does  the  peculiarity  of  negro  consumption  consist  1 
It  consists  in  being  an  ancematosis,  and  not  a  tuberculosis.   '  Negroes, 
however,  are  sometimes,  though  rarely,  affected  with  tubercula  pulmo- 
num  or  phthisis,  properly  so  called,  which  has  some  peculiarities. 
With  them,  it  is  more  palpably  a  secondary  disease,  than  it  appears 
to  be  among  white  people.'    Farther  he  says  '  phthisis  is,  par  excel- 
lence, a  disease  of  the  sanguineous  temperament,  fair  complexion,  red 
or  flaxen  hair,  blue  eyes,  large  blood-vessels,  and  a  bony  encasement 
too  small  to  admit  the  full  and  free  expansion  of  the  lungs,  enlarged 
by  the  superabundant  blood  which  is  determined  to  those  organs  dur- 
ing the  first  half  score  of  years  immediately  succeeding  puberty. 
Well  formed  chests  offer  no  impediments  to  its  inroads,  if  the  volume 
of  blood  be  out  of  proportion  to  the  expansibility  and  capacity  of  the 
pulmonary  organs.    Hence  it  is  most  apt  to  occur  precisely  at,  and 
immediately  following  that  period  of  life  known  as  matureness,  when 
the  sanguineous  system  becomes  fully  developed,  and  gains  mastery, 
so  to  speak,  over  the  lymphatic  and  nervous  systems.  With  negroes, 
the  sanguineous  never  gains  the  mastery  over  the  lympathic  and 
nervous  system.    Their  digestive  powers,  like  children,  are  strong, 
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and  their  secretions  and  excretions  copious,  except  the  urine,  which 
is  rather  scant.' 

"'In  regard  to  the  darker  color  of  the  secretions,  the  flesh,  the 
membranes,  and  the  blood  of  the  negro  than  the  white  man,'  Dr.  C. 
says,  '  the  statement  is  made  on  the  authority  of  the  most  distin- 
guished anatomists  and  physiologists  of  the  last  century,  confirmed 
by  my  own  repeated  observations.  The  authorities  to  which  I  par- 
ticularly refer  are  Malpighi,  Stubner,  Macknel,  Pechlin,  Albinus, 
Soemering,  Verey  and  Ebel.  Almost  every  year  of  my  professional 
life,  except  a  few  years  when  abroad,  I  have  made  post  mortem  exa- 
minations of  negroes,  who  have  died  of  various  diseases,  and  I  have 
invariably  found  the  darker  color  pervading  the  flesh  and  the  mem- 
branes to  be  very  evident  in  all  those  who  died  of  acute  diseases. 
Chronic  ailments  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  coloring  matter,  and 
generally  cause  the  mucous  surfaces  to  be  paler  and  whiter  than  in  the 
white  race.' 

"  Dr.  C.  contends  that  the  negro  consumes  less" oxygen  than  the 
white  man,  and  he  says  the  fact  is  proved  by  the  spirometer ;  he 
having  tested  the  matter  in  a  number  of  cases,  found,  other  things 
being  equal,  the  expansibility  of  the  lungs  in  the  black  to  be  conside- 
rably less  than  in  the  white  race.  He  says  the  same  thing  is  proved 
by  the  comparatively  larger  size  of  the  liver  and  the  smaller  size  of 
the  lungs,  and  physiologically,  by  the  roule  the  liver  performs  in  the 
negro's  economy  being  greater,  and  that  of  the  lungs  and  kidneys  less 
than  in  the  white  man  ;  and  lastly,  the  fact  is  proved,  he  says,  by  the 
habitually  slower  motions  of  the  negro  than  the  white  man,  it  being 
a  well  ascertained  fact  in  physiology,  that  animals  which  consume  the 
most  oxygen  are  more  active  than  those  which  consume  less. 

"  In  regard  to  the  diseases  to  which  the  negro  is  particularly  liable, 
and  the  manner  in  which  different  forms  of  disease  are  modified  in  his 
constitution,  he  remarks,  '  They — the  former  observations — show  that 
phthisis  is  a  disease  of  the  master  race,  and  not  of  the  slave  race — 
that  it  is  the  bane  of  that  master  race  of  men,  known  by  an  active 
hasmatosis  ;  by  the  brain  receiving  a  larger  quantity  of  aerated  blood 
than  it  is  entitled  to ;  by  the  strong  developement  of  the  circulating 
system  ;  by  the  energy  of  intellect ;  by  the  strength  and  activity  of 
the  muscular  system ;  the  vivid  imagination ;  the  irritable,  mobile, 
ardent  and  inflammatory  temperament,  and  the  indomitable  will,  and 
love  of  freedom.  Whereas,  the  negro  constitution,  being  the  opposite 
of  all  this,  is  not  subject  to  phthisis,  although  it  partakes  of  what  is 
called  the  scrofulous  diathesis.' 
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"Pneumonia,  without  subjective  symptoms,  is  very  common  among 
them.  Diphtheritic  affections,  so  common  among  white  children,  are 
very  rare  among  negroes.  Intercurrent  pneumonia  is  more  common 
among  them  than  any  other  class  of  people.  It  is  met  with  in  typhoid 
fevers,  rheumatism  and  hepatic  derangements,  to  which  they  are  very 
liable  in  the  cold  season.  The  local  malady  requires  a  different 
treatment,  to  correspond  with  the  general  disorder.  Bad,  vicious, 
ungovernable  negroes  are  subject  to  what  might  properly  be  termed 
scorbutic  pneumonia — a  blood  disease,  requiring  anti-scorbutics. 
Scorbutic  negroes  are  always  vicious,  or  worthless.  A  course  of  anti- 
scorbutics will  reform  their  morals  and  make  good  negroes  out  of  bad 
ones.  They  are  liable  to  suffocative  orthopucea  after  measles,  and  die, 
unless  bled  and  purged.  But  purgatives  are  injurious  in  almost  all 
their  other  affections  involving  the  respiratory  organs,  except  such  as 
act  especially  on  the  liver.  They  check  expectoration,  says  Dazille, 
and  lay  the  foundations  of  those  effusions  and  deposits  of  matter  so 
often  mistaken  for  genuine  phthisis. 

"  They  are  very  subject  to  fevers  attended  with  an  obstructed  cir- 
culation of  air  and  blood  in  the  pulmonary  organs.  Their  abundant 
mucosities  often  prevent  the  ingress  of  air  into  the  air  cells,  bloating 
their  lips  and  cheeks,  which  are  coated  with  a  tenacious  saliva.  A 
cessation  of  digestion  from  too  full  a  meal,  or  some  hepatic  or  other 
derangement,  is  soon  attended  with  such  a  copious  exudation  of  muco- 
sities, filling  the  air  cells  and  tracheal  passages,  as  to  cause  apoplexy, 
which  with  them  is  only  another  name  for  asphyzia.  The  head  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  So  abundant  are  the  mucosities  in  negroes, 
that  those  in  the  best  health  have  a  whitish  pasty  mucus,  of  consider- 
able thickness  on  the  tongue,  leading  a  physician,  not  acquainted  with 
them,  to  suppose  that  they  were  dyspeptic  or  otherwise  indisposed. 
The  lungs  of  the  white  man  are  the  main  outlets  for  the  elimination 
of  carbonic  acid  formed  in  the  tissues.  Negroes,  however,  by  an 
instinctive  habit  of  covering  their  mouth,  nose,  head,  and  face  with  a 
blanket,  or  other  covering,  when  they  sleep,  throw  upon  the  liver  an 
additional  duty  to  perform,  in  the  excretion  of  carbonic  acid.  Any 
cause,  obstructing  the  action  of  the  liver,  quickly  produces  with  them 
a  grave  malady,  the  retention  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  blood  soon  poi- 
soning them. 

"Viscous  engorgements  of  the  lungs  destroy  more  negroes  than 
all  other  diseases  combined.  They  are  distinguished  from  inflamma- 
tory affections  by  the  pyrexial  symptoms  not  being  strongly  marked, 
or  not  marked  at  all — by  the  puffy  or  bloated  appearance  of  the  face 
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and  lips — by  the  slavering  mouth,  the  highly  charged  tongue,  and  by 
the  torpor  of  mind  and  body.  In  a  word,  all  the  symptoms  point  to 
a  deficient  aeration  of  the  blood,  or  a  kind  of  half  way  asphyxia.  A 
torpid  state  of  the  system,  listlessness,  and  inactivity,  almost  approach- 
ing to  asphyxia,  from  the  diminished  quantity  of  oxygen  consumed 
by  the  lungs  of  the  negro,  form  a  striking  contrast  with  the  energetic, 
active,  restless,  persevering  Anglo-Saxon,  with  a  tendency  to  phlogosis 
and  phthisis  pulmonalis,  from  the  surplus  quantity  of  oxygen  con- 
sumed by  his  lungs.  Blistering  the  nape  of  the  neck,  so  irritating 
in  nearly  all  the  diseases  of  the  Saxon  race,  is  almost  a  sovereign 
remedy  or  specific  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  complaints  that 
negroes  are  subject  to,  because  most  of  them  arise  from  defective 
respiratory  action.  Hence,  whipping  the  lungs  to  increased  action  by 
the  application  of  blisters  over  the  origin  of  the  respiratory  nerves,  a 
remedy  so  inexpedient,  and  so  often  contra-indicated  in  most  of  the 
maladies  of  the  white  man,  has  a  magic  charm  about  it  in  the  treat- 
ment of  those  of  the  negro.' 

"  We  have  made  these  copious  extracts  from  Dr.  Cartwright's  arti- 
cle, for  two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  we  think  the  article  contains 
matter  of  much  intererest  to  practitioners  in  the  south-west  ;  and, 
secondly,  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  this  great  and  important  field 
of  investigation  has  been  sadly  neglected.  How  often  do  we  hear 
physicians  complain  of  their  inability  te  make  out  a  satisfactory  diag- 
nosis among  negro  patients,  and  the  little  satisfaction  they  have  in 
treating  these  cases? 

"As  to  Dr.  C.'s  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  inferiority  of  the  negro, 
and  that  (hey  are  happier,  and  better  provided  for  by  good  masters, 
than  when  at  liberty  in  the  northern  states,  or  even  in  their  own  native 
country,  we  have  nothing  to  say  ;  we  have  no  disposition  or  wish  to 
argue  the  point,  but  would  only  suggest  that  if  a  slow  gait  were  to  be 
taken  as  the  test  of  a  man's  ability  to  take  care  of  himself,  and  those 
who  were  found  deficient  were  provided  with  masters,  there  might  be 
an  awful  quickening  of  gait  among  some  of  our  loafers  about  town. 

Trans.  Med.  Jour. 

Medical  Lectures  in  Philadelphia. 

Sm  — In  pursuance  of  my  plan  of  giving  short  sketches  of  the 
lectures  now  being  delivered  to  medical  students  in  this  city,  I  now 
have  to  record  a  few  items  upon  a  lecture  of  Dr.  Meigs.  I  had  never 
before  seen  Dr.  M.  nor  heard  him,  and  was  disappointed  in  his  appear 
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ance.  I  had  imagined  he  was  a  portly,  well  proportioned  man ;  and 
therefore,  when  I  saw  a  thin,  tall,  bald-headed  lecturer,  presenting  about 
the  characteristics  of  John  Randolph,  of  whom  it  was  said,  "  a  pistol- 
ball  might  be  shot  through  him  and  never  hit  him,"  I  could  not  but 
feel  disappointed.  The  professor  is  a  perfect  withe  —  active,  quick, 
ready,  sarcastic;  and  with  an  apparent  consciousness  that  he  is  lectur- 
ing to  the  largest  class  of  medical  students  in  America,  he  pours  out 
knowledge  as  though  "  the  fountains  of  his  great  deep  were  broken 
up."  He  was  speaking  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  handled  those  professed  doctors  who  plug  up  the  vagina,  and 
then  allow  the  woman  to  bleed  to  death  internally,  was  just  as  it 
should  have  been  —  not  one  jot  or  tittle  should  be  taken  from  it,  nor 
need  anything  be  added  to  it.  He  compared  such  a  doctor  to  the 
silly  ostrich  who  hides  its  head  and  thinks  itself  wholly  out  of  sight ; 
or, 

"  Like  the  bird  that's  called  the  quail, 
"  That  hides  ils  head,  and  not  its  tail.' 

Such  silly  doctors,  he  said,  because  they  saw  no  blood,  thought 
there  was  none,  until  the  fact  that  the  patient  was  moribund  awakened 
them.  He  said  "  such  a  doctor  ought  to  be  hung,"  and  justly  enough, 
thought  the  writer  —  but  what  a  tremendous  neck-breaking  it  would 
cause  among  those  doctors  who  have  been  graduated  twenty -five  years. 
Then  the  tampon  plan  was  in  vogue.  Dr.  M.  closed  with  a  good  story. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  you  have  often  spoken  of  the  great  number  of 
doctors,  and  wondered  with  the  rest  of  us  where  they  were  all  to  get 
a  living.  Just  imagine  then  six  hundred  students  rushing  down  from 
Prof.  M.'s  lecture  to  hear  Prof.  Dunglison  in  the  room  below.  You 
might  well  ask  where  will  all  these  go?  Prof.  D.  comes  in.  The 
students  receive  him  with  uproarious  exclamations  of  welcome.  He 
has  laid  out  upon  the  table,  (which  he  scarcely  touches  or  refers  to,) 
a  score  of  mummified  hearts,  and  announces  that  his  lecture  is  to  be 
upon  the  circulation.  The  whole  quantity  of  blood  how,  he  says,  found 
in  the  human  body,  is  18  pounds.  It  used  to  be  27  or  28,  but  as  men 
are  degenerating,  they  have  not  such  bodies  as  inhabited  the  earth  in 
the  days  of  our  fathers.  Then  also  the  heart,  the  left  heart,  threw  out 
only  two  ounces  at  each  contraction ;  now,  the  Germans  (these  Ger 
mans  are  a  curious  race)  have  discovered  that  six  ounces  of  blood  are 
thrown  from  the  left  ventricle  every  time  it  contracts.  Who  shall 
decide  when  doctors  thus  disagree  ?  Dr.  D.  is  a  perfect  mill-clapper, 
so  to  speak.  He  seems  to  make  but  one  sentence  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  close  of  his  lecture.    It  is  not  easy  to  retain  his- 
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lecture,  though  there  is  a  constant  stream  of  it  while  it  lasts.  Like 
the  mountain  torrent,  it  vanishes  and  leaves  not  a  trace  behind.  He 
appears  to  be  a  man  of  much  science,  and  of  unusually  large  acquire- 
ments, overflowing  at  all  times  with  his  subject ;  but  he  would  be  more 
compassionate  to  his  hearers,  if  he  would  deal  it  out  in  doses  a  little 
more  approximating  to  infinitesimals.  He  surely  is  not  a  homceopa- 
thist,  so  far  as  the  size  of  his  lectures  (taking  a  lecture  for  a  dose)  is 
concerned.  He  seems  somewhat  tenacious  of  his  own  opinions,  and 
reminds  one  of  the  remarks  of  an  old  Scotch  clergyman  (the  doctor 
is  of  Scotch  descent) — "  It  behoveth  a  Scotchman  to  be  right,  for  if 
he  be  wrong,  he  will  be  forever  and  eternally  wrong."  I  will  not  attempt 
to  give  a  synopsis,  even,  of  his  lecture.    It  would  take  a  volume. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  manner  of  lecturing  at  the 
Jefferson  and  at  the  University.  At  the  Jefferson  all  seems  to  go  upon 
the  high-pressure  system.  Bodily  exercise  is  great — the  professors  are 
like  tornadoes,  sweeping  all  before  them.  They  fly  about,  beat  the 
air,  and  act  as  though  everything  depended  upon  activity  and  motion ; 
while  at  the  University  every  movement  is  gentle  and  quiet,  and  every 
word  well  selected  and  appropriate.  One  would  as  soon  expect  a  clap 
of  thunder  from  a  clear  sky,  as  an  unnecessary  motion,  or  a  mistake, 
from  Drs.  Wood  or  Jackson.  I  refer  to  these  differences  as  character- 
istic of  the  different  schools,  not  as  wishing  to  give  any  opinion  as  to 
which  is  the  best. 

I  have  heard  Jackson  lecture  again,  and  the  more  I  hear  him  the 
better  he  lectures,  or  rather,  the  better  I  appreciate  his  lectures.  He 
is  certainly  a  very  pleasant  and  a  very  correct  speaker. 

David  Paul  Brown,  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  Philadel- 
phia, is  giving  a  course  of  lectures  upon  medical  jurisprudence  in  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  medicine.  They  are  well  worth  attending, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  see  this  branch  of  medical  science,  formerly  so 
much  neglected,  now  beginning  to  receive  that  attention  which  its 
importance  demands,  in  a  number  of  our  medical  colleges.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  more  thorough  instruction  upon  this  subject  will  prepare 
medical  men  to  testify  in  courts  of  justice  with  greater  credit  to  them- 
selves, at  least  than  formerly  ;  and  to  know  when  they  are  skilled  and 
when  common  witnesses  —  a  desideratum  long  needed. 

Boston  M.  &  S.  Journal. 

Philadelphia,  November  30,  1852. 
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The  Political  Blessings  of  Quack  Physic. 

"Panaceas!"  "  all  healing  balms ! !"  "cures  for  the  afflicted!!!" 
ointments,  pills,  liniments,  mixtures,  vegetable  compounds,  and  every 
species  of  fixings  by  which  every  body  may  cure  himself  without  the 
expense  (!)  of  a  doctor,  are  the  order  of  the  day  throughout  this  coun- 
try. Our  politicians  and  sagacious  law  makers — the  best  in  the  world 
— why,  certainly  they  are — are  either  all  quacks,  or  they  are  far 
worse,  because  they  are  afraid  to  do  anything  to  protect  the  people 
from  quackish  imposition.  Our  doctors,  a  magnificent  army  of  num- 
bers, are  half  starved  and  quarter  educated — our  people  are  progres- 
sive with  a  vengeance.  So,  w  hy  should  not  a  medicine  be  a  panacea, 
a  balm  all-healing  and  a  quack  infallible? 

School  boys  and  their  pedagogues  laugh  at  the  fables  of  the  age  of 
alchemy  now,  but  in  a  few  years  the  world  will  amuse  itself  with  the 
ridiculous  folly  of  our  present  hallucinations  or  stupidity.  Reader, 
imagine  that  you  could  awake  from  your  grave  a  century  hence  and 
hear  the  review  of  your  enlightened  age  passed  over  by  anybody — 
school  urchins  even.  To  hear  your  name  associated  with  the  wonder- 
ful telegraph,  caloric,  anaesthesia,  and  the  other  innumerable  and  tre- 
mendous triumphs  of  our  cotemporaries  in  all  the  arts  and  sciences 
— the  grand  strides  made  by  us  in  civilization,  enlightenment  and 
education  would  make  you  proud  of  having  been  one  of  this  age.  But 
when  the  chief  feature  of  your  time,  and  the  leading  characteristics  of 
your  countrymen  came  to  be  recounted,  you  would  instantly  become 
a  repudiator.  To  be  an  aider  and  abettor  of  all  the  humbuggery  and 
quackery  which  you  now  connive  at,  if  you  do  not  directly  encourage, 
would  make  the  remembrance  of  it  burn  you  in  a  hell  of  shame.  In 
illustration  of  this  state  of  things,  which  exists  all  over  this  country, 
we  need  but  call  attention  to  any  newspaper.  Its  columns  are  filled 
with  quack  physics  and  puffs  of  their  efficacy.  Preachers,  judges  and 
honorable  Mr.'s  certificates  are  plenty  enough  everywhere  to  gull  the 
communities.  These  communities  are  filled  with  doctors ;  but,  in 
shame  be  it  said,  they  are  not  men  of  education  or  influence  enough 
to  control  or  direct  public  opinion  about  medical  matters.  Having 
the  finest  field  in  the  world  for  home  missionary  operations,  they  can- 
not improve  it.  They  cannot  prevent  dying  statesmen,  great  men 
and  scholars,  from  employing  the  most  unreasonable  means  of  medi- 
cation on  their  death  beds,  or  from  giving  in  to  such  humbugs  as  mes- 
merism and  spiritual  rappings.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  the  avoca- 
tion of  a  medical  practitioner  has  become  a  trade,  and  to  make  a  liv- 
ing is  all  that  is  usually  aimed  at.  And  if  forced  to  answer  why  this 
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state  of  things  exists,  we  must  reply,  because  a  little  money  and  much 
less  sense  are  the  only  requisites  to  become  one  of  the  guardians  of 
the  public  weal,  to  be  stationed  among  the  learned  professions. 

Thus  it  is  that  medical  men  cannot  exercise  that  wholesome  influ- 
ence over  the  community  which  would  enlighten  and  protect  it  from 
all  the  evils  which  knavery  and  imposture  entail  in  matters  of  life  and 
health.  Until  the  race  is  improved,  doctors  do  not  deserve  any  influ- 
ence over  public  opinion,  for  how  can  the  public  discriminate?  Dr. 
Jaync,  Dr.  Radway,  Dr.  Hoffman,  Dr.  Holloway,  and  all  of  them  are 
doctors,  and  as  all  graduate  alike,  are  not  all  alike  worthy  of  credit  and 
influence'?  and  do  not  the  most  ultra  "regulars  "  all  patronize  some- 
times something  in  the  quackish  line  1  Then  we  are  all  nearly  on  a 
level,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  people  pay  no  more  attention  to 
the  most  scientific  prescription  than  to  any  nostrum  at  $1  per  bottle. 
To  give  a  fair  illustration  of  this  condition  of  things  even  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  we  publish  below  a  sample  of  letters  which  we 
often  receive.  It  may  be  considered  the  transposed  text  of  this  short 
desultory  sermon,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  bring  to  every  reader  a 
course  of  reflection  which  may  prove  of  practical  utility  : 

Cocke  County,  Tenn.  Jan.  30,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  : — My  object  in  writing  to  you  at  present  is  to  ask 
you  to  discontinue  the  Stethescope,  not  because  I  am  displeased  with 
it,  (on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  one  of  the  best  medical  journals  of  the 
day,)  but  poverty  reminds  me  already  that  I  am  not  even  able  to  pay 
for  it  up  to  this  time,  which  I  would  gladly  do  if  it  was  in  my  power. 
I  will  send  the  balance  against  me  just  as  soon  as  I  can  raise  it.  There 
is  not  one  of  ten  physicians  that  can  make  a  living  in  this  country ; 
the  people  depend  upon  patent  medicines,  with  which  the  country  is 
flooded,  and  they  never  send  for  a  doctor  until  it  is  too  late,  and  then 
they  console  themselves  by  saying,  "  it  is  of  no  use  to  send  for  a  doc- 
tor, for  they  do  no  good  no  how." 

Yours,  truly,        G.  W. 

Dr.  Goocii,  Editor  of  the  Stethescope. 

A  Picture  of  Distinguished  Southern  Physicians. 

DRS.  PAUL  J.   EVE,  RAMSAY,  AND  WILDMAN. 

We  read  with  gratification  your  attempt,  in  a  late  number  of  your 
Journal,  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  our  talented  medical  men,  whil 
living.    The  enterprise,  if  pursued,  must  place  your  Journal  upon  a 
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high  ground  in  the  scroll  of  fame,  and  command  for  yourself  the 
gratitude  of  your  brethren  in  perpetuity ;  for  the  memories  of  our 
able  men  in  the  profession,  to  our  disgrace  be  it  told,  is  a  blank  page 
in  American  medicine.  The  Divine,  Statesman,  Chieftain,  Merchant, 
Poet,  Sculptor,  and  Painter,  have  their  talents  and  virtues  recorded 
in  life  by  their  admiring  sects,  but  he  who  stands  by  the  dying  couch 
of  them  all,  and  administers  to  their  wants  under  the  most  trying 
and  abused  circumstances — the  Physician — is  permitted  to  drag 
along  through  life,  best  as  he  can,  amid  toil  and  poverty,  however 
brilliant  his  talent,  unknown  and  unsung. 

This  is  a  piece  of  ungrateful  injustice,  at  which  our  heart  sickens 
and  our  feelings  revolt.  The  medical  profession  are  as  talented, 
worthy  and  reputable  as  any  class  of  men  in  America.  Among  them 
are  some  of  the  brightest  luminaries  which  adorn  this  nation ;  yet, 
they  will  never  be  known,  because  their  brethren  have  not  magna- 
nimity enough  to  record  their  merits.  All  this  is  wrong.  Men,  pro- 
fessing to  secure  respect,  must  regard  themselves ;  and  if  the  medi- 
cal profession  wishes  to  take  its  stand  in  society,  it  must  place  its 
rising  and  talented  men  prominently  before  the  country,  and  demand 
for  them  their  first  rank.  We  have  just  entered  into  the  brother- 
hood— the  "  honey  moon  "  of  our  diplomate  has  not  j)assed,  but  we 
have  begun  with  a  resolve  to  elevate  our  profession,  and  tell  the  vir- 
tues of  our  Southern  fathers  in  medicine.  We  have  begun  with 
three,  and  shall  pursue  the  figure  at  our  leisure,  feeling  assured  we 
could  not  offer  a  better  boon  to  Northern  men. 

The  first  man  on  our  list  is  Doctor  Paul  F.  Eve.  Dr.  Eve  is  a 
Georgian,  and  descended  from  a  most  reputable  ancestry.  He  is  a 
stout,  hale,  and  fine  looking  man  in  physical  appearance.  lie  is  a 
pure  gentleman,  warm  in  his  attachments  and  sincere  in  his  feelings. 
From  his  want  of  modern  duplicity,  the  pedantic  and  presumptuous 
never  like  him  privately,  but  he  is  a  favorite  with  the  high  toned, 
manly,  and  honorable.  Dr.  Eve  graduated,  we  think,  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania;  thence  he  went  to  Europe,  and  became  in- 
volved in  the  Polish  Revolution  ;  there  he  saw  much  surgery,  and  is 
evidently  one  of  the  best  military  surgeons  in  America.  So  well 
convinced  were  his  friends  of  that  fact,  the  late  President  Polk  ten- 
dered him  a  surgeon's  commission  while  our  army  were  marching 
upon  Mexico.  Dr.  Eve  held,  for  many  years,  the  chair  of  surgery  in 
the  Medical  College  of  Georgia.  In  consequence  of  family  afflictions, 
he  resigned,  and  subsequently  accepted  the  same  chair  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  The  same  reasons  caused  his  resignation  ;  but,  after  a  long 
expected  and  painful  event,  the  demise  of  his  wife,  he  was  induced  to 
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accept  the  surgical  chair  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  his  name 
and  influence  have  crowned  that  school  with  remarkable  success, 
and  will  make  it  a  focal  point  for  the  South  and  West  in  medical 
education. 

As  a  surgeon,  Dr.  Eve  has  no  superior  ;  he  is,  and  deservedly  too, 
the  head  and  front  of  Southern  surgery,  and  has  a  better  surgical 
practice  than  any  man  in  the  South.  As  an  operator,  he  is  bold,  safe, 
and  dexterous.  As  a  teacher  of  surgery,  he  has  few  equals  ;  he  is 
plain,  practical,  and  concise  in  his  lectures,  using  no  ostentation,  but 
placing  his  subject  in  a  clear  and  distinct  tone  of  voice  clearly  before 
his  class.  He  deals  in  no  idle  specialities  in  delineating  his  subject, 
but  confines  himself  to  facts  and  truths,  instead  of  vague  antitheses 
and  conjectural  conclusions. 

As  a  surgical  writer  he  is  clear  and  pointed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
he  will  furnish  his  southern  brethren  a  complete  work  upon  Southern 
Surgery,  the  result  of  his  long  and  honored  experience. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Eve  may  be  almost  linked  with  the  Nestorship 
of  Southern  surgery.  He  has  done  more  for  the  science  South  than 
any  man  in  the  profession,  and,  like  other  men,  he  has  had  a  tor- 
tuous race  to  run.  It  is  curious  that  our  ablest  men  have  the  bit- 
terest enemies ;  it  is  said  the  celebrated  Brodie  is  the  most  hated  of 
any  man  in  London,  and  no  one  doubts  his  surgical  prowess.  We 
believe  to  be  a  talented  man  in  medicine  is  to  secure  enemies  ;  there 
is  no  use  in  hating  and  misrepresenting  an  ordinary  man — it  brings  no 
credit  upon  the  slanderer.  We  wish  it  were  otherwise ;  but  it  is  an 
actual  fact  that  medical  men  have  more  bickerings  than  all  others. 
These  remarks  are  general,  and  apply  to  no  particular  case,  for  Dr. 
Eve,  like  all  other  great  men,  has  outlived  all  his  assailants,  and  can  * 
bid  any  man  defiance,  for  his  reputation  and  fame  place  him  beyond 
the  reach  of  successful  calumny.  Surgery,  with  Professor  Eve,  is  a 
speciality — he  is  devotedly  fond  of  it ;  he  is  a  loving  man — a  man  of 
science — a  real  specimen  of  a  real  surgeon,  who  will  command 
respect  any  where. 


The  next  man  on  our  list  is  Doctor  Henry  A.  Ramsay.  Dr. 
Ramsay  is  a  young  man,  a  Georgian  by  birth  and  education,  a  lineal 
descendant  of  an  ancient  Scottish  race,  known  to  the  historic  annals 
of  poetic  and  historic  traditions.  Many  of  the  literary  lineaments  of 
the  older  race  have  been  preserved  in  the  subject  scion.  Dr.  Ram- 
say is  a  spare  man,  of  straight  form,  thin  visage,  grey  eyes,  large 
head,  and  light  hair,  with  an  easy,  careless  carriage,  combined  with 
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an  affable  and  familiar  expression  of  countenance.  He  speaks  to 
every  one,  and  is  at  home  anywhere.  As  a  medical  man,  he  is  very 
popular,  commanding  a  practice  for  many  miles  around  him,  and, 
were  he  in  a  city  he  would  invite  a  considerable  foreign  business. 
Dr.  Ramsay  cannot  be  supplanted  at  home,  by  any  one ;  he  is  a  stu- 
dent, always  up  with  the  science,  and  ever  ready  for  any  emergency. 
His  opinion  is  authoritative,  and  his  presence  a  boon  of  safety.  His 
patrons  know  how  to  appreciate  his  talents  and  worth.  As  a  practi- 
tioner he  is  equal  to  any  man,  his  perception  of  disease  quick,  his 
judgment  so  sound  that  it  is  useless  to  differ  with  him.  His  library 
is  stored  with  the  best  of  works  upon  science  and  literature,  and  he 
is  so  perfectly  conversant  with  them,  that  we  have  no  hesitancy  in 
saying,  he  is  by  far  the  best  medical  authority  in  our  State.  Those 
who  know  him  will  agree  with  us,  and  his  intelligent  patrons  will 
attest  it.  He  is  a  superior  obstetrition,  and  few  men  can  beat  him  in 
surgery.  As  a  writer,  Dr.  Ramsay  is  well  known  to  the  American 
profession.  His  nervous,  bold,  manly,  pleasing  style,  are  in  keeping 
with  his  character;  his  ability  is  now  universally  admitted;  the 
sharp  thrusts  of  his  pen,  and  the  severity  of  his  criticisms  make  him 
a  formidable  opponent,  and  a  dangerous  contestant  in  controversy  • 
while  the  adroitness  and  vigor  of  his  figures,  and  the  independence  of 
his  expressions  will  secure  admiration  from  an  opponent.  We  had 
rather  be  assailed  than  to  assail,  with  Dr.  Ramsay  to  defend  us  with 
his  pen. 

Dr.  Ramsay  is  a  practical  man,  his  contributions  breathe  a  spirit 
of  utilitarian  worth,  and  not  egotistic  speculation;  he  is  palpable 
and  dogmatic,  but  he  thinks  for  himself,  and  permits  others  to  do 
likewise.  His  genius  is  original  and  of  a  high  order,  and,  unless  we 
are  mistaken,  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  remain  long  amid  the  "Pine 
Groves"  of  Columbia,  in  a  seclusion  which  seems  to  be  preferable  to 
him.  Like  other  men,  Dr.  Ramsay  has  detractors,  but,  as  in  all 
great  minds,  detraction  has  only  inspired  in  his  bosom  noble  aspira- 
tions, and  a  fixed  determination  to  scale  the  heights  with  the  com- 
pletest  success.  The  course  of  such  a  man  will  secure  respect  and 
defy  opposition.  In  short,  Dr.  Ramsay  is  the  beau  ideal  of  a 
"  Country  Doctor,"  a  kind  and  benevolent  man,  a  true  gentleman, 
earring  upon  his  face  the  emblems  of  honesty,  integrity,  frankness 
and  candor.  He  is  a  man  who  would  rather  receive  than  inflict  an 
injury — ardent  and  generous  in  his  feelings,  relevant  when  aroused, 
not  malicious,  but  compromising  under  the  influence  of  a  calm  judg- 
ment, and  easily  imposed  upon  by  the  depraved  under  the  guise  of 
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friendship.  Many  green  flowers  strew  his  path,  for  he  is  equal  to 
any  position,  and  will  certainly  secure  a  merited  reward  in  the  way 
of  a  brilliant  fame,  which  is  already  shining. 


The  next,  in  our  path,  is  Dr.  P.  H.  Wildman,  of  Savannah. 
Dr.  Wildman  is  a  New-Yorker,  we  believe,  but  has  resided  for 
many  years  in  Georgia,  first,  at  Lawrenceville,  then  Columbus,  and 
now  in  our  commercial  emporium.  Dr.  Wildman  is  a  fine  speei- 
man  of  mortality  in  human  form — he  is  a  clever  man,  attends  to  his 
own  business,  is  no  meddler  with  other  men,  and  has  few  bickerings 
with  his  brethren.  He  is  industrious  in  his  profession,  stands  very 
high  as  a  surgeon,  higher  than  any  man  in  the  State  except  Dr.  Eve. 
He  is  an  excellent  surgeon,  a  calm,  bold  operator ;  he  does  a  heavy 
business  in  surgery,  is  one  of  those  open,  easy  men,  who  will  get 
practice  anywhere  ;  similar  in  this  respect  to  Dr.  Ramsay.  Dr. 
Wildman  is  a  successful  lithotomist,  and  has  recently,  we  think,  ex- 
tirpated the  parotid  gland.  In  his  new  theatre,  where  surgeons  of 
much  reputation  are  scarce,  he  must  secure  a  large  practice ;  his  emi- 
nent qualifications  and  good  sense  entitle  him  to  it.  The  full  sway 
of  Dr.  Wildman's  fame  is  not  replete  yet,  there  are  other  and  higher 
honors  in  store  for  him.  Let  him  bide  his  time,  and  they  will  surely 
come.  As  a  writer  we  know  but  little  of  Dr.  Wildman — he  has 
contributed  some,  we  think,  to  the  literature  of  the  profession,  of 
what  amount  we  know  not.  We  know,  however,  he  is  competent,  if 
he  has  done  but  little  in  that  way.  In  the  location  of  Dr.  Wildman 
among  them,  the  people  of  Savannah  may  be  justly  proud,  if  excellent 
skill  and  a  fine  reputation  are  honorable. 

What  we  have  said  in  all,  is  no  exaggeration — we  have  no  mutual 
admiration  clubs  South,  to  praise  each  other  by  ;  every  man  stands 
upon  his  own  "stool " — but  some  of  our  deserving  men  ought  to  have 
higher  "  stools,''''  and  we  have  added  to  the  "  legs"  and  will  continue 
so  to  do,  with  Doctors  Banks,  Fort,  Hoxey,  Gorman,  and  others. 

Georgian,  Jun. 

Sketches  and  Illustrations  of  Quackery. 

Deceptions  of  Quacks. — Wc  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  ex- 
pose a  common  deception  practised  by  quacks,  of  appending  the  names 
of  eminent  and  well-known  persons  to  testimonials  of  the  value  of 
their  nostrums.  Mostly  the  names  are  slightly  changed,  so  as  to  pro- 
tect the  perpetrator  of  the  forgery  from  prosecution,  and  yet  so  nearly 
like  the  real  name  as  to  impose  upon  the  unwary.    Sometimes,  how- 
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ever,  the  name  and  titles  (as  was  the  case  with  Professor  Silliman,  see 
the  number  of  News  for  March,  1852,  p.  18,)  are  boldly  given  cor- 
rectly, the  charlatan  trusting  for  immunity  to  the  expense  and  loss  of 
time  which  a  prosecution  would  involve. 

How  far  these  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  following  case,  we 
leave  our  readers  to  decide.  The  letter  which  we  subjoin  is,  however, 
explicit,  and  at  least  exonerates  the  eminent  authors  of  it  from  having 
sanctioned  with  their  names  the  efficacy  of  any  nostrum. 

Philadelphia,  March  22,  1853. 

Dear  Doctor  : — We  send  you  the  following  extract  from  the 
"  Suffolk  Weekly  Gazette  "  of  March  11,  1853.    The  Gazette  is  pub- 
lished  at  Sag  Harbor,  Suffolk  County,  New- York.  The  extract  is  part 
of  an  advertisement  headed  "Hodensack's  Liver  Pills:" 
"  Medical  Evidence." 

"  We,  the  undersigned  Physicians,  having  had  the  receipt  of  their 
manufacture  submitted  to  us  for  inspection,  say,  that  the  ingredients 
cf  which  they  are  composed  makes  them  the  best  Pill  in  use  for  all 
Diseases  of  the  Liver,  Impurities  of  the  Blood,  &c.  We  say  this  not 
only  from  our  own  judgment,  but  also  from  that  of  the  best  medical 
authority  in  the  United  States.  All  the  diseases  requiring  the  use  of 
an  Alterative,  Diaphoretic,  and  Purgative  Medicine,  that  came 
under  our  notice,  has  been  treated  with  the  above  Pills,  with  the  most 
satisfactory  success. 

"George  Wood,  M.  D. 
"  Franklin  Bache,  M.  D. 

"  The  extract  is  given  verbatim.  There  are  other  signatures  attach- 
ed to  it,  which  we  have  omitted,  as  not  directly  concerning  ourselves. 

"  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  state,  if  the  above  signatures  were 
intended  for  ours,  that  they  were  wholly  unauthorized  by  us.  Neither 
on  this,  nor  on  any  other  occasion,  has  either  of  us  signed  a  recom- 
mendation, or  in  any  way  authorized  his  name  to  be  used,  in  favor  of 
an  empirical  medicine,  or  of  any  nostrum  whatever. 

"  By  giving  the  above  a  place  in  the  Medical  News,  you  will  oblige 
your  friends.  "  George  B.  Wood, 

"  Franklin  Bache." 

Editor  Medical  News. 

Opthabnologicul  Homoeopathy. — The  great  temporary  impulse 
which  was  recently  given  to  the  homoeopathic  imposture  in  Vienna, 
by  the  case  of  the  celebrated  Marshal  Radetzky,  was  the  subjeot  of 
conversation  in  the  medical  circles  of  London,  during  the  visit  of  Pro- 
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fessor  Jaeger  of  Vienna,  at  the  time  of  the  Great  Exhibition.  An  au- 
thentic narrative  of  the  facts  of  the  case  will,  however,  we  dare  say, 
be  still  acceptable  to  our  readers.  The  Monthly  Journal  for  the  pre- 
sent month  contains  Professor  Jaeger's  explanation  of  the  case. 

In  January.  1841,  Dr.  Hartung,  physician  to  the  Austrian  army, 
and  to  Count  Radetzky,  wrote  from  Milan  to  Professor  Jaeger  for 
advice  respecting  a  disease  of  the  eye,  with  which  the  Marshal  was  af- 
fected. The  patient  was  seventy  years  of  age,  and  reckoned  fifty-six 
of  military  service.  He  was  vigorous  and  robust,  but  subject  to  ca- 
tarrhal and  rheumatic  affections,  which  became  more  frequent  and  in- 
tense with  the  approach  of  old  age.  The  history  of  the  attack  of  dis* 
case  of  the  eye  is  thus  given  by  Dr.  Hartung :  "  The  Marshal,  on  the 
9th  of  October,  1840,  during  the  manoeuvres  of  the  camp  at  Pardc- 
none,  exposed  himself  for  six  hours  consecutively,  and  on  horseback, 
to  the  overpowering  heat  of  the  valleys,  and  the  currents  of  air  on  the 
heights.  He  was  suddenly  seized,  in  consequence,  with  violent  fever, 
accompanied  by  severe  pain  in  the  forehead  and  temples;  there  arose, 
at  the  same  time,  an  inflammation  of  the  right  eye,  and  of  the  soft 
parts  around  it;  and  the  globle  of  the  eye  was  pushed  considerably 
from  the  orbit.  The  pain  was  so  severe  that  the  patient  could  scarce- 
ly endure  it,  and  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed.  During  the  night  the  in- 
tensity of  the  affection  diminished,  so  that  his  Excellency  was  able 
next  day  to  attend  a  military  parade,  and  some  days  after  to  re- 
turn to  Milan.  The  inflammation  of  the  eye,  as  well  as  the  fever  and 
pains,  soon  disappeared;  but  in  addition  to  the  old  infirmities,  there 
remained  a  greater  degree  of  redness  of  the  eyelids  and  swelling  of 
the  conjunctiva  than  formerly,  and  a  tumor  was  now  perceptible  to 
sight  and  touch  in  the  external  angle  of  the  eye,  which  caused  the 
globe  to  protrude  from  the  orbit.  This  aggravation,  however,  did  not 
prevent  his  Excellency  from  retaining  the  command-ir-  jhit  f,  nor  from 
occupying  himself,  as  before,  with  the  affairs  of  the  sen  Le.  The  treat- 
ment was,  from  the  commencement  of  this  attack,  as  it  had  been  pre- 
viously, strictly  homoeopathic,  the  remedies  having  been  administered 
in  the  following  order:  1.  Aconite.  2.  Baryt.  carbon.  3.  Zincum  me 
tall.  4.  Anacardium  orient.  5.  Calc.  carbon.  6.  Euphrasia.  7.  Mercu- 
rius  Hahnemannii.  8.  Merc,  sublim.  corros.  9.  Antimon.  crud.  10. 
Digitalis."  As  these  remedies  failed  to  produce  benefit,  Dr.  Hartung 
diagnosed  the  growth  of  a  fungus  in  the  orbit;  and  Professor  Elarer, 
of  Pavia,  diagnosticated  a  scirrhous  tumor. 

Dr.  Jaeger  was,  at  the  time  when  he  received  Dr.  Hartung's  com- 
munication, with  one  from  Dr.  Flarer,  ordered  to  proceed  to  Milary 
to  consult  and  report  on  the  case  of  Marshal  Radetzky.    After  exam- 
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ining  the  patient,  the  consultants  were  informed  by  him  that  "he  would 
be  treated  by  no  other  physician  than  Dr.  Ilartung,  and  in  no  other 
way  than  according  to  the  homoeopathic  system."  Drs.  Hartungand 
Flarer  still  adhered  to  their  opinions  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease; 
while  Dr.  Jaeger  regarded  it  as  the  product  of  a  rheumatic  periorbitis, 
which,  having  taken  an  unfavorable  turn,  must  have  degenerated  into 
a  scirrhous  disease.  Yet  he  believed  that,  if  an  increase  of  inflam- 
matory action  took  place,  a  cure  might  supervene  after  an  evacuation 
of  pus.  As  this  view,  however,  did  not  meet  the  assent  of  Dr.  Har- 
tung,  the  basis  of  the  report  to  Vienna  was  the  original  diagnosis — 
the  presence  of  a  scirrhous  degeneration  of  the  soft  parts  within  the 
orbit,  threatening  to  pass  into  the  state  of  cancer.  Some  weeks  after 
having  returned  to  Vienna,  Dr.  Jaeger  heard,  by  a  letter  from  a  rela- 
tive of  Count  Radetzky,  that  the  pain  had  increased,  and  that  there 
was  a  copious  discharge  of  pus ;  and  this  was  confirmed  by  a  report 
addressed  to  the  minister  of  war.  While  this  change  was  going  on, 
Dr.  Hartung,  after  effectually  throwing  impediments  in  the  way  of 
Professor  Flarer,  who  was  again  called  to  the  patient,  wrote  to  Dr. 
Jaeger,  "  that  the  Marshal,  having  continued  to  be  treated  according 
to  the  principles  of  homoeopathy,  had  got  well ;  that  the  fungous  tu- 
mor of  the  orbit  had  disappeared ;  that  the  pain  had  ceased  ;  that  the 
eye  had  recovered  its  mobility,  and  that  the  change  of  fungus  into  car- 
cinoma was  no  more  to  be  dreaded  ;  and  he  regretted  that  Dr.  Flarer 
had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  convincing  himself  with  his  own  eyes 
of  the  favorable  change !" 

After  some  controversy  had  taken  place  on  the  subject,  nothing 
more  was  said  till  1849,  when  the  victories  of  the  Marshal  aroused  in 
the  homoeopaths  the  idea  of  trying  to  gain  thereby  a  new  triumph  for 
themselves ;  and  the  case  has  hence  been  paraded,  with  false  premises 
and  conclusions,  and  injurious  imputations  with  regard  to  Dr.  Jaeger. 
Dr.  Jaeger  concludes  by  reiterating  his  conviction,  that  the  disease 
was  from  the  beginning  nothing  more  than  simple  rheumatic  perior- 
bitis, which  had  gone  on  to  suppuration.  The  diagnosis  was  difficult ; 
and  on  this,  of  course  aided  by  no  small  amount  of  assurance,  the  ho- 
moeopaths have  blazoned  forth  the  cure  of  malignant  disease  of  the 
eye  in  Marshal  Radetzky,  as  a  splendid  triumph  of  homoeopathy. 
Dr.  Jaeger  completely  demolishes  their  pretensions. — Association 
Medical  Journal. 

Dr.  Hartung  "diagnosed"  the  growth  of  a  fungus  in  the  orbit; 
and  Dr.  Flarer  "diagnosticated"  a  scirrhous  tumor;  while  Dr.  Jae- 
ger regarded  it  as  the  product  of  "  rheumatic  periorbitis,"  degenerated 
into  a  scirrhous  disease.  So  much  for  the  eye-surgery  of  the  idols  of 
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mushroom  opthalmologists.  The  old  soldier  evidently  suffered  the 
tortures  of  an  abscess  in  the  orbit. — Dublin  Med.  Press,  Feb.  16,  1853. 

The  views  of  our  esteemed  contemporary,  Professor  Jacob,  of 
Dublin,  in  regard  to  this  case,  are  undoubtedly  correct.    Med.  News. 


University  of  London. 

This  institution  has  commenced  a  reform  in  the  examinations  for 
medical  honors,  which  will  render  them  real,  not  verbal.  No  improve- 
ment of  modern  times  can  be  of  more  vital  practical  importance,  for 
the  examinations  for  degrees,  especially  in  certain  American  colleges, 
who  have  abolished  the  "  green  room,7'  and  advertised  their  facilities 
for  graduation  by  secret  examinations,  before  individual  professors,  is 
nothing  but  a  farce,  and  is  deluging  the  profession  with  diplomated 
quacks.  In  the  London  University  the  candidates  are  examined  in 
things,  not  in  words  merely,  and  the  grinders  will  find  their  vocation 
at  an  end.  They  test  anatomy  by  actual  dissection, — chemistry  by 
practice  in  the  laboratory, — medicine,  surgery,  and  obstetrics,  in  the 
hospitals,  by  the  bedsides  of  the  patients,  &c. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  medical  press  of  our  country,  as  well 
as  that  of  Great  Britain,  is  at  last  unanimous  in  advocating  this  neces- 
sary reform,  and  we  unite  in  commending  this  subject  to  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association. 

American  Psychological  Journal. 

Under  this  title  a  new  bi-monthly  has  been  started  at  Cincinnati, 
which  is  to  be  devoted  chiefly  to  the  elucidation  of  mental  pathology, 
and  the  medical  jurisprudence  of  insanity.  From  the  first  number, 
it  would  seem  to  be  intended  to  rival  the  American  Phrenological 
Journal,  by  its  earnest  advocacy  of  the  most  ultra  of  the  speculations 
of  Gall  and  Spurzheim.  Dr.  Edward  Mead,  the  editor,  has  a  brief 
article  of  his  own,  which  will  commend  him  as  an  enlightened  and 
benevolent  physician,  whose  familiarity  with  the  jurisprudence  of 
insanity  admirably  fits  him  to  conduct  his  periodical  with  ability  and 
usefulness.  But,  the  long  article  he  has  admitted  from  Dr.  L.  R. 
Johnson,  on  moral  insanity,  is  open  to  grave  objections  on  ethical 
grounds,  apart  from  its  phrenology,  and  yet  obviously  the  fruit  of 
this  fanciful  theory.    Its  doctrines  would  lead  to  practical  mischiefs, 
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more  demoralizing  than  any  of  those  deprecated  by  the  writer. 
Happily  we  have  an  American  journal  of  insanity  issued  quar- 
terly from  the  New-York  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  to  which  we  may 
look  with  confidence  for  better  teaching,  and  in  which  we  hope  to  see 
an  antidote  to  the  errors  of  this  and  the  like  phrenological  pathology. 
To  that  journal  we  commend  the  subject,  and  the  paper  of  Dr.  John- 
son, should  its  editor  concur  with  us  in  our  estimate  of  the  latter. 

A  New  Trephine. 

Our  esteemed  contemporary,  Professor  Bryan,  has  published  in  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  a  description  of  a  new  in- 
strument, with  an  illustrated  drawing,  designed  to  supersede  the  anti- 
quated trephine,  which  every  surgeon,  who  has  ever  used  it  on  a  living 
subject,  has  anathematized  in  his  heart.  Should  experience  ratify  the 
impressions  made  by  the  graphic  account  here  given  of  the  new  instru- 
ment, its  inventor  will  merit  the  gratitude  of  the  profession  and  the 
public. 

Life  Insurance. 

Dr.  Moses  L.  Knapp  has  published  a  series  of  lectures  on  the 
science  of  Life  Insurance,  a  subject  which  is  rapidly  becoming  of 
increased  interest  in  this  country.  It  is  published  by  Derby  &  Co., 
Cincinnati. 

Tolly's  Materia  Medica. 

The  fourth  number  of  this  serial  publication  has  appeared,  and  is 
greatly  extolled  by  the  press. 

M.  Orfila. 

The  death  of  this  eminent  Parisian  Toxicologist  and  physician 
is  widely  lamented.  His  munificent  liberality  to  medical  institutions 
for  the  benefit  of  students,  shortly  before  his  death,  called  forth 
public  expressions  of  gratitude  from  the  academy  and  the  medical 
press. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall. 

This  illustrious  physician  has  been  lecturing  before  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution  at  Washington,  and  is  expected  at  New-York  in  May, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  We  trust  his 
visit  to  the  United  States  may  be  as  gratifying  to  himself,  as  it  is 
welcome  to  his  brethren. 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College. 

We  have  received  the  Spring  announcement  of  this  new  school 
just  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  located  at 
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Philadelphia,  where  medical  colleges  are  already  as  numerous  as  the 
wards  or  the  markets  of  the  city. 

Chrono  Thermalism  is  annnounced  as  the  sect  whose  doctrines  are 
to  be  taught,  and  hence  nominal  chairs  are  given  to  Doctor  Dickson 
of  London  !  and  Dr.  Turner  of  New-  York  !  The  Dean  of  the  Facul- 
ty, Dr.  Livezey,  and  Dr.  Mosely  and  Longshore  are  all  Professors  in 
the  Female  Medical  College,  to  which  this  new  school  would  seem  to 
be  an  appendage.  Their  amalgamation  may  probably  be  consum- 
mated for  the  winter  course,  now  that  so  many  of  this  Chrono  Ther- 
mal Faculty  identifies  the  sect  to  which  both  belong.  We  had  hoped 
better  things  for  the  Female  Doctors  manufactured  in  Philadelphia, 
for  a  more  profoundly  stupid,  and  superlatively  impudent  book  than 
that  of  Samuel  Dickson  of  London,  never  met  our  eye.  Hahnemann 
had  the  merit  of  ingenuity,  and  some  pretension  to  originality — 
Priessnitz  claimed  respect  for  his  honest  enthusiasm  ; — but  Dickson 
is  without  ingenuity,  originality,  or  any  other  merit.  He  proclaims 
himself  a  Reformer,  while  he  has  but  a  single  idea,  and  that  stolen 
from  Dr.  Rush,  "  the  unity  of  disease."  But  unlike  that  medical 
philosopher,  he  is  so  unwise  as  to  stultify  himself  by  this  "one  idea,1' 
and  hence  leaps  to  the  stupid  inference  of  "one  remedy,"  or  one  class 
of  remedies,  for  this  "  one  disease."  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Rush,  the 
theory  was  indulged,  without  perverting  his  judgment,  or  ignoring  his 
experience,  but  with  Dr.  Dickson,  this  Unitarianism  has  become  a 
monomania,  and  been  fatal  to  his  reputation. 


The  Homoeopathic  Hospital  of  London  has  commenced  a  sub- 
scription to  erect  a  suitable  building.  The  sum  of  £4000  has  been 
already  contributed,  but  the  names  of  the  doners  were  withheld,  pro- 
bably because  the  amount  came  from  the  Homoeopathic  doctors,  who 
wished  to  conceal  the  interest  they  had  in  the  Institution. 


The  death  of  Dr.  Pereira  is  deeply  lamented  by  the  Faculty  of 
Great  Britain,  as  a  great  loss  to  the  science  and  the  profession. 


Professor  Horner  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  has  lately  de- 
ceased. In  his  department  he  has  left  no  superior.  He  had  filled 
the  chair  of  Anatomy  for  more  ihan  forty  years,  and  his  standard 
work  on  that  subject  will  be  a  valuable  text  book  for  a  century  to 
come. 

Dr.  Todd  of  London, 

In  a  late  clinical  lecture  at  King's  College  Hospital  on  Laryngeal  and 
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Throat  diseases,  very  strongly  commends  the  topical  cauterization  of 
the  parts  involved  with  the  strong  solutions  of  Nitrate  of  Silver,  and 
refers  very  creditably  to  the  writings  and  practice  of  our  countryman 
Dr.  Horace  Green.  He  is  himself  in  the  habit  of  applying  the  solid 
caustic  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces,  velum,  uvula,  and  the 
pillars  of  the  palate,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  larynx,  which  he  pre- 
fers to  introducing  the  sponge  into  the  glottis,  while  it  is  equally  effi- 
cacious. Gargling  with  iced  water  prevents  inflammation  from 
extending. 

Corsets  have  found  a  Champion. 

Dr.  Bouvier  has  made  a  report  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  at 
Paris,  defending  the  use  of  corsets  as  an  article  of  ladies'  dress,  main- 
taining that  "  the  volume  of  the  bosom,  the  relaxation  or  the  disten- 
tion of  the  muscular  wall  of  the  abdomen,  the  habitual  bending  of  the 
trunk,  the  lateral  deviation  of  the  spine,  &c.  give  formal  indications 
for  the  employment  of  this  sort  of  bandage,  whether  upon  hygienic 
principles,  or  as  an  aid  to  cure  certain  lesions."  This  is  the  most 
sensible  view  of  the  subject,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  "  abomi- 
nable supporters  "  as  Dr.  Meigs  calls  certain  instruments,  have  been 
only  brought  into  use  since  the  senseless  hue  and  cry  made  by  medi- 
cal neophytes  against  the  wearing  of  corsets.  They  have  doubtless 
been  abused  when  fashion  has  dictated  their  excessive  tightenings,  but 
they  are  innocent  and  useful  when  judiciously  worn. 

Quantum  Suff. 

Syphilis  and  Syphilization  seems  to  be  the  staple  topic  of  Medical 
Journalism  at  pi-esent,  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  •,  and  it  is  that 
upon  which  more  conflict  of  opinion  exists,  and  more  nonsense  is 
written  of  late,  than  upon  any  other  subject  in  the  whole  range  of  our 
science.  It  is  full  time  that  this  topic  were  exchanged  for  some  other, 
unless  somebody  has  some  new  facts  to  communicate,  for  the  profes- 
sion must  be  sick  of  so  interminable  theorizing,  as  characterizes  most 
of  what  is  now  translated  and  published  on  this  prolific  and  protean 
theme.  The  Virginia  Medical  Gazette  contains  a  scorching  review  of 
the  recent  Syphilitic  writers,  by  one  who  evidently  understands  the 
subject. 

Chloroform  in  Midwifery. 

Dr.  Simpson  recommends  the  inhalation  of  Chloroform  during 
labor,  as  a  prophylactic  against  puerperal  mania.  He  relates  a  num- 
ber of  cases  to  sustain  his  opinion. 
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Aneurism. 

Dr.  Pravas  of  Lyons  has  been  experimenting  with  a  concentrated 
Solution  of  the  per-chloride  of  iron,  by  injecting  a  few  drops  into 
isolated  portions  of  the  arteries,  with  the  effect  of  coagulating  the 
blood.  He  proposes  thus  to  cure  aneurisms.  He  employs  a  very 
finely  pointed  trocar,  introduced  into  the  vessel  by  a  sort  of  rotary 
motion,  and  a  syringe  the  piston  of  which  is  worked  by  a  screw.  His 
experiments  on  the  inferior  animals  have  been  successful  in  coagulating 
the  blood. 

Diabetes. 

Yeast,  in  the  treatment  of  this  intractable  malady,  seems  to  be 
attracting  much  attention  among  the  profession  at  home  and  abroad. 
It  is  given  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  and  deserves 
a  trial. 

Ice  to  the  Eyes. 

The  Gazette  de  Hopitaux  recommends  the  local  application  of  ice 
after  the  operations  for  cataract  for  three  or  four  days,  on  the  au- 
thority of  M.  Magne,  of  Paris. 

Electro-puncture 

Is  employed  by  M.  Jobert  of  the  Hotel-Dieu  for  the  cure  of  goitre. 
Each  of  the  conductors  is  furnished  with  a  long  needle  which  is 
plunged  into  the  tumor,  and  the  apparatus  then  charged.  The  opera- 
tion is  not  painful,  and  should  be  repeated  daily. 

Arteriotomy 

Is  strongly  urged  by  M.  Deleau  of  the  French  Academy,  in  cases  of 
wounds  of  the  head,  to  prevent  traumatic  fever,  which  is  the  chief 
source  of  danger.  The  pallor  of  the  tongue,  gums,  and  pharynx,  is 
6aid  to  afford  the  only  true  indication  that  the  depletion  is  adequate  to 
prevent  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes. 

Castor  Oil 

May  be  made  palatable,  and  adapted  for  the  use  of  children  by  the 
following  recipe,  viz  : 

Syrup  of  Orgeat,  §  iss. 

Castor  Oil,  ^  ss. 

Magnesia  calcined,  grs.  iv. 

Essence  of  Mint  or  Lemon,  two  drops. 
Mix 

Dose  3  ss  to  3*  i. 
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<£omnutmc«tte&. 

Medical  Specialities,  Female,  and  Journeyman  Doctors! 

Mr.  Editor, — It  is  in  vain  to  contend  against  the  progress  of  re- 
form, and  the  spirit  of  the  age,  for  such  is  "  our  manifest  destiny.  " 
All  the  "  old  fogies"  in  the  profession  have  resisted  the  "Feminine 
Medical  Colleges,"  but  they  will  have  to  yield  the  point  in  these 
degenerate  days  of  "  women's  rights,"  for  female  doctresses  are  mul- 
tiplying, and  sick  men,  especially  bachelors,  arc  giving  the  preference 
to  the  Bloomers  and  petticoats.  So  you  gentlemen  of  the  press  may 
as  well  exercise  a  "  masterly  inactivity  "  on  that  subject,  for  you  are 
doomed  to  be  supplanted  by  the  ladies  now  crowding  into  the  pro- 
fession. 

A  like  victory  awaits  the  tribe  of  specialists,  who  arc  multiplying 
with  railroad  speed.  The  only  hope  for  "  old  fogeyism  "  is  that  the 
competitors  in  this  strife  for  the  mastery  are  becoming  so  numerous 
that  the  fate  of  the  Kilkenny  cats  may  be  theirs,  and  they  may  devour 
each  other.  This  new  classification  of  diseases,  into  a  multitude  of 
specialities,  provides  a  "division  of  labor,"  and  marvellous  facilities 
for  advertising !  The  great  modern  secret  of  success  in  all  trades 
and  professions  is  to  "  keep  it  before  the  people,"  and  medical  men 
are  beginning  to  find  it  out,  and  any  speciality  will  answer  to  adver- 
tise themselves  into  notoriety.  One  skin  doctor  in  New-York  until 
lately  had  a  monopoly,  but  now  he  has  half  a  dozen  rivals  ;  and  so  of 
the  heart  and  lungs,  nearly  a  score  are  now  in  this  field  ;  and  for  the 
eye  and  ear  we  have  double  the  number.  Almost  every  organ  and 
region  of  the  body  has  certain  doctors  advertising  to  pay  "  special  at- 
tention "  to  that  speciality,  and  a  whole  regiment  of  them  are  vp  for 
"female  complaints"  some  of  whom  have  signs  out,  "  entrance  for 
females  ! " 

Now  what  matters  it,  that  many  of  these  doctors  were  never  heard 
of  before,  in  these  chosen  specialities,  or  indeed  in  any  other.  Only 
"  keep  it  before  the  people  "  by  ingenious  advertisements,  that  in  some 

infirmary  or  hospital  or  dispensary,  or  clinique,  Doctor  ,  any 

body,  attends  to  some  speciality,  no  matter  what,  though  he  may  have 
never  seen  a  patient  suffering  under  that  class  of  diseases,  and  as  a 
practitioner  may  not  know  his  right  hand  from  his  left,  yet  such  pub- 
lic announcements,  especially  in  the  secular  and  penny  papers,  will 
attract  both  patients  and  fees,  and  the  merest  tyro  gains  a  quasi-repu- 
tation,  formerly  relinquished  to  the  quacks,  but  now  diligently  sought 
for  even  by  regular  physicians,  who  have  been  seduced  from  their 
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41  propriety  "  by  the  auri  sacra  fames.  Alas  for  "  old  fogey  ism,"  for 
*'  Young  Physic  "  is  in  the  field.  * 

"'Tis  true  a  pity,  and  pity  ' tis,  ' tis  true,"  that  so  many  of  these 
specialists  among  the  seniors  in  the  profession  have  set  the  example, 
which  is  so  eagerly  followed  by  the  juniors  -who  are  thus  self-immo- 
lated, so  far  as  medical  dignity  of  character  is  concerned.  How  many 
of  the  latter  consent  to  become  mere  satellites,  revolving  around  #me 
one  or  more  of  their  seniors, — journeymen  doctors  !  an  anomaly  un- 
heard of  until  lately,  hired  and  paid  an  annual  stipend  for  playing 
toady  to  some  lucky  medical  aristocrat,  who,  when  too  old  or  too 
lazy  to  work  himself,  contrives  to  practise  by  proxy,  and  thus  prevent 
his  patients  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  younger  brethren,  to 
whom  they  would  otherwise  legitimately  flow.  "I- had  rather  be  a 
dog,  and  bay  the  moon,"  than  such  a  Journeyman  Doctok. 


SWtov's  arable* 

TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  great  body  of  our  subscribers  whose 
pre-pay ment  for  the  present  year  has  been  promptly  made. 

But  a  few  of  our  city  subscribers,  by  their  delay  in  complying 
with  our  terms,  have  constrained  us  to  enforce  the  rule,  and  they  will 
cease  to  receive  the  Gazette  from  this  date.  The  collector  has  re- 
turned their  bills,  after  waiting  on  some  of  them  ten  or  fiftem  times 
for  the  small  claim  of  tw9  dollars,  and  this  while  they  have  been 
monthly  receiving  our  journal  without  payment.  A  larger  number 
of  our  distant  subscribers  seem  to  have  forgotten  their  indebtedness, 
and  many  of  them  have  failed  to  remit  payment  for  the  present  year. 
We  shall  be  obliged  to  enclose  their  bills,  unless  this  notice  shall  be 
successful. 

To  show  the  necessity  of  requiring  payment  in  advance  it  is  only 
necessary  to  add  that  more  than  $500  is  yet  due  from  our  patrons  who 
have  forgotten  or  neglected  to  pay  ;  maugre  all  our  efforts  to  remind 
them  of  the  rule.  The  expenses  of  conducting  the  Gazette  are  large, 
and  as  the  amounts  due  from  each  subscriber  are  small,  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  discontinue  the  paper  unless  immediate  payment  be  made. 

To  Correspondents. 

Dr.  II.'s  letter  is  inadmissible,  for  reasons  which  he  can  divine. 
"  Q."  is  referred  to  the  Committee  of  arrangement  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  an  answer. 

Those  who  write  for  information  as  to  the  price  of  certain  medical 
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books,  are  referred  to  Mr.  Roorbaeh,  12  Vesey-strect,  who  is  the 
agentf  for  the  Philadelphia  publishers,  keeps  an  ample  supply,  and  at 
low  prices. 

Sec  his  RdvertiBcment. 

Alms  House  Department. 

There  seems  to  be  a  screw  loose  among  the  "  Ten  Governors," 
and  no  little  conflict  of  opinion  as  to  their  several  hospitals.  Their 
wanton  and  stupid  experiment  in  committing  that  of  Bellcvue  to  a 
Medical  Board  of  sixteen  doctors  turns  out  to  be  unsatisfactory  to  all 
parties.  The  addition  of  three  to  their  number  nolens  volens,  and  one 
who  was  not  among  their  nominations,  is  rather  awkward  for  all  con- 
cerned. Whereupon,  as  a  peace  measure,  it  is  now  proposed  to  give 
the  control  of  all  the  hospitals  on  BlackweW  s  and  Randall's  Island  to 
the  Bellevue  Board ;  and  if  there  should  not  be  enough  of  them,  the 
Governors  can  elect  nineteen  more  from  among  the  multitude  of 
candidates  for  these  honorable  appointments.  In  this  way  the  ex- 
periment can  be  tried  of  abolishing  the  office  of  Resident  Physician,  at 
the  Penitentiary,  Nursery,  and  possibly  the  Lunatic  Asylum ;  for 
even  this  would  be  as  economical,  and  quite  as  wise  on  the  part  of  the 
Governors,  as  their  silly  experiment  at  Bellevue. 

Every  body,  except  the  Governors,  see  through  this  transparent 
scheme  of  certain  of  the  Bellevue  clique  to  get  the  Resident  Physi- 
cians of  the  Island  Hospitals  out  of  their  way,  and  then  put  in  a  claim 
for  the  payment  of  their  services  on  the  plan  of  the  Visiting  Physi- 
cians of  the  Emigrant's  Hospital  at  Ward's  Island,  although  now 
offering  to  serve  gratuitously.  They  can  attend  Bellevue  for  nothing 
as  it  is  in  the  city,  but  they  cannot  be  expected  to  serve  the  distant 
hospitals  without  pay.  This  is  the  plan  and  object  of  this  new  organi- 
zation, and  it  will  end  as  it  ought  to  do  in  defeat  and  humiliation,  to 
all  concerned  in  such  a  plot.  Drs.  Kelly,  Whittelsey,  and  Rannay 
have  our  sympathy,  as  they  are  the  victims  of  the  treachery  and  arts 
of  their  professed  friends,  for  -w  hom  they  forgot  their  obligations  to 
others,  and  confided  in  them  hoping  to  profit  by  the  treason,  while 
inwardly  they  despised  the  traitors.  Let  them  expose  the  scandalous 
enormities  and  frightful  mortality  among  the  poor  inmates  at  Bellevue, 
which  are  known  to  them,  and  concealed  from  the  public  by  fiction 
and  falsehood,  and  it  will  be  more  than  the  Governors  dare  do,  to 
disturb  them  by  abolishing  the  office  of  Resident  at  their  hospitals  to 
gratify  the  ambition  of  these  hungry  conspirators.  We  have  on  file 
a  batch  of  facts  and  statistics  by  "  One  who  knows,"  which  shall  be 
forthcoming  in  time.  They  will  prove  that  the  sick  poor  in  none  of 
these  hospitals  will  ever  be  protected  in  their  rights,  whether  living  or 
dead,  without  a  responsible  Resident  Physician  ;  nor  will  they  ever 
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have  the  justice  which  science  and  humanity  demand,  until  at  least  one 
of  the  Governors  is  an  enlightened  and  humane  physician.  All  this 
would  long  since  have  been  proved,  had  the  project  of  Dr.  Stevens, 
for  an  Inspector-General  of  Hospitals,  been  adopted  by  the  State. 
The  time  is  coming  when  the  existing  abuses  of  our  pauper  hospitals 
will  demand  their  being  placed  under  medical  supervision,  instead  of 
being  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  rum-selling  and  rum-drinking 
wardens,  appointed  by  lawyers  and  other  non-medical  governors,  who 
have  neither  the  leisure  nor  the  qualification  to  conduct  a  hospital  or 
any  other  remedial  institution  with  safety  to  its  inmates. 

Medical  Legislation. 

f  -  The  bill  which  has  been  pending  at  Albany  for  facilitating  dissec- 
tion has  been  defeated  in  the  Senate,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
from  the  false  pretence  on  the  face  of  it,  that  it  was  for  the  "  protec- 
tion of  burial  grounds  !"  Honesty  would  have  been  better  policy 
here  as  elsewhere,  a  lesson  which  the  Medical  Colleges  need  to  learn. 

Demilt  Dispensary. 

i  The  medical  staff  of  this  new  dispensary  presents  a  formidable 
array  of  names  and  specialities,  viz : 

Visiting  Physicians. — Drs.  Rochester,  Hyslop,  and  Bibbins. 

Attending  Physicians  "to  take  charge  of  particular  classes  of 
diseases,"  viz :  Heart  and  Lungs,  Drs.  Clark  and  Van  Arsdale ;  Head, 
Bowels,  &c.  Drs.  H.  G.  Cox  and  Taylor;  Surgery  and  unclassified 
diseases,  Drs.  Van  Burcn  and  Thebaud ;  Skin,  Drs.  Bulkley  and 
Cooper;  Women  and  Children,  and  nervous  diseases,  Drs.  Sabine 
and  Peters ;  Eye  and  Ear,  Drs.  Post  and  C.  D.  Smith. 

A  number  of  consulting  physicians  and  surgeons  are  superadded, 
but  we  have  been  unable  to  procure  their  names. 

The  Governors  of  the  Alms-House  have  recently  made  the 
following  medical  appointments,  viz : 

Foit  Blackwells'  Island  Hospitals. — Consulting  Physicians. 
Drs.  Stevens,  Cheesman,  Chalmers,  Gilman,  and  Schirmer. 

Foh  Bellevue  Hospital. — Visiting  Physicians,  Dr.  J.  C. 
Forester,  in  place  of  Dr.  Robeson,  deceased.  Drs.  Taylor,  Crane 
and  Corson,  have  been  added  to  the  Medical  Board,  which  already 
numbered  sixteen,  but  is  now  increased  to  nineteen,  eight  surgeons 
and  eleven  physicians.  We  learn  that  to  fill  the  one  vacancy,  the 
Medical  Board  nominated  five  gentlemen,  and  subsequently  three 
more.  Whereupon  the  Governors  appointed  four  gentlemen  without 
restricting  themselves  to  the  nominations.  All  of  them  are  good  ap- 
pointments, and  will  perform  the  service. 
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Medical  Graduates  of  1853. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia, 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  " 
Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  " 
Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine 
University  of  New-York, 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
New- York  Medical  College,  . 
University  of  Maryland, 
Ohio  Medical  College  (Cincinnati), 
Kentucky  Medical  College  (Louisville), 
University  of  Missouri  (St.  Louis), 
University  of  St.  Louis, 
Nashville  Medical  College 
Georgia        "  " 
Harvard  University, 
University  of  Louisville, 
Rush  Medical  College,  . 
Yale  College, 
Starling  Medical  College, 

Discovery  of  Anaesthesia 'by  Ether. 


223 
220 
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27 
101 
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39 
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33 
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71 
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34 
15 
42 


The  merit  and  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  value  of  the  inhal- 
ation of  ether,  heretofore  contested  before  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  Drs.  Wells,  Morton  and  Jackson,  have  now  a 
new  claimant  in  the  person  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Long  of  Athens,  Georgia* 
who  claims  the  priority  over  them  all,  having  performed  painless 
operations  by  means  of  this  agency  as  early  as  1842,  and  published 
the  facts  in  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  December 
1849.  We  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  either  of  the  competitors 
for  this  prize  of  $100,000;  but  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  Dr. 
Morton  forfeited  all  claims  to  any  public  reward,  by  his  efforts  to  con- 
ceal the  article  used  under  the  name  of  Letheon,  his  denials  of  its 
being  Ether,  and  his  patenting  the  secret  agent  he  professed  to  be 
using,  and  even  warning  all  against  trespassing  on  his  legal  rights, 
without  paying  for  the  privilege.  There  seems  to  be  every  proba- 
bility that  Dr.  Long  of  Georgia,  will  now  make  good  his  claim,  and 
thus  defeat  all  his  clamorous  rivals. 

"Ventral  Pregnancy,"  again. 

The  case  reported  in  our  February  number  by  Dr.  Valk  of  Flush- 
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ing,  having  elicited  a  reply  from  Dr.  Bloodgood  in  our  April  number, 
both  are  in  possession  of  our  readers.  Here  as  we  judge,  the  discus- 
sion  ought  to  stop,  but  Dr.  Valk,  thinks  otherwise,  and  has  sent  a  re- 
joinder, which  we  are  constrained  to  reject,  by  reason  of  its  libellou3 
character,  having  no  disposition  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  "  John 
Doe  and  Richard  Roe,"  either  for  our  correspondent  or  ourselves. 
We  hope  our  correspondent  will  concur  with  us  after  reviewing  the 
facts  of  the  controversy,  which  we  subjoin,  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  any  rejoinder. 

Dr.  Valk's  report  was  understood  to  attach  blame  to  the  de- 
ceased father  of  Dr.  Bloodgood,  who  had  previously  officiated  as  ac- 
coucheur in  the  same  patient,  by  alleging  instrumental  delivery.  The 
latter  gentleman  replies,  1st  that  no  instruments  were  used  by  his 
father,  and  2nd  that  he  had  told  Dr.  Valk  so,  and  hence  alleges  that 
this  false  allegation  was  "  wilful,"  and  resents  the  assault  upon  the 
memory  of  his  father,  which  had  escaped  our  notice,  or  it  would  not 
have  been  published.  Dr.  Valk,  now  wishes  to  defend  himself  from 
this  impeachment  of  his  veracity,  by  showing  that  the  patient  told  him 
that  instruments  were  used,  and  he  hence  disbelieved  the  testimony 
of  Dr.  Bloodgood  to  the  contrary.  This  is  the  substance  of  his  de- 
fence. As  to  the  post  mortem,  and  whether  the  child  was  found 
within  or  without  the  uterus,  the  medical  gentlemen  present  dia- 
metrically differ,  each  of  the  parties  having  one  witness.  We  confess 
ourselves  unwilling  to  decide  between  the  belligerents,  and  equally  so 
to  admit  an  uncalled  for  dispute  in  our  columns.  Each  party  has  now 
been  heard,  and  we  advise  that  here  the  subject  be  dropped. 

Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

This  new  monthly  has  made  its  appearance  in  a  style  and  with  a 
bearing  which  gives  a  promise  of  future  success.  It  is  issued  at  $5 
per  annum,  each  number  containing  84  pages,  and  in  these  respects 
may  be  considered  the  giant  of  the  monthlies.  It  is  edited  by  Drs. 
Otis  and  Thomas  of  Richmond  and  Published  in  that  city.  Their  in. 
troductory  is  well  considered,  ably  written,  and  betokens  independent 
journalism,  a  rare  attribute  among  Medical  Periodicals. 

The  original  matter  is  ample  and  valuable  for  its  practical  charac- 
ter; the  selections  are  judicious  and  useful  including  numerous  trans- 
lations; while  its  critical  department  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 

We  congratulate  our  confreres  on  the  character  of  their  debut,  and 
wish  them  every  success. 
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Spiritual  Rapping,  Moving  Tables,  &c. 

The  victims  of  this  imbecile  and  fraudulent  delusion  are  multi- 
plying .all  over  the  country.  Already  we  hear  among  the  mischiefs 
directly  traceable  to  this  abominable  iniquity,  that  twenty-nine  sui- 
cides, five  murders,  and  297  cases  of  insanity  have  been  chronicled 
as  its  first  fruits.  We  are  happy  to  be  assured  that  thus  far  no 
regular  or  reputable  medical  man  is  found  among  either  knaves  or 
dupes.  The  fraternity  of  Homoeopaths  are  the  only  pretenders  to 
the  medical  character,  who  are  identified  with  the  imposture  as  be- 
lievers or  practitioners,  and  its  kindred  relations  to  their  pseudo- 
system  of  folly  and  fraud  is  signally  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  only 
clergymen  who  have  degraded  their  cloth  by  lending  their  names  and 
influence  to  this  "spiritual  iniquity  in  high  places"  are  men  whose 
discipleship  to  Homoeopathy  is  "known  and  read  of  all  men." 
Moreover  this  new  delusion  has  infected  all  the  dupes  of  animal 
magnetism,  clairvoyance,  &c.  in  every  community,  the  latter  folly 
having  been  mingled  with,  or  supplanted  by,  the  still  worse  invention 
of  certain  girls  at  Rochester,  who  began  the  spiritual  knockings,  and 
who  are  still  making  money  out  of  the  flats  in  New-York,  notwith- 
standing their  repeated  and  public  exposures. 

The  theory  and  practice  of  table-rapping  and  table-moving  are  part 
and  parcel  of  the  same  wild  and  stupid  knavery,  and  neither  electricity 
nor  spirits  have  anything  to  do  with  either.  Nor  has  any  "  devil," 
other  than  the  diabolical  women  and  men  concerned  in  the  blasphe- 
mous farce,  any  part  or  lot  in  the  imposture.  The  rapping  is  pro- 
duced by  the  toes,  feet  and  knees  of  the  so-called  mediums ;  or  as  in 
other  instances  by  machinery  concealed  in  the  tops  and  legs  of  the 
tables,  or  in  the  walls  of  the  rooms  set  apart  for  these  mysteries.  Of 
this  latter  fact  we  have  the  proof  in  the  voluntary  confession  of  Mr. 
Pack,  the  well-known  mechanic  of  Pearl-street,  who  has  made  a  num- 
ber of  these  "  rapping-tables,"  and  if  paid  for  them,  advertises  his 
willingness  to  make  more  ;  regarding  his  exposure  of  the  imposture 
an  exoneration  of  himself. 

As  to  the  "  table-»ioi;irt(7  "  there  is  nothing  supernatural,  electrical, 
or  even  mysterious  in  any  instance,  although  we  have  witnessed  these 
"phenomena"  as  a  spectator  repeatedly,  sometimes  where  the  parties 
were  all  honest,  and  oftener  when  the  fraud  and  collusion  were  ap- 
parent, and  detected  on  the  spot.  A  light  or  quartette  table  is  fre- 
quently chosen  for  the  purpose,  which  will  move  easily  when  very 
li'Tht  pressure  is  made  upon  it  unequally  by  the  hands  or  fingers  of 
naif  a  dozen  or  more  persons.  The  law  of  gravitation,  the  attraction 
of  cohesion,  temperature,  and  added  to  these  the  mobility  of  the  nerves 
of  the  parties  after  sitting  by  the  hour,  in  a  constrained  posture,  waitr 
ing  for  some  invisible  and  intangible  power  of  loco-motion,  are  ade- 
quate to  explain  all  the  motion  of  tables  which  have  anywhere  been 
honestly  produced.  But  "  mediums  "  and  peripatetic  lecturers  who 
are  dishonest,  resort  to  the  arts  of  jugglery,  deceit  and  fraud,  employ- 
in"  the  physical  force  of  their  own  muscles,  or  machinery,  as  best 
suit  their  purposes.  Such  should  be  dealt  with  as  the  law  directs, 
and  their  dupes  should  be  taken  care  of  by  their  friends. 
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Bohn's  Libraries.  The  "  Life  and  Correspondence  of  John  Foster"  is  omong 
tlie  recent  issues  by  the  publishers  of  these  serial  publications;  as  also,  the 
"Greek  Anthology,  literally  translated  into  prose;"  and  the  "Works  of 
Lord  Bacon,"  &c.    All  on  sale  by  Bangs  &  Bro.,  Park-row,  N.  Y. 

Illustrated  London  Library,  Ingraham,  Cooke  &  Co.  Sold  in  New-York  by 
Bangs  &  Bro.,  Park-row. 

This  series  is  rapidly  multiplying,  and  many  of  the  late  volumes  possess  great 
attraction  to  readers.  The  2d  volume  of  the  Life  of  Wellington  has  appeared 
which  completes  the  work.  The  author  sustains  the  interest  throughout,  by  his 
graphic  exhibition  of  the  character  of  his  illustrious  subject.  Several  of  the 
other  recent  issues  in  this  series  are  of  equal  value,  and  all  are  finished  in  the 
best  style  of  art,  the  printing,  binding  and  engravings  being  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

Dr.  Piper's  edition  of  Maclise's  Surgical  Anatomy.  Boston,  Jewett  &  Co., 
1853. 

The  first  number  has  reached  us,  and  is  very  creditable  to  editor  and  pub- 
lishers.   The  additions  from  Bourgery  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work  to 
students  and  practitioners.    It  is  sold  at  a  low  price,  and  deserves  patronage. 
Dr.  Warrington's  Obstetric  Catechism. 

Barrington  &  Haswell,  of  Philadelphia,  have  brought  out  a  new  edition  of 
this  work,  which  we  take  pleasure  in  recommending  as  among  the  most  practical 
and  useful  books  in  this  department.  Dr.  W.  is  good  authority  as  a  teacher  and 
practitioner.  This  American  book  is  worth  half  the  foreign  works  on  this  sub- 
ject which  are  glutting  the  market. 

Atlas  ok  Pathological  Histology,  by  Dr.  Gottlieb  Gluge  ;  translated  from  the 
German,  by  Joseph  Leidy,  M.D.  With  12  copper-plate  engravings,  contain- 
ing 320  figures,  plain  and  colored.  Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853, 
royal  folio,  pp.  100. 

The  profession  are  under  renewed  obligations  to  the  publishers  of  this  truly 
magnificent  work  for  furnishing  in  an  English  dress,  this  expensive  production 
of  one  of  the  greatest  minds  of  Germany,  on  a  subject  so  novel  and]  important. 
It  has  evidently  cost  the  author  an  immense  expenditure  of  time,  labor  and  re- 
search in  a  field  of  inquiry  hitherto  almost  unexplored,  accomplishing  for 
Pathology  what  others  have  done  for  Physiology  by  Histological  teaching.  The 
materials  are  here  provided  for  comparing  morbid  with  normal  Anatomy,  to  an 
extent  hitherto  inaccessible.  The  translator  has  completed  his  task  iu  a  manner 
Entitling  him  to  the  thanks  of  every  student  in  this  department.  We  commend 
this  volume  as  indispensable  to  every  medical  library. 

Clinical  Phrase  Book,  in  English  and  German.  By  Montgomery  Johns,  M.D. 
Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1853. 

This  is  a  timely  and  useful  publication,  for  American  physicians,  for  the  mul- 
titudes of  our  German  population  are  ever  augmenting,  and  some  knowledge  of 
the  language  is  indispensable  for  intelligible  conversation  with  German  physi- 
cians and  apothecaries.  A  diligent  study  of  this  book  would  be  a  short  and  easy 
method  of  learning  the  German  language  to  an  extent  which  would  render 
American  Physicians  more  acceptable  and  useful  to  their  German  patients.  The 
book  is  throughout  well  adapted  to  this  purpose,  containing  an  English  German, 
and  a  German  English  Pronouncing  Dictionary. 
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Elements  of  Health,  and  Principles  or  Female  Htgeine,  by  B.  J.  Tilt, 
M.D.  &c    Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1853. 

Thin  admirable  work  will  be  hailed  by  the  profession,  and  welcomed  by  the 
enlightened  portion  of  that  sex  for  whose  special  benefit  it  has  been  written, 
nor  can  it  fail  to  be  useful  wherever  it  is  read.  Every  mother,  wife  and 
daughter  in  the  land  needs  just  such  a  manual,  and  if  all  such  would  profit  by  its 
teachings,  we  should  see  a  generation  characterised  by  health  of  mind  and  body, 
disease  and  deformity  being  the  rare  exceptions  and  not  the  general  rule.  Pub- 
lic Hygeine  is  under  obligations  to  physicians  far  more  than  to  all  other  agenU 
of  enlightenment,  and  they  who  like  Dr.  Tilt  instruct  the  people  in  the  laws  of 
health,  and  the  prevention  of  disease,  are  far  more  worthy  of  honor,  than  in 
teaching  any  method  of  cure.  Female  Hygeine  is  a  new  topic,  but  one  as  the 
author  shows,  as  ample  in  its  extent  as  it  is  important  to  the  public  welfare. 
We  only  regret  that  some  of  the  subjects  treated  had  not  been  Americanized, 
and  thus  adapted  to  greater  usefulness  among  our  own  country  women.  Such 
a  man  as  Professor  Meigs  should  be  secured  for  a  second  edition,  which  will  be 
soon  demanded  without  a  doubt. 

The  Piuncipi.es  of  Botany,  as  exemplified  in  the  Cryptogamia,  for  the  use 
of  schools  and  colleges.  By  Harland  Coultas.  Philadelphia,  Lindsey  St 
Blakiston.  1853. 

This  is  a  beautiful  little  epitome  of  Vegetable  Physiology,  illustrated  by  the 
•implest  plants,  and  calculated  to  instruct  and  amuse  the  young  in  the  delightful 
science  of  Botany.  The  typography  and  engravings  are  worthy  of  the  publishers. 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences.    Edited  by  Dr.  Isaac  Hays. 

Philadelphia.  Blanchard  &  Lee,  April,  1853. 

This  classic  among  American  medical  periodicals,  and  of  which  all  our  other 
quarttriies  and  bimonthlies  are  but  slender  imitations,  is  filled  with  original 
and  selected  matter  of  great  practical  importance  in  every  department  of  the 
healing  art.  No  medical  library  is  adequately  furnished  without  a  consecutive  ' 
file  of  this  work,  combining,  as  it  does,  everything  new  and  useful  in  foreign  or 
domestic  intelligence.  We  wish  that  we  had  room  to  transfer  many  of  the 
articles  in  the  present  number  to  our  pages.  But  our  humble  monthly  sheet  is 
only  the  avant  courier  of  its  quarterly  issue.  May  its  editor  and  publishers  live 
m  thousand  years. 
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MEDICAL.  BOOKS. 

rpHE  SUBSCRIBER  KEEPS  CONSTANTLY  ON  HAND  A  SUPPLY  OF  MEDICAL 
A    BOOKS,  which  he  otlers  to  the  Medical  Profession  and  to  Students  at  the  lowest  prices 

fur  cash. 

Among  the  latest  new  works,  and  new  editions  of  former  publications  recently  received, 
ore  the  following. 


Atlas  to  Pathological  Hirtology,  by 
Dr.  G.  Gluge,  translated  from  the  German,  by 
Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.  with  350  figures,  plain  and 
colored  on  12  copperplate  engravings,  1  vol. 
demy  folio. 

Letters  on  Syphilis,  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  the  "Union  Medicate,"  by  P.  II  Ri- 
cord,  with  an  introduction  by  A.  Latour,  1 
vol.  8vo. 

Obstetric  Catechism,  containing  2347 
questions  and  answers  on  Obstetrics  proper, 
by  J.  Warrington,  M.  D.    1  vol  12mo. 

Manual  of  Physiology,  by  W.  S.  Kirkcs. 
M.  D.  assisted  by  James  Paget,  F.R.S.  second 
American,  from  the  second  London  edition- 
1  vol.  12mo. 

Practical  Treatise  ox  Dental  Medi- 
cine, by  T.  E.  Bond,  being  a  Compendium  of 
Medical  Science,  as  connected  with  the  Study 
of  Dental  Surgery.    1  vol.  8vo. 

System  of  Operative  Surgery,  by  Henry 
H.  Smith,  based  upon  the  practice  of  Surgeons 
in  the  United  States,  and  comprising  a  biogra- 
phical index  and  historical  record  of  many  of 
their  operations,  for  a  period  of  200  years. 
Illustrated  with  upward  of  1,000  engravings 
on  steel.  The  whole  forming  one  large  octavo 
volume. 

Lectures  on  General  Pathology,  as  con- 
ducive to  the  establishment  of  Rational  Prin- 
ciples for  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of 
Disease,  by  John  Simon.    1  vol.  8vo. 

Operative  Surgery  Illustrated,  by  R. 
U.  Piper  ;  containing  more  than  nineteen  hun- 


dred engravings  ;  including  200  original,  and 
50  colored  drawings,  with  explanatory  text ; 
also  a  chaptt  r  upon  the  use  of  Ether  in  Sur- 
gery.   1  vol.  8vo. 

E.  Wilson  on  Syphilis,  Constitutional  and 
Hereditary,  and  on  Syphilitic  Eruptions. 
With  colored  plates.    1  vol.  8vo. 

What  to~Observe  at  the  Bedside  and 
after  Death  in  Medical  Cases,  published 
under  the  authority  of  the  London  Medical 
Society  of  Observation. 

Principles  of  Human  Physiology,  By  W 
B.  Carpenter,  with  their  chief  applications  to 
Psychology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  Hy- 
giene and  Forensic  Medicine,  5th  American 
from  the  4th  and  enlarged  London  Edition, 
edited  with  additions  by  Francis  G.  Smith,  M- 
D.    1  vol.  8vo. 

Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the 
Skin,  by  J.  M.  Neligan.    1  vol.  12mo. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  il. 
lustrated  by  316  engravings  on  wood  by  Wm. 
Pirrie,  F.  R.  S.  E.  edited  with  additions,  by 
John  Neill,  M.  D.    1  vol.  8vo. 

System  of  Practical  Surgery,  by  Wm. 
Fergusson,  fourth  American,  from  the  third 
and  enlarged  London  Edition,  with  3!)3  illus- 
trations.   1  vol.  8vo. 

Dictionary  of  Medical  Science,  by  R. 
Dunglison,  tenth  edition,  revised,  to  which  has 
been  added  about  4000  terms,  which  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  previous  editions.  1vol.  8vo. 

Elements  of  Health,  and  Principles 
of  Fe.malf.  Hygine,  by  E.  J.TilL  1  vol.  12mo. 


Orders  accompanied  with  the  money,  will  be  supplied  at  prices  equally  as  low  as  if  the  par- 
ties themselves  were  present  to  select  their  purchases,  and  by  the  recent  postal  arrangement, 
books  con  be  sent  by  Mail  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 
,   Catalogues  gratis  on  application. 

ORVILLE  A.  ROORBACH, 

Ann-street.  New-York. 
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("COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SI.'K 
J  GEONS.  New-York.— The  Faculty  of  (hi 
Institution  have  determined  to  establish  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  instruction  throughout  the. 
year.  They  believe  that  Medical  Students  <  n n 
very  profitably  employ  the  whole  year  in  me- 
dical study  in  the  city  ;  devoting  the  Summer 
to  Clinical  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics, 
together  with  the  study  of  special  subjects, 
eitni  r  not  embraced  in  thosub-graduatecour-e 
or  of  sufficient  importance  lo  demand  full  ela- 
boration ;  and  the  Winter  to  the  ordinary 
didactic  teaching  by  Lectures,  Examinations. 
&c.  With  these  views  they  have,  with  the 
kind  assistance  of  some  of  their  friends,  esta- 
blished a  S|  r  ng  and  Summer  Course  of  In- 
struction on  the  following  plan  : 

1st  CLINICAL  TEACHING.— Three  Clini- 
quos  will  I  e  held  each  week.  On  Monday  the 
Mirgical  Clinique,  so  Ion;;  in  successful  opera- 
tion under  Professor  Parker,  who  will  be  as- 
sisted by  L.  A.  Sayre,  M.  I),  and  linger  (i. 
Perkins,  M.D.  On  Thursday  the  Medical  Cli- 
nique  of  Professor  Watts  who  will  be  assisted 
by  Henry  R.  Baldwin,  M.D.  On  Saturday  a 
Clinique  for  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, hy  Professor  Ciilman,  who  will  be  assist- 
ed by  J.  li.  McGregor,  M  D.  From  these 
Cliniques  those  patients  who  are  not  undc  r 
the  care  of  a  physician  will  be  assigned  to 
members  of  the  cbiss  who  will  carry  out 
during  the  week  the  plan  of  treatment  sug- 
gested by  the  Professor,  and  present  the  pa- 
tient at  the  next  Clinique  day  that  the  whole 
class  may  watch  the  progress  ot  the  case  and 
appreciate  the  effect  of  the  remedies  employed. 
It  is  intended  to  continue  these  Cliniques 
throughout  the  year,  but,  of  course,  mo  e  time 
will  be  devoted  to  them  during  the  spring  and 
summi  r  than  can  be  spared  from  the  lectures 
during  the  winter  sub-graduate  course. 

2d.  LECTURES  ON  SPECIAL  SUBJECTS. 
— Two  lectures  will  be  delivered  on  those  days 
on  which  no  Clinique  is  held.  One  on  Clinique 
days,  as  follows : 

O.N"  ELECTRICITY  AND   GALVANISM,  by  PlO- 

fessor  Ellet,  late  of  Sou'h  Carolina  College. 

On  Insanity,  by  Pliny  Earle,  M.D.  late'of 
Blooiningdale  Asylum. 

On  Uterine  Hemorrhage,  by  Thomas  F. 
Cock,  M.D.  Physician  to  Uellevue  Hospital. 

On  the  Diseases  of  the  Genito  urinary 
Organs,  by  William  Kelly,  M.D.  Physi- 
cian Penetentiary  Hospital. 

On  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  by  Thomas 
F.  Rochester.  M.D.  Physician  to  the  De- 
milt  Dispensary. 

On  the  Anatomy  and  Pathology  of  the 
Eye,  by  Charles  M.  Allin,  M.D.  Surgeon 
N.  Y.  Eye  Infirmary. 

On  Pregnancy  and  Parturition,  by  Geo. 
T.  Elliot,  M.D.  Physician  N.  Y.  Lying  in 
Asylum. 

On  the  Anatomical  Lesions  produced 
by  Alcoholic  Drinks,  bv  John  A.  Lidell, 
M.D. 

On  Botany",  by  Professor  Torrey,  and 
On  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Professor  Clark, 
to  be  illustrated  by  cases  in  Bellevue  Hospital, 
to  which  Institution  all  the  students  will  have 
free  admission.  Professor  Smith  will  also  de- 
liver Clinical  Instruction  in  the  New- York 
Hospital  during  a  part  of  the  season.  Lectures 
will  also  be  given  occasionally  by  Professors 
Watts,  Parker,  and  Gilman,  on  points  con- 
nected with  their  respective  departments. 
TERMS. 

It  is  the  design  of  the  Faculty  to  make  this 


spring  and  summer  course  form  a  part  of  th'-' 
regular  instruction  of  the  Institution.  Th" 
Matriculated  Students  of  the  College  will 
therefore  have  fnc  admission  to  the  whole, 
Lectures  as  well  as  Cliniques. 

The  spring  and  summer  course  will  com- 
mence on  Monday.  March  21st,  and  continue 
f  ourteen  weeks  to  end  of  June.  An  intermis- 
sion of  two  mouths  will  (hen  be  allowed,  and 
the  course  will  be  resumed  in  September,  to 
be  continued  till  the  opening  of  the  regular 
lectures  in  October.  In  this  way  the  whole 
year,  with  only  such  intermission  during  the 
heat  of  summer,  as  is  necessary  for  the  rest 
and  recreation  of  the  Students,  will  be  devot- 
ed to  medical  teaching. 

Crosby-st.  March  1st,  1853. 


TO  DRUGGIS  I'S. — We  invite  attention  to 
our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  P ERKU.M ERY. — Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS.  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhi  re. 

A.  &  .1.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
THE  KEPIIALIA  FOR  T  HE  11  AIR.  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  ftr 
retailing,  and  it  Was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "  For  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J  .Ram- 
sey's Kophalia  is  what  it  professes  wo  be,  a 
nood  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant. 
Wehave  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  b« 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only 
by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  he  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Drug 
gists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala 
baster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  <fc  J.  RAMSEY. 

X 1 S  Greenwich-street,  New-York 


MEDICAL  BOOKS.  The  subscriber  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  all  the 
best  Medical  Books,  embracing  the  latest  Edi- 
tions, which  he  offers  to  the  Medical  profes- 
sion and  to  Students  at  the  lowest  prices. 

Catalogues  can  be  had  gratis,  on  arjplica. 
tion.       O.  A.  ROORBACH,  12  Vesej-street, 
Next  door  to  the  As  tor  House. 


TT  OUSSO, — REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM 
JtV  — DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received 
from  Paris  another  invoice  of  the  valuable 
medicine.  Also,  Pure  Chloroform,  from  the 
celebrated  BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broad' 
way,  2~>0  4th  Avenue.,  aud  2  Park  Row. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE  ADVERTISER. 


TH E  NEW-YORK  PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE. — The  special 
design  of  this  Association  is  to  furnish  to  Me- 
dical Students  the  elements  of  a  complete  and 
scientific  education,  hy  means  of  daily  reci- 
tations and  familiar  demonstrations. 

Each  pupil  of  the  school  Will  have  the  op- 
portunity of  doing  millt  Ids  own  hands,  all  the 
operations  of  Surgery  upon  the  dead  body, 
and  will  beext  rcised  in  Bandaging  and  .Splint- 
ing. He  will  be  taught,  in  the  Private  Labo- 
ratory, to  pi  rform  all  the  chemical  manipula- 
tions necessary  tor  the  detection  of  poisons, 
and  the  analyses  of  eurine  and  othi  r  fluids  ; 
and  will  be  practiced  in  dissection,  the  use  of 
the  microscope,  and  in  making  post-mortem  ex- 
aminations, and  the  comparison  of  Patholug- 
real  with  Normal  Anatomy. 

Each  student  will  aho  be  taught  to  do  for 
himself  all  the  obstetric  operations  upon  the 
model  pelvis  and  dead  foetus,  and  will  be  prac- 
tised in  the  use  of  the  speculum,  toucher  and 
ballottement.  Great  attention  will  be  paid  to 
practical  instruction  in  Auscultation  and  Per- 
cussion. Physiology  will  be  experimentally 
illustrated  by  means  of  vivisections. 

Clinical  cases  will  be  furnished,  and  the 
advanced  students  will  be  urged  to  form  and 
defend  opinions  as  to  the  Diagnosis,  Prognosis, 
and  Thi  rapeutics  of  given  cases,  and  will  be 
exercised  in  the  art  of  reporting  and  analyz- 
ing cases  of  disease. 

The  plan  of  instruction  is  so  arranged  that 
the  whole  groundwork  of  Practical  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  with  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and 
Chemistry,  may  be  advantageously  gone  over 
in  one  year,  by  means  systematic  Text-Books, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  course  of  Specialities 
will  be  followed  with  the  aid  of  Standard 
Monographs,  which  will  require  three  years 
for  its  completion.  The  students  will  have 
the  privilege  of  pursuing  one  or  both  of  these 

The  Peading-Room  will  be  furnished  with 
Periodicals,  Plates,  and  Illustrative  Speci- 
mens ;  and  the  Librarian  will  take  care  that 
the  room  is  available  to  the  pupils  as  a  place 
of  study  during  the  day  and  evening. 

Fcr  further  particulars,  application  may 
be  made  either  to  Dr.  II.  \V.  Brown,  3:1  Mac- 
dougal-strcet :  Dr.  A.  K.  Gardner,  15.1  Woos- 
ter-street;  or  Dr.  C.  F.  Hevwood,  r>l  West 
Sid-street,  New-York  City. 

Teems.— $100  per  annum,  or  £50  each 
term. 

INSTRUCTORS. 

Prof  EnnicK  Paemly-,  M.  D.  Descriptive 
Anatomy. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Dalton,  M.  D.  Physiology  and 
General  Anatomy. 

Prof.  J.  Outram,  Jr.  Chemistry  and  Ma- 
teria Medina. 

A.  K.  Gardner,  M.  D.  Midwifery  and  dis- 
eases ot  Women. 

Henry  Weeks  Brown,  M.  D.  Principles 
and  Practice  oi  Surgery. 

C.  F.  Hevwood,  M.  D.  General  and  Spe- 
cial Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence. 

0*°  Apply  at  the  Rooms,  809  Broadway, 
•ver  Dr.  Coggeshall's  drug  store. 
New- York,  February  1,  1853. 


C1ASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— 
''There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  in  this  Institution  ;  the  Spring  Ses- 
sio?i  commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in 
February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August  Each  course 
will  continue  four  months,  under  the  direction 
of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  Obstetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try, and  Natural  History. 

William  Sweetseh,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery. 

William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Course  of  Lectures, 
$50.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  lull 
Courses  at  othir  Medical  Colleges,  $10.  Ma- 
triculation, $5.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  in- 
cluding the  expenses  of  room,  fuel,  and  lights, 
can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses  at  lrom 
$1,75  to  $2,50  per  week 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via 
White  Hall,  and  lrom  Boston  and  Burlington 
via  Rutland,  bv  Railroads. 

E.  ,S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
Castleton,  Vt.,  January,  1853. 

GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — Spring 
Course,  1853. — The  Nineteenth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March, 
1853,  and  continue  10  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  ot  Surgery. 

George  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry and  Phatmacy. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D„  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

George'  W.  Field,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  and  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment.  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $C2  :  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5 ;  Gra- 
duation, $20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  linhts,  etc.,  $2  per 
week.  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION  in  Physio- 
logy  and  General  Pathology, — Illus- 
trated by  the  Microscope — consisting  of  daily 
recitations  and  lectures — will  be  commenced 
hy  the  undersigned,  on  the  23d  of  May ;  and  will 
continue  nine  weeks.  Text-books,  Carpenter's 
Elements  of  Physiology  and  Physiological 
Anatomy  ;  and  Stille's  General  Pathology." 

Terms — for  the  course  $12;  any  purt  there- 
of, $1.50  per  week.        E.  R.  PEASLEE,  M.D. 
Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Gen.  Pathology, 
N.  Y.  Medical  College. 
Hanover.  N.  II.  (Dart.  College)  April.  1853 
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QMI'i'H'6  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  COM- 
OpLHTE:— LIPPIHCOTT,  GRAMBO  &  Co. 
No.  14  North  F  .ur;h-street.  Philadelphia,  have 
just  published,  A  System  of  Operative  Snrgi  ry, 
based  upon  tlie  practise  of  surgeons  in  the 
United  states,  and  Comprising  a  biographical 
index  and  historical  record  of  many  of  their 
operations  tor  a  period  of  200  years.  By 
Henry  11.  Smith,  M.  D.  Illustrated  with  up- 
wards of  10UU  Engravings  on  Steel.  The 
whole  forming  one  Urge  octavo  volume. 

CON  IE  NTS. 

Parts  1  and  2 — General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, as  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 
Face. 

Part  3 — Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 

Part  4 — Up!  rations  upon  the  genitourinary 
or.'ans  of  the  Male  and  Female. 

Part  5 — Operations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties 

A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  ia  at- 
tached t»  each  Part. 

j_;§pThe  Plates  will  be  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  S7  51)  tinted — $15 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  Bache.    Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  Wool's  Pradtiee  of  Medicine.  2  vols. 
8vo  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutics. 
1  v.  8o.  For  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 


HOOD  &  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS. — This 
instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "the 
natural  processes."  by  which  the  cure  isetfect- 
ed.  Tins  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera  back  into 
the  cavity.  Then,  understanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  through 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos-  I 
lire  of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions  j 
essential  to  the  cure.  Whrre  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available — all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — and 
contrast  them  with  the  indications  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  surti  rings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  and  as  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle — as  surgeons  afe 
not  blacksmiths,  and  blacksmiths  not  surgeons 
— and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 
character,  wc  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument,  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  determine  the  bandase  necessary  to  their 
case. — For  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  H. 
(i EM3BIG,  43  South  Eighth-street,  Philadel- 
phia, or  J.  M.  SANDERSON.  3  liarebvy-st,  N.Y. 
Also,  Asrcnt  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limb;. 


o  I  (l  II  T  ,  RESTORED  —The  subscribers 
have  invented  and  patented  a  simple  in- 
strument, by  which  the  eight  may  be  pre- 
served through  life  without  the  use  of  glasses, 
or  it  may  be  r  stored  afu  r  the  glasses  have 
been  used  for  years.  This  wonderful  elicit 
is  produced  without  pain  or  danger  of  injury 
by  an  instrument  philosophically  constructed, 
by  which  the  cornea  of  the  eye  is  restored  to 
its  original  convex  form — d'-cline  of  sight 
being  caused,  us  is  well  known,  by  the  flatten- 
ing or  depression  of  the  cornea. 

The  cups  are  recommended  by  the  most 
eminent  physicians  and  OCCUlistV.  Many  let- 
ters of  a  like  import  to  the  fallowing  can  be 
seen  at  our  oflice  100  Warren-street 

Trenton,  Sept.  15, 1852. 
Deau  Sir: — I  feel  it  a  duty  incumbent 
upon  me  to  give  publicity  to  the  effects  pro- 
duced upon  my  sight  by  the  use  of  J.  Ball 
&  Co.'s  Eye  Cups.  My  eyes  were  in  a 
very  weak  state  (rom  my  youth  up,  and  I 
have  been  compelled  to  use  glasses  for  eight 
years,  and  I  could  not  read  or  write  without 
their  aid  ;  but  1  am  now  happy  to  say,  that  af- 
ter using  the  Eye  Cups  according  to  directions 
for  three  weeks,  my  sight  is  completely  re- 
stored, and  I  can  now  read  the  smallest  print, 
and  write  my  usual  hand,  without  my  glasses. 
And  my  sight  is  as  good  as  it  ever  was,  and  I 
would  cheei  fully  recommend  the  Eye  Cups 
to  the  public.  ISAIAH  LANING. 

We,  the  undi  r-igned.  certify  to  the  good 
character  and  standing  for  veracity,  of  Isaiah 
Liming,  of  the  city  of  Trenton. 
Geo.  F.  Bbown, 

pastor  of  Green  St.  M.  E.  Church,  Trenton. 
John  R.  Tuckeb, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Trenton. 
C.  C.  Yard,  Win.  P.  Sherman.  ' 

Wc  will  forward  the  Cups  to  any  person 
by  mail  on  the  receipt  of  $0.  Agents  wanted 
in  all  the  towns  and  cities  in  the  Union.  Ap- 
ply, by  letter,  post-paid,  to    J.  BALL,  &.  Co. 

100  Nass  m-sireet. 

Shortly  will  be  published,  in  8vo. 
with  140  illustrations. 

/VN  DEFORMITIES  ofthellUMAN  FRAME; 

including  their  treatment  both  with  and 
without  Surgical  Operation  :  being  a  Course 
of  Lectures  delivered  at  the  RoyalOrthopa;dic 
Hospital  in  1843.  With  Notes  and  Additions  to 
the  Present  Time.  By  W.  .1.  Little.  M.  D., 
Physician  to  the  London  Hospital  .  Founder 
of  the  Royal  Orthopa.-dic  Hospital,  &c. 

CONTENTS. 

Parti.  On  the  Pathology  of  Deformities  in 
general;  Objects  of,  and  Means  used 
in,  Orthoptedy. 

"  2.  Deformities  from  Accidents,  Inflamma- 
tion, Rheumatism,  and  Scrofula. 

"  3.  Contractions  from  Spasm,  Paralysis, 
Burns,  Diseased  Fasciie,  Retention  of 
Parts  in  One  Position. 

"  4.  Deformities  from  Rickets  and  Debility. 

"  5.  Congenital  Distortions  and  Malforma- 
tions. 

"   fi.  Deformities  of  the  Spinal  Column. 
"  7.  On  Relapsed  and  Neglected  Cases. 
London  :  Longmann.  Brown,  Green,  and 
Longmans. 
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NOTICE. 

The  Publication  of  this  Journal  is  removed  to  No.  852 
Broadway,  near  Union  square. 

ANNUAL   MEETING   OF  THE 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION  IN  NEW-YORK. 

This  learned  body  assembled  in  this  city,  May  3rd,  1853,  and 
adjourned  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  after  a  session  of  three  days. 
The  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Reception  of  the  Delegates,  had 
performed  the  task  allotted  them,  and  the  Profession  of  New- York 
had  liberally  responded  to  their  call  for  voluntary  contributions, 
whereby  they  were  enabled  to  make  preparations  for  extending  to 
the  brethren  from  abroad  a  generous  hospitality  worthy  of  our  city. 
Each  day  was  diligently  occupied  with  the  business  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  the  evenings  were  devoted  to  the  entertainment  of  the  dele- 
gates, permanent  members,  and  honorary  visitors,  at  the  houses  of 
numerous  physicians,  and  at  the  residences  of  some  of  our  distinguished 
citizens.  Among  the  latter,  were  ex-Governor  Fish,  and  ex-Mayor 
Kingsland,  while  Drs.  J.  Wood,  Parker,  Cammann,  J.  R.  Wood, 
Delafield,  Anderson,  Detmold,  Taylor,  Cheesman,  Watson,  Green, 
and  Sayre,  severally  extended  private  hospitality  to  the  whole 
Convention. 

On  Thursday  evening,  the  Anniversary  Dinner  was  provided  by 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements  in  the  Metropolitan  Hall,  where 
more  than  seven  hundred  physicians,  with  numerous  invited  guests, 
sat  down  to  a  bountiful  table,  covered  with  all  the  substantials 
elegancies,  and  luxuries  of  New- York.  Professor  Willard  Parker, 
presided,  and  after  a  blessing  being  invoked  by  Rev.  Dr.  Krebs,  he 
welcomed  the  Convention  to  New- York  in  a  brief  but  spirit-stirring 
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address,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Profession  promised  them  all  the  good 
things  which  our  city  could  furnish.  A  full  band  discoursed  eloquent 
music,  and  the  galleries  were  filled  with  the  beauty  and  fashion  of 
New- York,  including  the  ladies  introduced  by  the  delegates. 

The  repast  having  been  concluded,  and  which  certainly  was  equal 
in  variety,  richness  and  costliness,  to  any  public  dinner  ever  witnessed 
among  us,  the  Toast-masters  announced  the  regular  sentiments  which 
had  been  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  which  called  forth  the  thril- 
ling eloquence  of  many  of  the  guests.  The  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, Dr.  Knight,  made  a  most  happy  speech ; — Rev.  Dr.  Osgood  fol- 
lowed in  his  best  style, — Hon.  Judge  Oakley,  Dr.  Francis,  Dr.  Well- 
ford,  late  President,  Dr.  Holmes,  the  Boston  poet,  Professor  Mitchell 
of  Philadelphia,  Professor  Bond  of  Baltimore,  Professor  Johnson  of 
Missouri,  and  a  great  number  of  other  gentlemen  from  various  and 
distant  parts  of  the  country,  all  contributed  to  enliven  the  occasion 
by  short  and  excellent  speeches,  prolonging  the  entertainment  until  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning.  And  it  was  gratifying  to  observe  that 
notwithstanding  the  profusion  of  wines  upon  the  table  had  awakened 
the  apprehensions  of  some,  to  the- contrary,  no  instance  of  intemper- 
ance was  visible,  which  led  one  of  the  humorous  fraternity  to  supply 
the  lack  of  noise  looked  for  on  such  occasions,  by  feigning  the  sem- 
blance of  an  excitement  he  had  scrupulously  avoided  ;  but  though  he 
acted  well  his  part  for  a  few  moments,  yet  he  could  not  prolong  his 
seeming,  after  having  contributed  to  the  general  amusement  by  a  few 
harmless  pranks.  Nothing  occurred  to  mar  the  general  harmony  and 
innocent  mirthfulness  of  this  festive  occasion,  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
and  agreeable  re-unions,  in  the  opinion  of  all  present,  which  had  ever 
been  enjoyed.  How  much  was  due  to  the  bright  eyes  and  luminous 
faces  which  shone  down  upon  the  scene  from  the  galleries,  for  the 
happy  avoidance  of  excess,  it  would  be  presumption  to  say,  but  this 
presence  was  doubtless  salutary. 

On  the  following  day  all  of  the  Convention  who  could  remain,  ac- 
companied the  Committee  of  Arrangements  on  a  steamboat  excursion 
to  the  hospitals  and  other  public  institutions  on  the  neighboring  Islands. 
Would  that  all  had  remained,  and  escaped  the  sad  and  fatal  casualty 
or  rather  wholesale  murder,  at  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  of  which  so 
many  of  our  brethren  were  the  victims,  and  from  which  so  many 
more  were  miraculously  preserved,  though  exposed  to  the  calamity, 
by  having  been  in  that  ill-fated  train  of  the  New  Haven  Rail-road. 
"  Lo !  let  that  day  be  solitary,  and  let  no  joyful  voice  be  heard  therein." 

Our  brethren  of  the  Convention,  who  met  a  violent  death  by 
drowning  and  crushing,  while  hastening  home  to  their  families  and 
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friends,  were  among  the  brightest  and  best  of  our  number,  and  we 
"  sorrow  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope,"  though  the  whole  Profes- 
sion is  in  mourning  over  this  inexcusable  and  melancholy  catastrophe. 
Dr.  Bartlett  of  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  Pierson,  Dwight,  Gray,  Wil- 
marth  and  Smith  of  Massaehusets,  Drs.  Welch  and  Beach  of  Connec- 
ticut, are  among  the  dead,  having  only  left  us  a  few  hours.  Several 
others  of  our  number  are  among  the  injured  by  this  terrible  disaster, 
from  which  a  few  escaped  unharmed  through  a  marvellous  Providence. 
But  for  the  steamboat  excursion,  which  detained  many  of  our  brethren 
from  New  England  here,  a  hundred  or  more  of  the  Convention  would 
probably  have  perished. 

Several  of  the  victims  named  have  left  families,  whose  loss  is  irre- 
parable, while  the  bereavement  falls  heavily  upon  the  communities 
among  whom  they  lived,  blessing  and  being  blessed.  May  "  He  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb"  sustain  the  widows  and  orphans 
thus  suddenly  made  such  by  this  awful  infliction,  and  may  we  all  pro- 
fit by  the  solemn  lesson  so  mysteriously  taught.  Our  head  and  heart 
alike  shrink  from  the  detail  of  the  business  transactions  of  the  Con- 
vention, until  time  shall  fulfill  its  destined  work  in  healing  the  wounded 
spirit,  and  fortifying  us  to  resume  the  subjects  which  now  appear  to 
be  "  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit."  Surely  all  of  earth  is  vanity, 
while  overwhelmed  beneath  this  fearful  catastrophe. 

Our  correspondents  must  excuse  us  from  any  allusion  to  the  humi- 
liating altercations  of  certain  New- York  Doctors  on  Blackwell's  Island, 
which  for  the  sake  of  certain  parties,  we  would  fain  bury  in  perpetual 
oblivion.  Strange,  indeed,  that  on  such  an  occasion  any  provocation 
or  insult  should  have  been  offered,  which  provoked  an  assault  such 
as  the  newspapers  chronicle ;  and  still  stranger,  that  any  publicity 
should  have  been  given  to  a  private  quarrel  by  a  ridiculous  appeal 
for  protection  to  the  authorities  of  the  Island,  much  less  that  the 
members  of  the  Convention  should  have  been  called  upon  to  resent  a 
private  and  personal  grievance.  The  least  said  on  the  subject  by  cer- 
tain parties  concerned,  the  better  for  themselves  and  the  Profession. 
Let  the  funeral  pall  which  has  been  thrown  over  us  collectively  be  the 
signal  for  "  burying  the  hatchet "  of  controversy,  and  let  the  voice  of 
peace  be  henceforth  heard  in  all  our  borders. 


[We  have  been  indebted  to  an  eminent  medical  gentleman  of  this 
city  for  the  following  brief  sketch,  which  reached  us  too  late  for  any 
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additions  from  the  Editor,  which  though  suggested,  are  happily 
uncalled  for.    Our  kind  contributor  has  our  thanks.] 

BIOGRAPHY  OF  PROFESSOR  STEVENS. 

Dr.  Stevens  was  born  in  this  city  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1789. 
His  father,  the  late  Gen.  Ebenezer  Stevens,  was  long  distinguished  here 
as  one  of  our  most  influential  citizens,  and  as  a  man  of  great  public  spirit. 
In  his  youth  Gen.  Stevens  is  known  to  have  participated  in  that  heroic 
action  which  first  awakened  the  wrath  of  the  British  authorities  at 
Boston :  he  was  one  of  the  immortal  tea  party.  The  danger  to  which 
all  who  had  any  hand  in  that  affair  were  subsequently  exposed  in 
Boston,  induced  him,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  his  friend,  Mr. 
Otis,  to  remove  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  After  that  event,  and 
upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,  he  raised  a  company  of 
volunteers,  and  marched  during  the  winter  of  1775  to  the  relief  of  the 
lamented  Montgomery  at  Quebec.  But  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  the 
American  Army  before  that  city,  he  turned  oflf  with  his  corps  of 
volunteers,  to  Ticonderoga,  which  they  reached  after  incredible  expo- 
sure and  suffering.  With  such  of  his  companions  as  survived  he 
directly  afterwards  joined  the  American  Army  under  Sullivan  and 
Gates  at  Saratoga ;  continued  afterwards  with  the  regular  army  during 
the  whole  of  the  war,  and  had  command  of  the  artillery  at  storming 
of  Yorktown,  the  action  which  put  a  close  to  the  war ; — so  that  he 
may  fairly  be  said  to  have  been  from  the  first  to  last  among  that  noble 
band  which  gave  independence  to  America.  As  a  soldier,  as  well  as 
citizen,  General  Stevens  was  distinguished  for  sleepless  vigilance  and 
indomitable  energy. 

The  Doctor's  mother  was  a  daughter  of  John  Ledyard  of  Hart- 
ford, the  grandfather  of  Austin  L.  Talcott,  late  Attorney  General  of 
this  State,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  that  have  ever  appeared  at  the 
Bar ; — also  of  John  Ledyard,  the  celebrated  traveller. 

Dr.  Stevens  at  an  early  age  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
John  Adams,  then  of  Connecticut — a  classical  teacher  of  great  repute, 
and  father  of  the  eloquent  divine,  Dr.  William  Adams,  at  present  of 
this  city.  After  having  pursued  his  classical  studies  for  some  time 
under  this  able  instructor,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  entered  Yale  Col- 
lege at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  after  completing  his  literary  course,  he 
received  his  baccalaureate  at  that  institution  in  the  year  1807. 

His  medical  preceptor  was  Dr.  Edward  Miller  of  this  city,  one  of 
the  brightest  luminaries,  of  the  Profession,  of  this  country — physician 
to  the  New-York  Hospital,  and  principal  conductor  of  our  earliest 
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periodica],  the  Medical  Repository.  Dr.  Miller  had  formed  a  high 
opinion  of  the  merits  of  his  pupil,  and  had  intended  to  receive  him 
into  partnership.  But  the  death  of  this  distinguished  man  in  1811 
prevented  this  proposed  arrangement. 

Dr.  Stevens  received  his  medical  degree  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  thesis  which  he  submitted  for  examination  on 
that  occasion,  had  for  its  subject  the  proximate  cause  of  Inflammation. 
This  essay  was  highly  commended,  as  an  original  production,  by  Dr. 
Rush.  It  subsequently  appeared,  if  I  remember  rightly,  in  the 
Medical  Repository ;  and  in  this  essay  we  find  the  first  notion  of 
what  was  afterwards  known  as  Hastings'  and  Wilson  Philips'  doc- 
trine of  Inflammation. 

After  his  graduation  Dr.  Stevens  visited  the  schools  of  Europe, 
spending  a  year  at  the  school  of  St.  Thomas's  and  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospitals,  at  the  one  under  the  public  instruction  of  Astley  Cooper, 
and  at  the  other  under  that  of  Abernethy.  He  then  visited  Pari?, 
and  passed  nearly  a  year  in  attendance  upon  the  practice  and  lectures 
of  Boyer  at  La  Charite,  and  of  Larey  at  Val-de-Grace.  Returning 
home  after  the  declaration  of  the  war  of  1812,  he  was  captured ;  but 
on  being  released,  and  again  restored  to  his  native  country,  he  was  at 
once  commissioned  as  Surgeon  to  the  Sea  Fencibles,  a  body  of 
men  mostly  marines,  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  port  and  city  of 
New- York. 

In  the  winter  of  1814,  having  in  the  meanwhile  married  Miss 
Bayard  of  New  Jersey,  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Surgery  in 
Rutger's  College,  in  connection  with  Drs.  Archibald  Bruce,  John 
Watts,  Robert  Bayard,  and  the  present  Dr.  Thomas  Cock.  It  was 
during  this  early  period  of  his  career  as  a  Surgeon,  that  Dr.  Stevens 
prepared  his  condensation  of  the  elaborate  work  on  Surgery  by  his 
former  preceptor,  Baron  Boyer.  This  condensed  translation  of  Buyer's 
Surgery,  was  in  two  octavo  volumes,  and  though  it  never  underwent 
a  second  edition,  was  a  most  useful  and  acceptable  work  at  the  period 
of  its  publication.  At  the  present  day  it  is  still  well  known  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  perusing  the  past  literature  of  the  Profession ;  and 
to  such  it  is  occasionally  a  subject  of  regret  that  this  early  work  is 
now  almost  inaccessible. 

In  the  year  1818,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  Dr. 
Stevens  was  elected  a  Surgeon  of  the  New- York  Hospital,  a  post 
which  he  continued  to  fill  with  distinguished  ability  up  to  1839.  The 
Governors  of  the  Hospital  immediately  afterwards  promoted  him  to 
the  rank  of  Consulting  Surgeon — a  position  for  the  most  part  impos- 
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ing  no  further  professional  services  upon  him  than  an  occasional  visit 
of  advice  or  supervision,  and  which  he  still  continues  to  occupy. 

On  the  re-organization  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
in  1825,  Dr.  Stevens  was  appointed  Professor  of  Surgery  to  that 
Institution,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  till  the  year  1838, 
when  from  the  pressure  of  private  business  and  from  impaired  health, 
he  was  induced  to  resign.  He  soon  afterwards  received  from  the 
Regents  the  honorary  distinction  of  Emeritus  Professor;  and  again, 
on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  John  Augustine  Smith,  he  was  called  upon 
to  occupy  the  Presidency  of  that  Institution.  He  still  fulfils  the 
duties  of  this  office,  and  has  ever  at  heart  the  prosperity,  usefulness, 
and  honorable  standing  of  the  school  over  which  he  has  the  honor  to 
preside,  interesting  himself  not  only  in  its  pecuniary  affairs,  and  the 
proper  arrangement  of  the  course  and  style  of  teaching,  but  lecturing 
occasionally  himself  on  some  of  his  more  favorite  topics,  to  the  grati- 
fication and  advantage  of  practitioners  as  well  as  students,  who  delight 
to  assemble  around  him  on  such  occasions. 

About  the  time  of  retiring  from  his  Professorship  in  this  College, 
Dr.  Stevens  gave  up  a  very  extensive  family  practice,  and  for  six  or 
eight  years  confined  himself  entirely  to  consultations.  But  ill  health 
requiring  him  gradually  to  withdraw  from  practice,  he  has  for  the 
past  few  years  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time  at  his  country  seat 
in  the  vicinity  of  the.  city,  on  the  borders  of  the  East  River,  and  there 
devotes  much  of  his  attention  to  horticulture. 

Dr.  Stevens  has  ever  held  to  the  study  and  practice  of  the  Profes- 
sion as  a  unit;  and  has  been  quite  as  much  distinguished  for  his  pene- 
tration and  judgment  as  a  physician,  as  for  his  skill  and  unfailing 
resources  as  a  surgeon.  The  habits  which  gradually  grew  out  of  im- 
paired health,  may  have,  of  late  years,  given  him  that  waywardness 
of  feeling  which  in  some  measure  disinclines  him  from  following  out 
the  details  of  a  protracted  case ;  but  for  quickness  of  perception,  and 
that  professional  acumen,  which  enables  him  to  seize  at  once  upon  the 
prominent  points  of  a  easel)  and  the  indications  for  its  cure,  he  has  few 
or  no  superiors.  The  reasons  which  have  rendered  the  daily  round 
of  professional  practice  irksome  to  him,  have  also  influenced  his  course 
as  a  Professor,  but  as  a  clinical  teacher  his  style  is  most  impressive, 
always  sententious,  dwelling  only  upon  such  points  and  topics  as  are 
most  worthy  of  attention — and  consequently  most  acceptable  and 
instructive  to  those  who  listen  to  him. 

As  an  operating  surgeon  he  has  ever  been  distinguished  for  imper- 
turbable command  of  himself,  and  for  his  ingenuity  and  unfailing 
resources  in  emergencies.   Many  of  his  operations  were  original,  and 
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some  of  thorn  stand  permanently  recorded  in  the  annals  of  American 
Surgery.  As  a  consulting  physician  and  surgeon,  whether  in  public 
or  private  practice,  his  opinions,  among  those  who  know  him  best,  are 
never  disregarded.  As  a  writer,  although  he  has  done  considerable, 
he  has,  since  the  publication  of  his  edition  of  Boyer's  Surgery,  hardly 
done  justice  to  himself.  Most  of  his  publications  have  been  short 
reports  of  practice,  and  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  perio- 
dical literature  of  this  city.  Many  of  the  facts  detailed  in  these  arti- 
cles, are  of  permanent  interest  ;  and  Dr.  S.  could  not  confer  a  greater 
favor  upon  the  Profession  than  by  revising  these,  and  publishing  them 
in  a  permanent  form,  in  connection  with  such  others  as  he  might  at 
the  present  day  associate  them.  Shortly  prior  to  resigning  his  posi- 
tion as  Attending  Surgeon  to  the  New-York  Hospital,  he  commenced 
a  series  of  papers  on  Clinical  Surgery.  These  were  at  the  time  well 
received,  and  should  be  again  collected  and  re-published  with  additions. 
Several  also  of  his  published  addresses,  and  especially  his  inaugural 
address  as  President  of  the  New-York  State  Medical  Society,  were 
received  with  much  attention. 

As  a  public  man,  Dr.  Stevens  was  among  the  projectors  of  the 
society  for  preparing  the  American  Pharmacopeia  for  its  periodical 
version;  and  one  of  the  first  to  recommend  the  organization  of  the 
New-York  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  has  been  a  strenuous  advocate 
for  upholding  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Profession,  and  for  pro- 
moting harmony  and  concert  of  action  amongst  those  who  are  devoted 
to  it.  No  man  among  us  has  done  more  than  he  to  advance  the 
cause  of  medical  education.  The  estimation  in  which  he  has  been 
ever  held  by  his  professional  brethren,  is  manifested  in  the  numerous 
honors  that  have  been  conferred  upon  him ;  among  which  were  the 
Presidency  of  the  New-York  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  of  the  New- 
York  State  Medical  Society ;  but  the  highest  of  these  in  his  own  esti- 
mation was  his  election  to  the  Presidency  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  a  post  conferred  upon  him  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in 
Baltimore  in  1848.  Academic  honors  could  of  course  have,  of  late 
years,  added  but  little  to  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  the 
Profession  in  every  part  of  the  country;  but  it  is  only  proper  to  add 
that  after  fulfilling  the  duties  of  President  of  the  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety, the  degree  of  L.  L.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Regents 
of  the  University  of  this  State. 
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HEMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  FUNIS. 

Having  occasion,  not  long  since,  to  attend  a  parturient  case  on  the 
west  side  of  the  City,  after  detaching  the  foetus,  securing  the  cord, 
bandaging  the  woman,  abstracting  the  placenta,  and,  as  is  my  custom, 
taking  a  look  at  the  child  before  leaving  to  see  if  all  was  right,  found 
the  under  clothes  saturated  with  blood.  On  investigation  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  the  blood  emanating  from  two  small  orifices  in  the 
funis  not  larger  than  pin  holes,  within  the  eighth  of  an  inch  of  each 
other,  md  about  twice  that  length  from  the  abdominal  surface ;  the 
cord  having  been  previously  ligatured  for  security  in  two  places,  I 
was  obliged  to  apply  a  third  one  below  the  points  of  hemorrhage 
bordering  on  the  umb  licus,  which  stopped  all  further  flow,  and  the 
separation  took  place  without  any  difficulty  or  trouble  within  the 
week. 

It  struck  me  while  dividing  the  communication  between  the 
mother  and  child,  that  it  was  rather  shorter  than  usual,  but  did  not 
think  more  about  it  until  searching  for  the  cause.  I  was  inclined  to 
think,  perhaps,  in  removing  the  child  to  apply  the  ligature,  the  funis 
might  have  been  stretched,  producing  a  break  in  its  coats.  I  also 
noticed  in  extracting  the  placenta  that  it  was  inclined  to  give  way  like  a 
rotten  sponge,  making  it  necessary  to  abstract  it  with  the  palm  of  the 
hand  to  prevent  any  being  left ;  an  hour-glass  contraction  and  atony 
preventing  its  delivery  without  interference. 

Had  I  not  discovered  the  bleeding  in  time,  the  child  might  have 
bled  to  death ;  and,  of  course,  would  have  been  charged  to  the 
Doctor's  carelessness  in  tying  the  string. 

Walter  O'Reilly,  M.D. 


CAUTERIZATION  0  F  THE  LARYNX  IN  EPILEPSY. 

By  B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.D. — Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Children  in  the  New-York  Medical  College. 

Mrs.  M — .  aged  2G,  a  brunette  of  full  habit,  was  married  at  the 
age  of  19.  Fourteen  months  after  her  marriage  she  gave  birth  to  a 
male  child,  which  died  at  the  age  of  six  months,  of  croup.  Eight 
months  after  she  miscarried  with,  as  was  supposed,  a  four  months 
foetus.  Up  to  this  time  her  general  health  had  always  been  good. 
She  had  never  been  subject  to  any  irregularities  of  the  uterine  func- 
tions, or  to  leucorrhcea.  But  after  her  miscarriage,  menstruation  be- 
came painful  and  scanty,  and  in  the  intervals  she  had  a  constant  leu- 
corrhcea. Five  months  after,  at  the  termination  of  a  menstrual  period, 
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she  had  an  attack  of  Epilepsy.   At  the  second  succeeding  menstrual 
period  she  had  another,  also  at  the  close  of  the  period,  and  these 
attacks  continued  to  recur  with  each  cessation  of  the  catamenial 
discharge.    Subsequently,  but  as  her  husband  and  mother  believe, 
more  than  a  year  from  the  time  of  the  first  attack,  the  Epilep- 
tic seizures  increased  in  frequency  to  such  an  extent,  that  she  often 
had  several  a  day,  but  they  never  occurred  except  at  the  time  of, 
or  two  or  three,  never  more  than  three  days  preceding  or  follow- 
ing menstruation.    For  two  or  three  years  past  this  period  had  also 
been  marked  by  a  great  change  of  character  and  disposition.  Natu- 
rally amiable  and  affectionate,  and  still  so  except  at  these  times,  the 
approach  of  the  catamenia  was  always  known  by  the  moral  manifes- 
tations.  She  became  irascible,  jealous,  always  suspecting  intentional 
insult  and  injury,  particularly  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  most 
closely  allied  to  her.    I  also  learned  from  her  husband  that  at  this 
time  there  was  a  marked  exaltation  of  the  sexual  appetite,  but  its  in- 
dulgence invariably  induced  vomiting,  followed  by  an  epileptic  seizure. 
Holding  a  social  position  of  high  respectability,  her  family  and  her- 
self were  equally  sensitive  in  regard  to  exposure  of  her  condition, 
and  she  therefore  secluded  herself  in  her  own  room,  seeing  only  her 
husband,  her  mother,  her  physician,  and  an  old  nurse,  who  had  been 
in  the  family  for  many  years  during  the  epileptic  period,  until  she 
felt,  as  she  expressed  it,  "  all  right."   Her  physician,  who  had  attended 
her  family  almost  from  her  infancy,  being  about  to  leave  for  Europe, 
I  was  called  to  see  her  in  March,  1852,  on  account  of  her  uterine 
symptoms  which  had  latterly  become  very  severe.  The  dysmenorrhea 
was  so  severe  that  each  menstrual  period  she  was  accustomed  to  take 
from  six  to  eight  ounces  of  Dewees'  Camphor  Julep,  and  several 
times  her  husband  had,  on  his  own  responsibility,  administered 
Chloroform.   It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  detail  the  general  symptoms 
of  uterine  disease,  which  I  learned  on  my  first  visit.   Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  on  a  physical  examination,  I  found  the  cervix  greatly  hypertro- 
phic], ulcerated  and  indurated,  and  engorgement  to  an  extent  that  I 
have  rarely  met  with,  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  uterus  itself.  In- 
deed so  firmly  packed  in  the  pelvic  cavity  was  the  uterus,  so  marked 
was  the  induration,  and  so  large  fungous  and  ready  to  bleed  were  the 
ulcerations,  that  I  was  almost  ready  to  diagnose  malignant  disease, 
particularly  as  both  the  nurse  and  the  patient  herself  alledged  that 
the  vaginal  discharge  frequently  had  a  fetid  odour.    But  I  was  never 
able  to  perceive  this. 

As  it  is  no  part  of  my  object  to  relate  the  uterine  history  of  this 
case,  I  will  only  say  that  by  deep  cauterizations  with  the  potassa 
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fusa,  and  other  appropriate  treatment,  the  uterine  disease  was  per- 
fectly cured  in  the  middle  of  June.    Menstruation  came  on  the  3rd 
of  July,  was  sufficiently  abundant,  and  continued  five  days  without 
the  least  pain.    She  had  one  epileptic  attack  July  1st,  two  on  the 
2nd,  and  two  every  day  until  the  9th,  but  it  was  thought  by  the 
family  that  they  were  less  severe  than  before,  and  her  "frame  of 
mind  "  generally  was  much  happier.    July  20th  she  went  with  the 
other  members  of  the  family  to  Newport.    Epilepsy  supervened  on 
the  29th,  and  her  condition,  so  far  as  these  attacks  and  their  associated 
phenomena,  was  never  worse,  as  her  husband  asserts,  from  this  time 
to  August  7th.    The  catamenia  appeared  on  the  1st,  lasting  five  days 
abundant,  entirely  without  pain.    She  returned  to  this  city  the  25th 
of  August.    Her  history  from  this  time  to  the  latter  part  of  November 
may  be  comprised  in  a  few  words.    Menstruation  invariably  com- 
menced from  the  1st  to  the  4th  of  each  month,  as  invariably  lasted 
five  days,  which  was  the  usual  term  in  early  life,  and  was  abundant 
and  without  pain.    In  the  intervals  there  was  no  leucorrhcea  or  any 
other  symptoms  of  uterine  trouble.    In  September  she  complained  of 
some  pain  in  the  left  groin,  extending  down  the  leg.    This  entirely 
disappeared  after  three  applications  of  the  Cantharidal  Collodion.  But 
the  epileptic  seizures  were  as  frequent  and  recurred  at  the  same 
relative  time  as  before.    During  this  period  I  endeavoured  to  cure 
the  epilepsy  by  a  constitutional  treatment.    She  took  successively, 
and  in  full  doses,  the  Sulphate  of  Zinc,  the  Valerianate  of  Quinine, 
the  Valerianate  and  the  Oxide  of  Zinc,  but  apparently  without  the 
least  benefit.    November  27th  I  was  induced,  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
surprising  results  already  obtained  in  the  case  detailed  by  Professor 
Green  in  the  March  number  of  this  Journal,  to  try  the  effects  of  the 
topical  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  larynx.    The  sponge 
saturated  with  a  solution  of  sixty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  was 
passed  deep  into  the  larynx,  and  1  was  struck  with  the  absence  of  the 
ordinary  sensibility  of  the  parts.    No  irritation  or  spasm  followed. 
The  application  was  made  every  day  until  December  10th.  The 
catamenia  appeared  on  the  2d,  and  continued  until  the  7th.  She 
had  no  attack  of  epilepsy,  and  there  was  entire  absence  of  the  usual 
moral  phenomena.    She  was  cheerful  and  happy,  in  fact  quite  a  dif- 
ferent being  from  what  she  was  ordinarily  at  this  period.  December 
27th  I  again  renewed  the  applications  of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  January 
1st  she  received  the  complimentary  visits  of  the  season,  but  was  quite 
"out  of  sorts"  all  day.    Almost  every  visitor  said  something  which 
gave  her  great  offence.    I  did  not  call  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  and 
during  the  whole  of  my  visit  she  refused  to  speak  a  word  or  to  answer 
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a  question.  When  1  proposed  to  pass  the  sponge,  she  opened  her 
mouth  with  a  zeal  and  vigour  quite  unnecessary  ;  hut  after  the  sponge 
had  been  passed  she  closed  her  teeth  upon  the  whalebone,  and  held  it 
firmly  in  her  mouth  until  spasm  of  some  severity  was  induced.  I 
made  no  effort  to  withdraw  it  until  the  spasm  compelled  her  to  open 
her  mouth.  She  began  to  menstruate  that  evening.  I  made  the  ap- 
plications every  day  until  the  9th. 

They  were  again  renewed  the  27th,  but  they  were  omitted 
February  2d  and  3d,  as  I  was  at  Albany  in  attendance  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  both  herself  and  husband  ob- 
jected to  have  any  one  else  make  the  application,  as  they  were  very 
sensitive  in  regard  to  having  her  liability  to  epilepsy  known.  I  found 
her  on  the  4th  restless  and  uneasy,  despondent  and  weeping  almost 
incessantly.  Greatly  to  my  relief,  I  found  she  had  had  no  epileptic 
seizure,  but  she  was  very  sure  that  she  would  have,  which  proved  for- 
tunately to  be  a  mistake.  The  menstrual  periods  of  March  and  April 
passed  without  any  disturbance  either  of  the  moral  or  physical  sys- 
tems, the  cauterisations  being  resorted  to  as  before.  The  importance 
of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  physiological  and  pathological  investigations 
are  singularly  illustrated  by  this  case  and  that  of  Professor  Green. 
The  real  value  of  tracheotomy  or  of  cauterisation  of  the  larynx  in  the 
treatment  of  inorganic  epilepsy  can  only  be  determined  by  actual  ex- 
periment. Several  other  cases  are  now  known  to  be  under  treatment 
by  the  latter  method,  and  the  results  are  thus  far  encouraging.  It 
may  not  perhaps  be  impertinent  to  remark  that  passing  the  sponge 
into  the  cesophar/us  does  not  have  the  same  effect  as  passing  it  into  the 
larynx.    1  have  reason  to  believe  this  mistake  is  often  made. 


€muwunfcatc&* 

A  night  with  the  Rappers. 

Mr.  Editor, — I  attended  the  lecture  by  Professor(!)  Owen,  and 
the  "  Physical  Manifestations  "  by  Professor  (!)  Barnes,  who  was  an- 
nounced to  be  present  with  a  number  of  his  mediums.  The  lecture 
was  the  veriest  trash  to  which  half  a  hundred  people  ever  listened, 
and  they  did  it  very  impatiently,  and  applauded  him  for  ending  it. 
Pr6fessor(!)  Barnes  then  called  upon  the  mediums  present  to  form  a 
circle  around  the  elliptical  table,  promising  if  they  could  have  harmo- 
ny, he  would  soon  show  convincing  demonstration  that  "  the  spirits  " 
were  present. 
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One  woman,  and  several  men  having  taken  their  seats  around  the 
table,  and  each  placed  one  hand  or  both  on  the  edge  of  its  surface,  the 
first  "  phenomenon"  was  sundry  twitchings  of  the  face  and  hands  of 
one  of  the  mediums,  with  contortions  of  the  body  and  limbs  resemb- 
ling those  of  St.  Vitus's  dance,  in  which  he  was  imitated  by  several  of 
the  men,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  to  a  very  slight  extent  by 
the  woman,  who  quickly  started  to  her  feet  and  favored  us  with  a 
sentimental  song,  during  which  the  agitation  of  the  men  continued ' 
with  intervals  of  rest.  One  of  the  latter,  having  been  introduced  to 
the  audience  as  a  new  convert,  from  having  been  a  sturdy  unbeliever, 
but  who,  by-the-bye,  excelled  all  the  rest  in  distorting  his  face  and 
limbs,  was  ever  and  anon  exclaiming  thus,  viz.  "  Now  you  see  how  I 
am  worked — there's  no  humbug  about  this — 1  can't  help  myself — I 
did  not  believe  no  more  than  you,  till  they  got  hold  of  me — you  may 
call  them  spirits  or  electricity,  I  don't  know  nothing  about  it — but  I 
can't  hold  still,  &c.  &e."  Then  he  pounded  the  table  with  his  fists, 
and  called  for  pencil  and  paper,  as  a  writing  medium,  but  after  scrib- 
bling over  several  sheets,  not  a  letter  or  character  of  any  language 
under  heaven  could  be  made  out,  so  that  it  was  fairly  inferable  that 
neither  he  nor  the  spirits  had  ever  learned  either  to  read  or  write. 

Another  of  the  mediums  who  was  frightfully  convulsed,  muttered 
something  which  Professor  Barnes  said  was  "  the  Indian  language," 
and  added,  if  any  of  you  can  talk  Indian!  you  can  be  put  in  communi- 
cation with  him. 

Next  came  the  "  tipping  of  the  table,"  which  was  done  at  intervals 
after  an  interchange  of  signals,  and  so  obviously  by  the  pressure  of 
the  Professor's  huge  hand  on  one  leaf  of  the  table  downward,  and  the 
pressure  of  the  thumbs  upward  on  the  opposite  leaf,  by  the  two  men 
on  the  other  side,  that  it  was  detected  by  everybody  who  had  eyes, 
and  who  had  any  vestige  of  brains. 

Some  experiments  were  then  made  with  a  small  table,  held  in  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  audience  a  foot  from  the  ground,  while  four  of  the 
mediums  placed  their  hands  on  the  top  of  it,  and  "  slooed  him  and  the 
table  round,"  which  was  plainly  effected  by  the  physical  power  of  four 
stout  men  exerted  laterally  for  the  purpose,  in  despite  of  the  resist- 
ance made  by  one.  No  invisible  rapping  was  attempted  nor  any 
other  "  physical  manifestations." 

The  audience  were  then  informed  that  for  the  greater  miracles, 
application  must  be  made  at  the  Professor's  private  room,  with  the 
payment  of  one  dollar.  We  could  not  expect  anything  more  for  a 
quarter  !  One  of  the  gulled. 
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Selections, 

An  Irish  Opinion  of  Philadelphia  Reformers. 

The  Dublin  Medical  Press  for  January  5th,  1853,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing letter  addressed  to  its  Editor,  in  relation  to  the  joint  Report 
of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  and  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy,  published  in  our  Journal  for  January  lJ-52. 
•We  do  not  know  whether  the  "  Press  "  published  the  whole  of  the 
"  Report "  or  not,  but  if  it  did,  it  is  singular  that  the  writer  of  the 
subjoined  letter  should  have  mistaken  an  attempt  to  correct  existing 
evils  in  one  city  and  county,  for  a  general  manifesto  addressed  to  the 
physicians  and  apothecaries  of  the  whole  United  States.  The  writer's 
hints  as  to  the  mode  of  reforming  medico-pharmaceutical  practice  in 
this  country  are  rather  amusing,  especially  that  about  appointing  com- 
mittees of  inquiry. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Press. 

Sir, — In  your  paper  of  the  8th  of  December,  you  give  a  code  of 
"  Pharmaceutical  Ethics,"  framed  by  the  "  Medical  Society  and  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy  of  Philadelphia,  United  States,"  and  you  commend 
its  "  candid  and  patient  consideration  to  the  Dublin  practitioners  in 
this  line."  Now,  sir,  my  object  in  writing  to  you  is  to  show  the  Phila- 
delphia faculty,  who,  as  a  matter  of  course,  read  the  Medical 
Press,  that  your  recommendation  of  their  code  of  laws  will  never  be 
attended  to  as  long  as  the  present  system  of  gross  neglect,  with  re- 
gard to  professional  acquirement  and  legitimacy,  exists  within  the 
States  ;  because  there  is  no  man  could  respect  the  laws  of  a  body  who 
allow  Tom,  Jack,  and  J erry  to  practice  physic  and  pharmacy  in  their 
country,  never  taking  the  trouble  of  inquiring  whether  he  is  a  tinker 
or  a  tailor,  but  permitting  him  to  practice,  to  the  loss  and  detriment 
both  of  the  legitimate  practitioner  and  the  public.  This  is  too  well 
known  a  fact  to  admit  of  even  the  least  denial.  I  am  myself  cogni- 
zant of  such  a  case  at  present  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where 
a  man  who  was  brought  up  to  honest  business  in  this  good  city  of 
Dublin,  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  having  the  audacity  to  write  Doctor 
before  his  name,  is  now  nearly  twelve  months  in  practice  as  an 
apothecary  and  doctor,  though  he  never  lost  one  hour  in  the  attain- 
ment of  medical  or  pharmaceutical  knowledge  ;  and  here  is  this  im- 
postor making  his  fortune,  while  men  who  have  wasted  years  of  toil 
and  some  hundreds  of  pounds  before  they  could  obtain  a  degree,  are 
not  able  to  get  a  crust  in  the  same  city.  Now,  sir,  if  a  proper  law 
was  instituted  by  the  legislature,  I  ask  you,  would  this  be  the  case  1 
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If  the  Colleges  of  Philadelphia  had  a  branch  committee  in  every  city 
and  town  in  the  States,  whose  duty  should  be  to  go  around  annualh 
and  demand  the  diploma  of  every  person  calling  himself  a  doctor, 
surgeon,  or  apothecary,  and  practicing  as  such — if  such  an  arrange- 
ment was,  1  ask  you  would  this  state  of  things  continue?  By  taking 
the  names  and  dates  of  the  several  diplomas  exhibited,  they  could 
communicate  with  the  colleges  at  home,  and  soon  discover  whether 
the  holder  of  each  diploma  was  its  original  possessor :  thus  would 
the  chaff  be  separated  from  the  wheat,  and  while  the  legal  practitioner 
would  be  thus  protected,  the  culprit,  when  exposed,  M  ould  be  greatly 
benefited  by  a  three  months'  dance  upon  the  treadmill,  or  twelve 
months  solitary  confinement ;  with  a  caution  that  if  caught  so  offend- 
ing again,  the  full  rigor  of  the  law  would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  him. 

To  each  sub-committee,  some  little  trouble  in  the  carrying  out  of 
the  foregoing  arrangement  may  be  given  for  the  first  year,  but  there 
it  would  cease,  for  every  year  after  it  would  be  only  the  diploma  of 
those  who  had  commenced  practice  since  the  previous  examination 
that  they  would  have  to  inspect,  and  by  men  who  love  their  pro- 
fession as  a  noble  and  an  honorable  one,  this  task  would  be  cheer- 
fully performed;  and  believe  me,  all  quacks  and  impostors,  glorying 
in  stolen  or  borrowed  imaginary  plumage,  would  very  soon  sink  into 
their  former  insignificance. 

When  the  Philadelphia  colleges  act  thus  for  the  safety  and  honor 
of  their  profession,  then  will  their  brethren  at  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic read  with  pleasure  every  paper  and  advice  emanating  from  them, 
and  America  will  bless  the  day  that  they  came  forward  to  save  her 
children  from  being  butchered  and  poisoned  by  those  despicable 
wretches,  those  self-made  M.  D.'s  and  apothecaries  of  her  Western 
States.    I  am,  sir,  yours,  A  Sufferer  dy  Quackery. 

American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 


[The  following  paragraphs  are  extracted  from  the  Proceedings  of 
the  29th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  German  Association  of  Naturalists 
and  Physicians,  held  at  Weisbaden,  October  1852.  We  copy  from 
the  Canada  Medical  Journal.]  Western  Lancet. 

Laryngotomy  and  Tracheotomy. 

Dr.  Johardt,  Weisbaden — mentioned  a  case  where  Laryngotomy, 
had  been  performed  for  (Edema  of  the  Glottis,  after  Typhus.  The 
patient  was  exhibited,  and  although  the  GSdema  had  not  entirely  dis- 
appeared, yet  did  he  seem  perfectly  at  ease,  breathing  freely,  and 
speaking  when  the  tube  was  closed. 
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Dr.  Brown,  Weisbaden — spoke  of  Tracheotomy,  and  exhibited  a 
patient  on  whom  this  operation  had  been  performed.  When  the  tube 
was  partly  closed,  he  spoke  more  clearly  and  distinctly  than  the  pre- 
ceeding.  The  relative  value  of  these  operations  was  discussed.  The 
majority  seemed  inclined  to  think,  that  when  practicable,  tracheotomy, 
should  be  chosen  in  preference,  and  that  those  cases  requiring  laryn- 
gotomy,  were  not  of  frequent  occurrence.  Then  as  to  the  value  of 
these  operations  in  croup.  Although  many  present  mentioned  cases 
in  which  tracheotomy  had  apparently  been  the  means  of  saving  the 
lives  of  the  patients,  yet  where  the  majority  inclined  to  think  that  the 
case  otreal  croup,  benefitted  by  operations  were  rare  indeed. 

Professor  Sedillot, — very  warmly  opposed  recourse  to  these  ope- 
rations, except  in  cases  of  extreme  urgency,  such  as  the  presence  of 
a  foreign  body.  Opinions  to  the  same  effect,  were  expressed  by  pro- 
fessors Baum,  of  Gottingen ;  Naumann,  of  Bonn,  &c. 

Hemostatic  Liquor  of  Pagliari. 

Professor  Heyfelder,  of  Erlangen,  and  Sedillot,  of  Stratsburgh — 
Dwelt  at  considerable  length  on  the  Hemostatic  Liquor  of  Pagliari. 
The  latter  gentleman  said,  that  he  had  performed  several  experi- 
ments to  prove  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy.  In  every  case  he  had 
every  reason  to  be  pleased.  It  seems  to  diffuse  itself  in  an  incon- 
ceivably short  space  of  time,  over  the  whole  system,  and  its  action 
was  soon  manifest.  They  then  spoke  of  its  local  action.  Professor 
Chelius,  and  others  thought  it  an  important  addition  to  surgery.  1 
asked  Professor  Heyfelder,  its  composition.  He  gave  me  the  name 
of  the  ingredients,  but  not  the  proportions.  JJ.  Alumina,  Sulph? 
Res.  Benzoin]  Coque  et  Cola.  I  was  refered  to  a  periodical,  which 
I  was  told  contained  the  prescription ;  but  I  have  not  yet  found  it. 

Placenta  Praevia. 

Dr.  Shneeman  read  a  paper  on  the  treatment  of  Placenta  Pravia, 
and  assured  the  society  that  after  many  years  experience,  and  having 
given  the  subject  his  most  serious  attention,  and  having  also  agitated 
it  in  public,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  turning  should  be 
accomplished  as  soon  as  possible.  Professor  Hohl  agreed  with  him 
— Professor  Martin  said  that,  although  an  advocate  of  this  method, 
he  would  strongly  advise  them  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  cold  water 
douche  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage  until  the  time  for  turning  has  arrived. 

Chalybeate  Baths  in  Abortion. 

Dr.  Boschan,  of  Franzcusbad,  spoke  of  the  employment  of  Cha- 
lybeate baths  where  there  existed  a  predisposition  to  miscarriage  or 
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abortion,  and  stated  that  in  such  cases  he  had  found  them  particularly 
servicable. 

Phrenology, 

Dr.  Vogler  then  delivered  a  discourse  in  which  he  pronounced  a 
very  decided  opinion  against  the  claims  of  phrenology,  in  its  present 
form,  to  be  regarded  as  a  science,  and  enlarged  upon  its  pernicious 
consequences  in  a  moral  point  of  view.  After  a  lengthened  discus- 
sion, in  which  many  of  the  members  took  part,  the  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed almost  unanimously — that  modern  phrenology  was  void  of 
any  anatomical  or  physiological  basis,  and  the  division  and  allocation 
of  the  several  mental  faculties  so  glibly  accomplished  by  the  phre- 
nologist was  totally  unwarranted  and  unpsychological. 

A  Savan  Starving. 
The  distinguished  botanist,  Ness  Von  Esenbach,  having  lost  his 
professorship  at  Munich,  on  account  of  political  proscriptions,  is  said 
to  be  literally  starving  in  a  miserable  hovel  at  Breslau.  His  library 
has  been  sold  to  pay  his  debts,  and  his  only  remaining  property  is  a 
splendid  herbarium,  which  he  has  in  vain  endeavored  to  dispose  of. 
A  grey  haired  savan,  of  sixty-nine  years,  in  a  state  of  starvation  !  Alas 
for  human  gratitude.  England  is  called  on  for  aid,  and  would  not  the 
United  States  assist  in  rescuing  the  great  botanist  from  starvation  ? 

Inquest  on  Homoeopathic  victims. 

Quite  a  number  of  inquests  have  recently  been  held  in  London 
on  the  bodies  of  persons  who  died  under  homoeopathic  treatment. 
In  one  case  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  manslaughter.  In  another 
example,  the  coroner  was  induced  to  hold  an  inquest  from  the  fol- 
lowing certificate  of  death.  "  Margaret  Sedgwick  died  from  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  peritoneum  and  the  liver,  and  her  death  resulted 
from,  I  believe,  the  neglect  of  the  homoeopathic  attendant,  and  the 
general  nullity  of  treatment.  The  jury  returned  the  following  ver- 
dict. "  Deceased  died  from  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  but  we  are 
not  competent  to  judge  of  the  medicinal  treatment." 


New-York  State  Medical  Society. 

[From  the  voluminous  proceedings  of  the  late  meeting  at  Albany 

we  make  room  for  the  following  extracts,  viz.] 

Dr.  McCall  presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 
Whereas,  diversity  of  opinion  exists,  not  only  among  many  of  the 

members  of  the  medical  societies  in  our  State,  (but  with  some  of  our 

lawyers)  as  to  whether  there  be  any  statute  law  to  regulate  said 

societies;  and, 
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Whereas,  it  is  deemed  important  that  the  members  of  all  medical 
societies  throughout  the  State  should  know  and  understand  this  whole 
matter ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  That  the  Secretary  be 
hereby  authorized  to  obtain  thereon  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, showing  the  legal  difference  between  the  regularly  licensed  phy- 
sician and  those  practicing  without  license ;  and  whether  societies 
which  have  been  organized  under  the  statute  law,  for  the  regulation 
of  medical  societies,  passed  April,  1813,  are  authorized  to  collect  one 
dollar  annually  from  every  licensed  practicing  physician  and  surgeon 
of  the  country  in  which  said  society  exists. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  gentlemen  for  honorary  mem- 
bership during  the  present  meeting  of  the  Society,  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing names : — 

Dr.  Wilbur,  of  the  State  Idiot  Assylum ;  Drs.  F.  Campbell  Stew- 
art, James  R.  Wood,  William  Hibbard,  New- York ;  Drs.  S.  O. 

Vanderpool,  J.  II.  Scoon,    Babcock,  Albany ;  Drs.  Carpenter, 

Hutchins,  Ellsworth,  Miller,  Patterson,  Whitcomb,  Assembly  ;  Drs. 
Bartlett,  Wright,  Senate ;  Drs.  Danforth,  Schoharie  Co. ;  Biggani, 
Montgomery;  Saunders,  Madison;  Drs.  Allen,  Saratoga;  Axtel, 
Washington  ;  J.  H.  Stafford,  Montgomery. 

Dr.  Van  DycK  called  upon  Dr.  Clark  to  continue  his  remarks, 
made  to  the  Society  last  year,  on  Puerperal  Peritonitis. 

Dr.  Clark  said :  After  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  during  the 
month  of  February,  he  had  four  cases  in  private  practice.  With 
these  cases  he  had  better !  success.  They  were  seen  by  Drs.  Rock- 
well, Smith,  Gilman  and  Higgins.  In  none  of  these  cases  did  he 
make  the  diagnosis  first.  Two  or  three  drachms  per  hour  of  Magen- 
die's  solution  of  morphia!  was  the  amount  taken  by  some  patients. 
Strange  to  say  !  when  he  got  out  of  the  hospital,  such  doses  were  not 
required  !  In  no  subsequent  case  was  more  than  one  grain  or  three- 
fourths  of  a  grain  of  morphia  required  to  keep  the  patient  free  from 
pain.    [These  may  have  escaped.] 

Dr.  Gilman  has  reported  three  cases  treated  in  this  way:  one 
was  unsuccessful.  In  the  unsuccessful  case  he  did  not  have  the  full 
charge  of  the  patient. 

Dr.  Williams,  who  has  charge  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  was  un- 
successful, and  thought  he  lost  more  patients  by  it  than  Dr.  Clark  had 
saved !  The  point  is — the  marked  diminution  of  the  quantity  of 
opium  to  keep  the  patient  narcotized  until  the  pain  and  tenderness  of 
the  bowels  subside,  and  the  bowels  are  moved,  and  the  pulse  cornea 
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down  from  140  or  160  or  even  from  180 !  as  some  of  you  have  seen 
it  [Bah  !]  until  any  remaining  symptom  that  would  give  speeial  anxie- 
ty terminates.  Cases  occur  in  which  the  alarming  symptoms  con- 
tinue ten  or  fifteen  days,  hut  because  the  narcotism  was  not  carried 
to  the  point  desired.  The  respiration  in  some  cases  is  reduced  to 
seven  per  minute!  Unless  (he  practice  is  brought  to  this  point,  it  is 
not  considered  a  fair  trial!  Whenever  opium  was  used  under  my 
direction  in  the  hospital,  no  pills  that  had  been  rolled  more  than  six 
hours  were  administered,  so  that  their  hardness  should  not  resist  the 
action  of  the  gastric  juice.  There  is  no  particular  choice  between 
opium  and  morphia.  He  believed  the  disease  did  not  prevail  as  it 
did  last  year ;  he  had  heard  of  none  for  several  months.  There  had 
been  a  few  cases  in  Williamsburgh.  lie  commenced  the  treatment 
of  the  disease  in  its  early  stages  with  the  doses  he  had  named. 

The  Society  then  proecded  to  the  election  of  officers,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : — 

President — Dr.  Jenks  S.  Sprague.  Vice  President — Dr.  Peter 
Van  Buren.  Secretary — Dr.  James  H.  Armsby.  Treasurer — Dr. 
Peter  Van  O'Linda. 

Censors. 

Southern  District — Drs.  John  C.  Cheesman,  William  Rockwell, 
Joel  Foster. 

Middle  District — Drs.  John  McCall,  Augustus  Willard,  Ben- 
jamin E.  Bowen. 

Eastern  District — Drs.  Barent  P.  Staats,  T.  Romeyn  Beck, 
Thomas  C.  Brinsmade. 

Western  District — Drs.  Alexander  Thompson,  Maltby  Strong, 
George  N.  Burwell. 

Committe  on  Correspondence — 1st  District,  Dr.  Alonzo  Clark; 
2d,  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Blatchford ;  3d,  Dr.  John  H.  Whaler ;  4th,  Dr. 
Hiram  Corler;  5th,  Dr.  Helon  F.  Noyes;  6th,  Dr.  William  G. 
Sands ;  7th,  Dr.  Frederick  Hyde ;  8th,  Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton. 

Permanent  Members — 1st  District,  Dr.  Benjamin  Drake;  2d, 
Dr.  James  M.  Gardner;  3d,  Dr.  Joseph  Bates;  4th,  Dr.  A.  F. 
Doolittle ;  5th,  Dr.  A.  Van  Dyck ;  6th,  Dr.  E.  L.  Hart ;  7th,  Dr. 
Phineas  H.  Burdict ;  8th,  Dr.  George  N.  Burwell. 

The  following  were  elected  honorary  members: — Dr.  Abraham 
Sayer,  Michigan;  Dr.  John  W.  Frances,  New- York. 

Committee  of  Publication — Drs.  J.  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  Peter  Van 
Buren,  James  McNaughton. 

Committee  on  Prize  Dissertations — Drs.  J.  McNaughton,  T.  Ro- 
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meyn  Beck,  Alden  March,  Peter  Van  Buren,  B.  P.  Staats,  Thomas 
Hun. 

Nominated  for  Permanent  Members — Drs.  William  Rockwell, 
Thomas  F.  Cock,  Thomas  Hun,  F.  T.  Maybury,  J.  Newkirk,  Preston. 

Eligible  for  Honorary  Members — Dr.  Buttolph,  New  Jersey;  Dr. 
James  R.  Wood,  New-York ;  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  Hartford. 

Delegates  to  the  National  Medical  Association — Drs.  Ely,  Ferris 
Jacobs,  George  W.  Bradford,  Simeon  Snow,  John  S.  McCall,  B.  P. 
Staats,  Alexander  Thompson,  Stewart,  Thomas  Hun,  Avers,  Todd, 
Nelson  Winton,  Alden  March,  Thomas  Blatchford,  Cash,  J.  S. 
Sprague,  and  Van  Buren, 

Professor  Barker  called  for  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject  relating  to  the  New-York  Medical  College. 

Dr.  Van  Buren,  chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  satisfied  themselves  that  the  college  had  no  intention 
to  violate  the  law  of  the  State,  or  assume  any  position  hostile  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  profession. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Dering  presented  a  resolution  requesting  the  Society  to 
make  some  arrangements  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  to  be  held  in  New- York. 

Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart  thanked  the  gentleman  for  his  conside- 
ration of  that  subject ;  but  he  felt  that  he  should  express  the  wish  of 
the  physicians  of  New- York  city,  by  assuring  the  Society  that  it  was 
a  matter  about  which  they  would  make  due  provision.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  not  pass.  The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the 
table. 

Death  of  Physicians  by  a  Railroad  Accident. 

The  late  shocking  accident  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  to  a  train  of  cars 
in  which  were  a  large  number  of  delegates  on  their  return  from  the 
meeting  in  New- York  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  caused 
the  sudden  death  of  several  eminent  medical  men  of  New  England, 
who  were  greatly  endeared  to  the  profession  and  the  people.  Among 
them  was  Dr.  A.  L.  Peirson,  of  Salein,  Mass.,  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  respectability,  and  for  many  years  the  leading  surgeon  in 
Essex  Co.  He  was  the  writer  of  the  article  on  mal-practice  in  the 
last  number  of  this  Journal,  and  called  at  the  office  to  look  over  a 
proof  of  it  on  his  way  to  New- York.  Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  cf  Strat- 
ham,  N.  H.  (one  of  a  numerous  family  of  physicians,  worthy  sons  of 
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a  most  estimable  medical  man  ;)  Dr.  James  M.  Smith,  of  Springfield, 
(a  son  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  founder  of  the  Medical 
School  at  Dartmouth,  and  brother  to  Dr.  N.  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore ;) 
and  Dr.  J.  H.  Gray,  also  of  Springfield,  were  among  the  victims. 
On  the  fatal  list  we  also  see  the  names  of  Drs.  Samuel  Beach  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Alexander  Welch  of  Hartford,  and  William  C. 
Dwight  of  Brooklyn,  U.  Y.  Among  the  physicians  who  were  injur- 
ed, were  Drs.  J.  W.  Bemis  of  Charlestown,  C.  H.  Browne  of  Ipswich, 
and  W.  D.  Lamb  of  Lawrence. 

Those  who  were  killed  were  in  the  two  forward  passenger  cars, 
which  passed  over  the  bridge  into  the  river.  In  the  third  car,  which 
did  not  reach  the  water,  the  first  half  of  it  being  suspended  from  the 
bridge  and  the  other  half  remaining  on  it,  were  Dr.  J.  M.  Warren, 
of  this  city,  with  his  wife  and  son,  and  Dr.  Riley  with  his  wife.  In 
the  next  car,  the  fourth,  which  remained  uninjured  on  the  bridge, 
were  Drs.  Ephraiin  Buck  and  George  Bartlett  of  this  city,  the  latter 
having  left  one  of  the  forward  cars  but  a  few  minutes  before  the  ac- 
cident. Among  the  list  of  others  who  were  in  the  last  cars  and  es- 
caped injury,  we  notice  the  names  of  Drs.  Eobie  of  this  city,  Dicker- 
man  of  Medford,  N.  Sanborn  of  Henniker,  N.  H.,  L.  Ives  and  H.  G. 
Wilcox  of  New  Haven,  Ct,  D.  Thompson  of  Northampton,  Benson 
of  Waterville,  Me.,  and  Bissell,  Bowen,  Jones,  Nevins,  Gloss,  Russell, 
Romer,  White  and  Woodward,  whose  residences  are  not  stated.  It 
will  thus  be  seen,  that  of  the  Boston  delegation,  which  was  the  largest 
to  the  medical  convention  from  any  place  north,  not  one  was  lost  or 
seriously  injured ;  and  this,  under  Providence,  is  attributable  to  the 
detention  of  a  portion  of  them  in  New-York  for  another  day,  and  to 
the  favorable  position  in  which  those  who  returned  were  placed  in 
the  train.  The  four  lamented  dead  from  New  Hampshire  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, were  leading  members  of  the  profession ;  two  of  them 
have  been  known  to  our  readers  as  contributors  to  the  Journal,  and 
all  of  them  were  personally  known  and  respected  by  us  as  friends 
and  subscribers. — The  whole  number  of  lives  lost  by  this  fearful  acci- 
dent was  about  fifty.  B°<*°n  Journal. 

Humiliating ! 

The  Regular  Faculty  and  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — No 
wonder  a  correspondent  thinks  it  curious  that  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  should  be  made  up  of  such  a  singular  combination 
of  elements.  The  following  extract  from  his  remarks  is  not  altogether 
imaginary  in  its  statements.  "The  members,  according  to  report, 
represent  all  shades  of  medical  opinion.    Some  are  allopathic,  others 
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homoeopathic,  while  another  division  have  no  great  amount  of  good 
will  towards  either,  because,  as  they  consider,  there  is  a  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  institution  in  maintaining  a  fellowship  with 
persons  who  ridicule  the  old  school  physicians,  the  original  members 
of  the  Society.  Yet  these  hostile  forces  meet  together  on  anniver- 
sary days,  choose  counsellors  and  committees,  dine,  and  walk  away 
without  a  word  of  collision.  Which  party  lacks  independence  or 
moral  courage  to  separate  this  incongruous  connection — the  oil  and 
water  of  physic — is  one  of  the  problems  we  cannot  solve."  We  stated 
in  the  Journal,  recently,  that  a  petition  would  be  presented  to  the 
Society,  at  its  next  meeting,  demanding  the  expulsion  of  the  homoeo- 
paths ;  but  by  the  latest  intelligence  it  seems  that  no  one  could  suf- 
ficiently screw  his  courage  up  to  sign  the  paper.  Being  brave  behind 
a  high  wall,  and  facing  the  guns  of  an  enemy,  are  conditions  widely 
different.  At  present,  therefore,  there  is  no  indications  of  a  disrup- 
tion, although  the  members  represent  such  different  and  opposing 

Schools  Of  medecilie.  Boston  M.  &  S.  Journal. 

Sound  Practical  Sense. 

A  Clinical  Lecture  on  Scarlet  Fever,  delivered  at  Westminster 
Hospital,  November,  1852.  By  Hamilton  Roe,  M.  D.,  Physician  to 
the  Hospital. — Gentlemen  :  I  hive  to-day  an  opportunity  of  direct- 
ing your  attention  to  three  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  which  afford  good 
illustrations,  one  of  them,  of  the  usual  course  of  that  disease  when  it 
goes  on  favorably,  and  two,  of  terminations  which  I  believe  to  be 
more  common  than  they  are  generally  supposed.  There  are  in  all, 
eight  patients  now  in  the  Hospital  suffering  from  this  complaint, 
which  is  a  larger  number  than  ever  has  been  in  it  at  one  time  since  I 
have  been  one  of  its  physicians. 

The  case  I  shall  first  notice  is  that  of  Samuel  Stamford,  a  boy  of 
thirteen  years  of  age,  who  was  admitted  into  King  William  ward  on 
the  16th  of  October,  and  is  now  fast  convalescing.  He  was  a  blear- 
eyed,  scrofulous-looking  boy,  but  not  weak,  and  resided  at  Little 
Peter-street,  an  unhealthy  locality  in  this  neighborhood.  There  was 
no  evidence  of  his  having  had  communication  with  any  one  similarly 
affected.  He  said  he  had  been  seized  with  fever  and  sore  throat 
three  days  before  his  admission,  and  from  that  time  had  been  gradu- 
ally getting  worse.  He  was  covered  with  a  scarlet  eruption,  most 
marked  over  the  abdomen,  and  complained  of  great  difficulty  of  swal- 
lowing, from  the  state  of  his  throat,  which  was  red  and  swollen.  His 
tongue  was  coated  at  the  base,  red  at  its  tip  and  on  its  edges  :  his 
respiration  was  easy;  pulse  quick;  heart's  action  accellerated,  but 
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unaccompanied  by  any  unusual  sounds;  his  skin  was  hot;  his  bowels 
had  not  been  opened  for  three  days ;  his  breath  was  offensive ;  his 
urine  high-colored ;  his  senses  were  dull,  and  he  lay  without  taking 
notice  of  any  one. 

Now,  it  must  be  evident  to  you,  that  before  we  can  form  a  correct 
notion  of  the  treatment  that  is  likely  to  prove  useful  for  any  disease, 
we  must  have  ascertained  its  causes,  and  its  consequences  or  termi- 
nations ;  for,  unless  we  have  done  this,  we  cannot  know  what  is  to 
be  effected,  and  what  prevented ;  and,  therefore,  we  have  nothing  to 
guide  us  in  selecting  remedies.  The  opinion  now  generally  enter- 
tained by  the  medical  profession  respecting  scarlet  fever,  is,  that  in 
common  with  typhus  fever,  small-pox,  cholera,  and  other  epidemics;  it 
is  caused  by  the  introduction  of  some  poison  into  the  system,  from 
inhaling  air  in  which  miasma  is  suspended,  or  some  noxious  gas  mix- 
ed ;  that  when  the  poison  is  got  rid  of  pretty  soon,  recovery  takes 
place ;  but  when  it  is  not,  that  it  induces  disease  of  one  or  more  vital 
organs,  which  often  destroys  life.  The  kidneys,  bronchi,  and  lungs, 
are  those  most  frequently  affected,  and,  therefore,  scarlet  fever  may 
be  said  to  terminate  in  Bright's  kidney,  bronchitis,  or  pneumonia. 
Rheumatism  also  has  been  observed  by  Dr.  Golding  Bird,  to  come 
on  occasionally  after  it. 

The  first  indication  of  treatment,  when  a  poison  has  either  been 
taken  or  entered  the  system  is,  to  give  an  antidote  for  it,  and  this  we 
should  do  in  all  cases  of  epidemic  disease,  if  we  could ;  but  we  are 
not  acquainted  with  any  medicine  which  possesses  the  power  of  de- 
stroying an  animal  poison  within  the  body  ;  we  are,  therefore,  obliged 
to  direct  our  efforts  towards  counteracting  its  effects,  and  assisting 
the  system  to  throw  it  off"  through  some  of  its  emunctories.  The 
symptoms  or  effects  which  are  usually  first  observed  are,  chilliness, 
rigors,  oppressed  circulation,  and  a  torpid  and  depressed  state  of  the 
nervous  system,  which  sometimes  proves  speedily  fatal.  I  have 
known  scarlet  fever  to  cause  death  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
eruption  has  appeared,  and  smallpox  has  frequently  done  the  same. 
To  counteract  the  effects  just  enumerated,  it  is  considered  by  many 
medical  practitioners  advisable  to  give  emetics  as  early  as  possible 
after  the  disease  has  set  in,  as  having  a  tendency  to  cool  and  soften 
the  skin,  and  to  induce  it  to  perspire ;  they  also  divert  the  blood  from 
the  internal  organs  to  the  surface,  and  help  the  system  to  rid  itself  of 
the  poison.  The  medicines  usually  next  given  are  intended  to  fulfil 
one  of  the  following  indications,  according  to  the  view  of  the  prac- 
titioner :  to  increase  some  of  the  natural  secretions,  in  the  hope  of 
their  carrying  off  the  poison ;  to  strengthen  and  support  the  system 
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Hinder  the  efforts  it  will  make  to  get  rid  of  it,  or  to  destroy  its  power 
by  chemical  action.  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Edinburgh,  advises  purgatives 
with  the  first  view;  carbonate  of  ammonia,  bark,  and  stimulants  have 
been  recommended  by  others  with  the  second ;  hydrochloric  acid  and 
chlorine,  with  gentle  aperients,  have  long  been  used  in  this  Hospital 
and  elsewhere  with  the  third  view.  The  chlorine  mixture  is  made  by 
mixing  ten  grains  of  chlorate  of  potash  with  one  drachm  of  hydroch- 
loric acid,  and  when  the  chlorine  is  all  evolved,  adding  water  to  it  by 
degrees,  untill  it  is  taken  up.  Diluents  and  liquid  nutriment  are  also 
given  freely,  and,  under  this  mode  of  treatment,  a  large  majority  of 
patients  affected  with  epidemic  diseases  recover.  Scarlet  fever  is  to 
be  treated  on  similar  principles,  for  we  have  no  antidote  to  its  poison  ; 
belladonna  has  been  asserted  to  be  one,  and  a  prophylactic  also 
against  it,  but  on  no  better  grounds  than  that  it  causes  the  same  symp- 
toms and  appearances ;  you  will  therefore  not  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  its  frequent  failures  prove  that  it  does  not  possess  the  power  of 
either  one  or  the  other. 

In  Stamford's  case,  these  principles  of  treatment  were  partially 
carried  out.  An  emetic  of  sulphate  of  zinc  was  first  given  him,  then 
a  mixture  of  antimony  and  ipecacuanha.  He  was  directed  to  drink 
freely  warm  rennet-whey,  which,  as  you  know,  contains  much  of  the 
nutritive  matter  of  milk,  and  is  readily  taken  up  by  the  veins,  and 
adsorbed  without  requiring  much  effort  on  the  part  of  the  stomach  to 
dijest  it,  and  a  diet  of  weak  beef-tea  and  veal  broth  was  ordered  for 
him.  This  plan  of  treatment  had  been  commenced  when  I  first  saw 
him,  and  as  he  was  progressing  favorably,  I  did  not  alter  it.  A  piece 
of  flannel,  soaked  in  a  saturated  solution  of  camphor  in  spirits  of  wine 
— a  valuable  stimulant  by  the  way — was  put  round  his  throat,  with 
very  good  effect,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  George,  of  Ken- 
sington, who  has  lately  written  a  very  interesting  book  on  its  utility 
in  smallpox.  On  the  23d,  an  infusion  of  cinchona  was  substituted  for 
the  former  medicine,  and  he  left  the  Hospital  well  on  the  2d  of  No- 
vember. His  urine  was  examined  several  times  during  his  illness,  but 
on  no  occasion  did  it  exhibit  a  trace  of  albumen. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Clara  Glover,  aged  five  years  and  a 
half,  who  was  admitted  into  Adelaide  ward  on  the  21st  of  October. 
She  resided  in  a  house  in  Lower  Gardiner-street,  which  was  reported 
to  have  been  examined  and  pronounced  healthy  a  few  days  before  by 
the  Sanitary  Commission.  Her  parents  had  seven  children ;  two  of 
them  were  lying  dead  at  home  when  she  was  brought  in,  and  the 
other  four  were  sickening,  in  all  probability  with  the  same  disease 
under  which  she  was  herself  laboring.    She  looked  to  be  a  strong 


264 


THE  NEW-YORK 


child,  and  was  said  to  have  been  very  well  until  the  day  before,  when 
she  began  to  be  very  feverish.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  a  scarlet 
eruption  appeared  all  over  her  body ;  her  throat  was  very  sore,  skin 
hot,  pulse  quick,  respiration  natural,  and  tongue  very  red,  but  she  had 
no  alarming  or  unusual  symptom.  One  grain  of  tartar-emetic  was 
directed  to  be  given  immediately,  and  afterwards  the  chlorine  mix- 
ture, with  a  gentle  aperient;  rennet-whey  and  broth  were  her  drink 
and  diet.  Under  this  treatment  she  went  on  very  well  untill  the  23d, 
when  she  appeared  languid,  her  pulse  feeble,  her  eyes  sunken,  and 
her  color  of  a  somewhat  leaden  hue,  and  the  eruption  paler  than  it 
had  been ;  but  she  had  no  cough,  movement  of  the  alajnasi,  difficulty 
of  breathing,  nor  other  symptom  to  show  that  the  lungs  were  becom- 
ing diseased.  Under  the  impression  that  she  was  sinking,  and  wanted 
support,  wine  was  given  her,  with  arrowroot,  and  her  throat  was 
sponged  internally  with  a  stimulating  gargle.  On  the  next  day  (Sun- 
day) she  was  still  more  depressed  when  I  visited  her.  I  gave  her 
immediately  some  warm  wine ;  but  after  swallowing  a  few  teaspoon- 
fuls,  apparently  with  pleasure,  she  turned  her  eyes  up  as  if  going  to 
have  a  fit,  and  expired.  That  was  the  fourth  day  after  the  eruption 
had  appeared.  Many  of  the  gentlemen  now  present  saw  the  post- 
mortem examination.  No  doubt  you  noticed  that  the  arytenoid  car- 
tilages were  in  such  close  apposition  that  air  could  not  pass  between 
them,  and  therefore  you  must  feel  convinced  that  this  child  died  from 
suffocation ;  the  trachea  and  bronchi  where  healthy,  but  here  and 
there  throughout  the  lungs  were  portions  congested  with  blood ;  the 
head  was  not  examined  ;  the  heart  and  kidneys  were  natural. 

The  important  question  in  reference  to  other  cases  in  which  simi- 
lar symptoms  may  hereafter  be  observed  is ;  Had  the  state  of  the 
lungs  been  superinduced  by  the  narrowing  of  the  opening  into  the 
trachea,  or  had  that  been  caused  by  the  congestion  of  the  lungs  ?  On 
the  former  supposition,  tracheotomy  might  have  saved  this  child's 
life;  on  the  latter,  that  operation  would  have  been  useless,  and  active 
measures  to  relieve  the  limes  might  have  been  attended  with  a  simi- 
lar  result.  The  progress  and  termination  of  the  next  case  show  which 
of  these  diseased  states  was  probably  the  antecedent  one,  and  also 
what  mode  of  treatment  was  most  likely  to  be  successful. 

Henry  Walsh,  aged  eleven  years,  was  admitted  into  King  Wil- 
liam ward,  from  Yalding,  early  in  September,  suffering  from  great 
difficulty  of  breathing.  His  countenance  was  blue;  his  respiration 
loud  and  wheezing;  his  chest  moved  very  little  during  an  inspiration, 
and  sounded  tympanitic  generally,  but  in  some  parts  a  degree  of  dul- 
ness  was  perceived ;  loud  rales  of  various  kinds  were  heard  over  the 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


2G5 


chest ;  his  heart  acted  feebly,  but  its  sounds  were  not  unnatural.  It 
was  stated  that  he  had  had  the  affection  of  his  breathing  from 
childhood ;  nauseating  medicines  were  given  him,  with  some  relief, 
and  he  went  on  tolerably  well  until  the  20th  of  October,  when  he 
became  feverish,  skin  hot,  throat  very  sore,  pulse  much  accelerated, 
but  his  respiration  was  less  difficult  than  usual.  It  was  then  observed 
that  he  was  covered  with  a  scarlet  eruption,  and  that  his  tongue  was 
very  red ;  and  as  a  boy  in  the  same  ward  had  just  had  scarlet  fever, 
it  was  probable  he  had  taken  that  disease  from  him.  An  emetic  was 
given  him  immediately ;  this  was  followed  by  the  chlorine  mixture ; 
warm  whey  was  his  drink,  and  his  diet  was  beef-tea.  He  went  on  fa- 
vorably until  the  25th,  when  he  was  observed  to  have  the  peculiar 
look  which  Clara  Glover  had  had  when  she  changed  for  the  worse — 
a  faint  expression,  sunken  eye,  and  similar  color  of  his  skin;  his  pulse 
was  very  feeble,  like  hers,  and  his  skin  cool,  but  there  was  no  indica- 
tion of  any  increased  difficulty  of  breathing,  nor  any  material  or 
marked  physical  symptom  to  show  that  the  state  of  the  lungs  was 
worse  than  it  had  previously  been ;  but  the  similarity  of  his  appear- 
ance to  that  of  the  child  in  whom  the  lungs  had  been  found  congest- 
ed, induced  me  to  believe  that  he  was  laboring  under  a  similar  affec- 
tion. Under  this  persuasion,  I  gave  him  one  grain  of  tartar-emetic 
every  four  hours,  and  directed  that  wine  or  brandy  should  be  admin- 
istered, lest  that  medicine  should  lower  him  too  much.  Next  day 
(October,  26)  he  was  visibly  better;  the  sunken  eye  and  depressed 
expression  of  countenance  had  disappeared ;  his  nervous  energy  was 
increased ;  his  pulse  was  stronger  and  his  skin  warmer ;  his  colour 
was  bluish.  I  then  directed  the  tartar-emetic  to  be  given  only  when 
his  breathing  became  difficult ;  he  took  it  twice  in  the  next  twenty- 
four  hours.  This  plan  of  treatment  was  continued  for  a  few  days. 
On  the  1st  of  November,  he  appeared  to  be  suffering  less,  and  in 
every  way  better  than  he  had  been  on  his  admission ;  the  wheezing 
not  so  loud,  and  the  railes  fainter ;  and  he  is  now  as  well  as  usual. 
His  urine  had  not  exhibited  any  traces  of  albumen  throughout  the 
course  of  his  disease. 

The  similarity  of  this  boy's  general  appearance  and  symptoms,  on 
the  25th,  to  Clara  Glover's  on  the  23d — the  days  on  which  they  re- 
spectively became  worse — made;  it  more  than  probable  that  the  same 
cause  had  produced  them.  That  this  cause  was  congestion  of  the 
lungs  was  made  all  but  certain  by  the  detection  of  that  morbid  con- 
dition at  the  postmortem  examination  of  the  girl;  by  the  beneficial 
action  on  the  boy,  of  medicine  known  to  be  specially  useful  in  such 
cases;  by  the  absence,  in  both  cases,  of  stridulous  breathing,  and  the 
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other  characteristic  signs  which  invariably  accompany  contraction  of 
the  orifice  of  the  trachea;  and  in  the  girl's  case,  of  any  long-standing 
alteration  of  structure  which  could  have  caused  sudden  death.  The 
state  of  the  lungs,  therefore,  could  not  have  been  induced,  in  either 
case,  by  the  approximation  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  or  any  con- 
traction of  the  opening  into  the  air-passages,  for  no  symptoms  of 
either  was  ever  observed  in  the  boy,  nor  indeed  in  the  girl ;  it  must 
therefore  have  been  the  antecedent  affection. 

In  cases  such  as  these  tracheotomy  could  not  have  been  useful, 
and  the  only  measures  likely  to  prove  so  must  be  such  as  would  assist 
in  the  removal  of  the  congestion.  But  you  will  naturally  inquire 
why  the  diseased  condition  of  the  lungs  was  not  detected  at  its  com- 
mencement'? The  answer  is,  that  there  was  no  visible  disturbance 
of  the  respiratory  functions  to  attract  our  attention.  Organic  affec- 
tions of  the  lungs  are  known  to  be  amongst  the  sequel*  of  scarlet 
fever,  but  are  not  expected  to  occur  at  the  early  stage  of  it ;  we  were 
not,  therefore,  on  the  watch  for  them ;  for  these  reasons,  we  did  not 
make,  in  the  girl's  case,  that  minute  examination  of  her  chest  which 
would  have  been  necessary  to  detect  the  slight  degree  of  congestion 
which  existed  in  her  lungs,  and  which  could  net  have  caused  death 
had  there  been  no  accompanying  fever,  and  it  was  overlooked.  In 
the  boy's  case,  we  were  put  on  our  guard  by  what  we  had  detected 
in  the  girl,  £&d  consequently  made  a  proper  examination  of  his  chest, 
discovered  the  state,  and  administered  remedies,  which,  as  you  saw, 
restored  him  from  an  apparently  dying  condition.  In  typhus  fever  of 
a  certain  type,  this  form  of  congestion,  unaccompanied  by  any  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  complained  of  by  the  patient,  or  visible  to  the  eye, 
is  known  to  be  a  common  occurrence;  we  are  therefore  always  on 
the  watch  for  the  very  first  symptoms  of  it.  But  not  so  in  scarlet 
fever ;  for  death  in  the  early  stage  of  it — that  is,  soon  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  eruption — is  supposed  to  be  caused  by  the  shock 
given  to  the  system  by  a  poison;  if  it  occur  at  a  later  period  of  the 
same  stage,  but  before  the  eruption  has  disappeared,  it  is  usually  at- 
tributed to  the  state  of  the  throat  and  the  depression  of  the  vital 
powers,  which  are  supposed  to  be  the  later  effects  of  the  same  cause ; 
and  it  is  only  after  the  complaint  is  over  that  organic  disease  of  the 
kidneys,  lungs,  and  bronchi,  are  believed  to  occur. 

Now,  the  occurrence  of  these  two  cases  has  led  me  to  suspect  that 
many  of  those  instances  in  which  the  state  of  the  throat  and  debility 
are  supposed  to  be  causing  death,  it  is  congestion  of  the  lungs  that  in 
reality  is  doing  so,  and  they  are  merely  its  effect  or  consequences. 
To  confirm  or  remove  this  suspicion,  I  shall  request  all  my  medical 
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friends,  who  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  much  scarlet  fever 
amongst  the  poor  to  examine  the  bodies  of  those  who  die  of  that  dis- 
ease ;  to  note  the  alterations  of  structure  they  observe,  and  the  stage 
at  which  the  signs  of  their  presence  were  first  perceived ;  and,  until 
statistical  inquiries  have  removed  all  doubts  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
peculiar  symptoms  observed  in  the  last  two  cases,  to  try  tartar-emetic 
whenever  they  present  themselves.  Meanwhile,  the  lessons  we  have 
to  learn  are,  that  in  the  early  stages  of  other  fevers  besides  typhus, 
congestion  of  the  lungs  may  take  place,  and  that,  owing  to  that  dimin- 
ished sensitiveness  to  the  want  of  air  which  probably  all  fevers  pro- 
duce, such  a  condition  may  be  unaccompanied  by  any  consciousness 
of  its  existence  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  or  the  characteristic  rational 
signs  which  are  always  observed  when  there  is  no  specific  fever  to 
mask  them;  and  therefore  that  in  all  fevers  we  should  examine  the 

lungs  daily.   Lancet,  March  26,  1853. 


The  Claims  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

[Our  limits  will  allow  us  only  to  give  a  few  extracts  of  this  able 
discourse.] 

XII.  Annual  Address  delivered  before  the  New-York  State  Medical 
Society,  and  members  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  Capitol,  February, 
1853,  by  A.  Clark,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  Society,  and  professor 
of  physiology  and  pathology  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  the  State  of  New- York,  (fee. 

'  (Published  by  the  Society,  and  by  the  Legislature.) 

Mr.  Vice-President  and  Gentlemen  : 

"  I  appear  before  you  the  eulogist  of  the  medical  profession,  and 
I  invite  you  this  evening  to  a  survey  of  our  broad  domains.  You 
will  find  the  undertaking  more  a  journey  than  a  pleasant  walk  ;  yet  I 
venture  to  count  on  the  physical  endurance  of  the  stronger  sex,  to 
bear  me  company  to  the  end.  It  is,  however,  with  misgivings  that  I 
solicit  that  of  my  fiur  friends  who  grace  our  meeting.  Willingly,  for 
them,  would  I  strew  the  path  with  flowers,  and  fill  their  hands  with 
the  sweetest  of  thes<:  delicate  censers,  exhaling  incense ;  but  the  fields 
we  cultivate  furnish  little  worthy  their  acceptance.  Henbane  and 
nightshade,  the  foxglove  and  the  poppy,  watered  as  they  are  by 
lethean  dews,  are  no  fit  offering  for  the  virtuous  and  happy.  Even 
our  fairest  flowers  are  sicklied  over  by  sad  association  with  human 
suffering ;  yet,  I  would  gladly  count  on  the  encouragement  of  their 
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smiles  and  the  support  of  their  sympathy,  while  I  endeavor  to  point 
out  to  these,  my  brethren,  some  scenes  hallowed  by  good  deeds  and 
great  achievements,  and  to  indicate  to  them  a  general  view  of  cultiva- 
tion and  progressive  improvement,  which  may  help  them  to  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  their  heritage." 

"  Law  has  ceased  to  require  a  definite  term  of  study,  and  even  an 
examination  of  those  who  seek  to  enter  the  medical  profession.  It  has 
withdrawn  from  the  man  of  education  and  science  the  encouragement 
it  lately  gave  him:  it  has  abandoned,  and  in  most  of  the  states,  as  far 
as  law  can  do  it,  it  has  abolished  the  profession ;  not  for  any  good  it 

is  expected  society  will  gain  by  it,  but  because  .    No,  it  is  past ; 

and  if  the  predecessors  of  some  who  honor  our  society  by  their 
presence  this  evening  were  influenced  by  a  questionable  policy,  or 
even  by  unworthy  motives,  we  have  nothing  to  gain  by  their  condem- 
nation. 

"  In  simple  truth,  medicine,  on  her  own  behalf,  does  not  deplore 
the  change.  While  led  by  the  parental  hand  of  government,  it  felt 
itself  perhaps  a  child;  but  rejected  and  spumed  by  its  parent,  of  a 
sudden  it  discovered  its  manhood  and  its  strength.  It  is  for  society 
alone  we  mourn.  They,  by  such  legislation,  are  left  a  prey  to  the 
pretender,  who,  by  the  boldest  promises  and  the  most  daring  lies,  can 
most  impose  on  their  credulity.  But  the  profession  is  hardly  reached 
by  it:  that  has  a  hold  on  the  affections  of  man,  which  is  scarcely  less 
firm  than  the  love  of  life  itself.  The  feeling  with  which  the  physician 
is  cherished  is,  then,  too  near  akin  to  selfishness  ever  to  die  out,  while 
men  believe  that  skill  is  the  legitimate  child  of  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience. Young  transplanted  trees  are  boxed  in  to  protect  them  from 
injury,  or  tied  to  supports  to  brace  them  against  the  violence  of  the 
winds;  but  when  they  have  sent  their  roots  deep,  and  their  branches 
high,  the  trunk  becomes  strong,  and  they  stand  hardly  less  firm  than 
the  earth  which  nourishes  them.  So  our  profession,  springing  from  a 
social  necessity,  protected  by  the  hand  of  law  till  it  has  become  deep 
rooted  in  the  constitution  of  society,  and  sent  forth  its  branches  to 
overshadow  and  bless  it,  though  now  the  protection  be  withdrawn, 
yet  will  it  stand  unshaken  till  society  itself  is  disorganized.  We  need 
then  no  protection  ;  we  ask  for  none.  We  ask  for  no  other  recom- 
pense than  that  which  suffering  humanity  cheerfully  pays  to  the  hand 
that  alleviates. 

"And  yet  the  incongruities  of  legislation  may  merit  a  passing 
notice.  Out  of  many  that  offer  themselves,  I  will  select  but  two.  While 
government  carefully  protects  the  people  against  their  own  ignorance, 
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by  proving  and  stamping  every  pennyweight  of  gold  and  every  penny- 
worth of  copper  that  is  put  into  circulation  as  money,  and  with  ear- 
nest severity  punishes  every  counterfeiter  who  cheats  us  of  a  single 
dollar,  it  refuses  its  sanction  to  those  who  offer  to  judge  for  that  same 
people  of  all  that  relates  to  the  deep  mysteries  of  life  and  disease  ;  it 
has  no  punishment,  no  reproof  even  for  the  counterfeit  physician  that 
cheats  us  of  our  life. 

"  It  inspects  drugs  and  medicines,  destroying  all  that  are  not  of 
standing  purity,  and  yet  it  cares  net  who  uses  them  :  thus  the  govern- 
ment officer  is  made  to  sharpen  the  sword,  and  throw  it  into  the  circle, 
indifferent  whether  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  trained  and  tried  sol- 
dier, or  those  of  the  highwayman." 

"  May  we  not  find  in  considerations  like  these  a  principle  which 
can  be  so  applied  as  greatly  to  benefit  the  living,  and  yet  violate  no 
sympathy  of  the  heart,  nor  yet  infringe  in  one  jot  or  tittle  the  law  of 
nature  regarding  the  dead  ?  Let  us  protect  and  cherish  natural  and 
proper  sentiments  whenever  there,  is  an  eye  to  weep  or  a  bosom  to 
feel,  whether  it  be  found  in  the  mansion  of  the  rich  or  in  the  cabin  of 
the  poor;  nay,  though  that  eye  be  dimmed  by  excess,  and  the  bosom 
be  hardened  by  crime,  still  when  a  human  sympathy  remains,  let  us 
extend  over  it  the  protection  of  the  law.  Beyond  this,  what  is  there 
but  superstition  and  prejudice  %  Beyond  this,  do  we  not  wrong  the 
living  by  shutting  up  the  avenues  to  knowledge ;  a  knowledge,  too, 
which  couches  the  health,  the  physical  integrity,  even  the  life  of  every 
man  %  Beyond  this,  do  we  not  print  on  our  statute  books  an  absur- 
dity, a  folly  1  Let  it  not  be  thought  irrelevant  that  I  refer  to  the 
statute  book.  The  Pharaoh  that  knew  not  Joseph  is  held  to  have 
been  a  hard  master,  when  he  said :  "  Go  now  and  work,  for  there 
shall  no  straw  be  given  you,  yet  shall  ye  deliver  the  tale  of  brick." 
But  even  the  hardhearted  authorised  the  order  :  "  Go  ye,  get  you 
straw  where  ye  can  find  it."  But  we  ;  are  not  beaten  if  we  deliver 
not  the  tale  of  brick  1  And  yet  more  surely  are  we  not  beaten  if  we 
get  us  straw  where  we  can  find  it?" 

"  I  therefore  proceed  next  to  show  that  medicine  has  materially 
lengthened  human  life,  within  the  period  designated  in  the  preceding 
remarks  as  the  period  of  progress.  Macauley,  in  his  history  of  Eng. 
land,  says  :  "The  term  of  human  life  has  been  lengthened  in  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  especially  in  the  towns.  In  the  year  1685,  not  ac- 
counted a  sickly  year,  more  than  one  in  twenty  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  capital  died :  at  present,  only  one  in  forty  dies  annually.  The 
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difference  between  London  of  the  19th  century,  and  the  London  of 
the  17th  century,  is  greater  than  the  difference  between  London  in  or- 
dinary years  and  London  in  the  cholera. 

"  Dr.  Simpson,  in  his  paper  "  on  the  statistics  in  surgery,"  states, 
that  in  178G  the  yearly  rate  of  mortality  in  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  was  one  in  forty -two  ;  in  1801,  it  was  one  in  forty-seven  ; 
and  in  1831,  it  had  diminished  to  one  in  fifty-eight,  showing  a  reduc- 
tion of  annual  deaths  by  28  per  cent  in  the  short  period  of  half  a 
century.    (Dublin  Rev.  vol.  7,  p.  97.) 

"  Let  us  now  bring  our  inquiry  nearer  home.  In  the  city  of  New- 
York  is  a  medical  charity,  which  receives  a  liberal  sum  of  money 
every  vear  from  the  treasury  of  the  State.  It  cannot  fail  to  interest 
those  of  my  hearers  who  have  been  appointed  the  almoners  of  the 
public  bounty,  that  the  New-York  Hospital,  whose  reports  are  annu- 
ally presented  to  the  Legislature  in  this  hall,  is  an  illustration  of  the 
great  truth  which  I  have  undertaken  to  expound.  This  institution 
reaches  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  period  for  which  I  claim  the 
most  signal  improvements  in  medical  practice. 

"  I  have  before  me  a  table,  formed  from  personal  examination  of 
the  records  of  this  charity,  showing  the  mortality,  together  with  the 
number  of  patients  treated  annually  since  its  foundation.  The  first 
50  years  of  its  existence  end  with  1842.  I  find  that  if  this  term  be 
divided  into  periods  of  ten  years  each,  the  progressive  improvement 
is  uninterrupted  ;  so  that  while  the  relation  of  deaths  to  admissions  in 
the  first  15  years  was  one  in  7  J  in  the  last  5  years  it  is  one  in  11|. 
This  is  a  gain  of  more  than  j%\  or  31  saved  alive  out  of  every  100 
that  formerly  would  have  died.  Now  here  is  little  besides  medical 
treatment.  The  growth  of  the  city  has  not  materially  improved  the 
site  of  this  institution.  The  same  building  is  now  used  that  was  used 
when  it  was  opened,  though  others  have  been  added.  The  wards  were 
no  more  crowded  through  their  early  years  than  they  were  in  1842 ; 
the  comfort  of  the  patient  has  been  equally  cared  for  at  both  periods ; 
and  it  is  proper  to  give  emphasis  to  the  statement,  that  in  this  impor- 
tant result,  vaccination  has  had  no  part.  This  inestimable  discovery 
was  made,  it  is  true,  early  in  this  period  of  50  years,  but  it  could  in 
no  way  have  affected  this  hospital,  because  small-pox  has  never  been 
admitted  into  it  since  its  foundation.  What  then  have  we  here  but 
improvement  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  ?  And  it  cannot 
but  be  noticed,  first,  that  the  result  here  recorded  equals,  even  ex- 
ceeds, what  is  claimed  in  society  at  large,  from  all  beneficial  causes 
operating  together ;  second,  that  this  result,  gained  without  the  aid  of 
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vaccination,  shows  that  great  as  is  the  amount  of  good  done  by  this 
discovery,  it  is  far  from  being  the  only  life-saving  agency  by  which 
the  world  has  been  blessed  in  the  past  half  century. 

"The  important  deductions  here  made  from  the  statistics  of  the 
N.  Y.  Hospital,  are  sustained  by  what  I  have  been  able  to  collect  of 
similar  facts  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Philadelphia.  That  insti- 
tution was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  in  1752.  Its  first  90 
years  were  completed,  then,  in  1842.  During  this  period  it  received 
39,290  patients,  and  lost  of  that  number  4,120.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  annual  reports,  but  the  deaths  for  the  whole  term  of  90 
years  were  one  in  9J  of  all  admitted,  while  in  the  last  of  these  years 
it  was  only  one  in  11.87.  This  gives  us  the  last  year  better  than  the 
whole  by  more  than  19  percent.;  an  improvement  we  could  only 
have  been  prepared  for,  after  learning  the  striking  facts  substantiated 
by  the  fullest  details  from  the  N.  Y.  Hospital." 

"  That  same  year  another  little  body  of  soldiers  might  have  been 
seen,  here  at  home,  making  defensive  war  against  an  invading  enemy. 
One  after  another  of  that  little  band  sunk  mortally  wounded  on  their 
field  of  battle  ;  and  when  at  length  they  were  gathered  to  their  graves, 
glory  awoke  no  paeans  for  them.  The  public  heart,  cold  as  the  earth 
which  received  their  mortal  remains,  felt  no  pang.  Alas  !  out  of  the 
desolated  family  circle — out  of  the  profession  that  cherishes  their 
memories — who  was  there  to  mourn  for  Snowden  1  Who  was  there 
to  mourn  for  Graham  1  Who  was  there  to  mourn  for  Beals,  Hutch- 
inson, Porter,  Van  Beuren,  Hedges,  Blakeman,  Calhoun,  Worth  and 
Leonard  ?  Yet,  these  were  among  the  men  who  stood  between  the 
living  and  the  dead:  these  were  the  costly  sacrifice,  and  yet  not  all 
the  sacrifice,  by  which  the  fever  pestilence  was  stayed.  And  have 
they  died  in  vain  1 

"But  for  the  conscience  that  urges  us  to  the  performance  of  duty 
at  every  risk  ;  but  for  the  spirit  of  martyrdom — I  do  not  speak  too 
strongly,  though  I  say  it  proudly — but  for  the  spirit  of  martyrdom, 
which  the  profession  inculcates,  and  which  the  performance  of  our 
duties  ripens ;  and  above  all,  but  for  that  high  court  of  appeals,  which 
must  so  often  reverse  man's  judgment,  presided  over  by  Him  who 
hath  said  "  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  he  Jay  down  his 
life  for  his  friends ;"  but  for  these  things  they  had  died,  perhaps,  in 
vain.  Yet  they  fell  at  their  posts,  surrounded  by  known  and  appreci- 
ated dangers  :  the  soldier  could  do  no  more.  May  I  not  ask,  then, 
disclaiming  all  desire  to  underrate  the  soldier,  or  to  abate  one  tittle 
of  his  high  repute  among  men,  may  I  not  ask  the  soldier  himself)  in 
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what  the  conscientious  physician  is  less  deserving  than  he?  Is  the 
soldier  less  selfish  ?" 

"  I  well  remember  when  the  first  blow  of  this  last  and  most  re- 
lentless of  death's  agents  fell  on  the  city  in  which  I  dwell,  twenty 
years  ago,  how  the  heart  of  the  brave  man  became  as  the  heart  of  the 
child,  how  the  very  name  of  pestilence  blanched  every  cheek,  how 
thousands  on  thousands  fled,  till  in  ten  days  the  town  was  emptied  of 
half  its  inhabitants.  "  Save  himself  who  can,"  was  the  principle  of 
the  time.  Even  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  one  denomination  ex- 
cepted, sought  safety  in  flight.  Yet  the  ranks  of  the  profession  were 
well  nigh  unbroken.  Out  of  more  than  500  physicians,  I  could  hear 
of  but  three  fugitives;  and  out  of  80  medical  students,  then  in  the 
city,  I  could  not  learn  that  there  was  one.  I  can  tell  you  of  a  hun- 
dred posts  of  danger  where  numbers  fell  annually,  and  yet  their 
places  are  immediately  supplied  by  others  equally  courageous.  Of 
the  Irish  physicians  engaged  in  hospital  practice,  one  half  sicken  with 
fever,  and  one  sixth  die  of  it;  yet  the  poor  in  these  institutions  always 
have  the  best  medical  services  in  the  country  rendered  gratuitously. 
Of  thirty  assistant  physicians  doing  duty  at  Bellevue  Hospital  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  during  the  late  prevalence  of  ship  fever  in  that 
city,  21  took  the  disease,  and  5  died  of  it;  and  even  of  the  9  who  es- 
caped it  there,  3  had  already  suffered  from  it  in  other  medical  chari- 
ties. Yet  their  ranks  were  always  full ;  and  I  speak  from  personal 
knowledge,  when  I  say  that  I  know  not  where  to  look  for  a  body  of 
young  men  whose  duty  is  performed  with  more  conscientiousness,  and 
courage,  and  intelligence." 

"  Finally,  if  the  public  offer  us  no  rewards,  no  honors,  no  encour- 
agements ;  they  give  us  no  occasion  to  complain  of  their  demands. 
The  profession  in  this  country  presents  the  novel  spectacle  of  a  body 
of  men  conscientiously  forcing  themselves  to  acquisitions  of  knowledge 
and  skill,  not  only  not  demanded,  but  actually  discouraged  by  those 
for  whose  benefit  they  labor.  Medicine  is  the  only  profession  that  is 
striving  systematically  to  resist  the  down-levelling  tendencies  of  legis- 
lation ;  the  only  profession  which  every  year  demands  of  its  votaries 
higher  and  still  higher  attainments. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  in  view  of  the  past,  may  we  not  be  justly  proud 
of  our  calling  1  In  view  of  the  future,  are  we  not  prepared  to  respond 
cheerfully  and  liberally  to  its  claims  1  Medicine  demands  of  us  that 
we  be  men  of  integrity  and  honor,  men  of  character,  that  she  may  be 
respected  in  us ;  men  of  charity,  that  she  may  be  loved ;  men  of 
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learning,  that  she  may  exercise  her  rightful  authority ;  men  of  research 
and  labor,  that  she  may  claim  from  each  something  to  be  added  to  the 
general  stock  of  knowledge.  Let  us  remember  that  our  corporate 
character  is  the  aggregate  of  our  individual  characters  ;  that  improve- 
ment must  be  personal;  and  let  our  maxim  be,  "Seek  truth,  and 
pursue  it." 

Z00N0MIA:  OR  THE  LAW  OF  ANIMAL  LIFE. 

A  Lecture  delivered  before  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington, 
U.  S.  on  March  the  8th,  1853.  By  Marshall  Hall,  M.  D., 
F.  R.  Si,  Foreign  Associate  of  the  "  Academie  de  Medecine  "  of 
Paris,  &c.  &c. 

Gentlemen, — I  congratulate  myself  on  the  opportunity  afforded 
me,  by' your  kind  invitation,  to  unfold  a  principle  in  physiology  on 
which  I  have  long  meditated  and  experimented,  and  which  I  have 
ventured  to  designate  the  Law  of  Animal  Life. 

Many  have  been  the  attempts  to  define  life.  All  have,  I  think 
proved  abortive.  I  shall  not,  in  my  turn,  venture  to  attempt  that  in 
which  so  many  have  failed.  My  object  will  be  rather  to  describe 
than  to  define. 

Life,  then,  may  be  justly  viewed  as  consisting  in  a  comprehensive 
system  of  action  and  re-action — of  the  action  of  certain  physical  and 
and  chemical  influences,  and  the  re-action  of  certain  vital  powers  in 
organized  beings. 

Throughout  the  animal,  and,  indeed,  the  vegetable  kingdoms,  the 
primary  organic  agents  and  re-agents  are  pollen  and  ova.  Life  first 
consists  in  the  reciprocal  action  of  these  upon  each  other.  Such  is  the 
very  type  and  essence  of  life  in  its  earliest  dawn.  Harvey  said — 
Omne  vivum  ab  ovo.  He  might,  with  equal  truth,  have  said,  Omne 
vivum  a  polline  ;  and  with  still  greater  truth,  Omne  vivum  a  polline 
et  ovo. 

Each  of  them — the  pollen,  the  ovum — was  originally  a  creation. 
Their  mutual  and  reciprocal  action  is  a  phenomenon  which  the  Crea. 
tor  has  impressed  on  this  portion  of  His  works,  as  the  fiat  of  His  will. 

That  this  action  is  perfectly  reciprocal,  is  proved  by  the  resem- 
blance of  the  new  being  or  offspring — be  it  animal  or  vegetable — to 
both  parents.  The  event  is  at  present  as  inscrutable  in  its  nature  and 
essence,  as  it  is  interesting  to  the  physiologist  and  philosopher  as  a 
subject  of  observation  and  new  inquiry. 

Why  this  seed  of  the  Triticum  Indicum,  or  Indian  corn,  on  which 
pollen  has  fallen,  should,  if  planted  in  soil  and  exposed  to  the  genial 
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influences  of  heat  and  moisture,  become  a  noble  and  useful  plant ;  and 
this  other,  to  which,  from  its  mode  of  growth  and  treatment,  no  pollen 
has  been  allowed  to  have  access,  shall,  under  similar  circumstances 
and  influences,  undergo  decay  and  decomposition,  who  can  tell  ? 
Why  this  egg,  which  has  been  fertilized  by  pollen,  should,  under 
similar  genial  influences,  become  a  bird,  and  eventually  soar  into  the 
regions  of  the  atmosphere ;  and  why  this  other,  unaffected  by  pollen, 
should  pass  into  a  state  of  putrefaction,  who  can  declare?  Who  will 
attempt  to  explain  why  those  "  divinse  particular  auroe,"  which  exist 
in  the  form  of  pollen,  can  alone  vivify  these  ova?  Who  can  say  what 
there  is  in  these  ova,  and  what  there  is  in  the  appropriate  pollen — for 
the  two  are  equally  essential — which  develope  growth,  and  form,  and 
life? 

Look  at  these  ova  and  on  these  seeds.  On  this  ovum  and  on  this 
seed  no  pollen  has  ever  been  shed.  They  will,  though  placed  in  cir- 
cumstances the  most  favorable  for  development,  only  pass  the  more 
readily  into  decay.  But  this  other  ovum,  this  other  seed,  on  which 
pollen,  life-giving  pollen,  has  shed  itself,  will,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, germinate  and  pass  into  life,  the  whole  subsequent  being, 
being  expressly  imbued  with  the  equally  inscrutable  properties  of  the 
pollen,  and  of  the  ovum  or  seed. 

What  is  the  condition  of  this  pollenized,  this  fructified  ovum  or 
seed  before  active  life  begins  ?  Is  life  in  abeyance  ?  or  is  it  actual 
existence  only  in  its  lowest  and  imperceptible  form  ?  Have  eggs  and 
seed  a  temperature  of  their  own,  above  that  of  the  medium  in  which 
they  are  placed  ?  And  what  is  the  condition  of  this  offset  of  an  animal 
or  animalcule,  (as  the  planaria,)  or  of  this  plant  1  Both  will  continue 
to  live  independently  of  the  original  stem.  Both  may  be  multiplied 
and  propagated  by  new  and  similar  offsets.  Both  are,  as  I  have 
stated,  equally  imbued  with  the  properties,  both  of  the  original  pol- 
len and  ovum.  All  this  is  mysterious,  inscrutable  in  its  essence,  con- 
stituting one  of  the  arcana  of  nature,  which  may  long,  may  forever  be 
hidden  from  us. 

But  the  laws  of  life,  and  those  of  the  material  and  inorganic  world, 
may  be  detected,  and  their  detection  and  investigation  are  amongst 
the  most  legitimate,  interesting  and  important  objects  of  philosophical 
inquiry.  At  present  I  beg  only  to  state,  that  whilst  pollen  places  the 
ovum  or  seed  under  vital  influences,  its  absence  allows  them  to  become 
the  prey  of  mere  physical  or  chemical  agencies  alone. 

The  further  essential  and  distinctive  characteristics  of  organized 
beings,  that  in  which  they  differ  from  the  objects  of  the  inorganic 
world,  is — membrane.  Through  this  membrane,  a  special  function  of 
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transition  takes  place,  constituting  endosmosis  and  exosmosis,  or  imbi- 
bition and  exudation. 

If  this  membrane  be  injured,  or  broken  down,  the  materials  of 
organized  beings  are  again  immediately  subtracted  from  the  laws  of 
organization,  and  delivered  over  to  the  ordinary  principles  of  chemi- 
cal action — decay,  or  eremacausis — from  which  that  membrane  had 
preserved  them,  whilst  it  placed  them  under  the  dominion  or  modifi- 
cation of  vital  influences.  Examples  of  this  fact  are  afforded  by  bruises 
of  animal  or  vegetable  tissues,  which,  if  slight,  are  repaired  by  the 
vital  powers  ;  but  if  severe,  lead  to  death  or  decay.  How  extraordi- 
nary are  the  changes  which  almost  immediately  take  place  in  bruised 
flesh,  or  in  a  bruised  orange  or  apple  ! 

But  I  must  hasten  from  these  preliminary  views,  and  pass  on  to 
the  more  express  subject  of  this  lecture.  All  living  beings,  from  the 
serpent  to  the  eagle,  possess,  in  common,  peculiar  dynamic  properties ; 
in  all,  these  properties  respond  to  appropriate  external  and  internal 
stimuli.  On  the  reciprocal  play,  action  and  re-action,  of  those  forces 
and  agents,  life,  with  all  its  varied  phenomena,  in  all  its  varied  forms, 
essentially  depends. 

These  dynamics  and  these  stimuli  bear  a  relative  proportion  to 
each  other ;  this  proportion  is  inverse ;  the  higher  the  dynamic,  the 
lower  the  stimuli,  and  vice  versa.   Such  is — the  Law  of  Animal  Life. 

In  the  animal  kingdom,  two  forms  of  dynamics  exist ;  the  first  has 
its  seat  in  the  nervous  system,  or,  more  definitely,  in  the  spinal  and 
ganglionic  sub-systems ;  I  venture  to  designate  it  by  the  term  neuro- 
dynamic.  The  second  has  its  seat  in  the  muscular  system ;  it  may  be 
designated  myo-dynamic.  The  stimuli  exist  in  greater  numbers,  for 
they  consist  in  physical  and  chemical  agents  of  the  external  world — 
such  as  air,  food,  water,  heat,  light,  the  galvanic  influence,  &c. 

I  must  introduce  the  subject  of  the  vital  dynamics  by  showing 
those  who  are  not  familiar  with  physiology,  an  experiment  full  of  the 
deepest  interest ;  I  place  before  you  a  frog,  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
and  you  will  observe  how  the  most  elevated  principles  of  philosophy 
may  be  illustrated  by  what  you  may  deem  the  humblest  objects  of 
creation.  The  physiologist  knows  and  feels  that  his  science,  elevated 
as  it  is,  is  included  in  the  most  insignificant  insect  that  lives — the 
caterpillar  or  the  butterfly. 

The  nervous  system  consists  in  three  sub-systems;  the  first  is  that 
in  which  the  brain,  or  cerebrum,  is  the  centre,  and  sensation  and  voli- 
tion are  the  special  functions ;  I  have  removed  this  centre  and  these 
functions  from  this  frog,  by  removing  the  head,  and,  with  it,  the  very 
centre  of  the  system,  or  sub-system,  itself;  the  creature  is  thus 
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entirely  deprived  of  sensibility ;  the  idea  of  suffering  is  excluded. 
It  is  also  deprived  of  volition — all  spontaneous  movements  are  im- 
possible. 

Yet  there  is  a  source  and  power  of  movement  remaining,  for  you 
observe  the  effect  of  irritation  of  the  integument  covering  the  toe  or 
foot.  This  power  resides  in  the  spinal  marrow,  or  spinal  centre,  and 
certain  nerves  proceeding  to  it  and  from  it,  termed  therefore,  eisodic 
and  exodic.  I  have  designated  this  power  neuro-dynamic;  it  was 
formerly  termed  the  vis  nervosa ;  its  English  appellation  would  be 
ncn'e-power. 

The  nerves  which  proceed  to  the  centre  of  this  spinal  system,  arise 
from  the  skin.  I  have  removed  them  from  the  left  foot,  and  you 
will  observe  that  the  same  irritation  which  applied  to  the  right  foot, 
induced  contraction  of  the  muscles,  is  inoperative  when  applied  to 
this  wounded  limb ;  in  effect,  the  origin  of  the  eisodic  nerve  has  been 
removed  with  the  integument. 

But  I  now  irritate  the  spinal  centre  itself :  you  observe  the  con- 
vulsions produced. 

Lastly,  I  irritate  these,  the  lumbar  nerves ;  they  are  exodic,  and 
pioseed  to  the  muscles :  again  the  limbs  are  violently  agitated  by 
movements. 

These,  then,  are  phenomena  arising  out  of  irritation  of  the  nerves,, 
eisodic  and  exodic,  and  the  centre  of  the  spinal  system.  They  attest 
the  neuro-dynamic  power  of  those  several  nervous  tissues. 

But  there  is  still  a  third  sub-system  of  the  nervous  system ;  it  is 
termed  the  ganglionic,  and  it  is  connected  with  all  that  is  interior,  or 
within  us.  I  have  here  placed  aside  the  viscera  of  the  frog,  and  with 
them  the  ganglionic  sub-system  belonging  to  them — the  heart,  the 
stomach,  the  intestines,  &c.  If  you  were  nearer,  you  would  see  the 
heart  pulsate,  and  the  stomach  and  intestines  move  by  what  is  termed 
peristaltic  action.  These  phenomena  are  effectible  through  the  medium 
of  the  ganglionic  portion  of  the  nervous  system,  in  which  the  neuro- 
dynamic  must  also  reside. 

But  besides  the  power  residing  in  the  nervous  tissues,  there  is,  as 
above  stated,  another  dynamic.  Its  seat  is  the  muscular  tissue  ;  for 
which  reason  it  may  be  designated  the  myo-dynamic.  You  observe 
the  effect  of  a  very  slight  galvanic  influence  passed  along  this  muscle ; 
the  muscle  is  immediately  vigorously  contracted.  This  is  the  vis 
muscularis  of  physiologists,  the  mwsc/e-power. 

I  must  again  hasten  away  from  this  explanation.  I  repeat  that 
these  vital  dynamics,  and  the  physical  and  chemical  stimuli  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  bear  an  inverse  ratio  to  each  other.    This  is  the  case 
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both  primarily  and  secondarily ;  the  first,  by  creation ;  the  second,  by 
a  natural  operation  and  effect;  for  if  stimulus  be  diminished,  the 
dynamic  becomes  augmented :  and  if  the  stimulis  be  augmented,  the 
dynamic  becomes  exhausted,  and,  in  some  degree,  proportionately 
reduced,  as  natural  events,  causes  and  effects.  Thus  the  effect  of 
hibernation,  during  which  the  stimuli  of  air,  food,  temperature,  and 
nutrition,  are  reduced  to  their  minimum,  is  to  lead  to  augmented 
dynamic  and  excitability,  and  to  what  may  very  appropriately  be 
designated,  vernation,  or  the  activity  of  spring ;  whilst  the  effect  of 
the  augmented  stimulus  in  the  summer  months,  that  is  of  augmented 
air,  food,  temperature,  and  nutrition,  is  to  exhaust  or  lessen  the  dyna- 
mic of  nervous  and  muscular  fibre,  however  they  may  augment 
general  activity  and  power  of  mass,  and  prepare  the  way  for  the  next 
winter's  sleep. 

By  creation  and  the  operation  of  natural  causes,  then,  the  inverse 
ratio  between  dynamic  and  stimulus,  in  animated  creation,  is — the 
Law  of  Life. 

The  attempt  to  invert  this  law  in  either  direction,  and  equally  in 
either  direction,  is  to  destroy  life.  Unduly  to  augment  the  stimulus 
when  the  dynamic  is  high ;  or  unduly  to  diminish  the  stimulus  when 
the  dynamic  is  low,  is  equally  to  interrupt  the  vital  actions. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


The  following  queries  are  as  applicable  in  Virginia  [and  New- York,] 
as  elsewhere : 

Medical  men  sometimes  like  to  feel  the  pulse  of  their  brethren  upon 
particular  subjects  without  having  to  write  an  essay  as  long  as  the 
moral  law.  We  would  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  medical  men  of  Ten- 
nessee and  elsewhere,  expressed  in  a  few  lines,  touching  several  matters : 

1st.  To  what  extent  can  honorable  medicine  coquette  with  quack- 
cry  this  side  of  pollution  ? 

2d.  Can  honorable  medicine  prescribe  a  quack  medicine  and 
charge  for  the  prescription,  without  ceasing  to  be  honorable? 

There  are  two  instances  in  the  past  year  of  professors  in  medical 
schools  whose  surgical  operations  were  extensively  published  in  news- 
papers, contrary  to  the  statute  therein  made  and  provided,  and  it 
would  seem  that  at  one  of  the  operations  an  editor  of  a  newspaper 
was  present !   What  do  our  correspondents  think  of  that? 

4th.  If  men  in  high  places  are  permitted  to  procure  themselves  to 
be  puffed  into  notoriety  by  the  public  press,  should  a  poor  devil  of  a 
pill  driver  be  scouted  for  doing  the  same  thing1? 
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5th.  Is  not  that  which  is  sauce  for  the  goose  sauce  for  the  gander  ? 

6th.  Does  the  compounder  of  a  private  medicine  for  sale,  adver- 
tised in  his  name  to  make  money,  remove  from  it  the  stench  of 
unmitigated  quackery  by  omitting  the  common  prefix  patent,  and  by 
telling  a  few  physicians  how  it  is  prepared  1 

7th.  Is  not  the  prescribing  6T  such  a  medicine,  or  recommendation 
of  it  in  the  public  prints  by  a  physician,  as  violative  of  the  code  as 
would  be  the  same  offence  in  regard  to  any  other  cpiack  medicine 
whatever  1 

8th.  Can  a  physician  do  these  things  and  be  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  1 

9th.  As  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  has  adopted 
the  code  of  the  American  Medical  Association  for  the  government  of 
its  members,  can  one  be  a  member  of  the  former  who  would  be 
barred  by  the  statute  from  membership  in  the  latter? 

10th.  If  a  State  Society  permit  its  members  to  do  that  which  the 
American  Medical  Association  forbids,  is  the  former  entitled  to  be 
represented  in  the  latteT  ? 

11th.  If  a  competent,  faithful  and  obliging  apothecary  cuts  loose 
from  vile  charlatanry  by  a  bag  and  baggage  exodus  of  its  nauseous 
and  distemper-breeding  hell-broths  from  his  establishment,  and  throws 
himself  for  support  upon  honorable  medicine,  is  not  the  latter  bound 
in  honor  and  morals  to  sustain  him  1  And  if,  notwithstanding,  the 
votaries  of  honorable  medicine,  secure  in  a  large  patronage,  pass  him 
by  and  patronize  the  Babylon  of  humbuggers  and  humbugged,  should 
they  or  should  they  not  be  marked  as  aiders  and  abettors  of,  and,  to 
that  extent,  spotted  by,  quackery  1 

12th.  In  religion,  can  a  man  live  in  a  Church  in  open  opposition  to 
its  creed,  and  is  there  any  reason  why  Medical  politics  should  be  less 
stringent  than  Church  politics] 

13th.  If  holding  with  the  hare  and  running  with  the  hounds  better 
the  fortune  of  the  individual,  does  it  not  do  so  to  the  detriment  of  the 
commonwealth  of  hares  or  hounds ;  and  if  so,  should  not  such  a  one 
be  constrained  to  "  define  his  position,"  and  failing  therein,  should  it 
not  be  defined  for  him  by  the  nearest  court  having  competent  juris- 
diction ? 

14th.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  true  of  honorable  medicine  as  of  true  reli- 
gion, that  those  who  are  not  for  it  are  against  it  ? 

15th.  Can  a  man  be  so  much  for  himself  as  to  swindle  his  con- 
science into  the  belief  that  an  honest  effort  to  sustain  a  great  interest, 
if  it  conflict  with  his  interest,  is  uncalled  for  and  perhaps  personal  '? 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


279 


And  if  he  come  to  such  a  conclusion,  how  much  more  valuable  is  that 
conclusion  than  a  pinch  of  snuff  ? 

16th.  Finally — If  big  dogs  are  permitted  to  jump  the  fence  and 
luxuriate  in  forbidden  ground,  should  not  the  bars  be  let  down  and 
little  dogs  whistled  in,  that  all  may  be  partakers  of  the  goodness  and 
fatness  thereof? 

Naehville  Journal  of  Medicine. 


Correction. 

In  our  department  of  "  selections,"  by  a  strange  inadvertence, 
either  we  or  our  printers,  no  matter  which,  have  failed  to  give  the 
usual  credit  in  a  few  late  instances.  We  stand  corrected,  and  hope 
to  do  better  for  the  future.  For  ourselves  we  have  ceased  to  be  as 
sensitive  as  formerly,  in  relation  to  the  frequent  transfers  of  our  ori- 
ginal articles  to  the  pages  of  our  contemporary  journals,  and  no  longer 
complain  of  the  injustice  which  conceals  the  source  whence  they  are 
derived.  But  we  never  intended  retaliation,  and  shall  be  more  care- 
ful hereafter.  "Happy  is  he  who  oondemneth  not  himself  in  the 
thing  which  he  alloweth." 

Nashville  University. 

The  announcement  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  this  new  school,  the 
next  being  only  their  third  course  of  lectures,  is  found  thus  early  in 
our  columns.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  enterprise  and  earnestness 
with  which  the  Faculty  have  entered  upon  the  work  of  medical  teach- 
ing, and  their  success  in  convening  a  class  of  130  for  their  second 
session  is  the  result  of  the  diligence  and  zeal  which  they  have  brought 
to  their  work. 

The  location  of  this  college  is  excellent,  the  facilities  for  teaching 
already  collected,  are  ample,  and  the  ability  of  the  professors  gives 
assurance  of  a  thriving  and  prosperous  school,  in  a  region  of  country 
which  furnishes  many  pupils.  The  State  of  Tennessee  should  sustain 
this  school,  by  refusing  to  charter  any  other,  until  it  is  needed. 

Medical  Honor. 

The  election  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Knight,  the  veteran  Professor  of 
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Surgery  in  Yale  College,  to  the  highest  post  of  honor  in  our  ranks, 
as  President  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  will  give  universal 
satisfaction.  Apart  from  his  exalted  professional  and  moral  worth, 
in  which  he  has  no  superior,  and  his  unrivalled  ability  as  a  presiding 
officer,  there  were  other  and  potent  reasons  which  rendered  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  office  eminently  proper.  He  presided  at  the  Convention 
in  New-York  which  formed  the  Association,  and  has  never  before 
been  elected  President  since  the  Constitutional  organization.  Our 
city  very  properly  waived  all  supposed  claim  to  this  dignity  in  his 
favor,  as  was  meet  and  right,  since  we  have  already  had  one  represen- 
tative in  the  office,  viz ,  Professor  Stevens,  and  the  unanimous  choice 
of  Dr.  Knight  will  be  everywhere  acceptable  to  the  profession. 

Premiums. 

Dr.  Waldo  J.  Burnett,  of  Boston,  and  Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlce, 
of  Philadelphia,  received  the  award  of  one  hundred  dollars  each  for 
the  best  essays,  submitted  to  the  Committe  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  of  which  Professor  J.  M.  Smith  was  the  chairman.  The 
first  was  on  "  the  Cell,  its  pathology,  &c. ;"  and  the  second  on  "  Fi- 
brous tumors  of  the  Uterus."    Both  will  be  published. 

Medical  Reform. 

The  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  profession  in  favor  of  a  radical 
reform,  in  the  medical  schools  of  the  country,  was  apparent  in  the 
resolutions  offered  and  in  the  discussions  had  thereon,  by  many  of  the 
most  eminent  men  who  were  delegates  from  abroad.  Many  of  the 
abuses  existing  in  regard  to  the  Ethical  Code,  Examinations,  Double 
courses  of  Lectures,  Graduation  of  Quacks,  &c,  &c,  were  indicated 
and  rebuked  ;  but  very  little  legislation  was  attempted  for  the  present, 
with  the  view  of  affording  all  concerned  space  for  repentance  and 
voluntary  reform.  The  determination  however,  to  correct  these 
abuses  by  the  direct  action  of  the  body,  was  very  obviously  exhibited 
by  many  of  the  leading  speakers,  and  the  work  will,  doubtless,  be  com- 
menced at  St.  Louis,  for  there  is  a  sound  sentiment  pervading  the 
South  and  West,  of  which  there  was  ample  evidence  at  the  present 
Convention. 

We  were  glad  to  observe  that  the  brethren  in  this  region  courte- 
ously forbore  to  lead  off  in  any  prominent  action  at  this  meeting  held 
in  our  own  city,  but  yielded  the  floor  and  all  important  measures  to 
the  delegates  from  abroad.  This  course  was  eminently  proper,  and 
was  appreciated,  but  was  the  only  reason  why  certain  flagrant  abuses 
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to  which  we  have  heretofore  alluded,  were  not  brought  specifically 
before  the  body. 

A  Palpable  Hit. 

The  editor  of  the  N.  H.  Journal  of  Medicine,  in  commenting  upon 
the  very  delicate  and  dainty  manner  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal,  in  dealing  with  the  Homoeopaths,  still  retained  in  fel- 
lowship by  the  Massachusetts  State  Medical  Society,  makes  a  home 
thrust  in  the  following  terms,  viz  : — 

"  We  feel  proud,  that  we  at  least,  are  not  compelled  to  blow  hot  and 
to  blow  cold  to  retain  subscribers,  or  to  Jill  the  -pocket  of  our  publisher, 
or  in  any  other  way  to  dally  with  this,  or  any  other  form  of  charlatan- 
ism.'1'' 

Well  and  truly  said  Brother  Parker,  give  us  your  right  hand,  for 
we  claim  kindred  fellowship  with  you  in  this  respect,  and  are  equally 
"proud."  But  you  forget  that  the  secret  of  making  money  by  a 
medical  journal  is  "  to  blow  hot  and  to  blow  cold,"  and  pander  to 
polite  and  polished  forms  of  quackery  in  and  out  of  the  profession, 
thus  multiplying  subscribers.  Depend  upon  it  Brother  Parker,  we 
will  have  a  less  subscription  list,  while  retaining  self-respect,  than  our 
neighbors  down  East  or  elsewhere,  who  sacrifice  their  independence 
by  never  censuring  wrong-doers  in  our  ranks,  and  handling  even 
quacks  tenderly  and  with  kid-gloves.  Such  namby-pamby  journals, 
neither  one  thing  nor  the  other,  always  on  the  fence,  or  sailing  "  off 
Point  no  Point"  on  every  mooted  question  to  get  or  retain  subscri- 
bers, are  welcome  to  the  "  thrift  which  follows  fawning."  Be  it  our 
pride  to  forfeit  that  popularity,  and  forego  its  rewards,  when  both  are 
the  price  of  retaining  our  manliness  and  independence. 

To  the  "  palpable  hit "  we  have  italicized  above,  the  party  con- 
cerned, as  in  duty  bound,  says  nothing!  Strike  again,  Brother  Par- 
ker, and  we  will  echo  the  blow. 

Portrait  of  Professor  Stevens. 

We  have  inserted  in  this  number  the  brief  sketch  of  the  life  and 
character  of  this  eminent  surgeon,  and  unless  again  disappointed  by 
the  lithographer,  his  promised  likeness.  This  is  an  earnest  of  what 
our  subscribers  may  expect  hereafter,  as  our  continued  patronage  may 
authorize.  We  intend  thus  to  render  the  Gazette  still  more  worthy 
of  the  support  of  the  profession,  by  commemorating  the  venerated 
worthies  of  our  fraternity,  at  home  and  abroad,  by  engraved  portraits, 
and  biographies.  Several  others  are  in  preparation  for  this  and  the 
succeeding  volume. 
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In  the  next  Number, 

Dr.  P.'s  practical  article  on  the  tampon  in  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 
Dr.  Trowbridge's  Cases  of  Lithotomy,  and  Dr.  Cleaveland's  paper  on 
Galvanism,  with  other  original  articles,  will  appear.  They  came  to 
hand  too  late  for  this  number. 

Penn!  Medical  College. 

Not  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  as  our  printers  made  us 
say  in  our  last  number,  is  the  Chrono-Thermal,  hodgepodge  concern, 
which  was  the  subject  of  our  strictures,  as  must  have  been  obvious  to 
every  reader.  We  correct  the  mistake  in  the  name,  only  to  say  that 
the  latter  college  is  a  highly  reputable  institution,  having  a  Faculty 
of  able  and  competent  teachers,  who  ought  not  to  be  confounded  with 
the  miserable  counterfeit,  which  has  assumed  the  name  of  the  founder 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  correction  may  be  unnecessary, 
but  it  is  just. 

Deceased  Physicians. 

Among  the  numerous  recent  deaths  which  our  profession  is  called 
to  lament,  we  are  pained  to  record  the  following : — 

Professor  Lewis  C.  Beck  of  the  Albany  Medical  College,  an  able 
teacher,  and  distinguished  by  his  attainments  in  learning  and  science. 
He  died  at  the  residence  of  his  brother,  Professor  T.  Romeyn  Beck, 
at  Albany,  on  the  20th  of  April  last. 

Professor  William  Power,  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  an  emi- 
nent teacher  and  practitioner.  A  feeling  tribute  to  his  memory  has 
appeared  from  the  classic  pen  of  Dr.  A.  Stille,  of  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Joseph  T.  Pitney,  of  Auburn,  a  distinguished  physician,  and 
a  highly  reputable  man. 

Dr.  James  B.  Adams,  formerly  House  Physician  of  Bellevue 
Hospital,  and  recently  of  Dunkirk,  N.  Y. 


To  Correspondents. 

"  Decorum"  is  informed  that  we  cannot  condescend  to  give  his 
long  article  to  our  readers,  albeit  the  "  two  members  of  the  commit- 
tee "  merit  his  castigation.  But  they  are  truly  "  very  small  men," 
and  after  the  indignity  offered  to  Dr.  Parsons,  and  afterwards  to  Dr. 
J.  R.  Wood,  they  were  justly  rebuked  by  the  latter  gentleman,  in 
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terms  to  which  the  whole  party  responded.  The  semi-apologies  ex- 
torted, we  admit,  did  not  mend  the  matter.  But  as  elsewhere  stated, 
we  deemed  the  paltry  piece  of  officiousness  too  insignificant  to  detract 
from  the  general,  and  otherwise  universal  decorum  of  the  occasion. 
There  are  some  men  whom  it  is  impossible  to  put  in  any  place,  with- 
out their  becoming  too  big  to  fill  it. 

Our  correspondent  B.  I.  will  excuse  us  from  inserting  his  critique 
in  relation  to  the  "  nose-pulling,"  or  the  insult  of  which  he  speaks  as 
an  "  ample  provocation,"  both  having  transpired  during  the  late  ex- 
cursion of  the  profession  to  the  public  institutions,  when  we  could  not 
be  present.  We  regret  the  whole  affair  as  much  as  he  does ;  and  if 
the  facts  are  correctly  reported,  concur  with  him  in  rejoicing  that  the 
"  forbearance  of  the  Professor  prevented  any  further  violence."  The 
subsequent  course  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  was  "unfortunate 
and  uncalled  for,"  not  merely,  but  simply  ludicrous,  and  deserves  the 
censure  of  the  whole  profession.  Let  this  blunder  be  forgotten,  with 
the  rest  of  the  budget.  Happily  none  of  our  brethren  from  abroad 
were  implicated,  and  the  New-York  doctors  being  used  to  cutting  up 
each  other,  may  safely  be  left  alone  in  their  glory. 

Dr.  V.  must  excuse  us  from  involving  either  him  or  ourselves  in 
an  endless  and  fruitless  controversy  about  a  mere  personal  matter, 
which  cannot  possibly  interest  our  readers.  If  he  will  furnish  an  ar- 
ticle on  the  subject  he  names,  free  from  offensive  personalities,  he  may 
illustrate  the  ignorance  of  his  neighbors  in  Medical  Jurisprudence  by 
the  cases  to  which  he  refers. 

Adhesive  Plaster. 

This  indispensable  article,  now  used  so  extensively  by  physicians 
and  surgeons,  need  no  longer  be  imported,  for  we  have  lately  pro- 
cured a  specimen  which  for  its  beautiful  color,  or  rather  the  absence 
of  all  color,  and  especially  for  its  readiness  of  application,  and  its  per- 
manent hold  upon  the  integument,  is  unsurpassed  by  any  we  have 
ever  seen.  It  is  manufactured  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Davidson,  a  chemist  of 
this  city,  and  must  soon  take  the  place  of  all  others. 


Principles  of  Organic  and  Physiological  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Carl 
Lowig.  Translated  by  Dr.  Daniel  Breed,  of  the  U.  S.  Patent 
Office.    Philadelphia :  A.  Hart.  1853. 

The  learned  author  of  this  master-piece  of  Philosophical  Chemis- 
try is  the  professor  of  this  science  in  the  Universy  of  Zurich,  and 
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enjoys  a  world-wide  reputation,  especially  in  scientific  organic  chemis- 
try, not  inferior  to  the  celebrated  Liebig,  whose  co-laborer  he  is  in  this 
field  of  inquiry.  It  must  have  been  a  Herculean  task  to  write  this 
book,  so  profoundly  philosophical,  and  elaborate  as  it  is,  demanding 
in  the  author  a  thorough  familiarity  with  chemistry  not  only,  but  also 
of  the  higher  mathematics.  The  labor  of  the  American  translator 
must  have  been  immense  in  view  of  the  innumerable  formulae  of  or- 
ganic compounds,  which  make  the  staple  of  the  volume,  and  the 
infinite  number  of  technicalities  and  symbols  abounding  on  every 
page.  But  Dr.  Breed  has  proved  himself  adequate  to  the  work  he 
has  undertaken,  having  begun  his  career  as  a  pupil  of  Professor 
Draper,  of  the  New-York  University,  to  whom  he  dedicates  the 
volume,  and  having  since  improved  the  practical  advantages  afforded 
in  the  laboratories  of  both  Liebig  and  Lowig,  the  author  of  the  work, 
in  Germany,  where  he  perfected  himself  in  the  language,  and  diligently 
cultivated  the  science  under  these  great  masters.  This  must  become 
a  text-book  in  all  the  schools  of  the  country,  and  will  long  be  a 
standard  authority.  The  typography  and  style  of  the  volume,  are 
alike  wrorthy  of  the  publisher. 

National  Magazine.  The  May  number  of  this  beautiful  monthly 
is  an  improvement  on  its  predecessors.  Its  editor,  Rev.  Abel  Stevens, 
is  one  of  the  most  gifted  and  sprightly  writers  of  the  age,  the  exube- 
rance of  whose  mental  activity  is  ever  overflowing,  and  needs  just 
such  a  vehicle  through  which  to  pour  forth  the  fruits  of  his  thinking. 
His  editorials  appear  to  be  written  currente  calamo,  as  though  -with 
him,  writing  for  the  press,  is  only  "thinking  aloud."  We  like  his 
originality  and  fearless  expression  of  opinion  on  every  subject,  and 
this  even  when  we  differ  from  him,  and  are  constrained  to  marvel  at 
his  intellectual  aberrations,  as  we  regard  them.  But  these  are  only 
"  spots  upon  the  sun  "  which  scarcely  at  all  obstruct  the  brilliancy  of 
his  light,  or  in  the  least  obstruct  the  rays  of  fervent  heat  which  flash 
and  blaze  upon  every  page  of  the  Magazine,  illuminated  by  his  pen. 
Ideas,  not  words,  are  the  staple  commodity  in  which  he  deals,  though 
his  "  organ  of  language"  is  by  no  means  deficient.  The  rarity  of  this 
excellence  in  the  writers  for  our  periodical  press  should  create  a  de- 
mand for  the  "  National,"  which  we  are  pleased  to  learn  has  already 
a  multitude  of  readers.  It  is  published  by  Carlton  and  Philips,  200 
Mulberry-st.,  New-York. 

Putnam's  Monthly.  We  have  heretofore  spoken  of  this  new 
Magazine,  which  has  already  taken  a  strong  hold  upon  the  patronage 
of  the  reading  public,  having  secured  nearly  forty  thousand  subscri- 
bers in  the  few  months  of  its  existence.    The  high  literary  character 
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of  its  contents,  as  well  as  the  lofty  moral  tone  of  the  work,  commend 
it  to  popular  favor,  and  professional  men  who  have  taste  for  such 
reading,  cannot  fail  to  estimate  this  periodical,  and  profit  hy  its  pe- 
rusal, in  the  hours  of  relaxation,  which  all  of  us  imperatively  recmire. 
We  commend  the  work  to  the  brethren  everywhere. 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine  continues  to  grow  upon  the  reading 
public,  as  is  apparent  from  the  edition  of  the  May  number  having 
reached  the  maximum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand.  What  a 
privilege  it  is  to  cater  for  so  many  readers,  and  have  access  to  such  a 
multitude  of  minds,  as  are  monthly  engaged  in  perusing  its  pages. 
Both  editors  and  publishers  appear  to  appreciate  their  highly  respon- 
sible position,  for  notwithstanding  the  variety  kept  up  in  adapting  the 
work  to  the  promiscuous  throng  of  its  readers,  whose  diversified  tastes 
must  be  consulted,  the  utmost  care  is  obviously  taken  in  the  original 
and  selected  matter,  as  also  in  the  illustrations,  to  render  it  unexcep- 
tionable to  the  most  critical  and  fastidious  reader.  The  extension  of 
its  circulation  therefore  cannot  fail  to  be  useful,  while  under  the  guid- 
ance of  its  present  publishers,  every  number  furnishing  as  it  does  so 
much  delightful  reading,  and  at  so  low  a  price. 

Galvanism  ;  its  application  as  a  Remedial  Agent.    By  C.  H.  Cleave- 
land,  M.  D.    New-York,  1853. 

This  little  manual  is  designed  by  the  author  to  exhibit  the  profes- 
sional testimony  of  the  most  eminent  men  at  home  and  abroad,  in 
relation  to  the  therapeutic  value  of  galvanism  in  a  variety  of  diseases, 
and  is  intended  for  circulation  among  medical  men. 

Dr.  C.  is  an  energetic  man,  and  a  vigorous  writer,  well  known 
through  our  periodical  press,  and  is  now  devoting  himself  to  inquiries 
and  experiments  to  test  the  value  of  a  new  abdominal  supporter  in 
uterine  and  spinal  diseases,  in  which  an  ingenious  application  of  gal- 
vanism is  secured,  from  which  he  anticipates  the  best  results.  An 
article  from  his  pen  on  this  subject  may  be  expected  in  our  next  num- 
ber. 

The  Action  of  Medicines  in  the  Svstem,  or  the  mode  in  which  ther- 
apeutic agents  introduced  into  the  stomach  produce  their  peculiar 
effects  on  the  animal  economy.  Being  the  prize  essay  to  which 
the  Medical  Society  of  London  awarded  the  Fothergillian  gold 
medal  for  1852.  By  Frederick  W.  Headland,  B.  A.,  M.  R.  C.  S. 
Philadelphia :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1853.  New-York :  O.  A. 
Roorbach. 

This  is  an  early  reprint  of  a  work  which  will  make  a  sensation  in 
the  medical  world.    Without  endorsing  all  its  teachings,  its  elaborate 
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theorizing,  and  striking  originality,  command  our  respect  for  the 
author's  industry  and  talent.  It  contains,  moreover,  a  multitude  of 
new  ideas,  a  commodity  rarely  found  in  modern  books,  and  meriting 
perusal.  After  reading  it  thoroughly,  we  shall  again  recur  to  it,  but 
meanwhile  recommend  it  to  our  readers. 


Receipts  not  otherwise  acknowledged. 

Drs.  Culbert,  2,  Richardson,  2,  J.  Miller,  2,  Henry,  2,  Armsby  &  F.  3,  Bai- 
ley, 2,  Bissel,  2,  Beardsly,  3,  Harris,  2,  S.  Jackson,  2,  Valk,  2,  Skilton,  2,  A.  L. 
Cox,  2,  Goodsel,  2,  Hintze,  2,  Longking,  2,  Sims,  2,  Gibbes,  2. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE— Med- 
ical Department. — The  Third  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will 
commence  on  Tuesday  the  first  of  November 
next,  and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing 
March. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Spe- 
cial Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 


William  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for 
students  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures  will  be 
given  by  the  Professors,  commencing  also  on 
the  first  Monday  in  October. 

The  Students  will  have  free  access  to  the 
State  Hospital. 

Fee  of  each  Professor  $15.  Matriculation 
ticket  $5  ;  Dissecting  ticket  $10  ;  Graduation 
fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  at 
from  $2  50  to  $3  per  week.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Dean. 

J.  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Feb.,  1853. 
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/COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SUR 
V/  GEONS,  New-York.— The  Faculty  of  thi 
Institution  have  determined  to  establish  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  instruction  throughout  the 
year.  They  believe  that  Medical  Students  can 
very  profitably  employ  the  whole  year  in  me- 
dical study  in  the  city  ;  devoting  the  Summer 
to  Clinical  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics, 
together  with  the  study  of  special  subjects, 
either  not  embraced  in  the  sub-graduate  course 
or  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand  full  ela- 
boration ;  and  the  Winter  to  the  ordinary 
didactic  teaching  by  Lectures,  Examinations, 
&c.  With  these  views  they  have,  with  the 
kind  assistance  of  some  of  their  friends,  esta- 
blished a  Spring  and  Summer  Course  of  In- 
struction on  the  following  plan  : 

1st.  CLINICAL  TEACHING. — Three  Clini- 
ques  will  be  held  each  week.  On  Monday  the 
Surgical  Clinique,  so  long  in  successful  opera- 
tion under  Professor  Parker,  who  will  be  as- 
sisted by  L.  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.  and  Roger  G. 
Perkins,  M.D.  On  Thursday  the  Medical  Cli- 
nique of  Professor  Watts,  who  will  be  assisted 
by  Henry  R.  Baldwin,  M.D.  On  Saturday  a 
Clinique  for  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, by  Professor  Oilman,  who  will  be  assist- 
ed by  J.  R.  McGregor,  M.  D.  From  these 
Cliniques  those  patients  who  are  not  under 
the  care  of  a  physician  will  be  assigned  to 
members  of  the  class  who  will  carry  out 
during  the  week  the  plan  of  treatment  sug- 
gested by  the  Professor,  and  present  the  pa- 
tient at  the  next  Clinique  day  that  the  whole 
class  may  watch  the  progress  of  the  case  and 
appreciate  the  effect  of  the  remedies  employed. 
It  is  intended  to  continue  these  Cliniques 
throughout  the  year,  but,  of  course,  more  time 
will  be  devoted  to  them  during  the  spring  and 
summer  than  can  be  spared  from  the  lectures 
during  the  winter  sub-graduate  course. 

2d.  LECTURES  ON  SPECIAL  SUBJECTS. 
— Two  lectures  will  be  delivered  on  those  days 
on  which  no  Clinique  is  held.  One  on  Clinique 
days,  as  follows : 

On  Electricity  and  Galvanism,  by  Pro- 
fessor Ellet,  late  of  South  Carolina  College. 
On  Insanity,  by  Pliny  Earle,  MD.  late  of 

Bloomingdale  Asylum. 
On  Uterine  Hemorrhage,  by  Thomas  F. 

Cock,  M.D.  Physician  to  Bellevue  Hospital. 
On  the  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary 
Organs,  by  William  Kelly,  M.D.  Physi- 
cian Penetentiary  Hospital. 
On  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  by  Thomas 
F.  Rochester,  M.D.  Physician  to  the  De- 
milt  Dispensary. 
On  the  Anatomy  and  Pathology  of  the 
Eye,  by  Charles  M.  Allin,  M.D.  Surgeon 
N.  Y.  Eye  Infirmary. 
On  Pregnancy  and  Parturition,  by  Geo. 
T.  Elliot,  M.D.  Physician  N.  Y.  Lying  in 
Asylum. 

On  the  Anatomical  Lesions  produced 
by  Alcoholic  Drinks,  by  John  A.  Lidell, 
M.D. 

On  Botany,  by  Professor  Torrey,  and 
On  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Professor  Clark, 
to  be  illustrated  by  cases  in  Bellevue  Hospital, 
to  which  Institution  all  the  students  will  have 
free  admission.    Professor  Smith  will  also  de- 
liver Clinical  Instruction  in  the  New-York 
Hospital  during  a  part  of  the  season.  Lectures 
will  also  be  given  occasionally  by  Professors 
Watts,  Parker,  and  Oilman,  on  points  con- 
nected with  their  respective  departments. 
TERMS. 
It  U  the  design  of  the  Fuculty  to  make  this 


spring  and  summer  course  form  a  part  of  the 
regular  instruction  of  the  Institution.  The 
Matriculated  Students  of  the  College  will 
therefore  have  free  admission  to  the  whole, 
Lectures  as  well  as  Cliniques. 

The  spring  and  summer  course  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  March  21st,  and  continue 
fourteen  weeks  to  end  of  June.  An  intermis- 
sion of  two  months  will  then  be  allowed,  and 
the  course  will  be  resumed  in  September,  to 
be  continued  till  the  opening  of  the  regular 
lectures  in  October.  In  this  way  the  whole 
year,  with  only  such  intermission  during  the 
heat  of  summer,  as  is  necessary  for  the  rest 
and  recreation  of  the  Students,  will  be  devot- 
ed to  medical  teaching. 

Crosby-st.  March  1st,  1853. 


TO  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention  to 
our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y 
THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says : — "  For  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J  .  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  iswhat  it  professes  po  be,  a 
^ood  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant. 
Wehave  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  ba 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER.made  only 
by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  ihe  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Dru<* 
gists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala 
baster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  <fe  J.  RAMSEY, 
318  Greenwich-street,  New-Y'orb 


MEDICAL  BOOKS.  The  subscriber  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  all  the 
best  Medical  Books,  embracing  the  latest  Edi- 
tions, which  he  offers  to  the  Medical  profes- 
sion and  to  Students  at  the  lowest  prices. 

Catalogues  can  be  had  gratis,  on  applica 
tion.       O.  A.  ROORBACH,  12  Vesey-street, 
Next  door  to  the  Astor  House.  - 


KOUSSO,— REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WOR  M 
— DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received 
from  Paris  another  invoice  of  the  valuable 
medicine.  Also,  Pure  Chloroform,  from  the 
celebrated  BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broad' 
way,  250  4th  Avenue,  and  2  Park  Row. 
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/~1  ASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— 
\J  There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  in  this  Institution ;  the  Sirring  Ses- 
sion commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in 
February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August  Each  course 
will  continue  four  months,  under  the  direction 
Of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Pf.kkins,  M  D.,  Protessor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  Obstetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try, and  Natural  History. 

William  Kweetsek,  M.  D.,  Professor  ot 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery. 

William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Corvdon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodwakd,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

Fees  —For  each  full  Course  of  Lectures, 
$50.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  full 
Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  $10.  Ma- 
triculation, $5.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  in- 
cluding the  expenses  of  room,  fuel,  and  lights, 
can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses  at  from 
$1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via 
White  Hall,  and  from  Boston  and  Burlington 
via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vt.,  January,  1653.  

GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — Spring 
Course,  1853.— The  Nineteenth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March, 
1853,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  ot  Surgery. 

George  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

George  W.  Field,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy.  . 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clmique  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  and  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $60 ;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3  ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  Gra- 
duation, $20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  lights,  &c,  $2  per 
week  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  D.,  Dean. 


A COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION  in  Physio- 
logy and  General  Pathology,— Illus- 
trated by  the  Microscope — consisting  of  daily 
recitations  and  lectures — will  be  commenced 
by  the  undersigned,  on  the  23d  of  May ;  and  will 
continue  nine  weeks.  Text-books,  Carpenter's 
Elements  of  Physiology  and  Physiological 
Anatomy ;  and  Stille's  General  Pathology. 

Terms— for  the  course  $12;  any  part  there- 
of, $1,50  per  week.       E.  R.  PEASLEE,  M.D. 
Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Gen.  Pathology, 
N.  Y.  Medical  College. 
Hanover,  N.  H.  (Dart.  College)  April,  1853. 


CJMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  COM' 
Oplete.— LIPPINCOTT,  GRAMBO  &.  Co. 
No.  14  North  Fourth-street,  Philadelphia,  have 
just  published,  A  System  of  Operative  Surgery, 
based  upon  the  practise  of  surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  and  comprising  a  biogruphical 
index  and  historical  record  of  many  oi  their 
operations  for  a  period  of  200  years.  By 
Henry  II.  Smith,  M.  D.  Illustrated  with  Up- 
wurds  of  1000  Engravings  on  Steel.  The 
whole  forming  one  large  octavo  volume. 

CONTENTS. 

Parts  1  and  2 — General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, as  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 

Face. 

Part  3 — Operations  upon  the  Neck  an  d  1  runk. 
part  4 — Operations  upon  the  genito-urinary 

organs  of  the  Male  and  Female. 
Part  5 — Operations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties. _ 

A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached te  each  Part. 

UgjPThe  Plates  will  be  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  $7  50  tinted— $15 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  Bache.    Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  Wood's  Pradtice  of  Medicine.  2  vols. 
8vo.  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
1  v.  8o.  For  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 
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OOD  &  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS. — This 

 instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 

which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "  the 
natural  processes,"  by  which  the  cur«  iseffect- 
ed.  This  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera  back  into 
the  cavity.  Then,  understanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  through 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available — all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — and 
contrast  them  with  the  incieations  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  and  as  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle— as  surgeons  are 
not  blacksmiths/and  blacksmiths  not  surgeons 
—and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 
character,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  determine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 
caae. — For  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  H. 
Gembrig,  43  South  Eighth-street,  Philadel- 
phia, or  J.  M.  SANDERSON,  3  Barclay-st,  N.l . 
Also,  Agent  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limb3. 
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LITHOTOMY. 

Three  eases  of  foreign  bodies  introduced  into  the  bladder  which  were 
removed  by  the  operation  of  Lithotomy,  reported  by  Amasa  Trt  w- 
bridge,  M.  £>. 

To  the  editor  of  the  New- York  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir  : — I  inclose  to  you  a  short  history  of  cases  that  have  recently 
passed  under  my  observation. 

The  first,  was  one  of  more  than  common  interest,  the  particulars 
of  which,  in  its  first  and  closing  stages,  was  kindly  given  me  by  his 
attending  physician  Dr.  Samuel  C.  Wait,  of  Governeur,  St.  Laurence 
Co.  New-York. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  1852,  I  was  called  to  visit  Hon.  A.  L.  H. 

of  F  ,  St.  Laurence  Co.  who  had  been  troubled  with  a  difficulty  in 

urinating  for  several  years,  which  was  increased  so  that  he  used  va- 
rious medicines;  not  getting  relief,  he  resorted  to  the  use  of  mechani 
cal  means,  for  dilation  with  a  bougie  made  of  sealing  wax,  without 
the  advice  or  knowledge  of  any  one.  The  stick  measured  §  of  an  inch 
in  circumference. 

On  introducing  it,  a  portion  broke  off  and  was  left  in  the  urethra 
2£  inches  in  length  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  He  passed  an  iron 
wire  into  the  urethra  to  extract  the  wax,  with  this  he  pushed  it  into 
the  bladder. 

For  eighteen  hours  after,  he  suffered  but  little  pain,  but  soon  after 
his  sufferings  increased.  I  used  solvent  medicine  injected  into  the 
bladder  to  produce  a  solution  of  the  wax  and  its  discharge. 

I  experimented  upon  a  piece  of  the  same  stick  from  which  the 
piece  was  broken,  by  several  preparations,  viz.  one  piece  put  into 
Alcohol,  one  in  Chloroform,  one  in  Sul.  ^Ether,  one  in  Olive  Oil  and 
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urine.  The  last  by  the  special  request  of  the  patient;  at  the  same 
time  I  wrote  Dr.  Trowbridge,  and  gave  him  the  particulars  of  the 
case,  and  asked  his  opinion  as  to  my  depending  on  the  introduction 
of  any  instrument  for  extracting  the  wax,  if  the  solvents  should  fail, 
and  his  advice  for  general  treatment. 

The  Doctor  wrote  me,  "that,  but  little  reliance  could  be  placed 
in  the  use  of  Civiales,  or  other  instruments,  in  the  case ;  for  the  rea- 
sons, if  the  wax  was  yet  in  a  solid  state,  it  would  be  more  likely  to 
be  seized  in  its  middle  parts,  than  at  its  extremities,  which  would 
render  its  extraction  impossible,  and  if  the  wax  had  lost  its  solidity 
of  course  it  could  not  be  raised  or  held  to  be  withdrawn,  and  that  he 
had  no  confidence  in  any  mode  of  treatment  except  that  of  the  opera- 
tion of  lithotomy." 

In  my  experiments,  I  found  the  specific  gravity  of  the  wax  was 
greater  than  any  of  the  liquids  under  experiment;  except  chloroform, 
when  on  the  surface  of  this  it  floated,  while  ik  went  to  the  bottom  of 
the  others. 

In  four  hours,  the  pieces  of  sealingwax  in  the  Alcohol  and  Chlo- 
roform were  dissolved,  in  five,  that  in  -(Ether,  and  while  at  the  end  of 
fifteen  hours,  that  in  Oil  and  urine,  was  not  perceptibly  altered.  I 
adopted  the  Chloroform  as  the  solvent  to  begin  with,  for  the  reason 
assigned. 

This  was  introduced  into  the  bladder  through  a  male  catheter 
with  a  small  syringe.  After  emptying  the  bladder  of  urine,  I  inject- 
ed six  drams  of  Chloroform  and  let  it  remain  about  five  minutes. 
The  patient  realized  but  little  sensation  from  it.  I  then  let  it  pass 
out,  and  injected  one  ounce  and  a  half  of  cold  water,  this  was  repeat- 
ed every  four  hours  and  the  Chloroform  kept  in  longer  each  time. 
After  the  second  injection,  wax  began  to  be  discharged  in  a  pulpy  fla- 
culent  state,  so  that  it  appeared  to  be  more  in  quantity  than  it  really 
was.  And  so  it  appeared  by  drying  and  aggregating  it.  Such  was 
the  discharge  for  three  days  of  the  wax,  that  the  patient  and  myself 
flattered  ourselves  that  we  should  succeed  with  solvents.  The  longest 
time  the  Chloroform  was  retained  was  forty-five  minutes,  the  quan- 
tity of  urine  was  increased. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  treatment,  or  some  other  cause,  produced 
so  much  irritation  that  we  were  obliged  to  discontinue  the  Chloro- 
form, and  inject  cold  water ;  gave  anodynes  and  laxatives,  and  cooling 
lotions  externally.  In  the  course  of  two  days  the  irritation  so  lessen- 
ed that  the  patient  was  quite  comfortable,  yet  in  resuming  the  use  of  the 
Chloroform,  the  patient  agreed  with  me  that  the  relief  was  too  small 
compared  with  what  was  to  be  accomplished,  and  in  view  of  the  suf- 
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fering  incidental  with  the  treatment  to  justify  hopes  of  its  ultimate 
success,  although  portions  of  wax  were  passing  off  occasionally. 

On  the  23d  of  July  he  had  a  chill.  The  next  day  felt  as  well  as 
usual  without  fever,  or  local  irritation,  a  catheter  was  introduced  into 
the  bladder  without  much  pain,  and  was  used  frequently  to  discharge 
urine,  pulse  small  and  physical  expression  normal.  At  the  end  of 
forty-eight  hours  the  chill  returned,  followed  by  a  hot  stage  and 
sweating.  Intermitting  fever  was  fully  disclosed.  Three  paroxyisms 
followed,  and  under  the  use  of  Quinine  and  other  remedies,  this  sub- 
sided, and  the  patient  became  comfortable.  Though  much  reduced 
in  flesh  and  spirits. 

Small  quantities  of  urine  passed  without  the  catheter,  much  mu- 
cous and  pieces  of  wax  with  purulent  matter  passed  with  the  urine 
every  day.  The  urine  was  charged  with  uric  acid,  and  the  patient 
suffered  much  in  passing  it,  the  constant  use  of  opium  was  necessary 
to  render  life  tolerable. 

The  patient  had  experimented  himself  with  a  piece  of  the  wax 
taken  from  the  piece  introduced  into  his  bladder.  He  kept  it  in 
urine  thirteen  days.  This  was  changed  to  a  pulpy  appearance,  as  that 
discharged  from  the  bladder  after  the  use  of  Chloroform.  And  a 
foreign  body  could  no  longer  be  detected  by  sounding  in  the  bladder. 
Fine  particles  of  wax  were  daily  discharged  covered  in  part  with  cal- 
cinous  matter. 

The  distress  in  urinating,  and  the  necessity  of  frequently  introducing 
the  catheter,  induced  me  and  the  patient  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  a  cure 
or  restoring  the  patient  to  health,  short  of  the  operation  of  lithotomy. 

Calculous  deposits  began  to  appear,  covering  the  particles  of  wax 
discharged,  which  rendered  it  certain  that  concretions  would  form  and 
require  for  their  removal  an  operation,  unless  the  bladder  was  soon 
cleared.  Treatment  was  used  to  prepare  the  patient  for  the  opera- 
tion before  the  urinary  organs  became  irreparably  diseased. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Wait,  on  the  10th  of  August,  twenty- 
one  days  from  the  passing  of  the  wax  into  the  bladder,  describing  the 
effects  of  the  treatment,  and  condition  of  the  patient,  with  a  request 
for  me  to  visit  him  at  the  earliest  possible  convenience. 

I  visited  on  the  11th,  and  made  the  operation  of  Lithotomy. 

The  patient  was  placed  on  a  mattress,  near  the  foot  post  of  a  high 
bedstead,  and  confined  as  usual,  my  position  was,  sitting  in  a  chair 
before  him. 

A  deep  grooved  and  curved  staff  was  introduced  into  the  bladder, 
and  held  by  one  assistant,  with  the  scrotal  portions  drawn  firmly 
upwards. 
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The  staff  held,  with  its  handle,  in  a  Tertical  direction,  and  its  plain 
in  the  middle  line,  corresponding  to  the  natural  curve  of  the  urethra, 
so  that  no  alteration  of  a  single  natural  relation  of  tissues  could  be 
made. 

The  integument  of  the  perineum  was  made  tense  by  placing  the 
fingers  of  the  left  hand  on  the  left  portions  of  the  nates  and  an  oppo- 
site pressure  with  the  thumb,  and  the  surface  thus  made  tense. 

With  a  common  scalpel  I  commenced  an  incision  about  three  lines 
from  the  left  side  of  the  rapha,  and  carried  it  obliquely  downwards 
and  outwards  towards  the  tuber  ischii,  and  about  f  of  an  inch  from 
the  border  of  the  anus. 

As  I  designed  to  make  an  opening  into  the  bladder  no  larger  than 
to  admit  my  finger.  After  opening  the  parts  to  the  groove  in  the 
staff  I  made  an  opening  through  the  urethra  to  the  groove  of  the 
staff,  near  the  anterior  part  of  the  prostate. 

I  now  introduced  the  second  size  of  Physick's  improved  Gorget, 
and  passed  it  forward  into  the  bladder,  turning  its  cutting  edge  a 
little  out  to  the  right.  Suspecting  from  the  nature  of  the  case  it 
might  not  be  necessary  to  make  a  large  internal  opening  to  accom- 
plish my  object,  and  that  a  subsequent  dilatation  might  be  made  if 
necessary. 

After  withdrawing  the  gorget  I  introduced  the  index  finger  of  my 
hand,  but  could  find  no  solid  portion  of  the  wax,  but  discovered  it 
softened  and  spread  over  the  anterior  portion  of  the  bladder  quite  to 
the  sphincter,  about  the  consistence  of  lime  mortar  for  plastering  and 
adhering  to  the  mucous  surface  of  that  organ.  I  could  not  detach  it 
with  my  finger,  scalpel,  scoop,  or  with  forceps. 

I  finally  succeeded  in  scraping  it  off  of  the  surface  of  the  bladder 
with  the  spoon  bill  forceps,  opened  wide  and  closed,  bringing  out  a 
quantity  of  this  softened  wax  each  time,  till  no  more  could  be  found 
with  the  finger. 

There  was  but  little  bleeding  during  the  operation.  The  bladder 
was  thoroughly  syringed  out  with  warm  water,  and  the  patient  made 
comfortable  in  bed  with  an  anodyne  mixture,  and  warm  fomentations 
over  the  pubis,  &c. 

I  left  the  patient  in  twenty-four  hours,  quite  comfortable,  in  charge 
of  Dr.  Wait,  who  gives  me  the  following  history  of  the  result  of  the 
case,  viz. 

"  That  the  symptoms  of  the  patient  were  favorable,  and  the  urine 
passed  off  through  the  wound  till  the  fourth  day,  when  some  pieces 
of  wax  passed  out  of  the  urethra  followed  by  the  urine  in  that  chan- 
nel.   After  this  the  urine  passed  mainly  that  way."  My  opinion  is, 
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that  this  wax  was  spread  upon  the  inside  of  the  mucous  portion  of 
the  urethra,  before  the  operation.  In  ten  days  after  the  operation 
no  urine  passed  through  the  wound,  yet  small  calculus  concretions^ 
having  a  particle  of  the  sealingwax,  as  a  nucleus,  varying  in  size  from 
a  pin  head  to  that  of  a  small  pea,  were  constantly  discharged.  As  the 
time  lengthened  they  increased  in  size. 

The  nucleus  was  not  in  the  middle  of  the  calculus,  but  appeared 
indented  into  one  of  its  sides.  I  think  their  formation  was  made  in 
this  way.  viz.  A  particle  of  the  wax,  too  small  to  be  felt  or  found, 
remained  attached  to  the  coat  of  the  bladder,  calculous  matter  was 
deposited  upon  all  its  sides  except  that  adhering  to  the  bladder,  when 
they  attained  a  certain  size  and  the  action  of  the  bladder  would  disen- 
gage them,  and  they  passed  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder  for  an  exit. 

In  making  an  analysis  of  these  calculus  formations,  I  found 
them  to  be  made  up  of  the  phosphate  of  lime.  Nature's  object  in  de- 
positing this  calculous  matter  upon  the  particles  of  sealingwax,  was 
probably  to  secure  their  seperation  from  the  bladder.  No  calculi 
was  discovered  or  discharged  that  had  not  a  piece  of  wax  attached  to 
it.  This  continued  to  be  discharged  till  the  twenty  third  of  Septem- 
ber. The  patient  was  alarmed  with  fears  that  he  was  to  be  subject 
to  the  continuance  of  these  formations.  I  advised  him  that  when  all 
the  particles  of  wax  had  passed,  no  more  calculus  would  form.  The 
wound  by  the  operation  had  nearly  closed.  On  the  twenty-fifth,  after 
walking  and  exercising  considerably,  he  had  pain  and  stoppage  of 
water,  which  occasioned  great  distress.  A  catheter  was  used,  which 
gave  relief,  this  was  repeated  daily,  pieces  of  calculi  passed. 

On  the  thirtieth  a  large  bougie  was  used  to  dilate  the  urethra ; 
small  pieces  still  passed  with  the  urine  with  ease  and  freedom.  After 
this  larger  pieces  passed  which  occasioned  pain,  but  by  the  use  of  the 
bougie  two  large  ones  passed,  and  on  the  fourth  of  October  the  pa- 
tient sent  me  the  following  letter. 

"  Dear  Doctor, — About  twelve  o'clock  Saturday  last  I  was  a 
happy  man,  and  little  cause  have  I  since  had  to  complain.  I  am  en- 
tirely freed  from  disease  of  the  bladder." 

I  have  been  particular  in  describing  my  mode  of  operating  in  Li- 
thotomy, which  has  been  entirely  successful  in  eighteen  cases,  on  sub- 
jects from  two  and  a  half  years  old  to  thirty-six. 

The  following  cases  require  but  short  histories. 

A  lad  sixteen  years  old,  from  no  assignable  cause,  introduced  into 
his  urethra  a  slate  pencil,  two  inches  and  a  half  in  length.  A  phy- 
sician attempted  to  extract  it  with  small  forceps,  but  pushed  it  into 
the  bladder.    In  three  days  after,  he  suffered  much  pain  in  urinating. 
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A  mitigating  course  of  treatment  was  given  him  to  allay  irritation, 
this  was  continued  for  three  weeks ;  when  I  was  called  to  visit  him, 
I  made  the  operation  of  Lithotomy,  much  in  the  manner  described  in 
the  above  case,  making  the  internal  opening  only  sufficiently  large 
tor  the  introduction  of  my  finger,  this  was  introduced,  and  the  pencil 
brought  lengthwise  upon  it,  and  pressed  against  the  coats  of  the  blad- 
der, and  both  brought  steadily  down  to  the  opening  at  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  a  small  pair  of  dressing  forceps  passed  and  fastened  upon 
the  end  of  the  penc  il  which  readily  drew  it  from  the  finger,  the  pencil 
was  thickly  coated  with  calculous  deposites,  the  patient  with  the  or- 
dinary treatment  recovered  in  three  weeks. 

A  third  operation  was  made  on  a  young  man  aged  twenty  three. 
He  had  suffered  for  two  years  previous  to  my  seeing  hirn,  with  irri- 
tation and  symptoms  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  bladder.  On  sound- 
ing, I  found  a  stone  lodged  near  its  neck.  The  sound,  on  passing  into 
the  bladder  was  instantly  in  contact  with  a  hard  grating  substance 
which  occasioned  an  opinion  from  a  consulting  surgeon,  that  the  sub- 
stance was  calculous  concretions,  attached  to  the  surface  of  the  blad- 
der, near  its  neck.  Difference  in  opinion  at  the  consultation,  occa- 
sioned a  delay  for  a  few  days  in  the  operation.  It  was  finally  made 
and  two  stones  taken.  One  was  small,  of  the  usual  form.  The  other 
large,  one  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and  three  eighths  of  an  inch  in 
circumference,  on  breaking  it,  a  willow  stick  was  found  in  its  centre, 
which  had  been  a  nucleus  for  the  commencement  of  his  disease. 
He  acknowledged  that  at  that  period  he  stripped  the  bark  from  a 
willow  branch,  and  introduced  it  into  the  urethra,  a  portion  of  it  was 
left  and  passed  into  the  bladder.  He  soon  recovered,  and  was  entirely 
free  from  disease  after  Lithotomy. 


TAMPON  IN  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

Editor  Medical  Gazette, — A  correspondent  of  the  Boston  M. 
and  S.  Journal,  quoted  in  a  late  number  of  the  Gazette,  writing  from 
Philadelphia,  after  giving  a  description  of  the  personal  appearance,  &c. 
of  Dr.  Meigs,  says,  in  reference  to  the  lecture  which  he  delivered  in  his 
hearing,  that  "he  was  speaking  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  handled  those  doctors  who  plug  vp  the  vagina,  and 
then  allow  the  woman  to  bleed  to  death  internally,  was  just  as  it  should 
have  been "  *  *  *  "he  compared  such  a  doctrine  to  the 
silly  ostrich,  which  hides  its  head  and  then  thinks  itself  wholly  out  of 
sight."    *    *    *     "Such  silly  doctors,  because  they  saw  no  blood 
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thought  there  was  none,  until  the  fact  that  the  patient  was  moribund, 
awakened  them."  "He  said  such  doctors  should  be  hung."  We 
make  these  long  quotations,  in  order  to  place  them  in  contrast  with 
others  from  Dr.  Meigs'  work  on  "  Females  and  their  Diseases."  A 
very  marvellous  change,  indeed,  in  the  doctor's  opinion  respecting 
"  plugging  the  vagina."  seems  to  have  come  over  him.  It  must  be 
very  recent,  for  in  the  last  (I  believe)  edition  of  the  above  work, 
published  in  1848  by  Lea  and  Blanchard,  whilst  speaking,  page  528, 
on  the  subject  of  abortion,  he  remarks  as  follows :  "  For  example,  if 
you  are  called  to  a  patient  who  is  flooding  in  the  third  month  of  utero- 
gestation,  you  would,  perhaps,  immediately  make  the  reflection,  that 
you  have  at  hand  a  means  of  suppressing  the  hemorrhage  as  sure  as 
the  surgeon's  ligature,  or  Petit's  tourniquet ;  I  mean  the  "  tampon  or 
plug  "  which  filling  the  vagina,  is  capable  of  preventing  the  further 
escape  of  blood,  by  detaining  between  the  cervix  uteri  a  quantity 
sufficient  to  form  a  coagulum  to  extend  through  the  canal  of  the  cervix 
uteri  into  its  cavity,  offering  a  complete  bar  to  the  further  issue  of 
fluid  from  the  bleeding  vessels  of  the  womb." 

Again,  in  his  letter  on  the  subject  of  menorrhagia,  page  429,  he 
remarks  thus :  "  And  in  such  cases,  being  disappointed  in  the  con. 
densing  force  of  the  secale,  you  must  seek  for  other  means  of  cure, 
requiring  longer  processes,  such  as  styptics,  tonics,  cold  wine,  and  the 
best  of  the  resources,  as  to  certainty  of  operation,  videlicet,  the  tam- 
pon, "  or  plug. 

On  page  430  he  says,  "  I  had  a  very  extraordinary  case  under  my 
care  last  winter,  which  I  shall  relate  to  you."  He  then  describes  an 
obstinate  case  of  flooding  in  which,  after  all  his  previous  remedies 
had  failed,  he  resorted  and  with  perfect  success,  to  the  tampon,  and 
plugged  the  vagina.  He  says,  "I  was  compelled  to  say  to  the  mother 
that  the  time  was  now  come  to  put  a  definite  stop  to  the  hemorrhage, 
whose  longer  continuance  would  compromise  the  patient."  He  then 
describes  the  manner  in  which  he  plugged  the  vagina  with  old  linen, 
cut  into  squares  of  four  inches,  after  which  the  hemorrhage  immedi- 
ately ceased.  In  twelve  hours  he  withdrew  it ;  no  hemorrhage  came 
on  ;  his  patient  was  cured.  He  evidently  considered  the  life  of  this 
patient  as  having  been  saved  by  the  tampon,  which  doubtless  was  the 
fact,  and  this  must  have  been  his  opinion  as  late  as  1848;  yet  now 
in  1853,  according  to  the  above-mentioned  correspondent,  he  regards 
the  tampon,  and  those  who  resort  to  it,  with  such  horror,  that  he  ex- 
claims "  all  such  doctors  should  be  hung."  We  are  firmly  persuaded 
that  in  this  there  must  be  some  mistake,  as  it  seems  incredible  that 
Dr.  Meigs  should  apply  such  language  to  medical  men  for  resorting 
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to  a  remedy  that  he  has  himself  during  his  whole  lifetime  been  using 
and  recommending. 

The  writer  adds,  "What  a  tremendous  neck-breaking  it  would 
cause  among  these  doctors  who  have  been  graduated  twenty-five 
years — the  tampon  plan  was  then  in  vogue."  No  doubt  this  correspon- 
dent of  the  Journal  complacently  regards  himself  as  in  the  possession 
of  much  wisdom ;  perhaps,  however,  after  he  has  been  graduated 
twenty-five  years,  he  may  discover  that  it  was  not  as  great  as  he  now 
supposes.  Those,  whose  knowledge  of  a  subject  like  the  one  under 
consideration,  is  derived  from  others,  perhaps  exclusively,  must  be 
liable  of  course  to  form  erroneous  opinions — and  this  respecting  the 
tampon  practice  most  assuredly  is  one.  As  we  happened  to  graduate 
twenty-five  years  ago,  we  have  had  ample  opportunities  of  testing, 
and  have  in  fact  tested,  we  believe,  every  important  remedy  for 
uterine  hemorrhage,  that  during  this  time  has  been  proposed  by  any 
one  entitled  to  confidence  in  the  profession,  and  we  do  not  think  that 
any  substitute  for  the  tampon  plan  in  extreme  cases,  has  been  dis- 
covered that  can  with  as  much  certainty  be  relied  upon.  In  all  such 
cases  we  have  invariably  resorted  to  it,  and  with  unfailing  success, 
never  yet  having  lost  a  patient  by  uterine  hemorrhage.  We  have 
seen  fatal  cases  in  the  practice  of  others,  but  none  where  plugging  the 
vagina  had  been  timely  resorted  to. 

We  are  just  as  sure  as  we  can  be  of  any  fact  not  susceptible  of 
mathematical  demonstration,  that  we  have  saved  the  life  of  many  a 
patient  by  this  means ;  and  were  we  to  describe  in  detail  some  of 
these  cases,  we  are  sure  that  there  are  very  few  practical  physicians 
who  would  not  concur  with  us.  The  "  modus  operandi  "  of  the  tam- 
pon has  been  above  correctly  stated  in  the  quotation  from  Dr.  Meigs' 
book.  If  a  tight  bandage,  and  other  proper  measures  at  the  same 
time  are  attended  to,  all  fear  of  internal  hemorrhage  is  groundless. 
Finally,  if  after  having  been  a  graduate  for  twenty-five  years,  and 
having  had  a  fair  share  of  obstetrical  business,  wholly  repudiating 
the  tampon,  the  writer  of  the  above-mentioned  letter  shall  then  be 
able  to  say  that  he  has  never  lost  a  patient  by  uterine  hemorrhage, 
then  our  prediction  will  have  proved  untrue.  P. 

Rhinebeck,  15th  May,  1853. 


UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE— GALVANISM. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  profession  that  a  loss  of  blood  from  the 
uterus,  whether  in  the  gravid  or  in  the  non-pregnant  state,  is  always 
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an  indication  of  a  grave  lesion  of  the  reproductive  organs,  and  that  it 
frequently  is  attended  with  great  and  immediate  danger,  from  the 
profuseness  of  the  flow,  as  well  as  from  the  immediate  increase  of 
the  diseased  action  which  causes  the  flooding. 

Menorrhagia  may  attack  females  at  any  period  of  their  lives,  but 
it  seldom  is  met  with,  except  in  those  who  have  arrived  at  puberty, 
and  is  more  apt  to  occur  in  those  who  have  already  ceased,  or  are 
about  to  cease  to  menstruate. 

By  many  this  trouble  has  been  spoken  of,  and  treated  as  a  dis- 
ease by  itself,  while  as  flooding  from  the  unimpregnated  uterus 
never  occurs,  except  as  a  symptom  of  some  change  in  the  uterus 
itself,  or  of  the  ovaries ;  and  therefore,  to  cvre  the  disease,  the  treat- 
ment must  be  such  as  to  remove  the  primary  cause,  and  to  restore 
the  diseased  organ  to  a  state  of  health. 

Flooding  from  the  uterus  may  be  produced  by  a  polypus  within 
the  cavity  of  that  organ,  or  attached  to  the  neck  ;  by  a  cauliflower  ex- 
crescence ;  by  a  corroding  ulcer,  either  of  the  cervix  or  of  the  body  of 
the  uterus;  by  an  inversion  of  that  organ,  or  by  a  slight  erosion  or 
rupture  of  the  surface  of  the  uterus,  when  it  is  in  a  state  of  congestion 
from  inflammation,  or  it  may  continue  from  a  want  of  tone,  or  vita- 
lity in  the  organ,  as  is  the  case  usually  in  those  patients  who  have 
passed  the  turn  of  life,  and  are  quite  worn  down  and  exhausted  from 
great  and  protracted  loss  of  blood. 

Such  are  the  more  common  causes  of  uterine  hemorrhage  while 
the  organ  is  in  an  unimpregnated  state,  and  the  nature  of  the  causes 
which  produce  this  loss  of  the  vital  fluid,  as  well  as  the  seat  of  the 
disease,  have,  as  has  been  remarked,  contributed  to  make  this  disease 
one  of  anxiety  and  doubt  to  the  physician,  and  also  one  that  the 
usual  prescribed  methods  of  treatment  too  often  fail  of  curing. 

Of  those  cases  of  bleeding  from  the  uterus  which  are  caused  by 
or  complicated  with  the  state  of  pregnancy  or  labor,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  specify  the  causes  which  may  produce  them  ;  it  is  sufficient  for 
present  purposes  to  say  that  they  are  even  more  perplexing  and  more 
immediately  fatal  than  those  first  referred  to.  Neither  is  it  deemed 
necessary  to  speak  of  the  ordinary  treatment  of  these  disturbances, 
further  than  to  say  that  the  entire  profession  unite  in  admitting  the 
frequent  futility  of  all  the  attempts,  whether  applied  to  the  general 
system  or  locally  to  the  organ  that  is  diseased,  and  to  earnestly  de- 
sire some  more  efficacious  and  manageable  method  of  controlling  this 
formidable  class  of  complaints. 

About  twenty  years  since,  the  attention  of  the  profession  was 
turned  to  galvanism,  as  an  agent  that  might  possess  the  power  of 
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controlling  and  curing  those  diseases  that  produced  hemorrhage  from 
these  organs  ;  and  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  in  his  lectures,  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Medical  Gazette  for  April,  1834,  claims  priority  in 
recommending  electro-magnetism  in  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  as 
it  had  been  used  by  Dr.  Radford,  of  Manchester,  England. 

In  Dr.  Ramsbotham's  great  work  "  On  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Obstetric  Medicine  and  Surgery,"  1st  American  edition,  page  169, 
he  says :  "  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  electric  shocks,  particularly  de- 
rived from  the  galvanic  battery,  would  excite  the  flagging  powers  of 
the  uterus  under  labor,  and  perhaps  even  induce  action  ab  initio. 
This  is  a  means,  however,  of  which  I  would  not,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  knowledge,  recommend  a  trial ;  and  I  only  judge  by  analogy, 
in  consideration  of  the  influence  the  electric  fluid  exerts  over  the  ner- 
vous system  generally,  and  through  that  system  over  the  muscular 
fibre. 

It  would  seem  that  the  profession  were  not  disposed  to  act  with 
the  extreme  caution  advised  by  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  for  soon  we  find 
several  notices  of  the  application  of  galvanism  in  labor,  and  in  the 
Prov.  Medical  Journal  for  September  18,  1844,  Dr.  Radford  of  Man- 
chester, published  a  paper  in  which  he  said :  "  I  have,  therefore,  in 
this  short  communication,  suggested  the  application  of  a  most  impor- 
tant remedial  agent,  capable,  as  far  as  I  am  able  at  the  present  time 
to  state,  of  rousing  the  subdued  energies  of  the  uterus,  and  thus  bring- 
ing into  operation  that  power  which  can  alone  secure  the  woman  from 
further  loss.  I  mean  the  contraction  of  the  organ.  The  remedy  I 
allude  to  is  galvanism." 

Again,  in  the  same  Journal,  in  December  of  the  same  year,  Dr. 
Radford  published  a  learned  lecture  on  the  same  subject,  from  which 
I  make  the  following  extracts : — 

"  It  is  not  my  intention,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  enter  into  a 
full  consideration  of  the  subject,  but  more  particularly  to  confine  my 
remarks  to  that  condition,  which  is  the  result  of  profuse  and  long- 
continued  bleeding,  viz.  exhaustion,  a  state  highly  interesting  to  the 
obstetrician,  and  which  seems  to  require  more  than  the  recognized  means 
for  its  management.  When  the  principles  of  practice  are  unsettled 
in  a  case  so  important,  it  is  very  desirable  that  we  should  endeavor 
to  discover  some  new  method  that  shall  place  the  question  beyond 
dispute.  We  must  solely  trust,  for  the  suppression  of  these  large 
discharges  of  the  blood,  to  that  most  important  agent,  contraction  of 
the  uterus. 

"  The  ordinary  means  of  producing  uterine  contraction  are  so  well 
known,  that  I  need  merely  to  refer  to  them  before  the  present  au- 
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diencc.  We  have  the  bandage,  grasping  pressure,  secale  eornutum, 
the  application  of  cold,  and  in  the  after  hemorrhages,  the  introduction 
of  the  hand  into  the  uterine  cavity.  But  all  these  means  may  fail  in 
producing  this  desirable  change,  and  will  fail,  and  do  fail  in  extreme 
cases. 

"  1  can  tell  you  most  seriously  and  solemnly,  that  it  (galvanism) 
produces  the  two  important  changes  upon  the  uterus  in  such  a  degree, 
as  in  any  previous  reflections  upon  the  subject,  I  had  no  conception  of. 

"The  ultimate  contraction  excited  by  this  agent  is  analogous  to  and 
as  powerful  as  that  which  is  observed  in  normal  labor,  and  the  tonic 
contraction  is  greater." 

He  also  stated  that  from  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Apjohn  in  the  Cy- 
clopedia of  Practical  Medicine,  he  was  led  to  suppose  that  gal- 
vanism aided  in  suppressing  hemorrhage,  also,  from  its  power  of  pro- 
ducing coagulation  of  the  blood  in  the  mouths  of  the  vessels.  He  con- 
tinued : 

"  In  order  to  insure  contraction,  we  must  have  recourse  to  gal- 
vanism. My  remarks  have  hitherto  been  confined  to  the  treatment 
of  those  cases  of  hemorrhage  that  are  attended  with  exhaustion  from 
delivery ;  but  there  are  other  cases  in  which  galvanism  is  generally 
applicable.  I  consider  that  this  power  would  be  as  useful  in  some 
hemorrhages  of  the  early  months  of  pregnancy.  In  hour-glass  con- 
traction, and  other  forms  of  irregular  uterine  action  after  delivery,  I 
anticipated  great  benefit  from  its  use.  I  am  satisfied  from  positive 
trial  of  the  remedy,  that  it  will  be  found  a  most  important  agent  in 
tedious  labor,  depending  on  a  want  of  power  in  the  uterus,  and  when 
no  mechanical  obstacle  exists.  I  also  would  suggest  the  probability 
of  its  proving  valuable,  in  originating  uterine  action,  de  novo,  in  eases 
where  it  may  be  considered  necessary  to  induce  premature  labor. 

"  It  seems  to  me,  also,  to  be  worthy  of  a  trial  in  certain  cases  of 
Menorrhagia  in  the  ungravid  state,  where,  on  vaginal  examination,  the 
uterus  is  found  to  be  atonic,  as  evidenced  by  its  large  flaccid  condi- 
tion, and  the  patulous  state  of  the  os  uteri." 

Dr.  Radford's  suggestion  to  apply  galvanism  for  the  purpose  of 
suppressing  uterine  hemorrhage  in  the  non-pregnant  uterus,  did  not 
long  remain  untried,  and  soon  there  were  quite  a  number  of  eminent 
practitioners  ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  utility  and  value  of  the 
remedy. 

Dr.  Thomas  Dorrington,  of  Manchester,  read  a  paper  to  the  Man- 
chester Medical  Society,  that  was  published  in  the  Prov.  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal  for  March  11th,  1846,  in  which  he  stated  his 
belief  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  additions  that  has  been  made 
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to  our  obstetrical  armature  in  modern  times.  He  gave  cases  of  its 
application  that  are  most  favorable  to  its  use. 

Dr.  Johnson,  of  Salop  Infirmary,  also  reported  a  case  in  the  same 
Journal  for  the  25th  of  March,  equally  favorable  to  this  agent. 

H.  Wilson,  Esq.  of  Runcorn,  also,  in  the  same  Journal  for  April 
25th  of  the  same  year,  describes  a  case  of  deep  interest,  where  this 
method  of  treatment  was  very  satisfactory. 

In  the  Medical  Times  for  August  12,  1848,  Dr.  Tracey  E.  Waller 
says :  Galvanism  may  be  employed,  no  doubt,  with  success  and  per- 
fect safety,  in  all  passive  forms  of  uterine  hemorrhage. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Channing,  in  his  work,  says :  Where  there  exists, 
(speaking  of  uterine  hemorrhage,)  of  a  passive  character,  from  vascu- 
lar inertia,  or  diseased  condition  of  the  tissues,  electricity  may  be  with 
confidence  employed,  though  with  discretion,  in  case  of  inflammation. 
A  moderate,  uninterrupted  galvanic  current  may  be  sent  through  the 
organ.  The  power  of  electricity  in  producing  organic  contractility 
would  be  of  use  here. 

Dr.  Bird's  work  contains  a  letter  from  Dr.  John  Dempsey,  in 
which  that  writer  states  that  he  then  had  used  galvanism  in  twenty 
cases,  in  ten  of*  which  there  was  loss  of  blood  from  the  uterus ;  and 
from  that  number  of  observations  Dr.  Dempsey  expressed  himself 
highly  pleased  with  the  remedy,  as  more  successful  than  any  other 
known  agent. 

A  vast  amount  of  equally  strong  testimony  is  recorded  in  regard 
to  the  power  of  galvanism  to  arrest  the  flow  of  blood  from  the  uterus, 
but  more  frequently  in  cases  of  flooding  after  labor ;  and  in  all  these 
cases,  except  in  immediate  connection  with  labor,  the  writers  recom- 
mend a  mild,  but  full  and  continued  stream  of  galvanism.  In  cases 
of  non-contraction  of  the  uterus,  after  labor,  it  may  be  well  to  j:>ass 
the  stream  interruptedly,  so  as  to  give  a  sudden  impulse  to  the  uterus, 
still  making  use  of  galvanism  of  low  tension,  so  as  not  to  endanger 
disorganization  of  any  organ ;  but  in  other  cases,  or  those  in  which 
there  is  a  loss  of  blood,  not  connected  with,  or  immediately  following 
labor,  the  uterus  does  not  need  to  be  made  to  contract  to  constringe 
the  blood-vessels,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  milder  application 
of  galvanism  that  shall  be  continued  for  such  a  length  of  time,  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  establish  a  tonic  and  healthy  activity  of  the  organ. 
In  speaking  of  hemorrhage,  and  the  application  of  galvanism  for  its 
arrest,  he  says :  "  When  it  is  considered  that  very  many  females  suffer 
from  an  undue  loss  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  either  during  the  time 
of  menstruation,  or  preceding,  or  following  the  time  of  the  appearance 
of  the  menses,  as  well  as  at  the  time  of  life  when  the  periods  usually 
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cease ;  and  when  the  danger  both  from  a  sudden  and  free  loss  of 
blood,  as  well  as  from  a  more  protracted  drain,  and  also  from  the 
various  derangements  of  the  system  that  follow,  as  the  direct  sequences 
of  this  drain — are  all  but  slightly  under  the  control  of  the  ordinary 
remedies, — the  profession  will  hail  with  joy,  any  means  that  may  be 
presented  to  them  which  shall  relieve  them  of  the  embarrassment  they 
have  heretofore  labored  under  in  the  treament  of  these  affections,  or 
be  instrumental  in  the  cure  of  this  most  interesting  class  of  patients. 

Galvanism,  as  has  been  shown,  is  not  an  untried  agent,  and  it  is 
mentioned  as  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of  these  diseases, 
not  because  it  is  new,  or  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  novelty  to 
the  profession,  but  because,  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  machines 
most  commonly  in  use,  not  answering  the  expectations  of  physicians, 
it  has  been  allowed  to  fall  into  disrepute.  The  combined  experience 
of  those  scientific  practitioners,  whose  opinions  have  been  quoted,  in- 
dicates that  a  mild,  yet  as  full  a  stream,  as  may  be  required,  should 
be  made  to  pass  continuously  through  the  pelvis,  from  the  sacrum  to 
the  pubis,  until  there  is  sufficient  vital  activity  and  energy  imparted  to 
the  pelvic  organs,  and  to  the  veins  of  the  uterus,  as  to  insure  proper 
tonicity  and  contraction.  By  this  means,  the  disordered  action  can  be 
checked  and  the  flooding  controlled  by  the  physician  with  as  much 
certainty  as  the  muscles  of  the  arm  are  made  to  contract  by  the  same 
agent. 

C.  H.  Cleavelasd,  M.  D. 


TREATMENT   OF    STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA  BY 
RAPID  AND  FREE  DILATATION. 

(Read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  14th  April,  1853,  in  Savannah.] 

In  the  Keport  on  Surgery,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  before 
the  American  Medical  Association  assembled  in  Charleston,  So.  Ca. 
in  1851,  and  published  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Transactions,  are 
presented  the  commonly  received  opinions  respecting  the  treatment 
of  Stricture  of  the  Urethra.  During  my  visit  to  Paris  last  year,  the 
celebrated  instrument  maker,  M.  Charriere,  called  my  attention  to 
the  method  proposed  by  M.  Benique,  of  rapid  dilatation  to  relieve 
these  affections.  Through  his  recommendation,  a  set  of  this  gentle- 
man's bougies  were  procured,  and  the  result  of  my  experience  with 
them,  though  it  be  limited,  is  submitted  in  this  communication  to  our 
society. 

The  box  of  M.  Benique,  as  furnished  by  Charriere,  contains  36 
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bougies,  made  of  pewter,  varying  in  diameter  from  about  1£  to  5 
lines,  having  the  common  curvature  of  such  instruments,  and  are 
cylindrical  in  shape.  The  size  of  them,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  thus 
so  gradually  increased  as  almost  to  be  imperceptible ;  yet  in  com- 
paring the  first  and  last  numbers,  a  great  difference  is  seen  to  exist  in 
their  relative  proportions.  Although  solid,  metallic,  and  of  course, 
ponderous,  they  are  flexible. 

The  directions  accompanying  the  box  are  translated  as  follows  : 

1st.  Except  in  some  very  rare  cases,  where  the  strictures  have 
acquired  an  excessive  hardness,  we  ought,  in  commencing  to  use  these 
metallic  bougies,  descend  a  little  below  the  diameter  attained  with 
flexible  instruments. 

2d.  Not  to  leave  these  Bougies  in  the  Urethra  longer  than  it  takes 
to  introduce  and  withdraw  them. 

3d.  In  each  sitting  the  number  of  Bougies  introduced  will  vary 
from  2  or  3  to  7  or  8  ;  but  little  or  no  pain  should  be  experienced,  if 
in  attaining  a  given  diameter,  we  find  it  necessary  to  introduce  these 
highest  numbers. 

4th.  These  sittings  are  only  to  be  repeated  every  day  in  cases  of 
absence  of  all  irritation  :  the  least  appearance  of  this  symptom  con- 
tra indicates  their  continuance.  No  inconvenience  results  from  a 
suspension  of  this  treatment  for  several  days. 

5th.  Do  not  hesitate  to  incise  the  orifice  of  the  Urethra  that  these 
instruments  may  be  introduced,  knowing  that  naturally  it  is  the  most 
contracted  portion  of  the  canal. 

The  novelty  of  this  method  of  treating  Stricture  of  the  Urethra  is 
contained  in  the  second  and  third  positions  of  M.  Benique,  for  to 
enlarge  the  external  meatus  to  admit  large  instruments  has  been 
practised  for  some  years  by  lithotritists  :  and  is  briefly  this,  the 
introduction  at  each  sitting  or  operation,  of  a  number  of  bougies 
gradually  increased  in  size,  even  to  a  very  considerable  diameter,  and 
without  their  being  left  to  remain  in  this  canal  the  least  moment.  By 
this  plan  it  is  proposed  to  cure  this  affection  in  a  few  days  ;  and  this, 
too,  without  interruption  to  the  business  of  the  patient,  without  pain, 
and  without  exposure  to  serious  consequence.  The  relief  is,  moreover, 
permanent,  the  restricted  portion  being  completely  removed  ;  dilated 
to  its  full  original  diameter.  This  promise  of  the  happy  combination 
of  the  tuto,  jucunde  et  eito,  so  much  coveted  in  Surgery,  could  it  be 
realized  in  the  management  of  this  troublesome  complaint,  would  at 
once  commend  it  to  general  adoption. 

I  have  not  seen  M.  Benique's  "  Reflections  and  Observations  on 
Strictures  of  the  Urethra,"  but  my  own  have  brought  me  to  the 
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conclusion,  that  the  universal  practice  of  regulating  or  measuring  the 
size  of  the  dilating  instrument,  by  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  has  been 
unfortunate,  and  lead  to  the  general  result  of  this  plan,  failing  to 
remove  the  complaint.  The  diameter  of  this  excretory  canal,  it  is 
well  known,  is  far  from  being  uniform,  neither  is  it  cylindrical.  All 
agree  that  the  orifice  is  the  most  restricted.  This  may  be  assumed 
at  2  or  2£  lines  in  diameter,  while  that  of  the  urethra  itself  measures 
3J  to  4  lines.  It  is  a  closed  tube,  but  if  the  external  meatus  be 
incised  or  gradually  dilated,  it  will  readily  admit  an  instrument  of 
the  caliber  last  mentioned.  Like  all  openings  of  mucous  surfaces 
this  one  is  naturally  contracted,  and  it  requires  but  an  experiment, 
simply  to  enlarge  it,  to  convince  any  one  who  may  doubt  that  its 
diameter  is  not  considerably  increased  beyond  it.  The  well  known 
practice  of  lithotritists  to  introduce  their  large  instruments  by  incising 
the  meatus,  is  proof  positive  of  this  fact,  which  should  be  more  gene- 
rally known,  viz. :  that  this  passage  is  much  more  capacious  than  its 
mouth.  How  then  can  a  bougie  which  fills  only  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra  dilate  a  portion  of  the  canal  that  is  primitively  much 
wider ;  or  still  more  difficult,  restore  a  contracted  part  to  its  original 
size  1  To  this  there  is  a  physical  impossibility.  Now,  by  a  large 
sized  bougie  or  catheter  employed  against  Stricture,  is  meant  one 
that  fits  the  external  opening  and  not  the  passage  beyond  ;  therefore, 
must  it  necessarily  follow  that  dilatation,  as  commonly  applied,  while 
it  may  relieve  for  a  time,  cannot  cure  the  affection.  But  let  an 
instrument  measuring  4,  4£,  or  5  lines  in  diameter,  as  recommended 
by  Benique,  be  cautiously,  gradually  insinuated  into  a  restricted 
portion  of  the  urethra  by  incising  or  dilating  its  orifice ;  the  imprac- 
ticability of  the  operation  is  removed,  the  disease  can  be  reached  and 
may  then  be  cured. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  find  from  the  last  number  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  that  the  late  celebrated  Dr. 
Physick  entertained  similar  views  to  those  here  expressed. 

In  recommending  full  and  rapid  dilatation  in  the  treatment  of 
Strictures,  and  contending  that  it  is  almost  the  only  certain  way  of 
effectually  curing  them,  I  am  at  the  same  time  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
forced  or  sudden  introduction  of  instruments  into  the  bladder  through 
the  urethra.  This  practice,  attempted  to  be  established  by  M.  Mayor  of 
Lausanne,  Switzerland,  a  few  years  ago,  is  utterly  opposed.  It  has 
only  been  after  other  means  have  failed  that  forcible  pressure  against 
a  stricture  was  resorted  to,  in  order  to  relieve  a  distended  bladder  : 
but  in  every  instance  violence  was  avoided  and  great  prudence 
exercised.     In  catheterism  every  movement  should  be  made  with 
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caution  and  skill,  perseveringly  yet  patiently,  that  the  instrument  may 
insinuate  itself,  be  drawn,  as  it  were,  into  the  bladder  by  an  invisible 
yet  tangible  suction  power,  and  not  suddenly,  violently  or  forcibly 
thrust  into  it.  And  while  I  agree  that  in  every  case  when  the  instru- 
ment excites  irritation  it  should  be  removed,  still  it  must  be  manifest 
that  the  more  rapidly  a  restricted  portion  of  the  urethra  is  restored  to 
its  original  size  without  causing  pain  or  inflammation,  the  more  econo- 
mically, in  every  respect,  will  be  the  cure.  But  as  this  disease  lies 
concealed  in  a  passage  wider  than  the  orifice  leading  to  it,  free  access 
to  its  location  can  only  be  had  by  enlarging  this  opening.  In  cases 
of  rupture  of  the  urethra  or  of  its  division  by  an  operation,  dilatation 
is  still  considered  essential  to  overcome  the  tendency  to  contraction 
and  coarctation  of  cicatrices.  The  lymph  effused  under  these  circum- 
stances soon  becomes  converted  to  mucous  membrane,  and  to  expand 
it  occasionally  is  certainly  the  proper  way  to  adapt  and  mould  it  to 
the  healthy  functions  of  this  canal ;  and  experience  has  proven,  that 
the  gentle  passing  of  a  smooth  instrument  does  not  materially  inter- 
fere with  the  extension  of  the  cylindrical  epithelium  over  a  wounded 
surface.  In  advocating  a  new  method  of  dilatation  to  cure  stricture, 
let  it  then  be  understood  that  its  cautious  and  gradual  application, 
though  it  be  rapid  and  ample,  is  none  the  less  insisted  upon  ;  and 
sudden  or  forcible  measures  honestly  condemned. 

After  reporting  two  cases  for  illustration,  Dr.  E.  adds  :  It  is 
admitted  that  these  cases  are  defective,  especially  in  regard  to  time, 
as  confirmatory  of  the  treatment  of  urethral  stricture  now  proposed 
and  herein  recommended  ;  but  they  are  the  most  favorable  which 
have  occurred  in  the  brief  space  since  my  return  from  Europe,  and 
are  presented  to  sustain  the  following  new  positions — 

1st.  That  while  dilatation  is  the  proper  treatment  for  Stricture  of 
the  Urethra,  this  has  hitherto  failed  to  effect  a  cure,  because  in  the 
ordinary  mode  of  applying  it,  the  seat  of  the  disease  has  not  specially 
been  acted  upon  by  the  dilating  instruments. 

2d.  To  cure  Stricture,  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  must  be  so 
enlarged  that  the  canal  beyond  it  may  be  dilated  to  its  original  size, 
which  we  ought  to  recollect  is  about  twice  that  of  the  opening  leading 
to  it.  Instead  therefore  of  being  satisfied  with  introducing  bougies  of 
two  lines  in  diameter  through  a  restricted  portion,  they  should  measure 
four  to  five  lines  in  thickness. 

3d.  There  is  no  necessity  to  confine  a  patient  to  bed  in  treating 
stricture ;  once  an  instrument  has  been  introduced,  it  has  done  all  it 
can  to  expand  the  passage,  and  should  be  withdrawn,  that  others  larger 
in  size  may  be  immediately  substituted.    While  this  process  ought  to 
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be  cautiously  and  very  gradually  conducted,  still  the  more  rapidly 
and  freely  it  can  be  applied,  provided  no  pain  is  excited,  the  sooner 
the  disease  will  be  removed. 

4th.  By  this  method  Strictures  may  be  permanently  cured  in  a 
few  days,  without  suffering,  inconvenience,  or  exposure  to  serious 
consequences. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery, 
Augusta,  Geo.  April,  1853.  University  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Selections* 

Z00N0MIA:   OR  THE  LAW  OF  ANIMAL  LIFE. 

A  Lecture  delivered  before  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington, 
U.  S.  on  March  the  8th,  1853.  Bv  Marshall  Hall,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  Foreign  Associate  of  the  «  Academie  de  Medecin "  of 
Paris,  &c.  &c. 

(Concluded.) 

I  will  again  illustrate  my  subject  by  a  reference  to  the  interesting 
case  of  hibernation  :— If  you  take  a  bat  from  its  winter  quarters,  from 
its  state  of  hibernation  in  which  its  respiration  is  at  the  minimum, 
and  its  dynamic  at  the  maximum,  and  make  it  fly  about,  and  so 
augment  the  vital  stimulus  of  respiration,  it  infallibly  dies  !  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  take  the  same  creature  in  its  condition  of  summer 
activity,  and  of  high  respiration  and  low  dynamic,  and  deprive  it  of 
air,  by  immersion  in  water  or  in  an  irrespirable  gas,  it  dies,  too 
Invert  in  either  way  the  inverse  ratio  of  dynamic  and  stimulus,  and 
the  result  is  fatal. 

Low  dynamic  requires  high  stimulus  ;  high  dynamic,  low  stimulus. 
The  higher  the  dynamic,  the  more  capable  is  the  animal  of  the  further 
abstraction  of  stimulus,  and  vice  versa.  If,  instead  of  taking  a  bat 
from  its  summer  activity,  you  take  it  in  its  state  of  hibernation,  and 
now  impaerse  it  in  water  for  ten  minutes,  or  even  longer  it  is 
altogether  uninjured.  The  bat,  taken  in  its  state  of  activity*  and  sub- 
merged in  water,  dies  in  two  minutes  and  a  half. 

Thus  the  hibernating  animal  dies  if  its  respiration  be  augmented 
whilst  it  can  bear  its  suspension ;  the  same  animal,  in  its  state  of 
vernation,  or  of  activity,  can  bear  its  respiration  to  be  augmented  but 
dies  speedily  if  it  be  suspended  ! 

I  will  illustrate  this  view  by  another  order  of  facts  :— The  tadpole 
of  the  frog  breathes  in  water,  and  feeds  on  water  plants ;  the  same 
tadpole  becomes  a  frog,  breathes  in  atmospheric  air,  and  feeds  on 
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insects ;  it  has  become  a  higher  breather — a  higher  feeder.  In  the 
former  state,  the  dynamic,  in  the  latter,  the  stimulus,  is  comparatively 
greater.  The  tadpole  would  die  if  taken  out  of  its  element,  the 
water  ;  the  young  frog  would  drown  if  compelled  to  remain  in  it ! 

These  facts  are  the  results  of  innumerable  experiments.    I  shall 
take  occasion  to  revert  to  them  hereafter. 

Besides  being  inverse,  to  which  there  is  no  exception,  the  ratio 
between  dynamic  and  stimulus  may  be  higher  or  lower.  It  is  in  this 
manner  that  we  are  enabled  to  explain  the  modes  of  life.  As  life  in 
general  is  a  result  of  stimulus  into  dynamic,  we  should,  without  a 
provision  of  this  kind,  see  all  animals  equally  active  or  inactive. 
Either  the  reptile  would  not  creep  slowly,  or  the  bird  tribe  would  not 
soar  into  the  atmosphere.  But  we  observe,  in  fact,  that  when  the 
stimulus  is  (/is-proportionately  low,  the  animal  is  of  low  activity  ;  and 
that  when  it  is  cfts-proportionately  high,  the  animal  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  an  intense  degree  of  activity. 

Throughout  animated  nature,  as  I  have  already  stated,  in  all  the 
varied  forms  and  mcdes  of  life,  from  the  eagle  to  the  serpent,  the 
dynamic  and  the  stimuli  are  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  each  other.  Such, 
as  I  have  observed  and  repeated,  is  the  law  of  life.  In  the  bird  tribes, 
the  quantity  of  air  and  food  imbibed  is  extreme,  the  degree  of  dynamic 
very  low ;  in  the  reptile  tribes,  the  quantity  of  stimulus  is  low,  and 
the  degree  of  dynamic  high.  The  following  formulas  may  serve  to 
express  this  general  fact : 

Stimulus,  8  4  2  1 

Dynamic,  12  4  8 

The  degree  of  activity,  or  of  inactivity,  in  all  these  cases,  may  be 
supposed  to  remain  the  same. 

But  to  explain  the  greater  activity  of  the  bird,  and  the  inactivity 
of  the  reptile,  a  modification  of  the  formulaB  is  required,  which  may 
be  thus  expressed  : 

Stimulus,  1         2  +  1       4+2  8+4 

Dynamic,  8  4  2  1 

In  this  manner,  whilst  the  inverse  ratio  between  the  stimulus  and 
the  dynamic,  generally  speaking,  remains,  that  of  the  former  may 
augment  more  rapidly  as  we  pass  into  the  more  active  forms  of  living 
beings,  than  that  of  the  latter  diminishes  ;  and  thus  the  bird  and  the 
insect  fly,  whilst  the  reptile  and  catterpillar  creep.  "With  higher 
stimulus,  the  animal  becomes  more  bird-like ;  with  lower  stimulus, 
it  becomes  more  reptile. 

With  augmented  air  and  food,  other  organs,  besides  those  of 
respiration  and  digestion,  become  stimulated   to  greater  action. 
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There  is  especially  a  correlation  between  the  rapidity  of  the  action  of 
the  heart,  and  of  the  acts  of  respiration,  arising  in  a  peculiar  and 
reciprocal  manner  out  of  the  play  of  stimulus  and  of  the  neuro- 
dynamic  which  resides  in  the  spinal  and  ganglionic  sub-systems,  and 
the  myo-dynamic  in  the  muscles  which  are  respectively  under  their 
dominion,  and  out  of  the  law  which  binds  them  together,  which 
deserves  to  be  distinctly  described. — The  blood  flowing  through  the 
the  lungs  exhales  carbonic  acid ;  this  is  the  internal  excitor  of 
inspiration  acting  on  the  fine  branches  of  the  pneumogastric  nerves, 
spread  over  the  lining  membrane  of  the  lungs ;  the  more  rapid  the 
circulation,  the  greater  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  exhaled,  and 
consequently  the  more  rapid  the  respiration.  But  this  respiration 
brings  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere  into  contact  with  the  pneumo- 
nic blood  in  its  turn,  through  the  same  pulmonary  membrane  ;  this 
oxygen  is  absorbed  by  the  blood,  passes  into  the  circulation,  and 
stimulates  the  heart  to  augmented  action,  and  augments  the  rapidity 
of  the  circulation.  This  last  has  again,  in  its  turn,  a  greater  exhala- 
tion of  carbonic  acid  in  the  lungs,  again  augmenting  respiration,  &c. 
In  proportion  to  the  augmented  stimulus  the  dynamic  is  diminished. 

The  changes  which  take  place  in  regard  to  the  ratio  of  dynamic 
and  stimulus  are  of  two  kinds:  1,  structural ;  %  physiological.  The 
former,  in  metamorphosis,  is  usually,  if  not  always,  upwards,  to  a  state 
of  higher  activity,  to  a  state  of  higher  stimulus  with  diminished 
dynamic ;  the  latter  takes  place  in  both  directions,  being  to  one  of 
higher  stimulus  in  vernation,  and  to  one  of  higher  dynamic  in  hiber- 
nation. Activity  on  one  hand,  and  repose,  and,  especially  sleep  on 
the  other,  induce  similar  though  less  marked  effects. 

I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  convince  you,  gentlemen,  that  there 
is,  in  this  Law  of  Life,  a  most  interesting  and  important  fact,  a  vast 
generalization.  This  generalization  embraces  three  great  objects:  ], 
the  scale  of  animated  being  ;  2,  metamorphosis,  and  perhaps  mere 
development ;  3,  physiological  changes.  I  know  of  no  law  so  general, 
so  expansive. 

I  may  now  observe  that  it  is  of  deep  interest  to  trace  the  criteria 
of  the  ratio  between  dynamic  and  stimulus. 

In  the  first  place,  galvanism  is  a  test  of  neuro-  and  myo-dynaraic, 
just  as  nerve  and  muscle,  in  the  animal  in  which  these  dynamics  are 
high,  as  the  frog,  become  galvanoscopic  or  a  test  of  galvanism. 

In  the  second  place,  in  the  animal  in  which  stimulus  is  high,  the 
temperature  and  its  measurer — the  thermometer — become  a  test  of 
its  degree,  and,  of  course,  of  the  inverse  condition  of  the  dynamic. 

Thirdly,  the  degree  of  activity,  or  of  inactivity,  denotes  the  rela- 
tive condition  of  the  two  elements  of  the  Law  of  Life. 


308 


THE    N  E  W-Y  ORE 


Fourthly,  it  has  already  been  noticed  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
dynamic,  and  in  the  inverse  proportion  to  the  stimulus,  the  animal 
possesses  the  power  of  hearing  the  subtraction  of  stimulus,  the  pri- 
vation of  air  and  of  food,  and  is,  in  more  senses  than  one,  endowed 
with  tenacity  of  life.  The  length  of  time  during  which  an  animal  can 
bear  the  privation  of  air,  or  breathe  a  given  limited  quantity  of  air, 
is  proportionate  to  the  dynamic. 

In  the  fifth  place,  the  quantity  of  respiration  affords  a  measure  of 
the  stimulus.  This  is  ascertained  in  various  ways  :  1,  by  the  struc- 
ture and  extent  of  the  lungs  ;  2,  by  the  number  of  the  respirations ; 
3,  by  the  quantity  of  oxygen  imbibed,  and  of  carbonic  acid  exhaled. 

In  proportion  to  the  surface  cf  the  lungs  on  which  the  methsema- 
tous  or  blood-changing  channels  are  spread,  in  proportion  therefore  to 
the  complexity  of  the  structure  of  the  lungs,  is  the  quantity  of  respi- 
ration. The  fish  has  a  mere  gill ;  the  batrachian  has  a  vesicular  lung, 
with  or  without  subdivisions  or  intersections,  as  we  observe  in  the 
triton,  or  in  the  frog  or  toad,  respectively ;  the  lung  of  the  serpent, 
the  tortoise,  the  tribes  of  the  mammalia,  and  of  the  birds,  becomes 
more  and  more  complex  and  extended ;  in  the  insect  and  in  the  bird, 
the  respiration  is  extended  over  the  system,  not  being  limited  to  one 
organ;  in  ihe  insect,  indeed,  each  articulate  segment  is  furnished  with 
an  analogue  of  the  medulla  oblongata,  as  a  central  nervous  organ  of 
the  respiration.    The  dynamic  exist  in  an  inverse  proportion. 

In  the  sixth  place,  the  quantity  of  food  assimilated  or  respired  is 
a  stimulus  in  itself,  and  in  its  proportion  to  respiration  becomes  a 
measure  and  criterion  of  the  degree  of  dynamic  inversely.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  quantity  of  stimulus,  as  represented  by  the  food,_we  must 
bear  in  mind  the  quality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  that  food,  and  its 
convertibility  into  calorifacient  and  nutrient  principles.  Insect  food 
is  perhaps  of  all  kinds  of  food  the  most  stimulant,  whilst  vegetable 
food  is  the  least  so.  It  must  also  be  a  question  how  much  of  the  food 
is  really  made  available,  and  how  much  is  excreted  um-espired,  un- 
assimilated. 

Seventhly,  we  have  in  the  circulation  a  criterion  of  the  kind  and 
character  of  life ;  slow  and  with  few  mathannatous  vessels,  in  the 
animal  of  low  stimulus  and  high  dynamic,  it  becomes  quicker  with 
more  crowded  vessels,  as  the  stimulus  is  greater.  The  structure  of  the 
lung  and  the  degree  of  rapidity  of  the  movement  of  the  blood  glo. 
bules,  must  be  carefully  noted  :  as  the  former  becomes  more  compli- 
cated and  the  latter  augmented,  the  quantity  of  stimulus  is  higher,  and 
I  need  scarcely  say,  the  degree  of  dynamic  lower. 

There  is,  indeed,  no  subject  so  replete  M'ith  interest  as  the  circula- 
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tory  apparatus — pneumonic  and  systemic — in  themselves,  in  the  differ- 
ent orders  of  animated  being,  and  in  reference  to  the  law  of  life. 
The  entire  apparatus  consists  of — 1,  the  minute  arteries ;  2,  the  minute 
veins ;  and,  3,  the  intermediate  blood  channels,  or,  as  I  have  proposed 
to  denominate  them — from  the"  important  fact  that  all  the  changes 
which  take  place  in  the  blood  take  place  in  them — the  methrematous 
or  blood-changing  channels.  These  vessels  are  specifically  distinct, 
a  distinction  on  which  I  have  insisted  on  another  occasion. 

I  must  now,  gentlemen,  in  the  last  place,  bring  before  you  certain 
results  of  that  law  of  life  which  1  have  thus  very  inadequately  sketched. 
In  doing  this,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  repeat  some  of  the  precceding 
remarks ;  but  I  prefer  to  do  this  to  the  alternative  of  leaving  my 
sketch  incomplete. 

The  first  remark  I  have  to  make  in  regard  to  tl;e  results  of  the 
Law  of  Life,  relates  to  the  temperature  of  animals  of  high  dynamic 
and  of  low  respiration,  and  consequently  of  low  temperature.  Such 
animals  are  said  to  be  of  cold  blood.  This  expression  is  inaccurate. 
No  animal  is  positively  of  cold  blood.  The  species  of  lowest  tempe- 
rature is  still  of  a  temperature  higher  than  that  which  would  subsist 
absolutely  without  respiration,  and  its  blood  is  only  low  in  tempera- 
ture, without  being  as  cold  as  the  surrounding  medium. 

Even  amongst  fishes  some  are  high,  others  low,  feeders  and  breath- 
ers, with  a  corresponding  temperature ;  the  trout  can  only  live  at 
the  surface  of  a  limpid  stream,  breathing  highly  oxygenated  water,  and 
feeding  on  the  insects  immediately  on  that  surface  ;  the  carp,  on  the 
contrary,  lives  and  breathes  lowly,  at  the  lowest  part  of  stagnant  pools. 
The  trout  is,  comparatively,  a  fish  of  high  stimulus — food  and  respi- 
ration—  and  temperature,  and  of  low  dynamic;  the  carp,  of  high 
dynamic  and  low  stimulus  The  trout  dies  almost  immediately  if 
taken  out  of  its  crystal  element  ;  the  carp  will  live  for  days  in  wet 
moss,  that  is,  out  of  its  own  element,  abundantly  supplied  with  mois- 
ture, or  in  a  limited  portion  of  water  ill  supplied  with  mixed  atmos- 
pheric air. 

As  we  rise  in  the  scale  of  animated  being,  from  the  fish  to  the 
reptile,  from  this  to  the  mammalia,  and  from  these  to  birds,  the  respi- 
ration, and  with  this,  the  temperature,  also  rises,  the  dynamic  propor- 
tionately falling ;  the  temperature  of  the  fish  and  reptile  is  slightly 
above  that  of  the  medium  in  which  they  dwell  respectively  ;  that  of 
the  mammalia  is  abo  t  98°,  that  of  the  bird  tribes  about  102°,  l'ahr. 

The  temperature  accurately  coincides  with  the  quality  and  quan- 
tity of  food,  the  quantity  of  respiration,  and  is,  in  effect,  the  develope- 
mcnt  of  an  internal  stimulus  from  stimulant  ingesta. 
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With  temperature  there  is  also  probably  the  evolution  of  the 
galvanic  agency. 

The  galvanic  apparatus,  the  thermometer,  the  quantity  of  food, 
the  quantity  of  oxygen,  the  power  to  bear  the  abstraction  of  these 
stimuli,  or,  in  certain  circumstances,  their  addition  ;  all  these  are 
criteria  of  the  place  a  given  animal,  in  a  given  condition,  ought  to 
occupy  in  the  zoological  or  physiological  scale. 

Growth,  developement,  matamorphosis.  nutrition,  in  ovo  and  extra 
ovum,  are  other  results  of  the  play  of  vital  powers,  dynamic  and 
stimulus.  With  each  of  such  changes  in  form,  a  change  in  kind  of 
life,  or  a  metabiosis  occurs. 

Of  these,  hints  have  been  dispersed  in  the  preceeding  remarks. 
If  I  have  succeeded  in  giving  you,  gentlemen,  an  adequate  idea  of 
them,  and  of  the  other  topics  involved  in  the  development  of  the  Law 
of  Life,  I  shall  feel  much  gratified.  Pray  accept  my  best  thanks  for 
your  kind  attention  throughout  this  imperfect  lecture. 

Each  part  of  my  subject  would  afford  scope  for  distinct  discussion, 
and  one  object  of  my  visit  to  the  United  States,  is  to  secure  to  myself 
both  the  leisure  and  the  opportunity  for  further  physiological  inquiry 
in  regard  to  it.  In  this  object  I  know  and  feel  that  I  shall  be  assisted 
by  the  liberal  and  generous  people  amongst  whom  it  is  my  lot.  for  a 
time,  to  dwell,  and  by  the  noble  and  free  institutions,  the  objects  of 
which  it  may,  as  on  the  present  occasion,  be  my  proud  privilege 
humbly  to  promote. 

Of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  I  can  only  most  cordially  say,  may 
it  prosper,  and  may  it  long  be  the  means  of  the  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
and  of  consequent  good  to  mankind  ! 

Microscopic  Preparations. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

I  send  you  a  page  or  two  relating  to  microscopic  matters,  which 
some  of  the  students  who  read  your  Journal  may  like  to  see,  if  you 
can  find  room  for  so  much  in  any  of  your  coming  numbers. 

Yours  very  truly,  O.  W.  Holmes. 

Many  of  the  readers  of  this  Journal,  and  especially  many  of  its 
younger  readers,  are  interested  in  the  microscope  in  its  application 
to  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathology.  Most  of  the  young  physicians 
who  complete  their  studies  in  Europe,  bring  home  a  "  Nachet,"  or  an 
"  Oberhaeuser,"  and  a  certain  amount  of  skill  in  handling  it,  which 
they  find  abundant  leisure  to  improve  in  the  early  times  of  their 
practice.  There  are  now  many  good  instruments  among  us  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  know  how  to  use  them,  and  several  of  the  highest 
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excellence.  Our  microscopists  are  beginning  to  be  known  somewhat 
beyond  their  own  immediate  circle.  Dr.  Dalton  and  Dr.  Burnett 
have  been  honored  by  two  of  the  four  prizes  conferred  by  the  Ame- 
rican Medical  Association,  for  essays  based,  in  great  part,  or  wholly 
on  microscopic  investigations.  Other  observers  are  at  work,  who  will 
be  heard  from  in  due  season. 

In  the  mean  time  attention  has  been  drawn  in  this  country  to  the 
art  of  making  the  instruments  upon  which  so  many  departments  of 
medical  science  are  more  or  less  dependent.  Mr.  Spencer's  labors 
and  triumphs  are  well  known.  It  is  not  so  generally  understood  that 
excellent  lenses  have  been  made  in  this  city.  Mr.  Alvan  Clark,  dis- 
tinguished as  an  artist,  and  as  a  maker  of  astronomical  instruments, 
has  employed  his  leisure,  occasionally,  in  making  objectives,  several 
of  which  I  have  seen  and  found  to  compare  very  favorably  with  the 
best  of  the  imported  glasses  of  similar  power.  There  has  been  little 
done  as  yet,  however,  in  the  way  of  providing  the  microscopist  with 
those  numerous  accessories  which  he  is  constantly  requiring,  and 
which  in  London  or  Paris  he  can  readily  obtain.  To  get  very  thin 
glass,  one  must  hunt  up  in  New-York  the  American  agency  of  Messrs. 
Chance,  of  Birmingham,  which  is  to  be  found  in  an  obscure  ware- 
house remote  from  the  common  markets  of  scientific  commodities. 
As  for  a  set  of  delicate  tests,  is  is  doubtful  if  they  can  be  had  without 
importing  them  expressly.  Some  of  Hett's  and  Topping's  injected 
preparations  may  be  had  in  New- York,  but  only  such  as  has  been 
left  after  careful  culling  by  others. 

We  shall  have  to  find  out  that  we  can  make  many  of  these  things 
for  ourselves,  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  importing ;  all  of  them,  as 
soon  as  it  will  pay  to  make  them.  It  would  not  be  surprising  to  find, 
in  ten  years  from  this  time,  that  there  were  more  microscopists  in 
America  than  in  Europe.  For  here  everybody  must  know  something 
of  everything  ;  and  as  a  microscope  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  the 
owner  is  a  microscopist,  it  will  become  as  necesaary  a  part  of  the 
stock  in  trade  as  a  stethoscope ;  which  implies  that  the  owner  is  a 
stethoscopist — even  if  he  does  not  know  which  end  to  put  to  his  ear, 
as  once  happened  in  a  consultation  in  this  region.  Thus  there  will  be 
growing  up  among  us  a  market  for  microscopes,  and  all  that  belongs  to 
microscopic  art,  and  the  skill  which  has  never  failed  to  show  itself  when- 
ever it  has  been  called  for,  will  find  a  new  channel  in  providing  for  this 
want. 

The  art  of  minute  injection  has  been,  until  of  late,  very  little  prac- 
tised in  this  country.  Dr.  Horner's  preparations  in  the  Wistar 
Museum  arc  among  the  most  successful  examples  of  it.    The  applica- 
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tion  of  the  achromatic  microscope  to  the  study  of  the  tissues  has  given 
a  fresh  impulse  to  this  branch  of  anatomical  art,  and  many  beautiful 
results  have  been  obtained  ;  such  as  we  can  hardly  believe  that 
Euysch  or  Licberkuhn  can  have  approached,  by  what  we  know  of 
their  performances.  Many  of  the  injections  of  Berres  and  others  are 
figured  in  the  work  of  Gerber  ;  Hassall  gives  figures  of  those  of 
several  of  the  English  anatomists  ;  Dr.  Neill,  of  Philadelphia,  has 
given  very  beautiful  representations  of  some  of  his  own  injections  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach.  From  these  plates,  those  who 
have  not  access  to  the  original  preparations,  may  form  some  idea  of 
their  delicacy  and  brilliancy. 

Preparations  of  this  kind,  properly  put  up  in  preservative  fluid, 
are  of  very  great  importance,  especially  to  the  teacher  of  microscopic 
art  and  science.  It  is  in  this  capacity  that  I  have  had  occasion  to 
employ  many  such  preparations,  of  some  of  which  a  few  remarks  will 
be  here  made. 

The  first  I  used  were  some  made  by,  or  under  the  direction  of, 
Retzius  of  Stockholm,  lent  me  by  Dr.  Ware.  One  of  these,  an  injec- 
tion of  the  lobules  of  the  liver,  is  a  very  beautiful  exhibition  of  the 
two  veins  and  the  duct  filled  with  different  kinds  of  injections.  They 
are  put  up  in  a  somewhat  rough  way  between  two  thick  plates  of  glass. 

The  preparations  of  Mr.  Hett,  some  of  which  were  selected  by 
Mr.  Burnett  in  London,  and  others  purchased  of  the  importer,  are 
put  up  with  great  neatness,  and  on  the  whole  the  most  brilliant  spe- 
cimens of  minute  injection  of  all  those  mentioned.  They  become 
infested  with  air-bubbles  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  which  will  in 
time  require  them  to  be  taken  out,  and  the  cells  re-filled  with  fluid. 

Those  of  Mr.  Topping  are  injected  in  many  cases  with  yellow 
instead  of  red,  which  makes  them  somewhat  less  showy  than  the 
others.    They  are,  however,  well  filled  and  neatly  mounted. 

I  have  received  from  Dr.  John  Neill,  of  Philadelphia,  specimens 
prepared  by  himself,  the  last  received  very  jierfect  ;  the  colored 
figures  before  referred  to,  which  may  be  found  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  Jan.  1851,  show  the  delicacy  of  the 
injection  and  the  use  of  such  preparations  in  bringing  out  the  nicer 
points  of  structure. 

We  have  in  this  city  a  microscopist  who  has  devoted  himself  with 
great  assiduity,  and  success  to  preparing  and  mounting  specimens, 
many  of  which  are  injected  by  him  with  great  nicety.  Dr.  Durkee, 
the  gentleman  referred  to,  has  been  his  own  instructor  and  has  suc- 
ceeded, after  many  trials,  in  acquiring  to  a  great  extent  the  skill 
which  is  almost  confined  to  a  few  persons  abroad,  who  make  a  buwi- 
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ncss  of  preparing  objects  for  microscopists.  I  will  mention  a  few  of 
these  which  I  have  seen,  to  give  an  idea  of  the  points  which  they 
illustrate.  Several  of  these,  which  Dr.  Durkee  had  the  kindness  to 
give  me,  I  have  used  with  much  satisfaction  in  my  demonstrations. 

1.  Foetal  stomach,  near  cardiac  orifice:  A  perfect  injection, 
showing  ridges,  areoke,  but  no  villi. 

2.  Skin  of  the  back  of  the  hand,  showing  vascular  net-work. 

3.  Mucous  membrane  of  gall-bladder,  finely  injected,  showing 
ridges,  running  into  villi. 

4.  Membrana  tynipani  injected,  showing  a  non-vascular  spot  about 
the  attachment  of  the  handle  of  the  malleus. 

5.  Malpighian  corpuscles  of  the  kidney  in  the  human  subject,  and 
in  the  ox,  beautifully  shown. 

6.  Tongue,  showing  the  filiform  papillae,  finely  injected. 

I  have  selected  these  as  among  the  most  successful  preparations, 
but  there  are  many  others  of  much  interest.  Among  the  rest  I  should 
not  forget  the  sections  of  bone,  which  Dr.  Durkee  has  the  art  of 
making  in  a  very  superior  way.  I  have  made  hundreds  of  them,  and 
seen  a  great  many  made  in  this  country,  and  in  Europe,  but  never 
saw  more  than  one  specimen  equal  to  the  best  made  by  Dr.  Durkee. 

The  injected  preparations  made  in  this  country  are  apt  to  be 
inferior  in  color  to  the  imported  ones.  The  vermilion  is  not  equal 
in  brilliancy  to  that  used  by  Mr.  Hett.  Once  in  a  while  it  is  found 
to  contain  specks,  which  take  off  a  little  from  the  beauty  of  the  speci- 
men containing  them.  But  it  is  evident  that  we  are  in  the  way  of 
learning  to  do  for  ourselves  what  others  have  done  for  us,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  slight  difficulties  which  stand  in  the  way  of 
absolute  perfection  will  be  overcome,  as  the  principal  ones  have 
already  been.  It  was  said  at  the  beginning  of  this  communication, 
that  the  young  practitioner  had  time  enough  to  improve  his  know- 
ledge of  the  microscope  in  his  early  years  of  practice.  There  are 
many  hours  which  he  must  pass  in  his  office,  quite  undisturbed,  in 
company  with  his  books  and  his  thoughts.  Let  him  add  a  microscope 
as  a  companion  to  these,  and  time  will  be  wonderfully  lightened  for 
him,  while  he  is  acquiring  the  knowledge  he  will  be  very  glad  of  in 
the  busy  years  that  are  coming. 

The  microscope  is,  of  all  philosophical  instruments,  the  most 
unfailing  and  untiring  companion.  The  astronomer  tells  us  that 
hardly  more  than  a  dozen  nights  in  the  year  are  adapted  to  his 
observations.  He  must  watch  all  night,  exposed  to  cold  and  damp, 
surrounded  by  costly  and  cumbrous  machinery.  The  microscopist 
sits  down  at  his  fireside  or  his  window,  with  a  little  instrument  before 
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him,  a  mere  toy  to  look  at — a  giant  mightier  than  the  slave  of  the 
lamp,  or  the  ring  in  its  power  of  transformation.  All  that  he  wishes 
to  observe  upon,  nature  is  ready  to  furnish  him.  Nothing  is  too 
precious  or  rare  for  him  to  covet ;  he  wishes  but  a  mere  speck,  a 
particle,  such  as  the  koh-i-noor  could  spare  him.  Nothing  is  repulsive, 
examined  in  its  infinitesimal  shape.  The  disease  which  infected  the 
wards  of  a  hospital  does  not  betray  itself  in  the  narrow  apartment 
where  he  studies  all  its  intimate  details.  He  may  study  and  work 
until  practice  conies  and  takes  him  off  his  feet,  and  floats  him  away 
into  a  world  of  other  cares  and  duties,  and  year  after  year,  every  day 
will  bring  him  something  new  to  examine.  I  will  say  nothing  of  the 
utility,  even  the  necessity  of  the  microscope  to  the  practical  physician, 
and  the  surgeon.  As  a  mere  illustrative  companion  to  scientific 
study,  as  a  mere  intelligent  plaything,  it  is  the  most  precious  gift  to 
all  who  love  to  look  at  the  universe  as  its  inner  life  is  revealed  to  the 
senses.  To  all  who  have  done  and  are  doing  anything  to  render  it 
more  available  for  the  purposes  of  study,  we  are  under  obligations 
which  it  is  a  pleasure  to  express,  even  if  it  is  done  as  in  this  slight 
notice,  which  was  suggested  by  the  pleasure  derived  from  examining 
the  preparations  made  by  Dr.  Durkee. 

"The  Order  of  Hippocrates." 

A  singular  paper,  by  Albert  W.  Ely,  M.  D.  of  New  Orleans,  on 
the  subject  of  the  formation  of  a  secret  medical  association,  is  a  lead- 
ing article  in  the  May  number  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal.  The  sum  and  substance  of  the  communication  is,  that 
the  regular  profession  is  so  poorly  protected  against  the  designs  of 
unprincipled  practitioners,  that  a  secret  society  is  necessary,  into 
which  the  very  worthiest  only  of  the  faculty  should  be  initiated. 
Signs  and  passes  are  to  be  made  use  of,  so  that  the  members  may 
know  each  other  whenever  they  meet.  Dr.  Ely  would  have  the 
Society  "  something  like  the  Masonic  order,  or  the  order  of  Odd 
Fellows."  He  thus  elaborates  his  scheme  : — "  We  mean  to  say, 
that  the  great  interests  of  the  science  of  medicine  require  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  great  medical  order,  having  one  great  head,  to  which 
all  others  shall  be  subordinate.  We  have  chosen  to  give  this  order  a 
name — that  of  the  Order  of  Hippocrates  ;  but  some  other  might  per- 
haps be  better.  Our  idea  of  the  organization  of  this  great  order  is  as 
follows  :  it  should  consist  of  divisions,  called  subordinate  colleges, 
deriving  their  charters  from  one  grand  college  for  the  whole  United 
States,  holding  its  sessions  quarterly,  or  semi-annually,  in  some 
central  point  of  the  Union.    The  form  and  ceremonies  of  initiation 
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should  be  of  the  most  solemn  and  imposing  character,  accompanied 
with  oaths  or  obligations  binding  the  initiated  to  sustain  the  interests 
of  the  order."  He  goes  on  to  describe  it  more  fully,  till  a  plan  is 
set  forth,  than  which,  as  a  whole,  one  more  ridiculous  was  never 
suggested,  or  one  better  calculated  for  utterly  destroying  the  respei> 
(ability  which  belongs  to  the  faculty.  An  institution  organized  with 
the  avowed  object  of  keeping  medical  secrets,  and  aggrandizing 
individuals,  who  of  course  would  be  "  most  noble,"  "  right  worship- 
ful," or  "  puissant"  physicians,  in  the  lodge  of  free  and  accepted 
M.  D.'s,  would  be  the  laughing  stock  of  the  nation,  and  a  by-word 
for  street  idlers.  The  creation  of  a  central  college,  on  which  fifty-five 
others  would  be  dependent  for  their  existence,  would  not  be  in  har- 
mony with  our  republican  doctrines,  though  all  of  a  piece  with  the 
signs,  grips  and  passes  of  the  proposed  grand  "  order."  A  funda- 
mental principle  with  all  medical  institutions  of  the  country,  is  that 
which  disclaims  all  unnecessary  concealment  or  mystery.  Yet,  a 
member  of  our  profession,  in  full  fellowship,  acknowledging  the  code 
of  ethics  interwoven  with  the  constitutional  frame  work  of  medical 
associations  everywhere,  actually  proposes  an  organization  whose 
members  are  bound  to  secresy,  and  among  whom  would  soon  grow 
up,  unchecked,  abuses  more  flagrant  than  any  characterizing  the 
various  phases  of  quackery  throughout  the  land.  Another  consider- 
ation may  be  alluded  to.  In  Massachusetts,  extra-judicial  oaths  are 
forbidden  by  law,  and  are,  therefore,  closely  looked  after  by  the  grand 
jury.  How  these  affairs  are  conducted  in  other  States,  we  do  not 
know.  That  they  are  untramelled  by  legislative  action,  in  that 
respect,  is  possible  ;  but  that  would  not  prevent  the  unpopularity  of 
a  secret  conclave  of  medical  men,  whose  meetings  were  expressly  for 
the  benevolent  purpose  of  raising  themselves  on  the  ruin  of  others ! 
Democratic  principles  are  too  thoroughly  inculcated  in  our  ranks  and 
throughout  the  community  to  tolerate  the  "  Order  of  Hippocrates ;" 
and  we  think,  therefore,  that  Dr.  Ely  will  never  live  to  witness,  in 
actual  operation,  his  proposed  remedy  for  the  evils  that  threaten  the 
respectability  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  profession  of  medicine. 

Boston  M.  and  S.  Journal. 

Homoeopathy. 

Under  the  impression  that  our  readers  were  fully  enlightened  on 
the  subject  of  homoeopathy,  we  have  not  very  recently,  more  than 
alluded  to  that  miserable  medical  heresy,  and  should  not  now  disturb 
its  infinitesimal  importance,  were  it  not  that  a  pamphlet  of  sixty  pages 
containing  the  proceedings  of  the  "  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy," 
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which  assembled  in  Baltimore,  in  May  last,  has  been  placer]  on  our 
table.  There  is  on  old  odagc,  that  the  more  you  stir  a  faecal  mass, 
the  greater  the  stench ;  and  although  we  would  not  venture  to  deny 
the  truth  of  the  assertion,  still  we  may  occasionally  venture  to  dis- 
turb an  offensive  substance,  and  thus  acquaint  ourselves  with  its  real 
condition.  With  this  feeling  we  turn  the  leaves  of  the  pamphlet 
before  us. 

The  ordinary  proceedings  of  the  "Institute"  contain  but  little  of 
general  interest,  indeed  the  whole  affair  seems  to  have  been  a  spirit- 
less business,  in  which  the  members  engaged  with  far  less  than  the 
usual  ardor  of  senseless  "  reformers."  One  resolution,  however,  must 
constitute  an  exception  to  this  remark.  A  Doctor  Williams,  of 
Cleveland,  suddenly  endued  with  an  overflowing  Homoeopathic  enthu- 
siasm, offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  : 

"  Since  the  practice  taught  in  Allopathic  Colleges  is  essentially 
empirical,  and  consequently  cannot  take  rank  with  the  scientific  medi- 
cation of  Homoeopathic  Colleges,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Institute  recommended  to  Homoeopathic 
Colleges,  that  they  do  not,  in  their  terms  of  tuition,  and  the  conditions 
of  graduation,  recognize  a  session  spent  in  attendance  at  an  Allopa- 
thic College  as  equivalent  to  one  spent  in  a  Homoeopathic  College." 

This  is,  indeed,  the  unkindest  cut  of  all  !  The  regular  profession 
will  surely  be  clad  in  mourning,  if  they  are  to  be  thus  unceremo- 
niously rejected  by  homccopathists.  But  the  Institute  itself  was  more 
merciful  than  the  cruel  Dr.  Williams.  It  meekly  resolved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table ;  and  we  are  left  to  infer  that  our  Colleges 
may  still  be  recognised  as  equivalent  to  those  conducted  by  the  little 
or  nothing  brotherhood. 

The  routine  of  business  being  over,  the  annual  address  on  Homceo. 
pa  thy,  by  S.  R.  Kirby,  M.  D.  of  New- York,  was  delivered  "  to  an 
intelligent  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen."  Inasmuch  as  a  ques- 
tion has  been  raised  in  regard  to  the  actual  faith  of  homceopathists, 
that  is,  whether  they  still  adhere  theoretically  to  the  ancient  dogmas 
of  Hahnemann,  we  shall  look  into  Dr.  Kirby's  Address  with  the 
view  of  deciding  the  question. 

Dr.  Kirby  declares  that  the  issue  has  fairly  been  made  before  the 
public,  and  heroically  exclaims,  "  enlighten  the  people,"  and  proceeds 
to  designate  the  knowledge  they  require  : 

"  Let  them  know  that  costiveness  can  never  be  cured  by  cathartics, 
and  purgative  medicines  will  not  be  used.  Let  the  people  understand 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  tonic  medicine  ;  and  they  will  no  longer 
poison  themselves  and  become  weak  by  taking  drugs,  vainly  expecting 
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by  them  to  gain  strength.  If  the  fact  be  universally  known  that 
drugs  destroy  life  sooner  than  other  agents,  except  lightning  and  me- 
chanical injuries,  few  persons  would  be  foolhardy  enough  to  indulge 
in  their  daily  use,  either  in  small  or  large  doses.  Inform  the  people 
that  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  drug  '  can  do  no  harm  if  it  do  no 
good,'  and  we  shall  hear  that  pernicious  saying  no  more.  If  it  bo 
known  that  to  cure  quickly  is  sometimes  not  to  cure  at  all,  and  the 
knowledge  and  skill  of  a  physician  would  not  be  estimated  by  his 
pretension  to  effect  rapid  cures.  If  the  people  knew  that  by  violent 
medication  a  revulsive  effect  is  likely  to  happen,  and  thereby  a  healthy 
organ  become  diseased,  which  is  the  fact  in  thousands  who  are  afflicted 
with  chronic  affections,  and  large  and  repeated  doses  of  drugs  would 
be  refused." 

No  paragraph  of  similar  length  eoidd  contain  more  sophistry,  if 
not  palpable  knavery.  The  main  object,  however,  is  to  foreshadow 
the  importance  of  infinitesimal  doses,  and  to  offer  an  apology  for  the 
tardy  cures  attending  homoeopathic  practice.  It  is  well  known  that 
those  homoeopathists  who  do  give  infinitesimal  portions,  rely  on  time 
and  regimen,  so  that  the  course  of  medication  is  usually  very  greatly 
protracted.  Hence  Dr.  Kirby's  fulmination  against  "  rapid  cures," 
and  sophistical  plea  for  tardy  medication. 

Again  he  says : 

"  Moreover,  the  administration  of  Mercury,  in  the  form  of  calomel, 
or  blue  pill,  for  slight  affections,  which  would,  if  left  alone,  go  off 
spontaneously,  may  awake  a  slumbering  consumption  in  those  predis- 
posed to  that  disease.  This  is  subversion  with  a  vengeance.  So,  also 
will  Quinine  do  irreparable  mischeif  in  healthy  organs  if  administered, 
in  large  and  repeated  doses,  as  may  be  seen  in  many  persons  who 
have  had  intermittent  fever,  and  relied  on  that  drug  for  a  cure." 

"We  do  not  apprehend  that  many  cases  of  consumption  have  been 
produced  by  calomel  or  blue  pill;  and  as  to  quinine  in  intermittent 
fever,  we  would  greatly  prefer  the  fancid  dangers  of  the  common  doses, 
than  shake  on  for  weeks  or  months  under  homceopathie  medication, 
rely  ing  on  good  luck  to  effect  a  cure  ! 

The  following  extract  contains  a  confession  worth  recording  : 

"  In  relation  to  Mercury  I  will  remark  further,  that  it  has  the  effect 
to  suppress  a  disease,  or  palliate  it,  and  so  much  so,  that  the  sick  are 
deceived  by  it,  and  suppose  themselves  improved  because  their  suffer- 
ings have  changed.  So  certain,  in  this  respect  is  Mercury,  in  the  usual 
doses  of  the  old  school,  that  it  is  prescribed  in  that  school  on  almost 
all  occasions,  and  the  people  are  so  accustomed  to  its  use  by  physi- 
cians, that  they  do  not  hesitate  to  take  it  without  advice.  Druggists, 
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too,  dispense  it  to  the  siek,  little  knowing  the  evil  they  may  do.  It 
was  Hahnemann  who  discovered  that  Mercury,  above  all  drugs,  had 
the  power  to  palliate  almost  all  diseases,  and  render  them  in  many, 
very  many  instances,  utterly  incurable." 

Empirics  never  approach  the  subject  of  mercury  without  manifest 
ing  the  most  inexcusable  ignorance  and  contemptible  absurdities.  No 
one  having  the  slightest  regard  for  logic  or  consistency,  would  assert 
that  mercury  possessed  above  all  remedies  the  power  to  palliate 
disease,  but  none  to  cure  it !  Such  arguments,  however,  may  do  well 
enough  to  "  enlighten  the  people,"  in  accordance  with  the  general 
course  of  deception  pursued  by  empirics. 

In  the  following  paragraph  we  are  furnished  with  a  glimpse  of  the 
high  attenuations : 

':  In  homoeopathic  practice  the  popular  opinion  is,  that  the  '  small 
doses'  can  be  taken  with  impunity,  but  it  is  now  established  by  the 
most  careful  experiments  that  the  attenuated  drugs  of  Hahnemann  do 
influence  the  vital  organism,  and  it  is  believed  by  many,  much  more 
profoundly  than  has  heretofore  been  supposed.  Those  homoeopathic 
practitoners  in  every  part  of  the  world,  who  habitually  use  the  30th 
attenuation  of  drugs,  and  even  more  highly  attenuated,  must  have 
good  reason  for  urging  great  caution  in  the  repetition  of  the  '  small 
doses,'  especially  in  chronic  diseases.  They  assert  that  the  attenuated 
drugs  are  certain  in  their  effects,  and  what  is  sometimes  assumed  as 
pure  diseased  actions  uninfluenced  in  any  measure  by  '  the  small 
doses,'  are  in  fact  the  effects  of  drugs  which  had  been  given,  power- 
fully acting  upon  a  highly  sensitive  person,  so  much  so,  in  some  cases, 
as  to  accelerate  death." 

The  reader  will  not  fail  to  remark  the  cunning  of  the  last  sentence. 
When  infinitesimal  doses  fail,  why  then  the  failure  is  ascribed  to  the 
effects  of  drugs  previously  taken  by  the  patient !  That  is  convenient, 
very  !  Such  a  system,  allowing  such  latitude  for  evasion,  cannot  fail 
to  meet  all  emergencies.  It  is  a  little  singular,  however,  that  the 
morbid  action  produced  by  drugs  cannot  be  cured  by  small  doses  as 
well  as  "  pure  disease."  But  it  would  not  suit  homoeopathic  logic 
to  make  such  an  admission,  and  hence  this  ridiculous  assumption  to 
"  enlighten  the  people." 

The  author  and  the  "  Institute,"  adhere  firmly  (at  least  in  theory) 
to  the  doctrines  of  Hahnemann,  as  will  be  seen  by  thejbllowing  ex- 
tract.   Speaking  of  Hahnemann  he  says . 

"  He  showed  that  those  drugs,  which  by  experience  had  been  found 
to  cure  complaints  with  such  certainty  as  to  secure  to  them  the  appel- 
lation of  specifics^  went  to  establish  the  law  of  cure  '  similia  similibm 
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curantur?  Hahnemann  concealed  nothing.  He  made  known  the 
experiments  which  led  him  to  the  discovery  of  the  law  of  cure,  and 
that  attenuated  drugs  in  amazingly  small  quantities  were  the  most 
safe  and  certain  to  cure  diseases." 

So,  then,  we  are  still  to  regard  the  homoeopathists  as  contending 
for  "  like  cures  like,"  and  "  infinitesimal  "  doses.  These  are  the  two 
essential  and  fundamental  doctrines  of  homoeopathy,  and  however 
much  they  may  be  departed  from,  in  the  emergencies  of  the  sick- 
room, the  system  itself  is  to  be  tried  by  these  essential  laws. 

After  declaring  that  "  Homoeopathia  is  the  only  scientific  system 
of  medicine  ever  promulgated,"  that  "  experience  proves  that  inflam- 
mations arc  cured  more  certainly  and  safely  without  extracting 
blood  j"  that  morbid  anatomy  furnishes  no  guide  to  the  treatment  of 
disease ;  and  that  the  old  school  has  no  materia  medica  worthy  the 
name — the  learned  author  branches  off  into  a  eulogy  on  the  "  Materia 
Medica  Pura." 

Dr.  Kirby  professes  full  and  implicit  faith  in  the  original  experi- 
ments of  Hahnemann,  and  declares  that  his  "  Materia  Medica  Pura  " 
can  never  be  defaced.  He  admits  the  Homoeopathic  dogma,  that  the 
remedy  must  be  capable  of  inducing  symptoms  analogous  to  those  of 
the  disease.    The  following  is  his  explanation  : 

"  The  doctrine  of  Homoeopathia  is,  that  all  cures  are  accomplished 
by  that  drug,  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  which  are  like  the  charac- 
teristic symptoms  of  the  disease.    This  is  a  plain  proposition,  yet 
few  comprehend  it.     It  requires  some  study  and  attention,  or  the 
exact  meaning  may  not  be  perceived.    I  will  try  to  explain  it,  for  in 
it  is  contained  the  gist  of  Homoeopathia.    Now,  every  disease,  pro- 
perly so  called,  has  certain  symptoms  peculiar  to  itself,  which  distin- 
guish it  from  all  other  diseases  ;  these  symptoms  are  usually  few  in 
number,  and  they  are  generally  the  most  prominent  and  striking,  and 
they  are  termed  diagnostic  or  characteristic  symptoms,  that  is,  they 
belong  exclusively  to  that  disease.     Then  there  are  concomitant 
symptoms,  more  numerous  than  the  first,  which  may  be  found  more 
or  less  in  other  diseases;  then  come  the  symptoms  which  have  been 
termed  the  sympathetic,  which  are  numerous  and  common  in  almost 
all  diseases.    Now,  examine  the  Materia  Medica  Pura,  and  it  will  be 
found  that  each  drug  has  symptoms  peculiar  to  itself,  which  are  cha- 
racteristic of  that  drug,  and  they  are  few  in  number;  go  on  in  the 
examination,  and  you  will  find  concomitant  symptoms,  more  numerous, 
and  occasionally  found  in  other  drugs ;  then  the  sympathetic  symp- 
toms, which  are  very  numerous,  and  almost  common  with  other  drugs. 
Let  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  a  disease  correspond  to  the  cha- 
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racteristic  symptoms  of  a  drug,  then  examine  the  concomitant  symp- 
toms of  each  and  they  will  strikingly  resemble  each  other,  and  so 
also  will  the  sympathetic,  but  if  the  latter  do  not,  it  is  not  of  so  much 
importance.  Thus  you  find  the  remedy — the  homoeopathic  remedy, 
and  experience  has  proved  that  the  smallest  dose  is  the  most  suitable, 
provided  soon  after  its  administration  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  the 
force  of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  to  be  sure  of  which  very  close 
attention  is  necessary,  and  if  allowed  to  act  undisturbed,  a  prompt 
cure  will  follow.  I  have  thus,  as  briefly  as  I  am  able,  explained 
Homoeopathia.  It  will  be  perceived  that  there  is  no  theorising  in  the 
doctrine  and  practice  of  it.  As  I  have  said,  it  is  made  up  of  facts, 
and  being  so,  it  can  never  change,  not  even  by  any  new  discovery. 
Nothing  essential  to  Homoeopathia  is  inconsistent  with  other  laws  of 
nature,  hence  the  failure  of  every  attempt  to  disprove  it.  Not  an 
article  in  any  journal  or  newspaper ;  not  a  pamphlet  or  book  which 
has  been  put  forth  in  opposition  to  Homoeopathia,  but  has  set  up  a 
figure  of  the  imagination — a  man  of  straw  named  it  Homoeopathia, 
and  then  demolished  it." 

This  is  precisely  what  we  have  always  understood  to  be  the  funda- 
mental doctrine  of  the  followers  of  Hahnemann,  and  yet  Dr.  Kirby 
complains  that  they  are  generally  misrepresented. 

We  need  not  stop  to  discuss  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
preceeding  paragraph,  for  they  are  sufficiently  absurd  to  convey  their 
own  refutation  to  every  candid  and  enlightened  mind.  Instead  of 
these  dogmas  being  in  accordance  with  the  other  laws  of  nature,  as  as- 
serted by  Dr.  Kirby,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  they  are 
at  direct  and  antagonistical  variance  with  every  known  law  of  patho- 
logical or  therapeutical  action ;  and  the  Homoeopathic  remedies,  as 
usually  employed,  do  not  in  any  tolerable  degree  conform  to  the  law 
of  "  like  cures  like."  Thus,  what  symptom  does  camphor  produce 
in  any  degree  analogous  to  cholera,  for  which  it  was  so  extensively 
employed  I  And  who  can  perceive  any  appropriateness,  on  the  Ho- 
moeopathic law,  in  giving  aconite,  ipecac,  arsenic,  opium,  nux  vomica, 
etc.  for  pulmonary  hemorrhage !  Surely  nothing  could  be  more 
absurd.  And  we  might  go  through  with  the  greater  part  of  the  whole 
system  with  no  better  success  in  finding  the  practice  adapted  to  the 
theory. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  preceeding  extracts,  that  the  Homoeo- 
pathists  still  adhere  to  the  original  doctrines  of  Hahnemann,  and  that 
the  system  is  essentially  the  same  that  it  was  in  the  beginning.  All 
of  the  absurdities  and  whimsicalities  of  its  founder  are  fully  adopted, 
and  duly  venerated  by  its  advocates  in  this  country  ;  and  however 
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widely  they  may  differ  in  practice,  they  are  able  to  "enlighten  the 
people  "  (that  is,  delude  them)  by  the  promulgation  of  their  fanciful 
theories,  which  are  so  gravely  christened  facts  I  The  people  (as  usual 
in  medical  matters)  mistake  obscurity  and  nonsense  for  profound 
science,  only  a  little  too  recondite  for  their  comprehension.  But  no 
matter ;  the  less  they  comprehend,  the  more  they  believe,  until  finally 
when  mysticism  has  become  doubly  refined,  the  adherents  are  excited 
to  enthusiasm,  and  all  absurdities  become  at  once  transformed  into  the 
fair  proportions  of  truth  ! — This  is  enlightenment — at  least  the  Ho- 
moeopathic mode  of  "  enlightening  the  people  !"         Western  Lancet. 


Death  of  Dr.  J.  "W.  Schmidt,  of  Charleston. 

This  gentleman,  for  nearly  half  a  century  a  practising  physician  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  where  he  long  since  acquired  the  reputation  of  a  most  successful 
practitioner  and  skilful  surgeon,  departed  this  life  early  yesterday  morning,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Age  and  feeble  health  requiring  removal 
from  the  scene  of  his  professional  labors,  he  was  some  mouths  since  brought  to 
this  city,  where  he  has  since  resided,  surrounded  by  the  affectionate  attentions  of 
his  children.  During  his  long  and  successful  practice,  he  was  ever  accustomed 
to  render  his  valuable  services  alike,  and  without  distinction,  to  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  laboring  among  the  latter  with  all  his  zeal  and  energy,  and  without  other 
reward  than  the  gratification  of  a  benevolent  heart.  Industry,  benevolence, 
warm  feelings,  and  an  unwavering  friendship,  were  his  characteristic  traits.  He 
had  a  large  circle  of  friends.  A  son,  bearing  his  name  and  profession,  in  this  city, 
and  two  daughters,  are  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind,  devoted  and  affectionate 

father.  New- York  Herald. 


Registration  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages. 

Dr.  Franklin  Tuthill,  of  this  city,  has  a  paper  on  this  subject  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New- York 
lately  published,  which  we  would  gladly  reproduce  in  our  columns. 
The  whole  subject  is  discussed  with  signal  ability,  and  a  view  taken 
of  its  practical  bearings,  which  ought  to  rivet  the  attention  of  our 
Legislature  upon  the  duty  of  establishing  some  system  on  a  sure 
basis,  which  shall  provide  for  the  thorough  and  accurate  registration 
of  these  important  statistics,  not  only  for  our  city,  but  for  our  entire 
State.  Massachusetts  has  set  us  a  noble  example,  which  we  should 
hasten  to  imitate.  The  expense  would  be  insignificant,  compared 
with  its  utilitarian  results. 

Dr.  T.'s  essay  has  appeared  in  pamphlet  form,  and  should  be 
widely  circulated. 

21 
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Mistakes  of  Apothecaries. 

The  fatal  blunders  by  apothecaries  or  their  clerks  are  becoming 
so  numerous,  that  a  due  regard  to  the  safety  of  human  life  impera- 
tively demands  the  enactment  of  some  stringent  measures  by  law, 
for  the  protection  of  the  public.  The  College  of  Pharmacy  appears 
to  be  powerless,  as  it  certainly  is  useless  as  a  remedy  of  the  evi'. 
Unless  something  is  speedily  done,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  physicians 
to  return  to  their  former  practice,  now  nearly  obsolete,  of  supplying 
their  patients  with  medicines,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  depend 
upon  the  casual  apothecaries  in  the  neighborhood,  in  many  of  which 
neither  master  nor  man  have  any  qualification  for  their  business,  and 
are  as  liable  to  give  morphine  instead  of  quinine,  oras  in  a  recen  tfatal 
instance,  laudanum  for  paregoric  !  a  mistake  which  admits  of  no  palli- 
ation, and  should  subject  the  offender  to  exile  from  the  trade  forever. 

There  are  a  few  educated,  discreet,  and  careful  apothecaries  in  the 
city,  who  neither  themselves,  nor  by  their  clerks,  presume  to  act  the 
doctor,  by  changing  or  criticising  the  prescriptions  sent  to  them,  or 
expressing  their  sage  opinions  of  the  dose.  Such  and  such  only  should 
be  patronized  by  the  profession  or  the  public.  We  know  of  many 
shops,  the  impertinence  of  whose  proprietors  in  this  regard,  will  ac- 
count for  their  being  shunned  by  medical  men,  and  avoided  by  their 
patients,  the  only  redress  which  is  available.  It  is  full  time  that  phy- 
sicians and  apothecaries  should  understand  their  relations,  to  each 
Other  better,  or  change  them  for  the  safety  of  their  patients. 

New-York  Hospital. 

[We  give  place  to  the  following  communication,  notwithstanding 
it  may  be  "  impolitic  and  unpopular  "  to  open  our  columns  in  relation 
to  the  "  close  corporation  "  which  holds  so  fearful  a  control  over  the 
destinies  of  the  rising  talent  in  the  medical  profession  of  our  city. 
Without  detracting  from  these  lay-governors  of  a  remedial  institution 
who  are  "  all  honorable  men  "  in  public  estimation,  we  repeat  the 
opinion  that  no  body  of  non-medical  men  are  fit  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  government  of  a  Hospital :  nor  will  the  mistakes  and  abuses  to 
which  our  correspondent  refers,  ever  be  corrected  until  this  radical 
defect  is  removed  by  the  association  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  in 
due  proportion,  in  the  Board  of  Governors.  This  suggestion  may  be 
sneered  at  now,  by  those  in  power,  but  the  time  is  not  distant  when 
this  concession  will  be  coerced  from  them  as  the  only  redress  to  a 
wronged  and  outraged  profession. 

We  shall  have  more  to  say  on  this  subject  hereafter,  as  the  mate- 
rials are  accumulating  in  our  hands.  There  ought  to  be,  and  must 
be,  a  reorganization  of  that  Hospital,  and  it  will  be  hastened  if  the 
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profession  will  be  true  to  themselves,  by  appealing  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  a  Committee  to  investigate  its  affairs,  and  then  by  fearlessly 
introducing  the  testimony  concerning  the  management  of  the  institu- 
tion, which  its  history  and  statistics  will  furnish.  Our  correspondent's 
queries  will  receive  attention  in  our  next  number.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New-York  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir  : — I  am  among  those  who  give  the  preference  to  your  journal 
because  you  have  made  it  independent,  and  fearlessly  arrayed  your- 
self on  the  side  of  the  profession,  as  a  unit,  and  against  all  the  parties, 
cliques,  factions  and  clans,  which  have  degraded  our  calling  more 
than  all  the  quacks.  We  need  such  a  journal,  which  utters  truth 
even  when  impolitic  and  unpopular,  if  the  common  weal  of  the  fra- 
ternity demands  it. 

Allow  me  then  to  call  for  a  little  of  your  independent  thinking 
and  out-spoken  honesty,  in  relation  to  the  late  Surgical  appointment 
in  the  New- York  City  Hospital,  and  I  submit  for  publication  the  fol- 
lowing queries,  viz. : 

1st.  Is  not  the  selection  of  Dr.  Van  Buren,  over  Drs.  J.  R.  Wood 
and  J.  M.  Carnochan,  the  rival  candidates,  another  triumph  of  nepo- 
tism, family  influence  and  intrigue,  over  superior  claims  and  superior 
merit  ? 

2d.  Have  not  a  majority  of  the  Governors  of  that  Hospital, 
repeatedly  exhibited  a  similar  disregard  to  qualifications  in  filling 
vacancies  in  the  medical  officers  of  the  institution,  as  shown  in  the 
selection  of  their  sons,  sons-in-law,  nephews  and  other  relatives,  to 
the  exclusion  of  gentlemen  every  way  their  superiors  in  professional 
knowledge  and  experience  ? 

3d.  Was  not  the  son  of  one  of  them  honored  with  an  appointment 
and  then  constrained  to  resign,  by  his  unfitness,  and  this  when  better 
men,  of  high  qualifications,  were  seeking  the  place  thus  wantonly 
withheld  ? 

4th.  Was  not  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Post  withheld,  until,  by 
negotiation  and  intrigue,  the  requisite  number  of  votes  could  be 
secured  to  render  Dr.  Van  Buren's  appointment  ft  foregone  conclu- 
sion ? 

5th.  Was  this  the  price  paid  by  Dr.  P.  for  his  Professorship  in 
the  New-York  University,  and  is  this  fulfilment  of  the  bargain  another 
of  the  dernier  resorts  to  uphold  that  waning  school  1 

Gth.  Is  Dr.  Van  Buren  to  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  Surgical 
appointments  in  every  hospital  in  this  region,  and  retain  them  all 
nominally,  when  other  and  better  men,  who  cannot  stoop  to  unworthy 
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intrigue,  but  rely  on  their  merits  alone,  are  excluded  from  any  of 
these  honors? 

7th.  Does  the  performance  of  capital  and  unsurgical  operations, 
with  an  almost  uniformly  fatal  result,  present  paramount  claims  to 
important  surgical  appointments  1 

8th.  Has  there  not  been  enough  of  mere  operative  surgery,  and 
enough  of  mortality — after  such  mangling — in  the  New-York  Hospital, 
of  late,  to  render  discrimination  necessary  in  surgical  appointments,  and 
to  forbid  that  there  should  be  any  more  bargaining  and  favoritism  1 

9th.  Is  there  anybody  in  the  profession  or  out  of  it,  who  could 
even  hesitate  to  award  superior  knowledge,  skill  and  experience,  to 
either  Drs.  Wood  or  Carnochan,  over  either  of  the  three  last  appoint- 
ments at  the  New- York  Hospital  1 

Mr.  Editor,  I  pause  for  a  reply.  Candidus. 

Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  deplorable  deficiencies  and  multiplied  contradictions  among 
medical  men,  furnish  a  fruitful  theme  of  comment  to  the  judges  and 
lawyers,  before  whom  the  testimony  of  physicians  is  occasionally 
given. 

Medical  opinions  gravely  propounded  by  the  young  sprigs  who 
rejoice  in  the  soubriquet  of  house  physicians  to  certain  hospitals  are 
becoming  the  opprobium  of  the  fraternity,  and  such  often  make  them- 
selves the  laughing  stock  of  coroners'  and  other  juries.  Indeed  if  the 
medical  evidence  almost  daily  taken  by  the  coroners  at  the  New- York 
Hospital,  as  reported  by  the  press,  be  not  grossly  caricatured,  the  jury 
should  indict  all  parties  for  mal-praclice.  We  have  never  heard  or 
read  of  so  gross  professional  ignorance  as  several  recent  reports  of 
medical  testimony  before  inquests  exhibit.  Wounds  in  the  abdomen 
closed  with  adhesive  plaster,  until  internal  hemorrhage  is  fatal,  and 
the  body  handed  over  to  the  coroner  ;  this  and  such  like  evidence  is 
given  by  the  house  surgeons,  who  seem  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
the  wounded  who  are  nightly  carried  there  to  die  without  being  seen 
by  the  attending  surgeons.  Such  must  ever  be  the  case  while  the 
hospital  is  left  without  a  medical  head,  adequate  to  the  frequent  emer- 
gencies.   This  may  be  parsimony,  but  it  is  not  humanity. 

For  the  character  of  the  profession,  somebody  should  be  selected 
to  testify  before  the  coroners'  juries  who  would  be  wary  of  the  repu- 
tation of  the  hospital  and  of  the  craft. 

While  on  this  subject,  we  are  reminded  of  the  inquest  lately  held 
by  order  of  the  Governor  into  the  sanity  of  a  prisoner  now  under 
Sentence  of  death  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  and  who  had  been  re- 
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spited  until  such  inquest  could  beheld.  The  evidence  of  two  experts 
was  given  strongly  in  favor  of  the  insanity  of  the  prisoner,  but  medi- 
cal evidence  from  the  prison  physician  was  as  strongly  the  other  way. 
And  though  one  of  the  former  declared  "  insanity  to  be  as  much  a 
medical  question  as  small  pox,"  yet  the  jury  decided  that  there  was 
no  insanity  in  the  case. 

We  honor  them  for  their  verdict,  for  if  every  drunken  murderer 
is  to  escape  under  the  plea  of  insanity,  because  doctors  can  be  found 
so  opposed  to  capital  punishment  as  to  be  biased  thereby  into  giv- 
ing  opinions  adverse  to  the  sanity  of  the  guilty  parties,  there  will  be 
an  end  of  either  law  or  justice. 

A  suit  for  mal-practice  has  just  been  tried  in  Green  Point,  L.  I. 
in  which  a  young  surgeon,  Dr.  Snell,  has  been  mulcted  into  $2,500  da- 
mages. The  plaintiff  alleged  that  his  son  had  lost  the  use  of  his  hand 
by  ignorant  and  unskilful  treatment  of  a  fracture  near  the  elbow,  by  the 
defendant.  Mortification  and  sloughing  were  said  to  have  followed 
tight  bandaging  of  the  limb. 

Drs.  Mott,  Rogers,  Wood  and  Ayres,  all  testified  in  behalf  of  the 
defendant,  exonerating  him  from  all  censure.  But  Dr.  Willard  Par- 
ker, who  had  been  in  attendance  with  the  defendant,  was  as  clearly  of 
opinion  that  there  had  been  mal-practice,  and  so  strongly  impressed 
the  jury,  that  Dr.  Snell  was  involved  in  heavy,  and  to  him  ruinous 
damages.    He  has,  however,  obtained  a  new  trial. 

A  ludicrous  scene  is  said  to  have  occurred  in  the  cross-examination 
of  Professor  Parker,  when  the  mischievous  lawyer  extorted  from  him 
the  concession  that  Dr.  Snell  had  been  his  own  pupil  in  surgery  !  that 
his  own  signature  to  Dr.  Snell's  diploma,  exhibited  in  court,  was  ge- 
nuine !  officially  certifying  to  his  qualifications  as  a  graduate  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  which  Professor  Parker  holds 
the  chair  of  Surgery. 

But  the  jury  condemned  his  hopeful  pupil  with  the  diploma  in  his 
hand,  on  the  testimony  of  Professor  Parker,  whom  he  had  paid  to  in- 
struct him  in  this  very  department  of  Surgery,  and  who  had  certified 
to  his  thorough  qualifications!  These  laymen  seem  to  have  regarded 
the  diploma  of  the  college  at  a  very  low  discount,  and  we  honor  their 
judgment.  But  we  cannot  withhold  our  humiliation  at  finding  profes- 
sional men  of  so  high  standing  at  issue  before  the  courts  on  so  plain 
a  question  of  fact  as  that  submitted  in  this  case.  A  new  trial  will, 
doubtless,  teach  a  lesson  to  certain  parties,  which  they  are  slow  to 
learn,  and,  we  predict,  result  in  a  very  different  verdict. 

The  notorious  Talbot  Watts,  of  this  city,  and  his  "  Nervous  Anti- 
dote," so  blasphemously  advertised  as  to  fill  the  sensible  portion  of 
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the  community  with  contempt  and  loathing,  have  at  length  been 
brought  before  the  court  and  jury,  by  a  suit  for  damages  in  the  case 
of  a  young  lady  who  had  been  epileptic.  An  affidavit,  published  by 
the  quack,  of  his  skill  in  curing  epilepsy,  and  the  powers  of  his  "  Ner- 
vous Antidote,"  induced  the  parents  to  submit  their  daughter  to  his 
treatment,  by  which  they  allege  that  she  has  been  rendered  hopelessly 
insane.  The  jury  gave  the  parents  only  $1100  damages;  but  the 
publication  of  the  trial  cannot  fail  to  lessen  the  number  of  the  victims 
of  the  most  dangerous  and  mischievous  nostrum  ever  before  the 
public.  Would  that  it  might  put  a  full  stop  to  his  iniqitous  gains. 
Though  he  is  said  to  have  amassed  great  wealth,  we  envy  not  such 
wages  of  unrighteousness." 

Alcoholic  Medicine. 

The  advertisement  of  Mr.  Wolfe,  on  another  page  reminds  us  of 
our  expressed  intention,  which  has  only  been  delayed,  of  discussing  in 
our  columns  the  subject  of  alcoholic  medication.  A  professional  friend 
having  promised  us  an  elaborate  article  on  the  subject,  we  have  pre- 
ferred waiting  for  him  to  open  the  controversy,  if  he  is  seeking  to 
make  it  such. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Wolfe  now  calls  upon  the  profession 
who  have  obtained  bottles  of  his  Holland  gin,  which  he  persists  in 
calling  ':  Schnapps,"  for  trial  as  a  remedy  in  certain  diseases,  to  report 
through  this  or  other  journals  the  result  of  their  inquiries  and  obser- 
vation, whether  for  or  against  the  article.  For  ourselves,  we  have  no 
objection  to  insert  the  testimony  of  any  professional  man  who  has  had 
experience  in  its  diuretic  powers,  whether  on  himself  or  his  patients. 
For  while  we  have  no  scruples  against  the  strictly  medicinal  use  of 
alcohol  in  any  form,  when  judiciously  employed,  yet  we  know  there 
are  wise  and  good  men  in  our  ranks  who  deny  that  alcohol  is  a  reme- 
dy, and  oppose  even  its  medicinal  use  in  any  case  of  disease.  They 
are  entitled  to  be  heard  on  the  subject,  and  both  sides  of  this  question 
shall  have  a  fair  field  and  no  favors.  There  are  reasons  which  seem 
to  render  such  a  discussion  desirable  at  this  particular  juncture ;  and 
if  calmly  conducted,  it  may  be  useful.  Let  the  advocates  and  oppo- 
nents of  the  medical  use  of  alcohol,  and  especially  of  Holland  gin, 
bring  forth  their  strong  reasons,  and  our  readers  will  be  profited 
thereby. 

Dr.  Seth  Geer. 

The  numerous  friends  of  this  gentleman,  the  late  coroner  of  this 
city,  and  whose  deep  afflictions  have  awakened  so  general  sympathy, 
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will  rejoice  at  the  result  of  the  late  investigation  of  his  official  accounts 
by  the  supervisors  of  the  city,  the  board  having  awarded  his  claim  of 
nearly  $4000,  which  has  since  been  paid  over  by  the  comptroller. 

This  righteous  decision  has  fully  vindicated  the  fair  fame  of  Dr. 
Geer  from  the  cloud  which  has  so  long  been  suffered  to  rest  upon  his 
name  by  the  carelessness  of  others,  to  whom  he  imprudently  confided 
financial  affairs  in  his  office. 

If,  as  we  learn,  he  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Recorder  of  the 
city  for  his  exoneration  from  unmerited  censure,  and  the  liquidation 
of  his  just  claims  on  the  city  ;  this  noble  and  generous  interposition  in 
behalf  of  an  afflicted,  but  much  wronged  man,  will  atone  for  a  multitude 
of  his  political  sins. 

We  are  happy  to  hear  that  the  health  of  Dr.  Geer  has  been  so 
far  restored,  that  he  has  resumed  the  active  duties  of  his  profession. 
And  we  trust  that  he  will  learn  "  wisdom  by  the  things  he  has  suf- 
fered," and  like  some  of  his  brethren  we  wot  of,  will  henceforth  abjure 
medical  politics. 


Malaria. 

The  last  number  of  the  Charleston  Medical  Journal  contains  a 
very  able  and  philosophical  resume  of  this  important  subject,  which 
we  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  whole  tribe  of  contagionists.  It  is 
written  by  Dr.  La  Roche  of  Philadelphia,  whose  medical  scholarship 
qualifies  him  to  write,  and  whose  practical  experience  entitle  him  to 
be  read.  We  have  never  seen  the  subject  of  malarious  poison  so 
thoroughly  discussed  in  its  pathological  and  etiological  relations.  The 
paper  deserves  republication  in  a  permanent  form,  adapted  to  reach 
the  whole  profession,  as  a  corrective  for  popular  and  prevalent  errors, 
even  among  physicians,  who  often  do  their  thinking  by  proxy. 

Dr.  Washington 

of  Missouri  is  urging  the  value  of  dry-cupping  in  various  diseases  of 
the  nervous  system,  and  relates  cases  illustrating  the  utility  of  this 
agency  as  a  substitute  for  much  fashionable  medication,  so  often  use- 
less, or  worse. 

Prurigo  Senilis. 

The  aconitine  ointment,  as  prescribed  by  Dr.  Watson,  of  London, 
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is  recommended  by  Dr.  Johnson  of  New-Jersey,  in  the  Reporter,  as 
successful  in  his  hands,  the  case  having  resisted  all  ordinary  remedies. 
It  must  not  be  applied  where  the  skin  is  abraded,  for  obvious  reasons. 

The  high  price  of  this  alkaloid  is  often  an  objection  to  its  employ- 
ment.. A  solution  of  §  i  of  Borax  in  O  i  of  Rose  water,  with  3  ii 
of  Magendie's  Solution  of  Morphine  will  prove  a  reliable  substitute 
in  any  variety  of  Prurigo. 

Bellevue  Hospital. 

There  is  a  screw  loose  in  the  Alms  House  Department,  of  which 
our  readers  have  been  apprised  ;  and  the  Medical  Board  are  on  a 
"  strike "  against  the  Ten  Governors,  refusing  to  recognize,  or  to 
notify  the  newly  elected  members,  on  the  ground  that  the  Governors 
have  had  the  presumption  to  appoint  one  gentleman  who  docs  not 
belong  to  their  clique,  and  was  not  previously  nominated  by  them. 
This  little  flare  up  of  their  dignity  needs  a  better  pretext,  for  they 
were  coerced  into  the  nomination  of  another  gentleman  after  they  had 
named  five,  by  the  intimation  that  his  appointment  was  a  foregone  con. 
elusion.  And  after  submitting  quietly  to  this  dictation,  it  is  idle  for 
them  to  lose  their  temper  on  so  frivolous  ground.  They  forget  that  on 
a  former  occasion,  when  vacancies  occurred,  they  were  filled  by  the 
Governors  in  contempt  of  their  nominations.  They  will  not  be 
suffered  to  become  a  close  corporation  by  filling  their  own  vacancies, 
which  seems  to  be  their  ambition. 

We  advise  them  to  keep  cool,  else  they  will  be  reminded  again 
of  the  old  alternative — to  resign.  We  have  a  shrewd  suspicion  that 
the  resignation  of  the  whole  concern  would  not  be  deemed  a  calamity 
by  the  present  Governors,  who  seem  to  have  discovered  that  rotation 
in  the  office  of  Hospital  Doctors  •  is  as  necessary  for  the  patients  as 
for  the  profession.  Unless  the  Medical  Board  lower  their  pretensions 
and  pocket  the  insult  they  are  clamoring  about,  they  may  learn  by 
experience  that  "  Whoso  diggeth  a  pit  for  his  neighbor,  shall  fall 
therein." 

Geneva  Medical  College. 

The  lectures  for  the  next  session  are  announced  in  another  column, 
by  which  the  change  from  the  spring  to  the  fall  course  will  be  seen, 
and  we  doubt  not  this  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
fechool.  The  high  character  of  the  beautiful  village  in  which  this 
college  is  located,  the  established  reputation  of  the  faculty,  and  the 
facilities  for  instruction  they  have  accumulated  in  their  college  build- 
ing, cannot  fail  to  invite  thither  a  respectable  class  of  students. 


MEDICAL     GAZETTE.  329 

Life  Insurance. 

We  see  it  stated  in  the  papers  that  Dr.  Gray,  of"  Springfield,  Mass. 
one  of  the  victims  of  the  Nor  walk  castastrophe,  had  an  insurance  on 
his  life,  which  has  secured  to  his  family  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to 
keep  them  above  want.  The  annual  premium  it  is  said  became  due 
while  he  was  in  New-York  attending  the  Medical  Convention,  and  he 
had  the  prudence  to  direct  it  to  be  paid  in  his  absence  from  home. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Dr.  Pierson  of  Salem,  Mass.  who  was 
killed  at  the  same  time  with  Dr.  Gray,  had  unfortunately  failed  to 
pay  the  last  annual  premium,  whereby  the  amount  of  his  policy 
$5000  has  been  lost  to  his  bereaved  family. 

Physicians,  of  all  other  men,  should  be  most  prompt  to  secure  and 
maintain  insurance  on  their  own  lives,  fur  they  "work  hard,  live  well, 
and  die  poor,"  with  inconsiderable  exceptions.  The  only  care  should 
be  to  invest  in  a  safe  and  trust  worthy  company.  Beware  of  insur- 
ance companies  who  proffer  to  do  business  at  reduced  rates,  since  all 
such  are  irresponsible  ex  necessitate  rei,  and  will  be  sure  to  become 
insolvent.  It  is  better  to  pay  the  standard  premiums,  now  that  the 
system  of  life  insurance  is  reduced  to  a  science,  than  to  incur  the  risk 
of  forfeiting  the  policy,  either  by  the  inability  of  the  rotten  concern 
to  pay,  or  by  the  litigation  of  claims  to  which  the  heirs  of  the  insured 
are  too  often  subjected,  with  a  view  to  evade  or  delay  payment. 

Life  Insurance  is  a  much  better  investment  than  to  deposit  the 
amount  of  the  premium  in  a  savings  bank :  and  on  the  mutual  prin- 
ciple of  participating  in  the  profits,  will,  in  a  prosperous  company,  pay 
a  better  interest ;  which  may  be  cither  added  to  the  amount  insured, 
or  be  used  for  reducing  the  premium.  Even  in  the  event  of  a  long 
life,  and  should  the  aggregate  of  premiums  even  exceed  the  amount 
insured,  the  sense  of  security  felt  all  the  while  against  leaving  one's 
family  destitute  is  no  small  consideration.  The  annual  amount  paid 
is  scarcely  missed,  and  from  the  first  payment,  the  sum  insured  may 
be  relied  on  in  the  event  of  early  or  sudden  death,  to  which  physicians 
are  so  constantly  exposed  by  their  profession  ;  and  yet  none  of 
the  companies  have  ever  raised  the  premium  to  them,  over  other 
parties.  We  invite  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  advertisement 
of  the  Knickerbocker  Life  Insurance  Company  in  another  column,  as 
entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  profession  and  the  public. 

A  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Dr.  E.  Parish  of  Philadelphia  has  such  a  school,  of  which  medical 
students  are  availing  themselves  in  that  city  with  very  great  profit, 
r'g'llly  judging  that  practical  Pharmacy  is  as  essential  a  prerequisite 
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to  a  Physician  in  town  or  country  as  Clinical  or  Hospital  practice. 
And  as  neither  of  these  is  accessible  in  any  of  the  medical  schools 
during  the  lecture  term,  maugre  all  their  pretensions,  the  sensible 
portion  of  the  graduates  are  beginning  to  embrace  opportunities  for 
both,  after  their  collegiate  course  is  completed,  and  before  entering 
upon  practice.  Their  superiority  as  practitioners  after  such  teaching 
as  characterizes  Dr.  E.  Parish's  school,  will  soon  be  apparent  to  their 
brethren  and  the  public. 

New-York  Preparatory  School  of  Medicine. 

This  newly  organized  school  is  progressing,  and  promises  to  be 
highly  popular  and  useful.  Such  schools  are  multiplying  all  over  the 
country,  and  must  soon  become  substitutes,  for  the  former  method  of 
students,  in  entering  the  offices  of  private  preceptors  for  primary  in- 
struction, preparatory  to  attending  the  medical  colleges.  Few  prac- 
tising physicians  have  the  necessary  leisure  to  instruct  their  private 
pupils,  and  hence  they  either  sustain  a  mere  nominal  relation,  or  in- 
struct them  by  proxy ;  while  most  physicians  regard  office  students 
an  incumbrance,  for  enduring  which,  they  are  not  adequately  remu- 
nerated. Hence  these  preparatory  schools  are  likely  to  become  the 
only  nurseries  for  the  medical  colleges,  who  will  be  benefited  by 
being  obliged  to  receive  fewer  green  students. 

University  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

The  announcement  of  the  next  course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical 
Department  will  be  found  in  another  column.  The  high  reputation  of 
the  Faculty,  has  given  to  this  school  a  popularity  and  success  unpre- 
cedented in  the  west,  if  equalled  any  where  else.  It  were  invidious 
to  particularize,  else  we  could  name  several  of  the  Professors,  who  in 
their  respective  departments,  have  no  superiors  in  the  country.  Their 
students  have  access  to  a  large  hospital,  and  an  extensive  clinique ; 
while  all  the  other  facilities  for  instruction  are  ample  and  complete. 
We  are  gratified  to  observe  that  they  have  a  preliminary  course  in 
October,  and  require  full  fees,  corresponding  with  those  of  the  best 
schools  in  the  country.  Attendance  upon  a  full  course  of  Practical 
Anatomy  and  Dissections,  is  also  exacted  of  all  candidates  for  the 
degree.  These  features  commend  the  school  to  the  zealous  support 
of  the  profession,  and  we  shall  rejoice  in  its  prosperity. 

Geneva  College. 

Professor  Bryan  is  engaged  in  delivering  a  popular  course  of  sci- 
entific lectures  during  the  present  session,  which  we  learn  is  highly 
acceptable  to  the  profession  and  the  public. 
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Our  old  friend  Professor  Lee,  seems  to  have  provoked  the  ire  of 
Dr.  Beatty  of  Gorham,  by  a  difference  of  opinion  in  relation  to  an 
epidemic  prevailing  in  that  vicinity.  The  latter  gentleman  insists 
that  it  is  Small  Pox,  while  Dr.  Lee,  regards  some  of  the  cases  as 
Chicken  Pox,  of  unusual  malignancy.  We  opine  that  Dr.  Lee  is 
right,  as  he  is  very  apt  to  be  in  diagnosis. 

Sympathetic  Vomiting 

may  be  relieved  by  five  drop  doses  of  Chloroform  in  water,  and  is 
preferable  to  Creosote,  being  more  agreeable  to  the  taste. 

Ascites, 

when  arising  from  peritonitis,  or  following  intermittents,  is  treated 
successfully  in  the  Parisian  hospitals  by  iodine  injections.  One  part 
of  the  tincture  to  three  of  a  vehicle  has  been  used.  The  Gazette  des 
Hop.  recommends  3j  of  iodine  of  potassium,  3  j  of  Tinct.  of  Iodine 
in  I  vj  of  water.  This  treatment  is  said  to  be  contra-indicated  when 
the  heart,  liver,  or  kidneys  are  involved.  This  will  reduce  the  appro- 
priate cases  to  very  rare  examples. 

Rigidity  of  the  os  uteri, 

in  labor,  may  be  relieved  by  injections  of  warm  water  thrown  against 
the  os  for  six  minutes  continuously. 

Epidemic  Puerperal  Fever 

has  been  arrested  in  the  wards  of  the  German  Hospitals,  by  elevating 
the  temperature  of  the  room,  beds,  utensils,  &c.  to  150°  fahr.  during 
two  days  and  nights,  thus  proving  the  efficacy  of  hot  dry  air  in  de- 
stroying infection. 

The  Iodide  of  Sodium 

in  doses  of  3  j  daily,  gradually  increased,  is  said  to  be  preferable  to 
that  of  potash,  in  syphilis. 

Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Falkirk, 

has  a  paper  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  advocating 
the  more  frequent  use  of  the  forceps  in  the  later  stages  of  tedious 
labours,  which  he  sustains  by  the  statistics  of  his  own  experience. 

The  Operative  Surgery 

for  the  removal  of  Ovarian  tumors,  is  at  length  going  out  of  fashion, 
as  appears  by  the  foreign  and  American  journals,  by  reason  of  the 
terrible  fatality  which  has  followed  even  in  the  cases  deemed  most 
favorable.  The  few  recoveries  have  only  been  extraordinary  escapes. 
Verbum  sat. 
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AMALGAMATION. 

The  Female  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  according  to  our 
prediction,  has  been  merged  into  the  "  Penn!  Medical  College,"  which 
is  a  Chrono-Thermal,  Eclectic,  Physopathic,  and  Hydropathic  medley, 
which  it  will  be  no  harm  for  the  pupils  to  worship,  since  it  is  not 
"  made  in  the  likeness  of  anything  in  heaven  above,  nor  the  earth 
beneath,  nor  the  waters  under  the  earth."  We  see  it  suggested  that 
the  graduates  of  this  concern,  of  both  sexes,  should  bear  the  charac- 
teristic title  of  A.  S.  S.,  which  will  have  the  merit  of  truth,  if  it  be 
not  poetical.  As  they  will  be  the  first  fruits  of  this  hybrid  amalga- 
mation, they  will  probably  be  mulish,  and  the  race  soon  die  out. 

NEW  APPOINTMENT. 

Dr.  Joseph  Leidy  succeeds  the  late  Dr.  Horner  in  the  Professor- 
ship of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  The  selection 
does  honor  to  that  ancient  school,  and  being  made  solely  because  of 
Dr.  L.'s  superior  attainments  and  qualifications  for  the  department, 
cannot  fail  to  strengthen  this  able  faculty.  They  know  how  to  do 
things  in  Philadelphia. 

POLITICS. 

Dr.  Alex'r.  F.  Vache  has  received  the  nomination,  by  the  Gover- 
nor, to  the  office  of  Physician  in  chief  to  the  Marine  Hospital  on 
Staten  Island,  at  the  annual  salary  of  $5000.  The  health  officer  Dr. 
Morris,  seems  likely  to  be  undisturbed  for  the  present.  Our  friend 
Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart  has  succeeded  in  providing  a  snug  birth 
for  Dr.  Vache,  and  will  be  wise  to  abjure  medical  politics  for  the 
future.    It  is  not  easy  to  enact  the  Vicar  of  Bray. 

Communications,  books,  &c.  may  be  forwarded  to  the  Ameriean 
Medical  Society  of  Paris,  through  Edward  Bossange,  Esq.  134  Pearl- 
street,  New- York.  This  Society  has  been  recently  reorganised,  and 
promises  to  be  useful. 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
— In  future  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures 
will  b ;  delivered  annually  in  this  Institution: 
the  Fall  Course  commencing  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Each  course 
will  continue  sixteen  weeks,  and  degrees  will 
be  conferred  at  the  close  of  each  term. 

Alde.v  March,  M.  D.  Pressident  and  Prof, 
of  Surgery. 

James  Me  Naughten,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  Romeyn  Beck,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica. 

James  H.  Abmsby,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine. 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.  Prof,  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 


Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obste- 
trics. 

Ezra  S.  Can,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  the  First  Course  $fi0.  For  the 
Second  Course  $"i0.  For  both  courses,  if 
paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  fir-t  course, 
S10.).  Matriculation  Fee  $5.  firaduation 
Fee  $20.  Third  Course  Sludeurs  have  only 
the  Matriculation  fee  to  pay.  Graduates  of 
other  Institutions  are  admitted  free  of  charge. 
There  will  be  Cliniques  as  usual  in  the  Col- 
lege. Clinical  lectures  will  be  delivered  also 
in  the  Hospital,  free  of  charge. 

The  expense  of  boarding  is  from  $2  to  $3 
per  week. 

THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 
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IINIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE— Mkd- 
'  ical  Department. — The  Third  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will 
commence  on  Tuesday  the  first  ot  November 
next,  and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing 
March. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M,  D.,  Institutes  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M,  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Spe- 
cial Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

\f  William  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for 
Students  on  the  first  Monday  of  Octoh  r. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures  will  be 
given  by  the  Professors,  commencing  also  on 
the  first  Monday  in  October. 

The  Students  will  have  free  access  to  the 
State  Hospital. 

Fee  of  each  Professor  $15.  Matriculation 
ticket  $5  ;  Dissecting  ticket  $10  ;  Graduation 
fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  at 
from  $2  50  to  $3  per  week.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Dean. 

J.  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Feb.,  1853. 

1  |  NIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE— Medical 
Department. — The  Lectures  in  this  De- 
partment will  commence  on  the  last  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Charles  W.  Short,  M.  D..  Emeritus  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  De- 
scriptive and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lansford  P.  Yandell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Pli y- 
siolouy  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obsteric 
Medicine. 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

Benjamin  Silliman,  Jr.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Me- 
dical Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy  and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Ana 
tomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of 
each  Professor  is  $15,  ($105  in  all)  payable  to 


variably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Li- 
brary fee  together,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25. 
Practical  Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket 
to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  graduation. 
Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all 
students  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of 
October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week, 
at  fhe  Louisville  Marine  hospital.  Tickets  $5, 
to  be  taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Univt  rsity,  at  which  opera- 
tions are  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for 
and  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Good  boarding  can  be  procured  at  from 
$2  50  to  $3  u  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL.  M.  D. 

Dean  of  the  Facnlty. 

July,  1853. 

KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  Corner  Fourteenth-street  and)  Eighth 
Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker  Bank! 

This  Company  having  organi2ed  under  the 
General  Insurance  Law  of  i he  State  of  New- 
York,  and  deposited  $100  C00  with  the  Comp- 
troller, as  a  security  for  the  insured,  additional 
to  the  receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to 
transact  the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance 
on  the  most  favorable  terms  consistent  with 
security  and  stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  participation 
in  profits. 

DIRECTORS : 
Erastus  Lymnn,  Henry  Dean, 

Joseph  W.  Savage,       -Isaac  Hendricks, 
John  B.  Kitehing,         Henry  Dubois, 
James  S.  Gibbons,        M.  Hopper  Mott, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr.  Lorain  Freeman, 
Isaac  Kip.  Jr.  Henry  Lefman, 

Pierre  C.  Kane,  Hon.  W.  Wright, 

William  Charters,  John  M'Cliain, 
Mark  Cornell,  John  Denham, 

S.  C.  Wheeler,  J.  W.  Howe, 

J.  H.  Homer,  John  A  Gunn, 

B.  F.  Manierre,  W.  E.  Smith.  Jr. 

Cummings  H.  Tucker,  William  Winslow, 
Richard  H.  Bull,  Concklin  L.  Martin, 

Anthony  Thornton,      A.  Bridgeman, 
Robert  Ayres,  George  M  Vannort, 

Gen.  Elijah  Ward,        Henry  D.  Crane, 
William  A.  Wheeler,    Charles  O  Richardson, 
Abel  Thompson;  John  S.  Meyer, 

G.  R.  Howell,  Edward  Coles, 

William  W.  Cornell,     Henry  R.  Bolster, 
James  R.  Del  Vecchio,  James  M.  Chapman, 
James  Stephens, 

ERASTUS  LYMAN.  President. 

STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  Pres't. 

RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Se  -rotary 

RICHARD  II.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  D.  M«dicRl  Examiner, 
852  Broadway, 
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/COLLEGE  OK  PHYSICIANS  AND  SUR 
^  GEONS.  New-York — The  Faculty  of  thi 
Institution  have  determined  to  establish  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  instruction  throughout  the 
year.  They  believe  that  Medical  .Students  can 
very  profitably  employ  the  whole  j-ear  in  me- 
dical study  in  the  city;  devoting  the  Summer 
to  Clinical  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics, 
together  with  the  study  of  special  subjects, 
eitin  r  not  embraced  in  the  sub-graduate  course 
or  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand  full  ela- 
boration ;  and  the  Winter  to  the  ordinary 
didactic  teaching  by  Lectures,  Examinations, 
&c.  With  these  views  they  have,  witn  the 
kind  assistance  of  some  of  their  friends,  esta- 
blished a  Spring  and  Summer  Course  of  In- 
struction on  the  following  plan  : 

1st.  CLINICAL  TEACHING.— Ihrec  Clini- 
ques  will  be  held  each  week.  On.  Monday  the 
Surncal  Clinique,  so  long  in  successful  opera- 
tion" under  Professor  Parker,  who  will  be  as- 
sisted by  L.  A.  Say  re,  M  D.  and  Roger  G. 
Perkins  M  D.  On  Thursday  the  Medical  Cli- 
nique of  Professor  Watts  who  will  be  assisted 
by  Henry  R.  Baldwin,  M.D  On  Saturday  a 
Clinique  for  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren by  Professor  Oilman,  who  will  be  assist- 
ed by  J.  R.  McGregor,  M  D.  From  these 
Cffiniquca  those  patients  who  are  not  under 
the  care  of  a  physician  will  be  assigned  to 
members  of  the  class  who  will  carry  out 
dunii"  the  week  the  plan  of  treatment  sug- 
gested by  the  Professor,  and  present  the  pa- 
tient at  the  next  Clinique  day  that  the  whole 
cla^s  may  watch  the  progress  of  the  case  and 
appreciate  the  effect  of  the  remedies  employed. 
It  is  intended  to  continue  these  Clmiques 
throughout  the  year,  but,  of  course,  mo :e  time 
will  he  devoted  to  them  during  the  spring  and 
sum  mi  r  than  can  be  spared  from  the  lectures 
durin"  the  winter  sub  graduate  course. 

2d.  LECTURES  ON  SPECIAL  SUBJECTS. 

 q-w„  lectures  will  be  delivered  on  those  days 

on  which  no  Clinique  is  held.  One  on  Clinique 
days,  as  follows : 

On  Electricity  and  Galvanism,  by  Pro- 
fessor Ellet.lateof  South  Carolina  College. 

On  Insanity,  by  Pliny  Earle,  M.D.  late  of 
Bloomingdale  Asylum. 

On  Uterine  Hemorrhage,  hy  Thomas  F. 
Cock,  M.D.  Physician  to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

On  the  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Up.inauy 
Organs,  by  William  Kelly,  M.D.  Physi- 
cian Penetentiary  Hospital. 

On  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  by  Thomas 
F.  Rochester.  M.D.  Physician  to  the  De- 
miH  Dispensary. 

On  the  Anatomy  and  Pathology  of  the 
Eye,  by  Charles  M.  Allin,  M.D.  Surgeon 
N  Y.  Eye  Infirmary. 

On  Pregnancy  and  Parturition,  by  Geo. 
T.  Elliot,  M.D.  Physician  N.  Y.  Lying  in 
Asylum. 

On  the  Anatomical  Lesions  produced 
by  Alcoholic  Drinks,  by  John  A.  Lidell, 

On'botany,  by  Professor  Torrey,  and 
On  Clinical  Medicine, by  Professor  Clark, 
to  be  illustrated  by  cases  in  Bellevue  Hospital, 
to  which  Institution  all  the  students  will  have 
free  admission.  Professor  Smith  will  also  de- 
liver Clinical  Instruction  in  the  New-York 
Hospital  during  a  part  of  the  season.  Lectures 
will  also  be  given  occasionally  hy  Professors 
Watts.  Parker,  and  Oilman,  on  points  con- 
nected with  their  respective  departments. 
TERMS. 

It  is  the  design  of  the  Faculty  to  make  this 


spring  and  summer  course  form  a  part  of  the 
regular  instruction  of  the  Institution.  The 
Matriculated  Students  of  the  College  will 
therefore  have  free  admission  to  the  whole, 
Lectures  as  well  as  Cliniques. 

The  spring  and  summer  course  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  March  21st,  and  continue 
fourteen  weeks  to  end  of  June.  An  intermis- 
sion of  two  months  will  then  be  allowed,  and 
the  course  will  be  resumed  in  September,  to 
be  continued  till  the  opening  of  the  regular 
lectures  in  October.  In  this  way  the  whole 
year,  with  only  such  intermission  during  the 
heat  of  summer,  as  is  necessary  for  the  rest 
and  recreation  of  the  Students,  will  be  devot- 
ed to  medical  teaching. 

Crosby-st.  March  1st,  1S53. 

rpo  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention  to 
1  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "  For  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  iswhat  it  professes  "o  be,  a 
good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st  N.  Y. 

PRENTISS' TOILET  POWDER,  made  only 
by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  ihe  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Drug 
gists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  TOWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala 
baster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 
318  Greenwich-street,  New- York 

MEDICAL  BOOKS.  The  subscriber  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  all  the 
best  Medical  Books,  embracing  the  latest  Edi- 
tions, which  he  offers  to  the  Medical  profes- 
sion and  to  Students  at  the  lowest  pricee. 

Catalogues  can  be  had  gratis,  on  ap  plica 
tion.       O.  A.  ROORBACH,  12  Vesey-strect, 
Next  door  to  the  Astor  House. 


KOUSSO,— REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM 
— DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received 
from  Paris  another  invoice  of  the  valuable 
medicine.  Also,  Pure  Chloroform,  from  the 
celebrated  BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broad, 
way,  250  4th  Avenue,  and  2  Park  Row. 
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C1ASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— 
'There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  in  this  Institution  ;  the  Spring  Ses- 
sion, commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in 
February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  course 
will  continue  four  months,  under  the  direction 
of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Pekkins,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medics  and  Obstetrics. 

Ezha  S.  C'Aitn,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try, and  Natural  History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middle-ton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery. 

William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M..  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Course  of  Lectures, 
$50.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  lull 
Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  $10.  Ma- 
triculation, $5.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  in- 
cluding the  expenses  of  room,  fuel,  and  lights, 
can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses  at  from 
$1,75  to  82,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via 
White  Hall,  and  from  Boston  and  Burlington 
via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
Castleton,  Vt.,  January,  1853. 

GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — Fall 
Course,  1853. — The  Tvvenlietth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  ill  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Sept. 
1853,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  I).,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  ot  Surgery. 

Geouge  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Charles  A.  P.  Bowen,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  nnd  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment.  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  Supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $62  ;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3  ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  Gra- 
duation, $20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  lights,  &c,  S2  per 
week.  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

OTTO  AND  KCEHLEK,  58,  Chatham-street, 
second  floor  —  By  an  experience  of  a  long 
series  of  years  in  Europe  a  d  the  United  States, 
we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of  Sur- 
gical and  Orthopr.dical  Mar/tines,  and  Instru- 
ments, Trusses,  Bandages,  ttc.  Ire  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our 
ace  in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably. 
We  thrrefore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons 
to  give  us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham-8t. 
(21  floor,)  and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles, 
especially  our  improved  instrument  for  Vac- 
cination, which  is  the  most  finished  article  of 
its  kind. 


CJMITH'S  OPEIiATIVE  SURGRRY  COM 
PPLKTE.— LIPPINCOTT,  GKAMBO  &  Co 
No.  14  North  Fourth-street,  Philadelphia,  have 
just  published,  A  System  of  Operative  Surgery, 
based  upon  the  practise  of  surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  and  comprising  a  biographical 
index  aud  historical  record  of  many  ol  their 
operations  Ic.r  a  period  of  200  years.  By 
Henry  II.  Smith,  H.  D.  Illustrated  with  up- 
wards of  1000  Engravings  on  Steel.  The 
whole  forming  one  large  octavo  volume. 

contents. 
Parts  1  and  2 — General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, as  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 
Face. 

Tart  3 — Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 

Part  4 — Operations  upon  the  genito-uriiury 
organs  of  the  Male  and  Female. 

Part  5 — Operations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties. 

A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Paper.-  count  ctel  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached to  each  Pi  rt. 

f^jpThe  Plates  will  be  presented  eilher 
tinted  cr  in  colors.  Price  $7  50  tinted — £515 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  Bache.    Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  WooJ's  Pradtice  of  Medicine.  2  vols. 
8vo.  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Medica  and  The  rapeutics. 
1  v.  8o.  For  sale  by  all  the  principal  bookselle  rs. 


HOOD  &.  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS —This 
instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  e-on- 
form  to  the  anatomical  construction  of  ihe 
boely.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toicard 
the  sides,  anel  tin-  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  undi  r  the  control  of  "  the 
natural  processes."  by  which  the  cure  iseffeet- 
ed.  This  principle,  laiel  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
loedi  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  boely,  the. 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  visee  ra  back  into 
the  cavity.  Then,  undt  rstanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  through 
which  sunelry  vessels'pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  1  Tok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understooel  there  will  be 
mulling  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  anel 
fixtures  to  make  them  available — all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — and 
contrast  them  with  the  incications  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  nume  rous  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  suite  rings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  and  a.s  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle— as  surgeons  are 
not  blacksmiths,  and  blacksmiths  not  surgeoni 
— and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 
character,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument,  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  dete  rmine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 
c(l6e. — For  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  II. 
GEMnaiti,  43  South  Eighth-Street,  Philadel- 
phia, or  J.  M.  SANDEKSON,  3  Barclay-it,  N.Y. 
Also,  Agent  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limbs. 
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rpo  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  OK  THE 
UNITED  STATES. — The  undersigned, 
by  a  former  communication  in  this  Journal 
addressed  to  the  profession,  invited  the  atten- 
tion of  medical  men  to  the  "  Aromatic  Schiedam 
Schnapps,"  of  hia  own  manufacture,  and  direct 
importation  from  Holland  ;  and  proposed  to 
furnish  physicians  who  might  desire  it,  with  a 
sample  bottle  for  their  individual  examination 
and  trial.  This  proffer  was  renewed  through 
the  public  press  all  ovtr  the  country,  and  more 
than  four  thousand  bottles  have  been  thus  dis. 
tributed. 

The  undersigned  has  had  ample  evidence 
that  the  purity  of  the  article  has  been  tested  in 
various  places  by  medical  men,  who  have  sub- 
jected it  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  ;  while  many 
of  them  have  prescribed  and  recommended  it 
to  their  patients  in  the  various  diseases  to  which 
they  judged  it  adapted,  thus  testing  its  medi. 
cinal  and  curative  powers  as  a  remedy,  for  which 
use  it  has  been  specially  prepared,  and  exclu- 
sively recommended. 

Hitherto  however,  the  testimonials  on  this  sub- 
ject have  been  chiefly  received  from  agents  and 
from  persons  who  have  been  benefited  by  the 
article.  And  though  the  names  of  the  physi- 
cians who  prescribed  it  are  often  given,  as 
reference  for  its  curative  powers  as  a  medicine, 
the  undersigned  has  received  but  few  letters 
from  the  physicians  to  whom  he  has  forwarded 
samples  at  their  request,  and  is  without  the 
direct  medical  testimony,  which  he  has  6ought 
to  obtain,  either  for  or  against  the  article. 

He  therefore  now  begs  leave  to  inquire, 
through  the  Ne  w-Ycrk  Medical  Gazette,  of  those 
physicians  who  have  examined  the  article, 
and  tried  its  medicinal  effects,  or  observed  them 
among  their  patients,  whether  the  Aromatic 
Schiedam  Schnapps  has,  or  has  not  answered 
all  their  expectations,  and  whether  the  purity 
of  the  article  and  its  curative  efficacy  be  not 
equal  in  all  respects  to  the  high  claims  which 
the  undersigned  has  urged  in  his  former  cir- 
cular to  the  profession. 

While  medical  men  are  every  where  urging 


upon  Congress  und  the  public  authorities,  the 
vast  importance  of  prohibiting,  under  heavy 
penalties,  the  importation  or  sale  of  adulterated 
drugs,  in  view  of  their  mischiefs  to  the  public 
health  ;  the  undersigned  respectfully  submits 
to  the  profession,  whether  it  is  not  of  equal 
importance  that  the  sick,  lor  whom  Alcoholic 
medication  is  so  often  demanded,  should  be 
protected  from  the  imposition  of  mixed  and 
drugged  liquors  by  the  use  of  which  the  must 
disastrous  results  are  perennially  witnessed, 
not  only  upon  health  and  life,  but  upon  the 
public  murals. 

In  all  cases,  where  Alcohol  is  prescribed  as 
a  medicine,  this  article  is  warranted  to  be  pure, 
as  imported  direct  from  his  manufactory  at 
Schiedam  in  Holland  ;  and  in  those  numerous 
diseases  in  which  a  stimulating  diuretic  is  de- 
manded, involving  the  kidneys, bladder,  &c.  as 
in  most  examples  of  Dropsy,  the  undersigned 
reiterates  his  conviction  that  its  general  em- 
ployment by  the  profession  would  be  a  public 
benefit. 

For  the  convenience  of  physicians  this  article 
is  put  up  under  the  personal  directions  of  the 
proprietor,  in  pint  and  quart  bottles,  and  may 
be  had  of  any  of  the  principal  druggists,  or  of 
his  authorized  agents,  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States. 

As  he  desires  that  it  may  stand  or  fall  upon 
its  own  merits,  of  which  the  respectable  phy- 
sicians of  the  country  must  be  the  most  com- 
petent judges,  he  hence  appeals  to  the  profes- 
sion for  their  unbiassed  testimony,  and  begs 
that  it  may  be  communicated  through  the 
New-York  Medical  Gazette  or  the  other  medical 
periodicals  of  the  country,  should  the  editdrs 
deem  the  subject  of  sufficient  public  interest  to 
notice  it  in  their  columns. 

Very  respecfully 

UDOLPHO  WOLFE, 
18  &  22  Bearer-st.  New- York. 


Printed  by  Daniel  Fanshaw,  35  Ann-street 
corner  of  Nassau-st,  New- York. 
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A  CLINICAL  LECTURE  ON  EPILEPSY, 

Delivered  at  the  Commercial  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  April  Oth,  1853. 
By  Marshall  Hall,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  &c.  Reported  by  L.  M. 
Lawson,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  having  been  invited  to  examine  several  cases 
of  Epilepsy,  at  the  Commercial  Hospital,  complied  with  the  request, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  considerable  number  of  physicians  and  stu- 
dents, very  carefully  and  satisfactorily  investigated  three  cases. 

The  first  case  was  a  young  man,  aged  twenty-five,  who  had  been 
affected  with  Epileptic  fits,  at  irregular  intervals,  for  a  period  of  nine 
months.  They  usually  recurred  without  any  obvious  exciting  cause, 
about  once  in  three  weeks.  The  patient  had  formerly  been  a  dairy- 
man, and  attributed  the  disease  to  the  frequent  draughts  of  new  milk 
which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  at  different  periods  through  the 
day,  to  the  extent  of  a  pint  at  a  time.  His  previous  health  had  been 
good.  The  fit  lasts  from  ten  to  thirty  minutes,  after  which  he  revives, 
but  appears  exhausted  and  imbecile  for  some  hours.  He  makes  some 
noise  during  the  attack,  does  not  froth  at  the  mouth  nor  bite  his 
tongue,  nor  is  there  any  great  lividity  of  countenance. 

This  was  regarded  as  a  comparatively  mild  form  of  the  disease. 

The  second  case  was  a  female,  aged  twenty-five,  who  attributes 
the  disease  to  mental  excitement  consequent  upon  the  birth  of  an 
illegitimate  child.  The  disease  seems  to  have  arisen  from  mental 
causes,  and  the  attacks  are  liable  to  recur  whenever  she  becomes 
angry,  or  otherwise  agitated  in  mind.  The  fits  are  extremely  irregular, 
both  as  it  regards  recurrence  and  intensity.  At  times  she  escapee 
for  two  or  three  months,  and  again  is  liable  to  an  attack  whenever 
she  becomes  mentally  excited.  In  some  instances  they  are  very 
severe ;  but  there  is  not  complete  closure  of  the  glottis  at  any  time. 
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After  the  severe  attacks,  she  remains  more  or  less  maniacal  for 
several  days.  The  general  health  is  impaired,  with  a  weak  actiou  of 
the  heart,  but  no  organic  disease  of  that  organ.  Her  physical]  powers 
are  much  impaired,  and  the  mind  evidently  greatly  weakened. 

The  third  case  was  more  aggravated  than  the  first.  The  patient 
was  a  German,  aged  twenty-one,  who  had  suffered  for  about  four  years. 
His  mind  seemed  much  impaired,  and  no  accurate  history  of  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  disease  could  be  obtained.  His  fits  recur  once 
in  three  or  four  weeks,  or  oftener  if  he  becomes  constipated.  The 
fits  are  very  violent,  but  it  appears  that  laryngismus  is  not  com- 
pletely developed  ;  he  froths  at  the  mouth,  has  stertorous  breathing 
and  remains  insensible  after  the  convulsion  ceases  for  a  period 
varying  from  a  half  to  five  or  six  hours.  He  does  not  bite  his 
tongue. 

Dr.  Hall  directed  his  attention  particularly  to  the  existence  of 
laryngismus,  and,  after  a  careful  examination  he  reached  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  spasm  of  the  glottis  was  not  complete  in  either  case. 
In  relation  to  the  above  cases,  and  epilepsy  in  general,  Dr.  Hall  sub- 
mitted, in  substance,  the  following  remarks  : — 

Gentlemen  : — I  always  feel  confident  of  the  result  when  I  can 
have  the  opportunity,  which  I  enjoy  this  day,  of  examining  a  patient, 
or  patients  afflicted  with  epilepsy,  in  the  very  presence  of  my  auditory. 
It  is  then  not  /  who  gives  the  lecture,  but  the  patient,  whose  very  ex- 
pressions are  worthy  of  notice.  My  interrogations  will  be,  not  of  a 
leading  character,  but  merely  suggestive,  and  yours  will  be  the  office 
of  judge. 

The  first  patient  being  introduced,  I  shall  ask  him  : — How  long  is 
it  since  your  first  attack  of  epilepsy]  This  question  gives  us  a  mea- 
sure of  the  inveteracy  of  the  malady.  I  need  scarcely  remark  that 
the  difficulty  in  the  cure,  or  rather  the  treatment,  is  proportional  to 
the  previous  duration.  If  the  cause  be  of  hereditary  origin,  if  it  have 
followed  convulsions  in  infancy,  if  it  have  already  subsisted  many 
years,  a  long  and  systematic  course  of  treatment  must  be  required  to 
mitigate  its  symptoms.  I  next  ask  :— What  do  you  think  was  the 
first  exciting  cause  of  your  malady,  or  the  exciting  causes  of  sub- 
sequent attacks  ?  Has  it  arisen  from  any  affliction  of  mind  ?  Or 
excess  of  any  kind,  especially  sexual  ?  Does  it  come  on  especially 
during  sleep?  Or  has  it  been  induced  by  errors  in  diet,  or  by  dis- 
order of  the  bowels'?    Or  docs  it  return  at  catamenial  periods? 

In  the  first  patient  examined,  it  seems  that  milk  had  been  an  ex- 
citing cause  of  attack,  and  I  need  scarcely  say  that  a  pint  of  milk, 
(the  quantity  drank  at  a  time  by  the  patient,)  swallowed  nearly  at  a 
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draught  would  prove  a  very  solid  meal  in  the  stomach,  unmastieated, 
and  unmingled  with  the  saliva,  and  with  the  bubbles  of  atmospheric 
air  which  are  usually  swallowed  with  solid  food.  We  must  take  the 
fact  or  facts  as  we  find  them,  listening  to  the  patients  statement  with- 
out bias. 

I  next  ask — What  warning  sign  of  an  approaching  attack  do  you 
experience  ?  And  if  there  be  such  a  warning  voice,  I  propose  ener- 
getic modes  of  treatment  as  preventives  of  the  threatened  attack. 
An  ample  dose,  as  3  i  or  3  ss  of  bi-carbonate  of  potass,  with  or  with- 
out an  ample  dose  of  ipecacuanha,  or  rhubard,  is,  i  think,  amongst 
the  most  efficacious  of  our  preventive  remedies. 

I  next  inquire,  not  of  the  patient,  but  of  those  who  have  been  by- 
standers:— WThat  are  the  appearances  of  the  patient  as  the  attack 
comes  on  and  proceeds  to  its  climax]  Usually  the  eyes  and  head 
are  fixed.  So,  it  appears,  it  is  in  our  first  patient.  The  head  is  some- 
times not  only  fixed  but  turned  rigidly  to  one  side ;  there  is  torticollis. 
This  fixed  or  controlled  state  of  the  head  is  affected  by  the  action  of 
the  muscles  of  the  neck,  hence  I  have  designated  the  affection  tracke- 
Usmus.  It  is  merely  the  expression  of  an  obvious  fact.  With  this 
state  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  there  is  compression  of  the  large 
veins  of  the  part,  whence  flushing  and  tumefaction  of  the  face  and 
neck,  the  latter  of  which  is  sometimes  augmented  an  inch  to  an  inch 
and  a  half  in  circumference.  With  this  augmented  external  conges- 
tion of  the  face  and  neck,  there  is,  of  course,  augmented  internal 
congestion  of  the  cerebrum,  of  the  medulla  oblongato,  etc.  These, 
too,  are  obvious  facts.  But  from  these  facts  stupor  and  convulsions 
proceed,  and,  indeed,  all  the  phenomena  of  this  form  of  epilepsy,  that 
is,  of  Epilepsia  truchelea. 

But  now  I  ask  another  question  : — Is  there  any  struggle  for  breath 
in  the  throat?  any  closure  of  the  larynx  1  any  laryngismus? 

In  our  first  patient,  the  case  seems  not  to  involve  laryngismus. 
These  are  the  symptoms  which  I  have  noticed, — the  bitten  tongue, 
insensibility,  etc.  but  the  direst  form  of  Epilepsy  is  not  yet. 

When  there  is  laryngismus,  with,  as  is  usual,  violent  respiratory, 
or  rather  expiratory  efforts,  then  are  also  the  direst  forms  of  purpu- 
rescence  and  tumefaction  of  the  face,  neck,  tongue;  of  stupor,  of 
convulsions  ;  and,  following  these,  coma,  delirium,  or  perhaps  mania, 
loss  of  memory  or  intellect,  etc. 

Our  second  patient  refers  her  attack  to  mental  emotion  attendant 
on  her  bearing  an  illegitimate  child.  Since  that  time  she  has  suffered 
from  epileptic  seizures,  which  have  obviously  obscured  her  faculties, 
and  shattered  her  frame  ! 
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The  attacks  are  attended  by  laryngismus  and  its  effects,  and  are 
followed  by  siupor,  temporary  mania,  and  a  tendency  to  suicide. 

Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  obvious  that  laryngismus  is  disarmed,  as  it 
were,  of  its  terrors,  by  the  operation  of  tracheotomy.  I  strongly 
urge  the  trial,  therefore,  of  this  measure,  not  in  epilepsy  in  general 
terms,  but  of  that  form  of  epilepsy  which  I  designate  as  Epilepsia 
laryngea. 

The  epilepsia  laryngea  is  the  most  formidable  form  of  the  disease, 
snd  is  followed  by  the  most  formidable  effects.  Under  the  influence 
of  tracheotomy  it  ceases  to  bo  the  epilepsia  laryngea  •  it  is  reduced 
to  another  or  abortive  form  ;  and  its  formidable  effects  are  obviated  I 

I  beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  reflect  well  on  these  facts,  for  facts  they 
are  !  Shall  we  not  when  we  see  intellect,  limb,  lite  even,  in  dan- 
ger, endeavor  to  arrest  such  calamities,  even  admitting  that  we  can 
do  no  more  %  But  this  is  not  all  that  can  be  accomplished,  even  with 
the  direst  forms.  Epilepsy  may  be  removed  altogether,  wearing 
away  the  susceptibility  to  attacks ;  or  at  least  we  obtain  time  for 
other  remedies. 

I  do  not  recommended  tracheotomy  in  any  of  these  cases  we  have 
seen  to-day,  but  there  arises  a  question  whether  it  should  not  be 
adopted  in  the  last  case.  The  mind  is  going.  Institute  tracheotomy, 
administer  the  styrchnia,  improve  and  regulate  the  diet  and  bowels, 
and  this  poor  creature  may  happily  be  saved  from  idiocy  and  im- 
becility ! 

1  fear,  gentlemen,  to  weary  your  patience,  but  I  must  add  one 
remark:  Epilepsy  sometimes  occurs  in  "  hidden"  seizures;  its  effects 
are  then  misunderstood  ;  mania  may  occur,  which  may  be  homicidal 
or  infanticidal ;  crime  may  be  committed:  and  the  poor  patient  may 
suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  lyecause  there  lias  been  a  hidden 
fit  of  epilepsy  ! 

But  this  event  is  most  apt  to  occur  as  a  puerperal  case ;  and  espe- 
cially in  the  event  of  giving  birth  to  an  illegitimate  child,  with  all  the 
affliction  and  torture  attendant  on  such  an  event.  The  puerperal 
mania  may  be  short,  too  short  indeed  for  detection ;  and  the  miserable 
creature  is  found  guilty  of  infanticide,  and  pays  the  penalty  of  the  law 
by  the  sacrifice  of  her  life.  Surely  such  an  event  will  henceforth  be 
rendered  impossible  by  the  speedy  abrogation  of  a  law,  the  relic 
of  a  dark  age  ! 

But  I  must  conclude.    Read  and  study  this  Table*  every  word 

*  See  Dr.  Hall's  Table  on  the  Physiology  of  Epilepsy,  etc.  at  the  close  of  this 
lectvre, 
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of  which  is  full  of  fact  and  important  truth.  Let  it  remain  in  your 
library  for  consultation.  And  when  the  seas  again  divide  us,  let  it 
be  as  a  remembrancer  of  one  who  has  long  been  attached  in  a  peculiar 
manner  to  our  profession,  its  scientific  character,  and  its  pun:  and 
benevolent  objects.  Amidst  much  magliguant  calumny  1  have  pur- 
sued my  laborious  career  in  .another  country.  But  I  have  my  ampin 
reward  in  the  warm  greeting  and  welcome  which  have  attended  me 
since  I  have  arrived  in  yours.  Every  good  attend  you  and  your  noble 
and  liberal  institutions! 

Excuse  me,  gentlemen,  if  I  have  unconsciously  spoken  with  ardor 
and  enthusiasm  of  my  recent  labors.  I  do  trust  that  an  important 
step  is  being  taken  in  regard  to  our  knowledge  of  epilepsy  and  certain 
congeneric  maladies,  infantile  and  puerperal  convulsion,  apoplexy, 
paralysis,  mania,  dementia,  etc.  for  our  view  of  these  great  subjects 
ought  to  be  expansive  ;  and  I  have  spoken  with  the  enthusiasm 
which  I  have  felt.  Besides,  I  perceived  that  I  was  addressing  the  kind 
and  generous  hearted,  and  I  could  use  no  reserve. 

[Since  the  departure  of  Dr.  Hall  from  Cincinnati,  we  have  received 
from  him  the  following  statement,  which  may  very  properly  form  an 
appendix  to  the  preceding  lecture.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  relates  to 
an  epileptic  patient  who  had  been  subjected  to  tracheotomy.  The 
seizure  detailed  was  doubtless  rendered  brief,  or  interrupted,  by  the 
tracheal  tube. — Reporter.] 

"  I  saw  Poole  on  Saturday  last,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  wil- 
?itss  a  fit  from  its  beginning  to  its  close.  It  was  very  interesting. 
The  tube,  was  quite  patent.  The  fit  commenced  by  torticollis  and 
turning  of  the  eyes,  with  general  tonic  spasm,  marked  in  the  arms 
and  neck,  lie  was  insensible  and  fell;  the  face  became  very  dark, 
and  no  respiratory  movement  was  either  visible  or  audible  for  nearly 
a  minute.  The  muscles  then  became  slightly  relaxed,  passing  into  a 
state  of  clonic  spasm;  and  there  was  immediately  the  sound  of  catch- 
ing respiration  through  the  tracheal  tube.  In  three  minutes  he  stood 
up  and  spoke,  and  in  two  or  three  more  he  was  cleaning  the  tube! 
It  was  an  interesting  exhibition  of  what  tracheotomy  can  do ;  the 
moment  there  was  an  attempt  at  respiratory  movement,  the  air  not 
coming  in  contact  with  a  closed  larynx  ;  no  coma.  This  is  one  of  the 
severest  attacks  since  the  operation,  and  this  is  a  man  whose  life  was 
a  succession  of  fits  before,  the  coma  of  one  lasting  till  another  super- 
vened." Extract  from  a  letttr  from  Dr.  J.  Ruseel  Reynolds,  London. 
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Motive  Power  of  the  Blood  Proved  by  Experiments  on  four 
Crocodiles— One  Brought  to  Life. 

BY  SAMUEL  A.  CARTWRIGHT,  M.  D.   NEW  ORLEANS,   LATE    OF  NATCHEZ. 

Four  crocodiles  were  subjected  to  vivisection  in  the  court-yard  of 
my  office,  on  the  1st  and  6th  of  the  present  month.  One  was  nearly 
ten  feet  long,  another  about  six  and  a  half  feet,  and  the  other  two  of 
smaller  size. 

June  1st,  at  half  past  9  o'clock,  I  tied  the  trachea  of  one  of  the 
smaller  sized  saurians,  and  turned  it  loose.    At  twelve  minutes  before 
10  o'clock,  I  tied  the  trachea  of  another  one,  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
open  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  exposing  the  viscera,  even  the  heart,  to 
view,  by  opening  the  pericardium.    It  was  then  taken  from  the  table 
and  placed  on  the  floor.    The  largest  crocodile  was  surrendered  to 
Dr.  Dowler,  to  perform  any  experiments  he  might  see  proper.  By 
this  time  a  number  of  medical  gentlemen  had  assembled  to  witness 
the  experiments;  viz:  Drs.  Copes,  Nutt,  Hale,  Wharton,  Wcatherly, 
Chaillie,  Chappellier,  Greenleaf,  Prof.  Riddell  and  his  brother,  and 
also  Messrs.  Brenan  and  Gordon.    While  the  large  crocodile  was  be- 
ing secured  and  made  fast  to  the  table,  the  two  others,  whose  trachea; 
had  been  ligated,  were  moving  about  as  actively  as  before  the  opera- 
tion.   Some  doubted  whether  the  ligation  would  kill  them  at  all ;  and 
others  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  exposure  of  the  viscera  and  serous 
membranes  of  one  of  them,  to  the  action  of  the  air,  would  prevent  the 
ligation  from  proving  fatal,  as  oxygen  would  be  absorbed  and  carbo- 
nic acid  expelled  by  the  tissues  thus  exposed.    The  experiment  re- 
ported at  page  394  of  the  46th  volume  of  this  Journal,  June  16,  1S52, 
where  an  alligator,  nearly  dead,  revived  under  the  scalpel  of  the  dis- 
sector, while  the  ligature  was  still  around  the  trachea,  had  given  rise 
to  that  opinion  ;  although  it  was  subsequently  demonstrated,  by  at- 
tempts at  insufflation,  that  the  lungs  had  been  cut  by  the  operator, 
thus  giving  egress  to  the  poisonous  carbonic  acid  and  ingress  to  the 
vivifying  oxygen — still  the  erroneous  impression  was  left  on  the  minds 
of  Dr.  Dowler  and  others,  that  it  was  the  exposure  of  the  mem- 
branes to  the  air  by  the  dissection  which  revived  the  animal.    In  the 
present  case  the  viscera  and  membranes  were  as  extensively  exposed 
to  the  air  as  in  that  instance.    I  particularly  guarded  against  cutting 
the  lungs  or  any  branches  of  the  bronchial  tubes.    Both  animals,  in 
less  than  an  hour  after  the  ligation  of  the  trachea,  were  dead.  The 
one  whose  viscera  had  been  exposed  died  as  soon  as  the  other. 
When  pinching,  burning  and  piercing  the  most  sensitive  parts  of  the 
body  ceased  to  cause  motion  or  to  produce  sensation,  the  first  one 
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operated  on  was  re-placed  on  the  table,  and  the  viscera  of  the  thorax 
and  abdomen  exposed  by  dissection.  An  artery  was  accidentally 
cut,  and  a  profuse  hemorrhage  was  the  cgnsequence.  The  tempera- 
ture of  the  room  was  83°.  The  inflating  process  was  then  commenced, 
and  some  faint  evidences  of  returning  vitality  manifested  themselves  j 
but  as  the  reptile  had  lo.<t  the  greater  portion  of  the  blood  in  its  body, 
the  very  substance  I  wished  to  vivify  and  set  in  motion  by  the  intro- 
duction of  fresh  air  into  the  lungs,  I  abandoned  the  experiment  and 
removed  the  subject  from  the  table,  without  regret,  intending  to  make 
it  answer  the  purposes  of  another  experiment  to  prove  the  error  of 
certain  reviewers,  who  had  taken  the  position,  "  that  alligators  were 
curious  animals,  and  might  come  to  life  of  themselves  if  let  alone." 
Hence  the  determination  to  let  this  one  alone,  to  prove  to  sceptics 
that  nothing  short  of  the  admission  of  fresh  air  into  the  lungs  can  re- 
store life  in  eases  of  asphyxia,  or  suspended  animation.  It  never  came 
to,  or  responded  to  the  irritants  applied  to  its  nerves,  but  quickly  lost 
every  remaining  vestige  of  life  after  the  insufflation  was  suspended. 
Even  the  irritability  of  the  muscles  was  destroyed  ;  thus  confirming 
the  experiment  reported  at  page  79  of  the  47th  volume  of  this  Jour- 
nal, Aug.  26,  1S52,  where  simple  ligation  of  the  trachea  not  only  de- 
stroyed life,  but  muscular  irritability,  by  poisoning  the  blood  by  the 
retention  of  carbonic  acid. 

The  other  crocodile,  above  mentioned,  whose  trachea  had  been  tied 
at  a  quarter  before  10  o'clock,  and  the  viscera  immediately  exposed, 
was  found  to  be  dead,  and  at  25  minutes  before  11  o'clock  was  re- 
placed upon  the  table.  Various  means  were  used,  as  pinching,  pierc- 
ing and  burning  the  most  sensitive  parts  of  the  body,  to  extort  symp- 
toms of  life ;  and  when  they  failed  to  have  any  effect,  the  inflating  pro- 
cess was  commenced.  After  continuing  the  insufflation  of  the  lungs 
for  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  animal  came  to  life,  snapped 
its  jaws,  opened  its  eyes,  moved  its  limbs,  and  twisted  and  worked 
itself  when  pinched  or  cut.  In  the  language  of  a  by-stander — "it  liv- 
ed again."  It  continued  to  live  for  several  hours  afterwards.  It  was 
brought  to  life  at  1 1  o'clock.  At  3  o'clock,  when  the  company  left 
for  dinner,  it  was  still  alive,  and  would  dodge  the  finger  when  thrust 
at  its  eyes,  although  not  touched.  Several  gentlemen,  before  leaving, 
convinced  themselves  by  that  and  other  measures,  that  the  reptile  was 
not  only  alive,  but  had  its  sight,  hearing,  intelligence  and  the  power 
of  motion  restored  to  it.  When  the  company  left,  it  was  the  only 
live  crocodile  in  the  room.  Both  the  others  had  been  dead  for  some 
time.  The  first  one  operated  on  had  been  dead  more  than  four  hours 
— and  the  one  which  Dr.  Dowler  had  been  experimenting  on  was  also 
dead,  although  it  was  the  last  one  brought  on  the  table. 
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On  the  6th  of  June  I  tied  the  trachea  of  a  female  crocodile,  about 
six  and  a  half  feet  long,  and  as  large  around  as  a  common-sized  man 
— Drs.  Dowler,  Copes,  Wharton,  Chappellier,  Reynolds,  Greenleaf 
and  Backee  being  present.  When  animation  became  nearly  suspend- 
ed, the  viscera  were  exposed  by  dissection.  On  opening  the  pericar- 
dium, the  auricle  of  the  heart  happened  to  be  pierced.  The  hemorr- 
hage was  profuse.  A  ligature  was  put  around  the  slit  in  the  auricle, 
but  before  the  hemorrhage  could  be  arrested  the  most  of  the  blood  in 
the  body  had  escaped.  Insufflation  was  tried,  but  it  had  very  little 
ostensive  effect.  It  excited  the  heart  into  action,  and  restored  some 
degree  of  motion  and  sensibility;  but  it  restored  and  preserved  an 
amount  of  vitality  sufficient  to  enable  Dr.  Dowler,  to  whom  I  resign- 
ed the  half-dead  female  saurian,  to  re-produce  those  astonishing  phe- 
nomena of  the  nervous  system,  which  he  has  heretofore  made  known 
to  the  scientific  world.  They  are  of  a  nature  to  make  a  Nilotic  ruin, 
a  perfect  chaos  of  the  main  foundation  of  physiology  and  psychology 
since  the  days  of  Moses.  In  the  report  of  the  experiment  on  the  bat- 
tle ground  crocodile,  published  August  25,  1852,  in  the  47th  volume 
of  this  Journal,  it  is  stated  that  after  tying  the  trachea  the  animal  died, 
and  that  Dr.  Dowler,  with  fire,  hooks  and  forceps,  failed  to  produce 
a  single  nervous  phenomenon  he  had  been  accustomed  to  show.  But 
in  this  instance,  a  sufficient  quantum  of  vitality  remained  and  was 
kept  up  by  the  inflation,  to  enable  him  to  verify  to  the  by-standers 
nearly  the  whole  of  those  remarkable  facts  he  has  heretofore  reported 
in  his  ';  Contributions  to  Physiology."  He  proved  with  the  half  dead 
reptile,  as  also  with  the  ten-foot  crocodile  on  the  1st  of  June,  what  he 
had  frequently  proved  before,  viz.  that  sensibility,  motion,  the  will 
and  intelligence,  continue  to  be  manifested  in  the  body  after  it  has 
been  cut  off  from  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow  ;  that  pinching  the  dis- 
tal portion  of  any  divided  nerve  will  cause  motion  and  sensation  in  the 
part  to  which  it  is  distributed,  and  that  the  same  phenomena  will  con- 
tinue to  occur  as  the  nerve  is  followed  downward  toward  the  part  to 
which  it  is  distributed.  These  experiments  with  the  crocodile  prove 
the  fallacy  of  those  dogmas  which  have  so  long  made  physiology  and 
psychology  the  most  hypothetical,  changeable,  and  non  progressive  of 
all  the  sciences.  Until  cut  loose  from  the  unsound  learning  of  the 
dark  ages,  those  noble  sciences  cannot  be  made  to  perform  their  proper 
part  on  the  arena  of  practical  utility.  The  hypotheses  to  which  they 
are  chained,  make  the  cerebral  system  the  subjective  or  (he  me,  and 
the  blood  the  objective  or  the  not  me.  To  reach  the  brain,  the  sup- 
posed seat  of  the  subjectivity,  recourse  has  been  had  to  the  supposi- 
tion, that  impressions  from  without  are  conveyed  by  a  subtle  fluid,  os- 
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dilations  or  other  means,  through  the  nerves  to  the  brain — the  sup- 
posed exclusive  residence  of  the  mind.    The  latter  is  supposed  to  give 
its  commands,  which  are  conveyed  by  the  same  or  another  set  of 
nerves  to  the  muscles  and  to  the  different  organs  of  the  body,  ordering 
muscular  motions  to  be  performed  and  pain  or  pleasure  to  be  felt. 
Another  hypothesis  pre-supposes  that  the  chief  motive  power  of  the 
blood  is  derived  from  the  mechanical  propulsion  effected  by  the  con- 
traction of  a  muscle,  called  the  heart.    There  are  more  than  three 
millions  of  species  of  animals  destitute  of  such  an  organ,  and  even  in 
mammals  the  heart  and  arteries  are  of  subsequent  formation  to  some 
other  structures  of  the  body  abundantly  furnished  with  nutritive  fluids. 
While  such  unsound  doctrines  (which  need  only  be  stated  to  carry 
their  refutation  upon  their  face)  are  received  as  fundamental  truths 
in  physiology  and  psychology,  it  will  be  vain  to  expect  that  these 
sciences  can  make  any  progress  in  the  field  of  utility  and  practical 
operations.  While  such  errors  prevail,  the  phenomena  attributed  to 
mesmerism,  table-moving,  and  spirit-rapping,  will  continue  to  con- 
found the  wisdom  of  the  learned  and  to  lead  the  ignorant  and  credu- 
lous into  every  species  of  ridiculous  extravagance.    Such  is  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  popular  mind  when  men  of  science  are  driven  to  the 
subterfuge  of  denying  phenomena  clearly  demonstrable — not  for  the 
want  of  evidence  of  their  existence,  but  for  the  want  of  something  in 
their  philosophy  to  explain  them.    Back  to  Moses,  then,  let  young 
America,  not  too  old  or  full  of  prejudice  to  learn  new  truths,  go  to 
take  a  fresh  start  in  physiology  and  psychology.    Physiologists  and 
psychologists  will  there  learn,  what  the  experiments  on  the  crocodile 
prove,  that  the  blood  is  the  subjective  or  the  me,  and  that  all  other 
parts  of  the  body  are  the  objective  or  the  not  me  ;  or,  in  the  language 
of  Moses,  the  blood  is  the  life  of  the  flesh  and  the  air  is  the  life  of  the 
blood.    Life,  in  the  proper  Hebrew  sense  of  the  term — life,  consisting 
of  motion,  sensation,  will,  consciousness  and  intelligence;  these  arc 
all  implied  by  the  Hebrew  word  translated  life.    Neither  physicians 
nor  theologians  have  fully  believed  in  the  physiological  doctrines 
taught  by  Moses.    Some  of  the  former  and  all  the  latter  profess  to 
believe  in  the  prophet,  but  not  in  the  prophet's  doctrines  when  applied 
to  phvsiology.    It  is  not  as  a  prophet  I  quote  him,  but  as  a  man  and 
a  learned  physiologist.    My  experiments  on  the  crocodile,  as  well  as 
those  of  Dr.  Dowler,  show  most  clearly  and  positively,  that,  as  far  as 
regards  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  science  of  physiology.  Moses 
is  a  great  way  a-head  of  cither  Carpenter  or  Dunglison.  Dowler 
proves  that  the.  blood  is  the  life  of  the  flesh  when  he  irritates  a  nerve, 
dissevered  from  the  brain  and  spine,  and  produces  the  phenomena  of 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


351 


life  and  motion  in  the  part  to  which  it  is  distributed.  When  the  blood 
was  previously  poisoned  by  carbonic  acid  gas,  as  in  the  experiment 
with  the  battle-ground  crocodile,  recorded  in  this  Journal  (page  79, 
vol.  47,)  not  a  single  symptom  of  life  followed  the  irritation  of  the 
nerves  or  any  other  part.  Muscular  irritability  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  carbonic  acid  destroying  the  life  of  the  blood.  Whereas  in 
other  experiments,  where  the  blood  had  not  thus  been  previously  poi- 
soned, or  if  poisoned,  its  vitality  had  been  restored  by  insufflation, 
then  the  irritation  of  any  nerve,  after  it  had  been  divided  or  after  the 
spine  and  brain  had  been  destroyed,  produced  the  phenomena  of  life 
in  the  parts  to  which  it  was  distributed.  The  brain  and  nerves,  there- 
fore, instead  of  being  the  primary  seat  and  type  of  life,  are  subordinate 
agents,  or  mere  conductors  of  vitality  from  the  fountain  of  life,  the 
blood,  to  the  flesh  and  solid  structures  of  the  body. 

My  experiments  prove  that  the  life  of  the  blood  is  derived  from 
the  atmospheric  air;  and  that  air  alone,  without  any  aid  from  the 
heart  at  all,  is  its  main  and  principal  motive  power.  In  other  words, 
the  oxidation  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs  is  the  chief  motive  power;  or, 
in  the  language  of  Mrs.  Willard,  "  the  chief  motive  power  of  the  blood 
is  derived  from  respiration."  Whether  caloric,  as  Mrs.  Willard  con- 
tends, or  caloric  and  electricity  combined,  be  the  Phcetonitis  eqvi  of 
those  cars  of  life,  called  blood  corpuscles,  is  another  question,  lying  in 
hypothetical  regions  I  have  no  desire  to  explore.  It  is  not  the  occult 
cause  of  things,  but  the  existence  of  the  things  themselves,  I  seek  to 
prove.  That  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  hcematokinetic,  or  blood-mov- 
ing power,  derived  from  respiration,  is  abundantly  proved  by  artificial 
respiration  restoring  motion  to  the  blood  and  bringing  to  life  dead 
crocodiles.  That  this  luematokinetic.  or  blood-moving  power,  can  act 
beyond  the  periphery  of  the  animal  body,  is  sufficiently  proved  by 
those  beautiful  habitations  which  the  mollusks  build,  paint  and  polish 
for  themselves,  without  the  aid  of  head  or  hands.  Shells  arc  nothing 
more  than  the  thing  called  mesmerism  in  the  solid  form.  Their 
frame  work  consists  of  fibrin  thrown  oil' from  the  body  of  the  animal, 
ebinoked  oc  lilled  in  with  solid  matter  thrown  out  like  the  fibrin.  The 
stumbling-block,  to  those  educated  in  the  doctrines  of  solidism  and 
mechanical  agencies,  is  that  their  philosophy  will  not  admit  them  to 
attach  ideas  of  life,  motion,  sensibility  and  intelligence,  to  any  sub- 
stances not  provided  with  an  aparalus  to  move  by  mechanical  means, 
with  nerves,  brain,  and  organs  especially  designed  for  hearing,  seeing, 
tasting,  smelling  and  feeling.  Yet  the  beaver  and  the  snail  have  an 
additional  sense,  which  has  been  called  the  hygrornetic,  enabling  them 
ty  foretell  changes  in  the  weather.    No  organ  has  ever  been  dis- 
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covered  through  which  such  knowledge  is  communicated.  There  are 
millions  and  myriads  of  living  creatures  in  the  ocean  possessing  one  or 
more  of  the  above-mentioned  senses,  and  some  of  them  sufficient  in- 
telligence to  be  expert  navigators ;  yet  they  are  liquid  masses  having 
less  consistency  than  the  blood,  being  mere  bubbles  of  jelly  inflated 
with  atmospheric  air,  and  without  any  solid  organization  whatever. 
Even  the  membrane  enclosing  the  radiaries  is  as  foreign  to  their  ge- 
latinous bodies  as  the  shell  is  to  the  Crustacea.  The  light,  seen  in  the 
ocean  near  the  arctic  circle  and  the  equator,  is  emitted  by  myriads 
of  animals,  not  only  possessing  life,  sensation  and  intelligence,  but 
motions  as  rapid  as  meteors.  They  arc  of  less  consistence  than  the 
blood  ;  the  slightest  touch  resolves  them  into  thin  air  and  an  unctuous 
liquid.  They  prove  that  life,  with  all  its  essential  attributes,  does 
and  can  exist  in  the  liquid  and  even  in  the  aeriform  state. 

The  difficulty  of  believing  the  Mosaic  physiology,  that  the  blood 
is  the  life,  and  air  the  fountain  of  life  to  the  blood,  is  not  for  the  want 
of  facts  proving  that  substances  less  dense  possess  life,  but  is  owing 
to  the  prejudices  of  education  founded  on  too  narrow  a  platform.  The 
platform  of  Harvey,  that  the  chief  motive  power  of  the  blood  is  de- 
rived from  a  muscular  organ,  excludes  the  larger  half  of  the  animal 
creation.  Fishes  have  no  aortic  heart  to  circulate  the  blood.  They 
have  a  small,  weak  muscular  organ  to  assist  in  propelling  the  blood 
into  the  gills,  but  they  have  no  heart  to  propel  it  through  the  sys- 
temic circulation.  The  oxygenation  of  the  blood  in  the  gills  is  a  suffi- 
cient motive  power.  In  the  sturgeon  the  arteries  are  cartilaginous 
tubes,  and  can  give  the  haematokinetic  power,  derived  from  the  oxy- 
genation of  the  blood  in  the  gills,  no  assistance.  The  heart  of  the 
foetus  in  utero  does  not  beat  time  with  that  of  the  mother,  nor  are 
the  blood  corpuscles  of  the  same  size  in  the  mother  and  her  unborn 
child  ;  proving  that  it  is  not  the  same  blood,  and  is  not  circulated  by 
the  same  forces,  as  the  theory  of  Harvey  supposes.  The  law,  which 
gives  the  motive  power  to  the  blood  of  fishes — the  oxidation  of  the 
blood  in  the  gills — gives  the  motive  power  to  the  fcetal  blood ;  the 
placenta  performing  for  the  foetus  the  same  office  that  the  gills  do  for 
fishes.  The  foetus  in  utero  is,  physiologically  speaking,  a  tadpole,  the 
placenta  being  its  branchias  or  gills.  When  comparative  anatomy  is 
more  studied,  the  radical  error  of  the  received  doctrines  of  the  circu- 
lation will  become  more  apparent. 

Dowler  and  the  mcsmerizers  (I  fear  he  will  never  pardon  mc  for 
the  association)  have  done  much  to  expose  the  errors  of  the  schools 
on  the  nervous  system.  The  former  has  demonstrated  repeatedly 
that  the  phenomena  of  sensation,  voluntary  motions,  the  will,  the  pas- 
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sions,  and  some  degree  of  intelligence,  can  be  reproduced  in  animals 
deprived  of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow.  Both  have  proved  that  the 
mind  is  not  a  prisoner  in  the  bone  called  the  cranium,  as  the  learned 
world  believe.  My  experiments  prove  that  the  blood,  instead  of 
being  a  lifeless  mass,  moved  only  as  it  is  moved  by  physical  forces, 
is  highly  vital,  and  derives  from  the  oxygen  of  the  air  not  only  its 
life,  but  a  hscmatokmetic,  or  motive  power,  more  active  than  that 
which  the  needle  derives  from  the  load  stone;  that  the  motive  power 
thus  generated  is  not  dependent  on  vascular  organization,  or  any  or- 
ganization at  all,  for  its  manifestations,  as  is  proved  by  the  Articulata 
and  Radiata,  and  that  it  can  carry  the  vital  blood  beyond  the  imme- 
diate periphery  of  the  vascular  system,  as  is  proved  by  the  fibrous 
frame-work  in  the  shells  of  the  Mollusca.       Boston  Mod.  &  Surg.  Journ. 

Cunal-stroet,  New  Orleans,  June  11th,  ISM. 


WHY  HAS  YELLOW  FEVER 
CEASED  TO  VISIT  PHILADELPHIA  AS  AN  EPIDEMIC.  8* 

I  close  the  discussion  of  the  doctrine  of  contagion,  with  this  most 
significant  quere.  A  concise  response  will  develop  the  entire  merits 
of  the  controversy,  and  leave  not  an  inch  of  ground  on  which  to  rest 
the  point  so  long  and  so  strenuously  maintained  by  a  small  portion 
of  the  medical  profession.  Why  has  yellow  fever  failed  to  visit  the 
cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New- York,  as  an  epidemic,  for  nearly  one- 
fourth  of  a  century  ]  Can  this  interrogatory  be  solved  satisfactorily 
by  the  believers  in  contagion  and  importation  ;  and  if  not,  can  the 
advocates  of  domestic  origin  and  non-contagion  offer  a  plausible  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  ?    This  is  a  grave  suggestion. 

History  has  recorded  the  desolations  of  Philadelphia  in  1793,  and 
subsequent  years,  down  to  1800,  by  the  terrible  scourge  of  which  we 
are  speaking.  In  less  than  three  months,  between  three  and  four 
thousand  persons  perished  in  that  city  in  the  year  first  named,  and  in 
one  or  two  seasons  subsequently  the  mortality  was  nearly  as  great. 
It  will  appear  from  a  reference  to  the  census,  that  the  population  of 
Philadelphia  in  1793  did  not  exceed  50,400,  whereas  in  1850  it  ex- 
ceeded 400,000.  Here  we  find  a  vast  augmentation  of  subjects,  on 
which  a  truly  contagious  disease,  if  imported,  could  not  fail  to  exert 
a  terrible  influence.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state,  what  every  re- 
flecting man  would  naturally  expect,  that  the  commerce  of  Philadcl- 

*  Extract  from  Manuscript  on  the  "  Fevers  of  the  United  Stales  of  America," 
by  Thomas  I).  Mitchell,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  Ken- 
tucky School  of  Medicine. 
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phia  increased  with  its  population  ;  not  only  do  more  vessels  visit  fo- 
reign eountries,but  the  voyages  are  more  numerous  by  reason  of  the 
improvements  in  ship  building,  now  than  at  any  former  period  ;  and  be- 
tween 1793  and  1853  the  disparity  in  this  respect  is  incredibly  great. 

In  view  of  these  historical  facts,  which  cannot  be  controverted,  it 
is  quite  obvious  that  our  quere  grows  in  importance.  A  very  few 
years  after  the  settlement  of  Philadelphia,  when  its  population  did 
not  exceed  1500,  yellow  fever  was  exceedingly  fatal  ;  and  the  most 
prominent  physician,  Dr.  Bond,  endeavored  to  convince  the  people 
that  a  ship,  just  from  Dublin,  full  of  Irish  emigrants,  imported  the 
disease.*  And  in  later  years,  when  the  disease  made  more  serious 
havoc,  because  of  augmented  material,  the  same  mode  of  ace  unting 
for  its  appearance  has  been  resorted  to ;  and  hence  our  quarantine 
laws.  Was  yellow  fever  raging  in  any  foreign  port  to  which  vessels 
of  the  United  States  constantly  trade,  and  did  the  disease  make  its 
appearance  in  Philadelphia,  it  was  traced  by  not  a  few,  directly  to 
this  or  that  distant  seaport,  and  the  credulous  received  the  announce- 
ment just  as  if  it  were  a  problem  mathematically  demonstrated. 

Now,  every  Philadelphian  knows  tliat  yellow  fever  has  not  been 
heard  of  in  that  city,  as  one  of  its  epidemic  affections,  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  If  it  has  been  there  at  all,  even  sporadically, 
the  populace  did  not  know  it,  and  of  course  there  was  no  popular 
tumult  like  that  of  1793,  and  in  subsequent  years,  down  to  1800. 
And  what  is  most  remarkable  in  all  the  history  is  the  fact,  that  the 
population  and  commerce  have  been  all  the  while  rapidly  growing ; 
why  then  this  prolonged  absence  of  yellow  fever]  On  their  own 
principles  of  contagion  and  importation,  can  the  advocates  of  these 
doctrines  furnish  a  satisfactory  solution  '? 

But  we  have  quite  important  data,  of  recent  date,  to  present  in 
this  relation.  Although  it  suited  w  ell  enough  for  the  support  of  a 
mere  theory,  to  assert  that  yellow  fever  never  appeared  in  Kio  Ja- 
neiro, where  intermittents  and  remittents  have  long  been  familiar, 
only  a  few  months  elapsed  after  the  appearance  of  an  elaborate  paper 
in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science  on  this  very  point,  ere 
one  of  the  most  terribly  fatal  epidemics  of  this  very  yellow  fever  the 
world  has  ever  known,  broke  out  at  this  same  Kio.  The  London 
Lancet  has  recorded  the  fact,  that  in  1S50  not  less  than  ten  thousand 
persons  fell  before  this  awful  pestilence,  and  that  in  ten  days  in  the 
month  of  April,  1851,  no  fewer  than  eleven  hundred  victims  were 
borne  to  their  final  resting  place ;  and  all  this  in  Kio  Janeiro,  a  port 


*See  Watson's  Annals  of  Philadelphia. 
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with  which  we  have  constant  intercourse.  And  in  addition  to  these 
facts,  we  may  notice,  very  properly,  the  unusually  frequent  announce- 
ments in  our  newspapers  of  the  ravages  of  yellow  fever  in  Martinique, 
in  Porto  Rico,  in  Saint  Thomas,  and  in  various  places  which  our  mer- 
chant vessels  are  visiting  several  times  in  each  year.  Indeed,  the  in- 
formation to  which  we  refer  is  brought  into  Philadelphia,  directly 
from  the  places  referred  to,  by  her  own  vessels.  Such  has  been  the 
real  state  of  the  case  throughout  the  year  1S52,  as  well  as  in  preced- 
ing years. 

Perhaps  the  contagionists  and  importers  will  tell  us,  that  some 
other  disease,  and  therefore  not  yellow  fever,  has  done  the  mischief 
referred  to  above.  But  this  device  has  grown  so  stale,  and  is  worn 
so  literally  threadbare,  that  it  can  be  treated  only  with  contempt. 
Unfortunately,  the  disease  under  review  has  been  too  well  known  to 
be  for  a  moment  a  problematical  thing  in  the  islands  named  above, 
and  in  various  other  places,  where  its  visitations  are  looked  for  every 
year,  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  people  have  a  painful  realization  of 
the  unwelcome  truth,  that  the  disease  is  an  epidemic  of  their  locality, 
and  of  course  not  an  imported  calamity. 

Does  the  quarantine  system  of  Philadelphia  protect  the  citizens 
of  that  place  from  yellow  fever'?  Who  that  knows  the  facts  will 
deny  that  the  whole  system  is  its  own  best  refutation,  not  only,  but 
that  its  provisions  are  enforced  with  such  culpable  laxity  as  to  con- 
vince every  reflecting  mind,  that  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  safeguard 
against  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever  from  distant  places,  it  is  a 
sheer  nullity. 

But  let  the  contagionists  and  importers  make  out  their  case., 
What  will  it  amount  to  1  Is  yellow  fever  an  awfully  contagious  dis- 
ease 1  Is  the  body  of  one  man,  sick  and  dying  of  this  fever,  compe- 
tent to  the  inoculation  of  a  whole  city  ;  and  do  coffee  bags  and  ma- 
hogany logs,  brought  from  the  West  Indies,  possess  the  same  power  1 
Can  this  very  contagious  fever  be  conveyed  in  persons  and  things  on 
ship-board,  across  the  ocean  for  several  thousand  miles,  so  as  to  en- 
danger the  whole  community  of  Philadelphia  '?  Why  then  have  not 
the  protracted  tragedies  of  1793,  1794,  1795  and  1798,  been  repro- 
duced in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  even  once  during  more  than  twenty 
years?  With  the  facts  of  history  staring  them  full  in  the  face,  the 
most  rabid  contagionists  in  the  world  must  remain  dumb,  or  honestly 
and  candidly  recant.  To  my  mind,  it  is  infinitely  more  easy  to  solve 
the  ancient  problem  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  than  for  the  conta- 
gionists and  importers  to  meet  our  quere  on  their  own  principles. 

Is  it  possible  for  those  who  believe  in  the  domestic  origin  and 
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non-contagion  of  yellow  fever  to  do,  in  this  regard,  what  the  conta- 
gionists  and  importers  arc,  impotent  to  accomplish?  Can  we  ration- 
ally account  for  the  non-appearance  of  this  disease  as  an  epidemic  in 
Philadelphia,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  on  the  basis  which  all  con~ 
tagionists  utterly  repudiate 'J 

Let  us  look  into  this  matter.  We  have  seen  that  yellow  fever 
has  been  unusually  fatal,  and  on  a  broader  scale  than  heretofore, 
within  a  few  years  past,  in  places  with  which  Philadelphia  maintains 
a  constant  and  growing  intercourse  ;  and  that  notwithstanding  these 
known  facts,  the  disease  has  failed  to  desolate  the  city  for  so  many 
years,  that  two-thirds  of  all  her  physicians  have  never  seen  a  case. 
We  think  we  have  a  clear  right  to  the  inference,  from  these  pre- 
mises, that  yellow  fever  not  only  has  not  been  imported  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  but  that  it  cannot  be,  and  by  consequence,  that  its  al- 
leged contagious  attribute  falls  to  the  ground. 

Why  then  has  yellow  fever  ceased  to  desolate  Philadelphia1? 
And  here  our  reliance  must  be  on  historic  facts.  What  these  amount 
to,  we  shall  now  endeavor  to  set  forth  as  concisely  as  may  be,  not 
doubting  that  the  developments  to  be  made  will  be  satisfactory.  And, 
while  we  say  satis/ac tyry,  we  by  no  means  intend  to  be  understood  as 
speaking  of  some  who  will  not  be  convinced  by  any  amount  of  evi- 
dence. It  falls  not  within  the  range  of  our  plan  to  enlighten  any  who 
will  not  see. 

The  historic  facts  to  which  reference  has  been  made  are,  1st.  The 
unwholesome  quality  of  the  pump  water,  and  its  abandonment.  2d. 
The  enaction  of  rigid  laws  for  insuring  cleanliness.  3d.  The  renova- 
ted condition  of  the  river  front,  and  the  speedy  removal  of  all  nui- 
sances. All  these  schemes  for  promoting  the.  healthfulness  were 
strictly  local,  and  aimed,  not  at  keeping  a  foreign  fever  in  its  own 
hotbed,  but  in  purifying  home,  and  rendering  it  safe,  and  even  salu- 
tary. 

In  volume  2d,  page  457,  of  Watson's  Annals  of  Philadelphia,  we 
read  thus :  "There  was  little,  or  no  desire  expressed  by  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  for  any  other  than  good  pump  water,  till  after  the  yel- 
low fever  of  1793.  Then,  when  the  mind  was  alive  to  every  sug- 
gested danger  of  ill  health,  the  idea  of  pump  water  being  no  longer 
good,  found  its  increasing  supporters." 

In  the  same  work  it  is  stated,  "  that  the  first  erection  of  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Water  Works  took  place  in  1799." 

There  are  many  persons  who  do  not  know,  that  in  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Philadelphia  it  was  generally  supposed  that  the  city 
would  never  go  westward  beyond  Fifth-street.    The  Governor's  man- 
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sion,  Christ  Church,  the  first  Presbyterian,  and  the  first  Baptist 
church  premises,  were  located  within  two  or  three  squares  of  the 
river  bank,  and  the  city  was  as  compact  a  mass  of  edifices,  cast  of 
Fifth-str£et,  as  the  area  would  permit,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  as 
early  as  1799.  The  wells  had  been  dug  and  pumps  placed  in  them, 
without  reference  to  the  encroachment  of  habitations  for  the  emi- 
grants ;  and  although  the  water  was  at  first  very  pure,  yet  the  rapid 
multiplication  of  privies,  which  the  laws  required  to  be  sunk  to  <<• 
specified  depth,  gradually  tainted  nearly  all  the  wells,  so  as  to  disgust 
new  comers  exceedingly.  Well  do  I  remember  the  time,  in  my  boy- 
hood, when  after  a  Saturday  afternoon  ramble  to  the  Schuylkill,  we 
regaled  ourselves  at  the  old  brick-kiln  pump,  as  it  was  called,  on 
Cedar-street,  near  the  present  Broad-street,  it  was  really  a  treat  to 
men  as  well  as  lads,  to  drink  of  that  pure  water  ;  for  there  were  not 
more  than  one  or  two  wells  beside  where  the  water  was  really  good. 

Now  if  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  water  tainted  by  percolation 
from  a  thousand  or  more  privies,  constituted  the  daily  drink  of  the 
population,  as  a  beverage  not  only,  but  that  vast  quantities  were 
constantly  consumed  in  various  dietetic  processes,  it  will  not  be 
deemed  strange  that  Philadelphians,  even  in  1793,  when  their  num- 
ber did  not  exceed  50,000,  began  to  talk  freely  of  schemes  for  the 
supply  of  pure  water. 

The  water-works  of  1799  met  the  difficulty  adverted  to,  and  gave 
to  the  city  the  pure  water  of  the  Schuylkill,  uncontaminated  with  fac- 
tories, whose  refuse  and  sickly  drains  have,  in  more  modern  times, 
lessened  its  salubrious  qualities.  Such  was  the  change  in  point  of 
purity,  that  although  tepid  in  the  summer,  the  Schuylkill  water  was 
almost  universally  preferred  to  the  very  cold  issues  from  the  old 
pumps.  And  the  expedient  proving,  as  it  did,  highly  satisfactory  in 
kind,  the  way  was  prepared  for  the  mammoth  establishment  now 
everywhere  known  as  the  Fairmoimt  Water  Works ;  and  during  the 
last  fifteen  years,  not  a  well  in  the  city  has  been  resorted  to,  as  a 
means  for  the  gratification  of  thirst. 

Nor  was  this  mighty  water  revolution  restricted  to  internal  use. 
The  water,  carried  into  almost  every  dwelling,  and  ready  to  gush  out 
from  hundreds  of  fire-plugs  on  the  streets,  not  only  secured  against 
fire,  but  gave  to  the  people  such  an  engine  for  universal  cleanliness 
as  Philadelphia  never  i-ealised  before.  The  market-places,  hitherto 
insupportably  filthy,  became,  under  the  new  regime,  fit  specimens  of 
the  cleanly  and  wholesome ;  and  now,  twice  a  week  during  the  sum- 
mer, are  their  pavements  deluged  with  the  Schuylkill  water.  The 
same  facility  for  cleanliness  is  seen  by  the  stranger  in  all  parts  of  the 
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city  during  the  months  of  the  hot  season,  in  the  flooding  of  the  gut- 
ters to  such  an  extent  as  to  wash  away  every  sort  of*  accumulated 
filth. 

The  medical  reader  of  facts,  setting  forth  the  renovated  health  of 
whole  families  and  communities,  merely  by  a  total  and  perpetual 
change  of  water,  in  other  countries,  will  be  at  no  loss  to  appreciate 
fully  the  vast  benefits  resulting  to  the  entire  population  of  Philadel- 
phia, by  the  disuse  of  filthy  and  noxious  well  water,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  limpid  stream  in  its  stead.  And  if  there  had  been  no  other 
improvements  in  the  city,  calculated  to  insure  its  healthfulness,  this 
alone  might  have  been  relied  on  by  all  future  writers  as  the  grand 
instrumentality  in  saving  the  city  from  epidemic  yellow  fever,  which 
has  never  jound  place  in  Philadelphia  since  the  universal  introduction 
of  the  Schuylkill  water. 

Our  second  item,  viz.  the  enaction  of  laws  for  securing  general 
cleanliness  in  the  city,  merits  a  passing  notice.  For,  apart  from  the 
constant  washing  of  markets  and  gutters  with  river  water,  the  laws 
forbade  the  old  custom  of  throwing  offal  vegetable  and  animal  mat- 
ters into  the  streets  ;  and  carts  were  to  be  seen,  as  now,  in  every 
street  daily,  ready  to  take  away  the  refuse  natters,  placed  in  buckets 
or  barrels  on  the  footway  for  that  purpose.  The  privies  were  put 
under  a  rigid  police  system,  so  that  by  emptying  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, and  by  the  addition  of  quicklime  in  the  spring,  their  tendency 
to  contaminate  the  air  is  almost  nullified.  These  matters  are  not  so 
many  dead  letters  on  the  statute  book,  but  are  the  subjects  of  a  con- 
stant and  vigilant  espionage. 

But  inasmuch  as  the  river  front  (we  mean  on  the  Delaware)  was- 
by  far  the  most  filthy  and  offensive  portion  of  the  city,  presenting 
unsightly  holes  for  the  breaking  down  of  drays  and  carts,  as  well  as 
most  noxious  heaps  of  all  sorts  of  decomposable  matters,  left  for  weeks 
to  putrify  and  send  forth  their  sickly  exhalations,  it  is  quite  important 
to  mark  the  revolution  there.  The  boy  who  left  Philadelphia  for 
Europe  in  1800,  and  who  should  come  back  in  1853,  to  survey  Wa- 
ter-street and  the  alleys  leading  thence  to  the  river,  and  the  entire 
river  front  of  several  miles  in  length,  would  find  himself  in  a  new 
region,  and  might  well  begin  to  conjecture  that  he  was  in  the  wrong 
place.  In  lieu  of  mud  streets,  abounding  in  vast  gullies  and  inde- 
scribable filth,  the  whole  region  presents  a  firm  and  uniform  stone 
pavement,  with  brick  sidewalks,  wharves  kept  in  the  best  possible 
condition,  and  the  lodgment  of  filth  made  indictable,  as  a  common 
nuisance. 

In  view  of  these  local  improvements,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
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after  the  year  1799,  let  me  inquire,  whether  expedients  very  mueh  of 
the  same  nature,  have  not  eradicated  the  endemic  character  of  many 
localities  on  our  great  Western  rivers?  Why  have  merely  nominal 
villages,  once  containing  not  more  than  a  dozen  dwellings,  and  scarcely 
inhabitable  by  reason  of  periodical  fevers,  grown  to  be  quite  large 
towns,  ranging  between  one  and  three  thousand  inhabitants,  who 
enjoy  as  good  a  share  of  health  as  the  people  of  older  cities  ?  The 
answer  is  at  hand,  for  1  have  witnessed  the  revolution,  and  cm  there- 
fore speak  of  it  confidently.  The  holes,  ravines,  and  dykes  hnve  been 
filled,  so  as  to  present  a  gradual,  even  slope  upward  from  the  river 
bank.  All  the  sources  of  foul  exhalations  have  been  and  are  carefully 
removed,  and  where  the  swell  of  the  Mississippi  formerly  made  its 
mark  for  days  and  weeks,  large-  storehouses  and  dwellings  of  good 
structure  are  to  be  seen.  The  hand  of  industry  and  thrift  has  been 
there,  and  the  place  is  no  longer  the  hot-bed  of  agues  and  fevers.  And 
just  so  has  it  been  with  the  now  great,  but  once  small  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  sources  of  its  former  epidemic  desolations  have  been 
annihilated.    The  sequel  has  been  told  already. 

The  entire  controversy  about  importation  and  contagion  of  yel- 
low fever,  so  far  as  Philadelphia  is  a  part  of  that  controversy,  can  be 
compressed  within  the  circumference  of  a  nut-shell,  thus  : 

1st.  Yellow  fever  has  been  a  most  desolating  scourge  in  former 
years,  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

2d.  The  population  and  commerce  of  that  city  have  been  vastly 
increased  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  ;  and  yellow  fever  is 
the  same  terrible  scourge  in  places  to  which  our  vessels  constantly 
trade,  as  it  ever  was. 

3d.  As  an  epidemic,  or  in  any  other  way  to  excite  alarm  and 
terror,  this  disease  has  been  so  entirely  absent  from  Philadelphia  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  that  not  one  in  one  hundred  of  all  her  vast 
army  of  physicians  has  ever  seen  a  case  within  its  geographical 
limits. 

4th.  Yellow  fever  has  not  been  imported  into  Philadelphia  for  a 
period  exceeding  twenty  years,  and  the  fair  inference  from  this  fact 
is,  that  it  cannot  be,  and  that  it  never  was  imported.  And  as  impor- 
tation and  contagion  are  inseparable  as  the  Siamese  twins,  if  one  be 
annihilated,  the  extinction  of  the  other  necessarily  follows. 

PHYSICISANS  AND  APOTHECARIES. 

In  the  last,  number  of  the  Medical  Recorder  an  article  appears 
under  this  caption,  concerning  which  the.  present  writer  wishes  to  say 
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something.  The  article  commences  with  quoting  the  position  taken 
1))'  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  against  uniting  the 
occupation  of  the  Physician  and  Apothecary,  and  the  writer  proceeds 
to  extend  that  position  so  far  as  to  disapprove  of  Physicians  keeping 
Medicines  in  their  office,  and  to  recommend  practicing  entirely  by 
written  prescriptions, 

With  the  Pharmarceutical  Association  we  have  no  difference, — 
we  think  it  very  undesirable  that  the  Practicing  Physician  and  the 
Apothecary  should  he  combined  in  one  individual ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  deem  it  exceedingly  problematic  whether  the  Physicians  of 
Memphis  would  do  well  to  banish  their  vials  and  their  galipots,  and 
rel}  upon  the  science  and  integrity  of  the  nearest  druggist  to  execute 
their  prescriptions.  In  Philadelphia  indeed  there  are  apothecaries  who 
have  spent  their  lives  in  acquiring  the  extensive  and  accurate  know- 
ledge essential  to  the  safe  performance  of  their  vitally  important 
duties.  Again,  they  have  their  colleges  of  Pharmacy,  and  a  great 
number  of  the  Apothecaries  and  their  assistants  have  not  only  attend- 
ed courses  of  lectures  there,  but  received  diplomas  after  examinations, 
such  as  thoroughly  to  test  their  competency. 

In  Memphis  all  this  is  different,  in  the  first  place  the  wholesale 
and  retail  branches  of  the  Drug  business  have  not  been  sufficiently; 
separated  to  allow  men  to  devote  so  close  an  attention  to  the  dispens- 
ing department  as  to  qualify  themselves  for  it.  We  speak  advisedly, 
let  any  man  decide  the  question  for  himself  who  has  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, as  we  have,  of  observing  the  course  of  a  young  man  destined  for 
this  business. 

He  commences  at  from  12  to  15  years  old,  and  is  immediately 
set  down  to  bottling  Castor  Oil  and  Turpentine,  wrapping  Seidlitz 
Powders,  manufacturing  Genuine  Bear  Oil  out  of  Hog's  lard. — bot- 
tling and  labelling  the  same  with  varying  degrees  of  plainness  or 
splendor,  according  as  it  is  to  lubricate  the  Ethiops,'  wool,  or  diffuse 
softness  and  fragrance  amid  beauty's  tresses:  and  all  this  time  if 
from  C  in  the  morning  till  10  at  night  he  sits  down  except  at  meal 
times,  or  occupies  half  an  hour  in  relaxation  or  reading  for  his  own 
benefit,  he  draws  down  a  series  of  unmistakeable  hints  from  his  seniors 
in  the  establishment,  that  he  is  committing  an  unprecedented  infrac- 
tion upon  business  rules. 

As  soon  as  he  can  tie  a  neat  bundle  and  read  some  of  the  Latin 
labels  upon  the  jars,  he  makes  his  debut  behind  the  counter,  and  in 
a  few  months  is  sufficiently  versed  in  the  mysteries  of  3,  3  .  3  ,  to 
officiate  at  the  prescription  case. 

When  and  wheue  has  this  youth  had  the  time  to  qualify  himself 
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for  his  fearfully  responsible  occupation,  if  he  spent  as  many  years  as 
he  does  months  in  doing  so]  If  the  store  he  is  engaged  in  is  cluing 
any  considerable  business,  the  occupation  ©f  putting  up  articles  for 
sale,  offering  them  to  customers,  and  packing  them  when  sold,  takes 
uj)  his  disposable  time,  with  the  exception  that  now  and  then  he 
rushes  from  the  packing  case  to  the  prescription  case,  and  back  again; 
and  the  result  is  obvious,  nob  a  physician  in  this  city  is  unable  to  fur- 
nish an  instance  where  incompetence,  and  in  some  cases,  w  e  fear,  want 
of  integrity  has  occasioned  such  errors  as  to  preclude  any  possible 
confidence  which  physicians,  or  the  public,  can  have  in  the  results  of 
written  £>rescriptions.  This  is  very  delicate  ground  and  at  present  we 
decline  pursuing  it  any  further. 

But  for  another  reason  we  think  it  not  at  all  undesirable,  for  the 
young  Physician  especially,  to  compound  his  own  prescriptions.  It 
gives  him  a  practical  acquaintance  with  the  substances  of  the  Materia 
Mediea,  their  physical  properties,  the  physical  and  chemical  results  of 
their  combination,  and  a  variety  of  other  collateral  points,  without 
a  knowledge  of  which  (acquirable  only  by  practice)  he  is  liable  to 
constant  and  ludicrous  mistakes  in  writing  prescriptions,  such  as  order- 
ing impossible  solutions,  pills  of  materials  which  will  not  form  a  mass, 
or  large  enough  to  choke  the  gullet  of  a  Polyphemus;  in  short  no 
physician  will  give  judicious  instructions  to  the  apothecary  who  is  not 
himself  largely  imbued  with  the  mysteries  of  the  craft.  For  these 
reasons  we  counsel  any  young  physician  starting  in  Memphis,  to  get 
a  moderate  but  well  chosen  assortment  of  Drugs,  and  go  to  work 
with  the  pestle  and  mortar,  even  if  he  does  inflict  upon  himself  some 
drudgery  quite  unworthy  the  intellectual  claims  of  a  newly  fledged 
M.  D.  And  though  (what  comes  nearer  home)  he  incurs  an  expense 
for  very  little  of  which  he  will  ever  be  remunerated.        T>,  ¥.  W. 

Selections* 

Post  Obit  Examination  of  the  Criminal  Spring. 

On  Saturday,  June  11,  at  noon,  the  body  of  Arthur  Spring,  a 
criminal  executed  in  this  county,  on  the  preceding  day,  was  brought 
into  the  anatomical  theatre  of  the  Philadelphia  college  of  Medicine, 
now  in  session,  for  autopsical  examination.  This  was  performed  by 
Professor  James  M'Clintock,  and  occupied  almost  two  hours,  and  Mas 
witnessed  by  a  large  audience  of  invited  medical  guests  and  students 
of  the  college.    It  was  most  interesting  and  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as 
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appearances  were  demonstrated  that  are  by  no  means  of  usual  occur- 
rence, under  such  circumstances,  and  an  opportunity  was  afforded  of 
showing  the  fallacy  of  the  vulgar  opinion  as  to  these  appearances. 
The  criminal  had  died  instantly,  slight  muscular  tremors  being  alone 
observed  after  the  falling  of  the  drop,  and  yet  the  universal  idea  that 
fracture  must  have  occurred  with  pressure  of  the  medulla  spinalis, 
was  in  no  wise  correct.  Neither  was  there  cerebral  congestion,  com- 
mon in  victims  of  strangulation.  The  brain,  ventricles,  and  mem- 
branes presented  even  less  congestion,  and  extravasation  than  is  ob- 
served in  a  common  febrile  case.  The  conjunctiva  was  not  reddened, 
the  balls  not  protuded,  the  lips  not  blackened,  the  countenance  not 
distorted,  not  placid ;  there  was  no  effusion  from  mouth,  cars  or  nos- 
trils. This  want  of  usual  results  was  alone  sufficient  to  excite 
interest,  and  the  most  marked  attention  was  paid  as  the  doctor  pro- 
ceeded. 

The  skin,  facia',  and  muscles  of  the  neck  were  removed,  and  there 
blood  was  found  in  coagulated  masses  lying  between  the  muscles  and 
around  the  vessels.  The  thyro-hyoid  ligament  was  disruptured,  and 
a  large  gap  observed  directly  under  the  cord.  The  hyoid  bone,  epi- 
glottis and  tongue  were  forced  high  up  into  the  mouth.  Every  pos- 
sibility of  communication  from  the  exterior  by  the  trachea  into  the 
lungs  was  entirely  prevented.  The  large  vessels  were  disrupted  and 
the  respiratory  nerves  torn  across.  Here  then  was  cause  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  sudden  death,  instantaneous  suffocation ;  and  suspension 
of  innervation.  The  curvical  vertebras  and  ligaments  were  noways 
unnatural.  No  disruption,  discoloration  or  fracture  had  occurred,  nor 
had  the  spinal  marrow  been  at  all  impinged  upon. 

In  other  respects,  nothing  more  unusual  was  remarked  than  is 
generally  observed  in  men  of  health  who  suddenly  are  thus  deprived 
of  their  lives.  In  the  left  side  of  the  cerebrum  there  was  a  dark 
yellow  spot,  indicative  of  some  long-standing  disease,  and  the  fact  of 
the  existence  of  such  disease  was  substantiated  by  the  criminal's 
friends.  The  lungs  presented  adhesions,  but  only  such  as  a  chronic 
catarrh  might  occasion.    The  abdominal  viscera  were  healthy. 

The  criminal  was  five  feet  eight  inches  in  height,  stout,  bull-neck- 
ed, and  bull-headed.  His  features  were  rather  engaging,  but  indica- 
tive of  stubbornness  and  determined  will.  The  posterior  inferior  part 
of  the  head  was  immense,  and  indeed  the  cerebellum  was  of  itself  a 
curiosity  from  its  size.  Phrenologically,  cautiousness,  secretiveness, 
destructiveness  and  stubbornness  (?)  were  proportionately  large,  and 
fully  accorded  with  the  exhibitions  of  character  he  has  made  since  his 
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arrest.  His  muscular  system  was  well  developed,  his  abdomen  large, 
the  fatty  covering  excessive. 

This  case  offers  another  powerful  argument  against  the  popular 
notion,  common  even  among  professional  men,  that  there  must  be 
cervical  fracture.  Indeed,  the  suddenness  of  the  death,  and  the  mo- 
bility of  the  head,  induced  many  publicly  to  proclaim  this  as  the 
cause  of  death,  and  nothing  could  have  been  happier  than  Dr.  M'Clin- 
tock's  demonstration  of  their  error.  Not  even  the  lunation  of  the 
axis  that  does  occasionally  happen  was  here  seen,  but  fracture  of  the 
wind  pipe,  and  at  a  site  too  that  many  would  unhesitatingly  pro- 
nounce impossible.  Nor  in  any  of  the  instances  of  criminals  executed 
in  this  county  during  the  last  five  years,  all  of  whom  have  been  ex- 
amined by  Professor  M'Clintock,  at  this  institution,  has  a  fractured 
atlas  or  dentata  ever  been  observed,  and  in  but  one  a  dislocation  from 
ruptured  ligament.  A.  L.  G. 

Philadelphia  M.  &  S.  Journal. 

Introductory  Lecture. 

[That  of  Professor  Boling  is  so  full  of  Southern  (ire,  so  hopeful  and 
sanguine,  so  locomotive  and  go-a-headative,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
earnest  and  eloquent,  that  we  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  treat  our 
readers  with  a  specimen.  The  Medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Nashville  has  certainly  astounded  all  the  "old  fogies"  by  its  early 
success.  Professor  Boling  is  the  right  kind  of  material  to  make  Pro- 
fessors  of,  and  we  commend  him  as  a  model  lecturer  fully  up  to  the 
times  in  this  age  of  progress.] 

"  There  are  but  two  great  medical  centers  in  the  Union,  and  the 
struggle  for  supremacy  will  be  between  them — Philadelphia  of  the 
North,  and  Nashville  of  the  South.  It  will  not  be  impertinent,  there- 
fore, to  enter  into  a  short  inquiry  concerning  the  ultimate  advantages 
of  the  two  points — I  say  ultimate,  because  at  present  it  would  be 
unjust  to  Nashville  to  compare  or  contrast  them.  In  a  few  years 
Nashville  will  be  one  of  the  most  accessible  points  in  the  Union.  All 
who  have  investigated  the  matter,  agree  that  in  reference  to  the  great 
plexus  of  rail-roads  finished,  in  progress,  and  in  contemplation,  it  is 
her  "manifest  destiny"  to  become  the  great  crossing  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent. — With  regard  to  her  latitude,  she  is  as  far  South  as 
the  great  foundation  of  medicine.  Anatomy  can  ever  be  satisfacto- 
rily studied,  and  she  is  as  far  North  as  is  safe  to  Southern  constitu- 
tions in  the  winter-months.  Position,  then,  secures  to  her  the  patron- 
age of  the  great  South  and  South-west.  This  of  itself  only  partially 
concentrated  would  place  her  at  once  in  advance  of  Philadelphia,  and 
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this  the  most  short  sighted  cannot  fail  to  sec  she  is  destined  to  secure. 
But  she  will  do  more.    She  is  no  less  certain  of  Northern  patronage. 
Being  the  great  crossing  of  the  United  States,  she  will  be  on  the  road 
from  every  point  North,  to  every  point  South.    There  is  a  strong 
proclivity,  amounting  almost  to  an  instinct  in  young  men  of  the  East 
and  North  of  large  hope  and  small  capital,  to  look  towards  the  sunny 
South  for  a  home  and  biding  place.    And  with  no  class  does  this 
exist  to  a  greater  extent  than  with  young  physicians.    The  prejudice, 
every  day  strengthening  with  the  mass  of  our  Southern  people,  against 
medical  beginners  who  received  their  medical  instruction  in  Northern 
schools,  will  make  it  the  interest  of  those  Northern  young  men  who 
study  medicine  with  a  view  to  a  Southern  home,  to  prosecute  their 
studies  in  a  Southern  school.    If  they  come  South  for  that  purpose, 
what  city  with  a  medical  school  so  likely  to  attract  them  as  Nash- 
ville?   In  the  first  place,  it  is  precisely  in  their  line  of  travel  South. 
It  is  far  enough  North  to  afford  all  the  anatomical  facilities  of  New- 
York  or  Philadelphia,  while  it  is  yet  a  Southern  city  where  such  prac- 
tical precepts  are  taught  as  will  fit  them  for  a  successful  practice  of 
the  profession  in  the  beginning,  in  a  Southern  latitude.    It  is  not  so 
far  South  as  to  endanger  the  Northern  constitution,  but  just  far 
enough  to  fit  and  prepare  it  for  the  regions  beyond,  where  the  talent- 
ed adventurer  would  desire  to  fix  his  residence.    In  the  race  with 
Philadelphia,  Nashville  possesses  this  great  advantage : — While  it  is 
the  suggestion  of  every  probability  from  the  considerations  which  we 
have  ennumerated,  that  Nashville  will  concentrate,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  medical  patronage  of  the  South,  probability  points  with  equal 
certainty  to  the  conclusion,  that  in  the  North  a  progressively  increas- 
ing tendency  to  diffusion  must  exist.    Philadelphia  can  pretend  no 
natural  advantages  over  New- York  and  Boston.    The  natural  advan- 
tages which  Nashville  possesses  over  Southern  cities,  Philadelphia 
can  never  boast  over  Northern  cities — even  her  hospitals  are  not  su- 
perior to  those  of  New-York  and  Boston,  and  there  is  but  a  single 
reason  why  she  has  heretofore  kept  in  advance  of  her  Northern  rivals. 
The  head  of  her  school  for  nearly  half  a  century  was  a  Southern  man, 
and  around  him  clustered  Southern  students,  and  the  excess  of  the 
classes  of  Philadelphia,  as  the  annual  catalogues  demonstrate  over 
those  of  her  Northern  rivals  consists  exclusively  of  Southern  students. 
A  single  Southern  State,  the  Old  Dominion,  for  a  great  number  of 
years,  for  this  reason,  furnished  so  great  a  number  of  her  classes  that 
in  the  city  a  medical  student,  it  was  taken  for  granted,  was  a  Vir. 
ginian.   I  remember  to  have  heard  thirty  years  ago  a  physician,  then 
not  long  returned  to  Kentucky,  from  whence  with  several  Kentucki- 
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atls,  he  had  gone  to  Philadelphia  to  prosecute  his  medical  studies,  say, 
m  allusion  to  this  subject,  that  when,  upon  one  occasion  there,  just  as 
he  and  his  two  tall  fellow-students  were  entering  the  street  from  their 
boarding  house,  a  bevy  of  city  belles  passed,  when  one  of  them,  eye- 
ing the  tall  trio,  cried  out,  'Whoop!  Virginia  doctors  turned  out 
here  as  tall  as  poplars and  to  this  day  the  students  there  are  called 
Virginia  doctors  by  the  citizens.  While  I  would  be  second  to  none 
in  subscribing  to  the  genius  and  talents  of  Benjamin  Rush,  I  have 
often  smiled  when  I  have  heard  distinguished  medical  men  ascribe 
the  early  eclat  and  the  subsequent  glory  of  the  great  Philadelphia 
school  of  medicine  to  him.  Why,  that  school  with  no  rival  and  Rush 
at  its  head  was  twenty  years  at  work  before  it  succeeded  in  number- 
ing as  many  students  as  we  now  this  day  have  in  Nashville,  at  the 
commencement  of  our  second  session !  And  never  until  she  intro- 
duced a  Southern  clement  of  force  to  become  the  nucleus  of  Southern 
students,  did  she  surpass  our  present  class.  With  all  the  advantage 
which  results  to  her  from  the  students  of  her  numerous  alumni,  when 
the  magic  of  her  Southern  head  has  disappeared  from  the  horizon,  she 
cannot  hope  to  surpass  Boston  or  New-York.  The  heads  of  her  three 
great  chairs  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  surgery,  and  anatomy,  were 
from  Maryland  and  Virginia — and  true  to  her  interest,  she  has  re- 
cently fdled  the  chair  of  chemistry,  vacated  by  death,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  distinguished  gentleman  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  Her 
great  rival,  the  ■  Jefferson  Medical  College,  which  sprang  up  beneath 
her  shadow,  after  years  of  struggle  for  existence,  in  imitation  of  the 
example  of  the  University,  finally  looked  to  the  South  for  help — she 
drew  from  the  South  the  heads  of  the  three  great  chairs  of  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  surgery,  and  obstetrics,  besides  the  professor  of  the 
institutes  from  the  University  of  Virginia.  Iter  struggle  was  soon  at 
an  end — she  immediately  gained  upon  and  absolutely  passed  the 
great  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  first  medical  school  in  America. 
"Kach  of  these  great  schools  have  four  professors  from  the  South,  and 
the  three  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Georgia  have  furnished 
the  whole  number.  These  facts  solve  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
dullest  comprehension,  the  problem  of  the  triumph  of  Philadelphia 
over  all  Northern  competition.  Her  catalogues  show  that  her  stu- 
dents, like  her  professors,  are  from  the  South. 

"The  first  inroads  upon  the  prosperity  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  medi- 
cal point  of  view,  will  result  from  the  multiplication  of  medical  col- 
leges in  the  South-west.  These  will  absorb  her  Southern  patronage, 
reduce  her  classes  to  those  of  New-York  and  Boston,  and  obliterate 
her  prestige  of  supremacy.    This  will  so  change  the.  direction  of  her 
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policy,  as  in  course  of  time,  to  absolutely  reverse  it,  when  she  will  fill 
her  chairs  with  Northern  professors  in  the  competition  for  Northern 
patronage. 

"The  future  historian  of  scientific  progress  in  this  country,  will 
dwell  upon  the  feature  I  am  pointing  out  as  a  curious  anomaly — and 
it  is  one  of  my  objects,  in  this  discussion,  to  give  him  a  clue  while  I 
lessen  his  labors: — That  the  great  Southern  people  refused  to  patron- 
ize their  scientific  men,  unless  upon  the  condition  of  ostracism;  for 
while  they  remained  in  the  South,  they  were  without  honor  or  patron- 
age, but  when  they  went  North,  the  South  sent  their  chivalrous  sons  tc 
cluster  around  them.  And  such  of  her  sons  as  were  pursuing  other 
studies  at  home,  she  provided  with  Northern  teachers !  Noble,  gene- 
rous South !  who  will  gainsay  thy  magnanimity  ?  Thou  has  given 
thy  philosophers  to  thy  Northern  sister,  and  in  twenty  years  hast  sent 
five  millions  of  dollars  to  her  in  payment  for  philosophy ! 

"  In  view  of  these  considerations,  which  I  have  only  time  to  sug- 
gest, not  enforce,  will  any  one  undertake  to  say  it  is  folly  to  predict, 
that  in  less  than  ten  years  Philadelphia,  as  a  centre  of  medical  educa- 
tion, will  be  second  to  Nashville  1  I  put  it  upon  record,  and  risk  the 
odium  which  attaches  to  a  false  prophet,  as  I  did  when  I  prophesied, 
when  struggling  with  a  few  medical  friends  to  organize  a  medical 
school  here,  amid  the  jeers  of  many,  and  misgivings  of  nearly  all,  that 
we  would  number  at  our  first  session  the  largest  first  class  that  ever 
assembled  in  America,  or  probably  in  the  world.  What  was  then 
prophecy  is  now  history,  and  what  is  this  day  prophecy  will  be  his- 
tory in  ten  years  or  less,  upon  the  single  condition  that  the  city  or  the 
State  stand  by  us  as  it  should. — 'I  am  not  mad,  but  speak  the  words 
of  truth  and  soberness  ' — I  speak  of  the  Nashville  school — I  speak  not 
of  those  who  now  minister  at  its  altars.  It  will  go  on  increasing  in 
greatness,  no  matter  what  be  their  destiny.  Its  very  greatness  may 
overwhelm  and  crush  them,  for  a  single  spirit  may  raise  a  whirl- 
wind that  a  legion  can  neither  direct  nor  (piiet,  but  fate  itself  cannot 
expunge  their  efforts  from  its  history. 

Case  of  a  Female,  the  Mother  of  Seven  Children,  who  had 
never  Menstruated. 

By  S.  T.  Gregory,  M.  D. — With  remarks  by  C.  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.  Professor  of 
Midwifery  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

To  Isaac  hays,  M.  D. 

Editor  of  the  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  March  20.  1853. 
SIR) — 1  lately  recieved  a  letter  from  Dr.  Gregory,  of  Warrenton, 
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Missouri,  which  appears  to  me  so  interesting  as  to  merit  a  place  in 
your  Journal.  It  does  not  seem  necessary  to  publish  the  whole  of 
the  communication  with  which  Dr.  Gregory  has  favored  me.  I 
therefore  beg  to  offer  for  your  press  the  following  extracts : 

Warrenton,  Missouri,  Jan.  18,  1823. 

Prof.  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D. 

Dear  Sir  :  Quere. — "  Is  a  woman  who  never  menstruated  capable 
of  conceiving  and  bearing  children'?"  This  is  a  question  that  has  often- 
times presented  itself  to  my  mind;  and  from  all  the  information  I 
possess  on  the  physiology  of  menstruation,  I  unhesitatingly  decided  in 
the  negative.  And,  I  will  further  state  that,  for  fear  my  opinions  upon 
the  subject  were  incorrect,  or  too  hastily  rrrived  at,  I  spared  no  pains 
nor  labor  to  consult  the  highest  and  most  reliable  authorities,  (both 
French,  English  and  American,)  but  could  iind  but  little,  however,  in 
favor  of  the  proposition;  and  nothing  in  the  main,  satisfactory  or 
conclusive.  It  was  my  good  fortune  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression) in  the  summer  of  1846,  to  meet  with  a  case  just  in  point. 
I  was  consulted  by  Mr. — on  account  of  his  wife,  who,  he  informed 
me,  had  been  complaining  for  some  weeks  of  the  following  symp- 
toms :  costiveness,  headache,  sleeplessness,  erructations,  &c.  &c. 
Thinking  that  the  symptoms  as  described  were  the  results  of  indiges- 
tion, I  prescribed  a  few  pills  of  extract  colocynth.  comp.  with  extract, 
hyos  and  an  antacid  and  tonic,  to  be  taken  pro  renata.  After  recom- 
mending the  above  treatment,  I  accidentally  asked  him  the  further 
question,  "  if  his  wife  was  regular  in  her  monthly  courses]"  and  to 
this  he  gave  me  the  following  reply :  "  In  that  respect,  Doctor,  my 
wife  is  very  curious.  From  all  I  can  learn,  she  is  not  as  other  women. 
She  has  never  been  in  that  state  since  we  were  married,  and  she  as- 
sures me  that  she  never  was  so  before  marrying."  lie  stated  that 
she  was  the  mother  of  six  living  children,  all  boys,  and  that  she  was 
then  far  advanced  in  pregnancy.  As  I  had  attended  her  in  several 
previous  labours,  he  also  requested  me  to  attend  her  again.  To  this 
I  readily  consented,  and  in  due  time  I  was  called  upon.  Thinking 
that  he  had  probably  been  deceived  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  his 
wife,  I  thought  this  would  be  a  most  auspicious  opportunity  to  learn 
the  facts  from  the  lady  herself.  She  was  safely  delivered  of  a  well 
formed  male  child,  without  an  untoward  symptom.  So  soon  as  deli- 
cacy and  a  sense  of  prudence  would  admit,  I  related  to  her  the  conver- 
sation I  had  had  with  her  husband  some  months  previous,  and  she  as. 
sured  me  that  all  he  had  said  on  that  matter  was  true  to  the  word. 

She  stated  that  she  had  never  in  her  life  been  unwell,  like  other 
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women.  She  had  never  experienced  the  usual  symptoms  proceeding 
or  attending  menstruation.  She  had  never  been  troubled  with  any 
vicarious  discharge,  except  twice,  when  she  threw  up  some  dark 
grumous  blood.  Her  general  health  had  usually  been  good  —  so 
much  so  that  she  had  been  able,  most  of  the  time,  to  attend  to  domes- 
tic affairs  without  much  assistance.  Now,  this  was  certainly  a  novel 
case  to  me,  and  one  that  I  felt  much  interest  in.  It  also  satisfied  me 
that,  while  it  is  almost  as  natural  for  a  woman  to  menstruate  as  it  is 
for  her  to  breathe,  yet  now  and  then  cases  do  appear,  where  women 
who  have  never  menstruated  may  conceive  and  bear  children.  These 
cases  may  certainly  be  considered  anomalous. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  ask  you  again,  to  pardon  me  for  thus  intruding 
upon  your  time,  and  patiance  with  this  uninteresting  letter;  and,  with 
considerations  of  the  greatest  regard;  believe  me,  yours,  very  respect- 
fully, 9.  T.  Gregory. 

After  reading  the  above  extract  from  Dr.  Gregory's  letter,  it 
appears  to  me  necessary  only  to  make  the  reflection,  that  as  fecunda- 
tion without  a  previous  act  of  ovulation,  it  is  not  to  be  deemed  pos- 
sible this  lady  was  the  subject  of  the  germproducing  act  as  fully  as 
any  other  woman  can  be — and  that,  as  the  menstrual  discharge  is 
nothing  more  than  a  simple  physiological  effusion  of  blood,  determined 
bv  the  process  of  ovulation,  it  is  for  many  women  indifferent  whether 
the  sanguineous  discharge  does  or  not  coincide  with  the  oviposit. 

Probably  menstruation  consists  more  essentially  in  the  period- 
ical oviposition,  than  in  the  bleeding  from  the  womb  that  attests  the 
progress  of  that  important  office.  In  Dr.  Gregory's  patient,  no  vi- 
sible signs  of  menstrual  hyperemia  have  ever  presented  themselves, 
save  only  those  we  observe  as  to  the  conceptions  and  gestations,  which 
are  the.  most  characteristic  of  them  all. 

In  this  case,  we  have  no  greater  reason  for  surprise  at  the  absence 
of  the  catamenia,  than  we  have  in  the  instances,  very  numerous,  of 
women  who  never  see  after  the  first  conception  until  aft.r  numerous 
lyings-in,  they  cease  to  bear  children,  whereupon  they  prove  to  be 
exactly  regular,  as  it  is  called.  But,  such  women  were  always  ex- 
ac*ly  regular  in  the  oviposition — though  they  never  exhibited  any 
show  of  it  until  they  ceased  to  conceive. 

Upon  the  whole,  Dr.  Gregory's  case  is  well  worthy  of  perusal. 
But  let  the  reader  beware  not  to  found  upon  these  interesting  facts  a 
decision  as  to  the  question,  whether  a  non menstruating  young  woman 
is  marriageable  or  not.  I  have  met  with  too  many  instances  of  total 
absence  of  the  uterus  in  married  women,  not  to  feel  how  necessary 
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it  is,  in  all  such  doubtful  questions,  to  have  the  facts  of  the  case 
clearly  understood,  before  a  professional  sanction  is  given  to  a  union 
that  cannot  but  produce  unhappiness,  where  abnormal  development 
by  default,  renders  the  marriage  hopelessly  sterile,  and  the  rite  im- 
possible. I  am  sir,  with  great  respect,  &c,  &c. 

C.  D.  Meigs. 

University  of  Nashville. 

[From  the  able  and  eloquent  address  of  John  A.  McEwen,  A.  M. 
at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  edifice,  we  have  only 
room  for  the  single  paragraph,  referring  to  its  Medical  Department  in 
terms  of  just  eulogy,  viz:] 

"Already  has  the  Medical  department  erected  its  edifice,  and 
commended  itself  to  the  public  confidence,  by  a  success,  that  has  as- 
tounded its  most  ardent  admirers,  and  established  a  reputation,  that 
places  it  in  the  foremost  rank  of  competition.  It  has  called  to  its  aid 
those  advantages  of  climate,  geographical  position  and  local  energy, 
of  which  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  speak.  When  it  was  proposed 
to  establish  a  Medical  College  in  the  city,  the  enterprise  was  regarded 
with  distrust  by  many,  who  have  not  yet  recovered  from  the  astounding 
suddenness,  with  which  the  idea  was  conceived  and  consummated. 
While  the  University  was  in  ruins,  and  men  slept  upon  the  thought, 
that  it  was,  perchance,  extinct  forever,  the  Faculty  of  this  new  Col- 
lege, with  an  admirable  knowledge  of  the  necessity  of  the  times,  em- 
barked their  private  means  and  professional  prospects  in  the  enter- 
prise. As  was  anticipated  by  them,  Southern  youth  flocked  to  the 
portals  of  the  maiden  College,  and  it  has  but  recently  closed  its  second 
term  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  young  gentlemen  of  as  fine  appear- 
ance and  ingenuous  gifts,  as  usually  reward  the  pride  and  affection  of 
any  Alma  Mater.  The  University,  therefore,  will  open  with  the  su- 
perior advantage  of  a  Medical  Department,  that  is  no  longer  an  ex. 
periment.  Already  is  this  School  quietly  spreading  the  fame  of  our 
city,  and  directing  the  attention  of  the  country  to  Nashville,  as  a 
seat  of  Letters." 


<£ommttmr«UCou0. 

For  the  New- York  Medical  Gazette. 

Alcoholic  Medicine. 

Mr.  Editor, — In  the  proposed  discussion  of  this  subject,  the 
following  queries  are  respectfully  submitted  to  your  correspon- 
dents, viz. : 

24 
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First.   Is  alcohol  in  any  form,  a  remedy  for  disease? 

Second.  If  it  is  ever  useful  as  such,  is  it  so  necessary  that  no  sub- 
stitute can  be  found,  which  is  free  from  the  objections  to  alcohol  1 

Third.  Cannot  the  use  of  wine  and  brandy  in  the  treatment  of 
Typhus  Fever  and  analogous  diseases  be  wholly  dispensed  with,  by 
substituting  other  stimulants  1 

Fourth.  Does  the  alcohol  contained  in  the  "  Aromatic  Schiedam 
Schnapps,"  of  Mr.  Wolfe,  contribute  in  the  least  to  its  medicinal  or 
curative  effects  ? 

Fifth.  Would  not  an  aqueous  decoction  or  a  tincture  of  Juniper 
be  equally  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  dropsy,  &c.  as  the  Holland  Gin 
of  Mr.  Wolfe,  which  he  tells  us,  contains  pure  alcohol  1 

Sixth.  Are  not  the  dangers,  physical  and  moral,  incurred  by  the 
use  of  alcoholic  medicine,  a  reason  why  the  profession  should  discard 
all  alcohol  from  their  prescriptions  1 

The  answer  to  these  queries  would  serve  to  bring  the  whole  sub- 
ject under  review,  and  relieve  many  minds  from  doubts  and  scruples, 
which  embarrass  the  practice  of  our  art.  In  common  with  the  bre- 
thren generally,  I  have  been  long  employing  alcoholic  liquors  as 
remedies,  and  some  of  them  as  I  think  usefully.  But  I  am  not  sure 
that  we  are  not  in  error,  and  hence  seek  farther  light.  Such  a  dis- 
cussion must  be  useful,  and  is  much  needed  at  this  crisis. 

Philadelphia??. 

[We  insert  the  foregoing  communication  from  a  valued  friend 
with  much  pleasure,  and  trust  that  our  correspondents  will  promptly 
meet  the  precise  points  here  named.  But  there  are  others  equally 
worthy  of  their  notice,  especially  if  an  affirmative  answer  is  given  to 
the  first  question,  as  we  cannot  doubt  there  will  be,  by  most  practical 
men.  Such  as,  whether  the  drugged  and  adulterated  liquors  ordi- 
narily sold  and  used  for  medical  purposes  are  not  positively  injurious 
and  destructive  to  human  life  1  Ought  not  the  utmost  caution  be 
taken  by  physicians  who  prescribe  either  wine,  brandy,  or  gin,  for  the 
sick,  to  avoid  the  articles  sold  under  these  names,  which  have  been 
mixed  or  doctored  in  the  process  of  manufacture,  and  to  give  the 
exclusive  preference  to  pure  alcohol.  For  ourselves  we  have  no  doubt 
that  in  hospitals  as  well  as  in  private  practice,  as  irreparable  injury  is 
done  to  health  and  life  by  the  use  of  adulterated  liquors,  as  by  em- 
ploying spurious  and  adulterated  medicines.  Mr.  Wolfe,  if  he  has 
done  no  other  good,  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  profession  for  his 
earnest  and  candid  expositions  upon  this  identical  subject.] 

Mr.  Editor, — In  advocating  the  claims  of  alcohol  as  a  medicine, 
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in  these  days  of  progress,  the  writer  is  aware  tkat  he  exposes  himself 
to  censure  from  that  portion  of  the  profession,  which  is  publicly  and 
hopelessly  committed  to  opposite  opinions.  Hence  I  withold  my 
name  (except  from  yourself,)  while  I  briefly  state  the  positions  I  am 
prepared  to  defend,  if  I  can  find  a  respectable  antagonist,  viz.  : 

First.  Evei-y  writer  and  teacher  in  practical  medicine  regarded 
by  the  profession,  as  a  standard  authority,  recommends  the  use  of 
alcohol  as  a  remedy  in  a  great  variety  of  diseases,  as  not  only  useful 
but  often  necessary. 

Second.  All  discreet  Temperance  men  hold  and  teach  that  total 
abstinence  from  alcohol  as  a  beverage  is  the  intent  of  the  pledge,  and 
hence  all  legislation  on  the  subject,  even  the  celebrated  Maine  law, 
provides  for  the  medicinal  use  of  alcoholic  liquors. 

Third.  All  practical  men  know  that  multitudes  of  human  lives 
are  saved  by  alcoholic  medication,  not  merely  in  sudden  emergencies 
but  in  low  fevers  and  other  protracted  disorders,  and  often  when  no 
other  known  remedy  would  answer. 

If  any  body  denies  either  of  these  postulates,  let  him  now  speak 
or  forever  hereafter  hold  his  peace.  Plain  Truth. 

Professor  Hamilton's  Fracture  Tables. 

[We  insert  the  following  brief  note,  because  it  refers  to  an  im- 
portant subject  to  which  we  have  elsewhere  alluded,  viz.  the  prosecu- 
tions of  surgeons  for  mal-practice,  which  are  frequently  malicious 
persecutions,  and  successful  through  ignorance  in  the  bench,  bar  and 
jury-box.] 

Buffalo,  July  20,  1853. 

My  dear  Doctor— -I  send  you  by  this  mail  a  copy  of  the  second 
edition  of  my  "  Fracture  Tables,"  just  published.  They  are  much 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  supplement. 

Everybody  is  looking  just  now  to  find  some  means  of  arresting  pro- 
secutions against  surgeons  for  alleged  mal-practice.  Dr.  Crosby  seeks 
to  accomplish  this  by  refusing  to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  case 
of  fracture  until  the  patient  or  his  guardian  has  signed  a  bond  that  he 
will  not  prosecute.  Several  eminent  jurists  inform  me  that  such  a  bond 
is  of  no  value  or  force  in  this  State — that  a  surgeon  cannot  be  released 
ifrom  his  responsibilities.  The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  have 
-made  a  report  upon  the  subject.  Dr.  Gross,  of  Louisville,  writes  me 
that  the  mania  for  prosecutions  has  reached  Kentucky.  Indeed  I  have 
received  communications  from  various  sources  in  more  than  one-half 
*he  States  in  the  Union  which  constantly  and  uniformly  speak  of  the 
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frequency  of  these  suits,  and  of  their  unjustness.  I  have  thus  far  es- 
caped, and  so  also  have  one  or  two  other  surgeons  of  Western  New- 
York  ;  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  not  more  than  one  out  of  every  ten 
who  practise  Surgery  to  any  considerable  extent,  but  have  been  com- 
pelled to  defend  suits  of  this  kind. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  cause  of  all  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  surgeons  themselves  have  believed,  and  taught,  and  testified,  that 
in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  broken  limbs  may  be  made  perfect,  while 
the  fact  is  not  so  !  On  the  contrary,  in  a  very  large  majority  of  cases 
the  limbs  have  been  and  will,  I  fear,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  left 
imperfect  after  fractures.  This  is  what  my  Tables  have  at  length  es- 
tablished. In  them  you  see  not  the  practice  of  empirics,  but  the 
practice  only  of  the  best  surgeons.  In  not  a  single  instance  has  a  case 
been  admitted  which  was  treated  by  an  irregular.  Many  of  the 
cases  are  my  own.  Many  of  them  were  treated  in  the  New-York 
City  hospitals  ;  some  in  foreign  hospitals.  In  the  examination  of 
these  cases  I  have  used  great  care.  I  have  handled  and  measured 
them  all  myself.  The  measurements  were  made  always  in  the  pre- 
sence of  medical  gentlemen,  and  I  have  noted  carefully  every  circum- 
stance, even  to  the  name  and  standing  of  the  surgeon,  and  also  the 
treatment.  In  the  tables,  however,  the  names  of  the  surgeons  has  for 
reasons  which  you  will  readily  understand,  been  always  omitted. 

I  believe  I  have  had  no  selfish  motive  in  the  labor  which  I  have 
thus  accomplished.  It  has  cost  me  much  time  and  some  money,  but 
in  this  cause  I  have  long  been  accustomed  to  spend  both  freely.  I 
have  testified  for  my  brethren  in  nearly  every  county  in  Western 
New- York  once  or  more,  and  I  have  given  my  testimony  under  com- 
mission nearly  as  many  times  more  for  every  state  around  me.  I 
believe,  therefore,  no  one  will  charge  me  with  a  wish  to  speculate  in 
offering  this  book ;  yet  I  say  frankly  I  hope  it  will  be  sold,  not  for  my 
own  sake,  but  for  my  fellows'  sake.    Yours  sincerely, 

Frank  H.  Hamilton. 


swot's  Eafile. 


Can  these  things  be? 

We  find  among  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  of  Superinten- 
dents of  Insane  Hospitals  the  following  astounding  paragraph : 

"  In  the  afternoon  the  members  of  the  Association  visited  the  ia- 
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sane  in  the  Baltimore  Alms  House,  situated  on  a  beautiful  farm  of 
more  than  300  acres,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  city.  The  gene- 
ral hospital  appears  to  be  well  conducted,  but  the  condition  of  the 
insane  is  a  reproach  to  the  age,  and  a  foul  blot  on  the  noble  and  en- 
lightened city  and  county  to  which  it  belongs.  Here  are  seen  some 
of  the  horrors  of  a  past  age — fellow  beings,  male  and  female,  chained 
by  the  leg,  and  permanently  secured  in  low,  damp,  underground 
apartments,  that  ought  never  to  be  inhabited  by  those  afflicted  with 
any  disease, — or  exposed  like  wild  beasts  under  a  shed  in  the  small, 
cheerless  yards.  Surely  such  a  state  of  things  cannot  long  be  per- 
mitted, and  a  visit  by  the  Maryland  Legislature  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  induce  them  to  make  any  appropriation,  or  to  pass  any  laws  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  such  a  state  of  things  so  near  her  beautiful  and 
hospitable  Capital,  or  in  any  section  of  the  State." 

Albany  Medical  College. 

The  announcement  of  this  faculty  will  be  found  in  another  column. 
Two  full  courses  of  lectures  will  be  given  annually,  commencing  in 
September  and  February.  The  services  of  Professor  Carr  have  been 
secured  for  the  chair  of  Chemistry,  and  those  of  Professor  Townsend 
for  that  of  Obstetrics.  This  school  possesses  many  advantages  over 
the  other  country  schools,  as  all  are  called  not  located  in  the  Atlantic 
cities,  and  compares  favorably  in  all  respects  with  the  best  colleges  in 
the  land. 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College. 

By  the  announcement  on  another  page,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
faculty  of  this  third  school  in  Philadelphia,  are  preparing  to  open 
their  lectures  at  the  usual  time.  We  have  reason  to  know  that  stu- 
dents will  find  in  this  school  unsurpassed  facilities  for  acquiring  a 
thorough  professional  education. 

University  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  ancient  school,  which  a  multitude  of  physicians  all  over  the 
land,  venerate  as  their  Alma  Mater,  is  thriving  and  popular  as  ever. 
The  vacancy  in  the  chair  of  Anatomy,  occasioned  by  the  lamented 
death  of  Dr.  Horner,  is  supplied  by  Dr.  Joseph  Leidy,  who  is  doubt- 
less the  ablest  teacher  of  that  department  in  America.  By  the 
announcement  elsewhere  it  will  appear  that  the  next  session  com. 
mences  October  10th,  and  will  continue  five  months. 

Death's  Doings. 

The  decease  of  Professor  Chapman,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Professor 
Caldwell,  of  Louisville,  two  of  the  most  venerable  men  of  our  fra- 
ternity, will  be  appropriately  noticed  in  our  next. 
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Professional  Changes. 

The  present  year  has  been  marked  by  very  numerous  changes  in 
the  faculties  of  Medical  Colleges  all  over  the  country,  several  of  which 
we  have  heretofore  chronicled.  By  the  announcement  of  the  New- 
York  Medical  College  in  another  column,  it  will  be  seen  that  Professor 
Whitaker  has  resigned  the  chair  of  Anatomy  ;  Professor  Pcaslee  lias 
been  transferred  to  that  department;  and  Dr.  E.  H.  Parker,  of  Con- 
cord, editor  of  the  N.  H.  Journal  of  Medicine,  has  been  appointed  to 
the  chair  of  Physiology,  &c.  in  this  school.  These  are  l»oth  good 
appointments,  and  ought  to  strenghten  the  claims  of  the  Faculty  ou 
the  profession  and  the  public. 

New  Journal. 

A  new  quarterly  has  just  appeared  at  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania 
entitled  the  Medical  Reporter.  It  is  edited  by  a  committee  of  the 
Chester  and  Delaware  County  Medical  Societies.  The  first  number 
gives  evidence  that  it  will  be  ably  conducted. 

New  Appointment. 

Dr.  Thos.  F.  Rochester  of  this  City,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  Col- 
lege. We  know  the  man,  and  can  vouch  for  his  professional  ability 
and  moral  worth,  by  personal  association  with  him  in  the  toils  and 
sacrifices  of  hospital  practice.  Dr.  R.  was  one  of  our  valued  assistants 
atBellevueiu  1838,  where  he  distinguished  himself  by  ardent  devotion 
to  his  duties,  and  signal  usefulness  in  the  midst  of  ship  fever,  with  the 
treatment  of  which  he  acquired  great  familiarity  and  success.  We 
congratulate  him  on  his  early  appreciation  by  so  respectable  a  school 
as  that  of  Buffalo,  and  the  faculty  upon  the  acquisition  of  an  associate 
who  is  a  physician,  a  scholar,  and  a  gentleman.  We  predict  for  him 
a  career  of  honor  and  reputation,  whether  as  a  teacher  or  practioncr, 
and  only  regret  that  our  city,  by  his  removal  to  Buffalo,  will  lose  one 
of  the  most  promising  of  our  young  practitioners,  who  had  endeared 
himself  here  to  many  friends. 

External  Diuretics. 

Dr.  Bignor  of  Augusta,  Geo.  reports  a  case  of  dropsy  which  re- 
turned after  tapping,  and  was  then  currcd  by  rubbing  a  drachm  of  the 
following  liniment  over  the  abdomen,  three  times  a  day  ;  viz.  Equal 
parts  of  Tine.  Digitalis, — Tine.  Squill,  and  Soap  well  mixed.  It  de- 
serves a  trial  in  other  cases. 
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Collodion. 

This  article  is  extensively  used  in  a  great  variety  of  diseases,  and 
Dr.  Claiborne  of  Petersburgh,  Va.  commends  it  in  the  treatment  of 
buboes,  in  which  his  experience  has  proved  it  signally  useful. 

Quinine. 

This  agent  in  large  doses,  is  zealously  advocated  as  an  abortive 
remedy  in  Typhoid  Fever,  by  Dr.  Manson  of  North  Carolina,  who 
has  a  paper  on  the  subject  in  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal well  worth  perusal. 

Deaf  and  Dumb. 

The  thirty-fourth  Annual  Report,  of  the  New- York  institution  for 
the  instruction  of  deaf  inutes,  will  be  found  to  possess  great  interest, 
exhibiting  as  it  does  the  practical  results  of  the  excellent  system  pur- 
sued by  Harvey  P.  Peet,  L.  L.  D.  the  President  of  the  most  flourish- 
ing echool  in  this  department  in  the  country,  the  success  and  popu- 
larity of  which  are  unsurpassed  in  the  world.  Such  philanthrophy 
merits  the  highest  rewards  and  encouragement. 

Physicians  and  the  Law. 

In  several  late  prosecutions  of  medical  men,  and  especially  sur- 
geons for  mal-practice,  it  has  been  apparent  that  nothing  like  justice 
is  to  be  expected,  while  the  bench  and  the  bar  are  so  deplorably  des- 
titute of  medico-legal  knowledge.  The  late  verdict  of  heavy  damages 
against  Professor  Crosby  of  N.  H.  by  a  jury  of  non-medical  men,  is 
so  manifestly  unjust,  that  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  that  state 
have  been  constrained  to  refuse  attendance  upon  any  case  of  injury 
by  accidents  involving  danger  to  limb  or  life,  until  a  bond  is  executed 
by  the  parties  giving  a  warranty  against  prosecution  in  the  event  of 
failure.  This  is  the  only  safe  course,  until  medical  men  sued  for  mal- 
practice shall  have  the  rights  secured  to  them,  enjoyed  by  every  other 
class  of  their  fellow  citizens,  viz.  trial  by  their  peers,  who  alone  are 
competent  to  act  as  jurors  in  an ,  such  case,  for  none  else  can  estimate 
the  value  and  relevance  of  medical  testimony,  upon  which  the  issue 
should  rest. 

No  profession  has  so  little  respect  or  protection  by  the  laws  as 
ours,  and  the  public  should  learn  that  they  arc  the  sufferers,  when  we 
are  driven  to  protect  ourselves.  The  laws  provide  that  two  physi- 
cians shall  testify  to  the  insanity  of  any  lunatic,  before  the  commu- 
nity can  be  protected  from  his  violence,  or  even  bloodthirstiness,  by 
his  commitment  to  the  Asylum.    And  yet  the  medical  men,  who 
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certify  to  the  facts,  from  humanity  to  the  sufferer,  and  the  public 
safety,  arc  liable  to  arrest  on  the  charge  of  false  imprisonment,  placed 
under  heavy  bail  bonds,  and  subjected  to  months  and  often  years  of 
the  law's  delays,  together  with  the  expenses  of  defence,  for  perform- 
ing a  duty  to  the  public  and  to  the  afflicted,  often  without  fee  or  re 
ward.  It  is  enough  to  make  us  resolve  never  to  do  a  goodnatured 
thing  again.  And  should  the  profession  resolve  to  let  madmen,  and 
society  take  care  of  themselves,  by  refusing  all  inteference  in  such 
cases,  they  will  only  do  what  self  respect  and  duty  to  themselves  de- 
mand, and  let  the  public  take  the  consequences,  until  the  laws  are 
changed  to  render  it  safe  for  physicians  to  certify  in  such  cases. 

In  a  late  fearfully  awful  suicide  of  a  California  merchant  at  New 
Rochelle,  in  the  person  of  a  Mr.  Gray,  the  catastrophe  might  have 
been  averted,  if  his  obvious  insanity  developed  for  days  before  in 
this  city,  had  led  to  his  confinement  in  the  Asylum.  But  who  was 
willing  to  take  the  responsibility,  in  such  a  case,  with  the  liability  to 
prosecution  for  false  imprisonment,  staring  us  in  the  face  1  The  time 
will  come  when  the  profession  must  be  appreciated  for  the  multiform 
services  it  is  capable  of  rendering  the  cause  of  humanity  in  this  ie- 
gard.    Until  then,  let  physicians  take  care  of  themselves. 

A  Professional  Inquest, 

We  see  it  announced  that  the  great  showman,  P.  T.  Barnum,  Esq. 
finding  that  his  latest  humbug,  the  "  Bearded  Lady,"  failed  to  awaken 
public  curiosity,  has  hit  upon  an  expedient  to  create  a  furor,  by  sum- 
moning three  doctors  to  his  aid  ;  selecting  for  this  service  a  venerable 
connoisseur,  a  veteran  amateur,  and  a  junior  epicure,  and  submitting 
the  question  of  sex  to-  the  sage  investigation  of  this  trio,  under  the 
new  process  called  "de  femina  inquirendo."  These  experts  having 
conferred,  consulted,  deliberated,  and  examined  this  lusus  naturae^ 
'secundum  artem,"  have  decided  that  the,  "Bearded  Lady,"  is  not  a 
He-woman,  but  a  veritable  personage  of  the  feminine  gender.  The- 
presence  of  her  children,  and  the  testimony  of  her  husband,  must  have 
assisted  the  three  savans  in  making  out  this  sexual  diagnosis,  where- 
upon they  have  duly  certified  that  this  wife  and  mother  is  truly  a 
bearded  and  whiskered  lady,  of  which  they  have  severally  had  tangi- 
ble and  ocular  testimony. 

It  is  announced  in  the  bills  that  a  French  girl  is  on  exhibition  in 
the  Bowery,  who  has  a  pair  of  whiskers  and  a  moustache  of  enviable 
size,  and  the  question  of  her  sex  is  sub  judice,  until  she  has  passed 
the  same  ordeal.    She  prefers,  it  is  said,  a  jury  of  female  M.  D's.  o 
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whom  there  are  several  in  the  city,  who  might  be  competent  to  deter- 
mine the  important  question  of  her  gender. 

Whether  the  medical  inspectors  in  the  former  case  performed 
their  service  con  amore,  or  received  their  professional  fees  from  the 
great  showman,  we  are  not  advised. 

Throat  and  Uterine  Diseases. 

How  is  it  to  be  accounted  for  that  so  many  people  have  ulcerated 
throats'?  Practitioners  in  former  times  were  rarely  consulted  upon 
any  difficulty  in  that  region,  beyond  enlargements  of  the  tonsils  in 
young  persons.  But  now-a-days,  throat  patients  are  numerous  indeed 
— so  much  so,  that  the  treatment  of  them  has  become  a  distinct 
branch  of  professional  business.  They  are  perpetually  hurrying  here 
and  there  over  the  railroads,  for  the  advice  of  somebody  they  have 
heard  of  who  has  gained  particular  distinction  on  account  of  his 
successful  treatment  of  such  cases.  There  must  be  a  direct  cause  for 
this  wide-spread  and  increasing  malady.  Anthracite  fires,  high-seasoned 
food,  bad  water,  imperfectly  ventilated  houses,  close  sleeping  rooms, 
thin  shoes,  tobacco,  coffee,  artificial  wines,  and  numerous  oihcr  instru- 
mentalities, have  been  by  turns  accused,  but  finally  exonerated  from 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  generation  of  these  various  conditions 
of  the  throat.    Therefore  the  field  is  open  for  further  investigation. 

But  another  equally  perplexing  difficulty  has  arisen  in  the  domain 
of  medical  practice,  quite  as  anomalous,  viz,  variously  diseased  con- 
ditions of  the  uterus.  Has  the  climate  undergone  any  changes  within 
the  last  half  century  to  have  affected  the  health  of  women  in  this 
manner]  Either  this  class  of  sufferers  were  entirely  overlooked 
formerly  in  New  England,  by  the  generality  of  practitioners,  or  some 
new  cause  is  operating.  Erom  the  multiplication  of  these  cases,  the 
treatment  of  them  to  some  extent  has  become  a  speciality.  Ladies 
go  great  distances  for  the  assistance  of  those  whose  names  are  abroad 
as  successful  in  restoring  unfortunate  female  sufferers  to  health.  A 
close  study  of  distinct  classes  of  disease  is  fast  leading  to  a  subdivision 
of  professional  labor.  In  cities,  fifty  years  hence,  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tian system  will  probably  be  established — and  there  will  be  physicians 
as  the  historian  expresses  it,  for  the  eye,  for  the  ear,  for  the  mouth, 
and  so  on. 

A  discovery  of  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  increased  prevalence  of 
these  two  diseases,  would  lead  to  happy  results.  While  no  satisfac- 
tory explanation  can  be  given  of  their  origin,  uncertainty  in  regard 
to  the  proper  method  of  medication  must  characterize  the  best  directed 
efforts.  liostun  Journal. 
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Easton  Medical  Institute. 

A  private  medical  institution  is  working  its  way  into  public  confi- 
dence in  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  beautiful  town  of  Easton, 
under  the  charge  of  C.  C.  Cox,  M.  D.  one  of  the  faculty  in  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Medicine.  An  inducement  for  a  pupil  to  enter  this 
school,  is  economy  in  tuition  and  board.  Charming  scenery,  refined 
society,  a  choice  library,  good  apparatus,  thorough  instruction  and  a 
bland  climate,  are  also  among  the  considerations  that  might  influence 
a  full  school  of  applicants  to  take  up  their  residence  with  Dr.  Cox. 


Gleanings  from  other  Journals,  &c. 

Dr.  Wheeler  of  Chelsea,  Mass.  reports  a  successful  case  of  Litho- 
tomy in  a  female  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  the  stone  weighing  two 
ounces  and  three  quarters,  the  nucleus  of  which  was  a  wire  hair  pin, 
over  three  and  a  half  inches  in  length.  The  patient  confessed  that 
the  pin  had  been  introduced  through  the  urethra,  when  she  was  fifteen 
years  old,  but  her  sense  of  shame  had  concealed  the  fact  until  its  dis 
covery,  through  years  of  suffering  and  danger.  Verily  "the  way  of 
transgressors  is  hard." 

Dr.  Storcr  of  Boston,  has  experimented  with  fusel  oil  in  Phthisis, 
and  reports  it  worthy  of  trial.  The  dose  given  is  from  three  to  five 
drops  in  a  drachm  of  wine,  three  times  a  day. 

Dr.  Marshal  Hall  is  itinerating  through  the  country,  and  winning 
golden  opinions  every  where.  He  has  recently  been  in  Cinciunatti 
wlure  he  delivered  a  Clinical  lecture  on  Epilepsy. 

Dr.  P.  Dubois,  has  recently  been  appointed  accoucheur  to  the 
new  Empress  of  France.  His  services  seem  to  have  been  in  requi- 
sition already^,  but  the  bulletins  report  only  an  abortion.  Better  luck 
next  time. 

The  seeds  of  Parsley  are  recommended  as  a  Febrifuge,  analogous 
to  quinine,  though  inferior  to  it  as  an  anti  periodic.  The  author  of 
the  essay  proposing  it,  has  received  a  premium  of  1000  francs. 

Dr.  John  A.  Lidell  has  been  appointed  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  this  city.  Dr.  L.  was 
one  of  our  best  assistants  in  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  will  sustain  him- 
self well  anywhere. 

Dr.  Clarkson  T.  Collins  formerly  of  this  city,  is  located  at  Great 
Barrington,  Mass.  where  he  is  establishing  an  institution  for  the  me- 
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dical  treatment  of  chronic  disiases.  The  situation  is  healthy,  and 
ample  accomodations  will  be  provided  in  buildings  now  in  progress. 

Dr.  Plurner  of  Richmond,  In.  reports  the  successful  treatment  of 
Amcnorrhoea  with  half-ounce  doses  of  the  Liq.  Acet.  Amnion,  pro- 
perly prepared  with  dilute  Acetic  acid. 

Dr.  Flint  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal  has  associated  Dr.  S.  P. 
Hunt  with  him  in  the  editorial  department,  a  gentleman  whose  con- 
tributions to  the  Journal  have  already  rendered  him  familiar  to  its 
readers,  by  their  originality  and  humor.  The  association  will  doubt- 
less be  useful  to  the  success  of  the  work,  which  has  ever  been  one  of 
our  best  periodicals. 


Xcto  IhttiUcattous. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Alfred  S.  Taylor,  M-  D.  etc.  3rd  American,  from  4th 
London  edition.  Edited  by  Edward  Hartshorn,  M.  D.  etc.  Philadelphia, 
Biauchard  and  Lea,  1853. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  this  work  on  former  occasions,  and  need  only 
add  that  the  value  and  utility  of  the  work  are  greatly  enhanced  in  this  new  edi- 
tion, which  should  be  patronized  by  the  legal  as  well  as  the  medical  profession. 

Lives  amd  Opinions  of  Eminent  Philosophers,  by  Diogenes  Laertius.  Lite- 
rally translated  by  C.  D.  Yonge,  B.  A.    Loudon,  Henry  G.  Bolin,  1853. 

Constitution  of  England,  ou  an  Account  of  the  English  Government,  Com- 
pared with  the  other  Monarchies  of  EuRore,  and  with  Republics.  By 
J.  L.  Delolme.    London,  Henry  G.  Bohn,  1853. 

The  above  are  two  of  the  latest  volumes  in  the  incomparable  series,  denom- 
inated "  Bohu's  standard  library,"  and  we  repeat  our  exalted  estimate  of  the 
whole  series,  which  in  point  of  variety,  utility,  and  intrinsic  merit  will  be  found 
superior  to  any  other  so-called  library,  and  vastly  above  the  literature  of  the 
times.  Every  man  who  means  to  be  a  scholar,  will  find  the  entire  work  in- 
valuable. 

On  sale  by  Bangs  and  Brother,  Park  Row,  New-York,  who  are  the  agents 
lor  the  Louden  publishers,  and  in  the  receipt  of  the  volumes  as  fast  as  issued. 

On  Diseases  of  the  Liver,  by  George  Budd,  M.  D  etc.  Philadelphia,  Blan- 
chard  and  Lea,  1853. 

This  new  American  edition,  from  the  latest  improved  issue  by  the  author,  of 
this  standard  authority  on  the  subject  of  the  Liver  and  its  diseases,  will  be 
sought  for  by  Medical  men  every  where,  anil  deserves  the  special  attention  of 
practitioners  and  students.  Our  Loudon  copy,  which  we  highly  prize  is  nearly 
worn  out  by  use,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  colored  plates  and  wood 
tuts  el  this  American  reprint  ure  every  way  tqual  to  those  of  the  London  wc.lk 
Tin-  impi'Ofimeilts  greatly  enhance  its  value. 

Principles  op  Medicine,  Comprising  General  Pathology  and  Therapeutics, 
etc.  by  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.  D.  etc.  Philadelphia,  Blaticliard  and  Lea,  1853- 
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A  fourth  and  revised  edition  of  this  invaluable  work  has  become  necessasy, 
ami  is  still  edited  by  Professor  Olymer,  who  has  made  numerous  useful  addi- 
tions, rendering  it  better  adapted  fur  American  students.  We  need  say  nothing 
in  commendation  (fan  Author  so  highly  appreciated  by  the  profession. 

CONTENTS. 

A  Clinical  Lecture  on  Epilepsy,   337 

Motive  Tower  of  the  Blood  Proved  by  Experiments  on  two  Crocodiles — 

One  brought  to  Life.    347 

Why  has  Yellow  Fever  Ceased  to  visit  Philadelphia  as  an  Epidemic  ?      .  353 

Physicians  and  Apothecaries,  339 

Selections.    P<  st  Obit  Examination  of  the  Criminal  Spring,       .           .  3C1 

Introductory  Lecture,       ..........  36i 

Case  of  a  Female,  the  Mother  of  Seven  Chidren,  who  had  never  Men- 
struated,     .       ..      .      •      •      *      f     •►-.■«,:»...•       *  367 

University  of  Nashville,          ........           .  309 

Communications.    Alcoholic  Medicine,     .......  309 

Professor  Hamilton's  Fracture  Table,  .....  .371 

Edit  ir's  Tahle     Can  these  things  he  ?     &c.  &c   372 
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KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  INSURANCE 
C'OiMl'ANY,  of  thk  City  of  Hew- 
York,  Corner  Fourteenth-street  ami  Eighth 
Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker  Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the 
General  insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  and  deposited  §100,1100  with  the  Comp- 
troller, as  a  security  for  the  insured,  additional 
to  the  receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  ti 
transact  the  usual  business  of  Lite  insurants 
on  ihe  most  favorable  teims  consistent  with 
security  and  stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  participation 
in  profit?. 

DIRECTORS: 
Erustus  Lyman,  Henry  Dean, 

Joseph  W.  Savage,        Isaac  Hendricks, 
John  B.  Kitchins,         Henry  Dubois, 


Jani'-s  S.  Gibbons, 
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RICHARD  II.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 

RICHAUD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  D.  Medical  Examinei 
853,  Broadway 


1  I  N1VLRSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE— MRfciCAL 
Department. — The  Lectures  in  this  De- 
partment will  commence  on  the  last  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  and  terminate  on  the  lust  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Charles  W.  Short,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Tro- 
fessor  of  Materia  Medics  and  Medical  BotaDy. 

Bexja.min  11.  Palmer,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  De- 
scriptive and  Surcical  Anatomy. 

Lansfobd  F.  Yandell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Phy- 
siology and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Millee,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  O'ustrric 
Medicine. 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

Benjamin  Silliman,  Jr.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Me- 
dical Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  D.  Prof,  ot  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Bici'aboson,  M.  D.  Demons'ratt  r  of 
Anatomy  and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Ana- 
tomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of 
each  Professor  is  &IS,  ($105  in  all)  payable  in 
■ariably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Li- 
on.ry  fee  together,  c'5.  Graduation  fee,  $-'5. 
Practical  Anatomy  and  Dissection,  — ticket 
q  be  taken  at  least  once  before  graduation. 
Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all 
Indents  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of 
October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week, 
:t  >he  Louisville  Marine  hospital.  Tickets  $5, 
o  be  taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  establish!  d,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Univi  rsity,  at  which  opera- 
tions are  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for 
md  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

\~y  Good  boarding  can  be  procured  at  from 
J-J  5u  to  S3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL.  M  D. 

July,  1833.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
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NEW- YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— The 
next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the 
New- York  Medical  College  will  commence  on 
Wednesday  the  2(iih  of  October,  1853,  and 
continue  until  the  1st  of  March,  1854. 

Horace  Green,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Trof.  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

B.  Fokdyce  Barker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Mid- 
wifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 

R.  Ogden  DonEMUS,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M  D.  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Operations  of  Surgery. 

Edmund  K.  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  General 
Descriptive  and  Microscopic  Anatomy, 

E.  H.  Parker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physiology, 
and  Pathology. 

Joel  Parker,  L.  L.  D.  Prof  of  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  the  3rd  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  medical  students. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for 
classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe 
a  most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully 
representing  external  and  internal  Pathology, 
together  with  the  whole  series  of  the  M.cro- 
ecopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New-York  oilers  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other 
city  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have 
access  to  the  New- York  Hospital,  Bellevue 
Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as 
to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various 
Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical  and  a 
Medical,  and  an  Obsterical  Clinique  will  be 
held  weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  depart- 
ments. Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for 
dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the 
students. 

Matriculation  Fee  $5 ;  Demonstrator's  Tick- 
et $5 ;  the  full  course  $105 ;  for  the  final  ex- 
amination $30. 
R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
New- York  Medical  College, 
East  Thirteenth-st.  near  Broadway. 


«  ETHER-PEARLS." 

DELLUC  &  Co.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
»eu>  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether, 
by  which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  re- 
medy is  given,  without  smell,  taste,  or  evapora- 
tion ;  they  have  also  received  a  fresh  supply 
of 

Tannale  of  Quinine, 

in  bulk,  in  1  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges;  free 
from  ta6te,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor ;  also, 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents, 

DELLUC  &  Co. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTS, 

581  BROADWAY, 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th-6treet. 


C COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SUR- 
J  G EONS,  NEW- YORK. — The  Forty-se- 
venth Session  of  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  O  tuli.r  14,  1853,  and  con- 
tinue till  Thursday,  March  12,  1854.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  sub-graduate  course,  a 
preliminary  course  w  .11  commence  on  Monday 
September  30,  and  continue  till  October  14. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D. 
President  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Trof. 
of  Clinical  Surgery. 

Joseph  Mather  Smith.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

John  Torrey,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry and  Botany. 

Roiieut  Watts,  M.  D.  Prof  of  Anatomy. 

Willard  Parker,  M  D.  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ei|  lea  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

Chandler  R.  Oilman,  M.D.  Prof,  of  Obste- 
trics and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 

Alonzo  Clark,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physio- 
logy and  Pathology. 

Elisha  Bartlett,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  A.  Lidell,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy,  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum. 

Lewis  A.  Savre,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

James  Knox,  Janitor. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques  as  in  for- 
mer years.  The  Dissecting  Room  will  be 
opened  early,  and  abundantly  supplied  with 
Material. 

Matriculation  Fee  S3 ;  Fees  for  the  full 
Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  $105 ; 
but  Students  are  not  required  to  take  out  ali 
the  tickets  during  one  Session.  Graduation 
Fee  $25. 

Board,  average  $3  per  week. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Dean. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE.  —  Medical 
Department.— Ninth  below  Locust-st 
Philadelphia. 
The  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows : 
William  Darrach,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  Wiltbank,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obsterics 
end  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Henry  S.  Patkrson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

David  Gilbert,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Medical  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 
J.  M.  Allen,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Francis  Gurney  Smith,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine. 

William  H.  Gobrecht,  M.  D.  Demon- 
strator of  Anatomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1853-4  will 
commence  on  Monday  the  10th  of  October 
and  continue  until  the  ensuing  1st  of  March.' 

The  Anatomical  Rooms  will  be  opened  early 
in  September,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator. 

Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

Fees. — Matriculation,    -      .    $5  00 
To  each  Professor         15  00 
Graduation,       -      -   30  09 
For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar 
July  1853.  No.  181  N.  Ninth  et.  Philada, 
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CI  ASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — ■ 
-'There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  in  this  Institution ;  the  Spring  Ses- 
sion, commencing  on  the  lust  Thursday  in 
February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August  Each  course 
will  continue  four  months,  ua  i  r  the  direction 
of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perxi...*,  .u  j  ,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  ana  Obstetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Cark,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try, and  Natural  History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery. 

William  C.  Kittridge.  A.  M.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Course  of  Lectures, 
$50.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  full 
Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  $10.  Ma- 
triculation, $5.  Graduation,  $10.  Board,  in- 
cluding the  expenses  of  room,  fuel,  and  lights, 
can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses  at  from 
$1,75  to  $3,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via 
White  Hall,  and  from  Boston  and  Burlington 
via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
Castleton,  Vt.,  January,  1853. 

GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— Fall 
Course,  1853. — The  Twentietth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Sept 
1853,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  ot  Surgery. 

George  Hadlby,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmicy. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Charles  A.  P.  BowEN,  M.  D.(  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  and  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment.  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $62 ;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3  ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  Gra- 
duation, $20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  lights,  dec,  $2  per 
week.  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

OTTO  AND  K03HLEK,  58,  Chatham-street 
second  floor. — By  an  experience  of  a  long 
•cries  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of  Sur- 
gical and  Orthopedical  Machines,  and  Instru- 
mmts.  Trusses,  Bandages,  ifC.  l(C.  ip  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our 
age  in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably. 
We  therefore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons 
to  give  us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham-st 
(2d  floor,)  and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles, 
especially  our  improved  instrument  for  Vac- 
ctna'ion,  which  is  the  most  finished  article  of 
its  k  rul 


(SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  COM 
^PLKTE— LIPI'INCOTT,  GRAMBO  &  Co 
No.  1-1  North  Fourth-street,  Philadelphia,  hare 
just  published,  A  .System  of  Operative  Surgery, 
based  upon  the  practise  of  surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  and  comprising  a  biographical 
index  and  historical  record  of  many  of  their 
operations  for  a  period  of  200  years.  By 
Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D.  Illustrated  with  up- 
wards of  1000  Engravings  on  Steel.  T'ho 
whole  forming  one  large  octavo  volume. 

CONTENTS. 

Parts  1  and  2— General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, us  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 
Face. 

Part  3 — Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 

Part  i — Operations  upon  the  genito-urinary 
organs  of  the  Male  and  Female. 

Part  5 — Operations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties. 

A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached ta  each  Part. 

1  he  Plates  will  be  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  $7  50  tinted— ©1.3 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  liache.   iVmtA  Edition. 

Dr.  Wood's  Pradtice  of  Medicine.  2  vols. 
8vo.  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
1  v.  8o.  For  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 


HOOD  &  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS. — This 
instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  eon- 
form  to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening',  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "  the 
natural  processes,"  by  which  the  curs  iseflect- 
ed.    This  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera  back  into 
the  cavity.     Then,  understanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  through 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  bo 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available — all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — ana 
contrast  them  with  the  incications  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  and  as  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle — as  surgeons  are 
not  blacksmiths,  and  blacksmiths  not  surgeons 
— and  as  the  disease  has  attained  nn  incurable 
character,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  determine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 
case. — For  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  H 
Gembrio,  43  South  Eighth-street,  Philadel- 
phia, or  J.  M.  SANDERSON,  3  Barclay-st,  N.  Y 
Also,  Agent  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limbs. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE— Med- 
ical Department. — The  Third  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will 
commence  on  Tuesday  the  first  of  November 
next,  and  contiuue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing 
March. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

\V.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Spe- 
cial Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

t  William  T.  Bricgs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for 
students  on  the  first  Monday  of  Octob<  r. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures  will  be 
given  by  the  Professors,  commencing  also  on 
the  first  Monday  in  October. 

The  Students  will  have  free  access  to  the 
State  Hospital. 

Fee  of  each  Professor  $15.  Matriculation 
ticket  $5  ;  Dissecting  ticket  $10  ;  Graduation 
fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  at 
from  $2  50  to  $3  per  week.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Dean. 

J.  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Feb.,  1853. 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
— In  future  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures 
will  be  delivered  annually  in  this  Institution  : 
th^  Fall  Course  commencing  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Each  course 
will  continue  Bixteen  weeks,  and  degrees  will 
be  conferred  at  the  close  of  each  term. 

Alden  March,  M.  D.  Pressident  and  Prof, 
of  Surgery. 

James  Mc  Naughton,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  .Romeyn  Beck,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica. 

James  H.  Armsby,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine. 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.  Prof,  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Howard  Townsknd,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obste- 
trios. 

Ezra  9.  Carr,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  the  First  Course  $60.  For  the 
Second  Course  $50.  For  both  courses,  if 
paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  course, 
$100.  Matriculation  Fee  $5.  Graduation 
Fee  $20.  Third  Course  Students  have  only 
the  Matriculation  fee  to  pay.  Graduates  of 
other  Institutions  are  admitted  free  of  charge- 
There  will  be  Cliniques  as  usual  in  the  Col. 
lege.-  Clinical  lectures  will  be  delivered  alio 
in  the  Hospital,  free  of  charge. 

The  expense  of  boarding  is  from  $2  to  $3 

•per  W6e         THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


UNIVERSITY     OF     PENNSYLVANIA. — 
Medical  Department. — Eighty  Eighth 
Session  (1853-54.) 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
October  10,  and  terminate  in  the  middle  of 
March  ensuing. 

Georgk  B.  Wood,  M.  D  Prof,  of  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.  Prof  of  Anatomy. 
Joseph   Carson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Pharmacy. 

Robert  E.  Rogers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry. 

William  Gibson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.  Prof  of  the  Insti 
rutes  of  Medicine. 

Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

Clinicvl  Instruction  iu  Medicine  and  in  Sur- 
gery by  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty 
assisted  by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D. 

The  Course  of  Dissections  will  be  conducted 
by  the  Prof,  of  Anatomy,  aided  by  F.  W.  Sar- 
gent, M.  D.  Demonstrator 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  Univer. 
Bity,  $105;  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only) 
$5 ;  Hospital  Fee,  $10  ;  Practical  Anatomy, 
$10  ;  Graduating  Fee,  $30. 

JOSEPH  CARSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Me- 
dical Faculty,  332,  Walnnt-street,  between 
Twelfth  and  Thirteenth-i-treet. 

F.  B.  Dick,  Janitor,  University. 


TO  DRUGGIS  I'S.-Wo  invite  attention  to 
our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  <fc  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Grecnwich-st.  N.  Y. 
THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "  F  r  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  iswhat  it  professes  -"o  be,  a 
good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
tying  the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only 
by  A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  i he  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Drug 
gists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala 
baster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich-strcot,  New- York 
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mO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  OF  THE 
■  UNITED  STATES— The  undersigned- 
by  a  former  communication  in  this  Journal 
addressed  to  the  profession,  invited  the  atten- 
tion of  medical  men  to  the  "  Aromatic  Schiedam 
Schnapps,"  of  hie  own  manufacture,  and  direct 
importation  from  Holland  ;  and  proposed  to 
urnish  physicians  who  might  desire  it,  with  a 
sample  hottle  for  their  individual  examination 
and  trial.  This  proffer  was  renewed  through 
the  public  press  all  over  the  country,  and  more 
han  four  thousand  bottles  have  been  thus  dis 

t 

tributed. 

The  undersigned  has  had  ample  evidence 
that  the  purity  of  the  article  has  been  tested  in 
various  places  by  medical  men,  who  have  sub- 
jected it  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  ;  while  many 
of  them  have  prescribed  and  recommended  it 
'o  their  patients  in  the  various  diseases  to  which 
they  judged  it  adapted,  thus  testing  its  medi. 
*inal  and  curative  powers  as  a  remedy,  for  which 
use  it  has  been  specially  prepared,  and  exclu- 
sively recommended. 

Hitherto  however,  the  testimonials  on  this  sub- 
ject have  been  chiefly  received  from  agents  and 
from  persons  who  have  been  benefited  by  the 
article.  And  though  the  names  of  the  physi- 
cians who  prescribed  it  are  often  given,  as 
reference  for  its  curative  powers  as  a  medicine, 
the  undersigned  has  received  but  few  letters 
from  the  physicians  to  whom  he  has  forwarded 
samples  at  their  request,  and  is  without  the 
direct  medical  testimony,  which  he  has  sought 
to  obtain,  either  for  or  against  the  article. 

He  therefore  now  begs  leave  to  inquire, 
through  the  New- York  Medical  Gazette,  of  those 
physicians  who  have  examined  the  article, 
and  tried  its  medicinal  effects,  or  observed  them 
among  their  patients,  whether  the  Aromatic 
Schiedam  Schnapps  has,  or  has  not  answered 
all  their  expectations,  and  whether  the  purity 
of  the  article  and  its  curative  efficacy  be  not 
equal  in  all  respects  to  the  high  claims  which 
the  undersigned  has  urged  in  his  former  cir- 
cular to  the  profession. 

While  medical  men  are  every  where  urging 


upon  Congress  and  the  public  authorities,  the 
vast  importance  of  prohibiting,  under  heavy 
penalties,  the  importation  or  sale  of  adulterated 
drugs,  in  view  of  their  mischiefs  to  the  public 
health  ;  the  undersigned  respectfully  submits 
to  the  profession,  whether  it  is  not  of  equal 
importance  that  the  sick,  for  whom  Alcoholic 
medication  is  so  often  demanded,  should  be 
protected  from  the  imposition  of  mixed  and 
drugged  liquors  by  the  use  of  which  the  most 
disastrous  results  are  perennially  witnessed 
not  only  upon  health  and  life,  but  upon  the 
public  morals. 

In  all  cases,  where  Alcohol  ie  prescribed  aa 
a  medicine,  this  article  is  warranted  to  be  pure, 
as  imported  direct  from  his  manufactory  at 
Schiedam  in  Holland  ;  and  in  those  numerous 
diseases  in  which  a  stimulating  diuretic  is  de- 
manded, involving  the  kidneys, bladder,  Sec.  as 
in  most  examples  of  Dropsy,  the  undersigned 
reiterates  his  conviction  that  its  general  em- 
ployment by  the  profession  would  be  a  public 
benefit 

For  the  convenience  of  physicians  this  article 
is  put  up  under  the  personal  directions  of  the 
proprietor,  in  pint  and  quart  bottles,  and  may 
be  had  of  any  of  the  principal  druggists,  or  of 
his  authorized  agents,  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States. 

As  he  desires  that  it  may  stand  or  fall  upon 
its  own  merits,  of  which  the  respectable  phy- 
sicians of  the  country  must  be  the  most  com- 
petent judges,  he  hence  appeals  to  the  profes- 
sion for  their  ^Unbiassed  testimony,  and  begg 
that  it  may  be  communicated  through  the 
New-York  Medical  Gazette  or  the  other  medical 
periodicals  of  the  country,  should  the  editor* 
deem  the  subject  of  sufficient  public  interest  to 
notice  it  in  their  columns. 
Very  respecfully 

UDOLPHO  WOLFE, 

18  &  22  Beaver-st.  New- York. 


Printed  by  Daniel  Fanshaw,  35  Ann-street 
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ORIGINAL  DEPARTMENT. 

[We  take  occasion  again  to  repeat  that  we  assume  no  re- 
sponsibility for  either  the  sentiments  or  language  of  our  cor- 
respondents, whom  we  either  allow  to  speak  for  themselves  on 
every  subject,  or  exclude  their  articles  wholly,  as  our  best 
judgment  dictates.  Their  independence  is  as  sacred  as  our 
own  in  a  free  press.] 

For  the  New- York  Medical  Gazette. 

Doctor  Reesb. — When  in  New-York  a  few  days  ago,  and  in  a 
Drug  store  in  Broadway,  I  observed  on  the  counter  a  few  numbers 
of  your  Journal  and  purchased  a  copy.  I  had  never  previously  seen 
a  copy  of  the  Gazette,  and  on  perusing  it  was  much  interested  in  its 
contents — especially  in  the  reported  case  of  a  mother  who  had  never 
menstruated,  by  Dr.  Gregory,  with  remarks  by  Dr.  Meigs ;  and  a 
communication  on  Alcoholic  Medicine,  by  a  Philadelphian — with 
remarks  by  the  Editor,  following  which  another  communication  on 
the  same  subject  by  Plain  Truth. 

Philadelphian  submits  the  following  queries. 

1st.  Is  alcohol  in  any  form,  a  remedy  for  disease? 

2nd.  If  it  is  ever  used  as  such,  is  it  so  necessary  that  no  substi- 
tute can  be  found,  which  is  free  from  the  objections  to  alcohol  ? 

3d.  Cannot  the  use  of  wine  and  brandy  in  the  treatment  of  Ty- 
phus fever  and  analogous  diseases  be  wholly  dispensed  with,  by  sub- 
stituting other  stimulants? 

4th.  Does  the  alcohol  contained  in  the  "  Aromatic  Schiedam 
Schnapps,"  of  Mr.  Wolfe,  contribute  in  the  least  to  its  medicinal  or 
curative  effects  ? 

5th.  Would  not  an  aqueous  decoction,  or  a  tincture  of  Juniper  be 
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equally  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  dropsy,  etp.  as  the  Holland  Gin  of 
Mr.  Wolfe,  which  he  tells  us,  contains  pure  alcohol? 

6th.  Are  not  the  dangers,  physical  and  moral,  incurred  hy  the  use 
of  alcoholic  medicine,  a  reason  why  the  profession  should  discard  all 
alcohol  from  their  prescriptions] 

To  the  first,  second  and  third  queries  inclusive,  I  answer  that  alco- 
hol in  some  form  may  be  a  remedy  for  disease,  but  that  it  is  so 
necessary  that  no  substitute  can  be  found,  I  deny.  An  affirmative 
answer  to  the  third  of  these  queries  would  seem  to  bo  all  sufficient; 
but  let  us  enter  into  an  examination,  or  as  the  Lawyers  would  say, 
make  a  special  pica  in  the  case.  1  cannot  say  with  "  Philadelphian," 
that  I  have  long  employed  alcoholic  liquors  as  remedies;  on  the  con- 
trary, 1  never  use  them — never  have  used  them — neither  in  Typhus 
'ever  or  analogous  diseases.  I  have  substituted  other  stimulants  in- 
variably, and  with  happier  results  than  could  have  been  obtained  by 
the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors.  Let  us  examine,  the  effects  of  alcoholic 
stimulants  upon  the  physical  system,  leaving  out  for  the  present  the 
discussion  of  its  baleful  results  upon  the  moral  system.  Their  first 
effect  is  to  excite  and  stimulate ;  their  second,  to  depress  and  weaken, 
by  the  destruction  of  so  much,  be  it  more  or  less,  of  the  power  of  the 
nerves  and  muscles — loss  of  tone — of  the  vis  vita3.  The  stimulant, 
then,  if  it  be  alcohol,  must  be  continued,  and  an  artificial  life  kept  up, 
which  cannot  be  long,  as  the  life  however,  soon  burns  out,  and  the 
patient  sinks.  How  different  the  effects  and  results  of  those  stimu- 
lants which  may  be  substituted.  They  are  mildly  diffusive,  surely 
stimulant,  health-invigorating — without  the  depressing,  tone-destroy- 
ing results  of  alcohol.  Is  it  necessary  to  name  them?  they  are  as 
well  known  to  the  profession  as  to  your  humble  correspondent.  A 
few  of  them  are  quinine,  camphor  and  ammonia.  These  are  some  of 
the  stimulant  remedies  which  may  be  given  in  the  dry  or  undissolved 
form,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  place  a  portion  of  either,  or  any  one 
of  them  pulverized,  upon  the  tongue.  Remedies  are  not  used  in  this 
form  often  enough.  1  have  frequently  witnessed  the  ill  effects  of  re- 
medies in  the  fluid  form  in  various  diseases,  but  in  none  more  so  than 
in  cholera  in  all  its  stages.  Of  stimulants  in  the  form  of  oils,  some 
of  the  best  are  the  following ;  Cajaputi,  Creosoton,  Limonum,  Menth 
Pip,  Lavendula,  Juniperi,  Carui,  Amygdala,  and  Aurantii.  Among 
the  Antispasmodics,  some  of  which  are  already  named,  are  Cas- 
toreum,  Valeriana  and  Assafcetida,  lastly,  tinctures  may  be  used. 
The  few  remedies  here  named  may  be  used  by  placing  on  the  tongue 
merely,  or  given  internally,  and  they  can  be  obtained  as  readily,  and 
administered  with  as  much  facility  as  liquors. 
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You  Mr.  Editor,  in  your  remarks  following  "  Philadelphia!-),"  en- 
quire— "  Ought  not  the  utmost  caution  he  taken  by  physicians  who 
prescribe  either  wine,  brandy,  or  gin,  lor  the  sick,  to  avoid  the  arti- 
cles sold  under  these  names,  which  have  been  mixed  or  doctored  in  the. 
process  of  manufacture,  and  to  give  the  exclusive  preference  to  pure 
alcohol."  My  dear  Sir,  let  the  utmost  caution  be  taken  by  physi- 
cians "  to  "avoid"  and  reform  it  altogether;  to  use  neither  wine, 
brandy,  nor  gin,  and  the  vile  compounds  which  have  been  mixed  and 
doctored  in  the  process  of  manufacture,  will  cease  to  go  down  the 
throats  of  the  people,  and  consequently  cease  to  poison  and  cut  short 
the  lives  of  thousands  annually.  Let  even  the  "exclusive  preference, 
to  pure  alcohol,"  be  done  away  with  as  much  as  possible.  Let  not 
the  specious  language  of  use  pure  alcohol  beguile  us  to  contribute,  by 
our  professional  sanction,  to  swell  the  list  of  physical  and  moral 
deaths.  Let  us  rather  raise  our  united  voices  to  decry  and  abolish 
their  use — not  only  as  useless,  but  absolutely  valueless  and  perni- 
cious. What  is  the  universal  belief  and  expression  of  the  public 
mind  and  voice,  sanctioned  by  four  fifths  or  more  of  the  profession, 
respecting  the  use  of  brandy,  both  as  a  preventative  of  and  remedy 
for  cholera  %  that  it  is  both.  I  deny  both !  I  have  known  it  do  much 
harm  and  never  any  good.  There  are  remedies — this  is  not  one  of 
them.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Typhus,  Typhoid  and  other  fevers. 
I  never  use  wines  or  brandies  for  these  or  any  other  diseases.  I  find 
other  remedies,  and  use  them  with  success. 

A  word  in  reply  to  "  Plain  Truth,"  who  seems  to  think  it  fiuffi- 
cienlly  strong  evidence  and  strong  argument,  that  "  every  writer  and 
teacher  iu  practical  medicine  is  regarded  by  the  profession  as  a  stani- 
ard  authority,  recommends  the  use  of  alcohol  as  a  remedy  in  a  gre&t 
variety  of  diseases,  as  not  only  useful,  but  often  necessary."  No\t,  as 
"  Plain  Truth  "  admits,  these  are  "  days  of  progress,"  why  does  ho 
call  up  the  spirits  of  "old  fogies"  in  these  progressive  days,  in  the 
vain  attempt  to  strengthen  his  argument  in  favor  of  the  use  of  "Alco- 
holic Medicine1?"  It  is  neither  argument  to  do  so,  nor  evidence  in 
favor  of  their  use.  We  have  "old  fbgyism"  in  medicine,  as  well  as 
in  politics,  and  it  must  give  way  to  Young  Physic  sooner  or  later — 
the  sooner  the  better.  "Plain  Truth"  runs  further  into  Plain  Error 
if  not  into  absurdity,  when  he  talks  about  discreet  temperance  men, 
alcohol  as  a  beverage,  intent  of  the  pledge  and  providing  for  the  me- 
dicinal use  of  alcoholic  liquors.  What  has  all  this  to  do  with  the 
questions — arc  alcoholic  liquors  absolute  remedies  for  disease  1  Ilavo 
we  not  substitutes  in  our  materia  medics'?  And,  cannot  alcoholic 
liquors  be  wholly  dispensed  with,  as  not  only  useless,  but  pernicious 
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under  any  circumstances?  It  is  for  medical  men,  not  "  Temperance 
Men,"  nor  "  pledges,"  nor  "legislators,"  nor  "  Maine  laws,"  to  decide 
this  important  matter.  It  is  of  no  consequence  whatever  whether 
provisions  have  been  made  for  the  medicinal  use  of  these  liquors. 
They  know  nothing  about  it ;  they  are  not  the  proper  authority  to 
decide  this  question,  which  is  purely  a  medical  one,  and  is  for  medical 
men  alone  to  decide. 

The  third  and  last  "  position"  of  "  Plain  Truth  "  remains  to  be 
noticed,  and  I  have  done  for  the  present.  "  All  practical  men,"  says 
"  Plain  Truth,"  "  know  that  multitudes  of  human  lives  are  saved  by 
alcoholic  medication,  not  merely  in  sudden  emergencies,  but  in  low 
fevers  and  other  protracted  disorders,  and  often  when  no  other  known 
remedy  would  answer."  Now  Mr.  "  Plain  Truth,"  with  a  flourish  of 
trumpets  at  the  outset,  briefly  states  his  positions,  which  he  says  he  is 
prepared  to  defend,  if  he  can  find  a  respectable  antagonist,  (I  trust  he 
will  so  consider  the  undersigned,)  and  winds  up  these  propositions 
with  another  flourish  in  the  following  laughable  style. 

"  If  any  body  denies  either  of  these  postulates,  let  him  now  speak, 
or  forever  hereafter  hold  his  peace." 

I  humbly  confess  that  it  is  with  some  terrible  misgivings  that  I 
screw  my  courage  to  the  point,  and  boldly  deny  either,  aye,  all  of 
these  "postulates."  I  will  not  make  the  denial  out  loud  however, 
but  softly,  tremblingly.  I  think  I  have  already  shown  that  at  least 
that  part  of  "  Plain  Truth's  "  "  position  "  or  "  postulate,"  wherein  he 
asserts  "  no  other  known  remedy  would  answer,"  is  an  error.  It  is 
possible  that  he  has  seen  "  multitudes  of  human  lives  saved  by  alco- 
holic medicine."  I  have  not,  Mr.  Editor,  I  have  seen  none :  on  the 
contrary,  I  have  seen  many  lives  sacrificed  by  its  use  in  all  these  and 
many  other  affections.  I  could  easily  lengthen  out  this  communication 
to  an  inordinate  degree  by  giving  a  list  of  deaths  resulting  from  the 
use  of  alcoholic  liquors,  in  cholera,  low  fevers,  protracted  disorders, 
mechanical  injuries  and  sudden  emergencies,  when  other  known  re- 
medies would  have  answered,  and  many  lives  thereby  saved. 

Respectfully,       R.  H.  Johnson,  M.  D. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Aug.  13,  1853. 


)n  enme  consequences  from  the  introduction  of  the  Croton  Water  into  the  city 
of  Neiv-  York,  deleterious  to  health,  by  Agvslvs  K.  Gardiner,  A.M.,  M.  D., 
Member  of  National  Medical  Association,  tj-c. 

The  reverse  of  the  old  proverb,  "  that  it  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows 
nobody  good,"  is  perhaps  as  true  as  the  original,  and  we  venture  to 
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say  that  there  is  no  one  great  good  that  has  not  its  attendant  evils. 
To  almost  every  pro  there  is  a  corresponding  con.  The  one  to  which 
we  intend  now  most  particularly  to  draw  attention,  is  one  that  is  per- 
haps generally  considered,  without  much  thought,  to  have  but  one 
side. 

When  the  proposition  was  first  conceived  of  turning  the  Croton 
River  into  the  City  of  New- York,  but  one  objection  presented  itself, 
its  cost.  The  benefits  were  so  easily  perceived,  what  will  not  be  done 
with  the  adjective  pure  as  the  watch-word  ?  Pure  water  !  No  more 
stone  or  gravel,  no  brackish  excuse  for  drinking  brandy ;  even  the 
washerwomen  were  deluded  by  the  idea  of  soft  washing  water.  The 
argument  was  all  on  one  side ;  a  few  years  only  have  passed  away 
since  its  thorough  introduction,  and  I  purpose  now  to  speak  of  some 
of  the  ill- results  that  have  ensued  in  consequence  of  its  introduction, 
premising  that  I  do  it  not  in  any  feeling  of  opposition,  or  without 
acknowledging  the  great  benefits  derived  from  its  introduction,  com- 
pared with  which  the  ill-results  are  of  little  magnitude.  The  result 
to  be  aimed  at  is  to  show  the  importance  of  caution  in  undertaking 
great  works  of  this  kind,  the  results  of  which  cannot  be  seen  till  time 
points  them  out. 

I  shall  pass  by,  without  notice,  what  may  be  called  the  abuses  of 
the  water,  the  prolonged  baths  ;  the  daily,  and  oftener,  not  ablutions, 
but  soakings  of  the  body  in  water  of  all  temperatures ;  with  their 
various  sequela)  of  debility,  rheumatisms,  and  affections  of  the  skin  ; 
these  were  not  caused,  but  facilitated  only,  by  the  introduction  of  the 
river  water  into  the  city. 

The  effect  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  has  been  the  disuse  of  the  wells 
which  formerly  supplied  the  city  with  water  for  drink,  cooking,  stables, 
steam  boilers,  distillaries,  &c.  &c.  most  of  them  have  been  closed  up. 
The  rains  and  snows  which  formerly  either  filled  the  wells  or  was 
caught  in  cisterns,  now  remains  in  the  earth,  or  is  slowly  evaporated. 

Few  cities  are  as  well  situated  for  health  as  New- York.  The  slope 
to  each  river  carries  away  the  fast  foiling  rain,  and  with  it  the  lilth  of 
the  city.  All  else  is  either  evaporated  or  sinks  into  the  thirsty  sands. 
This  last  was  formerly  drained  by  the  wells,  and  the  city  was  thus  one 
of  remarkable  dryness.  But  now  that  the  under  drainage  is  almost  en- 
tirely stopped,  the  ground  is  constantly  filled  with  moisture,  and  the 
city  is  less  healthy  in  consequence  than  ever  before.  Intermittent 
fevers  and  influenzas  (which  are  noticed  by  many  to  have  an  inter- 
mittent type)  have  been  within  the  last  few  years  unusually  rife 
amongst  us.  Even  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  malarious  influences 
have  been  frequently  visible  among  those  not  exposed  from  living  in 
any  other  locality.    During  the  last  three  years  I  have  myself  been 
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twice  attacked  with  intermittent  fever,  although  never  having  pre- 
viously had  this  disease,  and  not  having  been  exposed  to  any  malarious 
influences  out  of  the  city  during  that  period.  It  is  expected  that  the 
general  introduction  of  sewers  throughout  the  city  will  drain  the  sur- 
face of  the  superabundant  moisture.  Doubtless  the  moisture  will  in 
some  slight  degree  trickle  down  by  the  side  of  the  brick  work  of  the 
sewer,  and  will  perhaps  slowly  make  its  way  towards  the  rivers,  but 
6till  it  will  for  the  most  remain  in  the  ground.  Were  the  bricks  laid 
Without  mortar  at  the  bottom,  then  the  water  might  percolate  through 
the  interstices,  and  thus  effectually  drain  the  surrounding  ground. 

The  building  of  the  sewers  themselves  has,  however,  while  in  pro- 
gress, and  for  some  time  after  their  completion,  a  deleterious  effect. 
The  up-t  urning  of  so  much  new  earth  is  generally  marked  by  .1  mala- 
rious  influence.  In  a  conversation  with  the  celebrated  Trousseau  in 
Paris,  in  the  year  184">,  upon  the  subject  of  the  intermittent  fevers  of 
our  new  lands,  he  remarked  to  me,  that  the  amount  of  l; fever  and 
ague  "  in  the  Paris  hospitals  had  been  for  several  years  unusally  large, 
and  upon  searching  for  the  cause,  it  was  found  to  be  coincident  with 
the  building  of  the  fortifications  around  the  city,  and  principally 
among  the  inhabitants  engaged  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  excava- 
tions and  among  the  soldiers  employed  as  laborers  upon  them.  The 
great  amount  of  virgin  soil  exposed  to  the  sun  and  air  by  the  sewer 
and  cellar  digging,  filling  up  of  lots,  &c.  exerts  doubtless  a  marked 
influence  on  the  health  of  the  city. 

Another  cause  of  malaria  may  perhaps  be  found  in  the  water 
itself  that  comes  through  the  aequaduet.  This  is  not  the  pure  water, 
filtered  by  nature  through  beds  of  sand,  and  gravel,  and  rock,  free 
from  all  impurities,  save  and  except  mineral  salts  held  in  solution, 
but  the  surface  water  of  a  thousand  hills,  drawn  from  a  sluggish  river, 
filled  with  various  animalcules  decomposed  and  undecomposed  ve- 
getable matter,  clay,  rusts  from  iron  pipes  and  lead  pipes,  not  to 
mention  the  foul  dirt  wilfully  thrown  in  at  the  reservoirs  and  in  the 
river  itself.  Against  some  of  these  we  may  guard  ourselves,  we 
can  remove  the  animalcule,  the  undecomposed  vegetable  film,  the 
clay  and  sand.*    We  may  prevent  any  lead  from  uniting  with  the 

*  Evev  since  the  impurities  of  our  Wiiter  have  been  known,  vnrions  con- 
trivances have  been  made  for  lite  purpose  of  removing  them.  In  Paris  ihe  water 
being  less  abundant  than  with  us,  and  in  many  places  it  being  impossible  to 
carry  it  into  and  around  lbs  bouses,  the  water  is  admitted  at  most  into  the  court, 
yards,  and  generally  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  it  is  taken  from  the  public 
fountains.  It  is  generally  carried  into  the  bouses  in  buckets  and  placed  in  char- 
coal filters,  which  at  the  same  time  perform  the  double  service  of  holding  the 
water  and  purifying  it  before  use,  and  are  generally  rilled  but  once  or  twice  iu  a 
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water,  f  and  the  iron  will  do  no  har  n.  But  does  not  a  malarious 
influence  still  cling  to  water  which  holds  decomposed  or  decomposing 
vegetable  matter  in  solution  ?  To  what  degree  the  prevalence  of  in- 
termittent fever  in  this  city  is  owing  to  this  cause,  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  say. 

With  the  introduction  of  Croton  water  into  New-York,  the  swine 
began  to  depart.  So  far  as  the  eye  was  concerned  this  change  was 
for  the  better,  but  now  in  place  of  poor  scavengers  we  have  almost 
none  at  all.  Large  quantities  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter  are 
daily  thrown  into  the  streets  to  fester  and  ferment  in  the  sun,  to  taint 
the  air  and  create  disease.  In  no  degree  is  the  Croton  used  to  cleanse 
the  city.  In  Paris,  where  the  water  is  pumped  up  from  the  river,  each 
gallon  at  a  cost,  a  public  hydrant  is  so  placed  at  convenient  intervals 
as  to  command  every  inch  of  gutter  in  the  city,  and  during  the  whole 
year,  except  when  frost  renders  it  unnecessary,  persons  are  employed 

week.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  water  is  flat,  and  tastes  often  unpleasantly  of 
charcoal,  or  of  the  wood  from  the  receptacle  in  which  it  is  retained.  With  us  the 
matter  is  generally  drank  as  it  comes,  being  filtered  only  as  it  enters  the  great 
reservoirs,  and  thus  freed  from  largo  fish,  sticks,  &c.  Those  who  have  witnessed 
the  bugs,  worms,  vegetable  film,  and  other  unpleasant  and  noxious  articles 
which  float  iu  its  stream,  not  to  mention  1  li e  aniiiialcula.'  from  the  decomposed 
vegetable  matter,  have  used  various  filters  to  remove  it.  All  of  these  appa- 
ratus are  perfectly  successful,  and  all  partially  fail.  They  all  fail  to  remove 
all  the  impurities  when  so  much  pressure  is  put  on  as  to  force  the  small  particles 
through  the  interstices  of  the  filtering  medium.  They  are  all  successful  iu  per- 
fectly purifying  the  water  when  a  moderate  stream  is  turned  on.  The  differ- 
ence in  the  filters  consists  iu  their  convenience,  abilities  of  being  themselves 
cleansed,  and  cheapness.  Some  of  the  most  moderate  price  require  to  be  fre- 
quently taken  off  and  refilled  with  the  cloth,  or  whatever  filtering  medium  is 
used,  a  work  of  no  little  trouble,  and  above  the  ability  of  many.  Oihers  require 
frequently  to  be  turned  cud  for  end,  and  even  thru  it  is  slated  that  the  impurities 
are  gathered  together  in  tin;  centre,  and  remain  fixed. 

The  most  durable,  convenient,  and  perfect  of  all  that  I  have  observed  is 
called  '•  Johnson's  Combined  Filter,"  which  when  once  placed  upon  the  pipe 
need  never  to  be  removed.  15y  the  moving  of  a  handle  the  water  flows  either  in  a 
full  stream  unchanged,  or  iu  a  somewhat  smaller  one  perfectly  purified,  or  may 
be  slopped  off  entirely,  thus  superseding  the  necessity  of  a  stop-cock.  Although 
the  first  cost  is  greater  than  most  others,  I  think  it  will  result  iu  being  the  must 
economical. 

f  This  is  simply  effected  by  not  using  lead-pipe.  Recent  investigations  have 
abundantly  proved  that  the  lead  absorbed  from  the  common  pipe  leading  only 
from  the  street  main  into  the  house,  even  when  kept  constantly  flowing,  is  snlli- 
cient  to  be  perceptible  to  nice  chemical  tests,  and  to  injure  the  health  of  thoso 
susceptible  to  this  poison.  Prof;  Ellel's  recent  papers  are  intended  to  show  that 
pipe  can  be  manufactured  from  tin  so  as  to  be  used  as  a  substitute.  If  not,  zinc 
or  iron  can  be  made  use  of,  although  the  cost  may  be  much  greater. 
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to  open  each  hydrant,  and  let  it  run  for  a  specific  time  every  day  j 
thus  effectually  securing  the  cleansing  of  the  gutters  every  twenty-four 
hours.  In  this  city,  where  the  water  costs  nothing,  we  are  told  there 
is  none  to  be  had  for  such  purposes,  not  even  to  sometimes  wash  the 
gutters  upon  the  rare  occurrence  of  the  sweeping  of  ..the  streets. 
Then  too,  we  are  occasionally  told  that  the  gutters  cannot  be  thus 
cleansed,  because  a  small  portion  of  the  dirt  which  has  been  blown 
across  the  city  in  various  directions,  injuring  the  eyes  and  nostrils, 
and  dress  of  the  inhabitants,  finds  a  resting  place  in  the  senses,  and 
must  be  again  removed  from  the  sewer,  placed  in  a  pile,  again  to  be 
taken  up  by  the  winds  of  heaven,  and  go  on  its  never  ending  course. 

New- York,  July  31, 1853. 


Selections, 

From  the  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

AN  EDITORIAL  WORTHY  OF  PERUSAL  IN  THIS 
LATITUDE. 

While  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union  have  passed  laws  of  some 
kind  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  physic,  even  though  they  may  have 
subsequently  rescinded  them,  the  subject  has  not  been  deemed  of  suf- 
ficient importance  in  Virginia  to  require  any  legislative  action  at  all, 
and  the  admirer  of  our  institutions  is  subjected  to  the  mortifying  re- 
flection, that  even  the  most  despotic  governments  take  better  care  of 
the  health  of  the  community  than  the  rulers  of  our  own  free  and 
prosperous  State. 

At  the  present  time  any  one  who  pleases  may  practice  medicine 
in  Virginia  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  interfere  with  him.  Our  boasted 
liberty  has  degenerated  into  license,  and  the  title  of  Physician,  hon- 
orable in  itself,  is  assumed  not  only  by  the  graduates  of  every  paltry 
school,  by  the  majority  of  dentists,  and  by  some  apothecaries,  but 
every  quack  who  pares  corns,  or  invents  a  new  nostrum  dubs  himself 
a  Doctor,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  public  to  confound  him  with 
the  legitimate  and  educated  practitioner. 

This  chaotic  amalgamation  of  various  classes  under  one  honorable 
title,  which  is  the  result  of  the  practical  workings  of  our  theories  of 
enlarged  individual  liberty,  is  certainly  deplorable ;  and  the  remote- 
ness of  the  prospect  of  any  remedy  is  more  disheartening  still.  So 
many  impostors  have  already  become  incorporated  with  the  medical 
body ;  so  many  covetous,  unprincipled  men  who  desire  to  perpetuate 
the  present  state  of  things  for  private  ends,  are  numbered  in  our  ranks, 
that  those  who  have  received  a  liberal  education,  and  have  had  that 
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education  tested  by  an  examination,  and  have  acted  in  accordance  with 
honorable  principles,  are  outvoted  by  empirics  and  pretenders. 

A  large  number  of  physicians,  apparently  convinced  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  repressing  abuses,  are  satisfied  in  performing  their  individual 
duties,  and  manifest  a  complete  apathy  in  regard  to  all  measures  for 
the  elevation  of  the  professional  standard. 

Another  class,  indignant  at  the  success  attained  by  impostors,  are 
impatient  even  of  the  slight  restraints  which  medical  associations 
have  attempted  to  enforce,  and  desire  to  combat  quackery  with  its 
own  weapons.  A  painful  instance  of  this  is  exhibited  in  the  conduct 
of  several  distinguished  physicians  and  surgeons  of  New  England  and 
New- York,  whose  advertisements  of  their  superior  knowledge  of  spe- 
cial branches  of  our  science,  and  of  their  willingness  to  afford  gratui- 
tous advice,  have  recently  attracted  much  comment. 

Many  of  the  profession,  in  Virginia,  are  actively  engaged  in  the 
political  arena.  These  gentlemen  are  village  oracles,  or  the  lumina- 
ries of  country  neighborhoods,  and  they  refuse  their  adhesion  to  any 
measures  calculated  to  impair  their  usefulness  and  popularity  in  those 
capacities.  One  of  them,  a  member  of  the  late  legislature,  was,  we 
are  told,  one  of  the  most  active  opponents  of  the  Registration  Bill. 

Others  decline  to  co-operate  in  the  work  of  reform  because  they 
are  opposed  to  "centralization,"  (that  is  to  plan,  organization,  system,) 
as  if  the  very  existence  of  society  did  not  require  some  centralization. 

Another  disaffected  class  consists  of  individuals  who  are  opposed 
to  particular  projects  which  are  judged  expedient  by  the  friends  of 
reform,  and  who  refuse  to  sacrifice  their  private  prejudices  to  the 
common  weal. 

The  consequence  of  this  state  of  things,  which,  to  the  extent  of  our 
knowledge,  we  have  endeavored  truthfully  to  depict,  has  been  that 
the  profession  in  Virginia,  though  for  many  years  it  has  embraced  a 
large  proportion  of  the  talent  of  the  State,  has  done  less,  as  a  body, 
than  almost  any  other  in  the  work  of  education,  and  organization,  and 
the  advancement  of  medical  science.  A  large  number  of  eminent 
men,  the  most  illustrious  of  whom,  alas!  we  mourn  for  now.  have 
gone  to  another  field,  where  earnest  scientific  workers  were  sought 
after,  literally  exiled  because  only  practical  pursuits  were  encouraged 
at  home.  Though  for  a  different  reason  it  might  be  graven  on  their 
tombs  as  on  Dame's. 

Hie  claudor  *  *  *  palriis  cxtorris  ab  oris. 

While  everywhere  else  the  number  of  self-styled  "practical  "  men 
is  decreasing,  and  giving  place  to  a  class  with  a  better  knowledge  of 
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what  is  really  and  truly  practical;  which  perceives  that  an  arrogant 
contempt  of  the  theoretical  is  compatible  with  the  indulgence  of  the 
crudest  theories,  and  that  "the  assumption  of  the  title  of  practical,  is 
only  a  stroke  of  policy  to  hide  a  profound  ignorance  of  the  literature 
and  science  of  the  profession,"  the  physicians  of  Virginia  have  gene- 
rally remained  indifferent  to  those  new  methods  of  research,  by  which 
medicine  has  made  such  vast  and  secure  strides  during  the  last  few 
years.  We  have  taken  no  part  in  those  applications  of  microscopic 
and  chemical  analysis  to  physiology  and  medicine,  by  means  of  which 
obscure  phenomena  have  been  elucidated,  and  general  laws  of  nutri- 
tion and  development  have  been  laid  down.  We  have  not  assisted 
in  the  investigation  of  the  morbid  changes  in  the  fluids,  and  the  or- 
ganic and  functional  alterations  with  which  they  are  related,  or  in  the 
study  of  vital  forces,  from  which  fixed  principles  in  pathology  will 
ultimately  arise. 

Are  we  always  to  remain  thus  ?  Is  there  no  remedy  1  Is  none  to 
be  found  in  an  efficient  system  of  medical  organization  and  education1? 
The  benefit  of  a  good  medical  school  is  not  confined  to  its  disciples. 
It  reacts  upon  the  profession  and  the  public  at  large.  The  old  men 
feel  an  honorable  anxiety  that  their  attainments  may  not  be  discov- 
ered to  be  less  elevated  than  the  station  they  occupy,  and  that  they 
shall  not  be  left  behind  in  the  march  of  improvement.  The  young 
men  are  stimulated  by  a  laudable  ambition  of  becoming  worthy  of 
succeeding  those  whose  eminent  services  have  been  rewarded  by  posts 
of  honor,  and  the  public  is  taught  the  difference  between  educated 
physicians  and  those  nefarious  quacks  who  ignore  the  lessons  of  ex- 
perience, and,  aiming  at  nothing  but  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  by 
the  plunder  of  their  victims,  bring  ridicule  on  the  profession,  and  re- 
fleet  disgrace  on  the  age  and  country  in  which  they  live. 

Good  medical  schools  can  never  be  numerous.  Competition  will 
never  do  here;  it  quickly  ceases  to  be  a  scientific  rivalry,  and  becomes 
a  mercantile  one.  We  are  opposed  to  the  multiplication  of  schools, 
and  believe  that  those  feeble  institutions  which  have  betrayed  their 
inability  for  good,  should  be  treated  by  the  profession  with  as  little 
mercy  as  some  Indian  tribes  are  said  to  evince  towards  their  feeble  or 
deformed  offspring.  Three  medical  faculties  are  found  sufficient  for 
the  whole  empire  of  France,  surely  one  in  each  State  may  adequately 
respond  to  the  wants  of  this  country.* 

*  At  present  llie  annual  number  of  medical  graduates  in  this  country  is  five 
times  as  great (one  in  every  i:5,0UQ  of  the  population)  as  it  is  in  France,  where 
the  profession  is  already  crowded  and  under-paid.  Evidently,  then,  the  sup- 
ply is  far  greater  than  is  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  people. 
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A  college  of  medicine,  on  a  broad  and  liberal  basis,  endowed  by 
the  State,  and  cordially  supported  by  the  profession  at  large,  is  what 
we  earnestly  desire,  and  the  present  time  appears  very  favorable  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  end.  The  Trustees  and  the  Faculty  of  the 
medical  school  in  this  city  are  engaged  in  a  controversy  which  will 
probably  lead  to  a  separation  of  the  school  from  the  institution  with 
which  it  has  been  connected.  We  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  this  controversy,  which  involves  only  the  compact  between 
the  trustees  and  professors,  and  which  has  been  fully  discussed  in  the 
daily  press;  we  are  arguing  not  on  what  Aa?  been  but  on  what  should 
be  the  constitution  of  a  medical  college  receiving  the  support  of  the 
profession  throughout  the  State.* 

We  may  be  allowed  to  express  the  hope  that  this  separation  may 
take  place,  and  that  the  professors  of  the  college — whether  a  private 
association,  as  they  affirm,  or  beneficiaries  of  the  State,  as  their  oppo- 
nents declare, — will  solicit  a  new  charter  of  the  legislature;  not  for  a 
private  institution,  which  is  as  obnoxious  as  a  sectarian  one,  but  for  a 
"  Medical  College  of  Virginia,"  to  be  governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
composed  of  the  most  respected  and  disinterested  physicians  through- 
out the  State,  appointed  by  the  Executive,  or  by  we  care  not  whom, 
provided  their  number  is  large  enough. 

We  feel  confident  that  if  they  pursue  this  course  they  will  be  sup- 
ported by  the  profession.  The  medical  community  will  insist  on  the 
re-election  of  men  who  have  taken  such  liberal  ground.  The  com- 
bined influence  of  the  profession  will  procure  an  endowment  which 
will  make  the  faculty  independent  of  students. 

At  present  it  is  the  interest  of  the  faculty  to  procure  students  for 
their  institution  ;  while  it  is  their  duty  to  exercise  a  close  supervision 
over  candidates  for  the  doctorate,  in  order  that  none  but  qualified  per- 
sons shall  enter  the  profession.  Now  we  are  opposed  to  placing  men 
in  positions  in  which  duties  and  interest  so  clearly  clash.  The  evil 
would  be  remedied  by  the  scheme  proposed,  and  the  faculty  could  es- 
tablish the  highest  standard  of  qualifications  without  having  the  fear 

*  To  avoid  misunderstanding  it  may  l>e  well  to  state  that  we  by  no  menus 
Agree  with  the  parly  of  physicians  who  hope  to  attain  the  desirable  objects  to 
which  we  are  referring  l>y  transferring  the  power  of  the  Appointment  of  profes- 
sors from  the  facility,  which  has  hitherto  exercised  it.  to  a  sectarian  ami  self- 
constituted  hoard  of  trustees,  guiltless  of  any  knowledge  of  medical  subjects. 
We  cannot  understand  how  this  self-elected  corporation  is  a  more  proper  guar* 
dianofthe  funds  which  the  State  appropriates  for  the  fnriheriinoe  of  medical 
education,  than  any  self-elected  board  of  physicians.  No  lax-payer,  physician 
or  otherwise,  that  we  are  aware  of,  h  is,  in  that  capacity,  a  voice  ill  the  election 
of  the  trustees  of  Hampdeu  Sidney  College. 
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of  empty  benches  before  their  eyes.  Harmonious  action  once  ob- 
tained, a  State  hospital  might  be  procured,  with  those  facilities  for 
clinical  teaching  without  which  every  system  of  medical  instruction 
must  be  defective.  In  short  we  should  have  a  "  Medical  College  of 
Virginia." 

An  examining  and  licensing  board  would  be  an  essential  part  of 
this  plan ;  in  order  that  the  doors  of  the  profession  should  be  closed 
against  those  who  were  unable  to  conform  to  the  high  standard  of  re- 
quirements at  the  State  Medical  School.  From  what  a  different 
class,  under  such  circumstances,  would  the  medical  ranks  be  recruited  ! 

We  do  not  wish  to  talk  Utopian.  We  know  the  extreme  difficulty, 
under  our  system  of  government,  of  obtaining  legislative  protection 
and  aid  for  any  class,  and  especially  for  a  class  without  political  influ- 
ence. Yet  some  action  must  be  taken,  and  the  present  is  the  proper 
time  for  it.  It  is  the  indubitable  right  of  the  mass  of  the  profession  to 
dictate  on  this  subject,  and  we  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
humble  member  of  it  to  make  his  voice  and  opinion  heard. 


Influence  of  the  Medical  Press. 

"The  political  press  of  this  country  has  been  called  a  Fourth  Es- 
tate, and  certainly  its  influence,  which  increases  with  every  genera- 
tion, will  last  as  long  as  either  Queens,  Lords,  or  Commons.  Every 
discovery  in  science,  every  advance  in  civilization,  contributes  to  its 
facilities  for  diffusing  information,  and  for  guiding  and  controlling  the 
public  mind.  The  political  press  had  been  long  established  before  the 
several  professions  and  seperate  interests  of  the  community  acquired 
their  special  organs  of  journalism.  Medicine  has  not  been  behind- 
hand with  the  other  professions,  and,  holding  the  honorable  position 
of  leading  the  medical  press  of  the  British  empire,  we  can  affirm  that 
no  profession  in  existence  has  owed  so  much  to  a  periodical  press  as 
the  science  and  practice  of  medicine.  There  are  persons  now  living 
who  can  remember  the  time  when  the  few  papers  issued  at  uncertain 
intervals  by  the  College  of  Physicians  as  Transactions,  were  almost 
the  only  and  sole  periodical  publication  relating  to  the  profession  of 
medicine  in  all  its  branches.  Our  great  'hospitals  were  silent,  except 
for  the  few  who  could  enter  their  walls ;  our  medical  societies  were 
either  not  in  existence,  or  they  were  mute  beyond  the  rooms  in  which 
their  meetings  took  place ;  our  corporations  were  in  a  state  of  the 
most  deplorable  darkness,  irresponsibility,  and  corruption.  From  all 
these  things  the  medical  press  has  forwarded  the  instrument  of  escape, 
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fighting  at  every  step  of  professional  emancipation,  with  the  manifold 
agencies  interested  in  the  perpetuation  of  abuse  and  mismanagement. 

"There  are,  we  have  heard,  some  few  antiquated  bigots  who  look 
upon  the  weekly  medical  press  as  a  weekly  desecration  of  medicine ; 
but  the  great  mass  of  the  profession  would  feel  as  if  deprived  of  a 
sense,  if  any  one  week  could  pass  by  without  the  appearance  of  a 
medical  journal,  and  with  the  sudden  cessation  of  all  intercourse  be- 
tween the  thousands  of  the  members  of  the  medical  profession,  except 
that  supplied  by  private  sources.  Medicine  is  in  these  days  a  mili- 
tant profession — a  profession  fighting  for  its  right  of  place  with  the 
state,  with  the  public,  with  quacks  within  and  without  its  own  body, 
and  with  imperfect  institutions.  What  other  agency  could  adequately 
carry  on  this  struggle  save  an  independent  medical  press  ?  The  mis- 
sion of  the  medical  journalist  is  indeed  a  noble  one  if  properly  under- 
stood and  fulfilled. 

"It  is,  however,  of  the  first  importance,  both  to  the  medical  press 
and  the  profession,  that  those  in  any  way  connected  with  the  conduct 
of  the  press  should  entertain  a  due  sense  of  the  power  they  wield,  and 
the  responsibility  attached  thereto.  In  no  other  way  can  they  obtain 
that  view  of  the  dignity  of  their  calling  which  really  belongs  to  it, 
and  which  should  place  the  honest  medical  journalist  on  an  equality 
with  the  highest  of  the  profession.  Whether  the  influence  exerted  by 
the  press,  or  the  amount  of  ability  displayed  weekly,  be  considered, 
the  press,  individually  and  collectively,  has,  we  repeat,  the  right  to 
the  highest  consideration,  and  the  simplest  duty  of  its  members  is 
that  they  should  treat  their  own  calling  with  respect.  In  the  nature 
of  things  the  medical  press  cannot  be  a  permanent  body ;  it  must 
necessarily  consist  of  rising  men,  who  labor  in  this  vocation  for 
awhile,  and  leave  it  as  practice  and  its  responsibility  advances ;  or 
else  of  men  who  are  continually  extruded  from  its  ranks  through  the 
want  of  that  capacity  and  talent  which  the  press  inexoribly  demands. 
When  we  see  the  spectacle  of  a  writer  abusing  the  body  to  which  he 
belongs,  we  may  pretty  safely  place  him  in  the  latter  category. 

London  Lancet. 

The  Table-Turning  Delusion. 

The  following  letter  is  from  Professor  Faraday,  of  the  Royal 
Institution. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Times. 

"Sir, — I  have  recently  been  engnged  in  the  investigation  of  table- 
turning.    I  should  be  sorry  that  you  should  suppose  I  thought  this 
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necessary  on  my  own  account,  for  my  conclusion  respecting  its  nature 
was  soon  arrived  at,  and  is  not  changed;  but  I  have  Been  so  often 
misquoted,  and  applications  to  me  for  an  opinion  are  so  numerous 
that  I  hoped,  if  I  enabled  myself  by  experiment  to  give  a  strong  one, 
you  would  consent  to  convey  it  to  all  persons  interested  in  the 
matter.  The  effect  produced  by  table-turners  has  been  referred  to 
electricity,  to  magnetism,  to  attraction,  to  some  unknown  or  hitherto 
unrecognised  physical  power  able  to  affect  inanimate  bodies— to  the 
revolution  of  the  earth,  and  even  to  diabolical  or  supernatural  agency. 
The  natural  philosopher  can  investigate  all  these  supposed  causes  but 
the  last  ;  that  must,  to  him,  be  too  much  connected  with  credulity  or 
superstition  to  require  any  attention  on  his  part. 

"Believing  that  the  first  cause  assigned— namely,  a  qvasi  involun- 
tary muscular  action  (for  the  effect  is  with  many  subject  to  the  wish 
or  will) — was  the  true  cause,  the  first  point  was  to  prevent  the  mind 
of  the  turner  having  an  undue  influence  over  the  effects  produced  in 
relation  to  the  nature  of  the  substances  employed.  A  bundle  of 
plates  consisting  of  sand-paper,  mill-board,  glue,  glass,  plastic,  clay, 
tinfoil,  cardboard,  gutta  purcha,  vulcanized  caoutchouc,  wood,  and  re- 
sinous cement,  was  therefore  made  up  and  tied  together,  and  being 
placed  upon  a  table,  under  the  hand  of  a  turner,  did  not  prevent  tho 
transmission  of  the  power;  the  table  turned  or  moved  exactly  as  if 
the  bundle  had  been  away,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  all  present.  Tho 
experiment  was  repeated,  with  various  substances  and  persons,  and  at 
various  times,  with  constant  success;  and  henceforth  no  objection 
could  be  taken  to  the  use  of  these  substances  in  the  construction  of 
apparatus.  The  next  point  was  to  determine  the  place  and  source  of 
motion — i.  e.  whether  the  table  moved  the  hand,  or  the  hand  moved 
the  table ;  and  for  this  purpose  indicators  were  constructed.  One  of 
these  consisted  of  a  light  lever,  having  its  fulcrum  on  the  table,  its 
short  arm  attached  to  a  pin  fixed  on  a  cardboard,  which  could  slip  on 
the  surface  of  the  table,  and  its  long  arm  projecting  as  an  index  of 
motion.  It  is  evident  that  if  the  experimenter  willed  the  table  to 
move  towards  the  left,  and  it  did  so  move  before  the  hands,  placed  at 
the  time  on  the  cardboard,  then  the  index  would  move  to  the  left 
also,  the  fulcrum  going  with  the  table.  If  the  hands  involuntarily 
moved  towards  the  left  without  the  table,  the  index  would  go  towards 
the  right;  and  if  neither  table  nor  hands  moved,  the  index  would 
itself  remain  immovable.  The  result  was,  that  when  the  parties  saw 
the  index  it  remained  very  steady ;  when  it  was  hidden  from  them, 
or  they  looked  away  from  it,  it  wavered  about,  though  they  believed 
that  they  always  pressed  directly  downwards ;  and  when  the  table  did 
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not  move,  there  was  still  a  resultant  of  hand  force  in  the  direction  in 
which  it  was  wished  the  table  should  move,  which,  however,  was  ex- 
ercised quite  unwittingly  by  the  party  operating.  This  resultant  it  is 
which,  in  the  course  of  the  waiting  time,  while  the  fingers  and  hands 
become  stiff,  numb,  and  insensible  by  continued  pressure,  grows  up 
to  an  amount  sufficient  to  move  the  table  or  the  substances  pressed 
upon.  But  the  most  valuable  effect  of  this  test-apparatus  (which  was 
afterwards  made  more  perfect  and  independent  of  the  table)  is  the 
corrective  power  it  possesses  over  the  mind  of  th<  table-turner.  As 
soon  as  the  index  is  placed  before  the  most  earnest,  and  they  per- 
ceive— as  in  my  presence  they  have  always  done — that  it  tells  truly 
whether  they  are  pressing  downwards  only  or  obliquely,  then  all 
effects  of  table  turning  cease,  even  though  the  parties  persevere,  earn- 
estly desiring  motion,  till  they  become  weary  and  worn  out.  No 
prompting  or  checking  of  the  hands  is  needed — the  poiuer  is  gone  ; 
and  this  only  because  the  parties  are  made  conscious  of  what  they 
are  really  doing  mechanically,  and  so  are  unable  unwittingly  to  de- 
ceive themselves.  I  know  that  some  may  say  that  it  is  the  card-board 
next  the  fingers  which  moves  first,  and  that  it  both  drags  the  table 
and  also  the  table-turner  with  it.  All  I  have  to  reply  is,  that  the  card 
board  may  in  practice  be  reduced  to  a  thin  sheet  of  paper  weighing 
only  a  few  grains,  or  to  a  piece  of  goldbeaters'  skin,  or  even  the  end 
of  the  lever,  and  (in  principle)  to  the  very  cuticle  of  the  fingers  itself. 
Then  the  results  that  follow  are  too  absurd  to  be  admitted :  the  table 
becomes  an  incumbrance,  and  a  person  holding  out  the  fingers  in  the 
air,  either  naked  or  tipped  with  goldbeaters'  skin  or  cardboard  ought 
to  be  drawn  about  the  room,  etc. ;  but  I  refrain  from  considering  im- 
aginary yet  consequent  results  which  have  nothing  philosophical  or 
real  in  them.  I  have  been  happy  thus  far  in  meeting  with  the  most 
honorable  and  candid  though  most  sanguine  persons,  and  I  believe 
the  mental  check  which  1  propose  will  be  available  in  the  hands  of  all 
who  desire  truly  to  investigate  the  philosophy  of  the  subject,  and, 
being  content  to  resign  expectation,  wish  only  to  be  led  by  the  facts 
and  the  truth  of  nature.  As  I  am  unable,  even  at  present,  to  answer 
all  the  letters  that  come  to  me  regarding  this  matter,  perhaps  you 
will  allow  me  to  prevent  any  increase  by  saying  that  my  apparatus 
may  be  seen  at  the  shop  of  the  philosophical  instrument  maker — 
Newman,  122  Regent-street. 

'•  Permit  me  to  say,  before  concluding,  that  1  have  been  greatly 
startled  by  the  revelation  which  this  purely  physical  subject  has  made 
of  the  condition  of  the  public  mind.  No  doubt  there  are  many  per- 
sons  who  have  formed  a  right  judgment  or  used  a  cautious  reserve, 
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for  I  know  several  such,  and  public  communications  have  shown  it  to 
be  so;  but  their  number  is. almost  as  nothing  to  the  great  body  who 
have  believed  and  borne  testimony,  as  I  think,  in  the  cause  of  error. 
I  do  not  here  refer  to  the  distinction  of  those  who  agree  with  me  and 
those  who  differ.  By  the  great  body,  I  mean  such  as  reject  all  con- 
sideration of  the  equality  of  cause  and  effect;  who  refer  the  results  to 
elictricity  and  magnetism — ye  know  nothing  of  the  laws  of  these 
forces;  or  to  attraction — yet  show  no  phenomena  of  pure  attractive 
power;  or  to  the  rotation  of  the  earth,  as  if  the  earth  revolved  round 
the  leg  of  a  table ;  or  to  some  unrecognised  physical  force,  without 
inquiring  whether  the  known  forces  are  not  sufficient ;  or  who  even 
refer  them  to  diabolical  or  supernatural  agency,  rather  than  suspend 
their  judgment,  or  acknowledge  to  themselves  that  they  are  not 
learned  enough  in  these  matters  to  decide  on  the  nature  of  the  action. 
I  think  the  system  of  education  that  could  leave  the  mental  condition 
of  the  public  body  in  the  state  in  which  this  subject  has  found  it  must 
have  been  greatly  deficient  in  some  very  important  principle. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

M.  Fauaday. 

Royal  Institution,  June  28,  1853. 


Extract  from  Dr.  Beal's  Address  before  the  Medical  Society  of 
%  Virginia. 

"  According  to  our  code,  a  quack  is  one  who  professes  to  practise 
on  any  other  principles  than  those  which  the  accumulated  experience 
of  the  profession  has  recognized  as  their  landmarks. 

"  Any  one  who  procures  himself  to  be  distinguished  as  remarka- 
ble for  curing  any  particular  class  of  diseases,  or  by  means  different 
from  the  known  and  recognized  principles  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
is,  ergo,  a  quack,  and  deserves  to  be  treated  accordingly. 

"  It  is  a  stale  trick  of  him,  who  is  deemed  unworthy  to  enter  into 
fellowship  with  his  professional  brethren,  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of 
the  laity  in  his  behalf. 

"  The  cry  of  persecution  is  at  once  set  up.  The  unfortunate  indi- 
vidual is  discovered  to  possess  talents  which  he  himself  never  dream- 
ed of  before;  and  the  sympathising  public,  who  always  regard  the 
summum  jus  as  summa  injuria,  straightway  erect  themselves  into 
judges  of  a  matter  of  which  they  are  profoundly  ignorant,  and  of 
which  it  is  almost  impossible  for  them  to  ascertain. 

"  A  false  issue  is  set  up,  and  that  which  is  a  measure  often  of  most 
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painful  necessity,  is  attributed  to  sordid  motives:  either  to  the  desire 
of  pecuniary  gain,  or  the  fear  of  being  out-shone  by  this  new  light 
Well,  we  have  but  to  say  to  the  public,  that  we  are  the  best  possible 
judges  of  our  own  affairs;  that  by  no  possibility  can  medical  men  as 
a  body,  be  driven  to  the  perpetration  of  a  gross  wrong,  or  the  neglect 
of  a  known  duty ;  and  this  lesson  can  only  be  inculcated  by  present- 
ing on  this,  and  all  kindred  subjects,  undivided  front. 

"  Let  each  one  feel  that  on  him  individually  rests  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  whole ;  let  him  'fearlessly  exercise  the  right  of  con- 
serving the  sacred  trust  confided  to  him,  and  of  carrying  out  to  the 
fullest  extent  all  that  the  common  weal  requires  at  his  hands. 

"  If  some  lawless  professional  Ishmaelite  rushes  into  the  arena 
making  war  upon  his  brethren,  they  have  no  other  recourse  but  to 
cast  him  from  the  bosom  of  their  society.  This  is  but  the  formal  ex- 
pression of  what  the  community  of  professional  men  deem  wisest  and 
most  just  for  the  general  welfare. 

"  It  has  no  prison-houses  in  which  to  incarcerate  him  ;  no  court  in 
which  to  try  him  ;  no  power  to  place  him  in  duress ;  no  funds  to  pay 
for  his  lengthened  detention  there.  If  a  violation  of  ethical  rule  be 
committed,  the  community  aggrieved  have  the  right  to  protect  them- 
selves, and  tfc/s  they  can  only  do  by  inflicting  that  punishment  which 
the  commo-i  suffrage  has  declared  to  be  just.  They  are  the  only  judges 
to  which  the  offence  can  be  referred,  and  they  have  the  perfect  right 
when  fe\e  fact  of  guilt  is  established,  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  execu- 
tion of  their  sentence. 

"For  many  popular  errors,  are  not  physicians  themselves  respon- 
sible ?    There  is  no  class  of  men  whose  sayings  are  so  carefully  trea- 
sured up  for  future  reference  as  the  physicians."    There  is  no  class 
which  should  so  carefully  avoid  the  expression  of  opinions  which  be 
come  axioms  for  the  uneducated,  and  which  are  som  times  quoted 
not  only  against  themselves,  when  they  would  fain  correct  an  error 
but  continue  long  after  they  have  ceased  to  exist.    An  example  of 
this  I  will  mention  here,  as  it  is  somewhat  remarkable.    It  was  relat 
ed  to  me  by  a  gentleman  of  high  standing,  as  coining  within  his  own 
knowledge. 

"A  certain  professor  in  one  of  our  oldest  universities,  anion* 
other  evidences  of  a  proclivity  to  good  cheer,  was  immoderately  fond 
of  pheasants.  During  a  winter  of  universal  severity  these  birds  were 
found  to  be  scarce,  and  consequently  dear.  Our  bon  vivant  finding 
the  market  supply  not  equal  to  his  demand  for  them,  drops  into  the 
da!  y  papers  a  paragraph  warning  the  public  against  eating  them  as 
their  flesh  was  apt  to  be  poisoned  by  the  'unusual  food  which  the 
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rigor  of  the  winter  compelled  them  to  seek.'  The  pheasant  lovers 
left  him  a  clear  field,  and  the  wily  doctor  got  them  in  abundance,  and 
at  his  own  price.  But  now  mark  the  effect.  This  occurred  in  a  remote 
state,  yet  the  opinion  obtained  in  Virginia  not  many  years  ago;  and 
to  this  day,  in  the  state  of  New-York,  where  they  abound,  though 
the  author  of  the  fraud  has  been  dead  for  thirty  years,  they  are  rarely 
eaten  until,  after  being  subjected  to  careful  examination  and  various 
culinary  tests,  their  flesh  is  pronounced  to  possess  nothing  deleterious. 

"  Can  human  credulity  go  farther]  Yes.  For  the  instances  are 
not  uncommon  in  which  the  most  extraordinary  feats  are  attributed 
to  medical  science — such,  for  example,  as  taking  a  man's  liver  out, 
washing  or  scraping  it,  and  restoring  it  to  its  place — in  the  hearing 
too  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  perforniance  of  these  magical  dex- 
terities is  ascribed,  uncontradicted  by  him  or  his  friends.  Here, 
without  direct  assertion,  a  physician  is  accessary  to  a  fraud.  He  pur- 
chases reputation  by  a  suppresio  veri,  and  is  therefore  as  much  a 
quack  as  is  any  mountebank  who  professes  to  draw  teeth  without 
coming  within  arm's  length  of  the  patient.  '  Time  was,  that  when  the 
brains  were  out,  a  man  would  die.'  But  now,  could  the  sturdy  Thane, 
who  made  this  exclamation,  arise  to  witness  the  tritqnphs  of  modern 
quack  surgery,  he  would  become  convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  his  judg- 
ment in  that  respect. 

"  There  are  cases,  to  be  sure,  in  which  the  patient  ge*s  well  in 
spite  of  the  disease,  (I  did  not  say  doctor,)  where,  perhaps,  or.e  is  not 
bound  to  diminish  the  patient's  gratitude  by  a  frank  exposition  of  the 
truth.  But  here  the  praise  is  well  earned  by  the  untiring  devotion 
to  the  case,  the  anxious  hours  spent  by  the  bed-side  of  the  sufferer, 
when  all  other  feelings  seem  to  be  merged  in  the  deep  regard  which 
is  experienced  in  his  welfare.  This  is  what  gratitude  alone  can  repay 
— money  cannot. 

"  The  cases  are  so  rare,  however,  in  which  even  this  unsubstantial 
return  is  freely  made,  that  they  are  indeed  green  spots  in  the  desert 
of  professional  life.    But  enough  of  this. 

"  So  much  for  the  quack  homo.  But  it  is  yet  more  difficult  to 
deal  with  its  inanimate  manifestations.  Utterly  Protean,  you  no 
sooner  demolish  it  in  one  form  than  it  assails  you  in  another.  Like 
the  hydra — strike  off  one  of  its  heads,  another  stares  you  in  the  face. 
Destroy  it  in  the  form  of  pill,  it  springs  up  in  the  form  of  liniment. 
The  liniment  is  put  down  by  common  censent,  when,  phcenix  like,  up 
rises  an  all-healing  salve. 

"  It  says, '  I  will  arise,'  and  verily  it  does.  Plato's  system  of  phan- 
toms must  have  been  typical  of  this  many-headed  monster.  The  eye, 
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and  the  taste  too,  as  well  as  some  other  senses,  are  gratified  by  the 
exhibition  of  the  various  forms  of  beauty  under  which  the  favorite 
nostrum  of  the  hour  is  exhibited.  A  painter  like  Fuseli  might  bor- 
row  from  the  shop- windows  of  our  apothecaries  hints  for  many  a  dev- 
ilish design.  The  ear  only  remains  unregaled  in  this  delicious  olla. 
"  But  nil  desperandum. 

"  We  may  yet  have  our  musical  tastes  gratified  by  some  artistic 
combination  of  herbs  and  minerals.  Possibly,  ere  long,  every  accom- 
plished lady  may  find,  in  an  attachment  to  her  piano,  the  ready  reme- 
dy for  the  relief  of  pain,  and  for  the  cure  of  the  gravest  maladies, 
while  those  of  less  cultivated  tastes  may  discover  it  transferred  from 
their  own  imaginations,  where  it  now  exists,  to  some  ordinary  object 
of  household  luxury. 

"  Even  a  greater  curse  than  the  annual  utterance  of  remedies  in 
the  various  forms  of  pill,  bolus,  etc.  with  which  the  country  is  flooded, 
is  the  influence  exercised  by  itinerent  swindlers,  each  one  of  whom  is 
a  soi  disant  professor.  These  gentry  travel  over  the  country,  dis- 
seminating their  smatterings  in  every  direction ;  and  manage,  under 
the  specious  plea  of  pure  philanthrophy,  to  poison  the  understandings 
and  pick  the  pockets  of  those  who  are  credulous  enough  to  attend 
their  so  called  lectures.  They  ask  no  compensation,  they  seek  no 
gain,  they  lavish  their  precious  teachings  without  money  and  without 
price.  In  the  end,  however,  they  manage  to  secure  booty  in  the  shape 
of  tributes  to  merit,  presented  by  a  committee  of  ladies. 

"  In  some  cases,  though  they  refuse  pecuniary  remuneration  for 
their  valuable  services,  they  are  the  sole  patentees  and  inventors  of 
an  abdominal  supporter,  or  some  other  equally  useful  commodity, 
which  they  are  willing  to  part  with  for  a  consideration,  say  ordinarily 
three  times  the  price  that  one  recommended  by  an  intelligent  physi- 
cian would  cost. 

"  Now,  if  people  are  duped  they  don't  like  to  acknowledge  it. 

"  Straightway  every  lady  discovers  that,  somehow  or  other,  the 
professor  has  got  a  desideratum,  and  buys  one,  to  be  preserved  as  a 
relic  of  the  last  false  prophet ! 

"  Like  the  followers  of  Mokanna,  they  can  see  nothing  in  the  un- 
veiled hideousness  of  their  prophet  but  traits  of  benignity  and  self-sa- 
erificing  kindness.  Instead  of  feeling  like  Desdemona's  friend,  that 
every  woman's  hand  should  be  armed  with  a  whip  to  lash  such  rascals 
naked  through  the  world,  even  when  he  says  to  them,  as  has  been 
done  in  one  instance, 

"  There,  ye  wise  saints,  behold  your  light  and  star, 
"Ye  would  be'dupes  and  victims,  and  ye  are  " — 

their  faith  remains  unshaken. 
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"Now,  is  there  no  help  for  this1?  Are  there  no  arms  by  which 
we  can  combat  this  many-headed  monster?  There  are  annually  gra- 
duated in  the  various  schools  in  the  United  States  from  ten  to  twelve 
hundred  young  men.  In  many  cases  these  young  grntlemen,  invested 
with  the  honors  of  the  doctorate,  are  not  overburdened  with  this 
world's  gear. 

"They  crowd  into  cities  where  living  is  expensive,  and  they  there 
seek  professional  employment.  They  come  into  a  field  already  occu- 
pied by  older,  perhaps  not  abler  men.  Many  of  them  expend  much 
of  their  means  in  waiting  for  practice,  as  it  is  termed.  What  wonder, 
if  sick  at  heart,  with  hope  deferred,  and  pressed  by  the  res  angust.i 
domi,  they  become  dissatisfied  with  their  condition,  and  seek  to  better 
their  fortunes. 

"  There  are,  to  be  sure,  some  other  pursuits  in  which  they  might 
profitably  engage,  but  that  dearly  bought  diploma,  and  the  title  of 
doctor,  they  are  unwilling  to  part  with. 

"  Failing  to  succeed  in  regular  practice,  they  embrace  any  '  pathy  ' 
that  happens  to  be  in  vogue.  So  your  'regular'  doctor  is  transformed 
into  an  '  irregular,'  and  has  so  much  the  better  chance  of  success,  that 
he  is  triumphantly  held  up  by  a  discerning  public  as  a  rare  example 
of  a  convert  from  error. 

"Now,  employ  the  talents  of  these  young  men,  if  they  have  any. 
While  they  are  waiting  for  practice,  encourage  them  to  become  mis- 
sionaries in  the  holy  cause  of  instructing  the  popular  mind  on  the 
subject  of  medicine.  I  do  not  expect  to  make  doctors  of  people  gene  - 
rally :  we  do  not  wish  it ;  but  in  proportion  as  you  teach  the  ignorant 
to  admire,  then  will  you  teach  them  to  distinguish  the  false  from  the 
real. 

"  If  our  men  are  to  be  taught  to  keep  their  hair  from  falling  off, 
and  their  brains  from  being  addled,  let  the  information  be  imparted 
by  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar. 

"  If  our  women  are  to  be  inducted  into  the  mysteries  of  the  toilet, 
and  told,  by  arithmetical  calculation,  how  many  jupons  they  shall 
wear,  and  of  what  fabric,  let  it  be  done  by  one  who  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  who,  being  a  part  and 
portion  of  society,  will  not  abuse  its  indulgence. 

"  Ought  we  to  do  this?  Are  we  not  pledged,  by  the  third  con- 
dition of  our  existance  as  a  society,  to  protect  the  public  against  im- 
posture ;  and  if  it  be  true,  in  the  words  of  a  celebrated  moralist,  that 
'  he  who  can  drive  a  nail  straight  is  guilty  of  a  moral  dereliction,  if  he 
allow  his  neighbor  to  drive  it  crooked,'  does  it  not  become  a  solemn 
obligation?  Teach  the  ignorant:  whatever  we  mean  for  the  public 
eye,  we  mean  for  the  public  good. 
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"  It  is  the  duty  of  the  poet,  the  dramatist,  the  artist,  the  musician, 
to  portray  human  suffering,  passion  and  vicissitude,  and  to  show  them 
in  their  true  colors.  It  is  theirs  to  show  the  beauty  of  truth,  the  sub. 
limity  of  devotion,  the  dignity  of  fortitude,  the  grandeur  of  forgive- 
ness— it  is  ours  to  exhibit  to  the  world  the  blessedness  of  holy  chari- 
ty. Teach  the  ignorant ;  for  it  is  a  charity  greater  than  that  which 
giveth  bread  to  the  poor.  Send  forth  your  young  men,  with  your 
patronage  and  your  influence — make  them  soldiers  of  an  idea — let 
them  devote  themselves  to  make  a  theory  a  fact — let  them,  as  scien- 
tific lecturers,  instead  of  stooping  to  the  common  mind,  lift  it  up  to 
their  level — let  them  teach  the  ignorant,  until  they  enable  them  to 
perceive  the  great  truths  of  harmony,  of  order,  of  adaptation,  of  de- 
velopment— all  that  the  works  of  creation  reveals,  and  that  revela- 
tion explains  and  simplifies — show  them  God  speaking  in  his  own 
works,  and  deigning  to  be  interpreted  by  their  lips. 

"  If  they  cannot  find  diseases  to  cure,  let  them  try  to  prevent 
them.  Ventilation,  diet,  apparel,  drainage — all  are  correlatives  of  our 
art,  and  deserve  especial  care. 

"  Thousands  die  annually  from  want  of  due  regard  to  these  essen- 
tials of  healthful  existence — and  we  fulfill  a  duty  in  inculcating  hygi- 
enic rule,  which  in  no  other  manner  can  so  profitably  be  done,  as  by 
public  lectures  on  the  subject,  delivered  by  persons  recognized  as 
competent  by  the  highest  authority." 


Sudden  Deaths  in  New- York. 

Tne  multitude  of  victims  to  the  "  effects  of  heat "  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  as  reported  by  the  public  press  during  the  second  week 
of  August,  would  seem  to  have  startled  the  community,  and  especial- 
ly the  appalling  reports  of  Sunday  the  15th,  when  the  mortality  as- 
cribed to  the  hot  weather  reached  the  appalling  number  of  one  hun- 
dred in  a  day  ! 

Nearly  all  such  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  our  Coroners,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  attributed  to  "  congestion  of  the  brain,"  and  re- 
garded as  being  produced  by  a  coup  de  soleil,  or  a  stroke  of  the  sun, 
when  the  parties  had  been  exposed  to  the  direct  solar  rays ;  or  by 
the  "excessive  heat "  of  the  apartments  in  which  they  succumbed. 

That  these  verdicts  were  hastily  rendered,  and  from  a  very  loose 
and  superficial  inquiry,  must  be  sufficiently  obvious.    And  if  a  more 
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deliberate  investigation  could  be  made,  other  causes  than  the  "  heat 
of  the  weather  "  would  have  been  found  to  be  the  source  of  this  enor- 
mous waste  of  human  life ;  and  the  true  cause  of  death  be  ascertained 
to  be  in  the  stomach  by  a  paralysis  of  this  organ,  instead  of  the  "  con- 
gestion of  the  brain,"  as  most  of  the  cases  are  reported,  or  "  a  stroke 
of  the  sun,"  which  in  the  parlance  of  the  parties  are  synonomous  terms. 

Of  our  000,000  inhabitants  who  suffered  the  "  excessive  heat  of 
the  weather,"  and  a  large  majority  of  whom  were  exposed  to  the 
solar  heat  by  their  out-door  avocations,  not  one  in  3000  seem  to  have 
been  injured  thereby.  Of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  among  us,  who 
abstain  from  all  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage,  including  the  minor 
children  of  the  city,  constituting  more  than  a  moiety  of  the  popula- 
tion, scarcely  an  instance  occurred  of  injury,  much  less  of  death,  by 
"  the  effects  of  heat."  Moreover,  among  our  native  citizens  there 
seems  to  have  been  an  almost  universal  immunity  from  disease  and 
death  from  this  cause.  Most  of  the  victims  were  foreigners,  many  of 
them  admitted  to  be  intoxicated,  while  others  it  is  stated  had  been 
drinking,  or  were  excited  by  liquor,  and  several  of  the  deaths  occur- 
red on  the  premises,  or  at  the  threshold  of  grogshops,  and  the  connec- 
tion was  obvious.  This  was  eminently  true  on  the  fatal  Sunday,  on 
which  day  most  of  the  liquor  dealers  were  allowed  by  the  police  to 
keep  open  their  shops  in  direct  violation  of  the  law.  And  to  this  cause, 
more  than  every  other,  the  mortality  of  that  Sunday  ought  to  be 
charged. 

It  is  true  that  the  thermometer  showed  a  temperature  of  above 
90°  for  several  days  at  noon,  but  this  of  itself  does  not  endanger  life, 
or  even  health,  if  all  exciting  causes  can  be  avoided,  constituting  as  it 
does  only  a  general  predisposition  to  disease.  If  all  active  labor 
could  be  suspended  for  a  few  hours  at  noon,  and  no  gross  food  or 
stimulating  drinks  be  allowed  during  such  hot  weather,  the  whole  of 
our  inhabitants  would  pass  through  a  week  of  such  weather  without 
any  unusual  disease  or  fatality.  But  the  contrary  course  of  over  ex- 
ertion, or  excess  of  any  kind,  and  especially  the  use  of  stimulating 
liquors,  will  under  such  a  temperature  prove  fatal,  as  it  has  done  to 
multitudes. 

This  will  be  found  to  be  the  true  cause  of  death  where  occurring 
suddenly  after  drinking  cold  water,  which  only  proves  fatal  in  those 
who  have  previously  impaired  the  vitality  of  their  stomachs  by  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  hence  suffer  a  paralysis  of  the  stomach, 
which  unless  speedily  relieved,  involves  the  brain  and  destroys  life. 
Many  such  have  been  reported  as  the  victims  of  "  hot  weather,"  who 
if  the  truth  were  told  were  the  victims  of  rum. 
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For  lack  of  discrimination  between  the  sufferers,  the  appalling 
mortality  has  followed,  from  which  so  few  have  escaped.  In  the  hope 
of  securing  in  future  better  treatment  for  persons  under  such  circum- 
stances, the  following  suggestions  are  submitted  to  the  profession. 

In  all  cases  of  "  congestion  of  the  brain,"  strictly  such,  superven- 
ing suddenly  by  a  coup  de  soleil,  or  other  exposure  to  a  high  tempe- 
rature, the  treatment  should  be  pouring  cold  water  upon  the  head  and 
applying  hot  water  to  the  legs  and  feet,  with  the  internal  administra- 
tion of  Ether,  Ammonia,  or  some  other  diffusible  stimulant.  And  if 
relief  be  not  thus  speedily  obtained,  the  shoulders  and  back  of  the 
patient  should  be  stripped,  and  buckets  of  cold  water  should  be  forci- 
bly thrown  upon  the  spine  until  reaction  occurs,  as  it  will  if  any 
vitality  remains.  In  such  bad  cases  the  reaction  will  be  violent,  and 
might  prove  hazardous  to  life,  without  opening  a  vein  and  abstracting 
blood  freely,  which  then,  and  not  till  then,  should  be  promptly  re- 
sorted to.  Several  have  lost  their  lives  recently  in  such  cases  by 
premature  bleeding,  for  to  open  a  vein  before  reaction  has  been  fully 
established  is  manslaughter ;  and  to  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  so  when 
the  reaction  is  violent,  in  deference  to  any  prejudice  or  clamor,  is 
murder.  If  men  are  too  ignorant  to  discriminate  thus,  whether  in  or 
out  of  the  profession,  they  should  not  attempt  the  treatment  of  such 
cases ;  else  such  presumption  should  incur  the  highest  penalties  known 
to  the  law. 

In  the  other  class  of  cases  occuring  during  hot  weather,  in  which 
persons  fall  immediately  after  drinking  cold  or  iced  water,  their  dis- 
crimination is  equally  important.  The  paralytic  condition  of  the 
nerves  of  the  stomach  is  the  source  of  the  symptoms,  and  sinapisms 
to  the  epigastrium  and  spine,  with  the  internal  use  of  Ether  and  Lau- 
danum, in  large  doses,  are  the  extemporaneous  remedies  called  for. 
To  bleed  in  such  cases  is  necessarily  fatal,  and  has  proved  so  recently 
in  this  city  by  reason  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  medical  men,  so 
called,  they  mistaking  the  diagnosis,  and  blundering  into  the  abstrac- 
tion of  blood  when  the  vitality  is  at  its  lowest  ebb,  as  it  is  in  all  rum- 
drinkers.  After  the  remedies  above  mentioned,  reaction,  which  may 
be  slow,  should  be  invited  by  a  general  warm  bath,  frictions,  and 
warm  drinks. 

Under  such  treatment,  we  venture  to  affirm  that  death  might  have 
been  averted  in  most  of  those  cases  which  have  recently  been  victim- 
ized. And  we  do  so  from  having  witnessed  the  success  of  such  prac- 
tice in  a  number  of  those  who  were  prostrated  during  the  late  unpre- 
cedented irruption  of  excessive  heat  with  which  our  city  has  been 
visited.    And  we  record  it  as  a  witness  and  not  as  a  disputant,  that 
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we  have  seen  no  case  of  serious  or  dangerous  character,  in  which  the 
patient  had  not  been  indulging  in  intoxicating  drinks,  while  heated  in 
an  atmosphere  ranging  above  90°  in  the  shade,  a  piece  of  presump- 
tion and  temerity  so  inexcusable,  that  it  ought  to  bring  the  blush  of 
shame  upon  the  cheek  of  any  apologist  for  dram  drinking.  If  men  or 
women  will  thus  violate  the  laws  of  health  and  life,  they  must  suffer 
the  penalty. 

The  public  ought  to  be  disabused  of  the  representation  made  by 
the  public  press,  that  so  frightful  mortality  is  the  result  of  the  hot 
weather  alone.  Instead  of  such  cases  being  reported,  "  Death  by  1 he 
visitation  of  God,"  the  verdict  in  most  of  them  should  be,  "  Death  by 
the  combined  visitation  of  rum  and  quackery." 

Lead  Pipes  and  Croton  Water. 

There  are  certain  medical  savans  of  our  city  who  have  been  suf- 
fering under  a  monomania  on  the  subject  of  lead  poisoning,  which  lias 
strongly  appealed  to  the  commiseration  of  their  friends,  by  the  lugu- 
brious lamentations  they  have  indulged,  over  the  slow  poisoning  of 
half  a  million  of  people  in  New- York,  and  the  rest  of  mankind,  who 
are  compelled  to  drink  water  which  comes  to  them  through  lead  pipes. 
We  have  known  some  of  them  ignore  the  effects  of  high  living,  ge- 
nerous wines,  and  still  more  mischievous  excesses  in  sensual  indul- 
gence, as  sources  of  disease ;  and  console  such  sufferers  from  Dys- 
pepsia, Albuminuria,  and  even  Paralysis,  by  ascribing  all  their  mala- 
dies to  the  infinitesimal  doses  of  lead  which  they  have  been  all  along 
imbibing  in  the  water  with  which  their  brandy  has  been  mingled,  or 
the  ice  which  cools  their  champagne.  It  is  true  their  patients  have 
not  been  benefited  by  the  discovery  of  their  being  lead-poisoned,  for 
they  have  only  drank  better  water  and  less  of  it,  while  continuing 
their  bon  vivant  habits  of  eating  and  drinking,  not  being  allowed  to 
suspect  their  vicious  indulgences  as  the  source  of  their  maladies,  and 
the  "  blue  line  on  the  gums  "  continues  to  be  at  once  the  sign  and  the 
proof  of  their  being  hopelessly  poisoned  by  the  lead  which  is  che 
mically  detected  in  Croton  water  whenever  it  is  confined  over  night 
in  leaden  vessels.  Alas  for  the  poor  victims,  the  mischief  is  irrepa- 
rable, for  science  has  no  remedy  for  such  but  keeping  their  water 
henceforth  in  block  tin. 

The  manufacturers  of  block  tin  pipe,  who  are  envious  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  lead  pipe  makers,  who  have  contrived  to  line  their  pipes 
with  tin,  are  all  on  the  qui  vive  to  stir  up  the  faculty,  and  enlist  them 
in  the' controversy,  Lead  versus  Tin,  which  promises  to  be  as  learned 
as  the  celebrated  Bull-um  versus  Boat-um  trial  of  classic  memory, 
and  the  war  bugle  has  been  sounded. 
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A  learned  chemist  has  been  employed  on  the  side  of  tin,  and  his 
verbose  manifesto  against  lead  occupies  columns  in  the  Tribune,  the 
editor  of  which  is  as  learned  and  as  verbose  in  favor  of  tin,  and  his 
services  on  that  side  of  the  controversy  have  doubtless  been  secured, 
for  he  is  as  zealous  in  this  strife  as  he  is  in  Spirit-rapping,  or  as  he 
was  when  fee-ed  for  Watt's  Nervous  Antidote.  So  also  certain  medi- 
cal, surgical,  and  obstetrical  counsel  have  gone  over  to  the  tin,  and 
are  all  down  upon  the  lead;  confessing,  as  some  of  them  do,  that  they 
know  nothing  on  the  subject,  but  they  "  suspect "  there  is  something 
in  it.  One  of  these,  a  noted  Hypochondriac — it  is  said,  that  he  had  a 
pain  in  his  pectoralis,  major  or  minor,  which  he  shrewdly  suspected  to 
be  a  cardiac  disease,  but  upon  consultation  with  his  learned  colleagues 
who  are  known  to  be  mono-maniacal  on  this  question,  and  both 
of  whom  are  poisoned,  and  show  the  blue  line  on  the  gums — he  was 
assured  that  he  had  a  good  heart,  but  was  only  poisoned  by  lead, 
whereupon  he  espouses  the  tin.  The  certificates  of  some  half-a-dozen 
doctors  have  been  marshalled  by  the  chemist  against  the  lead  pipe 
manufacture,  and  the  block  tin  scrip  is  said  to  be  rising  in  the  stock 
market.  We  earnestly  hope  that  our  brethren,  the  editors  and  doc- 
tors, who  are  enlisted  in  the  strife  may  escape  the  poison  of  lead,  and 
be  rewarded  by  their  fees  in  block  tin. 

But  a  truce  to  badinage,  for  never  were  the  brethren  caught 
before  in  so  ludicrous  a  position,  and  we  opine  that  they  will  soon  be 
heartily  ashamed  of  the  humbug.  That  such  it  is,  reason,  experience, 
philosophy  and  science,  attest  to  all  who  think  and  are  not  paid  for 
their  partizanship,  always  excepting  the  monomaniacs,  who  are  entitled 
to  our  commiseration,  not  our  censure.  The  eels  and  tad-poles  revealed 
in  Croton  water  by  the  microscope  are  infinitely  more  guilty  of  en- 
gendering disease  than  the  atomic  proportions  of  lead  acquired  by 
passing  through  pipes  from  the  streets  to  the  houses  of  our  citizens. 
Vive  la  bagatelle  ! 

National  University. 

The  following  judicious  remarks  of  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck  of 
Albany  merit  attention.  No  man  better  understands  the  subject 
on  which  he  speaks  : 

"We  require  the  appointment,  under  public  authority,  of  a  Pro- 
fessor of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  or  Forensic  Medicine.  It  is  not 
possible  to  do  full  justice  to  this  subject  in  Medical  Colleges.  We 
teach  there  what  is  known.  We  want  a  person  or  persons  who  shall 
ascertain,  if  possible,  the  unknown.    And  great  as  have  been  the  dis- 
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coveries  of  late  years,  still  the  cunning  of  the  murderer  has  outrun 
them.  Why  should  not  men,  duly  qualified,  be  appointed  to  such  an 
office,  who,  by  their  researches,  would  be  far  in  advance  of  those,  who 
by  secret,  and  in  some  cases  almost  unknown  means,  prevent  detection 
in  the  commission  of  crime.  There  is  a  person  now  living — [Orfila 
died  about  the  time  this  was  written,  but  it  was  not  known  until  the 
arrival  of  the  succeeding  mail  that  the  great  toxicologist  had  departed,] 
the  certainty  of  whose  knowledge  on  the  power  of  poisons  is  such 
that  lie  is  not  only  called  to  examine  cases  in  every  part  of  France, 
but  not  long  since  was  summoned  to  Belgium,  in  one  which,  at  the 
time,  attracted  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  I  hold  that  there  should 
be  two  or  three  persons  of  this  character  appointed  and  paid  by  the 
Government  to  perform  this  important  duty. 

"  It  is  impossible  for  our  public  institutions  to  support  professor- 
ships in  these  various  and  accumulating  sciences  and  branches  of 
sciences.  You  require  the  aid  of  the  Government,  or  what  is  still 
better,  private  individuals  must  come  forward,  foster  and  support 
them. 

"  Addressing  myself  to  an  audience,  partly  composed  of  members 
of  the  Legislature,  I  submit,  with  great  deference,  that  there  arc 
certain  subjects  which  most  particularly  claim  their  care  and  endow- 
ment. 

"  For  example,  a  Professor  of  Statistics  might  be  appointed,  with 
great  advantage  to  the  community.  His  duties  will  be  laborious;  but 
how  much  time  and  money  might  be  saved,  where  he  to  compare, 
analyze,  and  determine  what  has  been  accomplished  as  to  Prisons, 
Hospitals,  Asylums,  and  indeed  the  whole  range  of  our  corrective 
and  beneficial  institutions.  How  much  useful  information  is  even  now 
gained  by  examining  the  returns  of  the  Census  and  Annual  Bills  of 
Mortality.    I  can  only  glance  at  this  subject. 

The  Anti-Lancet. 

A  chrono-thermal  journal  for  the  people,  bearing  this  title,  has 
been  sent  us,  being  number  five  of  the  first  volume,  and  is  the  first 
glimpse  which  has  reached  us  from  this  medical  luminary.  We  should 
have  still  been  left  in  happy  ignorance  of  the  existence  of  this  Phila- 
delphia prodigy,  if  this  August  number  had  not  contained  a  hit,  a 
"  palpable  hit "  for  our  humble  self.  An  official  announcement  is 
made  that  we  are  a  "false  prophet,"  for  predicting  an  amalgamation 
between  the  Penn  Medical  College  and  the  Female  Medical  College 
of  Philadelphia,  an  idea  they  utterly  repudiate. 

Indeed  we  must  stand  corrected,  for  this  Anti-Lancet  informs  us 
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that  instead  of  publishing  the  banns  of  marriage  between  these  two 
congenial  spirits,  the  Penn  Medical  College  is  a  schism  in,  a  secession 
from,  the  Female  Medical  College,  a  divorce,  a  mensa  et  thora  at 
least.  The  Dean  of  the  Penn  Faculty  declares  that  he  and  his  col- 
leagues ran  away  from  his  associates  in  the  Feminine  concern,  "  be- 
cause of  its  illiberal  doctrines  and  dogmatical  dictations  /"  This  is  in- 
fidelity outright,  and  would  justify  the  ultima  thulc  of  a  vinculo  matri- 
monii. They  seem  to  have  carried  away  captive  one  of  the  female 
brethren,  for  Mrs.  Hannah  E.  Longshore,  M.  D.  is  one  of  the  Facul- 
ty of  the  new  school,  and  associate  editor  of  the  Anti-Lancet.  Hence 
they  announce  that  they  are  "  elevated  far  above  any  distinctive 
female  school"  as  they  recognize  no  distinction  of  sex,  but  confer 
equal  privileges  and  honors  on  both  genders,  only  holding  separate 
terms  for  each,  at  different  seasons  of  the  year. 

Finally  the  Dean  gives  twelve  reasons  "why  ladies  should  give 
preference  to  the  Penn  Medical  College  over  the  Female  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia,  which  reminds  us  of  an  unlucky  wight  we  wot 
of,  who  had  nineteen  reasons  why  he  did  not  marry  his  lady-love. 
The  first  reason  was  "  she  would  not  have  him,"  which  being  pro- 
pounded, rendered  the  other  eighteen  unnecessary.  So  of  the  worthy 
Dean,  for  any  one  of  his  twelve  reasons  would  suffice  with  his  fair 
readers,  and  the  rest  it  is  a  work  of  supererogation  to  repeat.  For 
example,  "  The  Female  department  is  supported  by  a  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, (and  Directresses)  for  it  is  composed  of  both  sexes,  among  whom 
are  numbered  some  of  the  first  ladies  of  the  city  and  state."  This 
will  do  of  itself,  and  the  other  eleven  "becauses"  may  be  dispensed 
with. 

But  the  editor,  we  beg  pardon,  the  editress,  has  unwittingly  done 
us  great  injustice  when  she  says,  "the  New-York  Medical  Gazette  and 
its  polite  editor  are  opposed  to  the  medical  education  of  females  /" 
It  is  neither  truthful  nor  courteous  thus  to  impeach  our  courtesy,  by 
violating  the  ninth  commandment. 

It  is  precisely  because  we  are  in  favor  of  the  medical  education  of 
females,  and  heartily  welcome  them,  as  we  do  Elizabeth  Blackwell, 
M.  D.  into  the  profession,  when  like  her,  "educated"  and  qualified 
for  its  duties,  that  we  object  to  their  being  imposed  upon  by  the 
medley  of  ignorance,  conceit,  presumption  and  temerity  of  such  men 
and  women  as  either  of  the  Faculties  proffering  to  lead  "silly  wo- 
men "  astray,  by  a  mongrel  of  so  called  Chronothermal,  Eclectic,  Bo- 
tanic, Physopathic,  Homoeopathic  and  Hydropathic  quackeries  which 
they  falsely  dignify  with  the  title  "  Medical  Education,"  which  it  is  not. 

We  would  gladly  herald  a  capable  Faculty  who  were  qualified  to 
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impart  a  thorough  medical  education  to  every  female  in  the  land,  who 
in  the  exercise  of  her  individual  sovereignty,  and  the  rights  of  women, 
should  choose  to  practise  our  profession  among  her  own  sex.  We 
are  not  opposed  to  the  medical  education  of  females,  but  we  are  op- 
posed to  our  strong  minded  women  being  imposed  upon  by  such  false 
pretences  as  are  held  out  to  them  by  Doctors  Abraham  Livesey,  and 
Hannah  E.  Longshore,  with  their  associates,  and  for  the  reason  that 
a  medical  education  worth  having,  is  not  to  be  obtained  from  those 
who  give  evidence  that  they  are  not  themselves  educated  to  any  pur- 
pose. The  "school"  of  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Nichols,  and  his  wife  Mary 
Gove  Nichols,  at  Port  Chester  is  in  the  same  category,  if  the  recent 
stampede  of  the  female  pupils  between  two  days  has  left  any  one 
there.  Both  profess  to  make  doctors,  while  the  teachers  in  both  are 
ever  betraying  themselves  to  be  dunces. 

Nor  would  there  be  any  opposition  anywhere  to  Female  Medical 
Schools,  or  to  Female  Physicians,  if  either  were  worthy  of  confidence. 
And  if  Doctor  Livesey  and  his  colleagues  were  not  the  veriest  block- 
heads they  would  have  perceived,  that  however  desirable  Female 
Physicians  are,  they  are  not  the  men  to  teach  a  science  which  they 
have  yet  to  learn.  We  have  spoken  thus  plainly  to  define  our  position, 
and  correct  the  stupidity  of  the  Anti-Lancet. 

Tribune  vs.  Courier. 

"  The  Courier  and  Enquirer  ought  to  know,  if  it  does  not,  that 
The  Tribune  never  favored  the  Free-Trade  doctrine  with  respect  to 
the  professions,  to  the  extent  of  allowing  a  man  to  set  up  and  profit 
by  false  pretenses  with  impunity.  One  man  professes  to  be  a  '  Root 
Doctor,'  an  '  Indian  Doctor,'  a  '  Homceopathist,'  a  '  Hydropathist,'  or 
whatever  else  he  chooses,  and  all  the  law  should  do  with  him  is  to 
punish  him  for  any  deceit  in  such  profession," and  for  any  injurious 
mal-practicc  whereof  he  may  be  found  guilty.  But  we  have  known 
cases  like  this — A  patient  is  very  sick,  and  has  a  regular  physician, 
who  gives  him  up  as  incurable  and  about  to  die.  Thus  surrendered,  he 
turns  in  utter  desperation  to  some  pretender  termed  a  quack  or  irre- 
gular, and  is  restored  to  health  by  him.  In  this  case  The  Courier 
would  make  him  pay  the  regular  who  took  him  to  death's  door,  but 
exempt  the  empiric  or  heretic  who  saved  his  life.  We  would  say, 
'  Make  every  man  sail  under  his  true  colors,  and  then  punish  malprac- 
tice or  false  pretense,  whether  in  regular  or  quack.'  Who  can  indi- 
cate a  better  rule'f'  New- York  Tribune. 

There  is  no  species  of  quackery,  out  of  which  the  Tribune  does  not 
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make  money  by  patronising  it;  and  the  editor  thus  attempts  to  parry 
the  "  palpable  hit "  made  by  the  rebuke  of  one  of  his  neighbors. 
And  yet  out  of  his  own  mouth  he  is  self  convicted,  for  if  "  every  man 
sailed  under  his  true  colors,"  the  "  deceit "  of  which  the  public  are  now 
the  victims  would  no  longer  pay.  If  his  friends  the  Homoeopaths  and 
Spiritual  rappers  were  as  honest  as  their  rival  quacks,  who  "  profess 
to  be  Root  Doctors  and  Indian  Doctors,"  they  would  no  longer  profess 
to  be  doctors,  but  would  have  on  their  signs  their  "  true  colors,"  Ho- 
moeopathic, or  Spiritual-rapping  doctors,  or  a  little 'of  both,  as  the  case 
may  be.  They  would  not  then  be  guilty,  as  now,  of  the  "  deceit  " 
which  by  his  own  showing  ought  to  be  punished  by  the  law.  The 
ground  of  complaint  is  that  the  public  are  not  able  to  distinguish  the 
quacks  from  physicictJis,  which  they  are  not ;  and  are  hence  ensnared 
into  employing  the  former  by  the  precise  "deceit"  he  condemns.  It 
is  to  this  imposition  that  our  citizens,  and  especially  strangers,  are 
constantly  subjected.  A  messenger  is  despatched  for  a  physician,  and 
finding  the  sign  "  Doctor"  A.  or  B.  on  a  door,  he  leaves  his  message, 
and  is  accompanied  or  followed  by  a  Homoeopath,  a  Clairvoyant,  or  a 
Spiritual-rapper,  who  by  false  pretences  claims  to  be  a  physician. 
The  patient  and  family  may  or  may  not  discover  the  cheat  after  he 
has  made  his  visit  and  secured  his  fee.  In  the  former  case  he  will 
proffer  to  run  an  accommodation  line  if  they  prefer  it,  and  "  treat  the 
case  in  the  regular  way,"  if  they  will  only  retain  him ;  while,  if  they 
fail  to  detect  him,  he  will  humbug  them  with  one  or  other  of  his  tricks 
as  he  may  find  to  pay  him  best.  This  is  a  deceit  of  every  day  occur- 
rence, and  is  the  secret  of  their  success. 

New  Abdominal  Supporter. 

A  new  instrument  has  recently  been  introduced  to  the  profession 
of  our  city,  by  our  friend  Dr.  Cleaveland,  of  Vermont,  designed  to 
combine  with  the  mechanical  support  of  the  pelvic  and  abdominal 
viscera,  the  direct  and  continuous  influence  of  Galvanism;  thus  se- 
curing the  advantages  of  the  electric  current  in  all  those  cases  to 
which  it  is  adapted,  especially  to  females,  suffering  under  uterine 
disabilities. 

The  construction  of  the  instrument  is  an  improvement  on  all  its 
predecessors,  in  its  neatness,  ingenuity,  and  adaptation  to  the  purposes 
for  which  such  contrivances  arc  worn ;  and  that  the  galvanic  fluid  can 
be  made  thus  silently  to  influence  the  organic  nerves  with  salutary 
results  can  easily  be  demonstrated.  We  are  employing  it  usefully, 
and  learn  from  other  practitioners  in  the  city  that  they  and  their 


414 


THE  NEW-YORK 


patients  arc  giving  it  a  decided  preference  over  any  and  all  the  heavy 
and  cumbersome  harness,  heretofore  in  use,  many  of  which  "sup- 
porters "  have  brought  odium  and  disrepute  upon  an  agency  capable 
of  great  usefulness. 

H.  Seymour  &  Co.  of  Seneca  Falls,  are  the  manufacturers,  who 
should  have  an  agency  in  New-York  for  the  supply  of  the  profession. 
We  understand  from  Dr.  Cleaveland  that  the  instruments  are  furnished 
to  physicians  on  accommodating  terms,  with  the  view  to  prevent  their 
indiscriminate  employment,  for  none  but  medical  men  should  direct 
their  application.  This  is  the  true  method  of  keeping  up  their  repu- 
tation, by  preventing  the  mischief  of  their  improper  use,  in  cases  to 
which  they  are  not  adapted. 

Unsurgical  Surgery. 

Two  correspondents  have  sent  us  each  a  critique  upon  certain 
recent  cases  of  operations  performed  in  the  New- York  Hospital, 
which  the  one  calls  "  an  outrage  upon  the  morale  of  the  profession," 
and  the  other  denominates  "cruel  and  inhuman  mangling."  "We  res- 
pectfully decline  these  articles,  for  we  despair  of  any  expose  in  a 
medical  journal  being  influential  with  that  Board  of  Lay  Governors. 
It  is  only  through  the  secular  press  that  these  gentry  can  be  reached, 
and  to  that  medium  we  commend  our  contributors. 

Wc  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that  the  entree  of  the  junior  sur- 
geon should  be  signalized  by  "  bloody  operations,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  cutting  ;"  nor  that  they  should  be  attended  with  his  usual  success, 
the  "  speedy  death  of  his  patients."  We  candidly  and  fearlessly  fore- 
shadowed this  result  in  the  notice  we  were  constrained  to  take  of  his 
appointment.  He  can  now  boast  that  he  has  performed  amputation 
at  the  shoulder  joint,  and  also  at  the  hip-joint,  so  that  his  object  is 
attained  by  these  deeds  of  blood,  though  neither  patient  coiild  survive 
the  operation,  an  event  which  ought  to  have  been  understood  when 
this  course  was  taken. 

The  surgical  rule  laid  down  and  enforced  by  all  conscientious  men, 
forbids  all  such  operations  unless  there  is  a  rational  probability  that 
life  may  be  prolonged  thereby.  But  in  these  days,  men,  called  sur- 
geons, are  permitted  to  operate  for  the  sake  of  the  operation,  without 
the  remotest  possibility  that  the  patient,  in  one  case  'a  friendless  little 
girl,"  "  a  mere  child,"  could  survive  the  terrible  ordeal,  in  addition  to 
the  rail  road  accident  which  furnished  the  pretext  for  amputating  at 
the  hip-joint. 

But  remonstrance  is  vain.    Mere  operators  are  now  made  sur- 
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eeons,  and  we  need  not  marvel  at  the  success  of  medical  men  adver- 
tising  to  treat  all  "surgical  cases  without  the  knife,"  as  a  certain  Dr. 
Samuel  Gilbert  does  in  our  newspapers.  Success  to  him  we  say,  if 
he  will  stop  the  butchery  of  "mere  operators,"  who  so  abound  among 
us  that  the  four  Coroners  are  kept  busy  with  their  victims. 

We  begin  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Mauley,  who  used 
to  say,  that  he  "  could  take  any  butcher  boy  and  qualify  him  for  such 
operative  surgery  as  that  in  vogue,  in  five  hours  !"  He  was  right, — 
anybody  can  make  cripples, — anybody  can  mutilate  a  dying  fellow 
being  by  cutting  off  his  limbs, — but  the  office  of  true  surgery  is  to 
save  limbs,  and  prolong  life,  even  when  amputation  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose ;  and,  any  other  surgery,  in  the  hospitals  or  out  of  them, 
is  "  butchery." 

We  have  done  what  we  could  in  former  numbers  of  this  journal  to 
show  that  all  such  operations  are  repudiated  by  the  profession,  as  in 
violation  of  all  surgical  authority.  The  degradation  to  which  New- York 
surgery  has  reduced  both  the  science  and  the  art,  has  been  the  result  of 
the  fatality  of  capital  operations,  performed  here  under  circumstances 
which  would  not  be  permitted  in  any  other  hospital  in  the  country. 
A  due  regard  to  the  probable  result  would  forbid  the  use  of  the  knife 
whenever  there  is  no  reasonable  probability  of  recovery.  Operations 
undertaken  upon  patients  in  articulo  mortis,  and  followed  by  the 
death  of  the  patient  in  a  few  hours,  and  often  while  upon  the  table, 
should  subject  the  triflers  with  human  life  to  indictment  by  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  other  penalties  of  fatal  mal-practice.  We  have  not  yet 
done  with  this  subject. 

Another  Inquest. 

A  coroner's  jury  has  lately  rendered  a  verdict  in  this  city,  that 
death  has  been  occasioned  in  an  adult,  by  some  jive  or  six  teaspoonsful 
of  paregoric,  given  for  the  relief  of  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  this, 
strange  enough  to  record,  on  medical  testimony.  The  jury  censure  an 
apothecary  in  the  neighborhood  for  having  given  an  opinion  when 
inquired  of,  that  "  one  or  two  table-spoonsful  would  be  a  safe  dose." 
Upon  this  case,  as  reported,  we  take  occasion  to  say  : 
First.  The  use  of  paregoric  or  any  other  drug,  without  medical 
advice,  in  thi  scity,  was  on  the  part  of  the  patient  and  his  friends  highly 
censurable. 

Second.  If  a  medical  man  prescribed  the  repeated  use  of  a  tea- 
spoonful,  while  the  patient  was  in  pain,  the  remedy  was  innocent  in 
quantity  and  quality,  whether  useful  or  not. 
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Third.  To  send  to  any  apothecary  to  know  how  large  a  dose  of 
any  drug  is  safe,  as  was  done  in  this  case,  deserved  the  censure  of 
the  jury. 

Fourth.  No  apothecary  should  give  an  answer  to  such  a  question, 
as  it  is  not  within  his  province  to  judge  or  pronounce  upon  the  safety 
of  any  drug,  when  administered  in  disease. 

Fifth,  The  apothecary  in  this  case,  as  reported,  said  that  one  or 
even  two  taWe-spoonsful  would  be  a  safe  dose  to  an  adult  suffering 
with  pain,  and  in  this  opinion  he  was  clearly  right,  for  an  ounce  of 
paregoric,  when  properly  made,  only  contains  two  grains  of  opium. 

Lastly.  Not  knowing,  we  cannot  presume  to  say  what  was  the 
cause  of  death ;  but,  we  do  take  it  upon  us  to  say  that  the  man  did 
not  die  of  the  paregoric  according  to  the  evidence  before  the  jury, 
and  no  medical  coroner  should  have  recorded  such  a  verdict,  for  he  at 
least  should  have  known  better. 

Opium,  as  every  tyro  knows,  when  given  during  pain,  expends  its 
potency  in  relieving  the  pain  without  producing  narcotism,  and  this 
even  when,  as  in  many  cases,  triple  and  quadruple  doses  are  called 
for.  Nor  would  any  real  or  fancied  "  debility  or  weakness  "  of  the. 
patient  reverse  this  law  in  pathology  and  therapeutics.  It  is  certain 
then  that  this  man  did  not  die  of  an  over  dose  of  opium,  and  the 
Coroner  ought  to  be  required  to  report  the  true  cause  of  death.  Let 
a  post  mortem  be  made  in  every  such  case,  and  if  lie  does  not  then 
know,  let  him  send  for  somebody  that  does. 

Yellow  Fever  at  New  Orleans. 

The  terrible  visitation  of  this  great  southern  city  during  the  pre- 
sent summer,  by  epidemic  malignant  fever,  and  its  frightful  mortality, 
would  seem  to  be  entirely  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  yellow 
fever.  The  per-centage  of  deaths  is  so  much  beyond  whatever  oc- 
curred before,  that  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  some  radical  defect  must 
exist  in  the  medical  treatment  upon  which  reliance  is  placed.  All 
experience  in  former  epidemics  of  this  fever,  has  created  the  belief 
that  in  the  early  stages  the  malady  is  amenable  to  active  remedies, 
and  that  such  wide  spread  mortality  should  occur  for  weeks  together 
forbids  the  supposition  that  remedies  are  neglected  or  postponed 
until  a  late  stage,  for  the  population  must  be  fully  apprised  of  its 
clangers.  Can  it  be  that  the  profession  have  yielded  to  the  vulgar 
clamor  against  the  lancet  and  calomel,  which  in  every  tropical  coun- 
try have  been  found  reliable  in  the  grave  congestions  and  inflammatoiy 
lesions  of  vital  organs,  which  charaterize  severe  cases  of  yellow  fever  ? 
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We  wait  to  hear  from  our  brethren  there  the  solution  of  the  mystery 
which  shrouds  the  statistics  of  the  present  mortality  in  New  Orleans. 

Medical  College  of  Ohio.- -Re-organized. 

In  another  column,  the  announcement  of  the  thirty-fourth  session 
of  this  now  venerable  school,  by  its  newly  organized  Faculty,  will 
gratify  its  numerous  friends.  The  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  one,  the  declining  health  of  another,  and  the  retirement  of  a  third, 
all  occurring  within  the  last  year  have  been  filled  by  the  Trustees 
with  able  and  popular  men,  and  an  eighth  chair  has  been  added  so  as 
to  complete  the  Faculty.  All  the  new  appointments  are  western  men, 
which  policy  is  wise  and  judicious  giving  promise  that  the  present  is 
a  permanent  organization. 

With  the  new  and  spacious  edifice,  now  completed,  and  the  ample 
arrangements  made  for  improving  and  increasing  the  facilities  for 
thorough  and  practical  instruction,  we  venture  to  anticipate  for  this 
school,  that  it  will  soon  excel  its  former  greatness,  and  regain  that 
numerical  supremacy  among  its  rivals  which  they  claim  for  the  Queen 
city  of  the  West,  where  it  is  located. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

This  institution,  which  has  taken  so  strong  hold  of  the  public  con- 
fidence, and  received  so  extraordinary  favor  from  the  profession,  as 
to  number  the  largest  class  of  students  in  the  country,  it  will  be  seen 
is  preparing  to  open  its  next  session  as  elsewhere  announced  in  this 
journal.  The  learning,  ability,  enterprize,  and  ambition  to  excel, 
which  characterize  this  harmonious  Faculty,  afford  the  surest  prestige 
of  its  continued  success  and  popularity. 

Alcoholic  Medication. 

Our  correspondent  "  Plain  Truth,"  will  find  in  this  number,  that  a 
"  respectable  antagonist "  has  called  him  out,  and  we  shall  expect  to 
hear  from  him  in  time  for  our  October  issue.  The  subject  is  one  of 
much  interest,  and  two  other  communications,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
controversy,  reached  us  too  late  for  the  present  number.  They  too 
may  appear  in  our  next. 

Medical  Books. 

The  respectable  publishing  house  of  Barrington  and  Haswell,  of 
Philadelphia,  have  responded  in  our  advertising  columns  to  the  call 
made  upon  the  medical  booksellers,  to  announce  their  new  books, 
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with  the  prices  affixed.  Their  list  is  well  worth  examination,  and  we 
trust  they  will  find  their  account  in  the  sales  made  by  this  mode  of 
publicity.  It  would  be  the  interest  of  others  in  the  trade  to  follow 
this  good  example. 

Surgical  Instruments. 

In  reply  to  several  inquiries  by  letter,  we  would  direct  attention 
to  the  unpretending  advertisement  of  Otto  and  Kcehler.  58  Chatham- 
street^  second  floor.  They  are  worthy  and  industrious  artizans,  highly 
skilled  in  their  department,  and  have  a  stock  of  instruments  of  unsur- 
passed workmanship  and  finish,  which  they  are  selling  at  very  low 
prices,  which  with  many  young  surgeons  is  no  small  consideration. 
Orders  from  a  distance  may  be  sent  with  the  assurance  of  being  hon- 
orably dealt  with.    Try  them. 


Death  of  Nathaniel  Chapman,  M.  D. 

The  declining  health  of  Professor  Chapman,  for  some  years  past, 
and  his  advanced  age,  had  long  since  prepared  us  for  the  announce- 
ment of  his  death,  which  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  1st  of  July 
last.  He  had  been,  for  the  last  three  years,  entirely  withdrawn  both 
from  professional  duties  and  general  society,  and  his  death  was  the 
result  rather  of  a  slow  and  gradual  decay  than  of  any  positive 
disease. 

Dr.  Chapman  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  where  he  was  born,  in 
Fairfax  Co.,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1780.  His  family  was  of  an  old 
and  respectable  English  stock;  his  paternal  ancestor,  who  came  to 
Virginia  with  the  first  colony,  having  been  a  captain  of  cavalry  in  the 
British  army,  and  the  youngest  son  of  a  cousin-german  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh.  The  family  settled  on  the  river  Pomonkey,  some  twenty 
miles  from  Richmond ;  but  the  branch  from  which  the  Doctor  is  de- 
scended, migrated,  about  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  to  Maryland,  and 
fixed  itself  on  an  estate  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  nearly  opposite 
Mount  Vernon,  which  is  still,  we  believe,  in  their  possession.  The 
Doctor's  father,  however,  went  to  Virginia  upon  his  marriage,  where 
he  afterwards  remained. 

Dr.  Chapman  received  his  early  education  at  the  Classical  Aca- 
demy of  Alexandria,  founded  by  General  Washington,  where  he 
passed  six  years.    He  subsequently  spent  a  short  time  in  two  col- 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


419 


leges,  though  not  long  enough,  as  we  have  heard  him  say,  to  owe 
either  any  obligation.  He  came  to  Philadelphia  in  the  autumn  of 
1797,  and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  the  late  Professor 
Rush,  of  whom  he  became  a  favorite  pupil.  He  continued  three 
years  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Rush,  and  in  attendance  upon  lectures  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  received  his  degree 
in  the  spring  of  1800.  The  Doctor's  thesis  was  upon  hydrophobia, 
written  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Rush,  in  answer  to  an  attack  upon  his 
favorite  theory  of  the  pathology  of  that  disease.  Dr.  Chapman  had 
previously  prepared  another  thesis,  on  the  "  Sympathetic  connections 
of  the  stomach  with  the  rest  of  the  body,"  which  he  afterwards  read 
before  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society.  This  contained  the  sub- 
stance of  his  peculiar  views  on  fever  and  other  diseases,  as  well  as 
the  modus  operandi  of  medicines.  While  a  student,  Chapman  found 
time  to  become  a  contributor  to  the  Portfolio,  a  magazine  of  some 
celebrity  in  its  day.  His  contributions,  under  the  signature  of  Falk- 
land, obtained  considerable  popularity. 

In  1801,  Dr.  Chapman  went  abroad,  where  he  spent  four  years — 
chiefly  in  Edinburgh  and  London.  He  remained  a  year  in  London, 
the  private  pupil  of  Abernethy,  and  thence  passed  to  Edinburgh. 
Here  he  not  only  turned  to  account  the  advantages  of  the  then  cele- 
brated school  of  medicine,  but  he  enjoyed  also  the  privilege  of  free 
intercourse  with  the  distinguished  literary  and  scientific  circles  of  the 
modern  Athens.  He  became  intimate  with  many  of  the  eminent 
persons  of  those  days,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Dugald 
Stewart,  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord  Chancellor) 
Brougham,*  then  a  fellow-student.  Before  Dr.  Chapman's  departure 
from  Edinburgh,  Lord  Buchan  gave  him  a  public  breakfast,  on  the 
birthday  of  Washington,  at  which  a  number  of  distinguished  persons 
were  present,  when  he  took  the  occasion  to  entrust  him  with  an  inte- 
resting relic,  valuable  from  a  double  historical  association.  Lord 
Buchan  had  presented  to  General  Washington  a  box  made  of  the  oak 
that  sheltered  Sir  William  Wallace,  after  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  with 
a  request  to  "  pass  it,  in  the  event  of  his  decease,  to  the  man  in  his 
country  who  should  appear  to  merit  it  best."  General  Washington, 
declining  so  invidious  a  designation,  returned  it  by  will  to  the  Earl, 
who  committed  it  to  Dr.  Chapman,  to  be  delivered  to  Dr.  Rush,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  ultimately  placed  in  the  cabinet  of  the  College 

*  In  1809,  Dr.  Chapman  republished,  in  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Brougham's  speech 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  with  a  biographical 
sketch  of  him,  in  which  he  predicted  his  future  eminence.  Lord  Brougham  was 
then  quite  a  young  man,  little  known  in  this  country. 
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at  Washington,  to  which  General  Washington  had  bequeathed  a 
large  sum. 

Dr.  Chapman  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1804.  He  estab- 
lished himself  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  1808,  formed  a  matrimonial 
connection  with  Iiebecca  Biddle,  daughter  of  Colonel  Clement  Biddle, 
from  which,  during  3  period  of  nearly  fifty  years,  he  derived  the 
highest  degree  of  domestic  happiness.  His  success  in  practice  was 
rapid,  and  he  became  almost  immediately  the  favorite  physician  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  higher  classes  of  Philadelphia,  with  whom  he  en- 
joyed a  popularity  as  a  practitioner,  which  has,  perhaps,  never  been 
equalled  here.  A  rare  combination  of  personal  qualities — attractive 
manners,  wit,  great  conversational  powers,  and  the  kindest  feelings — 
made  Dr.  Chapman  as  personally  popular  as  he  was  professionally 
eminent. 

As  a  writer  and  lecturer,  Dr.  Chapman  long  occupied  a  high  rank. 
Soon  after  his  return  home,  he  published  a  work  entitled  "  Select 
Speeches,  Forensic  and  Parliamentary"  with  critical  and  illustrative 
remarks,  in  five  8vo.  volumes,  which  attracted  much  attention.  He 
afterwards,  however,  confined  his  pen  to  scientific  topics. 

The  year  of  his  return  to  the  United  States,  1804,  he  gave  a  pri- 
vate course  of  lectures  on  Obstetrics,  which  proved  so  popular  that, 
in  180G,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  was  elected  adjunct  to  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Midwifery  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  soon  after- 
wards he  was  elected  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  Materia  Mcdica.  At  the 
death  of  Rush,  in  1812,  he  was  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Theory  and 
Practice,  which  he  filled  from  that  date  till  his  resignation  in  1850. 
Professor  Chapman's  lectures,  delivered  as  they  were  annually  to 
large  classes,  for  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  are  of  course  familiar 
to  no  small  portion  of  the  profession  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is 
almost  superfluous  in  us  to  speak  of  them  as  erudite,  elaborate  and 
highly  finished  compositions,  enriched  with  the  stores  of  the  most 
varied  reading  and  the  largest  personal  experience.  They  have  been 
given  to  the  public  in  various  forms  ;  many  of  them  were  published 
at  length  in  the  early  volumes  of  this  journal,  and  a  compendium  of 
them  was  subsequently  issued,  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  Dr. 
N.  D.  Benedict,  now  of  New-York.  Dr.  Chapman's  delivery  of  his 
lectures  was  animated,  graceful  and  emphatic.  His  voice  had  a 
slight  nasal  intonation,  which  was  not  unpleasant  to  the  ear  when 
familiarized  with  it.  His  lectures  were  read  from  the  manuscript, 
but  were  frequently  pointed  and  enlivened  by  the  extemporaneous 
introduction  of  apt  anecdote  and  humorous  illustration. 

In  addition  to  his  course  at  the  University,  Dr.  Chapman  for  a  long 
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period  gave  clinical  lectures  in  the  hospital  of  the  Philadelphia  Alms 
House.  For  nearly  twenty-five  years,  also,  he  delivered  a  summer 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical  Institute  of  Philadelphia.  This  in- 
stitution, which  is  still  in  existence,  and  is  the  oldest  in  the  United 
States  of  the  kind,  was  founded  by  Dr.  Chapman,  although  he  gene- 
rously declined  all  participation  in  the  fees,  or  control  over  the  ap- 
pointments to  chairs. 

Dr.  Chapman  has  filled  numerous  honorable  appointments  in 
medical  and  learned  societies.  He  frequently  occupied  the  post  of 
President  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  and  was  the  successor 
to  Duponceau  in  the  eminent  distinction  of  the  Presidency  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society. 

Dr.  Chapman's  principal  work  is  his  "  Therapeutics"  published 
in  1817,  which  went  through  seven  editions,  one  of  them  surrepti- 
tious. This  treatise  long  maintained  distinguished  popularity  among 
the  works .  on  Materia  Medica,  and  now  occupies  a  high  rank  as  a 
book  of  reference.  The  author's  views,  however,  on  the  modus  ope- 
randi of  medicines  are  of  the  ultra-solidist  school,  and,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add,  not  in  accordance  with  received  opinions. 

In  1820,  Dr.  Chapman  commenced  the  publication  of  the  "  Phila- 
delphia Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,"  which  he 
continued  to  edit  for  many  years.  The  journal  was  undertaken  with 
liberal  views — the  Doctor  never  receiving  any  salary  for  his  services. 
He  was  subsequently  an  occasional  contributor  to  different  peri- 
odicals. 

In  the  foregoing  sketch  we  have  presented  a  brief  notice  of  the 
leading  events  in  the  professional  career  of  Dr.  Chapman.  We  leave, 
however,  to  other  hands  to  do  justice  to  the  eminent  social  qualities 
which  so  long  endeared  him  to  all  classes  of  the  city  in  which  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  was  spent. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College, 
held  on  the  second  day  of  July,  1853,  the  announcement  of  the  de- 
cease of  Professors  Horner  and  Chapman  having  been  made,  it  was 
resolved  unanimously,  that  the  Faculty,  in  common  with  their  medical 
brethren,  deeply  deplore  the  loss  to  science  of  two  individuals,  the 
better  part  of  whose  valuable  lives  had  been  spent  in  the  successful 
teaching  of  a  profession  of  which  they  were  distinguished  ornaments, 
and  to  the  advancement  of  which  they  had  both  so  largely  contributed. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  families  of 
the  deceased,  and  be  published  in  the  medical  journals. 
Extracted  from  the  minutes.  R.  M.  Huston,  M.  D. 

Medical  Examiner.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
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Death  of  the  late  Charles  Caldwell,  M.  D. 

[From  the  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Courier. 

He  was  about  ninety  years  of  age,  and  probably  the  oldest  phy- 
sician in  the  United  States,  and  enjoyed  the  greatest  celebrity  as  a 
medical  writer  and  teacher.  He  did  more  than  any  one  to  enlighten 
the  public  and  the  profession  on  the  origin  of  yellow  fever,  and  clearly 
illustrated  the  absurdity  of  quarantines.  Some  years  before  the 
Asiatic  cholera  invaded  Europe  as  an  epidemic,  Prof.  Caldwell  pre- 
dicted that  in  one  respect  cholera  would  prove  a  blessing  to  mankind, 
by  teaching  the  worthlessness  of  quarantine  regulations,  and  the  vital 
necessity  of  attention  to  all  the  laws  of  sanitary  science;  and  this 
prediction,  as  full  and  clear  as  the  history  of  the  epidemic  can  be 
made  now,  has  been  verified  in  every  particular.  This  prophetic 
prediction  of  the  venerable  teacher  was  recently  made  the  conclusion 
of  an  invaluable  report  on  cholera,  published  by  the  British  Par- 
liament. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  medical  career,  Prof.  Caldwell  set- 
tled in  Philadelphia,  and  won  great  distinction.  Among  the  writers 
and  investigators  of  that  period,  Dr.  Caldwell  was  the  greatest.  He 
towered  above  his  contemporaries,  as  a  tall  monument  springs  from 
t'.ie  plain. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  CaldwelFs  luminous  and  voluminous  labors 
upon  all  the  important  questions  of  medical  science,  all  subjects  of 
public  interest  felt  the  benefit  of  his  intellect.  His  papers  on  Quaran- 
tines, Malaria,  and  Temperaments,  are  among  the  best  in  the  English 
language  on  those  topics.  His  treatises  on  Physical  Education,  on 
the  unity  of  the  Human  Race,  and  on  Phrenology,  have  rarely  been 
equalled.  Every  thing  he  touched  he  adorned.  We  doubt  whether 
the  English  language  contains  a  biographical  sketch  equal  to  Dr. 
Caldwell's  tribute  to  Eisher  Ames,  published  in  the  American  edition 
of  Rees's  Encyclopedia.  A  recent  edition  of  his  work  on  the  Unity 
of  the  Human  Race,  displays  a  remarkable  instance  of  intellectual 
vigor  in  one  who  had  passed  that  period  at  which  mental  power 
usually  begins  to  falter.  In  that  work  Dr.  Caldwell  reviewed  a  recent 
work  on  the  Races,  by  Dr.  Knox  of  England,  and  the  criticism  is  one 
of  the  ablest  and  most  conclusive  we  know  of.  Quite  recently,  Dr. 
Caldwell  published  a  paper  in  the  Westrn  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  on  Liebig's  theory  of  Animal  Heat ;  and  the  distinguished 
Professor  of  Giessen  has  not  received  such  a  blow  from  any  ether 
quarter.  But  time  and  space  would  fail  us  if  we  were  to  attempt  an 
enumeration  in  this  paper  of  the  works  of  Professor  Caldwell. 
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The  great  reputation  of  Dr.  Caldwell  as  a  medical  scholar,  teacher, 
and  writer,  induced  the  friends  of  western  enterprise  in  medical  teach- 
ings, to  invite  him,  about  1818,  to  a  chair  in  the  Transylvania  School 
of  Medicine.  He  accepted  the  trust,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  its  duties  with  a  zeal,  intelligence  and  power  that  were  determined 
to  know  no  such  thing  as  failure.  He  was  the  bright  particular  star 
of  Transylvania,  and  during  his  connection  with  the  institution  it  pros- 
pered. The  labors  of  himself  and  of  his  colleagues,  who  caught 
inspiration  from  his  example,  made  the  Transylvania  School  of  Medi- 
cine equal  to  any  in  the  Union,  and  he  had  much  to  do  with  its  proud 
pre-eminence. 

When  he  discovered  that  the  spirit  of  the  age  demanded  means 
for  clinical  instruction,  and  a  larger  field  for  medical  observation  than 
a  village  could  furnish,  he  promptly  entered  into  arrangements  for 
transferring  the  Transylvania  School  to  this  city.  Upon  the  failure  of 
that  attempt,  he  entered  zealously  into  the  project  for  establishing  a 
school  of  medicine  in  Louisville,  and  by  his  labors,  talents  and  elo- 
quence, the  project  was  forwarded.  And  to  the  same  great  powers 
the  school  was  mainly  indebted  for  its  remarkable  success. 

Dr.  Caldwell  was  one  of  the  most  temperate  men  we  have  ever 
known.  His  science  enabled  him  to  keep  a  true  sentinelship  over  his 
appetites,  and  the  result  was  an  exceedingly  long  life,  far  beyond  that 
allotted  to  man  by  the  royal  Psalmist,  with  an  almost  entire  exemp- 
tion from  sickness.  Even  in  the  closing  scenes  of  life,  disease  did 
not  invade  his  frame.  He  was  nearly  free  from  physical  suffering  ; 
all  the  functions  of  his  system  were  as  well  performed  upon  his  death 
bed  as  during  his  highest  health,  and  his  mind  was  clear  to  the  last. 
His  life  and  death  are  impressive  commentaries  upon  the  truth  of 
physiological  doctrines,  which  he  taught  for  half  a  century,  and  by 
which  he  regulated  his  life  and  ordered  its  last  scenes. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  Children,  by  J.  Forsyth  Meigs,  M.  D. 
&c.    Philadelphia,  Lindsay  and  Blakiston,  1853. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  introducing  this  work  as  the  most  complete, 
thorough  and  practical  treatise  on  the  subject,  which  has  ever  appeared  in  our 
country,  and  every  way  superior  to  any  foreign  work  for  both  students  and  prac- 
titioners. The  first  and  smaller  edition  received  just  commendation  at  the  time 
of  its  issue,  and  has  been  highly  esteemed  by  the  profession.  But  it  has  now 
been  revised,  improved,  and  greatly  enlarged ;  the  author  having  superadded 
largely  from  his  recent  experience,  and  availed  himself  of  everything  which  could 
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serve  his  purpose  in  the  developements  of  modem  science  and  art.  If  we  could 
say  anything  to  extend  the  circulation  of  this  volume,  and  the  influence  of  its 
teachings  among  our  junior  brethren,  we  should  hope  to  render  a  public  service 
and  contribute  to  diminish  the  mortality  among  children,  which  is  perhaps 
entitled  to  be  called  the  opprobrium  medicorum  pre-eminently. 

Dr.  Meigs  deserves  professional  confidence  by  his  learning  and  ability,  and 
especially  by  the  ample  opportunities  he  has  had  for  acquiring  practical  know, 
ledge  in  the  school  of  experience.  His  publishers  have  done  themselves  credit  by 
the  style  of  excellence  in  which  they  have  sent  forth  this  edition  from  their  press. 
Half-Yearly  Abstract  or  the  Medical  Sciences,  &c.  by  W.  H.  Banking, 

M.  D.  and  C.  B.  Radcliffe,  M.  D.  of  London.     Philadelphia,  Lindsay  & 

Blakiston,  1853. 

The  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery,  a  half-yearly  journal, 
by  W.  Braithwaite  of  Leeds.  New-York,  Sringer  &  Townsend,  1853. 
These  kindred  and  invaluable  condenses  of  the  progressive  medical  know- 
ledge of  the  times,  are  still  published  semi  annually  in  England,  and  reprinted 
here  with  commendable  promptitude  by  their  respective  American  publisher*. 
The  number  of  each  for  July  will  be  found  of  unusual  merit,  and  contain  much 
of  novelty  and  importance.  Bach  can  be  had  for  $2  per  annum,  and  sent  any- 
where post-paid,  which  is  cheap  enough  to  deprive  any  physician  of  excuse  if  he 
fail  to  procure  and  read  them  both. 

London  Lancet.    Reprinted  monthly  by  Stringer  &  Townsend.  New-York. 

This  giant  among  medical  periodicals,  as  its  age,  size,  popularity,  and  ability 
entitle  it  to  be  called,  is  out  as  usual  in  good  season,  and  is  indispensable  to  all 
who  would  keep  pace  with  medical  progress  in  the  old  world.  Every  num- 
ber contains  clinical  lectures  on  important  practical  subjects  by  the  ablest  of 
British  teachers,  and  hospital  reports,  either  of  which  is  worth  the  price  of  the 
annual  subscription.  We  congratulate  the  American  publishers  on  its  extensive 
patronage,  and  hope  they  will  be  amply  repaid  for  their  enterprise. 
The  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

This  bi-monthly  is  published  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  has  been  well  con- 
ducted. The  editorial  columns  are  sometimes  a  little  crotchety,  sometimes 
patting  Homoeopathy  under  the  chin,  and  anon  parleying  and  even  tampering 
with  table  moving  and  spirit-rapping,  by  admitting  that  there  may  be  something 
in  these  kindred  frauds,  and  reading  a  homily  to  those  of  us  who  call  knaves  by 
their  right  names.  For  ourselves,  we  only  beg  our  contemporary  to  examine 
the  subject  as  much  as  his  neighbors  have,  before  he  assumes  to  enlighten  them, 
while  he  concedes  that  he  "  knows  nothing,"  unless  he  deems  "  ignorance  is 
bliss  "  for  a  critic  and  censor,  who  can  have  nothing  to  lose. 
Quarterly  Summary  of  the  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians 

of  Philadelphia.    Philadelphia,  Lippineott,  Grambo  &  Co.  1853i 

The  last  number  contains  the  biographical  notice  of  the  late  D.  Drake,  M.  D. 
read  by  appointment  by  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.  a  memoir  which  while  it  justly 
honors  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  deceased,  we  are  disposed  to  regard  as 
the  ablest  production  of  its  learned  author's  pen.  It  makes  one  proud  of  the 
fathers  in  the  profession,  to  have  such  an  example  as  was  Dr.  Drake,  held  up 
before  the  youth  in  our  ranks  by  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Meigs,  in  terms  of  so  just 
and  eloquent  eulogy. 

The  Scalpel,  a  journal  of  health,  adapted  to  popular  and  professional  reading 
and  the  exposure  of  Quackery.    Edited  by  Edward  H.  Dixon,  M.  D.  &c. 
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The  last  number  of  this  quarterly,  affords  unmistakeable  evidence  of  the 
amazing  industry  and  versatile  talent  which  characterise  the  editor,  aud  which 
would  be  more  generally  appreciated  and  conceded,  if  it  were  not  that  he  is 
somewhat  crotchety  in  his  eccentricities,  and  scalps  the  brethren  whom  he 
deems  worthy  of  his  tomahawk  with  bo  cruel  severity.  It  is  true  he  oils  the 
edge  of  his  scalpel  in  his  dissections,  but  his  incisions  are  beyond  anaesthetics, 
when  he  lays  bare  the  quackeries  by  which  the  people  are  gulled.  He  has 
many  enemies  who  are  as  savage  as  himself,  for  there  is  no  hatred  equal  in 
intensity  to  that  which  is  inspired  by  fear.  Not  that  he  will  fail  to  do  justice,  but 
this  is  precisely  what  those  dread  most,  who  are  ordinarily  impaled  in  the  Scalpel. 

The  staple  however  of  this  popular  journal  will  be  found  in  the  Hygienic 
lessons  with  which  it  abounds,  the  physiological  illustrations  addressed  to  the 
people,  and  the  incessant  war  made  by  the  editor  upon  vulgar  errors  in  the^ 
popular  creed  and  practice,  in  relation  to  health,  disease,  remedies,  and  the  laws 
of  life.  Next  to  this,  he  discourses  on  surgery,  his  chosen  speciality  with  an 
ardor  and  critical  acumen  which  few  can  excel,  dealing  his  censures  against 
himself  or  others  when  blunders  are  detected,  with  equal  impartiality  ;  and 
chronicling  unsuccessful  cases,  whether  in  his  own  or  other  hands.  And  withal 
he  ever  and  anon  intersperses  sallies  of  wit,  fun,  and  glee,  with  tender,  pathetic 
and  touching  stories,  so  that  his  readers  are  made  to  laugh  and  cry  simultane- 
ously. The  unique  and  serio-comic  gravity  with  which  he  intermingles  the 
sacred  and  profane,  without  being  gross,  or  intending  to  bo  repulsive,  is  among 
the  most  ludicrious^aud  doubtless  the  most  taking  features  of  the  journal,  leaving 
to  the  reader  the  unsolved  doubt  whether  the  editor  is  a  demon  or  a  saint, 
while  we  who  live  in  his  neighbourhood  know  him  to  be  neither,  but  a  strange 
compound  of  both,  vide  Scalpel.  But  we  must  come  to  our  punctum  satis,  else 
we  too  may  be  cut  up,  for  our  courteous  allusion  to  this  protean  journal  and  its 
editor,  and  we  confess  that  we  had  rather  be  shut  up  in  a  tar  barrel  than  pro- 
voke such  a  catastrophe. 


University  of  New- York. 

The  announcement  of  the  medical  department  of  this  school  ap- 
pears in  the  Boston  journal,  as  the  Faculty  get  so  few  students  from 
this  region,  that  it  would  not  pay  to  advertise  in  New- York,  and 
hence  they  cast  their  net  down  East,  but  the  yankees  are  too  cute  to 
bite  at  their  bait,  and  we  opine  that  they  will  catch  no  student  from 
the  New  England  States.  Their  circulars  are  flying  through  the  South, 
post  paid,  but  Richmond  is  in  the  field ;  and  through  the  West,  but 
Nashville,  Louisville  and  Cincinnati  are  on  their  track.  Besides  the 
prestige  of  Dr.  Mott's  name  has  departed,  for  he  has  changed  his  re- 
lation to  the  Faculty,  and  is  only  the  Emeritus  professor,  so  that  in 
surgery  Dr.  Post  can  now  say,  "  I  am  monarch  of  all  I  survey,  my  right 
there  is  none  to  dispute,"  which  is  a  quid  pro  quo,  for  relinquishing 
the  Hospital  in  favor  of  "  my  son  in  law."  Two  new  names  appear 
in  the  advertisement,  viz.  Dr.  John  A.  Swett,  in  place  of  Dr.  Clymer, 
and  Dr.  A.  B.  Mott  as  Emeritus  Prosector,  so  that  the  "  family  "  has 
a  triple  representation  in  the  list. 
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Rumor  has  it  that  the  retiremement  of  Dr.  Clymer,  and  the  re- 
treat of  Dr.  Mott  to  a  mere  nominal  position,  is  because  they  found  it 
an  "expensive  luxury,"  and  like  Drs.  Dixon,  Gross,  and  Bartlctt, 
declined  to  lecture  for  nothing,  find  themselves,  and  then  pay  the  pro 
rata  excess  of  expenditures  over  the  receipts  !  Not  a  word  is  said 
about  the  four  non-governing  or  sub-professors,  whose  $300  per  annum 
is  the  most  productive  position  in  the  school,  so  that  we  begin  to 
tremble  lest  their  honors  are  about  to  depart,  unless  they  too  will  re- 
sign their  wages,  in  consideration  of  the  mere  handful  of  students  to 
whom  they  lecture,  and  the  tax  which  has  to  come  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  governing  professors.  We  are  concerned  for  the  "  pecuniary 
professor,"  especially  as  the  announcement  closes  without  the  usual 
flourish  cf  trumpets  over  "  that  obstetrical  clinique,"  of  which  we 
infer  that  the  Faculty  are  ashamed. 

Honorary  Degrees. 

The  degree  of  L.  L.  D.  has  recently  been  conferred  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont  upon  Horace  Green,  M.  D.  President  of  the  New 
York  Medical  College;  and,  also  upon  Alonzo  Clark,  M.  D.  Professor 
of  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  New-York.  Both  these  gentlemen  have  distinguished  them- 
selves in  their  respective  spheres,  and  merit  the  honorable  distinction 
which  this  title  is  intended  to  confer. 

That  the  like  compliment  should  have  been  placed  at  the  feet  of 
one  of  the  weakest  of  the  Homoeopaths  of  this  city,  at  the  late  com- 
mencement of  Union  College  (Botany  Bay)  must  have  resulted  from 
the  senility  of  its  now  octagenarian  head  ;  or  been  a  placebo  for 
the  exile  to  which  he  has  been  doomed  by  his  displacement  from  a 
chair,  which  he  never  had  capacity  to  fill.  Of  the  empty  honor,  as 
it  must  be  in  this  case,  it  may  be  said  as  of  ancestry,  that  while  it 
makes  a  wise  man  more  illustrious,  it  can  only  render  a  block-head 
more  contemptible.  The  degree  in  this  instance,  was  no  sooner  an- 
nounced than  its  source  and  its  subject,  became  the  laughing  stock  of 
the  city.  B.  F.  Joslin,  L.  L.  D. !  is  decidely  the  richest  joke  of  the 
season,  and  while  we  admit  the  justice  of  our  correspondent's  critique 
who  signs  himself  a  "pupil  of  Old  Union;"  and  share  his  humiliation 
for  the  self  stultification  of  his  Alma  Mater,  we  must  be  excused  from 
inserting  his  article,  lest  we  violate  the  statute  against  "Cruelty  to 
Animals." 
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TVT  ATIONAL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  Wasii- 
1 1  ington.  —  The  Thirty-second  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  October  and  continue  until 
March, 

Thomas  Miller,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology. 

Wm.  P.  Johnson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Joshua  Kilev,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica, 
Therapeutics  and  Hygiene. 

John  Fred.  Mat,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Grafton  Tyler,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Pathology 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Robert  King  Stone,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Micro- 
scopical and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Lewis  H.  Steinek,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

Chas.  F.  Force,  M.  D.  Prosector  and  De- 
monstrator. 

The  facilities  for  the  prosecution  of  Practical 
Anatomy  are  ample. 

Like  most  similar  institutions  in  Europe,  the 
desks  from  which  the  regular  Lectures  are 
given  and  the  wards  for  clinical  instruction! 
are  under  the  same  roof 

The  extensive  additions  to  the  buildings  since 
the  last  session  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
sick  will  greatly  extend  the  usefulness  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic. 

Fees. — The  entire  expense  for  a  full  Course 
of  Lectures,  is  $95  ;  Practical  Anatomy  by  the 
Demonstrator,  $10;  Matriculating  Fee,  (.pay 
able  only  once,)  S5  ;  Graduating  Expenses,  $25. 

Admissions  to  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic- 
through  the  whole  course  without  charge. 

ROBERT  KING  STONE,  M.  D. 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Office  and  residence  corner  of  F  and  14th  sts. 


KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  Corner  Fourteenth-street  and  Eighth 
Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker  Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the 
General  Inturauce  Law  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  deposited  $100,000  with  the  Comp- 
troller, as  a  security  for  the  insured,  additional 
to  the  receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to 
transact  the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance 
on  the  most  favorable  terms  consistent  with 
security  and  stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  participation 
in  profits. 
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STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  Pres't. 

RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 

RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  D.  Medical  Examiner, 
852,  Broadway 


I  I  NIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE— Medical 
U  Department. — The  Lectures  in  this  De- 
partment will  commence  on  the  last  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Charles  W.  Short,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  De- 
scriptive and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lansford  P.  Yandell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Phy- 
siology and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstcric 
Medicine. 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

Benjamin  Silliman,  Jr.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Me- 
dical Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  D.  Prof,  ot  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy  and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Ana- 
tomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of 
each  Professor  is  $15,  (S105  in  all)  payable  in 
variably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Li- 
brary fee  together,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25. 
Practical  Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket 
to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  graduation. 
Rooms  open  lrom  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all 
students  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of 
October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week, 
at  the  Louisville  Marine  hospital.  Tickets  $5, 
to  be  taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Univi  rsity,  at  which  opera- 
tions are  performed  and  coses  prescribed  tor 
and  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Good  boarding  can  be  procured  at  from 
$2  5j  to  $3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 
July,  1853.  Dean  of  tho  Facnlty 
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The  Obstetric  Catechism  containing  2347 
Questions  and  Answers  on  Obstetrics  Proper. 
By  Joseph  Warrington,  M  D.  With  150  lllus 
tratious,  $1  75. 

"The  work  contains  an  exposition  of  the 
leading  points  of  the  practice  of  obstetrics,  and 
may  be  safely  and  advantageously  used  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  intended,  and  will  be 
tound  convenient  for  those  who  like  the  form 
of  question  and  answer. — TV.  Y.  Medical  Times, 
April,  1653." 

"  We  cordially  recommend  this  work  to  med- 
ical students  and  practitioners. — Philadelphia 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour." 

"Its  details  are  very  full  and  complete,  and 
every  important  point  appears  to  be  discussed 
with  ability  and  intelligence. — Jour.  V.  Knowl." 

"  Dr.  W.  is  good  authority  as  a  teacher  and 
practitioner.  This  American  book  is  worth 
half  the  foreign  works  on  this  subject  which 
are  glutting  the  market. — Med.  Gat." 

"  Has  our  unqualified  approbation.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  able  resume  of  sound  obstetric 
principles  and  precepts,  well  and  ciearly  ex- 
pressed.— Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci." 

"  A  clever  little  volume,  and  well  designed  to 
aid  students  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies. 
— N.  Y.  Journal." 

Manual  of  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Physic. — Just  published,  a  new  edition  ol 
Hooper's  Physicians'  Vade  Mecum  ;  oi  a  Ma- 
nual of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Physic. 
Considerably  enlarged  and  improved,  with  an 
Outline  of  General  Pathology  and  Therapeutics, 
a  Formula,  and  Table  of  Doses  ;  by  Wm.  Au- 
gustus Guy,  M.  B.  Cantab,  ifcc.  &c.  With  ad- 
ditions by  James  Stuart,  A,  M.,  M.  D.  &c.  &c. 
550  pages,  12mo.  price  $1  25. 

Under  distinct  heads,  in  this  volume,  are 
arranged  : — 

1.  The  Characteristic  symptoms  by  which 
diseases  are  known. 

2.  The  causes  from  which  they  most  fre- 
quently have  their  origin. 

3.  The  circumstances  that  more  especially 
point  out  the  difference  between  diseases  which 
resemble  one  another. 

4.  The  signs  which  influence  the  judgment 
in  forming  a  prognosis  of  their  event. 

5.  That  mode  of  treatment  which,  in  the  pre- 
sent improved  state  of  medicine,  is  deemed 
most  appropriate,  and  which  experience  ha6 
sanctioned. 

0.  The  Select  Collection  of  Formulae,  and  the 
Table  showing  the  Doses  of  all  valuable  medi- 
cines employed,  combine  to  render  the  volume 
most  extensively  useful. 

Gross'   Pathological   Anatomy. —  Illus- 


trated by  colored  plates  and  wood  engravings, 
$6  00. 

Neill's  Outlines  of  the  Arteries,  SI  00. 

 Nerves,  $1  CO. 

 Veins  and  Lymphatics 

$1  00. 

The  whole  Series,  3  vols,  bound  in  one,  $2  50 
Bell's  Treatise  on  Baths,  including  Cold, 
Sea,  Warm,  Hot,  Vapour,  Gas  and  Mud  Baths, 

$2  00. 

Bell  and  Stokes's  Lectures  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  2  vole. 
$6  50. 

Fordyce's  Five  Dissertations  on  Fever, 
$2  25. 

Diseases  of  the  Liver  and  Billiary  Pas- 
sages, by  Wm.  Thompson  and  Wm.  Twining, 
$1  50. 

Stokes  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  $2  25. 

Gerhard  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  63  50 

Ahan  on  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  $1  00. 

Latham  on  Auscultation  and  Semeio- 
logy,  SI  25. 

Latham  on  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  $1  50. 

nunnelyon  erysipelas,  si  50. 

Graves  &  Gerhard's  System  of  Clinical 
Medicine,  $2  50. 

Andral's  Medical  Clinic,  3  vols.  $6  00. 

Colles's  Lectures  on  Surgery,  61  75. 

Gross  and  Liston's  Elements  of  SUR- 
GERY, S3  00. 

Ricord's  Lectures  on  Veneral  and 
Other  Diseases,  SO  75. 

Fox  and  Hahris'  Dental  Surgery-. — Nu- 
merous Illustrations,  S3  50. 

Pilcher  on  the  Stricture,  Economy  and 
Diseases  of  the  Ear,  SI  75. 

Smith's  Minor  Surgery  ;  or,  Hints  on  the 
Every-day  Duties  of  the  Surgeon,  $2  25. 

Lee's  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Midwifery.    Illustrated,  S3.  00. 

Gooch  on  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Women 
and  Children,  SI  00. 

Gooch's  Compendium  of  Midwifery, 
$1  00. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Cural  Phlebitis. 
By  Meigs,  Gordon,  Hey,  Armstrong,  and  Lee, 
$2  00. 

Christison  on  Poisons,  S3  00. 

Coley  on  Diseases  of  Children,  S2  00. 

EVANSON  AND  MaUNSELL  ON  DISEASES  AND 

Management  of  Children,  $1  75. 
Underwood  on  Children,  SI  75. 
Ludlow's    Manual    of  Examinations, 

$2  00. 

John  Hunter's  Complete  Works,  4  vols. 
S10  00. 

Ryan's  Philosophy  of  Marriage,  SO  25. 


BARRINGTON  &  HASWELL,  Purlishkrs, 

27   North   Sixth-st.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Catalogues  of  £  &  H's  publications  will  be  forwarded  free  of  expense,  on 
application,  as  above,  post-paid. 
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MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO- 
— Session  of  185J-54. — The  Thirty- 
fourth  Annual  Cour6C  of  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  the  First  Monday  in  November, 
uuder  the  following  arrangement,  and  close  on 
the  last  of  February. 

L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medi- 
cine. 

T.  O.  Edwards,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Me 
dica  and  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurispru 
dence. 

G.  W.  Bayless,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Ashbubv  Evans,  M.  D.  Prof  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

N.  T.  Marshall,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetric 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology. 

Charles  W.  Wright,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Thomas  Wood,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgical  and 
Practical  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the 
first  of  October,  under  the  care  of  the  Professor 
of  Surgical  and  Practical  Anatomy,  and  stu 
dents  may  rely  on  a  full  supply  of  material 
throughout  the  session. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the 
Practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  will  be  de- 
livered regularly  throughout  the  session,  at  the 
Commercial  Hospital.  In  addition  to  this 
College  Clinic  will  be  established,  which  will 
afford  a  large  amount  of  clinical  instruction. 

Preliminary  Lectures  will  be  delivered  dur 
ing  the  month  of  October,  by  the  members  of 
the  Faculty.  This  course  (which  will  be  free) 
will  embrace  lectures  at  the  Hospital  and  Col 
lege.  It  will  not  infringe  on  the  regular  course. 

The  New  College  Edifice  is  an  ample  and 
convenient  building,  and  is  well  adapted  to  the 
comforts  of  students. 

Fees — For  the  whole  course,  including  the 
Dissecting  Ticket,  $101 ;  Matriculation  Ticket. 
$5  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  $5 ;  Graduation  Fee  $25, 

Good  Board,  including  fuel  and  lights,  will 
average  about  $2  50  per  week. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Dean. 


Franklin  Bache,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.  D.  Demonatrator 
of  Anatomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month 
of  October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and 
Surgical  cases  will  be  investigated,  prescribed 
for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  cases  weie  treated,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  operations  pi  ribrmed.  Among 
there  were  many  major  operations— as  ampu- 
tation of  the  leg,  foot,  mamma.',  lithotomy, 
lithontripsy,  ligation  of  the  carotid,  plastic 
operations  of  the  face,  neck,  arm,  &c.  removal 
of  superior  and  inferior  maxillary  bones,  re- 
duction of  luxations  of  hip,  shoulder,  &c.  treat- 
ment of  fractures. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit 
the  students  to  attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical 
demonstrations  at  the  Pennsylvania Hospitai. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissect- 
ing rooms  will  be  open,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  and  the  Demon- 
strator. 

Matriculation  Fee,  (which  is  paid  only  once.) 
$5;  Each  Professor,  $15,  $105;  Gruduation 
Fee,  $30. 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last 
Session  was  556  ;  and  of  Graduates  223. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

358  Arch-8t.  July,  1853. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — Ses 
v  sion  of  1853-54. — The  regular  Course  of 
Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday  the  10th 
ol  October,  and  continue  until  the  first  day  of 
March.  The  Annual  Commencement  for  con- 
ferring degrees  will  be  held  early  in  March, 
instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  month,  as  formerly. 

Roblf.y  Dunglison,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Institutes 
of  Medicine,  &c. 

Rohrrt  M.  Huston,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 

Jo3epii  Pancoast,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  General 
Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

John  K.  Mitchell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

Thomas  D.  Muttee,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 


DR  LITTLE  ON  DEFORMITIES. — In  8vo. 
with  lfiO  Engravings  and  Diagrams,  price 
15s.  cloth. — On  the  Nature  and  Treatment 
of  Deformities  of  the  Human  Frame  :  be- 
ing a  Course  of  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Royal 
Orthapfedic  Hospital  in  1843  ;  with  numerous 
Notes  and  Additions  to  the  Present  Time.  By 
W.  J.  Little,  M.  D.  Physician  to  the  London 
Hospital ;  Founder  of  the  Royal  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  &c.    Contents  : — 

I.  Deformities  in  general. 

II.  Deformities  from  Wounds  and  Diseases 
of  Joints,  Accidents,  Rheumatism,  &c. 

III.  Deformities  from  Spasm,  Paralysis,  Burns 
Habitual  Retention  in  One  Position. 

IV.  Deformities  from  Rickets,  Weakness 
and  Curvatures  of  Bones. 

V.  Congenital  Distortions,  Club-Foot,  Club 
Hand,  &c. 

VI.  Congenital  Malformations,  Monstrosities 

VII.  Distortions  of  the  Spine. 

Appendix  :  On  Relapsed  and  Neglected  Cases 
Index. 

We  cordially  recommend  it  to  our  readers 
as  n  sound  and  judicious  practical  treatise." — 
Medical  Circular. 

"  Dr.  Little  has  brought  together  from  all 
scources  the  existing  knowledge  of  the  profes- 
sion regarding  the  nature  and  treatment  of  de- 
formities ;  and  he  has  also  contributed  not  a 
little  information  from  the  stores  of  his  own 
abundant  and  enlightened  experience." — Atio 
ciation  Medical  Journal. 

London  :  Longman,  Brown,  Green,  <fc  Long- 
mans. 
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STNIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE— Med 
U  ical  Department.— The  Third  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will 
commence  on  Tuesday  the  first  of  November 
next,  and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing 

March.  „  ■    ■  , 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
!o"ical  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

\V.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine.   

C.  K.  Winston.  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Spe- 
cial Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindslev,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

William  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy.  , 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  lor 
'students  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures  will  be 
given  by  the  Professors,  commencing  also  on 
the  first  Monday  in  October. 

The  Students  will  have  free  access  to  the 
State  Hospital.  .    ,  . 

Fee  of  each  Professor  $15.  Matriculation 
ticket  S3  ;  Dissecting  ticket  $10  ;  Graduation 
fee  $25.  ,  .     ,  , 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  at 
from  $2  50  to  $3  per  week.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Dean. 

J.  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Feb.,  1853. 


ALBANY    MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
 In  future  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures 

will  be  delivered  annually  in  this  Institution: 
the  Fall  Course  commencing  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Each  course 
will  continue  sixteen  weeks,  and  degrees  will 
be  conferred  at  the  close  of  each  tenn. 

Alden  March,  M.  D.  Pressident  and  Prof, 
of  Surgery. 

James  McNaughton,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  'Romeyn  Beck,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica.  „ 
James  H,  Armsby,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine.  . 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.  Prof,  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. _    „  „, 
Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obste- 

EzaA  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  the  First  Course  $60.  For  the 
Second  Course  $50.  For  both  courses,  if 
paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  course, 
$100.  Matriculation  Fee  $5.  Graduation 
Fee  $20.  Third  Course  Students  have  only 
the  Matriculation  fee  to  pay.  Graduates  of 
other  Institutions  are  admitted  tree  of  charge- 
There  will  be  Cliniques  as  usual  in  the  Col. 
lege.  Clinical  lectures  will  be  delivered  also 
inthe  Hospital,  free  of  charge. 

The  expense  of  boarding  is  from  $2  to  $3 
per  week. 

THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. — 
Medical  Department.— Eighty  -Eighth 

Session  (1853-54.) 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
October  10,  and  terminate  in  the  middle  of 
March  ensuing. 

George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.  Prof  of  Anatomy. 

Joseph  Carson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Pharmacy. 

Robert  E.  Rogers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry. 

William  Gibson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.  Prof  of  the  Insti- 
tutes of  Medicine. 

Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  in  Sur- 
gery by  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty 
assisted  by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D. 

The  Course  of  Dissections  will  be  conducted 
by  the  Prof,  of  Anatomy,  aided  by  F.  W.  Sar- 
gent, M.  D.  Demonstrator. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  Univer- 
sity, $10.3;  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only) 
$.3 ;  Hospital  Fee,  $10 ;  Practical  Anatomy. 
$10  ;  Graduating  Fee,  $30. 

JOSEPH  CARSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Me- 
dical Faculty,  332,  Walnnt-street,  between 
Twelfth  and  Thirteenth-street. 

F.  B.  Dick,  Janitor,  University. 

TO  DRUGGISTS. — We  invite  attention  to 
our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "  For  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a 
good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant. 
Wehave  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only 
by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  ihe  best  ever 
made,  and  is  kept  by  ail  respectable  Drug 
gists. 

VEGETABLE  TEARL  TOWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala- 
baster, &.C. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 
318  Green wich-etreet,  New- York- 
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TVTEW-YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — The 
i'  next  Annua)  Course  of  Lectures  in  the 
New-York  Medical  College  will  commence  on 
Wednesday  the  26th  of  October,  1S33,  and 
continue  until  the  1st  of  March,  1654. 

Horace  Gkeen,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

liuwJS  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Prof,  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

U.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Mid- 
wilery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 

11.  Ogeen  Doremus,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Operations  of  Surgery. 

Edmun  d  R.  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  General 
Descriptive  and  Microscopic  Anatomy, 

E.  H.  Parker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physiology, 
and  Pathology. 

Joel  Parker,  L.  L.  D.  Prof  of  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  the  3rd  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  medical  students. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for 
classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe 
a  most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully 
representing  external  and  internal  Pathology, 
together  with  the  whole  series  of  the  Micro- 
scopic Models. 

The  advantages  which  New- York  oilers  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other 
city  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have 
access  to  the  New-York  Hospital,  Bellevue 
Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as 
to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various 
Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical  and  a 
Medical,  and  an  Obsterical  Clinique  will  be 
held  weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  depart- 
ments. Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for 
dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the 
students. 

Matriculation  Fee  $5 ;  Demonstrator's  Tick- 
et $5 ;  the  full  course  S10.3 ;  for  the  final  ex- 
amination 830. 
R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
New-York  Medical  College, 
East  Thirteenth-st.  near  Broadway. 

"  ETHER-PEAELS." 

DELLUC  &  Co.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether, 
by  which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  re- 
medy is  given,  without  smell,  taste,  or  evapora- 
tion ;  they  have  al60  received  a  fresh  supply 
of 

Tannate  of  Quinine, 

in  bulk,  in  I  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges,  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor;  also, 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  pureBt  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents, 

DELLUC  &.  Co. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTS, 

581  BROADWAY, 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th-etreet. 


COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SUR- 
GEONS. NEW-YORK. — The  Forty-se- 
venth Session  ot  this  Institntion  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  October  14,  1853,  and  con- 
tinue till  Thursday,  March  12,  1854.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  sub-graduate  course,  a 
preliminary  course  will  commence  on  Monday 
September  30,  and  continue  till  October  14 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  L.  I,  j) 
President  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof 
of  Clinical  Surgery. 

Joseph  Mather  Smith.  M.  D.  Prof  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine' and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

John  Torrey,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry and  Botany. 

Robert  Watts,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy 

Willard  Parker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Surgical 
Anatomy.  " 

Chandler  R.  Gilman,  M.  D.  Prof  of  Obste- 
trics and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 

Alonzo  Clark,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physio- 
logy and  Pathology.  J 

Elisha  Bartlett  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence 

John  A.  Lidell,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy,  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum 

Lewis  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Suraerr 

James  Knox,  Janitor.  ° 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques  as  in  for- 
mer years  The  Dissecting  Room  will  be 
opened  early,  and  abundantly  supplied  with 
Material.  r 

Matriculation  Fee  $5;  Fees  for  the  full 
Course  ot  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors  S105  • 
but  Students  are  not  required  to  take  out  all 
Fee  $25  °S  °ne  Session-  Graduation 

Board,  average  $3  per  week. 

For  further  information  apply  to 
 R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Dean. 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE.  -  Medical 
™  Pf^KTMENT.— Ninth  below  Locust-st. 
Philadelphia. 

The  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows  • 

William  Darrach,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  Wiltbank,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obsterice 
and  Diseases  ot  Women  and  Children. 

Henry  S.  Paterson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

David  Gilbert,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Medical  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

J.  M.  Allen,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Francis  Gurney  Smith,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine. 

William  H.  Gobrecht,  M.  D.  Demon- 
strator of  Anatomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1853-4  will 
commence  on  Monday  the  10th  of  October, 
and  continue  until  fhe"eneuine  1st  of  March.' 

The  Anatomical  Rooms  will  be  opened  early 
in  September,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator. 

Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

Fees. — Matriculation,    -      .   $5  00 
To  each  Professor         15  00 
Graduation,       -      -   30  00 
For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar.  , 
July  1853.  No.  181  N.  Ninth-et.  I'hilada. 
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C1ASTLET0N  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— 
■'There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  in  this  Institution;  the  Spring  Ses- 
sion commencing  on  the  lust  Thursday  in 
February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August,  Each  course 
will  continue  four  months,  under  the  direction 
ot  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M  D„  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  Obstetric* 

Ezra  S.  Car;!,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try, and  Natural  History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  P.,  Professor  ot 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery. 

William  C.  Kittiiidge.  A.  M.,  Profcseor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  P.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Course  of  Lectures. 
$50.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  full 
Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  $10.  .Ma- 
triculation, $5.  Graduation,  810'.  board,  in- 
cluding the  expenses  of  room,  fuel,  and  lights, 
can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses  at  Irom 
$1.75  to  $3,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via 
White  Hall,  and  from  Boston  and  Burlington 
via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
Castleton,  Vt.,  January,  1853. 
ENEVA  MEDICAL   COLLEGE. — Fall 
Course,  1853. — The  Twentietih  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Sept. 
1853,  and  continue  10  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Jame3  Webster,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  ot  Surgery. 

George  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Charles  A.  P.  Bowen,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  and  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment.  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $62  ;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3  ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  Gra- 
duation, $20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  lights,  <fcc,  $2  per 
week.  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  D„  Dean. 

OTTO  AND  KCEHLEK,  58,  Chatham-street, 
second  floor. — By  an  experience  of  a  long 
•eries  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of  Stir- 
gical  and  Orthopedical  Machines,  and  Instru- 
ments, Trusses,  Bandages,  Ifc.  (fc.  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our 
aje  in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably. 
We  therefore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons 
to  give  us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham-st. 
(2d  floor,)  and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles, 
especially  our  improved  instrument  for  Vac- 
cination, which  is  the  most  finished  article  of 
«<j  kind. 


SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  COM 
Ol'LKTE.— LIPP1NCOTT,  GRAMBO  &.  Co- 
No.  14  North  Fourth-street,  Philadelphia,  have 
just  published,  A  System  of  Operative  Surgery, 
bused  upon  the  practise  of  Burgeons  in  the 
United  States,  and  comprising  a  biographical 
index  and  historical  record  of  many  ot  their 
operations  for  a  period  of  200  years.  By 
Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D.  Illustrated  with  up- 
wards of  1000  Engravings  on  Steel.  The 
whole  forming  one  lurge  octavo  volume. 

CONTENTS. 

Parts  1  and  2 — General  and  Elementary  Op? ■ 
rations,  as  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 
Face. 

Purt  3— Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 

Part  4 — Operations  upon  the  genito-urinary 
organs  of  the  Male  and  Female. 

Part  5 — Operations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties. 

A  Biographical  Index  of  most  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached te  each  Part. 

The  Plates  will  be  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  $7  50  tinted — $15 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  Bachc.   Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  Wood's  Pradtice  of  Medicine.  2  vols. 
8vo.  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
1  v.  8o.  For  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 


HOOD  &  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS. — This 
instrument  is  a  Eimple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  i7iternal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "  the 
natural  processes,"  by  which  the  cure  is  effect- 
ed.   This  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera  back  into 
the  cavity.     Then,  understanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  througli 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available — all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — and 
contrast  them  with  the  incications  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  and  as  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle — as  surgeons  are 
not  blacksmiths/and  blacksmiths  not  surgeons 
— and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 
character,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument,  to  look  Into  their  condition, 
and  determine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 
case. — For  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  H. 
Gembrig,  43  South  Eighth-street,  Philadel 
phia,  or  J.M.  SANDERSON,  3  Barclay-st,  N  Y. 
Also,  Agent  for  Palmer's  Artificial  LirabJ 
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ALCOHOLIC  MEDICATION. 

"  Plain  Truth  "  does  not  consider  the  article  of  Dr.  Johnson  in 
your  last  number,  as  at  all  "  antagonistic  "  to  the  position  taken  in 
my  former  article,  in  behalf  of  alcoholic  medication ;  and  for  the 
obvious  reason  that  denials  and  assertions  are  neither  facts  nor  argu- 
ments, such  as  a  scientific  inquiry  demands.  Nor  can  he  admit 
the  "  respectability  "  of  any  writer,  who  claims  to  have  "  never 
used  alcoholic  liqucrs  as  remedies,  either  in  typhus  fever  or  analogous 
diseases,"  and  yet  testifies  to  the  "happier"  results  of  other  stimu- 
lants which  he  has  invariably  used.  To  say  nothing  of  his  extolling 
tinctures,  and  other  kindred  absurdities. 

Suffer  me  to  define  my  position  in  categorical  terms.  I  maintain 
that  there  are  numerous  pathological  states,  in  which  the  administra- 
tion of  difFusible  stimulants,  such  as  wine,  gin,  brandy,  and  their 
compounds,  are  the  true  and  every  way  preferable  remedies,  always 
fulfilling  best  the  therapeutical  indications,  and  when  judiciously  pre- 
scribed they  are  always  salutary,  and  never  can  be  injurious  either  in 
their  effects  or  consequences.  Nor  can  there  be  any  moral  objection 
justly  alleged  against  such  use,  since  all  history  and  all  experience 
prove  that  so  far  from  creating  a  morbid  appetite  for  these  stimulants, 
and  tending  to  intemperance,  the  very  opposite  effect  follows,  a  dis- 
gust and  loathing  of  such  liquors  thus  medicinally  used,  being  uni- 
formly experienced. 

The  objections  of  Dr.  Rush  and  others,  often  cited,  were  intended 
to  apply  to  the  fashionable  prescription  of  wine  and  spirituous  liquors 
as  the  menstruum  for  bitters  and  other  tonics  to  drunkards  or  intem- 
perate drinkers,  as  a  cure  for  the  dyspepsia  and  kindred  maladies, 
resulting  from  excess. 

Such  prescriptions  do  tend  to  perpetuate  intemperance  and  its 
train  of  diseases,  both  physical  and  moral,  and  are  hence  alike  pro- 
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fessionally  and  morally  reprehensible.  But  there  is  no  analogy 
between  such  use  of  alcohol  as  engenders  or  fosters  intemperance 
and  the  legitimate  employment  of  bark  and  wine,  brown  stout,  gin 
or  brandy,  as  remedies  in  those  pathological  conditions  which  may 
demand  either  or  all  of  these  to  maintain  the  failing  vitality,  or  as 
cordials  in  lingering,  convalescence.  If  this  was  not  purely  a  medical 
question,  it  were  easy  to  cite  Bible  authority  for  this  identical  prac- 
tice of  giving  "  wine  to  them  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  strong  drink  to 
him  that  is  ready  to  perish." 

But  arguments  and  authorities  are  uncalled  for,  in  view  of  the 
abounding  testimony  of  facts.  These  are  found  recorded  in  every 
Pharmacopoeia  and  Dispensatory  ;  in  every  standard  work  on  Prac- 
tice, Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  or  Hygeinc,  of  whatever  medical 
school,  whether  ancient  or  modem,  foreign  or  domestic.  The  practice 
of  every  hospital  in  every  country  has  registered  these  facts  in  count- 
less numbers,  and  the  success  with  which  the  ship  fever  was  treated 
among  the  multitudes  escaping  from  the  famine  in  Ireland  a  few  years 
ago,  was  due  to  the  alcoholic  medication,  -which  was  substituted  for 
and  preferred  to  all  drugs,  than  to  every  other  cause  combined.  Nor 
can  any  medical  authority  of  high  repute  be  cited  in  the  schools  or 
literature  of  the  profession,  which  does  not  sustain  the  therapeutic 
importance  of  alcoholic  medication. 

But  what  have  these  arguments  and  facts,  which  prove  that  alcohol 
is  useful  as  a  remedy  in  certain  diseases,  to  do  with  the  question  of  its 
disastrous  use  as  a  beverage  against  which  the  philanthropy  of  the  age  is 
now  summoned  to  the  rescue  ?  As  much  and  no  more,  than  the  proof 
that  opium  is  a  useful  and  indispensable  drug,  would  have  to  do  with  the 
question  of  suppressing  its  sale  as  a  beverage  ;  if  whole  masses  of  our 
people  had  become  opium  eaters,  and  were  the  victims  of  the  physical 
and  moral  mischiefs  of  this  latter  species  of  drunkenness.  It  would  not 
be  necessary  to  doubt  or  deny  the  medicinal  value  of  opium  in  such  a 
case  to  justify  the  benevolent  in  getting  up  a  crusade  against  the 
traffic  in  opium  as  a  beverage.  Neither  is  it  called  for  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  "  Maine  law,"  to  deny  or  to  decry  the  innocence  and 
utility  of  alcohol,  when  strictly  used  as  a  medicine,  as  it  is  thus  used 
by  the  most  earnest  and  consistent  temperance  men  in  every  country. 
Indeed  no  profession  or  class  of  men  in  the  country  ha  ve  done  more, 
to  say  the  least,  to  convince  the  public  that  "  alcohol  as  a  beverage  is 
injurious  to  men  in  health,"  and  never  necessary  or  i  seful  except  as  a 
remedy,  as  is  true  of  other  poisons,  as  opium,  chloroform  and  the 
like.  Hence  it  is  plain  that  those  temperance  advocates  perform  a 
work  of  superrerogation  who  claim  to  banish  alcohol  from  the  Materia 
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Mcdica,  and'spend  their  strength  in  a  fruitless,  as  well  as  wholly  un- 
called for  controversy. 

If  it  be  alleged,  that  very  much  of  prevalent  intemperance  in 
drinking  is  owing  to  the  medicinal  use  of  licpiors,  for  fancied  or  feigned 
diseases,  and  that  under  the  pretext  of  "alcohol  as  a  medicine,'"'  mul- 
titudes drink  to  excess;  while  we  may  admit  and  deplore  the  false 
pretence,  yet  the  strictly  medical  use  of  alcohol  as  a  remedy,  when 
prescribed  by  judicious  as  well  as  temperate  physicians,  cannot  be 
responsible  for  such  hypocrisy  and  deceit.  But  to  condemn  the  legi- 
timate and  beneficial  use  of  all  alcohol,  as  a  medicine,  on  this  pretext 
would  be  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come.  The  end  does  not,  in  this 
or  any  other  case,  sanctify  the  means.  "Plain  Truth." 

MR.  WOLFE'S  SCHNAPPS. 

Mr.  Editor, — None  of  your  correspondents  on  the  alcohol  medical 
question  have  responded  to  the  call  of  Mr.  W.  for  their  testimony 
as  to  the  medical  value  of  the  Holland  Gin  sold  by  him,  under  the 
name  of  Aromatic  Schiedam  Schnapps.  Many  of  your  readers  are 
waiting  for  an  article  from  somebody  on  this  subject.  The  doctors  it 
seems  have  taken  his  gin,  tried  it  on  themselves  and  others,  and  yet 
they  are  all  silent.  Querist. 

[Wait  until  our  next  number. — Ed.] 


ALCOHOLIC  MEDICINE. 

Mr.  Editor. — I  cannot  admire  Dr.  Johnson's  style  of  grappling 
with  an  opponent  on  this  alcoholic  question ;  and  it  strikes  me  very 
forcibly  that  it  will  partake  rather  too  much  of  tcctotalism  ever  to  attain 
to  the  pamphlet  form  for  distribution  among  members  of  the  profession. 
The  Dr.  seems  inclined  to  generalize  a  good  deal,  and  I  am  satisfied 
in  much  that  he  has  written  he  must,  to  a  considerable  extent,  yield  to 
the  pen  of  the  critic.  In  speaking  of  the  physical  effects  of  alcohol  on 
the  system,  it  really  looks  like  old  fogyism  to  say  that  "life  soon 
burns  out,  and  the'patient  sinks."  A  very  unphilosophic  deduction,  and 
one,  in  the  expression  of  which,  the  most  rabid  teetotaler  would  be 
quite  at  home.  There,  again,  the  question,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be 
so  strictly  confined  within  professional  limit-  as  to  exclude  the  idea 
of  its  moral  effects  altogether,  which  I  contend,  for  it  ought  only  to  be 
viewed  in  connexion  with  the  abuse  of  this  stimulant.  The  question 
then,  would  resolve  itself  into  this,  Docs  alcohol,  in  any  of  its  com- 
bined forms,  when  administered  under  fit  and  proper  circumstance's 
as  a  remedy  in  disease,  cut  life  short ;  or,  as  Dr.  Johnson  will  have 
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it,  first  burn  the  patients  life  out,  and  then  sink  him  1   Now,  taking  it 
for  granted,  Mr.  Editor,  that  a  sound  premise  is  a  necessary  antece- 
dent to  a  good  argument,  it  will  scarcely  meet  the  desired  end  to 
acknowledge  such  a  classification  as  that  of  quinine  with  camphor  and 
ammonia,  which  are  general  stimulants  ;  or  cajcput  oil  with  the  oil  of 
almonds,  which  is  a  demulcent ;  or  juniper,  much  less  any  of  the  mint 
oils,  with  creosote,  which  is  a  sedative  or  contra  stimulant,  whose 
toxicological  action  is  so  nearly  allied  to  Prussic  Acid.    Neither  will 
it  be  deemed  legitimate  to  convert  the  vulgar  practice  of  ignorant 
people  into  a  pretext  for  accusing  more  than  four-fifths  of  the  profes- 
sion of  countenancing  such  a  clap  trap  doctrine  as  that  brandy  is  both 
a  preventive  and  a  cure  for  cholera ! !  thereby  ceding  to  the  one  a 
vantage  ground  which  the  other  cannot  command.    It  certainly  is  to 
be  hoped  that  no  such  teaching  as  this  obtains,  in  any  of  the  medical 
schools  out  West,  or  wo  be  to  the  interests  of  the  rising  generation  of 
professional  aspirants  in  that  part  of  the  globe.    In  the  treatment  of 
every  epidemic  I  presume  there  is  a  proper  time  for  stimulants,  and 
so  every  well-educated  physician  is,  or  ought  to  be,  alive  to  this 
momentous  period,  it  should  be  deemed  sufficiently  satisfactory  if, 
in  the  choice  of  a  stimulant,  he  select  a  bottle  of  good  old  Portland 
by  means  of  such,  rescue  his  patient  from  otherwise  inevitable  death. 
This,  Sir,  is  not  less  a  fact  than  conclusive  in  argument,  and  I  trust  it 
may  not  be  thought  anything  like  an  approach  to  arrogance  on  my 
part,  when  I  assert  that  Dublin  is  the  seat  of  the  brightest  constella- 
tion of  genius,  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  the  world  ever  saw, — and 
within  the  wards  of  its  numerous  hospitals  is  to  be  seen  good  wine 
and  good  stout  administered  in  epidemic  fevers  of  the  worst  kind,  as 
also  in  other  forms  of  disease,  with  a  success  which  not  alone  dazzles 
the  attentive  observer  at  the  time,  but  strongly  tends  to  stamp  the 
impress  of  certain  fixed  principles  upon  his  mind,  as  a  guide  through- 
out his  professional  career  in  after  life.    Such  happy  effects  have  I 
witnessed  from  the  use  of  what  has  been  truly  termed  a  two-edged 
sword,  under  the  skilful  pilotage  of  Dr.  Stokes  and  Graves,  who  within 
the  last  few  months  has  left  his  brother  stars,  minus  his  lustre :  and 
though  new  theories,  from  the  pens  of  our  more  faithful  brethren,  may 
crowd  in  upon  us,  and  innovations  spring  up  amongst  us,  like  weeds 
in  uncultivated  soil,  well  observed  facts,  turned  to  practical  account  in 
the  science  of  medicine  will  outlive  all,  even  the  wreck  of  captious 
critics — aye,  even  teetotalism  itself.    Try  the  question  then  on  its 
merits;  collect  practical  results  from  proper  sources;  eschew  all 
prejudice,  and  leave  generalising  to  those  who  may  come  after  us.  In 
conclusion,  Mr.  Editor,  permit  me  to  say  you  deserve  well  of  the  pro- 
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fession  for  your  bold  and  independent  style  of  writing  down  quacks, 
irrespective  of  the  position  some  of  them  occupy  in  society,  and  up- 
holding our  common  interests.  The  Editor  of  the  London  Lancet  has 
been  a  pioneer  in  the  service  of  his  profession  for  years,  and  in  conse- 
quence, he  now  stands  well  rewarded  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
manifold  duties.  Let  us  hope  you  will,  in  your  day,  occupy  a  similar 
position  amongst  your  brethren  to  that  of  Mr.  T.  Wakley. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Sept.  I0ih,1853.  JEPHTHA  HdSSEY. 


A  CURIOUS  CASE. 

THE  MAN  WHO  HAS  SLEPT  FIVE  YEARS. 

We  called  yesterday  to  see  the  man  who  has  been  asleep  for  five 
years,  and  whose  case  was  detailed  in  the  Times  some  weeks  since. 
We  found  him  in  what  seemed  like  a  sound  sleep.  He  was  lying  in 
bed,  his  eyes  nearly  closed,  his  respiration  rather  slower  than  is  usual, 
his  breathing  a  little  stertorous,  pulse  some  seventy-five  strokes  in  a 
minute,  soft  and  weak.  On  attempting  to  open"  his  eyes,  he  firmly  closed 
them,  and  when,  by  force,  the  lids  were  opened,  the  eyes  were  rolled 
upward,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  the  pupils.  The  mouth  was 
slightly  opened ;  on  attempting  to  open  it  wider,  the  jaws  were  in- 
stantly locked.  There  was  a  constant  tremor  of  the  eyelids,  and  from 
his  mouth  there  was  some  drivelling.  His  body  was  extremely 
emaciated  ;  his  arms  were  folded  upon  his  breast,  and  any  attempt  to 
remove  them  was  strongly  resisted.  The  muscles  seemed  rigid  and 
tense  when  the  effort  was  made,  and  indeed  it  was  impossible,  without 
violence,  to  change  at  all  the  position  of  his  limbs.  Once  during  our 
stay  he  drew  a  long  breath,  like  a  man  who  is  about  to  turn  in  his 
sleep.  At  another  time  he  hitched  himself  up  a  little  in  bed.  He 
was  lifted  up  bodily  and  seated  on  the  side  of  the  bed ;  his  head  was 
still  bent  forward  on  his  chest,  his  legs  crooked  under  him  at  the  same 
angle,  and  his  arms  folded  as  when  he  was  lying.  There  was  nothing 
to  indicate  that  he  would  not  retain  the  same  position  for  weeks.  We 
lifted  one  foot,  the  other  came  up  with  it.  There  was  little  or  no 
bending  at  the  knee,  or  at  the  hip ;  the  feet  were  raised  only  as  the 
upper  part  of  the  body  was  carried  backwards.  He  was  placed 
standing  upon  the  floor.  It  required  a  few  moments  to  balance  him 
exactly  ;  after  that  he  stood  in  the  same  position  so  long  as  we  re- 
mained ;  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  that  he  would  not  maintain  the 
same  posture  for  a  month. 

This  certainly  is  a  most  marvellous  case.   There  is  not  the  slight- 
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est  chance  for  any  collusion  or  deception  in  the  matter.  Many  of  our 
best  physicians  have  examined  him, — none,  so  far  as  we  can  hear, 
believe  any  deception  in  the  case  to  be  possible.  From  physicians  in 
the  Western  part  of  New- York,  and  from  men  of  the  highest  standing, 
we  are  assured  that  the  story  which  is  told  of  him  is  perfectly  true. 

Though  we  have  given  a  history  of  it  before,  a  brief  re-statement 
is  warranted  by  the  interest  created  by  his  presence  here.  II is  name* 
is  Cornelius  Vroman  ;  he  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  but  has  lived 
since  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  in  Clarkson,  Monroe  County,  not 
far  from  Rochester.  He  was  a -hard-working  man,  a  good  worker, 
temperate,  trusty,  and  at  the  time  when  his  strange  sleep  came  on,  he 
was  working  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Moses  Jennings.  His  mother  is 
dead ;  he  has  a  father  and  two  brothers  living  in  Clarkson.  On  the 
19th  of  June,  IS  18,  he  felt  unwell  enough  to  call  in  Dr.  John  S.  Cole, 
who  found  him  complaining  of  some  pain  in  the  stomach  and  in  the 
head,  for  which  he  prescribed.  After  this,  without  becoming  any 
more  sick,  his  sleep  each  night-  grew  longer,  until  at  last  it  was  found 
impossible  to  wake  him.  Out  of  this  sleep  he  has  never  come,  to  re- 
main wakeful  for  more  than  sixteen  hours  at  a  time  ;  and  the  aggre- 
gate of  all  his  waking  hours  since  the  seizure  is  not  over  three  days. 
At  first  they  were  oftener,  but  now  the  waking  intervals  recur  about 
every  six  weeks.  The  last  time  he  awoke  was  while  he  was  in 
Rochester,  some  ten  weeks  since,  which  gives  us  a  hope  that  his  wak- 
ing-hour now  approaches,  and  that  we  may  see  him  in  his  wakeful 
condition.  When  awake  he  seems  totally  unconscious  of  his  peculia- 
rity, and  has  said  some  things  which  indicate  that  he  remembers 
matters  as  they  were  before  his  change.  They  say  that  he  straightens 
himself  up  then,  and  walks  as  limberly  as  others.  Yet  now  to  handle 
his  limbs,  we  fear  that  they  must  be  partially  anehylosed.  But  on 
this  point  we  are  not  satisfactorily  informed. 

II is  die't  consists  principally  of  milk,  sometimes  with  a  little  bread 
soaked  in  it.  It  is  with  some  difficulty  that  it  can  be  administered. 
The  jaws  must  be  forced  open  as  in  tetanus,  and  the  liquid  poured  in 
between  his  teeth.  Once  he  went  without  any  food  for  five  days  ; 
but  his  friends  objected  to  any  farther  conduct  of  the  experiment, 
though  there  was  no  change  in  his  symptoms  during  that  time.  When 
the  seizure  occurred  he  is  said  to  have  weighed  1(10  pounds  ;  now,  he 
cannot  weigh  over  90  pounds.  His  height  was  six  feet  two  inches. 
The  secretion  of  the  kidneys  is  discharged  once  or  twice  a  day  ;  it  is 
very  high  colored,  and  not  much  diminished  in  quantity;  Possibly  it 
is  from  habit,  possibly  from  some  remains  of  consciousness,  that  in 
this  matter  he  is  subject  to  the  wishes  of  his  attendants.    The  alviue 
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evacuations  arc  very  scanty,  occurring  not  oftencr  than  at  intervals  of 
from  six  to  twenty  days. 

<  )nce  he  was  left  standing  for  three  days ;  there  was  no  change  in 
his  position  during  that  time. 

We  are  not  informed  definitely  as  to  the  medical  treatment  to 
which  he  has  been  subjected.  We  are  told,  however,  (and  he  has 
-scars  that  attest  it,)  that  he  has  been  blistered  and  bled,  subjected  to 
issues,  setons,  and  counter-irritation,  of  almost  every  sort ;  that  tonics 
and  sudden  stimulants  have  all  been  applied;  but  medicine  has  ex- 
hausted its  resources  in  vain.  Once  he  was  thrown  into  the  water, 
but  it  produced  no  change. 

His  personal  appearance  is  anything  but  prepossessing.  The 
beard  which  covers  his  face  and  lips,  stands  erect,  and  the  hair  of  his 
head  also  stands  on  cud.  We  are  assured  that  this  is  no  peculiarity 
in  the  family,  and  that  nothing  of  this  sort,  no  tendency  to  epileptic 
or  kindred  diseases,  has  ever  been  noticed  in  the  family. 

Medical  men  regard  this  case  with  the  profoundest  interest.  It  is 
entirely  without  a  parallel  in  medical  history.  Catalepsy  it  has  been 
called,  but  the  rigidity  of  the  muscles  is  quite  uncommon ;  indeed, 
the  limbs  of  the  cataleptic  generally  seem  to  be  plastic,  maintaining 
the  position  in  which  they  are  placed — yielding  readily,  however,  to 
any  counterbalancing  power. 

We  have  seen  another  form  of  it,  in  which,  though  the  head,  the 
neck,  or  the  limbs  would  take  any  posture  given  them,  after  the  lapse 
of  a  few  moments  they  would  begin  gradually  to  return  to  the  position 
occupied  at  the  time  of  the  seizure.  The  maintenance  of  the  catalep- 
tic state  for  even  a  few  days  is  extremely  rare.  The  tetanic  spasm  of 
the  mouth  upon  attempting  to  open  it,  the  forcible  closing  of  the  eye- 
lid, and  the  other  slight  indications  of  consciousness,  are  not  common 
in  catalepsy. 

The  ecstasy  of  nosologists  recognizes  a  lack  of  all  consciousness 
and  recognition,  and  great  muscular  rigidity,  but  more  or  less  mental 
excitement  is  supposed  to  be  indicated  by  that  term.  Strange  ecsta- 
tic seizures  connected  with  hysteria  are  on  record. 

Cases  are  recorded  where  lethargy — or  cataphora,  as  some  prefer 
to  call  it — and  coma  have  been  greatly  prolonged  ;  but  in  these  we 
believe  the  voluntary  motions  of  which  we  have  spoken  were  entirely 
absent.  No  case,  however,  of  either  has  been  protracted  for  years  as 
has  this.  This  curious  case  seems  both  to  balilc  all  medical  skill,  and 
to  defy  the  history  of  medicine  to  adduce  a  parallel. 


[We  copy  the  foregoing  article  from  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Times,  one 
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of  whose  editors,  Dr.  F.  Tuthill,  is  the  writer,  and  to  whom  the  readers 
of  that  paper  are  indebted  for  frequent  medical  contributions  to  its 
columns,  and  which  are  appreciated  by  the  profession,  and  cannot  fail 
to  promote  its  circulation  and  patronage.  We  have  seen  the  singular 
case  alluded  to,  and  can  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  description  here 
given. 

We  suppose  the  man  to  be  laboring  under  that  form  of  Insanity, 
denominated  Dementia,  dependent  upon  a  pathological  condition  of 
the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  involving  the  nervous  centres,  and  produc- 
ing the  remarkable  rigidity  and  fixedness  of  the  muscles  of  the  limbs, 
here  refered  to.  It  cannot  be  regarded  as  Catalepsy,  nor  is  he  asleep, 
as  has  been  alleged,  nor  can  he  be  called  comatose,  at  least  when  we 
saw  him.  The  quivering  of  the  eyelids,  and  resistance  to  opening 
them,  the  voluntary  action  of  numerous  muscles,  even  those  most 
rigid,  demonstrate  that  he  possesses  consciousness,  and  employs  voli- 
tion, always  however  so  morbidly  developed  as  to  preclude  the  idea 
of  feigning  or  deception.  He  is  certainly  an  object  of  deep  commise- 
ration, and  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum  for  curative 
treatment,  for,  of  even  such  a  case,  we  have  no  warrant  to  despair. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  cause  of  this  sad  spectacle  of  human 
woe  has  been  masturbation,  another  warning  against  this  horrible  vice, 
and  which  should  be  heeded  by  the  young.] 


THE  TRIBUNE  AND  QUACKERY. 

[By  special  request,  we  give  place  to  the  following  communication, 
which  speaks  for  itself.  We  know  the  author  to  be  one  of  the  most 
eminent  and  excellent  physicians  in  the  State.  Had  he  been  a  quack, 
and  like  Talbot  Watts  enclosed  a  fee  to  the  editor,  the  Tribune  would 
not  have  been  closed  against  him.  The  justice  of  our  strictures  on 
this  common  sewer  of  all  humbuggery,  in  the  September  number,  is 
here  fully  corroborated.] 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Courier  &  Enquirer. 

On  Friday  last,  the  New-York  Tribune,  in  reply  to  the  Courier, 
says,  that  it  "  never  favored  the  doctrine  of  Free  Trade  with  respect 
to  the  professions,  to  the  extent  of  allowing  a  man  to  set  up  and  pro- 
fit by  false  pretences."  He  would  have  the  members  of  the  regular 
profession  put  on  the  same  footing  with  Indian  doctors,  Steam  doctors, 
Homoeopathists,  &c.  &c.  but  would  not  allow  them  to  sail  under 
false  colors.   I  am  of  opinion  that  that  would  depend  on  circumstances 
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I  think  the  Editor  would  take  very  little  pains  to  expose  those  who 
resorted  to  "  false  pretences"  or  misrepresentations,  provided  the  effect 
of  these  was  to  pull  down  or  disparage  the  regular  profession.  1  have 
come  to  this  conclusion,  reluctantly,  from  the  following  facts : — Some 
time  since  there  appeared  in  the  Tribune  an  article  from  a  correspon- 
dent relating  some  revelations  that  had  been  made  by  the  "  spirit"  of 
a  person  who  it  appeared  had  died  of  apoplexy,  and.  had  been  bled  a 
short  time  previous  to  his  death  ;  this  bleeding,  the  rapping  "  spirit" 
declared,  had  been  the  cause  of  his  death.  Now,  all  this  would  have 
been  entirely  unworthy  of  any  notice,  had  not  the  Editor  of  the 
Tribune,  over  his  proper  signature  of  "  Ed."  backed  the  humbug 
spirit  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  revelation,  and  endeavored  to  give 
force  to  a  blow  aimed  at  the  regular  profession,  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  merely  contemptible.  He  declared  that  his  faith  in  the 
"  spirits"  would  be  fully  confirmed,  if  they  always  gave  responses  as 
correct  as  this — that  in  fact  it  required  no  ghost  to  tell  us  that  the 
blood-letting  had  been  the  cause  of  the  man's  death,  &c.  &c.  Con- 
sidering these  remarks  as  injurious  to  the  profession,  I  cut  the  article 
from  the  paper,  and  returned  it  to  the  Editor  for  his  sober,  second 
thought ;  at  the  same  time  inquiring  whether  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case,  whether  he  knew  what  had 
been  the  precise  state  of  the  man  at  the  time  he  was  bled,  adding  that 
if  he  did  not,  his  opinion  was  no  better  than  that  of  the  "  spirits  "  which, 
he  admitted,  "  often  made  great  mistakes ;"  that  no  one  could  reason 
but  from  what  he  knew  ;  and  that  on  this  subject  of  "  blood-letting," 
we  fancied  that  the  editor  was  deficient  in  correct  information  and  a 
knowledge  of  facts  which  were  attainable  only  by  practical  medical 
men,  who  alone,  therefore,  were  competent  to  decide  upon  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  the  practice  ;  that  when  a  majority  of  these 
condemn  it,  and  pronounce  the  experience  of  the  most  enlightened 
physicians  for  centuries  fallacious,  it  would  be  rational  to  abandon  it ; 
that  until  then,  whatever  lay-editors  or  visionary  speculators  might 
say  to  the  contrary,  they  should  have  no  weight  with  those  who  wrere 
in  search  of  truth.  These  questions  and  remarks,  however,  the  Tribune 
may  have  thought,  contained  neither  reason  nor  sense,  for  it  took  no 
notice  of  them  whatever.  Secondly  :  not  long  after  the  above,  there 
appeared  in  that  paper  what  purported  to  be  an  extract  from  the 
writings  of  the  late  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush; — before  this  extract  was 
placed  the  figure  of  a  hand  pointing  to  it,  in  order  to  draw  the  reader's 
attention  to  it.  This  extract  seemed  to  show  that  Dr.  Rush  enter- 
tained a  very  disparaging  view  of  the  medical  profession,  comparing 
it  to  an  old  heathen  temple,  roofless,  with  its  foundation  destroyed, 
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&c.  In  fact,  that  it  was  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  humbug.  Being 
conversant  with  the  writings  of  Dr.  Rush,  and  knowing  well  that  no 
man  that  ever  lived,  had  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  profession,  or 
labored  more  assiduously  to  elevate  it  in  public  estimation  and  use- 
fulness, we  were  satisfied  that  the  extract  in  question,  as  it  stood  in 
the  Tribune,  produced,  or  was  calculated  to  produce,  an  impression  on 
the  mind  of  the  reader,  as  regards  the  profession,  that  was  never  in- 
tended by  Dr.  Rush,  and  that  therefore  it  was  made  to  subserve  the 
purpose  of  a  falsehood.  We,  thereforefore,  intending  to  show  this, 
directed  a  note  to  the  Editor,  requesting  him,  or  whoever  selected 
the  extract,  to  be  kini  enough  to  inform  us  in  what  part  of  the  writ- 
ings of  Dr.  Rush  it  might  be  found.  Of  this  request,  which,  I  think 
no  one  will  consider  unreasonable,  no  notice  was  taken.  How  the 
editor  of  that  paper  can  reconcile  such  a  course  with  his  great  profes- 
sions of  impartiality  and  fairness  is  to  me  inconceivable.  If  he  can 
do  it,  to  his  own  satisfaction,  he  most  assuredly  must  have  a  way  of 
reconciling  contradictions  unknown  to  his  cotemporarics. 

M.  D. 

Selections 

Specialists  and  duacks. 

[We  extract  the  following  just  and  merited  rebuke  from  the  Bos- 
ton Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  the  worthy  editor  of  which  must 
have  been  "  caught  napping "  when  he  inserted  it.  For  although 
these  strictures  are  aimed  at  some  of  our  New-York  savans,  for  en- 
dorsing the  pretensions  of  a  "  travelling  doctor,"  an  "  itinerant  physi- 
cian," and  one  of  the  "  specialists  "  at  that ;  yet  the  blows  of  the  writer 
rebound,  and  strike  equally  hard  upon  several  of  the  Boston  dignita- 
ries, whose  kindred  "  advertisements "  grace  every  number  of  the 
Journal  in  which  this  critique  appears.  We  almost  fancy  the  writer 
had  in  his  eye  Dr.  Bowditch,  Dr.  Bigelow,  Dr.  Phelps,  Dr.  Channing, 
Dr.  Storer,  Dr.  Putnam,  Dr.  Dix,  Dr.  Clark,  Dr.  Parks,  Dr.  Heaton, 
and  Dr.  Williams,  all  of  Boston,  and  who  are  all  in  the  same  con- 
demnation as  this  Hartley,  the  ear  doctor,  of  whom  we  never  heard 
before,  but  who  is,  doubtless,  as  "  regular  "  as  either  of  those  named, 
in  his  quackery. 

By  the  way,  our  Boston  confrere  is  only  witnessing  the  fruits  of 
his  own  indorsement  of  the  arrant  quackery  of  the  whole  tribe  of 
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"  specialists,"  for  whom  he  has  but  lately  made  a  special  plea  in  his 
columns.  A  western  editor,  in  echoing  his  sentiments,  predicts  an 
early  revolution  throughout  the  country,  which  is  to  result  in  estab- 
lishing all  these  "  specialists  "  as  the  only  "regulars,"  while  all  gene- 
ral practitioners,  or  those  who  practise  their  profession  as  a  unit,  are 
henceforth  to  be  stigmatized  as  "  the  quacks."  In  contributing  to  this 
"good  time  coming,"  we  fear  that  this  Dr.  Hartley  is  not  "alone  in 
his  glory." 

If  our  Boston  contemporary  can  exculpate  his  advertisers  from 
the  precise  "  quackery  "  here  condemned,  we  shall  be  most  happy  to 
learn  the  difference  between  Tweedle-dum  and  Tweedle-dee.  Read 
the  article.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — My  attention  has  at  this  time  been  particularly  called  to 
the  subject  of  quackery,  from  noticing  in  our  daily  papers  the  an- 
nouncement of  a  physician  from  Philadelphia,  of  some  considerable 
eminence,  now  occupying  rooms  at  one  of  our  hotels,  who  holds  forth 
to  the  public  in  an  advertisement,  which  I  give  below,  his  special  skill 
in  the  cure  of  one  branch  of  the  "  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir,"  with 
the  names  and  testimony  of  several  distinguished  men  of  the  profes- 
sion attached. 

[The  writer  here  gives  the  advertisement.  It  is  headed  "  Impor- 
tant to  the  Deaf,"  and  is  in  the  name  of  Dr.  Hartley,  proprietor  of 
an  Ear  Infirmary  in  Philadelphia.  "  Testimonials "  are  appended 
from  Professors  Willard  Parker,  Valentine  Mott  and  John  H.  Whit 
aker,  of  New- York.  It  seems  hardly  worth  while  to  transfer  it  to 
our  pages. — Ed.] 

It  appears  to  me  that  Dr.  Hartley,  in  travelling  from  place  to 
place,  and  publishing  in  the  public  prints,  wherever  he  may  make  a 
stand,  his  superior  skill  and  experience,  notwithstanding  it  is  confined 
to  a  particular  disease,  should  meet  the  disapprobation  of  (he  entire 
medical  profession.  Eor  a  few  years  past  the  profession  has  seemed 
to  manifest  some  increased  interest  in  devising  means  to  rid  the  peo- 
ple of  the  scourge  of  unprincipled  quacks,  and  to  this  end  many 
methods  have  been  proposed,  each  possessing  within  itself  some  de- 
gree of  efficiency,  and  all  going  to  show  at  least  the  good  will  and 
wish  of  the  proposers  ;  but  so  long  as  "  itinerant  doctors"  are  coun- 
tenanced by  medical  men,  and  sustained  in  their  advertisements  by 
the  names  of  such  physicians  as  W.  Parker,  John  H.  Whitaker,  and 
Valentine  Mott,  gazetted  broadcast  in  every  city  which  they  visit,  no 


444 


THE  NEW-YORK 


progress  can  be  made  in  this  department  of  reform,  but  retrograda- 
tion  must  be  the  result.  Public  advertising  and  pleasing  promises, 
guaranteeing  a  speedy  and  permanent  cure  without  causing  the  least 
pain  or  inconvenience,  and  assuring  the  public  that  they  have  devoted 
many  years  of  "  close  and  almost  undivided  attention  "  to  this  branch 
of  medical  study  and  research,  so  that  "  the  most  confirmed  and  ob- 
stinate cases  yield"  readily  to  their  mode  of  treatment,  is  the  com- 
mon custom  of  quacks  and  empirics  ;  and  although  Dr.  Hartley  may 
possess  "  professional  ability,"  and  be  a  "gentleman  of  correct  deport- 
ment," it  does  not  warrant  him  in  using  the  implements  of  the  noto- 
rious charlatan,  by  setting  forth  to  the  people  his  qualifications,  and 
the  "better  means  "  which  he  possesses  "of  coping  with  this  serious 
affliction,  than  those  which  are  possessed  by  physicians  in  general 
practice."  By  so  doing  he  takes  the  ground  of  the  ignorant  and  dis- 
honest quack,  and  the  uninformed  members  of  the  community,  not 
being  able  to  distinguish  between  them,  will  not  be  slow  in  allotting 
to  him  the  honor  of  coequal.  Thus  he  gives  strength  and  counten- 
ance to  all  irregular  practitioners,  the  Indian  doctor,  the  eclectic, 
analytic,  botanic,  reformed,  &e.  for  he  resorts  to  the  same  or  similar 
means  to  gain  notoriety  and  obtain  patronage ;  and  worse  than  this, 
he  places  himself  on  a  level  with  the  least  of  all  meritorious  mounte- 
banks of  the  day — the  "  travelling  doctors."  True,  Dr.  H.  has  the 
right  to  visit  his  patients  in  Portland  or  elsewhere;  but  if  his  only 
intention  was  to  comply  with  the  "  special  request  "  of  "  those  patients 
with  whom  he  has  been  in  communication,"  there  was  no  necessity  or 
even  a  call  for  such  a  sweeping  notice  to  the  public  of  his  skill  and 
success,  fortified  by  "  testimonials "  from  "  the  most  distinguished 
medical  men  of  the  country,"  for  those  of  his  patients  must  be  aware 
what  his  treatment  in  some  measure  is,  and,  what  to  them  is  most 
important,  what  his  success  has  been  in  their  individual  cases,  and  if 
it  has  been  favorable,  they  are  just  as  well  satisfied  of  his  skill,  as 
though  it  was  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  thousands.  No  physi- 
cian, however  well  educated  he  may  be,  however  great  his  skill,  or 
extensive  his  experience,  can  guarantee  with  impunity  a  cure  in  "  all 
cases  where  malformation  does  not  exist,"  in  any  serious  affliction  of 
the  human  system  whatever ;  and  how  Dr.  H.  can  do  so  in  this  diffi- 
cult branch  of  the  medical  profession,  is  more  than  I  can  understand. 

If  he  claims  to  himself  all  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  has  made  any  new  discovery  in  the  treatment  of  any  disease, 
he  is  in  duty  bound  to  give  it  to  the  profession,  and  is  morally  cul- 
pable if  he  keeps  it  a  secret ;  but  if  he  has  made  no  such  discovery,  he 
knows,  as  every  other  intelligent  physician  knows,  that  he  can  warrant 
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no  cure  with  certainty,  and  it  is  against  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
profession  to  make  such  a  promise  to  patients  laboring  under  any 
disease,  however  mild  or  formidable  its  type  may  be. 

I  cannot  conceive  what  reasons  could  have  been  adduced  potent 
enough  to  influence  Drs.  Parker,  Whitaker  and  Mott  to  allow  their 
names  to  be  used  in  the  manner  Dr.  Hartley  has  made  use  of  them 
in  the  advertisement  alluded  to,  and  I  am  tardy  in  believing  that  they 
were  given  to  those  testimonials  with  the  knowledge  and  expectation 
of  their  being  attached  to  the  advertisement  of  an  "  itinerant  physi- 
cian," to  be  published  in  the  papers  of  our  cities  and  towns  to  the 
gaze  of  the  gaping  multitude,  and  immediately  followed  up  in  propria 
persona  to  reap  the  result.  We  have  learned  to  look  up  to  those 
gentlemen  as  fathers  of  the  medical  profession,  and  as  examples  wor- 
thy to  be  imitated  ;  but  we  have  been  taught  that  an  unmeritorious 
act  committed  by  the  great  is  not  less  amenable  to  censure  than  if 
committed  by  the  small ;  and  when  such  personages  do  things  that 
we  in  humble  life  would  not  feel  justified  in  doing,  we  must  acknow- 
ledge that  the  spirit  of  blame  and  rebuke  arises  in  our  heart.  If  in- 
telligent physicians  wish  the  empire  of  quackery  to  fall,  let  them  live 
it  down.  Let  them  not  aid  or  abet  in  any  degree  to  sustain  its  strong 
holds,  or  give  any  semblance  of  countenance  that  will  extend  or  make 
more  respectable  its  career.  Let  them  avoid  every  appearance  of 
evil,  and  tolerate  in  no  way,  either  by  word,  thought  or  deed,  even  a 
show  of  empiricism.  Let  them  mark  out  to  themselves  an  indepen- 
dent, straight-forward  course,  and  follow  it  before  the  people  in  their 
professional  dealings  with  them,  without  swerving  to  either  side  for 
aggrandizement  or  gain.  Let  them  use  their  exertions  to  enlighten 
the  minds  of  the  people  upon  this  species  of  deception  and  humbug, 
which  pretending  and  unprincipled  quacks  are  practising  upon  them. 
Let  them  strive  to  educate  the  credulous  public  in  every  possible  way, 
that  it  may  understand  and  duly  appreciate  the  difference  between 
the  practice  of  the  judicious,  thoroughly-educated  medical  man,  and 
that  of  the  disgusting,  self-styled  doctor,  who  is  a  disgrace  in  any  com- 
munity. When  this  is  done,  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  will  show 
a  large  decrease  in  the  boasting  " pathys"  and  "  isms"  that  are  now 
so  prevalent  among  us  ;  and  the  croaking  illiterate  quack,  the  nostrum- 
maker,  and  nostrum-vender,  will  be  compelled  to  seek  other  and 
perhaps  more  laudable  means  of  support.  J.  F.  D. 

PortlunJ,  Me.,  Aug.  6tb,  1853. 
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Professional  Pebbles. 

PICKED  UP  ON   TIIF  SEA   SflOKE   OF   MEDICAL  SCIENCE. 

[We  copy  the  following  article  from  the  Iowa  Medical  Journal,  a 
neat  and  well  conducted  periodical  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Iowa  Uni- 
versity. Its  author,  Professor  Sanborn,  belongs  to  that  rare  class  of 
physicians  who  do  their  own  thinking  while  perusing  practical  know- 
ledge. Without  vouching  for  all  the  "  pebbles,"  we  like  many  of 
them  well  enough  to  give  the  whole  to  our  readers.] 

It  is  often  necessary  and  good  treatment,  to  stimulate  constitution- 
ally and  at  the  same  time,  deplete  locally.  Bear  in  mind,  that  there 
is  a  certain  period  in  all  inflammations,  when  stimulants  prove  to  be 
antiphlogistics.  Lesion  of  structure,  by  no  means  necessarily  involves 
lesion  of  function  ;  a  cancerous  stomach  still  digests.  In  only  one  case 
can  you  apply  blisters  to  the  scalp  itself,  and  that  is,  in  coma,  with 
cool  skin.  In  treating  local  inflammatory  affections,  in  the  early  stages 
of  fever,  let  your  treatment  lean  decidedly  toward  depletion ;  but  in 
treating  precisely  similar  affections,  in  the  late  stages,  carefully  sti- 
mulate :  for  debility  is  now  at  hand,  and  stimulants  do  now  what 
depletives  or  antiphlogistics  did  before.  A  rule  for  the  use  of  wine 
in  fevers :  where  the  patient's  strength  will  no  longer  warrant  the  use 
of  antiphlogistics,  when  the  pulse  falls,  and  the  skin  loses  its  morbid 
heat — then  you  may  stimulate.  The  pulse  however,  may  not  have 
fallen,  but  become  very  rapid  and  small ;  no  matter  how  quick  it 
may  be,  if  small ;  for  the  wine,  if  properly  used,  will  bring  it  down. 
A  slow  feeble  pulse  will  be  quickened,  and  a  rapid  small  one  will  be 
made  slower,  by  the  proper  use  of  wine  and  stimulants. 

Chronic  diseases  requires  chronic  remedies.  "  It  is  a  curious  fact," 
Dr.  Graves,  of  Dublin,  says,  "that  every  chronic  bronchial  derange- 
ment, is  accompanied  by  intestinal  flatulence;"  whereas  Stroller's 
experience  goes  to  show  that  it  is  not  a  fact — what  say  you  ?  Opium 
is  often  given,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  inflammation  of  mucous 
tissues  :  in  such  cases,  one  test  of  its  favorable  effect  is,  that  if  it  pro- 
duces its  ordinary  narcotism,  you  will  probably  be  disappointed — its 
anti-inflammatory  effect  is  not  obtained.  It  may  therefore,  in  such 
cases,  be  confidently  given  to  any  necessary  extent,  as  long  as  its  good 
effects  appear,  and  until  narcotism  is  produced.  Never  employ  as- 
tringents in  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  till  the  active  inflammatory  stage 
is  past.  As  a  general  rule,  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  use  first  the 
gentler  vegetable  astringents,  reserving  the  mineral  astringents  till  « 
more  chronic  stage. 

The  signs  of  disease,  derived  from  the  eye,  must  be  cautiously 
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received  ;  for  aberrations  of  vision  are  often  dependant,  rather  on  the 
degree  of  susceptibility  of  the  patient,  than  on  the  amount  of  disease. 
In  all  cases  of  obstinate  vomiting,  look  to  the  brain.  There  is  pro- 
perly no  such  thing  as  serous  apoplexy  ;  what  seems  so,  is  usually 
sanguineous,  or  serous  effusion  without  apoplexy.  When,  in  fever, 
patients  perspire  very  freely,  from  the  first,  the  cases  are  usually 
tedious.  Gaspar  and  Magendie  produced  typhus  fever,  in  animals, 
by  injection  of  putrid  substances  into  the  veins.  In  the  delirium  of 
fever,  not  depending  on  cerebral  inflammations,  you  are  not  to  be 
deterred  from  the  use  of  wine,  because  the  eyes  are  red  and  suffused, 
if  the  other  indications  are  favorable ;  for  long  continued  want  of 
sleep  will  often  produce  that  appearance :  and  you  may  often  use  it 
even  when  the  skin  is  hot,  provided  the  extremities  are  too  cool. 

It  is  generally  proper  to  give  opium  in  typhoid  fevers,  where 
severe  nervous  symptoms  remain,  after  appropriate  antiphlogistic 
treatment,  or  where  they  occur,  unaccompanied  by  signs  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  brain.  Erroneous  views  are  sometimes  taken  of  the 
prostration,  incident  to  disease.  It  may  be  primary,  depending  on  the 
violence  of  the  invasion  of  the  disease,  or  secondary,  depending  on 
local  lesion,  or  it  may  be  really  the  actual  debility,  produced  by  the 
diseased.  In  all  these  cases,  the  treatment  must  be  different.  Hip- 
pocrates says,  that  in  all  serious  disease,  where  no  pain  is  complained 
of,  the  brain  is  usually  wofully  at  fault.  In  cases  of  protracted  con- 
finement, to  the  horizontal  posture,  we  often  suspect  serious  pulmo- 
nary disease,  bronchitis,  or  pneumonia,  but  can  get  no  auscultatory 
signs  of  it.  Why  %  because  the  respiration  is  so  very  feeble  and  im- 
perfect ;  the  lungs  are  not  expanded  and  rales  are  slight.  But  set 
the  patient  up  in  bed,  induce  large  respirations,  and  serious  signs  at 
once  show  themselves.  Watch,  in  the  course  of  fever,  for  pulmonary 
disease,  sympathetic  with  visceral ;  you  will  usually  find  it,  first,  in 
the  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung,  near  to  the  stomach.  Supine  position, 
long  continued,  in  fever,  often  produces  congestion  of  the  posterior 
lobes  of  the  lungs — a  serious  result,  Dyspnoea,  depending  on  inflam- 
mation, may  be  relieved  by  bleeding ;  but  dyspnoea,  depending  on 
excessive  pulmonary  secretion,  will  be  augmented  by  it. 

Do  not  give  turpentine  for  tympanitis,  when  active  inflammation 
exists.  Not  unfrequently,  in  the  course  of  fever,  inflammation  and 
ulceration  of  the  intestinal  glands,  goes  on,  and  passes  through  all  its 
destructive  forms,  without  pain.  How  shall  we  detect  it  ?  Either  by 
tenderness  on  pressure,  (which  is  not  always  a  certain  sign,)  or  by 
these  following  symptoms  :  Thirst  without  vomiting;  preference  for 
warm  drinks ;  tympanitis,  and  diarrhoea.    These  symptoms  indicate 
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latent  lesion  of  the  glands  of  the  small  intestines.  In  such  cases,  if 
much  thirst,  sedulously  avoid  stimulants.  In  fevers,  the  early  use  of 
active  purgatives,  tends  to  produce  tympanitis.  Thirst  often  depends 
not  on  the  dryness  of  fauces,  but  on  the  state  of  the  nerves  of  the 
stomach ;  for  it  may  be  relieved  by  the  injection  of ,,  water  into  the 
stomach  without  touching  the  throat.  Watch  closely  for  the  onset  of 
cerebral  disease,  and  anticipate  its  approach.  An  early  sign  of  cere- 
bral disturbance,  will  often  be  found  in  irregular  or  sighing  respiration 
— fast,  slow,  and  sighing — if,  of  course,  there  be  no  pulmonary 
disease  to  cause  it :  such  has  been  called  "  cerebral  respiration."  The 
pupil  of  the  eye  is  permanently  contracted,  during  sleep.  The  more 
complicated  any  disease  may  be  with  others,  the  more  latent  is  any 
local  lesion.  Andral  says  no  constant  connection  exists  between  the 
state  of  the  tongue,  and  that  of  the  stomach ;  anct  Louis  confirms 
this  opinion.  Regard  the  tongue,  says  Stokes,  not  as  an  indication 
of  any  local  disorder,  even  of  the  alimentary  canal,  but  as  an  index 
of  the  general-  condition  of  the  whole  system.  You  cannot  always 
remove  sympathetic  derangements  by  removing  the  cause;  it  may 
have  gone  on  too  long,  and  have  produced  a  state  of  actual  organic 
disease. 

Lesions  of  the  alimentary  canal  are  very  apt,  especially  in  chil- 
dren, to  subside,  apparently,  after  a  time,  and  reappear  in  the  head  or 
lungs.  This  metastasis,  however,  is  more  apparent  than  real ;  in- 
flammation may  begin  in  the  new  place  but  does  not  on  that  account 
subside  in  the  former.  Opposite  conditions  of  the  system  are  often 
accompanied  by  similar  symptoms.  In  inflammation  of  viscera,  the 
severity  of  the  pain,  other  things  being  equal,  is  usually  in  proportion 
to  the  superficiality  of  Xhe  local  inflammation.  The  specific  effects  of 
Hydrarg,  are  much  more  readily  obtained  by  prefacing  its  employ- 
ment by  the  use  of  remedies  calculated  to  relieve  the  existing  inflam- 
mation— or,  in  conjunction  with  such  remedies. 

If  you  give  iodide  of  potassium  when  free  acid  exists  in  the  stom- 
ach, combine  it  with  liquor  potassse ;  else  the  salt  is  decomposed,  and 
the  iodine  set  free,  may  become  an  irritant.  Never  apply  leeches  to 
the  eye-lids,  or  scrotum ;  dangerous  a3dema  is  apt  to  ensue.  In  cases 
of  dropsy  from  disease  of  the  heart,  examine  the  urine  ;  it  will  almost 
always  be  found  albuminous. 

Physicians  for  Emigrant  Ships. 

From  the  Medical  Examiner. 

We  are  glad  to  meet  the  following  article  in  the  editorial  columns 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Inquirer  of  this  city.    The  imporjance  of  the 
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matter  commends  it  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  we  are 
rejoiced  to  see  at  least  one  of  the  daily  papers  independent  enough  to 
urge  a  course  which,  although  attended  with  expense  to  shippers,  must 
greatly  advance  the  cause  of  humanity. 

Physicians  for  Emigrant  Ships — A  Good  Suggestion. — We 
perceive,  upon  looking  over  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  memorialize  Congress  in 
favor  of  a  law  requiring  every  emigrant  ship  to  have  a  surgeon  on 
board,  that  the  subject  will  be  taken  up  at  the  coming  session.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  proposition  will  then  be  approved.  The  intro- 
duction of  surgeons  into  all  emigrant  vessels  would  be  the  means  of 
saving  many  lives,  while  the  town  and  cities  where  emigrants  are 
landed,  would  thus  be  largely  protected  against  the  small-pox,  ship 
fever,  and  other  fearful  diseases.  The  voice  of  humanity  is  in  favor 
of  such  a  measure,  whether  we  allude  to  the  poor  emigrant  from 
abroad,  or  the  citizen  at  home.  It  is  little  less  than  murder  to  fill  a 
ship  with  emigrants,  and  thus  to  foment  disease,  and  promote  death. 
The  thanks  of  the  country  are  due  to  the  American  Association  for 
its  energetic  efforts  on  this  interesting  subject.  We  are  all,  more 
or  less,  vitally  concerned  in  the  application.  The  Physician  on 
ship-board  would  combat  the  disease  every  inch  of  the  way  across 
the  ocean,  and  by  strict  attention,  diet,  medicine  and  purification, 
would  do  much  towards  fitting  the  vessel  to  approach  towards  the 
healthy  shores  of  the  Republic.  The  ship  fever  is  a  dangerous  disease. 
It  requires  much  heroism  to  face,  brave,  and  contend  with  it.  No 
physician  can  desire  such  practice,  and  hence  it  is  nothing  but  a  con- 
scientious sense  of  right  and  duty,  that  will  induce  a  member  of  the 
medical  profession  to  live  among  such  patients,  at  sea  or  on  land. 
But.  this  sense  of  duty  everywhere  prevails,  and  it  is  an  honor  to  the 
calling  and  to  human  nature.  There  is  also  another  reason  why  such 
vessels  as  we  have  referred  to  should  have  surgeons.  It  is  this :  By 
close  and  constant  attention  to  the  multitude  of  cases  that  occur  in 
crowded  vessels,  the  physician  would  daily  become  more  and  more 
acquainted  with  the  best  mode  of  successfully  treating  ship  fever,  and 
thus  of  saving  human  life.  How  many  medical  gentlemen  have 
already  been  carried  off  by  this  disease  ?  It  is,  therefore,  vastly  im- 
portant that  it  should  be  seen  in  all  its  phases,  and  then  eventually  it 
could  and  would  be  mastered  just  as  certainly  as  our  physicians  now 
cure  the  intermittent  fever. 

The  following  handsome  tribute  to  the  medical  profession  appeared 
in  the  same  paper  shortly  after  the  above,  for  which  the  author  justly 
deserves,  and  should  receive  their  warmest  thanks : 
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Physicians — Their  Duties  and  their  Labors. — We  recently 
gave  some  extracts  from  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Pennsylvania — one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  benevolent 
bodies  of  the  day.  Our  object  was  to  show  with  what  commendable 
zeal  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  were  laboring  in  the 
cause  of  humanity.  All  their  efforts  tend  to  the  health  and  happiness 
of  our  race.  What  a  vast  volume  of  knowledge  do  they  open  up, 
for  the  examination  and  consideration  of  the  intellectual  and  gifted 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  ! 

The  doctor  is  not  only  a  prescriber  for  the  sick  or  wounded,  but 
he  is  a  botanist,  a  chemist,  a  geologist  and  a  mineralogist — aye,  every 
thing.  There  is  no  leaf  in  any  book  of  science  that  he  does  not  care- 
fully study,  with  the  view  of  bringing  to  the  bedside  of  his  patients 
something  that  can  aid  him  in  curing  disease. 

The  medical  profession  is  emphatically  the  learned  profession. 
Nor  do  its  members  become  weary  in  well  doing.  Every  year  they 
assemble  in  some  of  our  large  cities,  to  compare  notes  with  one 
another,  and  to  discuss  what  has  been  discovered  within  the  proceed- 
ing year.  What  able  reports  are  there  made  and  distributed  through- 
out the  nation. 

The  annual  publications  of  the  American  Medical  Convention 
teem  with  profound  intelligence  upon  the  improvement  and  advances 
in  their  great  art.  Nor  do  they  ask  any  pecuniary  assistance,  from 
the  other  classes  of  society,  to  meet  their  expenses  in  juurneying  to  or 
remaining  at  their  intellectual  gatherings. 

These  are  not  the  ordinary  conventions  of  the  day.  They  meet 
for  the  noblest  and  best  of  purposes — to  smooth  the  pathway  of  man 
through  this  stormy  wilderness  of  life.  Like  their  great  Master,  who 
went  abroad  healing  the  sick  and  cleansing  the  lepers,  they  are  en- 
deavoring to  walk  in  his  benevolent  footsteps.  And  when  the  last 
summons  must  come,  how  often  are  they  the  only  persons  capable  of 
giving  consolation  to  the  dying,  as  the  soul  takes  its  departure  from 
its  clay  tenement,  and  wings  its  way  to  immortality  ! 

What  vast  interests  are  committed  to  their  hands  !  and  we  think 
we  may  say  right  justly — for  we  know  of  no  body  of  men  who  peril 
more  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  Pestilence  cannot  scare  them,  nor 
does  squalid  poverty  pass  neglected  by  them.  We  have  all  seen 
them  take  their  lives  in  their  hands,  in  performing  the  high  duties 
committed  to  their  trust.  We  may  wTell  say,  therefore,  that  we  most 
sincerely  thank  the  members  of  that  noble  profession  for  their  con- 
stant study  to  advance  the  science  they  so  eminently  honor.  Their 
Conventions  are,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  Conventions  for  us,  for  the 
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elevation  of  suffering  humanity,  for  we  all  belong  to  that  vast  bro- 
therhood. 

Dr.  Edwards  Crisp, 

Of  London,  has  just  published  an  Appendix  to  his  well  known  Trea- 
tise on  the  Structure,  Diseases,  and  Injuries  of  the  Blood-vessels. 

In  the  former  work  he  had  included  the  statistical  deductions  from 
551  cases  of  Aneurism  on  record,  and  in  the  Appendix  he  has  now 
added  151  more,  making  the  total  702  cases  of  Aneurismal  disease  thus 
classified,  viz. — Thoraric  Aorta  241,  Pulmonary  2,  Abdominal  Aorta 
and  its  branches  73,  Common  Iliac  2,  External  Iliac  9,  Gluteal  2, 
Femoral  72,  Popliteal  182,  Posterior  Tibial  21,  Innominata  22,  Ca- 
rotid 28,  Cerebral  13,  Temporal  1,  Subclavian  25,  Axillary  24,  Sub- 
scapular 1,  Brachial  1. 

These  are  the  statistics  of  the  cases  published  in  the  Britsh  Jour- 
nals. We  insert  for  reasons  which  will  be  obvious,  Dr.  C's  preface, 
which  is  all  for  which  we  can  make  room  at  present. 

"Four  years  have  elapsed  since  this  Essay  was  published,  and  I 
am  about  to  add  the  information  and  experience  I  have  acquired 
during  that  period. 

"  Although  this  work  includes  a  table  of  551  cases  of  aneurism, 
— obtained  the  Jacksonian  Prize  at  the  College  of  Surgeons,  was  well 
spoken  of  both  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Journals,  I  am  not  aware 
that  it  has  ever  been  quoted  by  one  of  the  so-called  upper  grade. 
Mr.  Hodson's  Jacksonian  Prize  Essay,  1815,  is  still  the  authority  of 
our  hospital  magnates ;  and  his  table  of  63  cases  of  aneurism  is  their 
statistical  guide.  Mr.  Hodson  belongs  to  a  certain  clique,  and  has  not 
fallen  into  the  fatal  error  of  placing  the  medical  and  surgical  aneur- 
isms in  the  same  category.  In  this  country  the  heart  and  aorta,  the 
very  fountains  and  mainsprings  of  life,  do  not  concern  the  surgeon  • 
he  must  call  to  his  assistance  the  physician  to  investigate  their 
diseases. 

"  Far  be  it  from  me  to  undervalue  the  merit  of  Mr.  Hodson's 
Treatise ;  but  it  must  be  apparent  to  all  that  a  work  written  thirty- 
five  years  ago,  when  the  author  was  a  very  young  surgeon,  must 
contain  numerous  errors — errors  which  Mr.  Hodson's  subsequent 
experience  has  enabled  him  to  correct.  The  reader  must  not  suppose 
that  I  am  blind  to  the  imperfections  of  my  own  book  ;  and  it  is  not 
unlikely,  in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  that  I  may  obtain  positive 
evidence  of  the  incorrectness  of  some  of  my  conclusions. 

"  In  this  country  a  man  must  generally  be  attached  (by  purchase) 
to  an  hospital,  before  his  works  can  obtain  celebrity ;  and  in  surgical 
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treatises  such  a  position  is  almost  essential  to  their  extensive  circula- 
tion. Although  I  can  boast  of  no  such  appointment,  I  conceive  in 
these  enquiries  that  I  have  one  great  advantage  over  those  who  are 
so  elevated.  I  have  been  able  to  collect  information  from  all  sources; 
to  see  and  judge  for  myself  by  visiting  the  hospitals,  schools,  and  mu- 
seums of  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Paris.  I  have  not  been 
crippled  by  the  etiquette  that  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  preclude  one 
hospital  physician,  or  surgeon,  from  speaking  of  the  practice  of  ano- 
ther ;  and  I  need  scarcely  remind  the  reader  that  the  experience  of 
one  man  on  most  subjects  connected  with  the  diseases  and  injuries  of 
the  arteries  is  as  the  drop  of  water  to  the  ocean — it  adds  to  its  bulk ; 
but  the  increase  is  imperceptible.  My  object  has  been  to  collect  these 
scattered  drops,  and,  by  adding  them  together,  to  form  such  a  foun- 
tain of  knowledge  as  may  benefit  medical  science.  If  the  hospitals 
of  London  were  properly  regulated,  all  the  medical  and  surgical 
officers  would  be  compelled  to  publish  a  statistical  account  of  their 
cases ;  but,  up  to  the  present  time,  there  is  scarcely  one  of  these  in- 
stitutions that  can  furnish  the  inquirer  with  statistical  information, 
worth  quoting,  upon  any  single  disease. 

"  I  now  proceed  to  make  such  pi-actical  additions  to  the  Essay  as 
subsequent  reading  and  experience  will  warrant.  I  shall  avoid  as 
much  as  possible  all  theoretical  and  speculative  points,  and  endeavor, 
as  heretofore,  to  substantiate  my  opinions  by  numerical  data.  For  the 
sake  of  brevity  the  statistical  information  will  not  be  continued  in  the 
tabular  form.  I  shall  also  endeavor  to  enlarge  more  particularly  upon 
those  lesions  which  are  generally  considered  to  come  under  the  de- 
partment of  the  physician ;  and,  if  my  health  and  strength  should  be 
spared,  I  hope  to  complete  the  subject  in  a  few  years,  by  adding  to  it 
a  treatise  on  diseases  of  the  heart." 

On  Tracheotomy  in  Apoplexy  and  Epilepsy. 

Laryngismus  is  the  event  which  separates  the  graver  from  the 
milder  forms  of  apoplexy  and  of  epilepsy,  assuming  in  the  former  the 
paralytic,  in  the  latter  the  spasmodic  form. 

It  is  to  avert  the  effects  of  this  laryngismus  that  I  propose  to  in- 
stitute tracheotomy.  This  is  my  object,  and  has  been  so  from  the 
beginning.  I  have  never  had  the  idea  of  proposing  empirically  a  re- 
medy for  the  name  of  a  disease,  be  it  apoplexy  or  epilepsy.  In  order 
that  my  view  may  be  carried  out  fairly,  the  following  facts  must  be 
first  established : 

1.  The  case  must  still  be  inorganic ;  there  must  be  a  well  founded 
hope  of  doing  good. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


453 


2.  There  must  be  the  dignus  vindice  nodus  ;  there  must  be  suffi- 
cient reason  for  adopting  the  measure;  there  must  be  danger  to  life, 
mind,  or  limb. 

3.  This  danger  must  depend  on  laryngismus ;  that  is,  on  paralytic 
laryngeal  dyspnoea  or  stertor,  in  the  apopletic  or  comatose  cases,  and 
on  spasmodic  laryngeal  dyspnoea  in  the  epileptic. 

In  regard  to  all  these  circumstances,  a  just  and  sufficient  diagnosis 
must  be  established,  as  in  all  other  cases  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
Without  such  diagnosis  the  remedy  would  be,  must  be,  employed  in 
vain,  as  it  would  assuredly  be  instituted  without  sufficient  reason. 

Every  event  convinces  me  that,  if  these  just  precautions  be  effectu- 
ally adopted,  the  success  of  the  remedy  will  prove  infallible  ;  and  that 
the  cases  are  numerous  in  which  life  and  intellect  will  be  saved. 

If  the  remedy  prove  ineffectual,  it  will  be  because  the  diagnosis  has 
been  inadequate.  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

London  Lancet.  Marshall  Hall. 

Dr.  Parish's  Editorial  in  the  New  Jersey  Reporter. 

THE  LATE  MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

In  the  last  number  of  our  Journal,  will  be  found  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  held  at  New- York;  and  in  taking  the  pen  to  notice 
its  action  in  certain  matters,  we  confess  ourself  not  a  little  disappoint- 
ed at  its  results.  We  shall  try  to  write,  however,  without  prejudice. 
As  year  has  been  added  to  year  in  the  history  of  medicine,  the  truth 
has  become  more  and  more  prominent,  that  charlatanry,  in  its  various 
forms,  has  grown  to  be  a  monster  evil,  desecrating  the  profession  with 
its  contact  vile,  and  sweeping  over  the  land,  with  its  threatening  arm 
outstretched,  to  corrupt  the  public  mind,  and  woo  the  credulous  and 
ignorant  into  confidant  companionship  with  itself.  And  as  this  storm 
was  raging  through  the  great  Empire  State,  her  faithful  sons,  with  a 
true  and  noble  devotion  to  the  interest  of  medicine,  met  and  resolved 
to  stay  its  progress;  and  this  effort  extending  from  North  to  South, 
and  from  East  to  West,  the  talent  and  energy  of  the  great  American 
phalanx  of  physicians,  all  over  our  broad  land,  has  been  collected, 
and  exhibited,  in  the  various  meetings  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, till  making  a  wide  circuit  through  this  continent,  it  meets 
again  at  the  point  of  its  departure,  completing  a  circle  in  which  is 
comprehended  the  entire  nation.  But  alas!  alas!  after  all  this  toil, 
and  expense,  and  travel,  it  is  evident  that  these  efforts  have  so  far  been 
vain,  and  that  at  this  very  day  empiricism  runs  its  wild  course,  with 
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less  restraint  than  ever.  Now,  it  is  of  interest  to  enquire  what  was 
the  starting  point  in  the  policy  of  this  Association.  All  will  admit, 
that  it  was  to  elevate  the  standard  of  morals,  and  learning  in  the  pro- 
fession— and,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  the  first  remedy  proposed,  was 
to  separate  the  teaching,  from  the  licensing  power.  The  great  fact 
was  elicited,  as  the  cause  of  the  difficulty,  that  as  it  was  to  the  pecu- 
niary advantage  of  professors  to  secure  a  large  attendance  of  students 
at  their  lectures,  and  then  as  it  added  greatly  to  their  reputation  to 
graduate,  as  many  as  they  possibly  could,  so,  if  the  power  of  confer- 
ring degrees  was  relinquished  by  them,  it  would  argue,  (should  any 
considerable  number  of  their  candidates  fail  to  pass  an  unprejudiced 
and  critical  examination,)  that  either  the  teachers  had  not  done  their 
duty,  or  that  the  pupils  were  dificient  in  ability,  or  industry,  to  ob- 
tain a  diploma. 

Now,  their  can  be  no  doubt,  that  professors  as  a  body,  do  then- 
duty  in  the  matter  of  teaching — and  that  they  teach  not  only  medical 
students,  but  by  their  researches  and  experience,  are'eonstantly  devel- 
oping new  discoveries,  for  which  they  deserve  the  gratitude  of  all  the 
world  of  science;  but  yet  how  strange,  that  men  with  such  opportu- 
nities for  usefulness,  and  possessing  such  means  of  research,  by  which 
they  may  spread  their  fame,  will  cling  to  the  little  remnant  of  glory 
that  hangs  about  the  College  catalogue.  It  is  well  known  that  no 
decided  action  has  been  had  upon  this  subject  by  the  Association ;  no 
effort  to  vest  the  licensing  power  with  disinterested  examiners  has 
been  successful ;  no  allegiance  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  schools, 
(we  believe  with  two  honorable  exceptions,)  to  the  expression  of  the 
will  of  the  whole  profession  on  the  subject  of  lecture  terms,  &c.  on 
the  other  hand,  lecture  terms  are  not  lengthened,  diplomas  are  cheap- 
ened, the  standard  is  lowered ;  and  then,  after  all,  when  the  great  re- 
formatory movements  rolls  around  again  to  its  starting  place,  the 
whole  question  is  settled,  by  issuing  the  two  following  recommenda- 
tions :  First  to  require  of  every  graduate  or  licentiate,  his  signature 
to  the  code  of  Ethics  of  this  Association,  and  to  furnish  him  with  a 
copy  of  the  same ;"  and  secondly,  "  that  the  formal  administration  of  a 
pledge  faithfully  to  observe,  and  keep  the  said  code,  form  part  of  the 
public  exercises  of  Medical  Commencements."  We  hope  to  see  good 
come  of  these  recommendations,  but  our  faith  is  weak. 

As  to  the  question  of  delegation,  it  has  taken  a  comfortable  go-by, 
and  rests  in  quiet  obscurity,  at  least  for  another  year.  Two  able  re- 
ports last  year  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Censors,  who  pro- 
duced an  entire  methamorphosis  at  the  same  session — and  this,  being 
laid  over  by  rule  till  the  New-York  meeting,  was  there  silently  buried 
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without  so  much  as  the  sound  of  a  funeral  dirge  over  its  remains. 
The  idea  of  which  the  Association  was  originally  the  embodiment, 
seems  now  to  be  completely  lost.  It  has  turned  upon  itself,  and  poi. 
soned  its  own  life — though  not  without  the  hope  of  restoration  per- 
haps— for  it  appears  that  just  at  the  last,  Dr.  Bolton,  of  Virginia, 
gave  notice  that  "  he  would  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
submitted  to  this  Association  by  the  meeting  at  Richmond  last  yearl 
and  which  have  been  indefinitely  postponed,  for  adoption  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  at  St.  Louis."  The  evident  impotency  of  the  Associa- 
tion, in  these  matters  of  reform,  is  to  be  lamented.  But  why  is  its 
arm  so  powerless  1  The  defect  must  be  in  individual  delinquency. 
If  the  members  of  a  body  are  sound  and  true,  the  body  itself  will  be 
sound  and  true.  But  in  the  whirl  of  strife  between  man  and  man 
for  money,  and  for  renown,  the  true  is  often  lost  in  the  false;  the  high 
moral  bearing  that  has  ever  distinguished  our  profession,  and  made  it 
honorable,  sinks  to  the  level  of  low  competition,  and  physicians  are 
found  as  other  men,  loaded  with  the  clogs  of  selfishness.  Thus  burden- 
ed in  our  private  relations,  we  strive  with  one  another.  School  is 
arrayed  against  school;  the  interest  of  one,  is  confessed  to  be  the  dis- 
advantage of  its  rival;  no  common  tie  is  acknowledged;  no  common 
end  is  sought.  This  spirit  being  the  direct  opposite  of  that  which 
originally  claimed  for  our  profession  a  high  distinction  among  men 
for  its  disinterested  benevolence,  unless  checked  in  its  development, 
must,  of  necessity,  reduce  the  most  ennobling  of  all  human  employ- 
ments, to  the  low  standard  of  a  common  trade.  We  fear  that  such 
is  the  tendency  of  the  present  condition  of  the  medical  profession  in 
this  country.  We  would  not,  however,  inculcate  the  idea,  that  there 
is  no  redeeming  agency  at  work.  There  are  those,  who  in  the  retired 
walks  of  private  professional  life,  are  gaining  for  themselves,  and  their 
high  calling,  the  well-deserved  meed  of  public  confidence  and  esteem  ; 
there  are  those  Colleges,  in  which  is  maintained  at  comparatively  pure 
curriculum ;  and  those  Associations  that  are  based  upon  sound  prin- 
ciples— these  are  the  conservators,  of  professional  purity,  and  just  in 
so  far  as  they  are,  or  may  be,  enabled  to  infuse  their  spirit  into  the 
mass,  will  the  title  of  M.  D.  be  restored  to  its  wonted  dignity. 

The  amendments  renewed  by  Dr.  Bolton  contemplate  a  thorough 
change  in  the  organization  of  the  Association.  The  schools,  however, 
have  mostly  opposed  them ;  they  will  continue  to  press  their  opposi- 
tion ;  and  if  they  continue  to  be  successful,  upon  them  will  rest  the 
responsibility  of  having  laid  waste  their  fair  reputation  of  an  exalted 
profession,  by  their  puerile  strife  for  vain  honors.  Should  the  prin- 
ciple of  delegation  be  established  upon  the  right  foundation,  the  other 
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reform  will  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course;  teaching  and  licensing  will 
be  separated  for  obviously  wise  reasons — wise  alike  for  professors, 
pupils  and  people. 

A  few  questions  in  conclusion.  By  separating  the  teaching  and  licens- 
ing powers,  would  not  the  reputation  of  professors  rest  upon  a  surer 
basis,  and  be  more  enduring  than  ever  ?  Would  not  schools  be  re- 
presented, in  community,  by  men  worthy  of  confidence  and  support, 
whose  probity  and  skill  would  reflect  credit  upon  the  learned  profes- 
sors under  whose  teachings  they  have  sat  ?  Are  not  skillful  men  a 
better  security  than  long  catalogues  1  The  herd  of  empirics,  who  at 
the  present  time  infest  society,  boast  that  they  are  graduates  of  this, 
and  that  school,  and  the  names  of  professors  attached  to  their  diplo- 
mas, are  blazoned  forth  as  their  patrons  and  friends.  To  those  who 
know,  this  passes  for  nothing ;  but  in  the  eyes  of  the  ignorant,  it  is 
recieved  as  the  highest  authority,  and  these  schools  are  reckoned  as 
abettors  of  quackery ;  with  what  degree  of  justice  we  will  not  say. 

We  have  now  in  our  mind,  one  of  this  class  of  babblers,  who  has 
suspended  in  his  house,  open  to  the  view  of  his  patients,  two  diplomas, 
hanging  side  by  side ;  one  from  what  is  called  a  regular  school,  and 
the  other  from  a  homeoepathic  college,  in  which  latter,  no  doubt,  the 
moral  sense  of  the  graduate  has  been  so  far  sublimated,  and  triturated, 
and  passed  through  the  various  dilutions,  as  to  become  a  mere  infini- 
tesimal speck,  scarcely  to  be  pereieved  by  the  keenest  glance  of  the 
most  transcendental  vision.  Now  is  the  reputation  of  these  profes- 
sorial brethren  safer  in  the  hands  of  such  a  man,  or  is  the  advertise- 
ment of  their  schools  as  valid  and  reputable,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, as  it  would  be  with  the  diploma  hidden  in  its  case,  but  with  the 
man  honest  and  true  to  the  profession,  and  to  himself?  We  are  led 
to  make  these  observations,  because  we  believe  that  no  pledge  has  the 
power  to  restrain  such  individuals ;  no  revocation  of  a  diploma  will 
cut  them  off,  unless  the  law  of  the  land  forbids  their  practice  ;  and 
this  cannot  be  hoped  for.  The  only  security  is,  in  a  well-grounded 
medical  education,  established  upon  a  substantial  moral  character. 
And  where  is  the  man,  unless  he  is  an  unrestrained  enthusiast,  a  fa- 
natic, or  a  lunatic,  who  has  ever  been  ground  into  the  profession,  and 
had  its  principles  infused  through  himself,  that  has  left  its  platform, 
and  followed  after  the  airy  phantoms  with  which  the  present  age  is 
rife  1  We  shall  probably  allude  to  these  matters  again,  but  throw 
out  the  above  suggestions  now,  to  elicit  thought  and  inquiry. 
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New- York  Medical  Gazette  vs.  Apothecaries. 

We  extract  the  following  from  the  July  number  of  the  New-York 
Medical  Gazette  : 

"  Mistakes  of  Apothecaries. — The  fatal  blunders  by  apotheca- 
ries or  their  clerks  are  becoming  so  numerous,  that  a  due  regard  to 
the  safety  of  human  life  imperatively  demands  the  enactment  of  some 
stringent  measures,  by  law,  for  the  protection  of  the  public.  The 
College  of  Pharmacy  appears  to  be  powerless,  as  it  certainly  is  use- 
less, as  a  remedy  of  the  evil.  Unless  something  is  speedily  done,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  physicians  to  return  to  their  former  practice,  now 
nearly  obsolete,  of  supplying  their  patients  with  medicines,  instead  of 
allowing  them  to  depend  upon  the  casual  apothecaries  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, in  many  of  which  neither  master  nor  man  have  any  qualifi- 
cation for  their  business,  and  are  as  liable  to  give  morphine  instead 
of  quinine,  or  as  in  a  recent  fatal  instance,  lavdanum  for  paregoric  !  a 
mistake  which  admits  of  no  palliation,  and  should  subject  the  offender 
to  exile  from  the  ti'ade  forever. 

"  There  are  a  few  educated,  discreet,  and  careful  apothecaries  in 
the  city,  who  neither  themselves,  nor  by  their  clerks,  presume  to  act 
the  doctor,  by  changing  or  criticising  the  prescriptions  sent  to  them, 
or  expressing  their  sage  opinions  of  the  dose.  Such  and  such  only 
should  be  patronized  by  the  profession  or  the  public.  We  know  of 
many  shops,  the  impertinence  of  whose  proprietors  in  this  regard, 
will  account  for  their  being  shunned  by  medical  men,  and  avoided  by 
their  patients,  the  only  redress  which  is  available.  It  is  full  time  that 
physicians  and  apothecaries  should  understand  their  relations  to  each 
other  better,  or  change  them  for  the  safety  of  their  patients." 

We  have  read  the  above  article  with  regret — not  but  that  it  may 
contain  much  truth,  and  that  many  of  those  who  practice  pharmacy 
in  our  sister  city  may  be  unqualified  for  their  duty — a  fact  which  ap- 
plies unfortunately  not  only  to  New- York,  but  to  this  city  and  the 
whole  country,  and  equally  to  the  medical  profession  as  to  the  phar- 
maceutical. It  is  to  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  writer  that  we  ob- 
ject. He  speaks  as  though  medical  men  were  exempt  from  liability 
to  accidents,  or  were  generally  so  well  educated  as  to  rarely  make 
mistakes.  Without  forgetting  that  "  two  wrongs  do7i,t  make  a  right," 
we  may  state  that  in  an  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years  in  the 
practice  of  extemporaneous  pharmacy,  serving  a  large  range  of  prac- 
titioners, it  has  fallen  to  our  lot  to  detect  hundreds  of  errors  in  the 
prescriptions  of  all  grades  of  physicians,  made  by  the  different  causes 
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of  inadvertence,  forgetfulness,  ignorance  and  carelessness,  and  with  a 
few  rare  exceptions  our  medical  friends  have  acknowledged  it  as  a 
kindness.  We  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  apothecary  to  invariably 
exercise  his  judgment  in  regard  to  the  prescriptions  brought  to  him  ; 
not  whether  the  dose  is  proper  for  the  disease,  or  even  to  make  any 
inquiry  about  the  case,  but  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  substances  pre- 
scribed are  such  as  the  doctor  intended,  and  the  dose  not  a  poisonous 
one  ;  that  he  may  in  this  way  detect  errors  and  save  the  patient,  as 
well  as  the  reputation  of  the  physician.  He  should  not  excite  suspi- 
cion in  the  messenger  that  something  is  wrong,  or  interfere  in  any 
way  hurtful  to  the  physician,  but  quietly  to  refer  the  prescription  to 
him  for  his  revision,  whilst  the  messenger  is  desired  to  return  and 
the  medicine  will  be  sent  when  ready.  In  Germany,  the  best  regula- 
ted country  as  regards  pharmacy,  it  is  the  apothecary's  duty  to  thus 
refer  the  prescription,  and  then  if  it  is  re-ordered  to  be  put  up,  he  is 
exonerated  from  all  blame. 

As  regards  the  last  sentence  of  the  writer,  it  may  be  well  to  say, 
that  the  practice  of  pharmacy  by  medical  men  in  cities  where  quali- 
fied apothecaries  exist,  is  a  fruitful  source  of  the  very  difficulty  he 
complains  of.  In  this  city  there  are  about  forty  of  such  stores,  some 
of  which  are  left  in  the  hands  of  boys  and  ill-qualified  assistants  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  their  proprietors  on  medical  duty.  Besides,  from 
motives  of  competition,  the  proprietors  of  neighboring  stores,  who  do 
not  take  a  stand  against  indiscriminate  counter-practice,  are  induced 
to  doctor  their  customers  gratis  to  get  custom.  If  the  unrecorded 
annals  of  the  physician's  office  in  times  long  past,  when  the  practical 
duties  fell  chiefly  to  the  office  student,  could  be  explored,  some  curious 
and  tragical  details  would  be  brought  to  light ;  and  in  the  absence  of 
the  check  arising  from  the  distinct  functions  of  two  professions,  it  is 
altogether  probable  that  not  a  few  fatal  results  of  carelessness  or  igno- 
rance have  quietly  passed  to  the  account  of  the  virulence  of  disease, 
uncommented  and  unknown.  Country  practitioners  will  probably 
always  have  to  continue  the  troublesome  practice  of  supplying  their 
patients  with  medicines — circumstances  render  it  necessary — but  it 
is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  in  cities  and  towns  a  broad  line  of  de- 
marcation should  be  drawn  between  pharmacy  and  medicine  as  one 
of  the  best  means  of  raising  the  standing  of  the  practitioners  of  both. 

American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

On  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 

At  a  future  day  the  reader  of  the  history  of  this  country  during 
the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  will  be  attracted  by  the  descrip- 
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tions  of  the  alarming  prevalence  of  both  criminal  and  accidental  poison- 
ing which  those  annals  will  contain  ;  and  will  learn  with  astonishment 
that  at  this  period,  death  from  poisoning  was  in  a  great  measure  due  * 
to  the  criminal  negligence  of  the  State.  Such  a  reader  would  discover 
that  in  one  commonwealth  alone — Ohio — a  stringent  act  regulating 
the  sale  of  poisons  existed,  and  that  there  its  provisions  were  totally 
disregarded ;  he  would  learn  that  everywhere  the  most  deleterious 
agents  were  allowed  to  be  openly  and  freely  sold  to  the  public ;  that 
confectioners  were  allowed  to  use  these  same  agents  in  coloring  bon- 
bons and  candy ;  that  mechanics  were  permitted  to  employ  lead  and 
copper  in  the  construction  of  cooking  utensils,  and  pipes  designed  for 
the  conveyance  of  liquids  capable  of  chemically  acting  on  those  metals; 
that  no  precautions  were  enforced  in  manufactories  in  which  the  oper- 
atives were  exposed  to  the  poisonous  effects  of  mercury,  lead  and 
phosphorus  ;  that  no  restraints  were  imposed  upon  the  venders  of 
quack  medicines — medicines  which  had  been  known  to  have  caused 
the  deaths  of  numberless  victims  ;  that  the  office  of  coroner  was  usually 
held  by  persons  totally  unqualified  to  appreciate  toxicological  evid- 
ence, and  that  inquests  were  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  screen 
the  criminal  from  justice,  and  encourage  the  crime  of  poisoning. 

If  such  a  reader  examine  the  materials  from  which  the  historian 
compiles  his  narrative,  he  will  learn  the  character  of  those  who  dis- 
pensed drugs  and  poisons  to  the  public,  and  will  read  with  amazement 
that  druggists  entered  upon  their  responsible  duties  without  any  ex- 
amination or  license  whatever ;  occasionally  his  eye  will  alight  upon 
some  legal  examination  like  the  following,  which  we  extract  from  a 
recent  New-York  paper : 

A  woman,  it  appears,  had  been  poisoned  by  an  over  dose  of  the 
oil  of  tansy  (purchased,  of  course,  to  procure  an  abortion ;  but  we  pass 
that  over.)  The  testimony  of  the  clerk  who  sold  the  medicine  was, 
in  part,  as  follows : 

"  I  do  not  know  what  the  properties  of  the  oil  of  tansy  are  ;  have 
not  studied  chemistry,  nor  taken  any  instructions  in  materia  medica  ; 
studied  a  Latin  grammar  for  about  six  months,  when  I  was  twelve 
years  of  age ;  never  pursued  the  classics  further  than  the  grammar  ; 
I  told  the  deceased  when  I  gave  her  the  oil  of  tansy  that  it  was  a  poi- 
son ;  did  not  write  the  word  'poison'  on  the  label  of  the  phial ;  Mr. 
Farrington  never  gave  me  any  instructions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  I 
was  to  sell  the  oil  of  tansy  ;  I  do  not  know  the  Latin  term  for  tansy; 
I  think  half  an  ounce  of  the  oil  of  tansy  would  kill  a  man  in  good 
health;  I  cannot  say  if  two  drachms  would  have  the  same  effect;  I 
did  not  ask  the  deceased  for  what  purpose  she  purchased  the  oil ;  I 
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cannot  say  that  I  ever  write  the  word  '  poison '  on  the  labels  of  bottles 
containing  essential  oils  when  I  sell  those  oils ;  I  sometimes  advise 
persons  who  are  sick  what  medicines  they  should  take.  Mr.  F.  is 
daily  in  the  habit  of  giving  such  advice  to  persons  who  come  to  the 
store ;  I  cannot  tell  whether  essential  oils  acquire  strength  by  age ;  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  oil  I  sold  to  deceased  was  new  or  old  oil." 

In  another  page  of  the  newspaper  our  student,  passing  over  the 
leprous  announcements  of  the  "  secret  disorder  "  Doctors,  would  find 
the  account  of  a  death  from  "  Watts'  Nervous  Antidote,"  or  "  Geod- 
frey's  Cordial,"  side  by  side  with  the  unblushing  advertisements  of 
these  same  specifics,  with  half  a  dozen  clergymen's  recommendations, 
a  certificate  by  Betty  the  housemaid,  sworn  to  before  a  magistrate, 
and  a  testimonial  by  a  physician ;  or  perhaps  the  catastrophe  would 
be  headed  "  Poisoning  by  Lobelia,"  or  have  occurred  at  a  hydropathic 
establishment. 

We  can  fancy  the  reader  lingering  over  the  recital  of  suicidal  and 
murderous  acts  which  will  appear  incredible,  and  complacently  pro- 
nouncing upon  the  fully  and  ignorance  of  an  age  in  which  the  actors  in 
such  atrocious  crimes  could  obtain  immunity  and  success. 

The  legislator  of  our  free  and  enlightened  land  when  told  of  these 
things,  replies  that  it  is  none  of  his  business ;  he  says  to  the  ghosts  of 
the  victims,  on  the  "  principle  "  of  the  worthy  thane  of  Cawdor  : 

"  Thou  can'st  not  say  that  I  did  it ;  never  shake 
"  Thy  goiy  locks  at  me." 

What  will  these  reformers  ask  next,  he  continues;  have  we  not 
passed  a  law  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  foreign  adulterated  drugs, 
and  allowing  our  native  apothecaries  to  put  the  entire  profit  resulting 
from  these  fraudulent  admixtures  in  their  own  pockets  ]  Are  we  to 
be  ceaselessly  legislating  on  the  subject?  If  people  will  poison  them- 
selves are  we  to  be  made  answerable  for  it  % 

But,  my  dear  sir,  it  is  your  business.  You  are  bound  to  protect 
the  lives  and  health  of  your  constituents  as  well  as  their  purses.  You 
are  not  to  allow  railroad  companies  to  dash  their  brains  out,  or  to  let 
them  perish  from  the  accumulation  of  filth  and  noisome  exhalations  in 
their  streets,  or  to  permit  ignorant  druggists  to  sell  them  poison,  or 
criminals  and  unprincipled  quacks  to  administer  it  to  them.  And 
since,  in  spite  of  all  the  barriers  which  wise  legislation  can  interpose, 
these  crimes  will  still  occasionally  occur,  you  are  to  appoint  men 
of  probity  and  sagacity,  educated  coroners,  in  fact,  who  can  detect 
their  perpetrators  and  deliver  them  over  for  punishment. 

We  know  that  it  would  be  hard  for  our  legislator  to  hear  himself 
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denounced  by  demagogues  as  infringing  on  personal  liberty,  because  he 
might  wish  to  require  apothecaries  to  undergo  an  examination  and 
take  out  a  license,  or  as  squandering  the  public  money,  because  he 
deemed  it  wise  to  appoint  inspectors  to  determine  whether  the  drugs 
the  apothecary  sold,  as  well  as  those  he  bought,  were  pure  and  were 
dispensed  with  proper  caution.  It  would  be  almost  cruel  to  ask  him 
to  face  the  merchants,  farmers,  and  mechanics,  his  constituents,  and 
tell  them  that  he  has  voted  funds  for  the  support  of  a  board  of  health, 
and  a  system  of  registration,  and  a  hospital  for  the  sick,  and  a  college 
for  the  proper  education  of  a  class  of  persons  competent  to  attend 
upon  the  sick,  who  are  to  be  distinguished  from  the  mass  of  society, 
and  placed  on  a  different  footing  from  the  illiterate  quack,  and  pro- 
tected in  the  lawful  exercise  of  their  calling.  The  poor  legislator  must 
calculate  difficulties  and  drawbacks  as  well  as  reforms  and  advances ; 
he  must  often  confess  "video  bona  proboque,  deteriora  sequor ;"  he 
must  submit,  and  truckle  to  prejudice,  and  compromise ;  he  must 
march  at  the  world's  pace  towards  reform — very,  very  slowly. 

But  if  these  hindrances  beset  the  legislator,  it  is  not  so  with  medi- 
cal men.  It  is  their  duty  constantly  to  proclaim  and  seek  what  is  just 
and  necessary  for  the  physical  welfare  of  society  ;  to  be  vigilant  in 
detecting  and  condemning  whatever  is  opposed  to  this.  Let  them 
therefore  urge,  strongly  and  with  unanimity,  those  measures  of  public 
hygiene  and  of  medical  police  which  the  public  security  demands,  and 
if  these  recommendations  are  slighted,  as  is  not  unlikely,  they  will  at 
least  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  discharged  their  duty. 

Virginia  M.  &  S.  Journal. 


Erratum. 

In  the  communication  of  Dr.  Johnson  in  our  last  number,  on  page 
386,  about  the  middle  of  the  page,  for  "  life  however,"  it  should  read 
thus,  "  the  life  power  soon  burns  out,  and  the  patient  sinks."  The 
correction  is  important  only  because  comments  on  this  passage  are 
made  in  this  number  by  Dr.  Hussey,  though  the  correction  does  not 
change  the  issue. 

"  Plain  Truth  " 

Occupies  the  few  first  pages  of  this  number  with  an  article  defining 
his  position  on  the  alcoholic  question,  to  which  we  invite  the  attention 
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of  our  readers.  They  will  concur  with  us  that  he  understands  the 
whole  subject. 

Conservatism  in  Surgery. 

No  department  of  our  profession  attracts  so  much  eclat  from  the 
populace,  nor  awakens  the  ambition  of  the  medical  tyro  to  such  an 
extent,  as  do  the  operations  of  surgery.  By  the  former  they  are  looked 
upon  as  evidences  of  bravery,  daring,  and  skill,  just  in  proportion  to 
their  desperate  character,  and  without  the  least  reference  to  their 
necessity  or  propriety,  or  even  to  their  fatal  results.  The  more  bloody, 
and  even  the  more  uniformly  fatal,  the  higher  is  the  huzza  of  the  ig- 
norant and  vulgar  multitude  for  the  surgeon,  so  called,  who  figures  in 
these  "  deeds  of  blood."  Hence,  students  and  junior  practitioners,  will 
often  run  miles  to  witness  a  capital  operation,  and  ransack  neighbor- 
hoods and  cities  to  find  patients  whose  surgical  diseases  will  furnish 
them  opportunities  to  cut,  or  to  witness  cutting,  performed  by  others. 
And  they  too  become  partakers  in  the  popular  idolatry  of  the  mere 
operators,  whose  frenzy  for  the  use  of  scalpel  and  saw,  mallet  and 
chisel,  and  even  the  red  hot  iron,  upon  the  living  bodies  of  their  vic- 
tims, becomes  a  passion,  which  too  often  degrades  surgery  into  human 
butchery.  And  the  ambition  to  learn  surgery  upon  the  living  body, 
instead  of  the  dead  subject,  and  thus  share  the  ephemeral  reputation 
of  being  called  surgeons,  too  often  seduces  students  from  the  diligent 
cultivation  of  the  science  of  surgery,  which  includes  the  whole  of  medi- 
cine among  its  principles,  into  the  degrading  pursuit  of  the  mere  art, 
which  requires  little  study,  and  promises  distinction  among  the  ignor- 
ant multitude,  though  at  the  expense  of  self-respect  and  all  professional 
character  worthy  of  possession. 

These  preliminary  observations  will  prepare  the  reader  for  our 
plea  in  behalf  of  conservative  surgery,  which  would  be  uncalled  for, 
but  that  we  are  in  danger,  in  this  country  especially,  of  banishing 
from  our  schools  the  principles  of  surgery,  which  alone  constitute  the 
science,  by  the  subordinate  and  inferior  place  assigned  them  by  both 
teachers  and  authors,  as  though  they  were  merely  secondary  to  the 
operative  department  instead  of  being  primary,  paramount,  and  funda- 
mental. The  only  surgical  books  which  are  sought  after,  are  those 
abounding  in  plates,  drawings,  engravings,  and  wood  cuts,  plain  or 
colored,  illustrating  the  operations  of  surgery,  as  though  the  office  of 
the  surgeon  was  not  to  cure,  but  to  cut!  While  our  brethren  in 
Europe,  our  worthy  exemplars,  are  ever  rebuking  us  by  sending  forth 
their  teachings  in  form  and  in  fact,  in  a  reverse  order,  by  giving  pro- 
minence and  pre-eminence  to  the  Principles  of  Surgery  in  a  distinct 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


463 


and  larger  volume,  than  that  devoted  to  the  Practice,  or  mere  opera- 
tions of  surgery. 

The  result  of  our  training  in  the  medical  schools  of  America,  may 
be  practically  seen  in  the  comparative  frequency  and  fatality  of  capi- 
tal operations  in  our  Hospitals,  especially  in  New- York  ;  and  this  fact, 
proved  as  it  has  been  by  the  published  statistics,  has  more  than  any 
other  dimmed  the  reputation  and  retarded  the  success  of  Medical 
Education  in  this  city,  which  else  might  long  since  have  secured  that 
proud  position,  which,  with  superior  advantages,  has  nevertheless  been 
yielded  to  others,  where  science  is  exalted  above  art,  alike  in  teaching 
and  practice. 

But  to  be  more  explicit,  we  may  illustrate  our  meaning  by  citing 
examples  in  proof,  that  mere  operators,  cutters,  are  now  called  sur- 
geons, while  they  habitually  betray  either  utter  ignorance  of  the 
Principles  of  the  art  of  surgery,  or  the  most  wanton  recklessness  of  all 
surgical  rules,  and  thus  bring  both  the  science  and  art  into  merited 
disrepute  by  their  cruel  mangling  and  the  frightful  mortality  which 
results.  To  this  cause,  more  than  any  other,  is  to  be  ascribed  the 
general  defection  towards  our  professi'on  among  intelligent  and  en- 
lighted  men,  which  is  so  often  deplored.  And  hence  it  is  that  we  so 
often  hear  of  the  Lay-Governors  of  our  Hospitals,  after  witnessing 
such  surgery  upon  their  inmates,  becoming  themselves  and  their 
families  the  patients  of  some  one  or  other  of  the  tribes  of  irregulars, 
of  which  there  are  many  significant  examples,  whenever  they  require 
either  medical  or  surgical  treatment.  A  humiliating  concession,  but 
the  truth  demands  it. 

The  following  surgical  rules  are  deduced  from  the  principles  of 
the  science,  as  held  and  taught  by  every  standard  authority,  and  are 
habitually  violated  in  certain  hospitals,  and  sometimes  in  private 
practice,  by  men  ambitious  to  be  mere  operators,  viz.  : 

1st.  No  operation  by  possibility  endangering  life,  is  ever  to  be 
performed  for  the  removal  of  a  mere  deformity  or  inconvenience. 

2d.  Amputation  of  a  limb,  except  when  necessary  for  the  preserv- 
ation of  life,  is  unjustifiable  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon,  even  though 
the  patient  may  presumptuously  be  willing  to  incur  the  risk.  And 
so  of  any  other  hazardous  operation. 

3d.  No  dangerous  or  capital  operation  should  ever  be  undertaken 
when  there  is  a  reasonable  doubt  whether  the  patient  may  not  die  on 
the  table  ;  nor  unless  there  is  a  strong  probability  that  it  will  prolong 
life,  if  he  survive  the  operation  itself. 

4th.  If  the  patient  is  dying  from  an  incurable  malady,  or  consti- 
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tutional  disease,  no  operation  is  justifiable,  lest  it  hasten  the  fatal 
result. 

oth.  If  the  removal  of  a  cancer  or  tumour  will  not  give  rational 
promise  that  the  patient  will  live  longer  with,  than  without  the  opera- 
tion ;  or  if  the  deformity  will  be  greater  after  the  operation  if  suc- 
cessful ;  then  no  operation  is  justifiable. 

Gth.  "Where  there  is  a  probability  that  the  use  of  the  knife  may 
hasten  the  development  of  the  same  disease  in  other  organs  of  the 
body,  as  in  malignant  maladies  of  the  constitution,  to  perform  any 
operation  is  highly  criminal. 

These  and  other  similar  axioms  are  founded  on  the  professional 
and  moral  obligations  of  every  surgeon,  and  are  hence  inculcated 
among  the  principles  of  surgery  by  the  best  and  highest  authorities 
recognized  in  Europe  and  America.  And  yet  we  see  them  every 
day  disregarded  and  practically  condemned  by  men  calling  themselves 
surgeons,  who  disgrace  both  the  science  and  the  art  at  the  expense  of 
human  life,  and  this  too  often  by  "  deeds  of  blood,"  "  enough  to  make 
the  cheek  of  darkness  pale." 

In  a  future  article  we  may  cite  the  surgical  authorities  whence 
these  axioms  derive  their  sanction,  but  for  the  present  it  must  suffice 
to  allude  to  a  few  examples,  to  which  we  could  add  a  multitude, 
occurring  within  our  own  observation,  of  the  unwarrantable  and 
criminal  recklessness  of  human  life  evinced  by  these  mere  operators, 
for  surgeons  they  are  not.  As  principles,  not  men  are  aimed  at,  no 
designation  of  those  concerned  will  be  made. 

1st.  Amputation  of  limbs,  involving  danger  to  life,  and  many  of 
them  fatal,  have  been  performed  for  the  removal  of  mere  inconveni- 
ence and  deformity,  viz. — For  club  foot,  crooked  legs,  deformed  hands, 
and  even  for  limbs  disabled  by  paralysis,  &c.  The  pretext  for  such 
surgery,  and  the  defence  when  it  was  fatal,  was  that  the  patient  took 
the  responsibility  by  consenting. 

2d.  Operations  for  removal  of  ovarian  and  other  tumours,  reduc- 
ible hernia,  &c.  have  been  performed  upon  persons  in  good  health, 
and  who  might  have  lived  to  old  age  if  let  alone,  and  often  with  im- 
mediate fatal  results ;  when  in  some  cases,  it  was  discovered  after 
death,  that  the  patient  was  not  suffering  under  the  disease  for  which 
the  operation  had  been  performed,  a  mistake  having  been  made  in 
diagnosis. 

3d.  Operations  have  been  frequently  performed  with  fatal  result, 
when  the  patients  were  at  the  time  in  articulo  mortis,  from  tubercular 
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consumption,  old  age,  &c.  merely  for  the  sake  of  showing  the  opera- 
tion, and  the  eclat  of  its  performance. 

4th.  Amputations  or  excisions  have  been  performed,  or  attempted 
for  necrosed  bones,  and  sore  legs,  even  when  Syphilis  was  the  cause, 
and  this  when  no  joint  was  involved,  and  when  the  probabilities  of 
cure  by  medical  treatment  was  so  great,  that  but  for  the  morbid 
anxiety  to  cut,  no  operation  would  have  been  thought  of.  Such  oper- 
ations have  been  repeatedly  fatal. 

5th.  Similar  operations  have  been  performed  upon  cancers,  fungus 
hcematodes,  and  other  malignant  diseases,  with  the  result  of  immedi- 
ately aggravating  the  vice  of  the  constitution,  and  hastening  death, — 
even  after  experienced  surgeons  had  predicted  this  result  from  any 
operation. 

(To  be  Continued.) 

Eemarks  on  Leaden  Pipes. 

With  an  Account  of  a  Cheap  Method  of  rendering  Leaden  Pipes 
harmless, 

[We  give  place  to  the  following  letter,  although  dissenting  from 
so  much  of  it  as  ascribes  disease  to  the  lead  detected  in  the  Croton 
water  when  passing  through  leaden  pipes.  It  must  stand  in  leaden 
vessels  long  enough  for  mutual  decomposition,  before  any  deteriora- 
tion of  the  water  can  take  place,  at  the  mean  temperature,  as  every 
chemist  knows.  As  to  the  workers  in  lead,  who  inhale  it  in  vapors 
from  the  salts  of  the  metal,  and  their  diseases,  every  body  understands 
that  subject.  And  as  to  the  weak  brethren  with  female  nerves,  who 
"  drink  pounded  ice  at  the  Carlton,  for  fear  of  the  lead  in  Croton 
water,"  the  protective  plan  suggested  by  our  correspondent  may  serve 
their  turn.    We  publish  it,  that  both  sides  may  have  a  hearing.] 

At  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  Croton  water  a  strong 
effort  was  made  to  direct  public  attention  to  the  employment  of  tinned 
leaden  pipes  as  a  means  for  its  conveyance,  but  the  interests  of  plum- 
bers and  contractors  were  too  great  to  allow  the  genex-al  use  of  other 
than  the  cheapest  materials. 

1.  It  is  admitted  that  lead  is  a  poison  of  a  slow  and  insidious 
nature,  producing  di%eases  the  cause  of  which  is  often  unknown  both 
to  the  physician  and  patient.  The  effects  are  very  apparent  when 
individuals  have  been  steadily  exposed  to  its  influence  as  plumbers, 
painters,  &c, 

2.  Although  taken  in  small  quantities,  it  has  the  power  of  accumu- 
lating in  the  system,  and  of  ultimately  causing  serious  complaints, 
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such  as  habitual  constipation,  palsy,  blindness,  deafness,  colic,  &c, 
just  as  a  few  drops  of  the  tincture  of  foxglove,  when  repeated  as  often 
as  we  take  our  meals,  produces  in  some  constitutions  loss  of  appetite, 
want  of  sleep  and  diminution  of  the  pulse.  A  solution  of  arsenic, 
without  either  taste  or  smell,  may,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
occasion  tenderness  of  the  skin,  dropping  off  of  the  nails  ;  and  accord- 
ing to  the  distinguished  Broussais,  lay  the  foundation  of  some  chronic 
disease.  Minute  quantities  of  iodine  taken  daily  will  sometimes  cause 
falling  out  of  the  hair,  shrivelling  up  of  certain  organs  and  depriva- 
tion of  their  functions.  The  cumulative  power  of  mercury  has  been 
long  established.  Calomel  in  a  dose  of  twenty  grains  acts  as  a  pur- 
gative, whereas  less  than  the  fourth  of  that  quantity  insidiously  intro- 
duced by  divided  doses  may  occasion  salivation.  In  like  manner,  the 
severe  colic,  the  paralytic  affections,  &c.  of  artizans  in  lead  are  not 
usually  produced  at  once ;  the  poison  enters  the  system  by  slow 
degrees,  and  the  individual  is  unconscious  of  danger  until  enough  has 
been  taken  to  produce  the  effects. 

There  is  in  the  constitution  a  sanative  influence  or  effort  to  throw 
off  that  which  is  noxious,  and  this  is  greater  in  some  constitutions 
than  in  others.  We  may  meet  with  healthy  drunkards  at  sixty  or 
seventy,  but  in  most  of  these  that  age  is  not  reached  ;  there  are  some 
who  cannot  be  affected  with  mercury,  yet  there  are  others  whom  a 
single  grain  will  salivate.  If  individuals  of  a  healthy  constitution 
resist  the  effects  of  lead,  all  are  not  alike  exempt. 

3.  The  observations  of  Lambe,  and  the  experiments  of  Christison, 
show  that  lead  is  more  rapidly  corroded  by  pure  than  impure  water. 
If  it  would  be  permitted  to  introduce  into  the  reservoir  a  quantity  of 
chloride  of  iodide  of  sodium,  or  an  alkaline  phosphate,  such  water 
would  not  be  deteriorated  by  passing  through  lead. 

4.  It  is  astonishing  with  what  perversity  plumbers  and  others  will 
affirm  that  lead  is  perfectly  harmless ;  that  coating  it  with  tin  is  a 
failure ;  that  tinned  leaden  pipe  has  been  dug  up  full  of  holes  ;  and 
that  tin  by  being  negatively  electric  with  respect  to  lead,  causes  the 
latter  metal  to  dissolve  more  rapidly.  That  lead  is  not  harmless  is 
an  established  fact.  If  an  imperfectly  tinned  tube  has  been  found  full 
of  holes,  that  proves  nothing,  for  in  the  Leverian  Museum  there  is  a 
piece  of  lead  with  holes  in  it  formed  by  rain  water.  Silver  is  nega- 
tive with  respect  to  copper,  but  copper  completely  covered  with 
silver  is  not  so  likely  to  corrode  as  when  it  is  uncovered.  Gold  is 
among  the  most  negative  of  the  metals,  yet  it  is  used  without  corrod- 
ing the  material  which  it  covers.  Tin  is  negative  to  iron,  but  the 
latter  metal  is  not  corroded  on  that  account,  as  we  may  observe  by  the 
extensive  use  of  tinned  plates. 
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Cheap  Method  of  Rendering  Leaden  Pipes  Harmless. — As 
already  stated,  when  an  Alkaline  Chloride  is  introduced  into  a  leaden 
pipe,  the  inside  of  the  tube  becomes  coated  with  the  chloride  of  lead, 
which  is  insoluble  in  water.  By  turning  off  the  water  from  the  main 
pipe  and  soldering  on  a  stop-cock,  to  which  a  small  pump  is  attached ; 
a  solution  of  common  salt  may  be  pumped  from  the  uppermost  story 
into  every  tube  in  the  house.  In  warm  weather  a  day  or  two  days  at 
most  would  be  sufficient  to  give  the  pipes  an  insoluble  covering. 

W.  C.  W. 

National  Medical  College. 

The  Faculty  of  this  School  make  no  ostentatious  display  of  the  at- 
tractions which  their  location  at  the  Capital  enables  them  to  present, 
but  have  continued  for  thirty-two  years  to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of 
their  way,  all  the  while  maintaining  high  respectability  ;  yet  content- 
ing themselves  with  comparatively  small  classes.  The  recent  move 
ments  in  the  South  seem  to  have  prompted  them  to  increased  vitality 
and  enterprise  ;  and  as  they  now  have  enlarged  buildings  both  for 
their  College  and  Hospital,  they  are  encouraged  to  expect  larger 
classes  hereafter.    We  wish  them  every  success. 

Medical  Education  in  New-York. 

The  opening  of  the  session  for  1853-4  will  occur  before  the  issue 
of  our  next  number.  Those  students  who  may  select  New- York  city 
as  the  locale  for  their  collegiate  course,  will  find  here  three  schools 
out  of  which  to  choose  their  teachers,  a  choice  of  much  greater  impor- 
tance than  can  be  appreciated  by  those  whose  highest  ambition  is  to 
obtain  a  diploma,  since  each  of  our  Colleges  has  power  to  confer  this. 
Unfortunately  for  such  students,  however,  the  value  of  such  a  docu- 
ment is  estimated  by  the  profession  and  the  public,  primarily  by  the 
history  and  character  of  the  Faculty  which  confers  it,  and  hence  they 
may  mend  or  mar  their  fortunes,  as  they  select  their  teachers  wisely 
or  otherwise.  If  they  are  ensnared  into  a  school  which  is  known  to 
live  only  by  intrigue,  management,  artifice,  treachery,  deceit,  conceal- 
ment, secrecy  and  false  pretences ;  ever  changing  its  Faculty,  by 
reason  of  mingling  incompatible  and  incongruous  materials ;  suspect- 
ing and  cordially  despising  each  other,  and  only  tolerating  one  another 
by  the  kindred  instinct  of  the  spoils ;  sacrificing  to  mere  mercenary 
considerations  all  professional  dignity  in  their  clap-trap  manoeuvres 
to  catch  pupils,  or  the  empty  shadow  of  a  class;  proffering  diplomas 
by  secret  examinations  to  the  lazy  and  ignorant  in  return  for  patronage 
and  fees  ;  pledging  to  such  that  all  scrutiny  of  the  profession,  "  out- 
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aiders  "  shall  be  excluded  ;  and  defying  all  the  authority  of  city,  state, 
or  national  associations,  and  despising  their  code  of  ethics  ; — they  will 
have  leisure  to  repent  their  folly  in  after  life  by  being  branded  with 
the  mark,  and  infected  with  the  "  bad  odor  "  of  such  an  alma  mater. 

The  wise,  prudent,  and  hopeful  student  of  medicine  will  suspect 
and  shun  any  Faculty  which  is  known  to  have  hired  runners  em- 
ployed to  catch  students  on  their  arrival  in  the  city,  to  hurry  them 
off  to  the  College,  and  hasten  their  recorded  names  on  the  matricu- 
lation book,  by  fond  attentions  and  specious  promise*,  often  accompa- 
nied by  disparaging  and  calumnious  representations  of  the  rival 
schools,  to  which  they  have  been  shipped  by  land  or  water,  and  duly 
labelled  by  their  preceptors  or  friends,  assuring  them  of  greater  facili- 
ties, and  larger  discounts  on  their  fees,  and  a  surer  road  to  graduation. 
Such  students  as  we  have  named,  will  inquire  after  a  staid  and  estab- 
lished Faculty,  which  has  the  respect  of  the  profession,  and  whose 
self-respect  is  maintained  by  a  dignified  and  honorable  bearing  in  the 
community,  and  who  would  not  stoop  to  associate  with  meanness  in 
their  colleagues,  by  allowing  stolen  lectures  or  fictitious  clinics  to  be 
published  in  their  name,  nor  by  countenancing  such  shamefacedness 
in  others. 

They  will  soon  ascertain  which  of  the  schools  is  characterized  by 
the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  profession  at  home,  where  they 
are  best  known ;  and  which  of  the  Faculties  are  manly  and  high- 
minded  in  their  intercourse  and  negotiations  with  the  students,  and 
with  their  medical  brethren.  To  such  a  school  the  worthy  aspirant 
for  medical  honors  will  attach  himself,  irrespective  of  hireling  "  bar- 
kers "  and  purchased  puffs  ;  and  whether  the  class  be  few  or  many, 
he  will  never  find  their  numbers  concealed  by  a  refusal  to  print  an  an- 
nual catalogue,  nor  will  the  lecture-room  be  turned  into  a  conventicle 
of  quacks,  or  an  assemblage  of  the  boys  from  a  neighboring  academy, 
or  from  the  streets  promiscuously  congregated,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  mere  semblance  of  a  class  to  lookers-on.  Such  tricks  are 
always  the  resort  of  waning  schools,  and  none  but  such. 

Having  premised  thus  much  on  general  principles,  it  only  remains 
to  indicate  the  several  schools  in  our  city,  which  will  be  opened  dur- 
ing the  present  month. 

I.  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Crosby-street.  This  is 
one  of  the  oldest  schools  in  the  country,  and  has  no  change  in  its 
Faculty  during  the  year. 

II.  University  of  the  City  of  New- York — Medical  department, 
14th-street.  The  following  changes  have  been  made  in  its  Faculty 
since  last  year  : 
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1st.  Dr.  Clymer  has  resigned  the  chair  of  Practice,  and  Dr. 
Swctt  succeeds  him. 

2nd.  Dr.  Mott  retires  from  his  half  chair  of  Surgery,  and  becomes 
Emeritus  Professor  and  Ex-President. 

3rd.  Dr.  Post  becomes  the  only  Professor  of  Surgery. 
4th.  Dr.  Darling  resigns  the  place  he  had  long  held  under  the 
lamented  Pattison,  as  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  leaving  Dr.  Van 
Buren  to  select  a  successor.  If,  however,  he  intends,  as  last  year, 
only  to  lecture  on  the  Bones,  Ligaments  and  Muscles,  during  the 
whole  term  ;  and  wholly  omit  teaching  the  Bloodvessels,  Nerves,  Or- 
gans of  Sense,  &c.  &c.  to  the  small  class  paying  him  to  teach  them 
Anatomy  !  he  might  possibly  manage  to  get  through  without  any 
Demonstrator,  having  himself  learned  thus  much  last  year.  Such  a 
course,  however,  is  a  caricature  upon  the  teaching  of  his  predecessor- 
Ill.  New- York  Medical  College,  ISth-street. 

This  is  a  new  school,  and  opens  its  third  session.  The  only  change 
made  in  the  Faculty  is  the  transfer  of  Professor  Peaslee  to  the  chair 
of  Anatomy,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Whitaker.  Dr. 
E.  H.  Parker,  of  New-Hampshire,  succeeds  to  the  chair  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology.  # 

ft5gT°  Students  would  do  well  to  visit  each  of  the  schools,  and  per- 
sonally inspect  their  claims  before  matriculating  anywhere. 

New  Medical  College. 

We  see  it  announced  that  the  Savannah  Medical  College  is  about 
to  commence  operations  with  a  full  faculty.  The  South  bids  fair  soon 
to  rival  the  North  in  the  number  of  her  schools.  Dr.  R.  D.  Arnold, 
whose  name  heads  the  list,  ranks  deservedly  high  in  his  profession,  as 
do  several  of  his  associates  whom  we  know  by  character,  and  all  the 
eight  are,  doubtless,  well  chosen.  We  wish  they  had  extended  the 
lecture  term,  and  thus  provoked  their  neighbors  to  a  good  work,  long 
delayed,  but  much  needed,  and  must  come  at  last,  if  the  University 
of  Michigan  will  only  hold  fast  its  integrity  a  few  years  longer. 

Professor  Samuel  Henry  Dickson. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  true  merit  and  worth  appreciated  by  con- 
temporaries in  the  reception  of  due  rewards  and  honors.  The  talent 
and  industry  of  Professor  Dickson  have  placed  him  conspicuously 
before  the  profession  in  his  printed  works ;  and  those  who  have  had 
the  privilege  of  listening  to  his  lectures,  and  witnessing  his  discus- 
sions of  literary  and  scientific  subjects  before  learned  bodies,  have 
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been  captivated  by  his  rare  acquirements.  His  profound  erudition 
and  varied  attainments  justly  entitle  him  to  the  degree  of  L.L.  D., 
which  mark  of  distinction  has  been  recently  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  University  of  the  city  of  New-York.  Charleston  m.  j. 


[We  insert  the  following  letter  from  Dr.  Harvey,  with  much 
pleasure.  It  will  be  seen  that  our  strictures  were  aimed  at  the  Penn 
Medical  College,  and  that  they  have  no  application  to  the  Female 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  the  very  antipodes  of  the 
former,  and  utterly  repudiates  the  Anti-Lancet,  which  is  the  organ  of 
the  mongrel  brood  of  quackery  to  whom  we  referred  in  our  last  num- 
ber. We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  Faculty  of  the  Female  Medical 
College  has  been  re-organized,  and  that  neither  of  them  can  now  be 
justly  chargeable  with  medical  heresy;  so  that  all  females  who  desire 
it,  may  here  obtain  a  regular  medical  education.  To  this  there  should 
be  no  objection  made  in  any  quarter.  Our  protest  has  been  against 
the  manufacture  of  more  quacks,  and  especially  degrading  any  woman 
to  a  level  with  such  "  fallen  angels  "  as  would  be  a  Chrono-thermalist, 
or  Homoeopath  in  a  Bloomer  /] 

229  Arch-street,  Phila.,  Sept.  15th,  1853. 

Dr.  Reese. 

Dear  Sir — In  the  September  number  of  the  Gazette  is  a  dispa- 
raging allusion  to  the  Female  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania. 
Speaking  of  female  medical  students,  you  say  :  "  We  object  to  their 
being  imposed  upon  by  the  medly  of  ignorance,  conceit,  presumption 
and  temerity  of  such  men  and  women  as  either  of  the  Faculties  prof- 
fering to  lead  '  silly  women '  astray  by  a  mongrel  of  so-called  Chrono- 
thermal,  Eclectic,  Botanic,  Physopathic,  Homoeopathic  quackeries, 
which  they  falsely  dignify  with  the  title  of 'medical  education,'  which 
it  is  not."  There  is  a  Chronothermal  College  here,  of  which  the  Anti- 
Lancet  is  the  organ.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  con- 
nection whatever  between  the  two  institutions. 

The  Female  Medical  College  teaches  no  quackery,  and  resorts  to 
no  catch-words  to  acquire  popularity.  It  eschews  Homoeopathy, 
Chrono-thermalism,  and  everything  of  that  kind ;  and  professes  to 
teach  only  what  is  best  known  as  "  the  regular  practice." 

You  will  see  by  the  fourth  annual  announcement,  which  I  send 
you,  that  its  course  of  instruction,  and  the  requirements  of  its  pupils, 
are  about  the  same  as  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Jefferson 
College,  or  any  other  respectable  Medical  College  in  this  country. 

The  Faculty  of  the  Female  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  aim 
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to  make  their  Institution  respected  by  the  Profession;  and  when  it 
departs  in  the  slightest  degree  from  a  strictly  honorable  course  ol 
action,  then  may  it  receive  the  just  condemnation  of  the  Profession 
and  the  community. 

I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  you  are  not  opposed  to  the  Medical 
education  of  females,  and  trust  that  this  Institution  will  not  fail  to  find 
favor  in  your  sight  when  you  become  better  acquainted  with  it. 

We  would  be  happy  to  see  you  in  Philadelphia,  and  to  show  you 
more  convincing  proof,  if  needed,  that  we  deserve  a  better  notice 
from  you  than  to  be  classed  with  a  Medical  School  that  claims  as  its 
chief  merit,  that  it  is  opposed  to  the  Medical  Profession. 

Very  respectfully,  Ellwood  Harvey,  M.  D. 

Dentistry. 

The  authorities  of  Madrid  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  prohibit 
the  drawing  of  teeth  in  the  public  streets ;  first,  because  it  is  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  a  Dentist's  profession ;  and,  secondly,  because 
"  it  stains  the  streets  with  blood." 

Fire. 

In  the  course  of  an  inquest,  in  London,  lately,  Mr.  Wakley,  the 
coroner,  observed  that  it  would  be  well  to  acquaint  the  public  with 
the  fact  that  if  persons  in  a  house  on  fire  had  the  presence  of  mind  to 
apply  a  damp  cloth  or  handkerchief  to  their  mouth  and  nostrils,  they 
could  effect  a  passage  through  the  densest  smoke ;  but  the  surest 
mode  would  be  to  envelope  the  head  and  face  completely  in  the  damp 
cloth. 

Prize  Essays  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Association,  held  at  New- York,  in  May,  1853, 
the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  receive  voluntary 
communications  on  medical  subjects,  and  to  award  two  prizes  of  $100 
each,  to  the  authors  of  the  best  two  essays. 

Each  communication  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet, 
containing  the  name  of  the  author,  which  will  be  opened  only  in  the 
case  of  the  successful  competitors.  Unsuccessful  communications  will 
be  returned,  on  application,  after  June  1st,  1854. 

Communications  must  be  addressed,  post-paid,  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee.  Dr.  Charles  A.  Pope,  123  Locuskstreet,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  on  or  before  the  30th  of  March,  1854. 
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Charles  A.  Pope,  M.  D.,  Thomas  ftcyburn,  M.  D.,  John  S.  Moore, 
M.  D.,  John  B.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  A.  Litton,  M.  D.,  Committee. 

Charles  A.  Pope,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
The  medical  press  of  the  United  States  are  requested  to 
copy  the  above  notice. 

Magic  Medicine. 

Multitudes  of  strangers  from  the  country  are  flocking  to  Boston 
on  very  singular  business,  considering  the  boasted  intelligence  of  the 
age.  It  is  to  consult  two  professed  astrologers.  One  of  them,  as  an- 
nounced by  circulars  of  the  extravagant  character,  prescribes  magical 
medicine  !  Their  services  are  in  the  highest  demand — and  they  are 
almost  overwhelmed  with  patronage.  Both  are  foreigners.  Their 
daily  receipts,  even  making  a  deduction  of  50  per  cent,  from  what 
rumor  reports,  far  exceed  the  income  of  any  four  physicians  in  the 

City.  -;.  Boston  M.  and  S.  Journal. 

[This  state  of  things  in  the  "  literary  emporium"  is  truly  deplo- 
rable, but  the  advertisements  and  "circulars"  of  certain  medical  dig- 
nitaries found  in  this  same  Boston  Journal,  are  equally  so,  for  the  cue 
has  thus  been  given  to  these  magic  doctors,  and  other  quacks.  We 
are  sorry  to  learn  that  the  two  astrologers  exceed  any  four  of  the 
aforesaid  medical  dignitaries  in  the  amount  of  their  fees!  The  only 
reason  must  be  that  the  latter  do  not  go  far  enough  in  advertising 
their  skill.  They  must  be  less  scrupulous,  if  they  would  rival  the 
quacks  in  wealth.] 

New-York  Journal  of  Medicine. 

It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  express  our  high  gratification  at  the 
manifest  signs  of  improvement  in  this  Bi-Monthly,  which  we  had  been 
constrained  to  speak  of  in  terms  of  very  qualified  praise,  in  former 
numbers  of  the  Gazette.  As  our  senior  contemporary,  occupying  so 
prominent  a  position  as  the  only  medical  bi-monthly  in  the  State,  we 
have  never  regarded  it  as  in  any  sense  our  rival.  On  the  contrary,  its 
sphere  is  distinct  from  ours,  and  superior  to  it  every  way,  affording  a 
vehicle  for  extended  and  elaborate  papers,  such  as  our  limits  exclude, 
however  valuable,  and  representing  the  profession  of  New-York  not 
only  in  our  own,  but  in  foreign  countries,  beyond  what  our  humbler 
sheet  can  aspire  to.  Hence,  we  hail  the- last  number  as  the  sure  omen 
that  under  its  present  editorial  conduct,  by  Drs.  Purple  and  Smith,  it 
is  destined  to  take  a  higher  position,  and  a  stronger  hold  upon  the 
profession  than  it  has  hitherto  been  able  to  do,  and  we  bespeak  for  it 
the  favor  of  the  brethren  by  increasing  its  patronage. 
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SUBSCRIBERS  who  are  still  in  arrears,  are  reminded  that 
our  terms  require  the  payment  of  $2  per  annum,  in  advance.  This 
is  our  last  call  upon  them  for  1853,  and  unless  they  remit  the  amount 
due,  through  the  P.  O.  immediately,  their  names  will  be  stricken 
from  our  mail  Look.  The  Gazette  cannot  be  sent  without  advance 
payment.  New  subscribers  who  pay,  are  ready  to  take  the  place  of 
old  ones  who  forget,  or  neglect  the  Printer,  who  must  be  paid.  Let  all 
who  are  in  arrears  now  remit  $4  at  our  risk,  which  will  include  the 
payment  for  the  whole  of  1854. 


The  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  James  Miller,  M.  D.  &c.  Professor  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh,  &c.  Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853. 
This  is  the  third  American,  from  the  second  Edinburgh  edition,  and  is  edited 
wilh  additions  by  F.  W.  Sargent,  M.  D.  It  is  superbly  printed  and  contains 
more  than  three  hundred  superior  engravings,  many  of  which  are  new  and  en- 
hance its  value.  As  the  latest  authority,  comprising  the  present  state  of  surgery* 
this  work  may  be  referred  to  wilh  confidence.  It  is  an  appropriate  and  necessary 
accompaniment  for  the  "  Principles  of  Surgery,"  by  the  same  author,  recently 
re-published  by  the  same  enterprising  American  house.  No  surgeoq  or  stu- 
dent of  this  department  should  fail  to  possess  himself  of  both  volumes. 
Medical  Reporter. 

The  first  number  of  a  new  Quarterly  Journal  under  this  title  has  appeared 
under  the  direction  of  two  county  medical  societies,  and  is  published  at  West 
Chester,  Pensylvania.  Our  New  Jersey  contemporary  will  find  his  name  appro- 
priated by  his  neighbors,  but  the  new  comer  promises  to  be  reputably  con- 
ducted and  be  worthy  of  its  name.  We  wish  it  all  success. 
Essays  on  Asylums  for  Persons  of  Unsound  Mind,  by  John  M.  Gait,  M.  D. 
of  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  1852. 

The  reading,  recreations,  and  amusements  for  the  insane  are  the  topics  dis- 
cussed by  one  whose  learning  and  experience  give  him  a  claim  to  be  read,  and 
to  have  his  counsels  heeded. 

Bohn's  Lidraries,  sold  by  Bangs  &  Brothers.  Park  Row,  New-York. 

These  serial  publications  continue  to  increase  in  interest  and  utility,  with 
every  successive  volume.  The  publishers  seem  to  have  inexhaustible  resources 
in  classical  and  scientific  treasures,  of  which  hundreds  of  separate  volumes  have 
already  appeared,  comprising  a  rich  collection  of  antiquarian  and  modern  litera- 
ture, to  which  they  are  ever  adding  new  and  invaluable  volumes  with  an  enter- 
prise and  energy  that  has  no  parallel.  No  good  library  should  be  without  com- 
plete copies  of  each  of  these  several  series,  which  together  constitute  a  library 
of  themselves.  Let  our  young  American  bibliopists  look  in  upon  the  tables  of 
Bangs  &.  Brothers,  opposite  the  Astor  House,  and  they  will  be  enamoured  with 
these  cheap  and  useful  publications,  which  are  all  beautifully  printed  and  many 
of  tltem  abounding  with  illustrations  in  the  highest  style  of  art. 
The  London  Illustrated  Library,  by  Ingraham  &  Co.  may  also  be  obtained 
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of  the  Bangs'  who  are  the  agents  for  these,  and  the  late  issues  will  he  found 
to  possess  sterling  merit. 
The  Microscopist,  by  Joseph  H.  Wythers,  M.  D.    Philadelphia,  Lindsay  and 
Blakiston,  1853. 

A  new  and  improved  edition  of  this  useful  manual  has  just  appeared,  well 
printed  and  beautifully  illustrated.  It  should  be  found  oil  the  table  beside  the 
microscope  in  the  study  of  every  physician. 

The  Maternal  Management  of  Children  in  Health  and  Disease,  by 
Thomas  Bull.  M.  D.    Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1853. 
A  highly  useful  work  on  Hygeine,  and  one  which  now  passes  to  a  second 

edition.    To  young  mothers  its  instructions,  if  obeyed,  would  prove  invaluable, 

aud  the  children  trained  under  its  teachings  would  profit  thereby.    It  deserves 

general  circulation. 

The  English  Humorists  of  thb  Eighteenth  Century,  by  W.  M.  Thackeray, 
New-York,  Harper  &  Brothers,  1853. 

This  volume  contains  the  series  of  lectures  by  the  author,  which  have  de- 
lighted immense  audiences,  before  whom  they  have  been  delivered  in  various 
parts  of  our  country  during  the  last  winter.  The  last  lecture  on  Charity  and 
Humor  is  worth  the  price  of  the  volume,  which  for  popular  enlightenment  is 
worth  all  that  has  ever  appeared  from  the  prolific  pen  of  the  author. 
A  Treatise  on  Operative  Ophthalmic  Surgery,  by  H.  Haynes  Walton,  of 

London.      First  American   edition,  illustrated  by  169  wood  engravings. 

Edited  by  S.  Littell,  M.  D.  Surgeon  to  Will's  Hospital,  &c.  Philiadelphia, 

Lindsay  and  Blakiston,  1853. 

This  is  an  entire  new  and  original  work,  by  an  author  hitherto  uuknown  to 
fame  as  a  writer,  but  of  high  reputation  as  a  hospital  surgeon  in  London,  and  by 
this  effort  giving  promise  of  great  distinction  in  the  literature  of  his  profession. 
Such  a  book  has  long  been  needed,  and  perhaps  no  man  is  better  fitted  by  edu- 
cation and  practical  experience  to  produce  it  than  Dr.  Walton.  It  will  be  found 
to  comprise  all  that  kind  and  amount  of  instruction  in  this  department  which 
students  aud  junior  practitioners  seek  elsewhere  in  vain.  The  publishers  have 
secured  an  accomplished  editor  and  brought  out  the  work  in  a  style  of  superior 
elegance,  which  does  them  credit  and  merits  patronage. 

Practical  Observations  on  Aural  Surgery,  by  William  R.  Wilde  of  Dublin. 

Edited  by  his  pupil,  Dr.  A.  Hewson.   Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853. 

The  nature  and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  ear,  are  confessedly  difficult 
subjects,  and  in  relation  to  which  there  is  less  adequate  instruction  in  books  than 
in  either  of  the  other  departments  of  surgery.  The  author  has  had  rare  oppor- 
tunities and  ample  experience,  peculiarly  fitting  him  for  his  task,  and  he  has 
skilfully  performed  it.  Its  issue  will  be  hailed  every  where  as  the  harbinger  of 
that  better  day  when  the  ignorance  and  indolence  of  the  profession  will  no 
longer  resign  Aural  Surgery  to  empiricism.  The  book  appears  in  the  best  style 
of  its  publishers. 
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NATIONAL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  Wash- 
ington. —  The  Thirty-second  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  October  and  continue  until 
March, 

Thomas  Miller,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology. 

Wm.  P.  Johnson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Joshua  Riley,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica. 
Therapeutics  and  Hygiene. 

John  Feed.  May,  M.  D  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Grafton  Tyler,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Pathology 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Robert  King  Stone,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Micro- 
scopical and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

Chas.  F.  Force,  M.  D.  Prosector  and  De- 
monstrator. 

The  facilities  for  the  prosecution  of  Practical 
Anatomy  are  ample. 

Like  most  similar  institutions  in  Europe,  the 
desks  from  which  the  regular  Lectures  are 
given  and  the  wards  for  clinical  instructions 
are  under  the  same  roof. 

The  extensive  additions  to  the  buildings  since 
the  last  session  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
sick  will  greatly  extend  the  usefulness  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic. 

Fees. — The  entire  expense  for  a  full  Course 
of  Lectures,  is  $95  ;  Practical  Anatomy  by  the 
Demonstrator,  $10 ;  Matriculating  Fee,  (pay- 
able only  once,)  $5  ;  Graduating  Expenses,  $25. 

Admissions  to  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic 
through  the  whole  course  without  charge. 

ROBERT  KING  STONE,  M.  D. 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Office  and  residence  corner  of  F  and  14th  sts. 


KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  Corner  Fourteenth-street  and  Eighth 
Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker  Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the 
General  Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  and  deposited  $100,000  with  the  Comp- 
troller, as  a  security  for  the  insured,  additional 
to  the  receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to 
transact  the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurant- 
on  the  most  favorable  terms  consistent  with 
security  and  stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  participation 
in  profits. 

DIRECTORS: 
Erastus  Lyman,  Henry  Dean, 

Joseph  W.  Savage,       Isaac  Hendricks, 
John  li.  Kitching,         Henry  Dubois, 
James  S.  Gibbons,        M.  Hopper  Mott, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr.  Lorain  Freeman, 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr.  Henry  Lefman, 

Pierre  C.  Kane,  Hon.  W.  Wright, 

William  Charters,  John  M'Chain, 
Mark  Cornell,  John  Denham, 


S.  C.  Wheeler,  J.  W.  Howe, 

J.  H.  Homer,  John  A.  Gunn, 

B.  F.  Manierre,  W.  E.  Smith,  Jr. 

Cummings  H.  Tucker,  William  Winslow, 
Richard  H.  Bull,  Concklin  L.  Martin, 

Anthony  Thornton,      A.  Bridgeman, 
Robert  Ayres,  George  M.  Vannort, 

Gen.  Elijah  Ward,       Henry  D.  Crane, 
William  A.  Wheeler,   Charles  O  Richardson, 
Abel  Thompson,  John  S.  Meyer, 

G.  R.  Howell,  Edward  Coles, 

William  W.  Cornell,    Henry  B.  Bolster, 
James  R  Del  Vecchio,  James  M.  Chapman, 
James  Stephens, 

ERASTUS  LYMAN,  President. 

STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  Pres't. 

RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 

RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  D.  Medical  Examiner, 
852,  Broadway 


I  I  NIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE— Medical 
U  Department. — The  Lectures  in  this  De- 
partment will  commence  on  the  last  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Charles  W.  Short,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  De- 
scriptive and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lansford  P.  Yandell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Phy- 
siology and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  5.  Prof,  of  Obsteric 
Medicine. 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapehtics. 

Benjamin  Silliman,  Jr.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Me- 
dical Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy  and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Ana- 
tomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of 
each  Professor  is  $15,  ($105  in  all)  payable  in 
variably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Li- 
brary fee  together,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25. 
Practical  Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket 
to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  graduation. 
Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all 
students  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of 
October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week, 
at  the  Louisville  Marine  hospital.  Tickets  $5, 
to  be  taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established,  in  con- 
nection with  the  University,  at  which  opera- 
tions are  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for 
and  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Cood  boarding  can  be  procured  at  from 
$2  50  to  $3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 
July,  1853.  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
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The  Obstetric  Catechism  containing  234" 
Questions  and  Answers  on  Obstetrics  Proper. 
By  Joseph  Warrington,  M  D.  With  150  Illus 
triitions,  $1  75. 

"The  work  contains  an  exposition  of  the 
leading  points  of  the  practice  of  obstetrics,  and 
may  be  safely  and  advantageously  used  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  intended,  and  will  be 
found  convenient  for  those  who  like  the  form 
of  question  and  answer. — N.  Y.  Medical  Times, 
Apnl,-1853." 

"  We  cordially  recommend  this  work  to  med- 
ical students  uDd  practitioners. — Pliiladaphia 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour." 

"  Its  details  are  very  full  and  complete,  and 
every  important  point  appears  to  be  discussed 
with  ability  and  intelligence. — Juur.  U.  Knou-l." 

"  Dr.  W.  is  good  authority  as  a  teacher  and 
practitioner.  This  American  book  is  worth 
half  the  foreign  works  on  this  subject  which 
are  glutting  the  market. — Med.  Gaz." 

"  Has  our  unqualitied  approbation.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  able  resume  of  sound  obstetric 
principles  and  precepts,  well  and  clearly  ex- 
pressed.— Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci." 

"  A  clever  little  volume,  and  well  designed  to 
aid  students  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies. 
— N.  Y.  Journal." 

Manual  of  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Physic — Just  published,  a  new  edition  ol 
Hooper's  Physicians'  Vade  Mecum  ;  oi  a  Ma- 
nual of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Physic. 
Considerably  enlarged  and  improved,  with  an 
Outline  of  General  Pathology  and  Therapeutics, 
a  Formula,  and  Table  of  Doses  ;  by  Wm.  Au- 
gustus Guy,  M.  B.  Cantab,  &c.  &c.  With  ad 
aitions  by  James  Stuart,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  &c.  &c. 
550  pages.  12mo.  price  $1  25. 

Under  distinct  heads,  in  this  volume,  are 
arranged  : — 

1.  The  Characteristic  symptoms  by  which 
diseases  are  known. 

2.  The  causes  from  which  they  most  fre- 
quently have  their  origin. 

3.  The  circumstances  that  more  especially 
point  out  the  difference  between  diseases  which 
resemble  one  another. 

4.  The  signs  which  influence  the  judgment 
in  forming  a  prognosis  of  their  event. 

5.  That  mode  of  treatment  which,  in  the  pre- 
sent improved  state  of  medicine,  is  deemed 
most  appropriate,  and  which  experience  has 
sanctioned. 

6.  The  Select  Collection  of  Formula;,  and  the 
Table  showing  the  Doses  of  all  valuable  medi- 
cines employed,  combine  to  render  the  volume 
most  extensively  useful. 

Gross'    Pathological    Anatomy. —  Illus- 


trated by  colored  plates  and  wood  engravings, 
$6  00. 

Neill's  Outlines  of  the  Arteries,  SI  00. 

 Nerves,  $1  00. 

    Veins  and  Lymphatics 

si  oo. 

The  whole  Series,  3  vols,  bound  in  one,  82  50 
Bell's  Treatise  on  Baths,  including  Cold, 
Sea,  Warm,  Hot,  Vapour,  Gas  and  Mud  Baths. 
$2  00. 

Bell  and  Stokes's  Lectures  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  2  vols. 
$«  50. 

Fordyce's  Five  Dissertations  on  Fever, 
$2  25. 

Diseases  of  the  Liver  and  Billiary  Pas- 
sages, by  Wm.  Thompson  and  Wm.  Twining, 

$1  50. 

Stokes  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  $2  25. 
Gerhard  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  S2  50 
Aran  on  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  SI  00. 
Latham  on  Auscultation  and  Semeio- 
logy,  SI  25. 
Latham  on  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  SI  50. 
Nunnely  on  Erysipelas,  SI  50. 
Graves  fc  Gerhard's  System  of  Clinical 
Medicine,  $2  50. 
Andral's  Medical  Clinic,  3  vols.  S6  00. 
Colles's  Lectures  on  Surgery',  SI  75. 
Gross  and  Liston's  Elements  of  Sur- 
gery, S3  00. 

Ricord's  Lectures  on  Veneral  and 
Other  Diseases,  SO  75. 

Fox  and  Harris'  Dental  Surgery. — Nu- 
merous Illustrations,  S3  50. 

PlLCHER  ON  THE  STRICTURE,  ECONOMY  AND 

Diseases  of  the  Ear,  SI  75. 

Smith's  Minor  Surgery  ;  or,  Hints  on  the 
Every-day  Duties  of  the  Surgeon,  S2  25. 

Lee's  Lectures  on  the  Theory-  and  Prac 
tice  of  Midwifery.    Illustrated,  S3.  00. 

Gooch  on  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Women 
and  Children,  SI  00. 
Gooch's   Compendium    of  Midwifery, 

51  00. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Cural  Phlebitis. 
By  Meigs,  Gordon,  Hey,  Armstrong,  and  Lee, 

52  00. 

Christison  on  Poisons,  S3  00. 
Coley  on  Diseases  of  Children,  $2  00. 

EVANSON  AND  MaUNSELL  ON  DISEASES  AND 

Management  of  Children,  $1  75. 
Underwood  on  Children,  SI  75. 
Ludlow's    Manual    of  Examinations, 
$2  00. 

John  Hunter's  Complete  Works,  4  vols. 

$10  00. 

Ryan's  Philosophy  of  Marriage,  SO  25. 


BARRINGTON  &  HASWELL,  Publishers, 

27   North    Sixth-st.   Philiadelphia,  Pa. 
Catalogues  of  B  &  H's  publications  will  be  forwarded  free  of  expense,  on 
application,  as  above,  post-paid. 
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MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO' 
— Session  of  1833-54—  The  Thirty- 
fourth  Annual  bourse  of  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  the  First  Monday  in  November, 
under  the  following  arrangement,  and  close  on 
the  last  of  February. 

L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
nnd  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medi- 
cine. 

T.  O.  Edwards,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Me 
dica  and  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurispru 
dence. 

G.  W.  Bayless,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Asiiburv  Evans,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

N.  T.  Marshall,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology. 

Charles  W.  Wright,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Medica1 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Thomas  Wood,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgical  and 
Practical  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the 
first  of  October,  under  the  care  of  the  Professor 
of  Surgical  and  Practical  Anatomy,  and  stu- 
dents may  rely  on  a  full  supply  of  material, 
throughout  the  session. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the 
Practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  will  be  de- 
livered regularly  throughout  the  session,  at  the 
Commercial  Hospital.  In  addition  to  this,  a 
College  Clinic  will  be  established,  which  will 
afford  a  large  amount  of  clinical  instruction. 

Preliminary  Lectures  will  be  delivered  dur- 
ing the  month  of  October,  by  the  members  of 
the  Faculty.  This  course  (which  will  be  free) 
will  embrace  lectures  at  the  Hospital  and  Col- 
lege. It  will  not  infringe  on  the  regular  course. 

The  New  College  Edifice  is  an  ample  and 
convenient  building,  and  is  well  adapted  to  the 
comforts  of  students. 

Fees — For  the  whole  course,  including  the 
Dissecting  Ticket,  $101 ;  Matriculation  Ticket. 
$5  ;  Hospital  Tieket.  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee  $25, 

Good  Board,  including  fuel  and  lights,  will 
average  about  $2  50  per  week. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Dean. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— Ses- 
sion of  1853-54. — The  regular  Course  of 
Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday  the  10th 
of  October,  and  continue  until  the  first  day  of 
March.  The  Annual  Commencement  for  con- 
ferring degrees  will  be  held  earhj  in  March. 
instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  month,  as  formerly. 

Rooley  Dunglison,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Institutes 
of  Medicine,  &c. 

Robrrt  M.  Huston,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 

JosEni  Pancoast,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  General 
Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

John  K.  Mitchell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

Thomas  D.  Mutter,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 


Franklin  Bache,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.  D.  Demonatrator 
of  Anatomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month 
of  October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and 
Surgical  cases  will  be  investigated,  prescribed 
for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year,  two  thousand  one  hundred  ana 
eighty-eight  cases  were  treated,  and  three  hun- 
dred andcighteen operations  performed.  Among 
there  were  many  major  operations — as  ampu- 
tation of  the  leg,  foot,  mamma;,  lithotomy, 
lithontripsy,  ligation  of  the  carotid,  plastic 
operations  of  the  face,  neck,  arm,  &c.  removal 
of  superior  and  inferior  maxillary  bones,  re- 
duction of  luxations  of  hip,  shoulder,  &c.  treat' 
ment  of  fractures. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit 
the  students  to  attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical 
demonstrations  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissect- 
ing rooms  will  be  open,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  and  the  Demon- 
strator. 

Matriculation  Fee,  (which  is  paid  only  once, 
$5;  Each  Professor,  $15,  $105;  Gruduation 
Fee,  $30. 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last 
Session  was  556  ;  and  of  Graduates  223. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

358  Arch-st.  July,  1853. 


DR.  LITTLE  ON  DEFORMITIES. — In  8ro. 
with  160  Engravings  and  Diagrams,  price 
15s.  cloth. — On  the  Nature  and  Treatment 
of  Deformities  of  the  Human  Frame  :  be- 
ing a  Course  of  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Royal 
Orthapa:clic  Hospital  in  1843  ;  with  numerous 
Notes  and  Additions  to  the  Present  Time.  By 
W.  J.  Little,  M.  D.  Physician  to  the  London 
Hospital ;  Founder  of  the  Royal  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  &c.    Contents  : — 

I.  Deformities  in  general. 

II.  Deformities  from  Wounds  and  Diseases 
of  Joints,  Accidents,  Rheumatism,  &c. 

III.  Deformities  from  Spasm, Paralysis,  Burns 
Habitual  Retention  in  One  Position. 

IV.  Deformities  from  Rickets,  Weakness 
and  Curvatures  of  Bones. 

V.  Congenital  Distortions,  Club-Foot,  Club 
Hand,  &c. 

VI.  Congenital  Malformations,  Monstrosities 

VII.  Distortions  of  the  Spine. 

Appendix  :  On  Relapsed  and  Neglected  Cases. 
Index. 

'*  We  cordially  recommend  it  to  our  readers 

as  a  sound  and  judicious  practical  treatise."  

Medical  Circular. 

"  Dr.  Little  has  brought  together  from  all 
scources  the  existing  knowledge  of  the  profes- 
sion regarding  the  nature  and  treatment  of  de- 
formities ;  and  he  has  also  contributed  not  a 
little  information  from  the  stores  of  his  own 
abundant  and  enlightened  experience."— Also- 
ciation  Medical  Journal. 

London  :  Longman,  Brown,  Green,  &  Long- 
mans. 
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JNIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE— Med 
ical  Department. — The  Third  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will 
commence  on  Tuesday  the  first  of  November 
next,  and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing 
March. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

A.  II.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D„  General  and  Spe- 
cial Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

William  T.  Brigqs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator 

of  Anatomy. 

;_The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for 
students  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures  will  be 
given  by  the  Professors,  commencing  also  on 
ne  first  Monday  in  October. 

The  Students  will  have  free  access  to  the 
State  Hospital.  .  . 

Fee  of  each  Professor  $15.  Matriculation 
ticket  85  ;  Dissecting  ticket  810  ;  Graduation 
fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  at 
from  $2  50  to  $3  per  week.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Dean. 

J.  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Feb.,  1853. 


ALBANY    MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
 In  future  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures 

will  be  delivered  annually  in  this  Institution  : 
the  Fall  Course  commencing  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Each  course 
will  continue  sixteen  weeks,  and  degrees  will 
be  conferred  at  the  close  of  each  term. 

Alden  March,  M.  D.  Pressident  and  Prof, 
of  Surgery. 

James  Mc  Naughton,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  Romeyn  Beck,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica. 

James  H.  Armsby,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine.  . 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.  Prof,  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obste- 

^Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  the  First  Course  $60.  For  the 
Se.cond  Course  $50.  For  both  courses,  if 
pa  d  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  course, 
$100.  Matriculation  Fee  $5.  Graduation 
Fee  $20.  Third  Course  Students  have  only 
the  Matriculation  fee  to  pay.  Graduates  of 
other  Institutions  are  admitted  free  of  charge- 
There  will  be  Clinigues  as  usual  in  the  Col. 
le<*e.  Clinical  lectures  will  be  delivered  also 
in°the  Hospital,  free  of  charge. 

The  expense  of  boarding  is  from  $2  to  $3 
per  week. 

THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


UNIVERSITY    OF  PENNSYLVANIA.— 
Medical  Department. — Eighty-Eighth 
Session  (1853-5-1.) 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
October  10,  and  terminate  in  the  middle  of 
March  ensuing. 

George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Joseph  Carson,  11  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Pharmacy. 

Robert  E.  Rogers,  M  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry. 

William  Gibson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.  Prof  of  the  Insti- 
tutes of  Medicine. 

Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  in  Sur- 
gery by  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty 
assisted  by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D. 

The  Course  of  Dissections  will  be  conducted 
by  the  Prof,  of  Anatomy,  aided  by  F.  W.  Sar- 
gent, M.  D.  Demonstrator. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  Univer- 
sity, $105;  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only) 
$5  ;  Hospital  Fee,  $10  ;  Practical  Anatomy, 
$10  ;  Graduating  Fee,  $30. 

JOSEPH  CARSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Me- 
dical Faculty,  332,  Walnnt-street,  between 
Twelfth  and  Thirteenth-street. 

F.  B.  Dick,  Janitor,  University. 

TO  DRUGGISTS. — We  invite  attention  to 
our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY.— Druggists  will  do  well 
to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment 
of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c. 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  .1.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up 
in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for 
retailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to 
give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for 
the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says : — "  For  the 
sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ram- 
sey's Kephalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a 
good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beauti- 
fying the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its 
perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have 
used  it  regularly  for  many  years,  and  still  pre- 
fer it  to  all  other  compounds,  and  now  add 
that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  tp  be 
well  satisfied  of  its  real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only 
by  ,A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich-st.  N.  Y. 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  <he  best  ever 
tnade,  and  is  kept  by  ail  respectable  Drug 
gists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  war- 
ranted genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  im- 
proving the  complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin 
a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and  trans- 
parent softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike 
any  of  the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  ala 
lj£i8tt?r  Sec 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 
318  Greenwich-street,  New-York. 
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NEW-YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — The 
next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the 
New-York  Medical  College  wili  commence  on 
Wednesday  the  26th  of  October,  1853,  and 
continue  until  the  1st  of  March,  1854. 

Horace  Green,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Prof,  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Mid- 
wifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 

R.  Oqden  Dobemt/s,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M  D.  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Operations  of  Surgery. 

Edmund  R.  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  General 
Descriptive  and  Microscopic  Anatomy, 

E.  H.  Parker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physiology, 
and  Pathology. 

Joel  Parker,  L.  L.  D.  Prof  of  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  the  3rd  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  medical  students. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for 
classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe 
a  most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully 
representing  external  and  internal  Pathology, 
together  with  the  whole  series  of  the  Micro- 
scopic Models. 

The  advantages  which  New- York  oilers  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other 
city  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have 
access  to  the  New-York  Hospital,  Bellevue 
Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as 
to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various 
Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical  and  a 
Medical,  and  an  Obsterical  Clinique  will  be 
held  weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  depart- 
ments. Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for 
dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the 
students. 

Matriculation  Fee  85 ;  Demonstrator's  Tick- 
et 95 :  the  full  course  §105 ;  for  the  final  ex- 
amination $30. 
R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
New- York  Medical  College, 
East  Thirteenth-st.  near  Broadway. 


"  ETHER-PEARLS." 

DELLUC  &  Co.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether, 
by  which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  re- 
medy is  given,  without  smell,  taste,  or  evapora- 
tion ;  they  have  al60  received  a  fresh  6upply 
of 

Tannale  of  quinine, 

rn  bulk,  in  1  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burrcswill,  the  inventor;  also, 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents, 

DELLUC  &  Co. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTS, 

581  BROADWAY, 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street. 


COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SUR- 
GEONS, NEW-YORK.— The  Fortyse- 
venth  Session  of  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  October  14, 185.1,  and  con- 
tinue till  Thursday,  March  12,  1854.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  sub-graduate  course,  a 
preliminary  course  will  commence  on  Monday 
September  30,  and  continue  till  October  14. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D. 
President  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof, 
of  Clinical  Surgery. 

Joseph  Mather  Smith.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

John  Torrev,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  Prof,  of  Che- 
mistry and  Botany. 

Robert  Watts,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Willard  Parker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

Chandler  R.  Gilman,  M.D.  Prof,  of  Obste- 
trics and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 

Alonzo  Clark,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physio- 
logy and  Pathology. 

Elisha  Bartlett,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  A.  Lidell,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy,  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum. 

Lewis  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

James  Knox,  Janitor. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques  as  in  for- 
mer years.  The  Dissecting  Room  will  be 
opened  early,  and  abundantly  supplied  with 
Material. 

Matriculation  Fee  $5 ;  Fees  for  the  full 
Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  $105  | 
but  Students  are  not  required  to  take  out  all 
the  tickets  during  one  Session.  Graduation 
Fee  $25. 

Board,  average  $3  per  week. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Dean. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE.  —  Medical 
■T  Department. — Ninth  below  Locust-st, 
Philadelphia. 

The  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows  : 

William  Darrach,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  Wiltbank,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obsterice 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Henry  S.  Paterson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

David  Gilbert,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Medical  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

J.  M.  Allen,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Francis  Gurney  Smith,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine. 

William  H.  Gobrecht,  M.  D.  Demon- 
strator of  Anatomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1853-4  will 
commence  on  Monday  the  10th  of  October, 
and  continue  until  the  ensuing  1st  of  March. 

The  Anatomical  Rooms  will  be  opened  early 
in  September,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pro 
fessor  of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator. 

Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

Fees. — Matriculation,    -      .    $5  00 
To  each  Professor        15  00 
Graduation,       -      •   30  00 
For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  I).  Registrar. 
July  1853.  No.  181  N.  Ninth-et.  Philada. 
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BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL 
SUHGERY. — The  Fourteenth  Annual 
Session  will  commence  on  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, Hnd  close  on  the  first  of  March. 

The  month  of  October  will  be  devoted  to 
Practical  instruction  in  the  Infirmary  and  Dis- 
secting Rooms,  for  which  no  extra  charge  will 
be  made. 

The  Faculty  have  just  completed  an  exten- 
Bive  enlargement  of  their  lluilding  (corner  of 
Lombard  and  Hamilton-streets,)  and  can  now 
offer  to  the  .Student  every  possible  facility  for 
the  acquirement  of  an  accurate  knowledge, 
both  practical  and  scientific,  of  the  whole  Art 

"^Chapin  A.  Harris,  A.  M.,  It.  D.,  Professor 
of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 

Thomas  E  Bond,  Jr.,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

Washington  R.  Handy,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Alfbf.d  A.  Blandy,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Dental  Practice.  • 

Philip  H.  Austen,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Dental 
Mechanist 

Reginald  N.  Wright,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lec- 
turer on  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 

Tickets  for  the  Course,  SHU.  Dissecting 
Ticket,  (optional,)  S10.  Diploma  Fee,  $30. 
Matriculation  Fee,  $5. 

Rooms  and  board  may  be  obtained  at  from 
$2  50  to  $4  per  week. 

For  further  iuformiition,  address 

P.  H.  AUSTEN,  Dean, 
76  Sharp-st.,  Baltimore. 
ENEVA  MEDICAL   COLLEGE. — Fall 
Course,  1833—  The  Twenrietth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Sept. 
135:5,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

Charles  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics;  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

James  Webster,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Bryan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  ot  Surgery. 

George  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry and  Pharmacy. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Professor  ot 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Charles  A.  P.  Bowen,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Anatomy 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clmique  is  held 
every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the  College,  at 
which  numerous  and  important  cases  are 
presented  for  treatment.  The  Dissecting 
Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and 
well  supplied  with  material. 

Fee*  for  the  whole  Course,  $62;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $3 ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  Gra- 
duation, -$20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  lights,  &c.,  S2  per 
week.  CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  P.,  Dean. 

OTTO  AND  KXEHLER,  58,  Chatham-street, 
second  floor.— By  an  experience  of  a  long 
series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  oi  Sur- 
gical and  Orlhopedical  Machines,  and  Instru- 
ments, Trusses,  Bandages,  (fc.  !(C.  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our 
use  in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably. 
We  therefore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons 
to  give  us  a  call  at  our  ofiice,  58  Chathara-st. 
(2d  floor,)  and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles, 
especially  our  improved  instrument  for  Vac- 
cination-which  is  the  most  finished  article  of 
its  kind, 


SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  COM- 
PLETE.—LIPPINCOTT,  GRAMBO  &  Co. 
No.  14  North  Fourth-street,  Philadelphia,  have 
just  published,  A  System  of  Operative  Surgery, 
based  upon  the  practise  of  6urgeons  in  the 
United  States,  and  comprising  a  biographical 
index  and  historical  record  of  many  of  their 
operations  for  a  period  of  200  years.  By 
Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D.  Illustrated  with  up- 
wards of  1000  Engravings  on  Steel.  The 
whole  forming  one  large  octavo  volume. 

CONTENTS. 

Parts  1  and  2 — General  and  Elementary  Ope- 
rations, as  well  as  those  upon  the  Head  and 
Face. 

Port  3 — Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 

Part  4 — Operations  upon  the  genito-urinary 
organs  of  the  Male  and  Female. 

Part5 — Operations  practiced  on  the  Extremi- 
ties. 

A  Biographical  Index  of  roost  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  at- 
tached te  each  Part. 

Jg^The  Plates  will  be  presented  either 
tinted  or  in  colors.  Price  $7  50  tinted— $15 
colored  to  nature. 

L.  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published— 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by 
Drs.  Wood  and  Bache.   Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  Wood's  Pradtice  of  Medicine.  3  vols. 
8vo.  Third  Edition. 

Mitchell's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
1  v.  8o.  For  sale  by  all  the  principal  booksellers. 

HOOD  cc  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS. — This 
instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement  by 
which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the 
body.  Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward 
the  sides,  and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  in- 
guinal canal,  closes  the  internal  opening,  and 
places  the  disease  under  the  control  of  "the 
natural  processes,"  by  which  the  cure  is  effect- 
ed. This  principle,  laid  down  by  the  surgical 
writers  of  every  age,  will  be  manifest  when  we 
look  at  the  circular  shape  of  the  body,  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  canal  through  which 
the  bowels  protrudes,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
backward,  an  upward,  and  inward  direction 
of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera  back  into 
the  cavity.  Then,  understanding  that  the 
disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal  through 
which  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  abdomen, 
it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention,  or  clos- 
ure of  the  internal  opening  against  further 
protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  brok- 
en, it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be 
nothing  to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action 
of  the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  and 
fixtures  to  make  them  available- — all  pressing 
only  upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — ana 
contrast  them  with  the  incications  of  the  dis- 
ease to  be  treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the 
variety  of  trusses,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  af- 
flicted, will  not  be  a  matter  of  astonishment. 
The  direction  of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mys- 
tery in  the  cure,  and  as  experience  has  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  our  principle — as  surgeons  are 
not  blacksmiths,'and  blacksmiths  not  surgeons 
— and  as  the  disease  has  attained  an  incurable 
character,  we  invite  the  afflicted  to  examine 
our  instrument,  to  look  into  their  condition, 
and  determine  the  bandage  necessary  to  their 
ease — For  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  by  J.  H. 
Potter.  No.  29  Clinton  PlRce,  lOighth-St.  west 
of  and  near  Broadway,  New- York. 
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WAED'S  ISLAND. 

REPORT  OF  TIIE  SURGICAL  DIVISION  OF  THE  EMIGRANTS  HOSPITAL. 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  August,  1853. 


Number  of  Patients  Remaining  on  the  1st  September.  1852,   347 

"  "  Admitted  during  the  year,   3821 


Total  number  treated,  

Discharged  during  the  year. 
Died  during  the  year  


4168 
3655 
84 

3739 


Remaining  on  the  31st  August,  1853,   429 

DISEASES  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Anthrax  

Abscessus,   

Anchylosis,  

Adenitis,  

Amputatio  Sequclte,  

Acne,  

Albuminuria,  

Bursas  Mucosa1,  

Contusiones,  

Caries,  

Carcinoma  

Cancru  Oris,  

Dislocalio.  

Dysenteria  

riiarthaja   

Erysipelas,  

Kractura,  

Fistula,   

Vistula  in  Ano,  

I'urunculus,  

Hicmorrhoides  

Hernia,   

Herpes,  

Hydrarthrus  

Incontinentia  Urinas,  

Inllammatio  Subcellularis. 
I.upus,  ', 


l>*pra  Vulgaris, . . 
Morbus  Spinalis, . 
"  Coxarius, 

Necrosis,  

Neuralgia,  

Ostco  Sarcoma,  . . 

Pruxigo,  

Paronychia,   

Pseudarthrosis,  . . 

Psoriasis,  

Pernio,  

Rupia,  

Scrophulosis, 

Synovitis,  

Subluxations,  ... 

Sciatica,  

Scabies,  

Tumor,  

Tetanus  

Ulcus,  

Ustio  

Vulnus,  

Varix,   


Morbi  Ocuii, 

Amaurosis,   21 

Amblyopia   7 

31 


i 

14 
44 
45 
15 
1 

128 
5 
35 
21 
4 
61 
62 
77 
12 
116 
7 
1 

454 
83 

121 
17 

1350 


Conjunctivitis,  506 

Corneitis  168 

Cataracta,   15 

Entropion,    3 

Eccbymosa,   4 

Fistula  I.achrymalis, . .  5 

Hordeolum,   4 

Iritis,   

"  Syphilitica  

Ophtha'in  Pur  476 

"   Catarrhal,  44 

"  Gonorrhoea  

"   Tarsi,   27 

1 '    Scrof ulosa,  

Opacitas  Cornea,  16 

Staphyloma,   11 

Sclerotitis,   12 


Total, 


lu50 


Morbi  Veneris, 

Syphilis  Prim,  219 

"      Sec,  282 

"      Tert,   10 

Gonorrhoea,  175 


Total. 


.  686 


085 
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DISEASES  AND  AGES  OF  PATIENTS  WHO  DIED. 


1  Lumbar,  

Abscessus,  V  Pelvis,  

jPsaas,  

Albuminuria,  

Cancrum  Oris  

Caecitaset  Ascites,  

Carcinoma  

Carcinoma  Mamma;,  

Debilitas,  

Dysenteria  

Diarrhoea,  

Erysipelas,  

Epilepsia,  

Febris  Typhus,  

Fractura  Vertebra.-,  

Hydrarthrus,  

Incontinentia  Urinas,  

Marasmus,  »  

Morbus  Spinalis,  

"  Coxarius,  

Necrosis  Humeri,  

"      Maxilla;  Superioris, 

Osteosarcoma  

Phagedena,  

Purpura,  

Pneumonia,  

Phthisis,  

Phlegmasia  Dolens,  

Syphilis  Tert,  

Syphilitio  Cachexia,  

Ustio,  


Total, 


30 


19 


Of  those  who  died,  twenty-five  were  females  and  fifty-nine  males. 
Per  centage  of  Mortality  on  the  cases  treated,  2  ^j}c. 


Dr.  J.  M.  Carnochan  is  the  Surgeon  in  Chief  of  the  Emigrants'  Hospital,  on 
Ward's  Island,  and  the  foregoing  statistics  are  official,  having  been  furnished 
by  the  clerk  of  the  institution.  We  would  be  glad  to  furnish  similar  reports 
from  the  other  Hospitals  of  our  City,  for  comparison  with  this.  A  mortality  of 
two  *$c.  in  the  surgical  wards  of  a  hospital,  is  unparalelled,  at  home  or  abroad. 
This  is  what  we  mean  by  conservative  surgery. 
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UDcferreb  Articles. 

THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

"Vita  brevis,  ars  longa,  momentum  urgens,  experientia  fallax,  judicium  difficile.'' 

HlPPOCKATIS  APHOKISMI. 

Some  time  ago,  a  writer  in  Putnam's  Monthly  chose  "  Doctors" 
for  his  theme.  He  portrayed,  not  so  much  a  body  of  men,  as  indivi- 
duals of  a  class  ;  describing  faithfully  the  peculiarities  incident  to  sin- 
gle members,  but  touching  not  those  generic  distinctions  which  sepa- 
rate the  doctor  par  excellence,  the  "  regular"  physician,  from  the  bevy 
of  empirical  men  of  healing,  who  compass  him  about  ou  every  side. 

Now  be  it  known,  that  we,  of  this  present  writing  are  a  "  regular" 
physician  of  the  straitest  sect ;  and  that  in  our  function  as  editor  of 
a  medical  monthly,  we  are  noted  for  orthodoxy  immaculate  ;  yielding 
not  an  inch  to  the  pretensions  of  the  hosts  of  quackery.  We  do  not 
often  find  occasion  to  denounce  empiricism  in  the  pages  of  the  before- 
mentioned  periodical.  Our  readers  are  themselves  orthodox  ;  and 
we  do  not  choose  to  waste  our  logic  without  a  prospect  of  its  reaching 
the  heart  of  some  transgressor.  When,  however,  the  occasion  arises, 
we  are  "enough  for  it."  Homoeopaths,  Hydropaths,  Eclectics, 
Thomsonians,  Chronothermalists,  Eidopaths,  and  the  smaller  fry  of 
cancer  doctors,  and  nostrum  venders,  are  alike  anathema  maranatha. 
So  strictly  conservative  are  we,  that  we  hold  all  these  forms  of  medi- 
cal art  to  be  arrant  quackery  ;  and  we  will  not  even  in  the  remotest 
and  most  indirect  manner,  hold  fellowship  with  any  of  them. 

Our  object  in  thus  "  defining  our  position,"  is  to  draw  upon  our- 
selves the  necessity  of  defending  it  ;  and  to  open  the  eyes  of  our 
readers  to  our  true  relations,  and  to  the  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
we  have  for  claiming  an  infinite  superiority  over  all  the  heresies  just 
enumerated. 

All  these  are  quackery — you,  my  dear  sir,  who  are  acquiring  new 
health  and  vigor  from  the  wet  sheet  baptism  of  the  hydropath,  are 
doing  so  in  an  unconstitutional  manner  ;  and  the  very  influence  your 
cure  may  have  upon  others,  is  a  seductive  inducement  to  wrong  doing. 
You,  too,  ray  transcendental  sister,  placing  upon  the  ruby  tip  of 
your  tongue,  that  infinitesimal  pellet,  and  solemnly  attributing  the 
sensations  of  many  succeeding  hours  to  the  nonentity  you  have 
swallowed,  are  a  sinner  for  that  very  act !  Think  not  to  shield  your- 
self behind  the  cloak  of  your  medical  adviser  !    The  thing  is  either 
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right  or  wrong.  That  it  is  wrong,  we  propose  to  prove  by  most  con- 
clnsivc  logic.  Prepare  yourself  for  conviction  !  Leave  unlocked  the 
gateways  of  your  intellect,  while  we  march  in  to  take  possession  ; 
cap-a-pie  with  argument.  Reasoning  by  induction,  by  analogy,  by 
synsethis,  by  exclusion — by  reference  to  experimentation,  and  the  rules 
necessary  to  success  therein — by  entreaty,  and  appeal,  and  ridicule — 
by  denunciation  and  argumenlum  ad  homincm — all  is  fair  in  this  war  ; 
so  "  up  guards  and  at  them  !" 

We  have  made  some  stout  assertions.  In  their  support  we  start  with 
this  proposition.  Any  exclusive  system  of  medicine  is  necessarily  erroneous. 

And  here  we  can  imagine  a  mighty  concourse  of  sisters  (male  and 
female,  in  petticoats  and  trowsers  both,  but  still  all  generically  sis- 
ters,) uplifting  their  myriad  hands  in  uni-voiced  dissent.  They  adduce 
cases  without  number  to  the  contrary.  Oh  yes,  good  friends  !  cer- 
tainly! we  admit  all  your  statements.  We  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  the  pious  and  Reverend  Mr.  Silvertongue  did,  by  process  of  par- 
boiling, recover  from  his  bronchitis.  He  washed  not  seven  times  only, 
but  seventy  times  seven,  in  the  Jordan  of  hydropathy,  and  was  heal- 
ed. (Query.  Is  the  fact  that  the  prophet  Blisha  was  the  first  to  pre- 
scribe hydropathy — vide  case  of  Naaman  the  leper — the  reason  why 
our  clerical  friends  take  so  like  ducks  to  the  water  ?  or  do  they  live 
such  unsexed  and  effeminate  lives,  that  their  systems  feel  peculiarly 
the  need  of  this  kindly  tonic?)  And  you,  too,  Mrs.  Newlight ;  un- 
doubtedly your  charming  infant  did  survive  the  measles  under  homoe- 
pathy.  We  admit  your  assertions.  Don't,  madam,  bring  up  that 
lusty,  hair-pulling  baby  in  testimony  I  We  see  it  is  alive  and  breath- 
ing, and  acknowledge  the  whole  force  of  the  argument. 

But  we  ask  most  solemnly,  what  of  it  ?  In  days  of  old,  when 
medicine  had  no  existence  save  as  a  mysterious  element  in  the  sacer- 
dotal function  ;  when  men  lived  and  died  as  God  willed  without  the 
luxury  of  a  doctor,  or  the  agony  of  his  bill  ;  people  lived  about  as  long 
as  thfey  do  now — children  had  measles,  and  were  tucked  away  in  a 
corner,  to  recover  by  the  unaided  powers  of  nature.  Strong  men  lay 
down  with  fevers  ;  and  lived,  or  died,  according  as  their  time  had 
come  or  not.    Medication  is  not  the  essential  clement  of  cure. 

Disease  is  self-limited.  Its  tendency,  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
cases  is  toward  recovery  ;  and  that,  uninfluenced  as  to  the  ultimate 
result  of  death  or  recovery  (more  or  less  complete,)  by  any  medical 
interference  ;  unless,  indeed,  the  latter  should  be  murderously  severe. 
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A  judicious  physician  will  rarely  say  he  has  cured  a  patient. 
The  patient  regained  his  health  truly,  but  that  the  medical  observer, 
who  has  a  true  insight  into  the  laws  of  the  disease,  knows  that 
in  all  probability  he  would  have  recovered  unaided.  Medical  philoso- 
phers have  a  just  horror  of  the  post  hoc  ergo  propter  hoc  reasoning. 
The  laws  of  evidence  should  apply  as  strictly  to  a  medical  observation, 
as  to  a  trial  for  a  capital  crime.  Nothing  should  be  assumed.  The 
true  physician  guesses  at  nothing.  He  analyses  all  facts  before  him. 
By  reading  and  long  practice  he  learns  to  attribute  to  symptoms  their 
true  value.  We  say  he  guesses  at  nothing.  If,  therefore,  any  im- 
penetrable veil  is  thrown  over  a  case,  rendering  it  too  obscure  for  his 
acumen,  he  "  waits  for  developments."  He  never  acts  upon  an  un- 
certainty, never  administers  a  drug,  without  a  distinct  idea  of  the 
effect  to  be  produced,  and  its  bearing  upon  the  disease.  If  he  cannot 
do  this,  he  should  do  nothing,  or  resort  to  the  common  resource  of 
"calling  counsel." 

Now,  my  dear  Mrs.  Newlight,  it  does  not  follow,  because  your  in- 
teresting child  took  sugar  pills  antecedent  to  a  recovery  from  the 
measles,  that  the  pills  had  anything  to  do  with  its  cure.  Most  intel- 
ligent physicians  prescribe  nothing  for  this  disease,  save  the  recumbent 
posture,  and  light  diet.  And  so  of  the  greater  number  of  the  off- 
spring of  Pandora's  box.  They  are  themselves  curative,  and  need 
only  the  watchful  eye,  and  the  gentle  hand  of  the  physician,  without 
his  drugs. 

Why  then  employ  the  doctor  ?  Why  draw  down  upon  yourselves 
the  phlebotomy  of  my  bill  ?  Because  you  are  unskilled,  you  cannot 
estimate  the  importance  of  a  symptom.  The  case  that  is  trivial  to- 
day, may  be  moribund  to-morrow.  Call  your  physician  then,  not  as 
an  apothecary  anxious  to  sell  his  drugs,  but  as  an  observer  careful  to 
note,  and  quick  to  appreciate  ;  forewarned  and  forearmed,  and  ready 
to  meet  the  first  indication  of  danger  with  cautious  skill,  or  Napoleonic 
energy,  as  the  case  demands. 

But  we  are  blowing  our  owu  trumpet  in  self-glorification,  unmindful 
of  the  Jerichoan  walls  to  be  demolished.  Place,  then,  gaunt  quackery 
in  the  pillory,  and  send  home  your  missiles  of  argument  ! 

What  is  quackery  ?  That  which  pretends  to  more  than  it  can  ac- 
complish. Now  without  descending  to  details,  without  illustrating  by 
this  or  that  disease,  and  without  resort  to  professional  technicalities, 
we  propose  to  show  the  impossibility  of  any  exclusive  system  in  medi- 


486 


THE  NEW- YORK 


cine.  A  "system"  supposes  that  all  the  laws  of  disease  have  been 
investigated  and  ascertained  ;  that  some  great  principles  have  been 
evolved,  which  are  alike  applicable  to  all  phenomena  ;  that  we  have 
unerring  powers  of  diagnosis,  and  can  locate  with  certainty  a  disease, 
and  predicate  positively  its  character  and  tendencies ;  that  we  have 
certain  remedies,  whose  qualities  are  well  known,  and  whose  effects 
can  be  unfailingly  anticipated  ;  and  finally,  that  we  are  fully  aware  of 
all  the  influences,  climatic,  dietetic,  pertaining  to  regimen,  mental, 
constitutional,  and  medicinal,  which  are  acting  upon  our  patient.  Now 
not  one  of  all  these  necessary  precursors  of  certainty  and  system  is,  in 
the  full  sense  of  the  word,  attainable.  Disease  is  changeable — it  has, 
to  use  a  trite  allusion,  a  Protean  shape.  It  is  subject  to  unknown  in- 
fluences, geological,  topographical  and  epidemic,  which  we  cannot 
Estimate. 

All  this  is  in  accordance  with  the  manifestations  of  God's  will  to 
man.  For  His  own  allwise  purposes,  he  has  implanted  within  us  the 
seeds  of  decay,  which  must,  and  will  germinate.  So  it  is  that  medi- 
cine is  ever  reaching  for  that  beyond  its  grasp  ;  ever  stretching  its 
eager  hand  toward  the  impossible  ;  surmounting  one  difficulty  to  en- 
counter another  ;  but  yet,  not  walking  in  a  circle  ;  neither  defeated 
nor  discouraged  ;  ever  progressing,  and  acquiring  new  control  over 
human  suffering,  but  ever  as  it  seems  to  attain  its  long  sought  certainty, 
like  the  fruit  which  Tantalus  beheld,  it  evades  our  grasp.  Therefore 
it  is  that  medicine  can  have  no  .system,  for  system  implies  certainty. 

"What  then  shall  it  do  ?  Shall  it  sit  with  folded  hands  and  see  the 
tide  of  human  suffering  roll  by — upturned,  imploring  faces  of  strong 
men,  and  mothers  and  gentle  babes  shrieking  for  help,  unanswered — 
calling  for  Lethe,  but  in  vain  ? 

Not  so  !  For  if  we  have  not  a  system,  we  have  at  least  a  museum 
of  facts  vast  and  venerable  with  time,  in  which  the 

"  Clustering  ages  blend  their  common  toil." 

and  to  which  unwearied  modern  effort  is  constantly  adding.  We  have 
the  knowledge  of  anatomy  ;  we  have  an  imperfect,  but  still  valuable 
physiology :  teach  the  student  these  ;  tell  him  all  we  know  about 
disease  ;  teach  him  to  distinguish  one  from  another  ;  spread  before  him 
Our  vast  materia,  mcdica ;  tell  him  its  qualities,  and  its  varied  control 
Over  the  different  morbid  actions  ;  and  then  send  him  into  this  world 
of  sickness  to  wield  these  weapons  cautiously. 
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And  here  is  the  great  point  of  distinction  between  the  regular  pro- 
fession and  the  systemists.  The  latter  are  men  of  one  idea.  Let  us 
instance.  Homcepathy  says,  that  like  cures  like  ;  that  the  less  the 
cause  the  greater  the  effect.  Hydropathy  points  to  the  clear  running 
brook,  and  health-giving  fountain,  as  the  only  remedy  for  disease. 
The  Thompsonian  and  the  Eclectic  show  us  the  vast  array  of  the 
vegetable  materia  medica,  and  says,  These  alone  are  our  weapons." 
The  chronothermalist  insists  upon  periodicity  as  the  first  great  princi- 
ple of  all  diseases  ;  and  the  nostrum  vender  offers  his  panacea  with  the 
reckless  assurance  that  it  is  always  safe. 

Wherein  do  we  differ  from  these  sects  ?  Legitimate  medicine  refuses 
to  take  the  position  of  a  sect,  and  will  recognize  no  system,  until  the 
necessary  knowledge  of  its  formation  is  attained.  The  time  has  not 
come — in  all  probability  never  will  come,  when  we  can  have  general 
principles  in  medicine.  For  a  principle  must  have  no  exceptions,  and 
so  long  as  the  exception  exists  the  principle  is  erroneous  and  unsafe. 
Common  consent  has  given  to  a  rule  the  privilege  of  occasional  error, 
if  it  is  only  generally  right  ;  though  wherein  lies  the  philosophy  of  the 
motto  excejptio  jprobat  regulum,  we  could  never  discover.  To  each  of 
these  misnamed  systems  we  return  such  answers  as  these  :  We  say  to 
the  homoepath,  that  if  like  cnves  like,  so  also  do  contrary  causes  pro- 
duce cures.  The  coincidence  on  either  side  is  equal.  To  be  a  principle 
in  medicine,  your  degree  should  know  no  exception,  for  the  first  one 
may  cost  a  life,  or,  in  the  sequence  of  chances,  a  hundred  lives  in  suc- 
cession. Hence  the  danger  and  absurdity  of  devotion  to  a  theory.  .  .  . 
The  infinitesimal  notion  is  one  to  which  reasoning  cannot  apply.  The 
strongest  argument  against  it,  is  this — it  is  contradictory  of  an  axiom  ; 
of  the  self-evident  truth,  that  an  effect  will  be  great,  in  proportion  to 
the  greatness  of  its  cause.  This  is  what  is  called  a  first  truth,  an  in- 
nate, or  transcendental  idea  ;  which  has  the  force  of  higher  law,  and 
overrules  all  seeming  contradictions. 

Against  the  pluvious  doctrines  of  the  hydropath,  legitimacy  indues 
itself  in  india-rubber  garments  ;  and  thus  fortified  it  assures  him  of  the 
distinguished  consideration  in  which  it  holds  water  as  a  beverage,  and 
a  remedy.  Both  uses  arc  valuable  ;  but  shall  we,  because  water 
is  a  curative,  reject  all  other  remedies  ?  It  is  an  ancient  and  well- 
approved  curative.  We  have  before  us  a  certain  black-letter  tome,  in 
which  one  Nicholas  Cyrillus,  who  flourished  in  Naples  at  the  close  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  treats  learnedly  De  Usa  Frigidae  el  Frigi- 
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dorum  in  Fcbribus  ;  and  in  the  best  apothecaries'  Latin  discourses 
"  apud  liberaliorcm  usum  de  aquam"  in  fevers.  Water  is  one  of  our 
most  cherished  weapons,  stolen  from  our  armory  by  the  peasant  Preiss- 
nitz.  But  Preissnitz,  like  a  child  with  a  new  toy,  applied  it  to  all 
manner  of  illogical  and  contradictory  uses.  It  is  a  good  thing,  but 
shall  we  therefore  put  ourselves  to  soak  like  so  much  dirty  linen  ? 

To  the  Thompsonian  and  eclectic — par  nubile  fratrwi,  the  same  with 
a  difference.  It  argues  thus  :  You  have  some  good  notions,  my 
friends,  and  you  mean  that  the  world  shall  appreciate  their  merits  ;  but 
what  have  you  that  we  have  not  I  Did  you,  oh  wisest  of  all  Ononda- 
ga farmers,  invent  the  vapor  bath  ?  Was  lobelia  an  unknown  weed 
until  you  upset  your  stomach  with  it  ?  You  are  certainly,  (but  purely 
accidentally)  the  nearest  right  of  all  exclusive  schools,  but  why  con- 
fine yourself  to  one  arm  of  the  service  ?  It  is  very  well  to  have  dif- 
ferent forces,  but  in  a  well  conducted  war  we  need  horse,  foot,  and  dra- 
goons. Stick  valiantly  then  to  steam  and  lobelia  :  but  cast  not  aside 
as  useless,  those  other  and  gentler  means  provided  to  our  use. 

Jam  Satis.  Here  is  our  ground.  Legitimate  medicine  demands 
the  whole  domain  of  Nature,  in  which  to  seek  its  remedies.  The 
myriad  forms  of  vegetation,  the  peculiar  products  of  the  animal  king- 
doms, all  the  potent  revelations  which  chemistry  has  tortured  from  the 
thick-ribbed  earth  and  its  minerals  ;  air,  fire,  and  water  ;  diet,  regi- 
men, ventilation,  mental  stimulants,  and  mental  anaesthetics, — all  are 
its  remedies.  We  will  allow  no  theory  to  forbid  their  use,  and  when 
the  private  judgment  of  the  individual  practitioner  dictates  the  exhibi- 
tion of  any  one  of  them,  no  system  should  prevent  it.  The  private 
judgment  of  the  individual  is  the  only  safe  criterion,  and  he  should  be 
held  answerable  only  to  his  own  sense  of  right  and  wrong.  This  is  the 
soul  of  our  code  of  ethics.  All  that  our  associations  and  authoritative 
conventions  demand,  is,  that  each  should  concede  to  others  this  liberty 
of  opinion.  Such  is  the  republic  of  medicine,  truest  of  all  republics, 
holding  perfect  individual  freedom  consistent  with  the  safety  of  all. 

Permit  us,  patient  reader,  if  not  already  wearied  with  "much 
physic,"  to  tell  you,  ex  cathedra,  what  you  should  expect  from  your 
medical  adviser.  A  perfect  physician — one  competent  to  all  emer- 
gencies— is  an  impossibility.  Hence  the  frequent  necessity  for  con- 
sultations. The  labor  of  centuries  (were  so  long  a  term  conceded  to 
one  human  life)  would  be  insufficient  to  fill  the  memory  with  all  the 
facts  having  a  direct  or  indirect  bearing  upon  our  art,  and  necessary 
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to  its  highest  attainment.  But  this  does  not  imply  that  you  have  not 
a  very  good  physician  next  door.  He,  who,  having  many  facts,  has 
also  a  judgment  capable  of  applying  them,  is  the  safest  man  to  em- 
ploy. Choose,  therefore,  one  sensible  and  honest,  whose  discretion 
you  would  trust  in  ordinary  matters  ;  not  given  to  bestriding  hobbies, 
moderate  in  opinion,  quick  in  perception  and  calm  in  danger.  Let 
this  man  be  habitually  studious,  and  you  will  not  go  amiss.  Such  a 
man  will  deal  honestly  with  you,  and  wffl  inform  you  of  probabilities 
as  they  appear,  and  dangers  as  they  arise  :  and  when  his  skill  has 
eased  your  sufferings,  has  given  sleep  to  your  pillow,  or  composure  to 
your  mind  ;  when  it  has  (as  it  not  unfrequeutly  may)  rescued  you 
from  death  itself,  or  from  the  wretched  sequences  of  imperfect  cure, 
then  pay  him  liberally.  As  you  value  your  life,  shun  a  cheap  physi- 
cian. The  old  proverb  applies — "  Cheap  and  nasty,"  and  is  as  true 
of  doctors  as  of  drygoods. 

We  take  it  for  granted  that  we  are  addressing  generous  souls.  To 
secure  the  presence  of  talent  in  a  profession,  its  services  should  have 
a  high  cash  value.  But  no  other  profession  performs  so  much  unre- 
warded labor  ;  no  craft  displays  so  wide  a  charity.  In  nearly  all  of 
our  dispensaries,  and  in  very  many  hospitals,  the  larger  amount  of 
medical  service  is  performed  gratuitously  ;  and  it  is  from  individual 
labor  alone  that  the  physician  can  acquire  wealth.  He  can  delegate 
no  portion  of  his  functions  to  the  clerks  or  assistants.  This  is  ever  to 
us  a  painful  subject  for  reflection  ;  and  from  our  inmost  heart  goes 
up  the  groaning  supplication,  Ehm  !  Quamdui  Dominc  ! 

It  is  (and  we  thank  God  for  the  knowledge  of  a  truth  which  gives 
us  faith  in  human  nature) — it  is  our  privilege  to  know  many  men — 
physicians  in  the  deep  obscurity  of  country  villages,  or  in  the  deeper 
solitude  of  cities — men  great  in  mind  and  in  attainment,  pure  in  life 
and  charitable  in  heart,  contented  with  the  oblivion  which  surrounds 
them,  in  the  consciousuess  of  fulfilled  duty,  hiding  under  a  napkin 
those  talents  which  might  shine  gloriously  among  men,  yet  destined 
to  hear,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant  !"  from  the  Lord  of 
the  vineyard.  We  know  men  of  talents,  which  in  trade  would  make 
them  merchant  princes  ;  in  law  would  bring  them  honor  and  distinc- 
tion ;  or  who  in  literature  would  rank  as  stars  ;  toiling  night  and  day 
without  sleep,  or  that  Sabbath  rest  which  we  deny  not  to  the  beast 
of  burthen,  for  a  pittance  of  support,  unworthy  of  a  steamboat-run- 
ner's talents. 
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Toil  on,  oh  faithful  hearts,  by  fever-beds  and  rank  contagion  in  the 
hovels  of  the  poor  !  Better  than  gold  the  consciousness  of  doing 
good  ! 

Putnam '8  Magazine. 

RESPONSE. 

BY    OLIVER  WENDELL  HOLMES,  M.  D., 

To  the  following  Toast,  proposed  at  the  Entertainment  given  to  the 

American  Medical  Association,  by  the  Physicians  of  the  City  of 

New  York,  at  Metropolitan  Hall,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1853  : 

Toast — "  The  Union  of  Science  and  Literature— A  happy  marriage,  the  fruits  of 
which  are  nowhere  seen  to  better  advantage  than  in  our  American  Holmes." 

I  hold  a  letter  in  my  hand — 

A  flattering  letter — more's  the  pity — 
By  some  contriving  junto  planned, 

And  signed  per  order  of  Committee ; 
It  touches  every  tenderest  spot — 

My  patriotic  predilections — 
My  well-known — something — don't  ask  what — 

My  poor  old  songs — my  kind  affections  : — 

They  make  a  feast  on  Thursday  next, 

And  hope  to  make  the  feasters  merry — 
They  own  they're  something  more  perplext 

For  poets  than  for  port  and  sherry — 
They  want  the  men  of — (word  torn  out)  ; 

Our  friends  will  come  with  anxious  faces, 
(To  see  our  blankets  off,  no  doubt, 

And  trot  us  out  and  show  our  paces). 

They  hint  that  papers  by  the  score 

Are  rather  musty  kind  of  rations  : 
They  don't  exactly  mean  a  bore, 

But  only  trying  to  the  patience  ; 
That  such  as — you  know  who  I  mean — 

Distinguished  for  their — what  d'ye  call  em  ? — 
Should  bring  the  dews  of  Hippocrene 

To  sprinkle  on  the  faces  solemn. 

— The  same  old  story  ;  that's  the  chaff 

To  catch  the  birds  that  sing  the  ditties  ; 
Upon  my  soul  it  makes  me  laugh 

To  read  these  letters  from  Committees  ! 
They're  all  so  loving  and  so  fair- — 

All  for  your  sake  such  kind  compunction — 
'Twould  save  your  carriage  half  its  wear 

To  grease  its  wheels  with  such  an  unction  ! 
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Why,  who  am  I,  to  lift  me  here 

And  beg  such  learned  folk  to  listen — 
To  ask  a  smile  or  coax  a  tear 

Beneath  these  stoic  lids  to  glisten  ? 
— As  well  might  some  arterial  thread 

Ask  the  whole  frame  to  feel  it  gushing, 
While  throbbing  fierce  from  heel  to  head 

The  vast  aortic  tide  was  rushing. 

As  well  some  hair-like  nerve  might  strain 

To  set  its  special  streamlet  going, 
While  through  the  myriad-channelled  brain 

The  burning  flood  of  thought  was  flowing- 
Or  trembling  fibre  strive  to  keep 

The  springing  haunches  gathered  shorter, 
While  the  scourged  racer,  leap  on  leap, 

Was  stretching  through  the  last  hot  quarte 

Ah  me  !  you  take  the  bud  that  came 

Self-sown  in  your  poor  garden's  borders,. 
And  hand  it  to  the  stately  dame 

That  florists  breed  for,  all  she  orders  ; 
She  thanks  you — it  was  kindly  meant — 

(A  pale  affair  not  worth  the  keeping,—) 
Good  morning  ; — and  your  bud  is  sent 

To  join  the  tea  leaves  used  for  sweeping. 

JSfot  always  so,  kind  hearts  and  true, — 

For  such  I  know  are  round  me  beating- 
Is  not  the  bud  I  offer  you, — 

Fresh  gathered  for  the  hour  of  meeting — 
Pale  thongh  its  outer  robes  may  be, 

Rose-red  in  all  its  inner  petals, 
Where  the  warm  life  we  cannot  see— 

The  life  of  love  that  gave  it,  settles  ? 

We  meet  from  regions  far  away 

Like  rills  from  distant  mountains  streaming 
The  sun  is  on  Francisco's  bay, 

O'er  Chesapeake  the  lighthouse  gleaming  : 
While  summer  skirts  the  still  bayou 

With  every  leaf  that  makes  it  brighter, 
Monadnock  sees  the  sky  grow  blue 

And  clasps  his  crystal  bracelet  tighter. 

Yet  nature  bears  the  self-same  heart 
Beneath  her  russet-mantled  bosom, 
And  where,  with  burning  lips  apart, 
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She  breathes,  and  white  magnolias  blossom  : 
Ay  !  many  a  cheek  is  kindled  here 

With  morning's  (ire  as  richly  laden 
As  ever  Sultan  of  Cachemirc 

Kissed  from  a  sun-enameled  maiden  ! 

I  give  you  Home !  its  crossing  lines 

United  in  one  golden  suture, 
And  showing  every  day  that  shines 

The  present  growing  to  the  future, 
A  flag  that  bears  a  hundred  stars, 

In  one  bright  ring,  with  love  for  centre, 
Fenced  round  with  white  and  crimson  bars, 

No  prowling  treason  dares  to  enter  ! 

O  brothers,  home  may  be  a  word 

To  make  affection's  living  treasure- — 
The  wave  an  angel  might  have  stirred — 

A  stagnant  pool  of  selfish  pleasure  ; 
Home  !    It  is  where  the  day  star  springs 

And  where  the  evening  sun  reposes, 
Where'er  the  eagle  spreads  his  wings 

From  northern  climes  to  southern  roses  ! 


The  following  beautiful  tribute  to  Dr.  Chapman  was  addressed  to  him 
many  years  ago,  by  his  early  friend,  Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell,  who  after- 
wards and  still  worthily  fills  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  the 
same  chair  which  was  illustrated  for  a  long  period  by  Dr.  Chapman 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Its  republication,  at  the  present 
time,  will,  we  are  satisfied,  be  interesting  to  our  readers. 

DEDICATED  TO   X.   CHAPMAN,   M.  D. 

Dear  Doctor,  though  I  hae  the  will, 
I  fear  I  want  poetic  skill 

To  do  ye  muckle  credit  ; 
But  yet  I'll  imp  my  youthful  wing, 
And  o'  my  guid  preceptor  sing, 

Though  ye  y'erself  may  dread  it. 

I've  aften  wished  for  Burns's  pen, 
And  thochts  frae  Ramsay's  fairy  glen, 

To  do  ye  fitting  honor, 
But  tak  the  will  and  no  the  deed, 
My  muse,  the  jade,  awa  will  speed, 

Sae  I  maun  e'en  get  on  her. 
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Ah  !  weel  I  mind  when  first  I  saw 
Ye  laying  down  the  morbid  law 

0'  nature  to  the  student  ; 
The  dry  detail  and  dusty  lore, 
Brocht  frae  y'er  inexhausted  store, 
A  new  enchantment  you  lent. 

Frae  worthies  o'  the  aulden  time, 
To  those  wha  fiet  were  i'  their  prime, 

Ye  drew  y'er  rich  resources  ; 
And  last,  not  least,  frae  y'er  ain  sel, 
Baith  thochts  and  words  o'  magic  spell 

Adorn'd  y'er  ripe  discourses. 

Wi'  easy  grace  and  potent  sense, 
Clear  order,  a'  without  pretence, 

And  learning  without  show,  sir, 
Ye  charm'd  the  eye,  and  pleas'd  the  ear, 
And  made  y'er  thochts  sae  richly  clear,  ' 

The  darkest  truth  did  glow,  sir. ' 

But  faith,  I  scarce  believ'd  my  eyes  ; 
Ye  took  me,  sir,  wi'  sair  surprise, 

When  mang  y'er  friends  I  saw  ye 

Let  loose  the  wit  by  science  chain'd  

Humor  that  nae  ane  ever  pain'd  

Oh  !  thus  I'd  like  to  draw  ye  ! 

They  little  ken  ye  wha  hae  known 
Y'er  science  and  y'er  skill  alone, 

Though  they  are  mair  than  ample  : 
The  racy  pun,  rich  repartee, 
The  gushing  joke  frae  malice  free, 

Wad  na  complete  the  sample. — 

But  better  far,  a  heart  that  ne'er 
Did  o'er  a  human  ill  forbear 

To  heave  a  feeling  sigh, 
That  readily  forgave  a  foe, 
And  never  dealt  a  jealous  blow, 

In  keenest  rivalry. 

Mair  I  might  say,  but  this  I  fear 
E'en  frae  a  friend  ye'll  hardly  bear, 

Sae  I'll  nae  mair  offend  ye  '; 
Though  if  ae  man  beside  y'erscl 
Says  that  the  truth  I  dinna  tell 

That  man  has  never  kenn'd  ye. 

J.  K.  Mitchell. 


THE  NEW- YORK 


GAL-EOPATHY, 

BY  JOHN  0.  PAXK. 

I  saw  a  lady  yesterday, 

A  regular  "  M.  D.," 
Who'd  taken  from  the  Faculty 

Her  medical  degree  ; 
And  I  thought  if  ever  I  was  sick 

My  doctor  she  should  be  ! 

I  pity  the  deluded  man, 

Who  foolishly  consults 
Another  man  in  hopes  to  find 

Such  magical  results, 
As  when  a  pretty  woman  lays 

Her  hand  upon  his  pulse  ? 

I  had  a  strange  disorder,  once, 

A  kind  of  chronic  chill, 
That  all  the  doctors  in  the  town, 

With  all  their  vaunted  skill, 
Could  never  cure,  I'm  very  sure, 

With  powder  nor  with  pill ; 

I  don't  know  what  they  call'd  it 
In  their  pompous  terms  of  Art, 

Nor  if  they  thought  it  mortal 
In  such  a  vital  part ; 

I  only  know  'twas  reckoned 

"  Something  icy  round  the  heart !" 

A  lady  came— her  presence  brought 

The  blood  into  my  ears  ; 
She  took  my  hand— and  something,  like 

A  fever  now  appears  1 
Great  Galen— I  was  all  aglow, 

Though  I'd  been  cold  for  years  ! 

Perhaps  it  isn't  every  case 
That's  fairly  in  her  reach  ; 

But  should  I  e'er  be  ill  again 
I  fervently  beseech 

That  I  may  have,  for  life  or  death, 
A  lady  for  my  "  leech  !" 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  IN  LONDON. 

In  a  former  number  of  this  Journal,  we  copied  an  article  from  a 
London  correspondent  of  the  Dublin  Medical  Press,  describing  the 
condition  of  the  Medical  profession  in  the  English  metropolis.  We 
now  give  a  quotation  from  the  same  source,  in  which  the  Medical 
examinations  in  London  are  noticed.  We  beg  leave  to  commend  the 
following  extract  to  those  who  are  fond  of  disparaging  the  course 
pursued  in  this  country  in  determining  the  qualifications  of  candidates 
for  the  medical  degrees,  by  a  comparison  with  the  European  customs. — 
Ed.  Bnf.  Med.  Journal. 

"  Examinations,  particularly  at  the  College,  are  notoriously  a 
sham.  Nine  men,  or  nineteen,  (so  goes  the  story,)  at  present  go  up 
from  Bartholomew's,  and  sporting  bets  are  laid  against  Mr.  Guthrie 
that  the  entire  batch  passes.  One  celebrated  grinder  risks  any  sum 
that  he  will  get  a  man  who  knows  absolutely  nothing,  and  pass  him 
in  three  months.  All  oldish  men  pass  as  a  matter  of  course  ;  the 
Board,  with  paternal  solicitude,  say,  "If  this  fellow  does  not  pass 
and  pay  us  his  twenty  guineas,  he  is  sure  to  waste  it,  and  practice  as 
a  quack."  Such  the  moral  hold  of  Examining  Boards  and  Colleges 
on  the  mass  of  English  students.  King's  College  men  say  they  are 
'  plucked,'  because  one  of  their  men  puzzled  the  College  itself  about 
some  '  pin-hole '  question  of  the  bones  of  the  face  ;  while  the  St. 
George's  and  Guy's  men  count  their  chances  on  the  Examination 
Board  with  the  same  certainty  that  one  counts  votes  on  a  division  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Of  course,  in  the  select  society  of  all  grind- 
ers and  grinding  students,  there  are  stories  of  this  kind  ;  but  in  Lon- 
don it  pervades  every  thing,  in  the  schools  and  museums.  We  were 
shown  a  common  sailor  who  passed  in  one  of  these  last  batches  at  the 
college  ;  this  would  be  impossible  in  Dublin.  In  all  this,  however,  we 
would  wish  to  be  understood  as  attacking  a  system,  not  individual 
members  of  the  Board,  whom  we  hold  in  highest  esteem." 


The  Advice  Gratis  System. 

[The  following  articles  from  the  London  Lancet,  are  worthy 
of  an  attentive  perusal,  as  setting  forth  the  evil  and  mischiefs 
of  gratuitous  services,  rendered  to  the  British  public  by  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  London,  The  same  system  is  equal- 
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ly  reprehensible  here,  and  its  ruinous  results  alike  upon  orrj 
character  and  the  interests  of*  the  profession  in  this  country, 
are  equally  apparent ;  especially  in  its  grinding  effect  upon 
the  younger  members  of  the  fraternity. 

We  commend  these  articles  to  our  readers,  portions  of  which 
we  have  italicized,  for  reasons  which  will  be  obvious.] 

GRATUITOUS  ADVICE. 

TO  THK  EDITOR  OK  THE  LANCET. 

Sir, — The  subject  of  the  gratuitous  services  rendered  by  the  pro- 
fession in  this  country,  ami  the  very  inadequate  payments  made  in 
those  cases  where  salaries  are  attached  to  public  medical  appoint- 
ments, demands  the  serious  attention  of  the  profession,  and  thanks 
arc  due  to  you  for  opening'  your  columns  to  a  discussion  of  this  crying 
grievance.  The  evil  is  not  confined  to  dispensaries  and  Poor-law  ap- 
pointments, but  exists  even  in  the  situations  held  and  eagerly  sought 
for  by  the  leaders  in  the  profession.  When  men  like  Travcrs,  Green, 
Roots,  &(•.,  consider  it  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  hold  appointments, 
and  perform  onerous  duties,  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  which 
cannot  be  overrated,  receiving  as  the  only  direct  payment  a  salary 
that  would  be  indignantly  refused  by  a  fashionable,  footman,  it  is  easy 
to  understand  how  the  example  reacts  on  younger  and  less-noted  mem- 
bers of  the  profession. 

The  hospital  in  which  I  served  a  five  years'  apprenticeship,  (one  of 
the  oldest,  richest,  and  largest  in  the  metropolis,)  had  at  the  time, 
1835-40,  a  staff  consisting  of  three  surgeons  and  three  physicians, 
the  salary  attached  to  each  of  these  appointments  was  £40  a  year, 
paid  quarterly.  The  really  remunerative  part  of  tho  appointment 
was  indirect,  and  consisted  of  sums  extracted  as  fees  from  the  pupils. 
The  general  expenditure  at  this  hospital  exceeded  £20,000  a  year  ;  out 
of  which  the  sum  allowed  for  the  medical  and  surgical  staff  (without 
which  the  institution  would  have  been  not  a  hospital  but  a  poor-house, 
therefore  the  very  soul  and  essence  of  the  establishment)  was  £240 
a  year,  divided  amongst  six  of  the  most  efficient  members  of  the  pro- 
fession. Like  starving  individuals  among  the  lower  animals,  they 
stayed  their  appetites  by  preying  upon  their  young,  (as  it  were,)  in- 
creasing the  miserable  stipend  by  extracting  from  the  pupils  large  fees 
for  dresserships,  hospital  attendance,  &c. 

Do  not  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  managers  of  the  hospital  were 
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so  over-careful  of  its  funds  in  order  that  the  largest  possible  amount 
might  be  expended  on  the  suffering  patients— oh  dear  no  !  The  said 
hospital  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  a  parish,  and  contained  the 
parish  church  within  its  walls.  The  extra  hospital  parishioners  must 
have  been  less  than  a  dozen  in  number— surely  it  might  be  supposed 
that  the  rector  of  this  parish  and  his  curate  might  (for  it  is  not  a  bad 
living)  have  performed  the  clerical  duties,  instead  of  which  there  were 
at  that  time,  and  I  believe  still  is,  a  hospital  chaplain  with  a  salary  of 
several  hundreds  a  year,  and  even  an  assistant  chaplain,  receiving  also 
a  large  annual  payment.  At  the  time  I  was  student,  the  dinners 
eaten  by  the  Treasurer  and  friends  (I  think  the  medical  staff  were 
invited)  on  the  days  of  auditing  the  accounts,  cost  the  hospital  more 
annually  than  all  the  medical  and  surgical  staff  combined.  The  salaries 
at  this  institution  have  since  that  period  been  increased,  but  only  by 
making  the  surgeons  and  physicians  give  up  the  pupils'  fees  to  the 
general  fund,  and  receiving  them  back  in  the  shape  of  increased 
salary. 

Taking  these  high  appointments  as  starting  points,  the  rationale  of 
the  tariff  of  payment  becomes  evident.  Full  surgeon  to  a  large  hos- 
pital £40  a  year.  Ditto  to  dispensary,  an  annual  vote  of  thanks. 
Ditto  to  a  Poor-law  district,  the  sum  he  expends  in  drugs,  horse,  &c. 

The  whole  system  is  faulty,  and  requires  entire  remodelling.  The 
emoluments  received  by  medical  men  are  so  inadequate,  thatl  really 
believe  they  amount  to  less  than  their  expenditure,  the  balance  being 
made  up  by  the  proceeds  from  private  property  held  by  them.  In  aH 
other  businesses  the  amount  received  over  the  expenditure  accumulates, 
and  constitutes  wealth.  I  believe  there  is  no  such  fund  accumulating 
amongst  the  profession  as  a  body  ;  that  they  are  getting  poorer,  and 
vast  numbers  are  either  partly  supported  by  property  bequeathed  by 
extra  professional  parents,  or  assistance  rendered  to  them  by  friends 
and  relatives  engaged  in  more  lucrative  paths  of  life. 

Do  not  let  the  subject  drop  ;  it  is  deeply  interesting  to  the  profes- 
sion, and  the  opinions  you  have  expressed  in  your  leaders  will  be 
heartily  echoed  throughout  the  country. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  Mui.tum  Restat 

July,  1853. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet. 
Sib,— The  abolition  of  gratuitous  assistance  from  the  profession 
appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  vital  and  important  subjects  which  can 
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claim  attention  at  the  present  moment,  and  I  for  one  would  lend  my 
every  energy  to  organize  a  society,  having  for  its  object  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  hydra-headed  monster — informc,  ingens,  cui  lumen  ademption. 

Gratuitous  advice  is  a  senseless  abomination,  which  yields  no  profit, 
and  cats  into  the  very  vitals  of  those  who  engage  in  it.  The  more 
closely  it  is  examined,  the  more  rotten  does  the  system  appear.  The 
finest  talents  have  been  prostituted  to  its  baleful  influence.  Practice, 
except  in  a  few,  very  few  instances,  is  seldom  obtained  ;  and  its  most 
devoted  slaves,  those  who  have  toiled  long  and  arduously  in  our  me- 
tropolitan hospitals  and  dispensaries,  would,  1  am  sure,  candidly  con- 
fess how  few  patients  can  be  traced  to  their  unwearying  performance 
of  unpaid  duties.  If  this  axiom  be  founded  on  fact,  what  fools  arc 
they  or  we  to  pamper  to  the  depraved  and  morbid  appetite  of  the 
public  !  Is  there  one  single  article  besides  provided  at  our  many  no- 
ble institutions  gratuitously  ?  If  the  baker,  the  butcher,  the  water  com- 
pany, the  livendrapcr,  the  lawyers,  supply  their  wares  gratis,  by  all 
means  let  our  advice  be  tendered  in  a  like  spirit,  and  let  us  vie  one 
with  another  in  charity,  but  sunt  cerli  (Unique  fines  t/uos  ultra  citraqu* 
nequ.it  consistere  rectum. 

The  proposition  I  have  to  make  is  this  : — 

1st.  To  organize  a  society,  to  be  called  "  The  Auti-Gratis  Society," 
whose  object  shall  be,  by  committees,  to  wait  upon  every  member  of 
the  profession  practising  gratuitously  or  for  nominal  salaries,  and  to 
request  him  to  abandon  the  practice.  Then  to  publish  pamphlets 
urging  in  the  strongest  terms  the  good  to  be  derived  from  the  aboli- 
tion of  all  sign-boards  which  lead  the  public  to  imagine  that  they  can 
obtain  advice  for  nothing. 

2nd.  To  call  upou  every  legalized  member  of  the  profession  to  aban- 
don their  shops,  which  are  a  fruitful  source  of  disappointment  and 
disgust.  In  a  day—within  a  post — the  whole  profession  could  be- 
come erect.  At  a  specified  time  the  members  of  our  body  should 
strike  a  blow  which  shall  be  remembered  for  ever.  There  should  be 
no  hesitation  or  drawing  back.  We  could  afford  to  subscribe  for  all 
cases  of  individual  hardships  ;  and  on  a  certain  day  every  club  and 
union  appointment  should  be  given  up  to  the  authorities  who  have  so 
long  insulted  us  by  their  parsimonious  salaries. 

To  carry  out  Free-Trade  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  was  readily 
subscribed  ;  to  emancipate  our  profession  ten  thousand  would  be 
amply  sufficient  to  meet  every  emergency,  and  to  erase  the  wrong. 
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If  ever  there  was  a  time  roo;e  propitious  than  another,  it  is  this.  On 
all  sices  tjhe  people  are  p.'cspc.  or.-  and  thriving.  The  poor  are  but  a 
unit  o£  the  population  r.iieveC.»re  wc  sho.  id  commit  very  I  title  hyustu'e 
towards  L  'e-'i.  Gy  withdrawing  oar  e!eemos> *ary  aid  we  should 
rai.se  the  standard  and  sone  of  molality  amongst  the  wo  hmg  classes, 
and  prevent  thera  from  10  •»,:  \g  into  pauperism  at  every  gust  of  sick- 
ness, for  we  have  paupeil^ec  many  a  thousand  by  the  reacVness  with 
which  we  have  it.ngi.-t  them  to  accept  our  charity.  Our  hospitals 
would  no  longer  become  the  iesting-piace  of  the  lazy,  and  then*  funds 
swallowed  rip  n  the  dissipated  D'ves  would  make  way  for  Lazarus, 
and  the  crumbs  wine'  iu-.ve  fahen  from  the  ich  mans  table  would  be 
consumed  >y  deserving  out-  is.  Alas,  what  deadful  waste  does  an 
unpaid  medical  oSPccv  i>i::.>:  upon  t.-ese  i  siiintio-is  !  For  the  good- 
will of  a  -ew  favor  e<  servants  of  I  te  subscribers,  he  squanders  with 
unsptiiiig  hand  qui-"  e;  s^tton  chops,  flagons  of  w-ne,  and  seas  of 
Barclays  bee:-.  Ohlorotic  so;  vinr-maids  -are  retained  for  months  un- 
der treatment;  fever  case  are  po'suned  with  w;,ie ;  and  syphilitic 
clerks  are  sar^ts-iocuied  fcc  the?-"  hearts'  content.  The  worl  bouse 
wards  arc  all  the  ti-^c  pregnant  with  d  seases  of  the  most  dvead-ul 
caste.  wL'ieh  aie  all  fli-physuked  and  Pl-fed.  because  abandoned  by 
physician  w.-iosc  only  carr.  r  to  get  iecommer.daiioii  where  they  can- 
not obtaii)  ps  y. 

In  thus  aaii  '.adverting  u  on  our  hospital  system,  I  mean  no  disre- 
spect to  the  en  moos  uijrhly-giftcd  arc  Iaboiious  g^nt'eraen  who 
for  the  most  part  oecnpj  the  rest?;  in  these  insii'uaoi,?.  'Iney  would 
do  w if  an  oigaMzciiop.  i?  effected,  volm  if  illy  to  come  fo-'ward 
and  tender  al'i  the  advice  W'dch  v  ei  e.  pe  >•< *  affords.  Some,  I 
dare  say.  hayc  da  e  well  in  giving  grati  '.\»r  adv.'  ■  •  but  others  can 
tell  a  Ciiuorcrt  tale— a  tale  o:  m'd  »g!ii  tr-T.  and  broken  piv  3.  and 
wearied  spirit.  Abolish  Ehc  yster  aac"  i!."»y  Woulrl  find  much  glory 
in  the  act;  they  woulc  sec  a  r.ob'e  and  c^o-io/s  o'.ofessioji  spi'ng 
from  the  Slough  or  De?]  0  .  i,  a  <  moasb  to  >  imnaelefar  higher  than 
any  other  prbfesEtor  has  yet  a^e.?  >.ect.  We  should  rrt  be  advertised 
for  by  a  Cftiorlej  clergyman  o  lie-,  so  cheap  ly  Eehrate  guardians. 
We  can  chaUeugi  a  Ohoriej  d  c.  m  cqhcfl  s-o«  and  say  that  no 
minister  of  inC  GOspe  <  rci.  pcrCoi  :3d  his  rlri  -  so  we1'  ac  the  meanest 
Poor-law  doctor  »  ••.  a  0.  h-ber  •  io  I'etaliete  at  ti-'s  radfguity.  A 
lover  of  our  Church  aw  its  wors;'5]  irkei  carr-e<  os  without  absurd- 
ity am"  nonsensical  whimsicality,  1  cannot,  &  1  nceted  u  I  nave  been 
for  years  with  U  nion  practice,  lei  t)  is  opportunity  slip  without  saving 
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that  tfic  sick-beds  of  the  poor  are  abominably  neglected  by  the  village 
pastors.  Thousands  have  died  without  a  visit  or  a  friendly  word  at 
parting  ;  young  women  with  a  frail  accouchement  unreproved  lie  in 
again  ;  bereaved  mothers  pray  for  a  second  loss,  for  they  have  no  one 
to  tell  them  of  the  value  of  each  human  life  ;  and  to  the  spiritual 
destitution  of  the  poor  in  sic  kness  can  be  traced  much  of  their  future 
degradation  and  abasement. 

Sat  verbum  tapientibus. 
I  remain,  Sir,  with  every  respect, 

Yours  obediently, 
Trinity-street,  July,  1853.  Medicus. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet. 
Sir —The  infatuation  of  the  present  generation  of  medical  practi- 
tioners, whether  they  profess  surgery,  medicine,  or  midwifery,  for  giv- 
ing gratuitous  advice  is  so  great,  that  I  question  whether  any  very 
material  change  can  be  effected  unless  the  injured  members  of  a  liberal 
body  come  forward,  and  determii>e  the  extent  to  which  the  public  shall 
victimize  both  them  and  us.  I  have  paid  very  great  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  I  am  in  a  position  to  prove  that  those  who  are  giving  gra- 
tuitous advice,  are  themselves  the  greatest  cwmies  to  the  profession  and  the 
public  also.  When  any  professional  brother  goes  into  the  out-patients' 
room,  he  sees  scores  and  scores  prescribed  for  by  the  hour  by  the 
attendant  surgeon.  Here  comes  a  case  of  iritis.  "  Go  home,"  says 
the  surgeon,  "  put  on  some  of  this  lotion,  and  take  the  pills,  and  come 
this  day  week."  The  patient  comes,  but  the  eye  has  been  irretrievably 
lost  during  this  eventful  period.  A  physician  orders  some  soothing 
medicine  for  a  cough,  attended  with  slight  pain  in  the  side.  In  his 
hurry  and  bustle— for  there  is  always  hurry  aud  bustle  in  these 
slaughter  places— he  takes  out  no  stethoscope,  he  applies  no  ear  •  all 
he  says  is,  "  do  this,"  and  she  doeth  it.  On  an  admission  day  we' find 
this  young  woman  brought  in  exhausted.  She  is  ordered  to  bed  ;  she 
dies.  And  what  do  we  find  ?  Sudden  and  active  effusion  into  the 
pleura,  which  might  and  would  have  been  avoided  had  she  had  that 
attention  which  these  noble  institutions  hold  out  to  the  gazing  multi- 
tude. I  hold  that  the  hospitals  with  their  present  inefficient  staffs 
destroy  the  prospects  of  every  youth  who  goes  for  education,  by  de- 
priving him  of  the  patients  which  ought  to  fall  to  his  share  when  he 
has  completed  his  education  ;  and  I  hold  ako  that  the  gross  and  care- 
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less  manner  in  which  the  patients  are  prescribed  for  damages  the  pro- 
fession's repute  ten  thousand  times  more  than  the  prescribing  of  -the 
chemist  and  the  quack. 

And  in  the  words  we  see  physicians  and  surgeons,  too  old  to  learn 
and  too  negligent  to  teach,  going  round  from  clay  to  day,  scribbling 
their  formulae,  and  persisting  in  their  absurdities.  Do  we  not  leant 
that  there  is  a  rottenness  about  our  system,  which  must  be  rooted  out 
before  physic  and  physicians  take  the  position  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world  which  they  and  it  should  enjoy  ? 

I  have  embarked  in  an  anti-gratuitous  crusade,  but  I  modify  it  by 
charity.  If  the  crusade  is  just,  let  those  who  hold  the  appointments 
represent  to  the  governors  who  employ  them  the  necessity  for  the 
greatest  discretion  in  giving  orders  to  applicants,  and  to  no  one  in  the 
receipt  of  more  than  fifteen  shillings  per  week.  I  once  was  at  a  Charity 
(miscalled),  and  a  welldressed  woman  with  a  child  came  in  ;  her  looks 
and  dress  did  not  betoken  poverty,  but  the  reverse.  After  prescribing 
to  a  governor's  order,  she  asked  me  if  I  was  going  to  attend  at  another 
infirmary  in  an  opposite  direction  ;  for  if  so  she  would  meet  me  with 
another  fair-haired  daughter  who  was  at  a  hoarding-school.  My  blood 
ran  cold  and  chill.  The  other  applicants  selected  for  notice  consisted 
of  the  following  poor  class : — Beer-shop  keeper  ;  order  given  by  a 
large  brewer.  Foreman  to  a  large  building-yard  ;  wages  j£2  per 
week.  Dressmaker  with  apprentices  under  her.  A  person  renting  a 
£35  house,  let  to  lodgers.  The  servant  of  a  highly  respectable  man 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Charity.  To  see  a  really  destitute  case  was  a 
comparative  relief,  when  the  idea  is  constantly  present  to  one's  mind, 
that  the  very  people  ought  out  of  their  earnings  to  maintain  three  or 
four  medical  men  at  least. 

Nor  is  London  the  only  place  or  the  only  city  where  medical  chance 
subverts  and  overturns  the  reasonable  calculations  of  the  aspirants  to 
medical  position.  A  young  man  recently  from  the  hospitals  selects  a 
place  where  there  is  a  population  working  and  industrious  and  well 
paid  ;  he  takes  a  union  where  he  fixes  himself,  and  begins  life  with  a 
firm  determination  to  earn  his  salt.  The  union  gives  him  plenty  of 
work  of  the  lowest  class  ;  but  out  of  the  vast  numbers  working 
around  him  he  does  not  find  ten  come  to  him  per  annum  to  pay.  "  I 
have  made  a  good  cure  of  Dobson's  leg,"  says  he  to  a  patient ;  "how 
comes  it  no  one  else  sends  for  me  except  by  a  parish  order  ?"  "  Why," 
says  Jackson,  "  I'll  tell  ye.    If  you  go  to  the  station  of  a  morning, 
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at  9  o'clock,  or  go  on  the  road  to  market,  you'll  see  most  of  1'ie  folk 
herjc  goi  ig  to  Dr.  Williams  or  S",;lh,  or  to  the  boqgfts]  where  ihey 
can  get  advice  and  medicine  for  naught.  rJ?bafs whj  you  don't  get 
much,  and  never  will."  Thus  are  our  istfiuiioE']  and  even  our  own 
professional  brethren  made  ihc  means  of  destroying  even  spark  of 
success,  whilst  from  day  10  day  hundreds  are  being  shoved  into  the 
profession,  by  a  system  of  examinaiio  i  alike  disgraceful  lo  the  exam- 
iners and  the  esam'ned.  The  abominrMy  saroiess  mode  of  passing 
men  by  the  Co"ege  of  Jurgeonff,  the  Apothecaries  Oorapanyj  and  the 
College  of  Physicians,  causes  e  crowd  of  men  eadv  to  i;afcte  every- 
thing which  another  rejects  because  of  'is  loathsomeness  :  if  a  Poor- 
law  appointment  is  thrown  up  for  lis  'ovnpj'  g  qualities,  a  dozen 
applicants  aie  sure  to  fight  for  :i  l3ni  this  systen  ■  am>ot  be  pursued 
for  ever,  and  J  am  sanguine  con- It  to  be  .ere  thai  be  profession  has 
arrived  at  thao  suite  in  which  some.' in %  ■<n- .  ue  done. 

We  must  either  abandon  our  ncsi.' ■  >f  soieifce  and  sink 
to  the  degradation  in  which  the  •ii'b"-.  :s  e/cv  wd]  1  p  ess  na down, 
or  we  must  be  up  and  doing     We  :><.•  dre  '  a  ^Hiieftiprdy  and 

independent  manner,  and  firm!}  ''csis;;  tie  en  .  ><  <  >  •  i  which  ihe 
public  are  daily  making  upon  rur  chai  t*  aid  mo  jj  apathy:  We 
muot  point  oat  by  pamphlets  the  ev'ls  which  medi<  al  men  do  to  each 
other  by  their  indiscriminate  re1;.ef. 

It  may  be  said,  J>e  governors  give  ihe  oidms,  we  c.a  iuoJ  mterfere. 
I  ha\e  heard  this  reply  frequently  to  my  observation v  1  eovtend  that 
the  profession  has  a  right  to  put  a  stop  in  every  case  to  what  is  an 
abuse  of  charity  ;  no  man  has  a  ri«hi  tamely  lO  -it  down  and  prescribe 
for  patients  whom  he  knows  well  enough  can  afford  to  pay  for  the 
assistance  which  they  ask.  If  radical  men  shut  their  eye  wilfully  to 
a  sin,  they  are  guilty  of  encouraging  it.  v¥e  must  organisse,  and  by 
committee,  watch  our  hospitals  and  our  hospital  men,  and  call  upon 
the  governors  h  oar  coUeetive  caoatitj  to  p  wer  for  such  and  such 
cases  where  relief  has  been  grvea  intliscrmi  lately  •  a  id  it  would  be 
perfectly  proper  and  feasible  In  nry  opimon  Q;op]  ';>ue  to  lime  to  pub- 
lish and  warn  practitioners  aga:  tst  Ill-paid  a?.d  ruin  as  positions. 

I  am  certain  of  this,  that  a  combiiation  of  men  devoted  to  the 
uprooting  of  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  ihi  \$a,  warning  some  who  are 
careless  of  maintaining  our  posit'on  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  relieving 
others,  from  the  heavy  burdens  of  pavoehial  charge,  by  remuneration 
equal  to  the  loss  of  siiuatlon,  would  tend  to  develope  a  unity  of  pur 
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pose  which  no  one  could  assai]  with  impunity.  I  advocate  no  unbe- 
coming strike,  nor  should  the  change  which  is  broached  produce 
alarm  ;  it  is  a  scheme  which  will  direct  the  young  beginner  to  more 
fruitful  fields  ;  it  will  warn  against  the  acceptance  of  berths  in  ships, 
which  are  fruitful  only  in  disgust ;  it  will  advise  against  the  accept- 
ance of  Poor-law  appointments,  and  collect  information  for  the  better 
guidance  of  the  novice  :  but,  above  all,  the  Society's  attention  will 
be  directed  to  suppress  all  those  hospital  appointments  which  are  now 
unpaid  ;  it  will  urge  governors  to  make  motions  for  a  change,  and  in 
the  numerous  occupations  which  the  Anti-Advice-Gratis  Society  will 
have  to  perform,  none  will  be  greater  than  in  giving  that  which  its 
name  would  take  away. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Aug.  1853'.  Ai.rHA. 
P.  S. — One  of  my  correspondents  has  pointed  out  the  great  evil  of 
giving  advice  gratuitously  at  the  physicians"  and  surgeons'  men  houses. 
To  correct  this  will  be  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Society,  but  it  must 
be  done  collectively.  It  is  a  most  discreditable  abuse,  and  I  have 
heard  of  one  physician-accoucheur  who  patronises  this  form  of  female 
worship,  specularizes  nine  women  and  prescribes  for  fifty  well-dressed 
women  a  morning  for  nothing.  In  fact,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that 
the  profession  have  lost  a  very  serious  amount  of  reverence  from  this 
cause  alone.  Not  long  since,  whilst  on  a  slight  tour,  a  patient  of 
mine  consulted  one  of  these  uterine  physicians.  He  told  her  she  had 
all  the  nerves  of  the  womb  paralysed,  and  submitted  her  to  manual 
examination.  Now,  I  can  safely  say  no  woman  in  the  world  has  less 
the  matter  with  her  ;  but  she  was  advised  to  go  to  the  doctor,  who 
would  charge  nothing,  as  a  dozen  other  of  her  friends  had  done  ;  and 
the  doctor  gets  credit  by  a  pure  system  of  gulling  by  decoy  ducks. 
This  person's  husband  rented  a  house  at  above  .£50,  and  was  as  well 
able  to  pay  me  as  any  of  my  best  patients. 


THE  HOSPITALS  OF  PARIS. 

Medical  men  are  naturally  interested  in  the  admirable  institutions 
for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity,  which  have  been  founded  by  pri- 
vate and  public,  munificence  in  Europe,  and  in  France,  on  a  greater 
scale  than  elsewhere,  and  will  perhaps  excuse  a  somewhat  extended 
description  of  a  few  of  the  mor»>  noted  establishments  of  this  character. 
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1  ii  Paris  there  arc  hospitals  devoted  to  every  age,  and  sex  and  dis- 
ease.* The  Maison  d'accouchement  receives  women  about  to  become 
mothers  ;  the  Hospice  des  Enfants-Trouves  receives  new  born  children, 
and,  if  they  are  abandoned,  they  are  adopted  by  the  state  until  they 
arc  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  hospital  des  Enfanls-Malades  offers 
an  asylum  for  children  from  two  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  of  both  sexes. 
There  are  numerous  general  hospitals  for  adults,  and  special  hospitals 
for  thoss  whose  diseases  require  a  peculiar  treatment.  Thus,  St.  Louis 
is  chiefly  devoted  to  skin  diseases  ;  the  Lourcine,  to  female  venereal 
patients  ;  the  llopital  du  Midi,  to  male  venereal  patients.  The  Salpe- 
triere  and  the  Bicetrc  are  consecrated  to  the  treatment  of  insanity 
Old  age  has  its  male  and  female  asylum.  There  is  an  hospital  for 
incurable  men,  and  another  for  incurable  women.  The  Hospital  des 
Quinze-Vingts  contains  BOO  blind  adults,  with  their  families  :  the  Na- 
tional Blind  Asylum,  8G0  blind  children. 

These  institutions,  only  a  few  of  which  we  have  specified  are  all 
governed  by  the  administration  of  public  charity,  which  is  composed 
of  twenty-six  members,  and  a  director-general  appointed  by  the  min- 
ister of  the  interior.  The  director  is  assisted,  in  the  immense  task 
of  administering  the  public  charity  of  Paris,  by  chiefs  of  bureaux,  and 
a  multitude  of  clerks.  He  controls  the  twelve  million  three  hundred 
thousand  francs,  which  is  the  annual  revenue  which  the  government 
allots  to  the  city  hospitals. 

The  administration  receives  annually  upward  of  80,000  patients 
into  the  hospitals  ;  provides  for  4600  foundlings  at  the  hospital,  and 
15,000  in  the  country  ;  and  succors  over  30,000  poor  families. 

The  deaths  at  the  hospitals  show  that  the  mortality  of  classes  lead- 
ing a  sedentary  life  is  much  greater  than  that  of  classes  working  in 
the  open  air  ;  and,  2dly,  that  it  is  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  amount 
of  salary.  Misery,  therefore,  not  only  imposes  privations,  but  it  short- 
ens life. 

The  Bureau  central,  near  Notre-Dame,  regulates  the  admission  of 
patients  at  the  hospitals.  The  physicians  and  surgeons  composing 
this  bureau,  are  appointed  by  concours,  and  the  medical  staffs  of  the 
hospitals  are  recruited  from  among  them.  Patients  apply  at  this  bu- 
reau, are  carefully  examined,  and  sent  to  the  most  suitable  hospital. 


*The  facts  here  related  have  been  derived  partly  from  a  late  number  of  the  MoniUUr 
partly  from  Sachaille's  Medical  Biography,  aud  partly  from  personal  observation. 
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La  Pitie.  By  an  edict,  of  1612,  Louis  XI II.  decreed  that  the  men- 
dicants of  the  capital  should  be  confined,  since  their  number  disturbed 
the  public  tranquility.  Many  houses  were  bought  for  this  purpose, 
and  particularly  that  called  Jcii-dc-Paumc  de  la  Trinile,  which  received 
the  name  of  Pitie,  because  its  chapel  was  under  the  invocation  of 
N6tre-Dame-de-Pitie.  In  1657,  the  Salpetricre  haying  been  assigned 
to  infirm  mendicants,  the  children  of  these  last,  and  orphans  of  both 
sexes,  were  placed  in  La  Pitie  ;  the  girls  were  taught  to  read,  write, 
and  sew.  Subsequently  foundlings  and  orphans  indiscriminately  found 
there  an  asylum,  and  were  taught  tome  trade.  During  the  revolution, 
these  poor  children  were  called  dives  de  la  patrie  !  In  1809  they  were 
transferred  to  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  and  La  Pitie  became  a  gen- 
eral hospital, 

At  that  date  it  contained  but  200  beds  ;  in  1851  it  had  624.  Du- 
ring that  year  the  number  of  patients  who  entered  the  hospital  was 
10,201,  of  whom  826  died.  The  mortality  is  1  in  12  21.  The  pa- 
tients remain  in  the  hospital  21  days  on  an  average.  The  daily  ex- 
pense of  each  patient  is  32  cents.    The  total  expense  is  $74,132. 

The  service  of  this  hospital  is  composed  of  five  physicians  :  MM. 
Clement,  Gendrin,  Nonat,  Valleix  and  Grisolle  ;  two  surgeons  :  MM  . 
Laugier  and  Michon  ;  a  pharinacian,  M.  Guiart  ;  five  medical  aud 
six  surgical  internes  ;  twenty-two  sisters  of  the  order  of  St.  Martha, 
and  forty-six  nurses.    Two  almoners  are  specially  attached  to  it. 

M.  Clement  was  adjunct-professor  witli  Portal  in  the  anatomical 
course  which  the  latter  delivered  at  the  Jardin-des-Plantcs.  He  has 
published  several  memoirs  on  physiology,  anil  ;i  dissertation  on  cata- 
ract. 

M  Gendrin  has  given  clinical  instruction  in  medicine  for  mauy 
years,  and  has  been  a  very  industrious  author.  His  history  of  inflam- 
mations is  often  referred  to  by  writers  on  that  subject  ;  it  has  been 
translated  into  German.  His  memoir  upon  continued  fevers  was  re- 
warded by  a  prize  of  1500  francs  ;  and  his  various  papers  in  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Society  of  Emulation,  form  a  favorable  portion  of  those 
volumes.  M.  Gendrin  has  always  failed  in  the  concours  for  the  pro- 
fessorship at  the  Medical  School,  notwithstanding  his  learning  and 
ability.  He  is  very  ill-natured  and  not  liked  by  his  brethren,  and 
his  insuccess  is  attributed  to  their  want  of  sympathy.  In  spite;  of  the 
imperfections  in  his  disposition,  M.  Gendrin  is  an  excellent  teacher 
and  a  scientific  physician.    He  is  at  present  publishing  his  clinical 
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lessons  on  hysteria,  an  abstract  of  which  we  shall  soon  present  to  out- 
re aders. 

M.  Nonat  is  an  aggrcgi,  or  assistant  professor,  of  the  Medical  Fa- 
culty.   He  has  figured  honorably  in  several  concotirs. 

M.  Vallcix  has  advanced  rapidly  in  his  career.  Immediately  after 
graduating  in  1835,  he  published  a  work  upon  the  diseases  of  new 
born  children, which  abounds  in  valuable  observations,  collected  during 
his  residence,  as  interne,  at  the  Foundling-  Hospital.  In  1844  M. 
Vallcix  received  a  prize  of  1500  francs  from  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, for  a  memoir  upon  oedema  of  the  glottis,  a  disease  whose  diagno- 
sis was  until  then  very  obscure.  The  works  by  which  lie  is  best  known 
are  his  treatise  upon  the  neuralgia;  and  his  Guide  du  medecin  pracli- 
tien.  In  the  former  he  has  studied  with  care  and  detail  the  painful 
affections  of  the  nerves  ;  he  has  completed  the  history  of  those  already 
known,  and  lias  described  several  species  which,  though  frcquent,were 
little  understood.  The  latter  work  is  a  summary  of  medical  pathology 
aud  therapeutics,  and  forms  one  of  the  best  systematic  treatises  extant. 
It  first  appeared  in  ten  volumes,  but  the  second  edition  is  contained  in 
five.  We  can  refer  those  desirous  of  learning  the  French  views  on 
practical  medicine  to  no  better  work.  M.  Valleix  lias  served  at  St. 
Maguerite,  Beaujon,  and  other  hospitals,  before  the  present  appoint- 
ment. His  wards  are  much  frecpiented  by  discriminating  foreign 
^indents. 

Dr.  Grisolle  is  probably  the  most  dist  inguished  member  of  the  med- 
ical stall"  of  La  Pitie.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
and  has  recently  succeeded  Trosseau  in  the  professorship  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics.  His  monograph  on  pneumonia  is  esteemed 
the  best  treatise  on  the  subject,  and  obtained  a  prize  from  the  Institute 
as  the  most  valuable  practical  work  published  during  the  year.  His 
treatise  on  the  practice  of  medicine  has  gone  through  many  editions,, 
and  is  as  fascinating  as  Watson's  Lectures. 

Of  the  surgeons  of  this  hospital,  M.  Laugier  is  the  oldest  and  most 
distinguished.  He  is  clinical  professor  of  Surgery  to  the  Faculty, 
member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  officer  of  the  Legion  of  Hon- 
our, etc.  He  was  one  of  the  surgeons  of  Louis  Phillippe.  M.  Lau- 
gier is  not  a  very  interesting  lecturer,  but  his  graceful  and  benevolent 
manners,  his  noble  appearance,  and  the  modesty,  which  his  success  and 
his  eminent  services  to  humanity  and  the  art  which  he  cultivates  has 
never  altered,  render  him  a  favorite  with  all  who  visit  his  vards.  M. 
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Laugier  has  modified  the  immovable  apparatus,  or  dextrine  bandage©!' 
Seutin  and  Velpeau,  by  substituting  strips  of  coarse  brown  paper  a»fll 
paste  for  the  bandage  with  dextrine  or  starch  employed  by  those 
surgeons.  We  have  seen  excellent  cures  of  compound  fractures  off' 
the  tibia  obtained  with  this  method  by  M.  Laugier.  M.  Laugier  is 
a  skilful  operator,  and  he  applies  a  bandage  with  greater  dexteritj 
than  any  one  we  have  ever  seen.  He  has  published  many  memoirs* 
and  many  of  the  articles  in  the  Dictionary  in  Thirty  Volumes  ass- 
from  his  pen. 

M.  Mich  on  is  not  a  clinical  professor,  but  his  remarks  by  the  bed- 
side are  full  of  interest.  He  is  extremely  affable,  and  his  visits  arc- 
always  well  attended.  M.  Michon  enjoys  a  large  surgical  practice,, 
and  an  excellent  reputation. 

The  624  beds  at  La  Pitie  are  arranged  in  22  wards.  As  in  almosl 
all  of  the  Parisian  hospitals,  the  beds  are  of  iron,  with  white  curtaina.- 
a  straw  bed,  two  mattresses,  two  blankets  and  a  coverlid,  and  ao. 
e'dredon  (a  large  down  pillow  used  in  Europe  in  place  of  a  "comforter") 
for  those  patients  who  require  it. 

The  laundry  is  well  ordered  at  La  Pitie  ;  the  washing  is  done  by 
the  poor  idiots  of  La  Salpetriere,  who  receive  the  moderate  salary 
of  four  cents  per  diem  for  this  labour.  The  sisters  display  a  very 
pardonable  coquetry  in  the  arrangement  of  the  linen.  The  baths  are 
furnished  with  every  convenience.  The  promenades  are  delightful^ 
particularly  those  for  the  women,  which  are  sanded  and  shaded  by  fine 
trees. 

The  chapel  contains  five  pictures  by  Lecerf,  and  a  marble  table  ex- 
quisitely  chiseled.  In  the  court-yard  stands  an  old  locust  tree  bearing 
the  inscription  :  "Arbre  de  la  liberie,  plante,  1193,  par  Its  mfans  dr.  fa 
patrie." 

Opposite  the  hospital  is  the  fontaine  Cuvier.  The  ornaments  of 
this  monument  are  very  elaborate.  It  was  planned  by  M.  Vigoureux. 
and  is  dedicated  to  the  illustrious  savant,  whose  name  is  thus  inscribed 
over  the  entablature.    "A  Georges  Cuvier." 

La  Pitie  is  admirably  situated  ;  the  windows  of  many  of  its  wards 
look  out  on  the  Jardin-des-Plantes,  and  the  others  upon  a  vast  court- 
yard ;  it  renders  immense  services  to  the  population  of  the  quarter* 
the  poorest  in  the  capital. —  Virginia  Med.  and  Sur.  Journal. 
[  To  be  ( \mtimted.  1 
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[Wc  find  the  following  timely  article  from  the  K.  Y.  Scalpel,  repro- 
duced at  Richmond  in  the  Stethoscope,  with  an  endorsement  wbicb 
entitles  it  to  be  "  handed  round."] 

Medical  Lying,  as  illustrated  in  our  College  Circulars. 

"  Uutil  the  lie  so  oft  repeated, 
That  e'en  the  teller  it  has  cheated." 

"  How  this  world  is  given  to  lying,"  said  Uncle  Toby;  and  his 
veritable  utterance  has  grown  into  a  proverb,  which  finds  a  memora- 
ble adaptation  to  the  present  generation  of  doctors  of  all  sorts  and 
sizes.  Be  ours  the  task  to  convict,  and,  mayhap,  reform  the  brethren 
of  this  hideous  vice  ;  albeit  it  is  by  lying  that  so  many  of  them  "  live, 
move  aud  have  their  being." 

And  first,  our  definition  will  be  necessary,  and  must  precede  our 
illustrations.  All  false  pretences,  deceit  and  hypocrisy,  as  seeming  to 
be  what  we  are  not,  for  the  purpose  of  making  gain  by  fraud,  is 
lying,  aud  deserves  no  better  name. 

We  begin  with  the  higher  game,  aud  they  arc  found  among  the 
seniors  in  the  profession,  and  some  of  them  holding  positions  in  the 
medical  schools,  where  their  example  is  still  more  influential  for  evil, 
by  infecting  their  pupils. 

All  the  world  have  learned  that  "  lying  like  a  college  catalogue," 
is  deemed  the  superlative  degree  of  the  enormity  of  this  vice,  although 
many  of  their  "circulars"  afford  equally  flagrant  examples.  The 
fulsome  puffs  of  each  other  ;  bolstering  up  the  faculty  individually 
and  collectively  ;  claiming  for  their  schools  pretensions  which  they 
cannot  read  in  faculty  meeting  without  laughing  at  one  another,  and 
making  promises  to  students  which  are  never  meant  or  expected  to  be 
fulfilled,  and  thus  ensnaring  pupils  and  fees — all  these  are  illustrations 
of  "medical  lying  "  which  are  proverbial.  But  still  more  glaring  is 
this  vice  in  the  lectures  to  which  the  "  boys  "  are  compelled  to  listen — 
by  the  narratives  interspersed  of  marvellous  cures  and  outre  opera- 
tions which  they  pretend  to  have  witnessed  or  performed,  of  the  false- 
hood of  which  there  is  often  palpable  evidence  in  the  stories  them- 
selves. Indeed  we  have  known  professors  who  have  repeated  the  same 
stories  year  after  year,  until  they  came  at  last,  to  beleiving  them  them- 
selves ;  so  that  when  some  of  the  students  would  whistle  their  in- 
credulity, the  learned  professor  would  swear  to  its  truth  on  the  spot, 
and  "  bring  down  the  house  "  with  clamorous  applause.  Some  such 
teachers  have  become  so  notorious  for  lying  after  this  fashion,  that 
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their  "  Munchausenisms  •'  are  looked  for  annually  by  the  students  in 
special  parts  of  the  course,  and  relished  with  great  glee.  They  re- 
tain their  chairs  and  lose  their  character.  Witness  the  phenomenon  ! 
[of  the  University  of  New-York.] 

In  the  matter  of  fishing  for  students,  and  making  fictitious  cata- 
logues in  these  degenerate  days  of  fierce  competition,  lying  has  be- 
come a  trade.  It  is  seldom,  however,  that  any  college  has  in  its 
faculty  more  than  one  or  two  of  these  unscrupulous  gentry,  who  are 
often  retained  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  do  all  this  dirty 
work,  and  take  the  responsibility  from  their  associates,  who  arc  pas- 
sive, but  must  connive  at  it,  as  it  is  never  publicly  repudiated. 
Tricks  without  number  are  played  to  inveigle  students,  by  a  series  of 
false  pretences,  to  matriculate  ;  nor  do  they  scruple  to  disparage  rival 
schools,  by  sheer  fabrication  and  open  defamation,  alleging  rumor  as 
their  authority  when  detected  and  called  to  account.  Hence,  nothing 
is  more  common  than  for  students  to  lament  ever  after  that  they 
were  thus  victimized  by  false  pretences  into  colleges  of  which  they  are 
ashamed. 

But  what  are  their  diplomas,  distributed  indiscriminately  to  all 
who  will  pay  the  fees,  or  in  lieu  of  these,  huzza  and  lie  for  the  col- 
leges, and  thus  wheedle  into  the  catalogue  those  who  can  pay  ? 
What  are  diplomas,  literally  sold  to  all  whose  diplomacy  is  wise  enough 
to  negotiate  with  fees,  for  courses  of  lectures  paid  for  but  not  attend- 
ed, with  a  pro  forma  examination,  or  even  this  dispensed  with,  and 
the  degree  conferred  ex  gratia,  not  dei.,  but  diaboli  !  How  many  den- 
tists, and  what  is  worse,  quack  doctors,  flourish  the  mystic  letters 
M.  D.,  by  authority  of  certain  medical  colleges,  who  sold  them  by  ne- 
gotiation, stipulating  a  dispensation  from  any  other  than  a  pecuniary 
tax  ;  not  even  requiring  their  presence  in  the  city  where  the  lectures 
were  delivered,  longer  than  was  necessary  to  pay  their  fees  and  ma- 
triculate, or  even  pay  their  fees  and  graduate  !  We  may  paraphrase 
the  ancient  epigram  and  say  : 

Doctors  !  how  easy  they  axe  matte 

With  locomotive  speed  ; 

The  College  drives  a  thriving  trade, 

The  faculty  are  /ie-ed. 

A  Horn. in  emperor,  it  is  said, 

Once  of  his  horse  a  consul  made  ! 

But  greater  things  now  come  to  pass — 

They  make  a  doctor  of  an  ass  ! 

This,  it  will  be  recollected,  is  no  fable,  for  the  doctorate  has  been 
bought  for  a  veritable  doukey,  and  the  sheep-skin  diploma  filled  up  and 
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signed  by  the  learned  faculty  of  Aberdeen,  with  his  patronymic  name, 
h&&  been  worn  suspended  from  his  pack,  to  be  known  and  read  of  all 
men.  Bipeds,  who  know  as  little  about  the  medical  science  as  did 
this  donkey,  are  annually  sent  forth  from  universities  and  colleges, 
with  .sheep  skins  not  large  enough  to  cover  their  long  ears,  but  filled 
with  lies  from  top  to  bottom  of  the  parchment  scroll.  Happily,  those 
who  sign  such  diplomas,  are  often  inns  blissful  ignorance  of  their  con- 
tents as  those  to  whom  they  are  given  ;  for  there  are  many  of  both 
classes  who  cannot  read  or  translate  the  Latin  in  which  they  are 
printed,  as  we  might  illustrate  by  ludicrous  anecdotes,  but  that  the 
parties  still  live  and  might  be  recognized.  The  lying  is  stereotyped 
to  their  hands,  it  is  true,  but  none  the  less  flagrant  because  in  an  un- 
known tongue.  And  we  know  hundreds  of  doctors,  and  a  score  or 
uiore  of  professors,  who  would  forfeit  their  titles  and  positions,  if  either 
were  made  contingent  upon  their  translation  of  their  own  diplomas. 
All  these  are  therefore  cited  in  proof  of  the  medical  lying  alleged  to 
lie  against  the  profession,  and  who  doubts  a  word  of  it  ? 

But  what  else  is  to  be  expected,  when  men  are  made  professors  and 
Sur.pt  so,  who  are  publicly  convicted  of  stealing  introductory  lectures,  and 
then  branding  the  theft  into  their  brazen  foreheads  by  prompting  the 
tludents  to  print  them  ? 

Scalpel. 

True — true  as  preaching.  O  tempora,  O  mores. — Ed.  of  the 
■Stethoscope. 


(EommumcctttonB. 

ALCOHOLIC  MEDICINE. 

Mr.  Editor, — My  "respectable"  "antagonist,"  "  Plain  Truth,"  doe* 
oot  consider  me  a  respectable  antagonist,  forsooth,  because,  as  he  al- 
leges, I  have  adduced  neither  facts  nor  arguments;  and  yet  he  says 
,' | first  line,  first  paragraph):  "Arguments  and  authorities  are  uncalled 
for,  in  view  of  the  abounding  testimony  of  facts."  Here  we  are  at  is- 
sue, and  what  are  the  facts?  The  testimony  will  follow.  I  shall  en- 
•ieavor  to  show,  too,  that  arguments  and  authorities  are  necessary.  I 
cannot  see_tho  force  of  the  remark  of  "  Plain  Truth,"  when  he  says 
foe  cannot  admit  the  respectability  of  any  writer  who  claims  to  have 
>sevcr  used  alcoholic  remedies. 

Is  it  absolutely  necessary  that  he  should  administer  or  direct  to  be 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


511 


administered,  a  remedy,  to  observe  its  effects  ?    If  so,  what  benefit  is 
derived  by  pupils  who  pay  for  the  privilege,  and  eagerly  make  their 
daily  rounds  through  the  wards  of  hospitals,  studying  pathology  and 
treatment  ?   And  is  it  enlightening  the  mind  to  pass  through  epidemic 
cholera,  with  your  eyes  shut  and  your  ears  stopped  to  all  save  your- 
self and  your  own  individual  cases?    Is  nothing  to  be  learned  by  ob- 
servation ?    Can  you  not  see  for  yourself,  and  believe  the  evidence  of 
your  own  eyes,  when  a  man  swallows  brandy,  and,  for  a  brief  time, 
temporary  exitement  is  produced,  that  it  is  followed  by  a  correspond- 
ing depression?    I  allude  to  a  man,  diseased,  ill — I  care  not  of  what 
— the  same  result  obtains  in  any  and  all  diseases.    I  designate  none; 
it  is  unnecessary.   Will  "  Plain  Truth"  please  show  the  application  of 
his  sixth  paragraph  to  the  subject  under  discussion  ?   And  here  I  beg 
leave  to  recall  him  to  the  questions  at  issue,  viz.:  (lie  1st,  2d,  3d, 
5th,  and  6th  queries  propounded  by  "  Philadelphia^"    We  hare 
nothing  to  do  in  this  controversy  with  the  Temperance  question.  The 
discussion  of  the  Maine  law  is  a  subject  for  one  class  to  advocate  and 
oppose,  and  alcoholic  medication  for  another.    And  now  for  some  of 
the  "abounding  testimony  of  facts"  and  "authorities."    And  first  for 
the  facts:  Stimulants  are  divisible  into  two  classes,  viz.,  1.  Into  thofl" 
which  are  diffusible;  and,  2.  Those  which  are  permanent — a  distinc- 
tion of  no  small  importance  in  its  practical  bearings,  the  former  rapidly 
diffusing  their  influence  and  urging  forward  the  vital  movements, 
and  being  as  quickly  succeeded  by  a  collapse  or  exhaustion  of  power; 
while  the  latter,  on  the  contrary,  so  slowly  and  almost  imperceptibly 
acting  on  the  living  body  as  to  allow  the  respective  influence  of  the 
vital  stimuli  to  keep  pace  with  the  increased  expenditure  they  may  have 
occasioned,  and,  consequently,  to  prevent  the  occurrences  of  collapse. 

Brandy,  which  may  be  taken  as  a  type  of  the  few  limited  agents 
advocated  by  alcoholic  racdicators,  produces  a  temporary  excitement 
of  the  arterial  and  nervous  systems;  but  this  is  invariably  followed  by 
a  corresponding  depression.  Action  is  not  power,  and  the  exaltation 
of  the  energies  of  the  body,  by  accelerating  the  vilal  movements  of  the 
sanguineous  and  nervous  systems,  is  action;  while,  as  I  have  before 
said,  permanent  stimulation,  on  the  contrary,  slowly  and  almost  im- 
perceptibly acts  on  the  living  body — allows  the  restorative  influence 
of  the  vital  stimuli  to  keep  pace  with  the  increased  expenditure  occa- 
sioned, and  consequently  prevents  the  recurrence  of  collapse.  "We 
cannot  directly  increase  the  vis  xito> ;  but,  by  removing  the  obstacles 
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which  ojppoise  the  effects  of  nature,  wt  can  enable  her  to  do  so."  The 
vital  stimuli,  food,  air,  water,  and  heat,  as  a  general  rule,  are  the  means 
hy  which  the  restoration  of  the  powers  of  the  body  after  illness,  are 
the  only  bflueneeE  which  can  increase  the  vital  force,  and  leave  no 
exhaustion.  Tim  most  that  other  stimuli  can  do,  is  to  excite  a  rc- 
a<  t:o;!.  injurious,  as  Midler  states,  in  proportion  to  the  change  effected 
by  them  in  the  organic  composition.  "An  endless  injury,"  says  this 
able  physiologist,  "  has  been  done  to  medicine,  and  many  lives  have  been 
lost,  through  the  error  of  confounding  all  agents  which  excite  reaction 
in  the  system  with  t  hose  which  are  absolutely  essential  to  life,  and  which 
renovate,  while  they  stimulate  the  organs;  the  false  notion  having  there- 
by induced,  that,  because  certain  stimuli  feed,  as  it  were,  the  flame  of  life, 
stimulating  agents  are  generally  necessary  to  life."  (Mid.  Phys.,  p. 
62).  "  From  this  confounding  unde"  one  head  different  kinds  of  stimuli," 
says  Dr.  Hell,  "  have  arisen  pernicious  abuses  in  hygeine,  the  worst  of 
which  was  converting  alcoholic  stimuli  into  substances  of  daily  use, 
and  attributing  to  them  the  power,  not  only  of  strengthening,  but  of 
renovating  the  organs,  a  doctrine  false  in  physiology  and  eminently  de- 
structive in  practice;" 

The  seventh  and  last  paragraph  of  "  Plain  Truth"  gives  further  evi- 
dence of  misunderstanding  the  questions  at  issue,  or  of  a  disposition  to 
turn  the  whole  subject  over  to  the  Temperance  Platform:  else  why 
talk  so  much  of  "  intemperance  in  drinking" — "  multitudes  drinking  to 
excess,"  &c.  Ko  such  language  as  this  can  be  attributed  to  me;  it 
is  altogether  irrelevant. 

A  word  in  reply  to  Dr.  Hussey,  who,  1  infer,  is  "  Philadelphian." 
He  cannot  admire  my  style  of  grappling  with  an  opponent  on  this  al- 
coholic question.  I  hope  he  will  be  better  pleaded  by  the  time  I  get 
through  witli  it,  and  I  am  willing  to  wait.  He  is  very  forcibly  struck 
that  it  will  partake  too  much  of  Uetotnlism."  Sorry  he  is  so  unneces- 
sarily alarmed.  Here,  Mr.  Editor,  is  another  of  your  correspondents 
running  the  subject  into  the  temperance  question,  than  which,  with  me, 
noth  ng  is  further  to  the  thought.  I  must  again  remind  gentlemen, 
that  we  are  not  discussing  the  temperance  question.  It  is  wholly  pro- 
fessional; and  I  beg  that  we  may  have  no  more  leave-takings  of  the 
tru3  questions  at  issue. 

But  one  remark  need  be  made  to  Dr.  Hussey's  question,  "  Does  al- 
cohol, in  any  of  its  combined  ionris,  when  administered  under  fit  and 
proper  circumstances,  as  a  remedy  in  disease,  cut  life  short;  or,  as  Dr- 
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Johuson  will  have  it,  "first  burn  the  patient's  life  out,  and  then  sink 
him?"  I  have  already  assumed  the  ground,  that  there  are  no  "fit 
and  proper  circumstances"  for  the  use  of  alcoholic  medicine  as  a  reme- 
dy. The  remark  about  "  burning  the  patient's  life  out,"  is  an  error 
pointed  out  by  the  editor.    There  is  no  vital  stimulus  in  alcohol. 

I  again  assert,  that  four-fifths,  or  more,  of  the  profession  here  sanc- 
tion the  use  of  brandy  in  epidemic  cholera,  both  as  a  preventive  and  a 
cure.[?]  I  did  not  assert,  however,  that  this  was  the  teaching  of  the 
schools,  Admit  all  Dr.  H.  says  of  the  free  use  of  alcoholic  medicine 
in  the  Dublin  hospitals,  still,  I  ask,  would  it  not  be  better  to  use  sub- 
stitutes ?  and  can  there  not  be  substitutes  found  which  are  free  from 
the  objections  to  alcohol  ? 

Cin.,  Oct.  10,  1853.  r  H  j 


€irttor'0  ftabU. 

OPENING  OF  THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  opened  its  regular  ses- 
sion for  1853-'4  on  the  17th  ult.,  by  an  introductory  lecture,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  and  respectable  audience.    The  President,  Alex- 
ander H.  Stevens,  M.D.,  officiated  in  his  robes;  and,  after  prayer  by 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Potter,  of  Philadelphia,  Professor  Joseph  M. 
Smith  was  introduced,  and  announced  as  his  theme  the  writings  of 
Hippocrates,  upon  the  airs,  waters,  and  climates,  upon  which  he  dis- 
coursed at  great  length,  introducing  a  commentary  upon  general  Hy- 
geine,  in  its  application  to  our  own  country,  considered  in  its  various 
aspects,  topographical,  geological,  atmospheric,  governmental,  politi- 
cal, social,  and  moral,  and  concluding  with  a  patriotic  eulogy  upon 
the  United  States,  which  was  warmly  applauded  by  his  auditors. 
Among  the  visitors  who  honored  the  occasion  with  their  presence,  we 
observed  the  justly  celebrated  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  of  Loudon,  who  was 
introduced  to  the  profession  of  this  city,  and  the  announcement  made, 
that  he  had  consented  to  give  a  few  lectures  in  the  College  Hall,  on 
the  physiology  of  the  nervous  system,  illustrated  by  vivisections. 

The  number  of  matriculations,  and  the  class  now  forming,  betoken 
a  prosperous  session,  more  students  being  reported  than  in  any  former 
year.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  class  here  will  exceed  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  students  in  both  of  the  other  medical  colleges  of  the  city 
33 
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The  University  Medical  College  was  opened  on  the  17th  ult. 
witli  an  introductory  lecture  by  Professor  John  W.  Draper,  before  a 
large  and  promiscuous  audience,  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who  were 
addressed  in  the  usual  happy  manner  of  the  lecturer,  which  never 
fails  to  please.  His  subject,  however,  was  a  strictly  professional  one, 
being  a  plea  for  the  supply  of  Medical  Colleges  with  dead  human 
bodies  for  dissection,  and  which  he  urged  with  great  zeal  and  ability. 
Against  the  savage  laws  of  our  own  state,  which  forbid  human  dis- 
section under  the  penalty  of  the  penitentiary,  while  demanding  instruc- 
tion in  anatomy  from  the  colleges,  he  vehemently  declaimed,  appeal- 
ing from  the  legislature  to  the  people.  Whether  he  will  succeed  in 
reconciling  the  sovereign  people  to  supply  subjects  for  dissection  by 
legal  enactment,  or  array  increasing  hostility  to  the  measure,  by  the 
publication  of  this  lecture,  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  the  people  will  be  cut  up  by  the  Doctors,  slyly  obtained 
for  the  purpose  if  need  be,  but  obtained  they  will  be  and  must  be, 
even  if  the  price  of  a  dead  body  be  as  last  year  in  this  city  15  dol- 
lars, instead  of  10  dollars  as  formerly,  and  this  because  of  the  increased 
difficulty  and  hazard  of  clandestinely  obtaining  subjects.  Dr.  Dra- 
per's effort  to  indoctrinate  the  people,  after  the  manner  of  Dr.  South- 
wood  Smith  into  a  knowledge  of  the  "use  of  the  dead  to  the  living," 
by  showing  the  necessity  and  utility  of  human  dissection,  deserves 
success.  Indeed,  it  is  said  that  some  of  his  fair  auditors  were  almost 
persuaded  by  his  eloquence  to  espouse  his  cause,  by  furnishing  exam- 
ples of  self-sacrifice  to  the  interests  of  science. 

As  it  respects  the  class  at  this  school,  nothing  definite  can  yet  be 
ascertained,  although  the  prospect  is  meagre,  and  indicates  a  still 
further  decline  in  numbers  from  the  last  year.  The  causes  which  have 
annually  diminished  the  class  here  from  460  as  reported  a  few  years 
ago,  to  the  concealed,  because  unmentionable  number  at  present,  need 
not  be  repeated,  but  the  students  will  have  to  be  counted  by  tens, 
instead  of  hundreds  as  formerly.  We  marvel  that  the  Faculty  do 
not  follow  the  example  of  Geneva,  and  disband. 

The  New  York  Medical  College,  opened  its  third  session  on 
the  19th  inst.  with  an  Introductory  Lecture  by  Professor  Carnochan. 
The  hall  was  well  filled,  the  Hon.  Judge  Edwards  presiding  on  behalf 
of  the  Trustees,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Macauley. 

The  lecture  was  a  finished  piece  of  composition,  well  delivered,  and 
interested  a  large  audience  of  both  sexes  to  its  close,  though  profes- 
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sional  throughout.  It  treated  of  Medicine  both  as  a  science  and  an 
art,  its  requirements,  its  scope,  its  extent,  its  divisions,  its  claims,  and 
its  rewards.  The  lecturer  vindicated  Surgery  from  the  popular  per- 
versions to  which  ignorance  and  imbecility  has  given  countenance,  and 
identified  it  with  Medicine,  from  which  it  can  never  be  divorced.  He 
struck  a  decisive  blow  at  the  whole  tribe  of  specialists  who  seek  to 
hide  mediocrity  by  exclusive  pretensions,  and  designated  quackery  by 
its  appropriate  characteristics.  And  he  took  occasion  to  pay  a  well 
merited  compliment  to  Dr.  Marshal  Hall,  who  was  present,  for  his 
valuable  contributions  to  the  stock  of  medical  knowledge  by  his  ex- 
periments and  learned  observations  upon  the  nervous  system,  which 
called  forth  from  the  audience  a  burst  of  applause. 

This  new  school  has  a  larger  class  than  ever  before,  and  begins  its 
course  under  encouraging  circumstances. 


Dr.  Palmer's  Artificial  Limbs. 

In  another  column  our  readers  will  find  the  ample  professional  tes- 
timony, which  continues  to  sustain  the  preference  heretofore  given  to 
the  handicraft  of  Palmer  &  Co.,  for  supplying  artificial  limbs,  in  which 
art  they  are  unrivalled.  At  the  late  Fair  of  the  American  Institute, 
a  gentleman  was  present  wearing  two  of  these  limbs,  both  legs  hav- 
ing been  amputated,  one  above  and  the  other  below  the  knee.  The 
activity  of  his  locomotion  on  both  feet,  and  especially  the  flexibility 
and  firmness  of  the  knee  joint  so  ingeniously  constructed,  excited 
great  attention. 


Gin  as  a  Medicine. 

The  articles  sent  us  in  eulogy  of  Mr.  Wolfe's  Aromatic  Schiedam 
Schnapps  are  found  to  be  too  theoretical  and  irrelevant  for  the  present 
state  of  the  question  of  Alcoholic  Medicine  as  discussed  in  our  col- 
umns. We  marvel  that  there  should  be  so  much  evasion  of  the  true 
issue  among  all  the  disputants,  and  both  sides  being  now  heard,  in 
the  present  phase  of  the  controversy,  it  can  no  longer  either  interest 
or  profit  our  readers.  We  are  free  to  respond  to  the  numerous  calls 
for  our  own  opinion  in  explicit  terms.  We  employ  alcohol  as  a  reme- 
dy, only  in  those  pathological  conditions  in  which  it  is  indicated  as 
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preferable  to  other  agents,— and  we  seek  to  obtain  a  pure  article, 
whether  wine,  brandy  or  gin,  by  procuring  it  from  some  reliable  im- 
porter ;  and  having  prescribed  Mr.  Wolfe's  gin,  in  a  number  of  cases, 
and  witnessed  its  effects,  we  have  confidence  in  its  purity  and  utility 
when  judiciously  prescribed,  and  used  strictly  as  a  medicine,  and 
under  professional  advice.  The  common  use  of  this  or  any  other  form 
of  alcohol,  as  a  beverage,  we  utterly  condemn,  as  a  bane  for  which 
total  abstinence  is  the  only  antidote. 


Ncto  publications. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  Children.    By  D.  F.  Condie, 
M.  D.,  &c    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853. 
A  fourth  edition,  revised  and  augmented  by  the  author,  affords  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  high  estimate  placed  upon  this  well  known 
work  by  the  profession  and  the  public.    Dr.  Condie  is  among  the 
most  enlightened  and  respectable  physicians  in  our  country  and  re- 
garded everywhere  as  a  standard  authority  in  practical  medicine.  And 
yet  we  doubt  the  wisdom  or  safety  of  the  heroic  doses  of  calomel  here 
commended,  and  still  more,  the  almost  indiscriminate  employment  of 
this  drug  in  the  diseases  of  children  which  is  here  authorized. 
Manual  of  Obstetrics,  by  Thomas  F.  Cock,  M.  D.,  &c.    New  York 
S.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  1853. 

Verily,  of  making  books  there  is  no  end,  for  writing  them  is  un- 
called for,  the  honors  of  authorship  in  these  days,  being  accessible  by 
a  little  diligence  in  the  use  of  scissors  and  paste.  The  present  "  new 
publication,"  is  a  syllabus  of  Professor  Gilman's  lectures,  and  the  com- 
pilation might  be  made  from  Denman's  Aphorisms,  and  the  little  work 
of  Dr.  Joseph  Warrington  of  Philadelphia,  which  latter  is  immeasur- 
ably superior  to  it.  The  preface  is  original,  however,  and  makes  the 
announcement  that  the  compiler  "has  been  several  years  engaged  in 
teaching  Midwifery,"  which  will  be  news  to  most  of  our  readers,  as  it 
certainly  is  to  us,  and  furnishes  the  reason  for  adding  another  work 
to  our  obstetrical  catalogue,  as  a  hand  book  for  his  class.  It  will 
serve  the  turn  of  other  "  grinders,"  who  may  here  "  find  an  ISSUE  ? 
out  of  all  their  troubles."    See  the  preface. 
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fttcuical  Item©, 


The  Geneva  Medical  College  has  retired  from  the  field  by  dis- 
banding its  Faculty,  and  dismissing  the  students  who  had  assembled 
for  instruction,  as  their  numbers  did  not  constitute  a  remunerative 
class.  The  example  thus  set  by 'this  sensible  Faculty  should  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  other  waning 
schools,  which  do  not  pay. 

The  State  of  Vermont  has  two  medical  schools  in  operation,  one 
at  Castleton,  and  another  at  Woodstock,  but  a  third  and  new  Faculty 
has  been  organized  by  the  University  at  Burlington. 

The  Albany  Medical  College,  it  is  said,  has  the  largest  class  during 
its  present  session  which  has  ever  before  been  in  attendance  during  its 
history.  The  recent  enterprize  of  the  Faculty  in  holding  two  sessions 
in  each  year,  seems  to  have  been  rewarded. 

New  Medical  Journals  are  forthcoming  in  Michigan,  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  and  Iowa.    Success  to  them  all. 

An  Elegant  Gold  Watch  has  been  presented  by  the  Franklin  Co. 
Medical  Society  to  their  late  President,  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  of 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  on  the  occasion  of  his  removal  to  the  West. 

Dr.  Wm.  Kelly  has  resigned  his  post  of  physician  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary, &c,  on  Blackwell's  Island,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Isaacs,  formerly  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  to  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  has  taken  the  same  ofiBce  in  the  University 
School,  in  place  of  Dr.  Darling,  who  has  been  appointed  physician  to 
the  Marine  Hospital,  Staten  Island. 

Professor  Dalton,  of  Buffalo,  is  lecturing  on  Embryology  at  the 
N.  Y.  Preparatory  School  of  Medicine. 

Drs.  Lewis  A.  Sayre  and  John  J.  Crane  have  been  appointed  Vis- 
iting Surgeons  to  Bellevne  Hospital,  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Drs.  Parker  and  Van  Bnren.  Both  of  the  ap- 
pointees are  capable  men,  and  will  do  their  duty. 

Tei  Cholera  is  raging  in  several  parts  of  Europe,  and  seems  to 
be  hovering  over  our  own  country,  so  that  an  epidemic  visitation 
may  be  apprehended  next  spring,  unless  Hygeinic  measures  prevent. 

The  Yellow  Fever,  which  has  desolated  the  cities  of  the  South, 
is  verging  to  its  termination  by  reason  of  approaching  frost. 
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Benevolence. — The  physicians  of  New  Orleans  attended  gratuit- 
ously the  sick  poor  in  charge  of  the  Howard  Association  of  that  city. 
When  will  the  characteristic  generosity  of  our  young  physicians  every 
where  be  justly  appreciated,  or  rewarded  by  other  laurels  than  the 
crown  of  martyrdom  ? 

Dr.  John  Watson  has  resumed  his  "  Nick  nacks"  in  the  N.  Y. 
Medical  Times  on  the  "  Surgical  Pathology  of  Childhood,"  a  topic 
which  he  strangely  introduces  as  new,  and  says  he  marvels  that  it  has 
been  "  wholly  overlooked,"  "never  thoroughly  studied,"  and  that  "he 
cannot  refer  to  a  single  author  who  has  given  it  more  than  a  passing 
notice/'  &c.  He  seems  to  be  strangely  oblivious  of  the  Hopital 
des  Enfans  of  Paris,  in  which  there  has  long  been  a  "recognized  de- 
partment for  the  surgical  diseases  of  children."  Will  he  allow  us  to 
"  refer"  him  to  "  a  single  author,"  viz  :  the  valuable  work  of  M.  Guer- 
sant,  of  Paris,  which  ought  to  be  found  in  the  library  of  the  U.  S. 
Hospital  !  if  it  is  not.  One  novelty  is  certainly  found  in  this 
clinical  paper,  worthy  to  be  copyrighted  by  our  neighbor  Dr.  Bulk- 
ley,  viz  :  the  treatment  of  Dr.  W.  to  a  case  of  hip-joint  disease,  by 
"  applying  a  roller  to  the  sound  limb,  to  prevent  it  from  outstripping 
the  other  in  growth,,  and  restore  the  symmetry  of  the  two  legs,"  one  of 
which  was  atrophied.  Well  may  he  exclaim,  "this  is  certainly  an 
unusual  case  !" 

BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SURGERY. 

We  have  received  the  14th  annual  announcement  and  catalogue  of 
this  excellent  institution,  established  for  the  thorough  training  of  those 
who  select  the  profession  of  surgeon-dentist,  than  which  there  is  none 
more  reputable,  more  useful,  or  more  lucrative  to  its  practitioners 
who  excel  in  the  practical  department  of  this  speciality.  A  full  faculty 
of  able  and  earnest  men,  with  an  ample  college  building,  a  large  and 
well-provided  infirmary  for  clinical  teaching,  and  extensive  facilities 
for  students  to  learn  both  the  science  and  the  art,  are  all  found  in 
this  Dental  College  of  Baltimore,  the  reputation  and  usefulness  of 
which  have  been  growing  for  many  years,  and  whose  alumni  are  in 
reputable  practice  in  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union.  The  large 
class  of  the  last  year  will,  doubtless  be  increased  at  the  ensuing  session. 

OHIO  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

We  regret  to  learn  from  so  many  sources  that  our  Cincinnati 
brethren  are  still  perpetuating  the  strife  between  the  faculty  of  this 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


519 


College  and  their  rivals,  for  the  medical  control  of  the  chief  hospital 
of  that  city.  Still  more  humiliating  is  it  to  see  in  the  secular  papers 
the  details  of  the  conflict,  which  are  anything  but  reputable  to  the 
parties  coucerned,  and  must  be  disastrous  to  both  the  College  and 
Hospital,  no  less  than  to  the  profession.  Is  medical  education  in  the 
Queen-city  of  the  West  doomed  to  utter  extinction?  We  confess 
that  such  are  the  present  indications,  unless  our  old  Mends,  Dr. 
Mussey  or  Dr.  Lawson  can  pour  oil  on  the  troubled  waters. 


v 

Educating  Females  for  Medical  Missionaries. 


[The  following  letter  from  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Hale,  is  inserted  entire, 
and  in  conformity  with  her  request,  we  give  place  also  to  a  brief  ex- 
tract from  the  documents  to  which  she  refers. 

This  whole  subject  of  Female  Medical  Education  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration by  the  medical  press,  now  that  it  is  pressed  upon  the  public 
attention  by  a  class  of  writers  entitled  to  respect,  who  challenge  its 
discussion.  Indeed  our  profession  ought  to  take  the  lead  in  this 
work,  for  if  women  are  to  be  educated  and  trained  as  physicians,  we 
should  see  to  it  that  science  should  be  taught,  and  not  quackery. 
Moreover  our  profession  is  responsible,  for  the  conviction  is  now  be- 
coming general,  that  it  is  high  time  that  Midwifery,  and  the  peculiar 
diseases  of  females,  should  be  rescued  from  the  whole  tribe  of  special- 
ists of  our  sex,  whose  false  pretensions  to  exclusive  skill  in  these 
departments,  is  fast  becoming  a  public  nuisance.  Moreover  we  have 
tolerated  too  many  of  these  advertising  gentry,  whose  want  of  delicacy 
and  character  in  too  many  instances,  should  have  driven  them  from 
the  profession,  when  their  reckless  vulgarity  in  the  treatment  of  their 
female  patients  had  become  notorious  by  the  testimony  of  the  sufferers. 
We  have  heretofore  spoken  of  these  abuses  as  they  deserved,  when 
the  "Demonstrative  Midwifery"  scheme  at  Buffalo,  and  the  "  Obstet- 
rical clinique"  so  called  at  the  University  school  of  New  York,  were 
puffed  by  Dr.  Bedford.  We  then  predicted  that  these  abuses  of  the 
speculum,  and  similar  outrages  in  a  few  of  the  colleges,  would  lead  to 
the  transfer  of  obstetrical  practice  from  our  sex,  to  females  properly 
educated  for  the  purpose,  and  we  justified  the  alternative,  for  the 
protection  of  their  sex  from  these  indecencies.] 
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Letter  from  Mrs.  Hale,  of  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  12th,  1853. 

D.  M.  Reese,  LL.  D. 

Sir : — I  have  received  the  October  number  of  your  "  Medical 
Gazette" — aud  though  not  from  your  hand,  yet  permit  me  to  thank 
yon  for  the  favorable  opinions  respecting  the  "  Female  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia,"  you  have  expressed.  I  am  much  interested  in 
this  subject  of  Female  Physicians,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  great 
good  I  think  woman  may  thus  do  as  a  Medical  Missionary. 

Enclosed  is  a  paper  of  mine  on  this  subject — and  I  send  the  second 
Report  by  this  mail.  You  will  learn  from  these  what  the  "Ladies' 
Medical  Missionary  Society"  are  attempting.  Let  me  hope  you  will 
aid  this  good  work  by  giving  our  views  a  notice  in  your  "  Graze tte." 

I  do  not  think  that  good  and  eminent  physicians  can  seriously  ob- 
ject to  the  medical  education  of  women,  who  wish  to  become  physi- 
cians for  their  own  sex  and  for  children.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
profession  would  be  greatly  improved  by  this  division  of  labor.  As 
Madame  Boivin  has  contributed  to  advance  a  certain  portion  of  medi- 
cal science,  so  educated  female  physicians  of  our  own  laud  might  aid 
the  cause  of  promoting  health  in  those  classes  which  God  and  nature 
place  under  the  immediate  care  of  woman.  Midwifery  and  the  dis- 
eases of  children  belong  to  woman's  sphere  of  observation  and  care — 
Let  her  be  regularly  instructed  and  acknowledged,  by  her  brother 
practitioners,  as  the  help  he  needs  in  his  great  work  of  conserving 
health  and  combating  disease,  and  we  should  see  a  wonderful  advance 
in  medical  science — and  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  for  the  pro- 
fession. Referring  you  to  my  printed  papers  for  my  views  on  the 
importance  of  Female  Medical  Missionaries,  allow  me  to  hope  you 
will  give  these  subjects  early  and  earnest  attention. 

With  great  respect,  yours, 

SARAH  J.  HALE. 

"  Ignorance  and  mystery  always  induce  superstition,  and  the  false  is 
then  worshiped  for  the  true.  Why  else  do  we  see,  in  this  city  of 
Philadelphia,  the  boasted  seat  of  Medical  Science,  where  six  colleges 
for  the  regular  training  of  doctors  are  located,  that  quackery  lifts  its 
head  like  a  second  tower  of  Babel,  and  steam  engines  are  driving 
onward  the  manufacture  of  pills  and  potions,  as  though  these  were  to 
support  the  nation  ?    The  inventors  and  preparers  of  these  medicines 
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win  the  confidence  of  the  people  from  the  regular  physician,  and  gain 
wealth  while  he  studies  in  vain — because  he  has  kept  his  art  in  con- 
cealment, particularly  from  woman,  who  is  the  real  conservator  of 
health  as  of  home.  Let  the  good  and  learned  physicians  of  Phila- 
delphia open  Schools  for  training  female  medical  students,  and  per- 
mit any  lady  who  pays  the  matriculation  fee  of  five  dollars  to  attend 
one  course  of  lectures,  and  their  halls  would  be  crowded.  The  study 
of  medicine  belongs  to  woman's  department  of  knowledge  ;  its  prac- 
tice is  in  harmony  with  the  duties  of  mother  and  nurse,  which  she 
must  fulfil.  It  is  not  going  out  of  her  sphere  to  prescribe  for  the 
sick  ;  she  must  do  this  by  the  fireside,  by  the  bedside,  in  the  "in- 
ner chamber,"  where  her  true  place  is.  It  is  a  man  who  is  there  out 
of  his  sphere.  And  now  let  the  effort  be  to  give  all  females  that 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health  and  their  own  frames  which  will 
lead  them  to  improve  the  modes  of  training  children  and  preserve 
them  from  the  need  of  medical  treatment. 

Then  when  real  diseases  occurred,  and  danger  was  apprehended, 
the  most  worthy  and  eminent  physicians  would  be  employed,  trusted, 
honored.  Quackery  would  be  swept  away  as  superstitious  notions 
are  when  the  people  are  enlightened,  and  the  learned  Professor  of 
Medicine  would  no  longer  be  eclipsed  by  every  pretender  who  can 
prepare  a  pill  and  pay  for  a  puff. 

The  Appeal,  which  '  The  Ladies'  Medical  Missionary  Society '  now 
makes  to  the  Christian  public,  is  mainly  in  aid  of  preparing  the  wives 
of  missionaries  to  act  as  physicians  for  the  women  and  children  among 
whom  their  station,  either  Domestic  or  Foreign  may  be  found.  And, 
more  important  still,  we  wish  to  aid  in  educating  pious  unmarried 
ladies  who  may  be  willing  to  go  out  as  Medical  Missionaries.  What 
a  blessing  to  a  mission  family  to  be  accompanied  by  a  competent  fe- 
male physician,  who  would  be  an  adviser  as  well  as  comforter  in  the 
hour  of  sickness  !  She  might  act  as  Teacher  till  called  to  her  pro- 
fession ;  and,  though  she  would  practise  gratuitously  among  the  poor 
in  heathen  lauds,  yet,  when  entrance  was  gained  to  the  more  wealthy, 
she  would  doubtless  receive  rich  presents,  and  be  able  to  assist  mate- 
rially, the  cause  of  missions. 

All  heathen  people  have  a  high  reverence  for  medical  knowledge. 
Should  they  find  Christian  ladies  accomplished  in  this  science,  would 
it  not  greatly  raise  the  sex  in  the  estimation  of  those  nations,  where 
one  of  the  most  serious  impediments  to  moral  improvement  is  the 
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degradation  and  ignorance  to  which  their  females  have  been  for  cen- 
turies consigned  ? 

Vaccination  is  difficult  of  introduction  in  the  East,  though  suffering 
dreadfully  from  the  ravages  of  the  small-pox.  The  American  Mis- 
sionary at  Siam  writes  that  thousands  of  children  were  last  year, 
swept  away  by  this  disease  in  the  country  around  him.  Female  phy- 
sicians could  win  their  way  among  these  poor  children  much  easier 
than  doctors  of  the  other  sex.  Surely  the  ability  of  American  wo- 
men to  learn  and  practice  vaccination  will  not  be  questioned,  when  the 
more  difficult  art  of  innoatlation  was  discovered  by  the  women  of 
Turkey,  and  introduced  into  Europe  by  an  English  woman  !  Inocula- 
tion is  one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  remedial  skill  over  a  severe, 
loathsome  and  deadly  disease,  which  the  annals  of  Medical  Art  re- 
cord. Its  discovery  belongs  to  women.  I  name  it  here  to  show  that 
they  are  gifted  with  genius  for  the  profession,  and  only  need  to  be 
educated  to  excel  in  the  preventive  department. 

Let  pious,  intelligent  women  be  fitly  prepared,  and  what  a  mission- 
field  for  doing  good  would  be  opened  !  In  India,  China,  Turkey,  and 
all  over  the  heathen  world,  they  would,  in  their  character  of  physi- 
cians, find  access  to  the  homes  and  the  harems  where  women  dwell, 
and  where  the  good  seed  sown  would  bear  an  hundredfold,  because  it 
would  take  root  in  the  bosom  of  the  sufferer,  and  in  the  heart  of 
childhood. 

The  noble-minded  and  wise-hearted  physicians — will  they  not  also 
lend  their  influence  and  assistance  in  carrying  cut  this  great  reform  ! 
They  will  gain  by  every  increase  of  medical  knowledge  in  the  commu- 
nity. Only  pretenders  and  impostors  need  fear  the  movement.  The 
opposition  will  come  from  these.  But  good  men — husbands,  fathers, 
Christians — must  approve.  The  PRESS  will  surely  aid.  We  make 
our  appeal  to  the  common  sense,  instinctive  feeling,  and  enlightened 
judgment  of  the  people.  Help  us  to  establish  our  Society,  and  test 
its  usefulness. 

Harvard  Medical  School. — The  Corporation  of  Harvard  College, 
and  the  Professors  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Institution,  lo- 
cated in  Boston — the  Board  of  Instruction,  consisting  of  Drs.  Walter 
Channing,  Jacob  Bigelow,  John  Ware,  John  S.  B.  Jackson,  Oliver 
W.  Holmes,  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  and  E.  X.  Horsford — have  recently 
given  their  testimony  in  favor  of  the  Medical  Education  of  Females, 
by  deciding  to  admit  a  female  pupil  to  that  institution  for  the  term  of 
1853-4. 
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The  application  was,  however,  withdrawn;  the  Students  having, 
among  other  Resolutions  (as  published  in  the  Boston  Transcript), 
'Resolved,  That  no  woman  of  true  delicacy  would  be  willing,  in  the 
presence  of  men,  to  listen  to  the  discussion  of  subjects  that  necessarily 
come  under  the  consideration  of  students  of  medicine.  Resolved,  That 
we  are  not  opposed  to  allowing  Woman  her  rights,  but  do  protest 
against  her  appearing  in  places  where  her  presence  is  calculated  to 
destroy  our  respect  for  the  modesty  and  delicacy  of  her  sex.' 

It  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  that  the  students  were  correct  in 
their  views,  and  that  propriety  and  the  'respect'  of  which  they  speak, 
require  a  separate  School  and  Hospital  for  the  professional  education 
of  women;  and  that  much  more  do  those  considerations  require  that 
females  practise  among  their  own  sex.'' 

RECEIPTS  not  otherwise  acknowledged. 

Drs.  Scofield  1.  Row*  2,  Peake  2.  Masters  2.  Jervey  2,  Vanvoorhis.  2.  Miller  2,  I).  S.  Kissam  2, 
Robbins  2,  Wood  2,  Shackelford  2,  Jones  2.  Mack  1,  Grafton  2,  Bodley  1,  Post  2,  Gilbert  2,  John- 
son 1,  Howe  2,  Fennel  3,  Monkur  2,  Perkins  20,  Doling  2,  Hun  15. 
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ECTl'RES  on  OPHTIIAIjTOIC  Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  pro 
I    SURGEBV.-Tlio  subscriber  will  fession,  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 


give  his  third  Annual  Course  of  Lectures,  for:  Tickets,  for  the  Course  can  be  obtained  of  Dr. 
1853-4,  on  the  Anatomy,  Phvsiologv.  Pathology.  Stephenson,  at  his  residence,  167  East  14th  St.. 
andTheraputics  of  the  Eve."  at  the  NEW  YORK  ..rat  the  Hospital. 

OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL.  No.  6  Stiwes.vxt  The  profits  derived  from  these  Lectures  are  to 
PLACE,  between  3d  Avenueand  9th  St.  ibe  given  to  that  institution. 

The  Introductory  to  the  course  will  !>e  given     Lecture  on  Thursday  Evening  of  each  week 
on  WEDNESDAY,  Nov.  9th,  at  S  o'clock,  P.  M.  during  the  winter,  and  Cliniques  every  Tuesday , 
Subjed  : — "The  qualification.-  requisite  to  con -Thursday  and  Saturday  from  1  to  2P  M. 
stitute  an  accomplished  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  :  MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.  D., 

and  the  onlv  means  by  which  thev  may  be  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital, 
attained."   "  1    New  York,  October  20th  1853 
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NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  COL.' 
LEGE. — Th<?  next  Annual  Course  of 
Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College  will 
commence  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  October, 
1853,  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March, 1854 
Horace  Green.  M.  1)..  I'rof.  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  I).  I'rof.  of  Mate 
ria  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.  I'rof.  of  Midwifery 
and  the  Diseases  of  women  and  Children. 
R.  Ogden  Doremi's.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 
S.  M.  Carnoctia.v.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Operations  of  Surgery. 

Edmund  R.  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  General 
Descriptive  and  Microscopic  Anatomy. 

E.  If.  PARKER;  M.D.l'rof.  of  Physiology  and 
Pathology. 

Joel  Parser,  I,  L.  D.  Prof,  of  Medical  Juris 
prudence. 

D.  S.  Co.VANT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anato- 
my. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  lectures  will  com. 
mence  on  Monday,  the  3d  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  medical  students. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  forclass- 
es  on  the  first  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe 
a  most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully 
representing  external  and  internal  Pathology, 
together  with  the  whole  series  of  the  Microsco- 
pic Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other 
city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  ac- 
cess to  the  New  York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospi- 
tal, and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispen 
saries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical, 
and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  w  ill  be  held  weekly 
by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Ob 
stetrical  cases  aud  subjects  for  dissection  are 
abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 
«  Matriculation  Fee  $5  ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket 
$5  ;  the  full  course  $105  ;  for  the  final  examina- 
tion $30. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMCS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
New  York  Medical  College, 
East  Thirteenth  st.  near  Broadway 


Joiln  A.  Ijdki.l,  M.  I).  Demonstrator  of  Anato- 
my and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum. 
LEWIS  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
James  Knox,  Janitor. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques  as  in  former 
years.  The  Dissecting  Room  will  be  opened  ear- 
ly, and  abundantly  supplied  with  Material. 

Matriculation  Fee  $5;  Fees  for  the  full  Course 
of  lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  $105  ;  but 
"tudents  are  not  required  to  take  out  all  the 
tickets  during  one  Session.  Graduation  Fee 
$25. 

Hoard,  average  $3  per  week. 
For  further  information  apply  to 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Dean. 


COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS  AND 
SURGEONS,  NEW  YORK. — The  Forty-se 
venth  Session  of  this  Institution  will  commence 
on  Moudav.  October  14.  1853.  and  contiuue  till 
Thursday,"  March  12.  1854.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  sub-graduate  course,  a  preliminary 
course  will  commence  on  Monday.  Sept.  30,  and 
continue  till  October  14. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M  D..  I,.  I..  D.  Presi 
dent  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Clin- 
ical Surgery. 

Joseph  Mather  Smith.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  The 
ory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medi- 
cine. 

John  Torrey.  M.  I)..  L.  L.  D.  I'rof.  of  Chemis- 
try and  Botany. 

Robert  Watts,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Willard  Parker.  M.  D.  I'rof.  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Chandler  R.  Oilman,  M.  I).  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Alonzo  Clark.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology. 

Eukua  Bartlett,  M.  D.  I'rof.  of  Materia  Medi- 
ca and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 


PENNSYLVANIA   COLLEGE— ME 
dical  Department. — Ninth  below  Locuet- 
treet.,  Philadelphia. 
The  Facnlty  is  constituted  as  follows  : 
William  Darrach,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  Wii.tbank,  M.  I).  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Henry  S.  Paterson.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

David  Gilbert,  M.  I).  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  J.  Reese,  M.  P",  Prof,  of  Medical  Chem- 
ist r}-  and  Pharmacy. 
J.  M.  Allen,  M.  D.  I'rof  of  Anatomy. 
Francis  Gcrney  Smith,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  In- 
titutes  of  Medicine. 

William  H.  Cobrecht,  M.  D.  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1853-4  will 
commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of  October,  and 
continue  until  the  ensuing  1st  of  March. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  early  in 
September,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor 
of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator. 

Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Fees.— Matriculation  $5  00 

To  each  Professor   15  00 

Graduation  30  00 

For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar, 
July.  185$.  No.  181  N.  Ninth-st..  Philada. 


UNIVERSITY  OP  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA. Medical  Department. — Eighty-eighth 

Session  (1853-4.) 

The  lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  Oc- 
tober 10.  and  terminate  in  the  middle  of  March 
ensuing. 

George  B.  Wood,  M.D.  Prof,  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Joseph  Lody.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Joseph  Carson.  JI.  I).  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Pharmacy. 

Robert  E.  Rogers.  M.  D.  I'rof.  of  Chemistry. 

Wiluam  Gibson,  M.  D.  I'rof.  of  Surgery. 

HUSH  L.  Hodge^  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  Jackson.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine. 

Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  in  Surge- 
ry by  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty  as- 
sisted by  W.  W.  Gerhard.  M.  D. 

The  Course  of  Dissections  will  be  conducted 
by  the  Prof,  of  Anatomy,  aided  by  F.  W.  Sar 
gent,  M.  D..  Demonstrator. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  I'uiversi- 
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ty,  $105;  Matriculating  Fee.  (paid  once  only,) 
$5;  Hospital  Fee,  $10;  Practical  Anatomy,  $10  ; 
Graduating  Fee,  $30. 

•JOSEPH  CARSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Medical 
Faculty,  332  Walnul-strect,  between  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth-street. 

F.  B.  Dick,  Janitor,  University. 

JEFFERSON  MEDICAXi  COL.' 
LEGE. — SESSION  <W  1853-54. — The  regular 
Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday 
the  10th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  firs 
day  of  March.  Tiik  Annual  Commencement  for 
conferring  degrees  will  be  held  early  in  March, 
instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  month,  as  formerly 
Robley  Dunglison,  M.  D.  I'rof  of  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  &c. 

Robert  M.  Huston,  M.  I).  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 

Joseph  Pancoast,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  General  De 
scriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

John  K.  Mitchell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

Thomas  D.  Mi'tter,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Charles  D.  Meius,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Franklin  Bacue,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry 

Ellersue  Wallace.  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  montl 
of  October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and 
Surgical  Cases  will  be  investigated,  prescribed 
for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year, one  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  cases  were  treated, and  three  hundred 
and  eighteen  operations  performed.  Among  them 
were  many  major  operations — as'amputation  of 
the  leg,  foot,  mamma:,  lithotomy,  lithoutripsy. 
ligation  of  the  carotid,  plastic  operations  of  the 
face,  neck,  arm,  &c.  removal  of  superior  and 
inferior  maxillary  bones,  reduction  of  luxations 
of  hip,  shoulder,  &c,  treatment  of  fractures. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the 
students  to  attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical  de- 
monstrations at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissecting 
rooms  will  be  open  under  the  direction  of  the 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator 

Matriculation  Fee,  (which  is  paid  only  once,) 
$5  ;  Each  Professor,  $15,  $105  ;  Graduation  Fee 
$30. 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last  Ses 
sion  was  556  ;  and  of  Graduates  223. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
358  Arch-street,  July,  1853. 

*,fj KI>I<  AI,  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO  

1TJI  Session  of  1853-54.— The  Thirty  Fourth 
Annual  Course  of  lectures  will  commence  on  the 
First  Monday  in  November,  under  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  on  the  last  of  February. 

L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

T.  O.  Edwards,  M.  I).,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medi- 
ca and  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurispru 
dence.  * 

G.  W.  Baylesk,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Ashbury  Evans.,  M.  D„  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

N.  T.  Marshall,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology. 


Charles  W.  Wrk;ht.  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Thomas  Wood,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgical  and 
Practical  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  Oil  the 
first  of  October,  under  the  care  of  the  Professor 
of  Surgical  anil  Practical  Anatomy,  and  students 
may  rely  on  a  full  supply  of  material,  through- 
out the  session. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the 
Practice  of  Medicine  anil  Surgery,  will  be  deliv- 
ered regularly  throughout  the  session,  at  the 
Commercial  Hospital.  In  addition  to  this,  a 
College  Clinic  will  be  established,  which  will 
afford  a  large  amount  of  clinical  instruction. 

Preliminary  Lectures  will  be  delivered  during 
the  month  of  October,  by  the.  members  of  the 
Faculty.  This  course  (which  will  be  free)  will 
embrace  lectures  at  the  Hospital  and  College.  It 
will  not  infringe  on  the  regular  course. 

The  New  College  Edifice  is  an  ample  and  con- 
venient building,  and  is  well  adapted  to  the 
comforts  of  students. 

Fees — For  the  whole  course,  including  the 
Dissecting  Ticket,  $101  ;  Matriculation  Ticket, 
$5  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee  $25. 

Good  Board,  including  fuel  and  lights,  will 
average  about  $2,50  per  week. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.,  Dean. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  I.OI  IS VILJ.F..— 
Medical  Department. — The  Lectures  in  this 
Department  will  commence  on  the  last  day  of 
October  next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  day  of 
February. 

Charles  W.  Short,  M.  D..  Emeritus  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Descriptive 
and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lansford  P.  Yandell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physio- 
logy and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  I).  Prof,  of  Obstetric  Medi- 
cine, 

Lewis  Rocers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

Benjamin  Sii.uman,  Jr.,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Al'stin  Flint,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  An- 
atomy and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each 
Professor  is  $15,  ($105  in  all)  payable  invariably 
in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library  fee  to- 
gether, $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Practical 
Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken 
at  least  once  before  graduation.  Rooms  open 
from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all 
Students,  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of 
October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week,  at 
the  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.  Tickets  $5 
to  be  taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established,  in  con- 
nection with  the  University,  at  which  operations 
are  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lec- 
tured upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

DSP  Good  boarding  can  be  procured  at  from 
$2  50  to  $3  00  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 
July,  1853.  Dean  of  tho  Faculty. 
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RATION  AL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

XX  Washington.  The  Thirty-second  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  fourth 
Monday  in  October,  and  continue  until  Marcl: 

Thomas  Mii.i.KR.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

VVm.  P.  JOHSSOM,  M.  D.  Prof.  Of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

JOSHCA  BUST,  M.  P.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
Therapeutics  and  Hygiene,. 

John  Fred.  May.  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

Grafton  Tvi.kh.  m.  n.  Prof,  of  Pathology  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Robert  Knra  Stone.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Uicrosco 
pical  and  Pathological  anatomy. 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  I).,  Prof,  of  Cheuris  1 1  , 
and  Pharmacy. 

Cius.  F.  Force,  M.  D.,  Prosecutor  and  lie 
monstrator. 

The  facilities  for  the  prosecution  of  l'ractical 
Anatomy  are  ample. 

Like  most  similar  institutions  in  Europe,  th 
desks  from  which  the  regular  Lectures  are  given 
and  the  wards  for  clinical  instructions  are  under 
the  same  roof. 

The  extensive  additions  to  the  buildings  -in" 
the  last  session  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
sick  will  greatly  extend  the  usefulness  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic. 

FEES. — The  entire  expense  for  a  full  Course  of 
lectures,  is  $95  ;  Practical  Anatomy  by  the  De 
imm-t  rater,  $10 :  Matriculating  Fee,  (payable 
only  once.)  $5  :  Graduating  expenses,  $•_'£ 

Admissions  to  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic 
through  the  whole  course  without  charge. 

ROBERT  KING  STONE.  M.  D 
Dean  of  the  Faculty 
Office  and  residence  cor.  F.  and  14th  streets. 

UNIVERSITY  OP  NASHVILLE, 
Medical  Department. — The  Third  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  com 
mence  on  Tuesday  the  first  of  November  next 
and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

Pai  l  F.  Era,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

John  M.  Watson  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the  I  li- 
pases of  Women  and  Children. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D..  Surgical  and  Patho 
logical  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Prac 
tice  of  Medicine. 

C.  K.  Winston.,  M.  D..  Materia  Medica  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence, 

RoiiERT  M.  Porter.  M.  I)..  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Llxpsley.  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

William  T.  BWGGS,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  stu- 
dents on  the  first  Monday  of  October, 

A  full  Preliminary  crmrse  of  Lectures  will  be 
given  by  the  Professors,  commencing  also  on 
the  first  Monday  in  October. 

The  Students  will  havefree  access  to  the  State 
Hospital. 

Fee  of  each  Professor  S15.  Matriculation  tick- 
et $5  ;  Dissecting  ticket  S10  ;  Graduation  fee  S25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  at 
from  $2,50  to  $3  per  week.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Dean. 

J.  B.  LIN'DSLEY.  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Terin.,  Feb.  1853. 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.  
In  future  two  full  Courses  of  lectures  will 
be  delivered  annually  in  this  Institution:  the 
Full  t',i,ir,;  commencing  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on  the  third 
Tuesday  in  February.  Each  course  will  continue 
sixteen  weeks,  and  degrees  will  he  conferred  at 
the  close  of  each  term. 

Aliie.v  MARCH,  M.  D.  President  and  Prof,  of 
Surgery. 

JAKES  McNauSHTON,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  Komevn  BECK,  M.I).  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica. 

James  II.  Armsuv.  M.  I).  prof.  of  Anatomy. 

Thomas  Hex.  M.  I).  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine. 

Amos  Dean.  Esq.  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Howard  Townsend.  M.  D.  Prof .  of  Obstetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Carr.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy . 

Fees  for  the  First  Course  S60.  For  the  Second 
Course  S50.  For  both  courses,  if  paid  at  the 
commencement  of  the  first  course,  $100.  Ma- 
triculation Fee  So.  Graduation  Fee  S20.  Third 
Course  Stttdenti  have  only  the  Matriculation  fee 
to  pay.  Graduates  at  other  Institutions  are  ad- 
mitted free  of  charge.  There  will  be  Cliniqucs 
as  usual  in  the  College.  Clinical  lectures  will 
be  delivered  also  in  the  Hospital,  free  of  charge. 

The  expense  of  hoarding  is  from  $2  to  $3  per 
week.  THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


HOOD  «lt  SANDERSON'S  TRUSS. 
— This  instrument  is  a  simple  arrangement 
by  which  the  mechanical  action  is  made  to  con- 
form to  the  anatomical  construction  of  the  body. 
Its  force,  directed  from  the  centre  toward  Die  sides, 
and  the  pressure  confined  to  the  inguinal  canal, 
closes  the  internal  opening,  and  places  the  disease 
under  the  control  of  "the  natural  processes." 
by  which  the  cure  is  effected.  This  principle, 
laid  down  by  the  surgical  writers  of  every  age, 
will  he  manifest  when  we  look  at  the  circular 
shape  of  the  body.  the  length  anil  direction  of  the 
anal  through  which  the  bowels  protrude,  and  the 
necessity  of  a  backward,  an  upward  and  inward 
direction  of  the  pressure,  to  force  the  viscera 
back  into  the  cavity.  Then,  understanding  that 
the  disease  is  but  a  distension  of  the  canal 
through  winch  sundry  vessels  pass  from  the  ab- 
domen, it  will  be  alike  plain  that  the  retention, 
or  closure  of  the  internal  opening  against  fur- 
ther protrusion,  must  facilitate  the  contractions 
essential  to  the  cure.  Where  nothing  is  broken, 
it  will  be  further  understood  there  will  be  no- 
thing to  heal,  and  if  we  observe  the  action  of 
the  springs  in  use — the  variety  of  pads  and  fix- 
tures to  make  them  available — all  pressing  only 
upon  the  external  abdominal  ring — and  contrast 
them  with  the  indications  of  the  disease  to  be 
treated,  the  numerous  theories,  the  variety  of 
trusses,  and  the  Bufferings  of  the  atllicted,  will 
not  lie  a  matter  of  astonishment.  The  direction 
of  the  pressure  is  alone  the  mystery  of  the  cure, 
and  as  experience  has  decided  in  favor  of  our 
principle — as  surgeons  are  not  blacksmiths,  and 
blacksmiths  not  surgeons — and  as  the  disease 
has  attained  an  incurable  character,  we  invite 
the  afflicted  to  examine  our  instrument,  to  look 
into  their  condition,  and  determine  the  bandage 
necessary  to  their  case. — For  sale,  wholesale  or 
retail,  by  J.  II.  Gembrw,  13  South  Eighth  street, 
Philadelphia,  or  .;.  M.  SANDERSON,  3  Barclay- 
street,  New  York. 

Also.  Agents  for  Palmer's  Artificial  Limbs. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  "PALMER'S  PATENT,55 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  I  hiladelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street  and  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and  Manufac- 
factured  by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Eurpe.    It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  :  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  ••THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LTMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  aud  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every other  kind  of,  limb. 
had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London.  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  e%*er  invented, 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux,  Paris,  forty  vears,  and  M.  LALLEMAND, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H. 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
case  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  ; 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per 
sons,  are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  thi 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

'T  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau 
tiful  ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos- 
sess it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utilitv. 

VALENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University. 
New  York,  January,  29, 1851. 
"I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use. 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  1 
am  acquainted.        WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  I). 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851." 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man- 
ufactured by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co..  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits", 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CAKN'OCHAN,  M.  I). 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 
Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc 
New  York,  April  12, 1853. " 


•  Gextlemkx. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers.   Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  iu  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHE.  Surgeon. 
To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmki:  &  Co. 
U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7, 1851." 
"I  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CH  EES  EM  AN  M.  I). 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

Philadelphia.  March  27, 1851. 
•'  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  Jby  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  D.  M LITER,  M.  P.. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College,  Phila. " 

'•  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  epinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it.  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgerv  in  the  University  of  Penn." 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

SITRCEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Bostox,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  plea- 
sure and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
assistance 
rOHNC.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARI), 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
S.  I).  TOWNSENP, 

j.  mason  Warren, 
1).  ii.  storer, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
states  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  they  will  be  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 
B.  F.  PALMER,  E.  D.  HUDSON, 

A.  S.  CURRIER. 


Surgeons  and  Physiciai 
to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 
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OTTO  &  KOBHLER,  58  Chatham 
Street — second  Boor. — By  an  experience  of 
a  long  series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of 
Surgical  and  OrthopedicaA  Machines  and  Instru- 
ments, Trusses,  Jiandages,  t£c,  tfe.,  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age 
in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  We 
therefore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons  to  give 
us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham  st.,  ('2d  floor) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially 
our  improved  instrument  for  Vaccination  which 
is  the  most  finished  article  of  its  kind. 

"  ETHER-PEARLS." 

DEIXUC  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  lenmm  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
given,  without  smell,  taste  or  cvaporatvjn  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tannatc  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  Heal  and 
guarantee  of  Iiurreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also, 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents, 

DELLUC  &  CO., 

PHAffilACKU  mM,  CHEMISTS 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 


KrvscK c:ac bum  ?v  mfe 
XI  KA.\(  i:  COIN  I?  ANY,  of  tii? 

City  or  Nkw  Tops,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker 
Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen 
eral  Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
ind  deposited  $100,000  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
i  security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact 
the  usual  business  of  life  Insurance  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  witli  security  and 
stability. 
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CLOSE  OF  THE  VOLUME 

With  the  present  number  of  the  Gazette,  our  fourth  volume  is 
closed,  of  which  all  subscribers  will  take  notice,  and  renew  their  sub- 
scriptions by  transmitting  two  dollars  by  mail,  as  advance  payment 
for  the  year  1854.  Delinquent  subscribers  now  owe  three,  dollars 
according  to  our  terms  :  but  if  paid  before  the  1st  of  January,  by 
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is  very  desirable. 
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plete files,  or  to  new  subscribers,  if  early  application  be  made. 
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J3@°"  Advertisers  are  informed  that  a  large  edition  of  the  January 
number,  offers  great  facilities  for  reaching  the  medical  public. 

Terms  for  siuglc  insertion  :  a  column  $5,  a  page  $10,  and  smaller 
advertisements  in  proportion.  A  large  deduction  made  on  quarterly 
and  annual  advertisements. 
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EMIGRANT'S  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  is  a  statistic  of  the  operations  performed  during  the 
year  commencing  September  1st,  1852,  in  the  Surgical  department  of 
this  large  Hospital,  which  now  contains  more  beds  than  the  Hotel 
Dieu  of  Paris.  Professor  Carnochan,  the  Surgeon-in-chief,  still  main- 
tains the  character  of  this  institution  in  regard  to  the  successful  re- 
sults of  the  operations  performed. 

Amputation  of  the  thigh   5,  cured. 

Amputation  of  the  leg,  below  the  knee   3,  cured. 

Double  Capital  operation  of  Amputation  of  the  arm  near 

the  shoulder-joint  and  trepanning  the  skull — (primary)  1,  cured. 

Partial  amputation  of  the  foot — (caries)   1,  cured. 

Amputation  through  the  metacarpal  bones — (caries)   2,  cured. 

Resection  of  the  elbow  joint,  (caries)   1,  cured. 

Resection  of  wrist  joint,  (lower  portion  of  radius  and  ulna, 

and  first  row  of  the  carpal  bones,  (caries)   1,  cured. 

Extirpation  of  large  tumors  of  the  neck,  (glandular)   3,  cured. 

Ligature  of  common  carotid,  for  large  tumor,  osteo-cephalo- 

ma  of  lower  jaw   1,  died. 

Syme's  operation  for  stricture   1,  cured. 

Vicious  cicatrix  of  the  hand,  from  burn   1,  relieved. 

Fistula  in  ano   11,  cured. 

Operation  for  Entropion,  Crampton's.   19,  cured. 

Operation  for  Hydrocele   6,  cured. 

For  ununited  fracture  of  thigh,  seton   1,  cured. 

Operation  for  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  Jobert's   not  terminated. 

For  fistula  lacrymalis   1,  cured. 

For  strabismus   6,  cured. 

Operation  for  trepanning,  abscess  of  brain  following  fracture 

of  the  skull   1,  died. 

Operation  for  Ptosis,  (Hunt's)   1,  cured. 

Fissure  of  anus   1,  cured. 

Extirpation  of  mamma,  schirrus,  four  months  after  the  ope- 
ration  „ .  „   1,  died. 

Extirpation  of  testis,  cancer,  5  months  after  phthisis  super- 
vened  1,  died. 

Tenotomy,  flexion  of  the  knee   1,  relieved. 

Operation  for  varicose  veins,   2 

Staphyloma   8 

Operation  for  Phymosis   30 

For  paraphymosis   8 

Buboes  opened   70 

Paraycha.*,  incised   55 

Large  abscesses  incised   60 

Dislocation  of  shoulder  reduced,  two  3  months,  1  4  mos.  9 

Numerous  minor  amputations 

FRACTURES  TREATED. 

Fracture  of  tibia   2 

"      of  tibia  and  fibula   2 

"      of  patella   1 

"      of  humerus   7 

"      of  clavicle   12 

"      of  lower-jaw   3 
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Fracture  of  vertebrae   3 

"      of  cranium   2 

"      of  fingers   3 

"      of  Radius   4 

"      of  lower  end  of  Radius  (Barton's)   7 

"      of  the  olecranon   1 

"      of  the  scapula   1 

"      of  the  ribs   7 

"      of  the  ilium   1 

"      of  the  condyles  of  the  humerus   1 


Of  the  above  fractures  those  of  the  vertebral  died  and  one  of  the  cranium  ; 
the  rest  were  treated  without  resulting  deformity. 

HARRY  HENSLEY,  M.  D. 

House  Surgeon. 
S.  D.  GOULD,  M.  D., 

House  Surgeon. 
T.  THOMAS,  M.  D., 

House  Surgeon. 
JAS.  HARRIS,  M.  D., 

House  Snrgeon. 


TWO  CASES  OF  TRAUMATIC  TETANUS 

With  observations,  by  John  O'Reilly,  M.  D.,  Licentiate,  and  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  Resident  Fellow  of  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Peter  Jennings,  aged  23  years,  born  in  Ireland,  a  laborer,  of 
bilious  temperament,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1853,  whilst  leaping  down 
from  a  scaffold,  had  his  boot  penetrated  by  an  old  nail,  which  punc- 
tured the  sole  of  his  foot,  at  a  point  corresponding  to  the  metatarsal 
articulation  of  the  fourth  toe.  The  wound  did  not  give  him  much 
trouble  until  the  25th,  when  he  experienced  a  disagreeable  feeling 
about  his  throat,  and  found  some  difficulty  in  swallowing.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  sought  medical  relief ;  but  not  being  satisfied 
with  the  aid  afforded  him,  he  called  on  Dr.  James  Sweeney,  an  in- 
telligent and  well  informed  medical  practitioner,  who  at  once  detected 
the  nature  of  the  case,  and  declared  the  patient  had  Tetanus.  In 
consequence  of  some  pecuniary  difficulties,  Doctor  Sweeney  recom- 
mended the  patient  to  be  sent  to  the  City  Hospital.  This  proposition 
was  rejected.  On  the  29th  I  was  summoned  to  visit  the  patient. 
His  countenance  at  once  told  the  nature  of  his  case.  The  muscles  of 
the  face,  neck,  back  and  abdomen  were  contracted,  diaphragmatic 
spasm  very  frequent,  accompanied  by  Opisthotonos.  He  could 
scarcely  swallow  anything,  and  every  attempt  to  do  so  brought  on  fits 
of  Dysphagia,  the  pulse  was  80,  the  skin  was  moist. 
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I  considered  the  best  treatment  that  could  be  put  into  practice, 
was  to  put  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  Chloroform,  with  a  view 
of  relaxing  the  muscles,  and  giving-  him  rest.  Accordingly  I  did  so  ; 
before  he  was  fully  under  the  influence  of  the  medicine,  two  ounces  of 
it  were  consumed  by  inhalation.  The  patient  enjoyed  rather  a  good 
night,  and  the  next  morning  I  again  put  him  under  the  influence  of 
Chloroform,  and  repeated  the  operation;  in  the  evening,  I  also  directed 
strong  beef  tea  and  sweet  milk  whey,  to  be  copiously  imbibed  by  the 
patient.  The  exhibition  of  Chloroform  by  inhalation  was  continued 
to  the  first  of  June,  when  it  had  to  be  suspended,  in  consequence  of 
the  patient  protesting  against  its  use,  and  exclaiming  it  would  suf- 
focate him.  On  the  2d  of  June,  I  ordered  a  mixture  composed  of 
nine  drops  of  Chloroform,  a  drachm  of  Majendie's  solution  of  Mor- 
phine, and  three  ounces  of  Peppermint,  to  be  given  in  divided  doses 
during  the  twenty-four  hours,  the  nutritious  regimen  to  be  continued. 
The  patient  was  kept  on  this  treatment  until  the  16th  of  June. 
Melioration  was  daily  manifesting  itself  ;  the  intervals  between  the 
paroxysms  were  getting  longer  and  longer,  and  ultimately  ceased  in 
toto,  leaving  the  patient  in  a  convalescent  state,  who  has  since  re- 
sumed his  employment  and  continues  in  excellent  health.  I  should 
have  stated  that  his  bowels,  which  were  constipated,  were  kept 
open  by  Calomel  combined  with  Croton  Oil  and  Tobacco  enemata. 

Mr.  Robert  Oreen,  aged  16  years  and  nine  months,  born  in  Not 
York,  of  sanguineous  temperament,  on  the  15th  September,  1853,  re- 
ceived a  punctured  wound  in  the  middle  of  the  sole  of  the  foot  by  a 
nail.  On  the  28th  of  September,  he  complained  of  uneasiness  about 
his  neck,  and  ou  the  following  day  consulted  a  physician.  The  symp- 
toms getting  worse,  and  the  medical  attendant  having  intimated  to 
the  patient's  mother  that  he  had  "  Lockjaw,"  and  that  his  life  was  in 
the  greatest  danger,  I  was  requested  to  see  him  on  the  2d  of  October. 
He  had  the  expression  of  countenance  peculiar  to  patients  suffering 
from  tetanus. 

The  muscles  about  the  neck  and  trunk  were  contracted.  He  could 
scarcely  swallow  ;  he  was  apprehensive  of  being  suffocated  when  he  at. 
tempted  to  do  so.  He  said  he  knew  he  would  die  of  the  disease,  and 
he  suffered  considerably  from  despondency,  his  pulse  was  about  70,  and 
his  skin  was  moist.  I  put  him  under  the  influence  of  Chloroform.  A 
small  quantity  only  required  to  be  inhaled.    However,  the  effect  pro- 
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duccd  did  not  continue  long.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  I  directed 
six  drops  of  Chloroform,  sixty  drops  of  Majendie's  solution  of  Mor- 
phine, and  three  ounces  of  Peppermint  water,  be  taken  in  divided 
doses  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  I  also  had  the  patient's  strength 
sustained  by  strong  broths,  sweet  milk  whey,  &c.  His  bowels  were 
kept  free  by  Calomel,  combined  with  Croton  oil  and  Tobacco  enemata. 
He  appeared  to  be  doing  well  until  the  8th  of  October,  when  he  was 
attacked  more  severely  than  usual  with  laryngismus,  and  died  rather 
suddenly  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  October,  in  a  paroxysm. 

The  foregoing  cases  must  be  considered  highly  interesting,  and  im- 
portant. It  is  quite  clear  the  Chloroform  exercised  a  benign  influence 
in  the  first  case,  assisted  by  the  Morphine  and  nutritious  regimen. 
The  constitution,  by  the  aid  thus  afforded  to  it,  gained  sufficient  time 
to  battle  against  the  formidable  malady,  which  threatened  its  existence. 

The  "  Modus  Operandi "  of  Chloroform  appears  susceptible  of  ex- 
planation. Its  anaesthetic  influence  is  conveyed  by  the  nerves  to  the 
brain,  and  from  the  latter  by  reflex  action  to  the  spinal  cord,  and  the 
nerves  proceeding  from  it.  Thus  at  once,  it  sets  the  miad  at  rest,  and 
relaxes  the  muscular  system.  Another  great  advantage  is  gained  by 
the  Chloroform,  inasmuch  as  it  enables  the  patient  to  take  nourish- 
ment, and  thus  precludes  the  possibility  of  his  being  sacrificed  by  in- 
anition. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  may  be  anticipated  from  what  I 
have  already  stated,  that  as  soon  as  the  patient  is  placed  under  the 
influence  of  Chloroform  the  muscles  become  relaxed.  With  respect 
to  the  second  case,  the  patient  died  of  Asphyxia.  Had  the  operation 
of  Tracheotomy,  as  recommended  by  the  learned  and  scientific  Dr.  Mar. 
shall  Hall  been  performed,  the  patient's  life  might  have  been  saved,  as 
time  would  be  thus  given  to  the  patient  to  throw  off  the  disease. 

In  the  treatment  of  Tetanus,  there  are  three  grand  objects  to  be 
attained. 

Firstly,  to  keep  the  patient  in  a  quiescent  state  by  the  agency  of 
Chloroform,  so  as  to  enable  the  constitution  to  exhaust  the  morbific 
influence  exercised  on  the  nervous  system. 

Secondly,  to  have  recourse  to  Tracheotomy  as  soon  as  Laryngismus 
would  assume  an  alarming  aspect,  and  thus  prevent  the  patient  from 
being  asphyxiated,  before  the  remedies  relied  on  for  his  recovery  would 
have  time  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

Thirdly,  to  support  the  strength  of  the  patient  with  6trong  broths 
and  milk  diet  with  assiduity.    (It  will  be  recollected  that  the  patient 
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cannot  masticate,  or  swallow  solid  substances, )  so  as  not  to  allow  him 
to  die  for  want  of  nutriment,  and  also  to  invigorate  him  to  withstand 
the  repeated  attacks  to  which  he  is  constantly  exposed. 

In  the  first  case  it  will  be  remembered,  it  took  a  large  quantity  of 
Chloroform  to  put  the  patient  under  its  influence,  and  it  is  worthy  of 
notice,  that  its  effects  continued  permanent  for  some  hours,  whereas 
in  the  second  case,  a  very  small  quantity  was  required  to  be  inhaled, 
and  its  effect  was  of  short  duration. 

In  the  first  case,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  the  cerebro  spinal  system  was 
more  fully  developed  than  in  the  second  case,  and  consequently  was 
better  able  to  resist  the  destructive  inroads  of  the  disease. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  in  the  treatment  of  those  cases,  I  did  not 
place  total  reliance  on  any  one  particular  remedy.  In  fact  I  gave  the 
patients  the  benefit  derivable  from  the  administration  of  Opium, 
Chloroform,  and  Tobacco.  Now  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  happy 
termination  of  the  first  case  was  chiefly  attributable  to  the  good  effects 
caused  by  the  Chloroform. 


Communication. 

A  Specimen  of  Ignorance  and  Bad  Luck  in  a  Medical  School. 

SURGICAL  SCENES. 

Place— New  York  University  Medical  College. 
Time— 3  P.  M.,  30th  September,  1853. 

Dramatis  Persona — William  H.  Van  ,  Professor  of  Gen- 
eral and  Descriptive  Anatomy,  Woman  and  Infant,  Medical  Students, 
Assistants,  &c,  &c. 

SCENE. 

The  Clinical  Lecture  room. 

Enter  Professor,  followed  by  Woman  and  Infant,  who  has  club  feet. 
Professor  to  Woma  n— Have  you  procured  the  shoes  1  told  you 
about. 

Woman — -Yes  Doctor,  here  they  are. 

Professor — They  will  do  very  well.  (To  students. )  This  gentlemeu  is 
a  case  of  Talipes  Varus,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Club  foot. 
I  shall  now  operate. for  it  by  dividing  the  tendo  achilles.  It  is  as  you 
will  see,  a  most  simple  operation,  and  the  only  danger  is,  that  there  is 
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a  possibility  of  the  post  tibial  artery  being  divided,  which  might  result 
in  serious  consequences  to  the  patient  ;  but  from  my  own  experience, 
I  must  say,  that  I  never  heard  of  a  case  in  which  the  artery  has  been 
wounded,  nor  can  I  conceive  it  possible  without  the  grossest  careless- 
ness !    I  will  now  perform  this  little  operation. 

(The  Professor  puts  the  child  into  the  proper  position  and  proceeds 
to  operate.  Upon  the  first  introduction  of  the  knife  there  is  a  rush  of 
arterial  blood,  which  makes  it  evident  that  the  post  tibial  artery  has 
been  divided.) 

Professor — Gentlemen,  by  the  quantity  of  blood  lost,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  I  have  divided  the  post  tibial  artery  along  with  the 
tendon,  but  I  do  not  expect  the  slightest  ill  consequences  to  result 
from  it.  In  fact  our  greatest  authorities  in  Surgery  tell  us  we  are  to 
fay  no  attention  whatever  to  arteries !  It  was  only  the  other  day  I  was 
speaking  with  an  eminent  Surgeon  from  Philadelphia,  and  he  assured 
me,  that  in  operating  upon  young  children  he  entirely  disregarded, 
arteries  !  [Scene  closes. 


[We  copy  the  following  editorial  from  the  Stethoscope  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  which  is  creditable  to  the  candor  and  magna- 
nimity of  our  southern  confrere.  He  says  more  for  us  than 
our  modesty  would  allow  us  to  say  of  ourselves.] 

THE  MEDICAL  ADVANTAGES  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  advantages  held  out  by  the  great  commercial  metropolis  of 
this  continent  to  the  medical  student,  whether  he  is  an  undergraduate 
or  not,  do  not  seem  to  be  appreciated  in  the  South.  It  is  very  custo- 
mary for  Southern  graduates,  before  they  enter  upon  their  candidacy 
for  practice,  to  go  to  Philadelphia  for  a  double  dub  of  M.  D.,  or  to 
Paris  for  what  the  call  the  "  Hospital  Advantages."  We  are  quite 
sure  that  ignorance  of  the  facilities  afforded  in  the  great  city  of  New 
York  for  prosecuting  medical  studies,  even  down  to  the  most  uncom- 
mon specialities,  prevents  hundreds  from  annually  availing  themselves 
of  them.  We  have  had  the  most  ample  opportunities  of  visiting  the 
almost  innumerable  hospitals,  cliniques,  dispensaries,  public  and  pri- 
vate lecture  rooms  and  other  places  of  instruction,  and  we  unhesita- 
tingly declare  that  New  York  city  is  not  only  the  most  extensive  tliea- 
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tre  for  medical  study  on  this  continent,  but  that  it  affords  facilities  to 
the  student  and  to  the  rusty  practitioner,  hardly  excelled  by  any  of 
the  European  cities. 

It  is  very  true  that  New  York  is  comparatively  to  us  of  the  South 
very  much  at  home.  There  we  learn  no  new  tongue,  save  the  mock- 
ing-bird cockneyism  so  highly  esteemed  by  our  Northern  friends  ;  we 
do  not  see  or  hear  Syme  or  Simpson,  Fergusson  or  Williams,  Vel- 
peau,  Roux  or  Dubois,  Graves  or  Stokes,  Diefenback  or  Louis,  Pa- 
tolli  or  Gavazzi,  nor  any  of  the  other  great  men  of  foreign  fame  ;  we 
do  not  pick  up  the  foreign  manner  nor  return  with  t  he  reputation  of  a 
foreign  education  ;  (!)  but  most  men's  minds  are  not  capable  of  ab- 
sorbing, even  like  a  sponge,  more  solid  knowledge  or  experience  than 
they  must  be  dipped  into  at  New  York.  Though  there  is  no  alms- 
house nor  hospital  like  Salpetrierc  or  Hotel-Dieu,  with  their  thousands 
of  inmates,  the  student  in  New  York  finds  more  cases  of  every  char- 
acter than  he  can  study  or  observe.  We  can  call  to  mind  only  a 
few  of  the  places  which  we  visited  in  May  last  ;  but  the  following, 
which  we  recollect,  will  illustrate  the  idea  we  desire  to  impress  of  the 
immense  field  for  clinical  study. 

The  Emigrants'1  Hospital. — We  spent  five  hours  in  passing  through 
the  wards  of  this  grand  establishment  with  its  accomplished  surgeon 
in  chief  Dr.  Carnochan,  who  invited  us  to  accompauy  him  in  his  visit. 
It  contains  over  1,000  beds,  and  last  year  more  than  10,000  patients 
were  treated  in  it — 400  of  them  were  obstetric  cases.  We  saw  al- 
most every  variety  of  disease,  and  learned  that  the  student's  fee  for 
attendance  was  not  more  $10  per  annum. 

The  Belkvne  Hospital. — We  visited  this  place  on  a  clinique  day, 
and  witnessed  several  operations  by  the  able  surgeon  and  professor  of 
surgery,  Dr.  Parker,  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  It 
contained  then  about  650  patients,  (more  than  La  Charite)  and  is 
free  for  students.    Last  year  4,240  patients  were  treated  there. 

The  New  York  City  Hospital,  situated  on  Broadway,  contains  over 
400  beds,  and  is  provided  with  a  magnificent  library  and  pathological 
house.  Post-mortem  examinations  are  made  daily  under  the  direction 
of  the  attending  medical  men.  It  is  always  full,  and  has  every  day 
the  cases  of  accident  and  injury  from  the  streets.  There  are  400  beds, 
and  last  year  it  accommodated  nearly  4,000  patients.  The  charge 
for  attending  there,  is  only  $8  per  annum. 

The  Penitentiary  Hospital  is  the  venereal  establishment.    Its  cases 
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last  year  amounted  to  nearly  1,000,  of  every  class  and  variety. 
Though  Ricord  is  not  there,  nearly  all  of  Ricord's  cases  are  to  be  seen 
there  every  day,  and  a  weekly  clinique  is  held. 

The  Ophthalmic  Hospital  and  Ear  Infirmary  are  places  where  the 
special  diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  can  be  prosecuted  to  great  advan- 
tage. Cliniques  are  delivered  three  times  a  week,  and  the  student  is 
not  crowded  out. 

Besides  these,  there  are  many  other  places  accessible  to  the  student. 
The  Maisons  de  Sante  of  Brooklyn  and  surrounding  banlieus  are  not 
inconsiderable.  The  public  dispensaries  "afford  the  student  great  ad- 
vantages, and  the  private  dispensary  days  of  individual  city  practi- 
tioners are  interesting.  Dr.  Detmold,  the  most  distinguished  ortho- 
pedic surgeon  perhaps  in  the  world,  and  Dr.  Green,  the  most  success- 
ful operator  iu  throat  disease,  besides  dozens  of  others  who  grant 
access  to  their  private  offices,  afford  to  the  stranger  in  New  York 
facilities  for  learning  that  which  they  cannot  obtain  elsewhere  on  this 
continent. 

The  schools  in  New  York  city  are  as  good  as  any  in  America. 
There  is  some  mongrelism  in  them,  and  we  cannot  decide  which  is  the 
best,  nor  can  we  see  why  each  one  is  not  equal  to  its  neighbor.  For 
their  organization,  (not  their  government,)  we  call  attention  to  their 
advertisements  in  this  number  of  the  Stethoscope.  If  a  student  goes 
North  to  graduate,  we  would  recommend  him  to  look  around  care- 
fully and  see  the  standing  of  each  college  (not  as  regards  numbers  of 
graduates)  before  he  matriculates.  If  he  desires  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  a  practitioner  with  a  chance  to  get  patients  and  the  ability 
to  treat  them,  he  can  find  a  school  in  New  York  which  will  afford  hira 
the  facilities,  if  he  has  mind  and  application  enough  to  use  them,  to 
prepare  himself  for  his  career. 

We  do  not  mean  to  disparage  Southern  schools,  nor  Philadelphia 
either.  If  a  student  wants  a  diploma  to  make  him  a  doctor,  he  can 
go  anywhere  and  get  it  ;  and  we  trust  that  he  can  get  one  in  the 
South  as  good  as  one  from  New  York.  But  as  many  hundreds  go 
North  annually,  and  as  very  few  of  them  seem  to  know  anything  at 
all  of  New  York,  we  have  not  thought  it  could  be  considered  more 
than  a  venial  sin  to  call  attention  to  the  great  theatre  of  medical 
advantages  in  this  country. 

We  cannot  close  this  notice  without  saying  that  any  one,  in  the 
great  city,  could  at  once  become  the  grand  medical  school  of  the  New 
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World,  if  it  would  come  up  immediately  to  the  requirements  of  the  age. 
Either  one  of  tbem  could  extend  its  course  to  six  months,  give  public 
examinations,  require  all  the  medical  sciences  to  be  diligently  prose- 
cuted, and  adopt  the  system  of  concourance  for  its  professorships, 
without  losing  a  dollar.  Will  they  not  see  that  they  have  the  best 
chance  to  be  the  first  to  adopt  and  profit  by  all  the  reforms  demanded 
by  the  age  in  the  educational  system  ?  We  hope  to  see  the  oldest  or 
the  youngest  college  in  the  city  make  the  start  at  an  early  day.  It 
will  soon  find  its  lecture  rooms  too  small. 


From  the  North  Western  Med.  &  Surg.  Journal. 
Physiology  of  Spiritual  Table  Tipping.    By  E.  Andrews,  M.  D. 

This  veriest  humbug  that  ever  exhaled  from  the  caverns  of  delu- 
sion, has  brought  to  light  one  remarkable  physiological  truth,  viz.: 
the.  power  of  other  functions  of  the  mind  besides  the  will  over  the  muscles. 
Physicians  should  lose  no  time  in  investigating  it,  for  another  oppor- 
tunity equally  good  may  not  occur  in  a  century.  Besides,  physicians 
owe  it  to  society  to  expose  delusions  which  are  based  on  physiological 
phenomena,  since  they  alone  are  competent  to  do  it.  They  should 
examine  it,  therefore,  that  their  exposure  may  not  be  the  laugh  of  ig- 
norance, but  the  piercing  sarcasm  of  men  who  understand  the  nature 
of  what  they  speak. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Beecher,  N.  J.,  at  the  request  of  an  ecclesiastical 
association,  has  written  a  small  work  on  this  subject,  in  which  he 
takes  the  ground  that  the  "  manifestations"  are  actually  the  work  of 
evil  spirits.  His  admission  of  the  spirituality  of  the  performances  has 
had  a  bad  effect  in  this  region.  All  the  tipsy  tables  have  tipped  with 
unwonted  confidence  ever  since,  and  thousands,  who  held  it  to  be  mere 
nonsense  before,  are  now  staggered  to  learn  that  a  Beecher  has  decided 
for  the  spirits. 

We  shall  give  this  work  a  brief  review  for  two  reasons  :  one  is 
because  many  physicians  who  may  not  see  the  work  itself  will,  never- 
theless, have  to  combat  the  influence  of  its  name,  and  the  other  is, 
because  it  is  a  fine  sample  of  the  pranks  cut  up  by  the  nervous  system, 
which  no  longer  content  to  delude  hysterical  girls,  and  superstitious 
old  men  and  women,  has  in  these  last  days,  bestrode  the  pulpit,  and 
made  a  learned  divine,  one  from  a  family  of  ecclesiastical  giants,  think 
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that  there  is  actually  a  telegraph  from  the  infernal  regions,  and  that 
we  are  in  the  daily  receipt  of  dispatches  from  the  devil. 

The  treatise  in  question  commences,  very  necessarily,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts.  Now,  good  reader,  what  kind  of  a  statement  of 
facts  do  you  suppose  was  made  by  the  clergyman  of  mighty  name,  this 
Beecher,  who  wasappointei  by  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Associa- 
tion to  report  on  Spiritual  Rappings.  You  who  are  accustomed  to 
the  searching,  fact-sifting  of  scientific  bodies — you  possibly  imagine 
that  he  commences  with  a  careful  description  of  the  observations  and 
experiments  whereby  he  determined  the  phenomena,  and  with  a  clear 
statement  of  the  tests  whereby  he  sifted  out  the  error,  and  analyzed 
the  whole  to  the  ultimate  fact  elements!  Most  learned  doctor,  you  are 
mistaken.  The  whole  question  of  facts  in  contained  in  a  dozen  lines. 
Here  it  is  : 

"  The  facts  which  constitute  the  pneumatic  argument  arrange  them- 
selves in  four  classes  : — 

"  Class  1.    Mysterious  intelligent  sounds  and  movements. 
"  Class  2.    Involuntary  polyglott  speaking  and  writing. 
"  Class  3.  Apparitions. 

"  Class  4.  Doctrines,  revelations,  poems,  prophecies  and  medical 
prescriptions,  all  delivered  through  the  above  instrumentalities." 

This  is  all  he  has  to  say  about  the  facts.  The  subsequent  pages 
are  learned  and  eloquent,  but  to  what  purpose  ?  In  science  we  are 
accustomed  to  require  onr  authors  to  state  item  by  item,  all  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  their  facts  are  observed,  and  all  the  tests  to 
which  they  were  subjected,  because  experience  has  shown  that  asser- 
tions not  thus  scrutinized  are  not  worth  a  fig,  and  all  arguments  based 
on  them,  though  they  may  be  very  logical,  prove  no  more  than  a  puff 
of  nonsense. 

He  next  proceeds  to  do  battle  with  two  opposing  theories,  which 
he  handsomely  demolishes,  for  he  is  good  at  the  sword  exercise  of 
argument.  He  also  brings  up  "od"  or  "  odyle"  with  evident  opproba- 
tion,  as  the  means  by  which  evil  spirits  effect  their  communications 
with  men,  women  and  tables,  upsetting  the  latter,  jerking  the  elbows 
of  the  former,  and  kicking  up  a  row  generally. 

This  odyle  is  a  name  given  to  a  supposed  agent  or  force,  by  Baron 
von  Rcichenbach,  of  Vienna.  It  is  supposed  to  be  diffused  through- 
out the  universe,  and  the  Baron  has  written  a  book  of  some  400  pages, 
filled  with  his  observations  and  experiments  upon  it.    At  some  future 
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time  we  may  review  it  for  the  amusement  of  our  readers,  at  present 
suffice  it  to  say  the  majority  of  his  phenomena  were  evidently  nothing 
but  the  disordered  sensations  of  the  "  sensitive"  and  "  nervous"  sub- 
jects upon  whom  he  experimented.  The  Baron  was  evidently  igno- 
rant of  the  pathology  of  the  nerves  of  sensation.  Whoever  reads  his 
work  without  understanding  physiology  will  wonder  and  admire,  but 
a  physiologist  will  wonder  and  laugh. 

The  rest  of  Beecher's  essay  is  devoted  to  showing  that  the  tipping 
and  rapping  spirits  are  evil  and  not  good  spirits. 

We  have  had  some  acquaintance  with  ecclesiastical  bodies,  and  we 
think  we  can  account  for  the  production  of  this  curious  document  with- 
out any  disparagement  to  that  noble  profession.  Clergymen,  as  a 
body,  are  not  engaged  in  discovery.  Their  business  is  not  so  much  to 
investigate  new  truths,  as  to  enforce  old  ones  ;  hence  in  their  associa- 
tions they  assign  topics  to  each  other,  not  so  much  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  facts  as  to  develop  originality  of  thought  and  fire  of  expression. 
In  all  probability  the  Congregational  Association  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  cared  not  one  fig  for  the  investigation  of  this  humbug,  but 
knowing  that  Mr.  Beecher  held  some  peculiar  notions  upon  it,  wished 
to  enliven  their  meeting  by  drawing  forth  his  ideas  and  his  eloquence. 

But  laying  Beecher  aside,  what  and  how  much  is  there  is  these 
"  manifestations."  We  have  taken  some  pains  to  investigate  the  mat- 
ter, and  we  affirm,  as  the  result  of  our  observations,  that  if  you  reject 
one-half  of  all  the  accounts  for  falsehood,  and  then-two  thirds  of  the 
remainder  for  exaggeration  and  mistake,  there  will  remain  the  follow- 
ing solid  facts  ; 

1st.  Disordered  innervation,  causing  delusions  of  the  senses  and 
spasmodic  twitching  of  the  muscles  in  all  parts  of  the  body. 

2nd.  Tables,  stands  &c,  by  placing  the  medium's  hands  flat  upon 
the  upper  surface,  may  be  made  to  move  about  the  room,  get  upon  a 
sofa,  dance  to  music,  and  tip  out  intelligent  answers  to  questions  with- 
out any  consciousness  of  voluntary  exertion  by  the  medium. 

3rd.  The  medium  may  write  communications  and  answers  to  ques- 
tions without  any  voluntary  direction  of  the  hand  or  pencil. 

Any  one  who  will  seat  half  a  dozen  ladies  of  nervous  temperament 
at  a  table,  and  cause  them  to  hold  their  hands  immoveably  upon  it 
for  an  hour,  may  produce  the  manifestations  of  twitching  and  disor- 
dered sensation,  and  a  few  repetitions  will  generally  suffice  to  develop 
the  table-moving  power. 
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The  character  of  many  of  the  mediums  is  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
their  agency  is  involuntary,  at  the  same  time  our  investigations  have 
demonstrated  the  action  of  the  muscles.  They  usually  suppose  that 
with  the  hands  laid  flat  upon  tlie  smooth  top  of  a  table,  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  muscular  action  to  take  effect,  and  we  have  often  seen  them 
raise  the  hand  so  as  only  to  touch  the  table  with  the  ends  of  their 
fingers  and  thumbs — a  manoeuvre  which  satisfies  most  observers  that 
there  is  no  muscular  action  in  the  case. 

Our  first  experiment  was  to  see  whether  this  position  of  the  hands 
was  a  sufficiently  rigid  test.  To  our  surprise  we  found  that  with 
merely  the  tips  of  our  fingers  t  ouching  the  table  we  could  imitate  all 
the  evolutions  of  the  spirits.  We  caused  it  to  traverse  the  room  in 
every  direction,  made  it  dance  to  music,  and  mount  upon  the  sofa, 
and  with  the  tip  of  one  finger  pressed  upon  the  top  of  it,  we  could  use 
force  enough  to  cause  it  to  lie  slowly  down  upon  its  side,  and  rise  up 
again.  We  next  took  a  circular  cherry  table,  four  feet  in  diameter, 
and  placing  our  hands  fiat  upon  the  top,  we  caused  it  to  walk  up  the 
perpendicular  walls  of  our  office,  and  then,  top  downwards,  to  walk 
all  about  the  ceiling.  Being  thus  satisfied  that  muscular  power  was 
competent  to  the  effect,  we  proceeded  to  test  for  its  actual  existence 

The  mediums  were  confident  that  the  tables  heaved  and  moved 
spontaneously  beneath  their  hands.  We  placed  a  sheet  of  paper 
beneath  their  hands,  when  lo  !  the  table  stood  still  while  the  paper 
slid  all  over  it.  We  next  placed  a  book  under  their  hands,  and  two 
round  wooden  pencils  under  the  book  as  rollers.  The  book  rolled 
about  with  great  activity,  but  the  indignant  table  would  not  budge  an 
inch.  We  then  placed  our  hands  under  those  of  the  medium,  when 
we  could  distinctly  feel  the  latter  pushing  and  pulling  upon  our  own. 
It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  the  power  was  exerted  by  the  medium, 
not  by  the  table.  Lastly,  we  placed  our  fingers  upou  the  tendon  of 
the  lotissimus  dorsi  muscle  where  it  crosses  the  axilla,  and  hating 
ascertained  that  it  was  relaxed,  requested  the  table  to  tip, 
when  we  could  feel  the  tightening  of  the  tendon  as  it  drew  the  arm 
back.    The  muscular  action  was  decided. 

We  next  proceeded  to  test  by  questions,  both  vocal  and  mental,  by 
which  we  ascertained  the  following  facts  : 

1 .  When  the  question  was  vocal  and  the  medium  knew  what  the 
answer  should  be,  the  spirit  invariably  replied  correctly. 

2.  When  the  question  was  such  the  medium  neither  knew  the 
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answer,  nor  could  have  any  possible  chance  of  hitting  right  by  coinci- 
dence the  response  was  invariably  wrong. 

3.  When  there  was  a  chance  of  hitting  right  by  coincidence,  and 
in  questions  of  yes  and  no,  and  questions  of  numbers  and  some  others, 
the  answers  were  sometimes  right  and  sometimes  wrong. 

4.  If  the  questions  were  mental,  and  no  chance  of  guessing  right 
existed,  the  answers  were  always  false.  If,  in  addition,  the  counte- 
nance was  so  guarded  as  not  to  show  when  a  mental  question  was 
asked,  the  answers  were  not  only  false  in  substance,  but  out  of  time 
with  the  question  ;  and  answers  repeatedly  came  when  no  question  had 
been  asked. 

The  following  arc  our  notes  of  one  of  these  dialogues.  It  was  a 
writing  medium  of  the  most  unquestionable  integrity.  Having  ascer- 
tained that  the  spirit  could  answer  questions  otherwise  than  by  yes 
and  no,  we  proceeded  both  with  vocal  and  mental  questions. 

Question,    (vocal)  Will  the  spirits  communicate  ? 

Spirit.  Yes. 

Q.    (vocal)  Whose  spirit  is  writing  now  ? 

5.  William  Bassett's. 

Q.    (mental)  William,  how  many  brothers  has  J  ? 

S.  Yes. 

Q.    (mental)  Where  does  the  oldest  one  live  ? 
8.  No. 

Q.    (mental)  Are  they  both  married  ? 
S.    Yes.    (This  was  incorrect.) 
Q.    (mental)  How  many  sisters  has  he  ? 
S.  Yes. 

Q.    (mental)  Who  married  his  sister  ? 
S.  Yes. 

Q.    (vocal)  Will  the  table  tip  ? 
S.  Yes. 

Q.    (vocal)  In  how  many  minutes  ? 

S.    10.    (The  spirit  used  figures.) 

Q.    (vocal)  Will  the  spirit  write  it  in  letters  ? 

S.  Ten.  (Here  the  company  went  to  the  table  and  set  half  an 
hour,  but  it  would  not  tip. 

Q.  (vocal)  What  has  been  performed  here  to-night  ?  (Here  the 
pencil  wrote  something  which  was  probably  meant  for  "  spirits,"  but 
it  was  nearly  illegible  and  looked  more  like  the  word  "  infernal." 
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Medium  to  the  Spirit.  That  isn't  good  ;  can't  you  write  a  little 
plainer  ? 

The  pencil  then  wrote  after  the  former  word  very  distinctly, 
S-p-i-r-i-t-s,  "  Spirits  ;"  whereupon  we  took  the  slate  and  read  the 
communication  to  the  company,  "  Infernal  spirits."  It  was  obvious 
to  those  present  that  the  "infernal  spirits"  did  not  stand  very  rigid 
testing. 

Putting  together  these  with  other  facts,  therefore  it  was  clear  that 
the  knowledge  of  the  medium  and  the  chances  of  conjecture,  had  some 
connection  with  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the  answers  ;  in 
short,  that  the  communication  came  from  living  souls  in  this  world, 
not  from  "  infernal  spirits"  of  the  other.  And  yet,  the  high  and  irre- 
proachable character  of  the  mediums  compelled  us  to  believe  that 
their  actions  were  not  voluntary.  The  question  then  remained,  Can 
the  mental  express  themselves  in  muscular  actions  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  will  ? 

The  table-tippers  and  spirit-writers  have  developed  one  great  truth, 
which,  though  previously  known  in  special  applications,  has  only 
recently  seemed  to  receive  a  full  general  acknowledgment,  and  that  is 
this  :  Not  only  the  will,  but  every  other  function  of  the  mind  is  a 
natural  stimulant  to  the  muscles,  competent,  when  acting  with  the 
will  to  give  it  double  effect,  but  also  able  to  act  without  it  and  pro- 
duce intelligent  involuntary  actions. 

Undoubtedly  the  clearest  devolopment  of  this  principle  is  seen  in, 
the  muscles  of  the  countenance.  These  are  handed  over  almost  en- 
tirely to  the  involuntary  class,  and  almost  all  their  action  is  in  res- 
ponse to  the  stimulus  of  thought  and  emotion  ;  there  is  no  volition, 
no  consciousness  of  their  action.  It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  thought 
and  emotion,  as  well  as  volition,  have  control  over  muscular  power. 

We  hold  that  every  muscle  in  the  body  is  subject  to  the  same  influ- 
ence, and  that  the  reason  why  we  do  not  notice  it,  is  because  the  su- 
perior power  of  volition  masks  the  effects  of  the  other  mental  functions. 
If  this  is  true,  then  we  should  expect  that  by  giving  these  functions  a 
relative  preponderance  over  the  will,  they  would  re-assert  their  motor 
power  and  bring  the  muscles  under  their  control.  This  may  be  done 
by  giving  the  emotions  unusual  power,  as  in  terror  or  in  pain,  the 
involuntary  writhing  and  recoiling  of  which  are  too  familiar  ;  or  it  may 
be  done  by  concentrating  the  thoughts  on  a  particular  action  and  with- 
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holding  the  will.  This  is  the  method  of  the  mediums,  and  by  it  they 
secure  action  which  corresponds  to  thought  without  volition. 

Normally,  however,  this  power  acts  in  conjunction  with  the  will. 
This  is  the  triple  strength  which  nerves  the  limbs  of  men  under  intense 
excitement — the  superadded  force  which  renders  them  competent  to 
meet  great  emergencies  We  often  see  at  a  fire  instances  where  men 
with  a  very  slight  voluntary  effort  will  pick  up  and  carry  off  a  piece 
of  furniture  which  they  could  not  lift  in  their  cooler  moments.  A 
striking  instance  of  the  tremendous  energy  of  this  superadded  force 
occurred  in  one  of  the  old  Scottish  wars.  A  soldier  struck  a  horse- 
man with  a  battle-axe  with  such  violence,  that  the  weapon  at  one  blow 
clove  down  through  the  rider  and  his  horse,  killing  both,  and  then 
broke  a  paving-stone  beneath. 

The  common  experiment  of  a  few  persons  lifting  another  on  the 
tips  of  their  fore-fingers  is  another  instance.  Standing  around,  they 
all  take  breath  together,  and  at  a  given  signal  they  blow  under  the 
persons  to  be  raised,  when  he  raises  like  a  cork.  So  striking  is  the 
result,  and  so  little  is  the  consciousness  of  exertion,  that  the  operators 
often  imagine  that  the  person  is  raised  by  the  breath  they  blow  under 
him,  and  not  by  their  fingers.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  the  sole  use 
of  the  breath  is  to  be  a  signal,  and  by  the  formality  of  the  prepara- 
tion, to  concentrate  their  thoughts  intently  on  the  desired  action. 

We  are  perfectly  aware  that  unexplainable  stories  are  every  day 
feold,  but  they  vary  of  two  things  ;  first,  of  phenomena  not  rigidly 
tested,  and  secondly,  of  second-hand  statements.  We  have  in  our  in- 
vestigations detected  eye-witnesses  of  the  very  highest  integrity,  in 
egregious  false  statements  in  consequence  of  their  excitement. 

In  conclusion,  we  give  it  as  our  own  impression,  that  the  claim  of 
"spirituality"  for  the  "  manifestations,"  is  an  unmitigated  humbug, 
and  we  are  willing  to  test  it  with  any  decent  medium  that  dare  try  it. 
We  will  ask  twenty  plain  and  fair  questions,  and  we  defy  any  medium 
in  or  out  of  Michigan  to  answer  them  all  correctly,  either  by  writing, 
rapping,  or  tipping  ;  and  we  will  set  a  suitable  table  in  our  room, 
and  after  we  have  taken  the  proper  measures  to  prevent  the  applica- 
tion cf  muscular  action  and  mechanical  force,  we  defy  all  the  spirits 
out  of  Pandemonium  to  move  it  a  single  foot. 
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Selection©. 

Dr.  Cartwright,  Mrs.  Willard,  Western  Editors,  and  "the  battle 
of  the  evidences." 

We  have  above  a  most  comprehensive  subject  for  an  article.  Mrs. 
Willard  has  propounded  a  new  theory  of  the  circulation,  which  she  or 
her  friends  designate  as  the  "Willardian"  theory.  Dr.  Cartwright 
espouses  the  new  doctrine  ;  and  by  reference  to  his  lexicon,  he  shares 
in  the  discovery,  by  inventing  it  a  name,  and  the  whole  is  christened 
by  Dr.  C,  (after  due  research  in  the  aforesaid  lexicon,)  "  the  Wil- 
lardian discovery  of  the  hsematokiuetic,  or  new  motive  power  of  the 
blood."  Whether  the  blood  has  recently  acquired,  as  Dr.  C.'s  phrase- 
ology would  indicate,  any  new  motive  power,  we  are  unable  to  say — 
indeed  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  condensing  our  own  opinions  upon  this 
point,  and  of  enlightening  our  benighted  readers,  that  we  pen  this 
article.  Some  side  issues  have  come  up  in  this  matter.  Dr.  Cart- 
wright has  drawn  most  of  his  physiological  arguments  from  Holy 
Writ.  Moses  and  the  prophets  it  seems  were  in  advance  of  their 
times.  We  were  aware  that  the  sanitary  system  of  Moses  for  the 
government  of  the  camp  of  Israel  was  a  very  perfect  one  ;  and  Dr. 
Cartwright  informs  us  that  "  he  (Moses,  was  the  greatest  physiologist 
of  any  age."  Now  some  of  our  Western  editorial  brethren  have  been 
imprudent  enough  to  declare,  that  with  all  due  deference  to  Moses, 
they  prefer  Dr.  Carpenter.  Whereupon  some  other  medical  editors 
sound  the  alarm.  The  authenticity  of  the  scriptures  is  attacked,  and 
the  "battle  of  the  evidences"  is  to  be  fought  in  the  medical  journals. 

Now  here  is  a  very  pretty  quarrel.  One  would  guess  there  was  a 
"  lady  in  the  case  "  somewhere.  Dr.  Cartwright  comes  up  vigorously 
in  defence  of  the  new  theory.  Gallantry,  religion,  and  scientific  zeal 
alike  urge  him  on.  From  our  boyhood  we  have  felt  an  irresistible 
impulse  to  have  a  share  in  any  "  muss"  that  is  going  on,  and  though 
we  do  not  suppose  that  all  this  matter  is  going  to  save  a  patient  for 
any  man,  or  do  any  other  practical  good,  yet  the  thing  has  such  an 
admirably  scientific  tone,  that  we  like  it.  We  appeal  to  an  intelligent 
profession,  if  there  is  in  all  Dunglison,  a  longer  word  than  "  hsema- 
tokiuetic." Great  names  are  cited  as  on  the  point  of  conversion. 
Dr.  Bennet  Dowler  is  represented  as  struggling  against  conviction  in 
the  most  affecting  manner  ;  and  all  the  good  names  in  New  Orleans 
are  introduced  as  in  a  somewhat  similar  condition  of  stubborn  un- 
35 
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belief— averting  their  eyes  from  the  truth,  and  refusing  to  follow  the 
lead  of  a  woman,  because  she  is  a  woman  ! 

We  have  not  seen  anything  from  Mrs.  Willard's  pen  having  any 
special  bearing  on  the  theory  itself— her  own  articles  in  the  journals 
being  confined  to  sundry  explanations  as  to  her  feelings  of  thankful- 
ness at  having  been  made  the  feeble  instrument  by  which  the  medical 
world  was  to  be  shaken,  and  her  dread  of  the  persecution  which  she, 
in  common  with  Luther,  Galileo,  and  Jenuer,  was  to  endure. 

Dr.  Cartwright  is  the  mouthpiece,  and  to  his  arguments  we  will 
first  direct  our  attention.  In  the  first  experiment  cited  by  Dr.  C,  a 
"  Nilotic  saurian,"  a  "  Niliaca  fera,"  alias  an  alligator,  was  made  what 
the  Dr.  calls  "  the  messenger  of  the  mandate  for  your  (Mrs.  Willard's) 
enrolment  among  the  immortals."  The  experiment  was  briefly  this  :— 
An  alligator  was  killed  by  tying  the  trachea  ;  the  walls  of  the  chest 
were  then  removed,  artificial  inflammation  commenced,  "and  soon  a 
faint  quivering  of  moving  blood  in  the  diaphanous  veins  of  the  lungs 
began  to  be  seen,  *  *  *  *  and  at  length  the  blood  began  to 
run  in  a  stream  from  the  lungs  into  the  quiescent  heart.  Then  the 
heart  began  to  quiver,  and  soon  to  pulsate.  Finally  the  animal  vin- 
dicated his  vitality  by  "  vigorous  exertions  to  get  loose,  biting  and 
snapping  at  everything."  Years  ago  we  performed  this  experiment 
on  an  opossum,  with  equal  success.  Dr.  C.  draws  from  it  the  infer- 
ence, that  "  the  primuvi  mobile  of  the  circulation,  and  chief  motive 
powers  of  the  blood  are  in  the  lungs  and  not  in  the  heart.  Dr.  C.  does 
not  resort  to  the  theory  of  molecular  motion  to  account  for  this.  The 
evolution  of  caloric  he  considers  a  sufficient  cause  ;  the  blood  moving 
in  the  lungs  like  water  in  a  tea-kettle.  It  has  long  been  our  convic- 
tion, that  in  every  misconception  or  error,  there  is  a  germ  of  truth. 
It  is  not  contended  that  the  heart  acts  independently  of  the  other 
vital  processes  in  its  propulsive  functions.  No  one  has  ever  supposed 
the  heart  to  be  capable  of  carrying  on  the  circulation  for  any  length  of 
time,  without  the  aid  of  lungs.  But  it  is  an  error  to  suppose,  that 
because  in  a  state  of  asphyxia  the  lungs  are  first  to  show  signs  of 
motion,  that  they  are  really  primum  mobile.  The  heart  acts  during 
foetal  life  while  the  lungs  are  quiescent — it  inaugurates  the  movement, 
and  blood  must  be  sent  from  the  heart  to  the  lungs,  before  the  neces- 
sary chemical  changes  can  occur.  Wc  will  take  the  other  case,  that 
of  Asphyxia.  Here  blood  is  present  in  the  lung — it  meets  with 
oxygen — a  motion  occurs  ;  it  is  slowly  propelled  to  the  quiescent 
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heart.  Does  this  prove  the  motive  power  in  the  lungs,  or  in  the  blood 
itself  ?  Molecular  motion,  the  effect  of  pressure  upon  the  capillary 
vessels  of  the  lungs  by  the  inflation  of  the  air  cells,  seems  as  likely  as 
another  cause  to  induce  this  motion.  The  healthy  performance  of  the 
circulatory  function  depends  on  many  conditions.  Different  densities, 
occasioning  different  pressures,  seem  to  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter. 
The  movement  of  muscles  furnishes  this  condition  ;  atmospheric  pres- 
sure within  the  lungs,  against  the  antagonistic  action  of  the  thoracic 
walls,  also  supplies  it.  Again  this  condition  of  different  densities, 
blocks  Mrs-.  Willard's  theory  at  the  heart.  Suppose  that  by  caloric 
the  first  impulse  is  given  in  the  parenchyma  of  the  lung,  the  blood 
reaches  the  heart,  and  encounters  these  muscular  motions  which  expel 
it  in  a  direction  contrary  to  that  communicated  by  the  lung.  This 
"chief  motive  force  "  then  extends  no  farther  than  the  pulmonary 
vein.  Reverse  the  experiment  ;  put  a  stop  to  heart  motion,  and  then 
restore  it.  The  lungs  stop  with  the  heart.  By  irritation  of  the  heart 
by  galvanism,  (or  as  we  have  always  seen  it  done,  by  simply  pinching 
its  substance,)  you  restore  its  action,  and  the  blood  is  propelled 
from  the  heart  to  the  lungs.  Here  you  are  on  the  other  horn  of  the 
dilemma — the  heart  is,  in  this  case  as  in  foetal  life,  the  first  moving 
force  ;  it  requires  no  argument  to  prove  it  the  chief  power.  One 
experiment  is  as  good  as  the  other,  and  both  involve  the  same  un- 
certainties. 

After  a  careful  perusal  of  Dr.  Cartwright's  subsequent  articles  and 
experiments,  we  are  unable  to  find  any  new  arguments  in  support  of 
this  theory.  He  claims  that  all  resuscitations  of  drowned  people, 
and  still-born  infants,  are  vindications  and  proofs  of  its  truths.  He 
might  have  added,  that  every  foetal  heart  pulsating,  in  utero,  is  a  con- 
tradiction of  it. 

He  then  quotes  Lord  Bacon,  and  Newton,  to  the  effect  that  dis- 
coveries are  to  be  judged  by  their  results.  With  marvelous  compla- 
cency he  next  assumes,  that  all  ventilation,  all  dumb-bells,  and 
gymnastic  exercises  ;  all  those  health-giving  processes  which  act  by 
giving  vigor  to  the  respiratory  functions,  are  the  legitimate  derivatives 
of  Mrs.  Willard's  theory — that  they  are  its  fruits. 

So  much  for  the  scientific  features  of  this  hypothesis.  The  side 
issues  to  which  we  have  alluded  are  also  worthy  of  notice.  In  what 
we  have  said  of  "  Moses  and  the  prophets,"  no  irreverence  was  in- 
tended, and  no  unbelief  indicated.    But  we  always  (for  the  sake  of 
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that  religion  which  has  given  us  so  many  blessings)  deprecate  and 
protest  against  the  lugging  in  of  scriptural  texts  and  arguments  in 
favor  of  a  scientific  theory.  Thus  Dr.  Cartwright  asserts  that  Mrs. 
Willard's  is  "  the  physiological  doctrine  taught  iu  the  Pentateuch  : 
'  The  life  of  the  flesh  is  in  the  blood.'" — (Lev.  xvii.  11.) 

We  have  elsewhere  quoted  an  assertion  of  the  great  physiological 
acquirements  of  Moses.  This  is  simply  absurd.  Truth,  if  it  is  truth, 
should  sustain  itself.  The  Bible  was  intended  as  a  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  and  not  as  a  compendium  of  scientific  truth.  An  editor  of 
a  western  medical  periodical,  declares  himself  ready  to  buckle  on  the 
armor,  and  fight  the  battle  of  the  evidences  in  the  pages  of  his  jour- 
nal. When  we  have  settled  some  mooted  points  in  pathology  and 
therapeutics  ;  and  when  we  have  physiological  knowledge  enough  to 
know  positively  whether  science  contradicts  inspiration,  we  shall  be 
ready  to  go  into  a  theological  discussion.  Thus  far,  as  seeming  con- 
tradictions to  Bible  truth  have  ariseu  iu  scientific  research,  further  in- 
vestigation has  reconciled  them.  We  trust  this  will  always  be  the 
case.  In  the  meantime,  we  shall  read  our  Bible  for  the  benefit  of  our 
heart,  rather  than  our  head,  aud  seek  elsewhere  for  scientific  truth. 

S.  B.  H. 


PROFESSOR  CHARLES  A.  LEE. 

[This  gentleman  who  first  unmasked  the  Spirit  Rappers  at 
Buffalo,  by  the  public  detection  and  exposure  of  the  Fox  girls 
and  Mrs.  Fish,  the  originators  of  the  imposture,  soon  after 
they  began  their  career,  seems  not  to  ■  be  discouraged  by  the 
continued  success  of  the  weird  sisters  in  New- York,  despite 
of  their  convicted  knavery. 

He  has  since  turned  his  attention  to  Table-moving,  the  kin- 
dred and  reigning  delusion,  and  as  long  ago  as  May  last,  he 
published  the  following  exposition  in  the  Tribune.  It  will  be 
seen  that  he  clearly  anticipates  Mr.  Faraday's  subsequent  ex- 
planation, which  is  identical  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  the  latter 
rather  tells  what  it  is  not,  than  what  it  is.  Dr.  Lee  may  claim 
the  priority  by  several  months,  but  unfortunately  his  admis- 
sions of  the  phenomena  of  Animal  Magnetism,  and  Psycho- 
logical nonsense  as  a  part  of  his  exposition,  are  fatal  to  the 
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usefulness  of  his  effort.  There  is  not  a  whit  more  of  philoso- 
phy or  truth  in  these,  than  in  table-moving  or  spirit-rapping. 
All  belong  to  the  same  category  of  ignorance  or  villany. 

We  insert  Dr.  Lee's  article  as  a  well  meant  effort  on  the 
subject,  notwithstanding  this  defect.] 

TABLE  MOVING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Tribune. 
Sir  :  I  have  been  expecting  for  some  time  to  see  some  rational  ex- 
planation of  the  phenomena  of  "table  movings"  so  called,  but  seeing 
none,  and  as  superstitious  ideas  are  still  associated  with  them  in  the 
minds  of  many,  I  submit  the  following  to  the  consideration  of  your- 
self and  readers. 

The  explanation  of  these  phenomena,  as  it  seems  to  me,  may  be 
found  in  the  well  known  fact,  that  muscles  will  act  in  obedience  to  emo- 
tional impulses  and  a  predominant  idea,  without  any  exercise  of  the  will, 
and  often,  in  opposition  to  it — the  person  not  being  conscious  of  having 
exerted  any  muscular  power. 

It  is  not  every  person  that  can  voluntarily  induce  this  state,  to  that 
degree  requisite  to  move  tables,  &c,  without  consciousness  of  exer- 
tion, but  there  are  some,  and  in  every  neighborhood,  one  or.  more  ; 
so  that  there  is  scarcely  a  person  in  the  community  now,  who  has  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  phenomena.  The  emotional 
state,  in  the  case  of  table  moving,  consists,  chiefly,  in  many  instances, 
in  the  strong  belief,  or  expectation,  that  through  some  electrical  or 
other  mysterious  influence,  the  table  will  sooner  or  later  move  ;  but 
this  is  not  essential — the  very  idea  of  table-moving,  without  any  faith 
in  it,  will  excite,  after  a  while,  in  many  individuals,  involuntary,  auto- 
matic movements,  and  the  table  will  move,  while  the  person  who  causes 
its  movements,  is  entirely  unconscious  of  exerting  volition,  or  the 
slightest  amount  of  force.  If  the  table  be  heavy,  such  individual, 
will  after  a  time,  feel  weary  and  exhausted  ;  which  is  often  errone- 
ously attributed  to  the  abstraction  of  electricity  from  the  body.  This 
abstraction  of  mind,  and  concentration  upon  one  idea,  with  or  without 
the  strong  expectation  of  success,  at  length  excites  involuntary  efforts, 
often  very  powerful,  which  even  the  will  probably  could  not  restrain, 
and  the  table  cuts  many  strange  antics,  and  makes  sundry  irregular 
movements,  now  forward,  and  now  from  the  individual,  in  total  viola- 
tion of  all  laws  of  attraction  or  repulsion,  as  connected  with  elec- 
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tricity,  or  any  other  known  agent.  The  will,  however,  is  not  wholly 
without  influence,  for  the  table  will  take  the  direction  which  the  indi- 
vidual wishes,  or  which  some  one  present  may  indicate,  as  up  stairs, 
or  toward  a  particular  part  of  the  room,  or  will  stand  on  one  leg,  or 
revolve  in  either  direction,  or  move  to  either  side.  Emotional  excite- 
ment may  intensify  volitional  power  in  certain  persons,  so  that  they 
can  lift  extraordinary  weights,  and  do  very  wonderful  things ;  and 
that  too  without  conscious  effort,  as  in  artificial  somnambulism  ;  in 
which  state  a  man  has  been  known  to  swing  a  28  lb.  weight  around 
his  head  on  his  little  finger  alone,  which  he  could  not  have  done  in 
his  natural  and  waking  state.  His  whole  mental  energy  is  concen- 
trated on  one  object,  his  whole  mind  occupied  by  one  idea,  and  he  is 
not  conscious  at  the  time,  or  afterward,  of  exerting  any  muscular 
power.  It  is  very  probable  that  in  cases  where  any  heavy  tables  or 
other  bodies  are  moved,  the  medium  may  be  in  a  psychological  condi- 
tion, analagous  to  if  not  identical  with  that  of  artificial  somnambulism. 
So,  in  the  well-known  experiment,  where  four  persons  lift  a  full  sized 
individual  from  the  floor  or  the  ground  into  the  air  by  the  aid  of  two 
fingers  of  eaeh  hand,  when  they  all  take  in  a  full  breath  previously 
to  the  effort,  the  person  lifted  doing  the  same.  But  the  success  in 
this  experiment,  as  may  easily  be  proved,  depends  entirely,  as  it  does 
in  table-moving,  on  fixing  the  attention  closely  on  the  effort,  if  not 
the  full  conviction  of  success.  Let  the  attention  of  the  lifters  be  dis- 
tracted, or  let  them  be  wholly  skeptical,  which  will  have  the  effect  of 
distracting  the  attention,  the  body  will  not  be  elevated,  but  weigh 
down  like  so  much  lead.  But  if  the  condition  above  mentioned  be 
fulfilled,  then  the  body  will  be  lifted  with  the  greatest  ease  ;  and  that 
too,  without  conscious  effort,  while  it  is  demonstrable  that  each  of 
the  four  lifters  raised,  perhaps,  from  30  to  40  pounds  each.  This  is 
quite  as  wonderful  as  table  moving,  if  it  does  not  belong  to  the  same 
class  of  phenomena.  I  have  in  repeated  instances  suddenly  seized 
the  arms  of  a  medium,  whose  hands  were  said  to  rest  lightly  on  the 
table,  the  table  itself  moving  in  all  sort  of  directions,  and  found,  as  I 
judged,  a  pressure  of  from  5  to  30  or  more  pounds  exerted,  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  of  strength  required,  although  the  medium  stated 
positively  that  the  hands  barely  rested  on  the  table.  This  may  be  a 
rude  experiment  where  ladies  are  the  mediums,  as  they  mostly  are, 
but  still  it  is  a  very  useful  and  conclusive  one  to  such  as  choose  to 
try  it.    But  very  little  power,  however,  is  required  to  move  the  tables 
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generally  used,  as  light  pine,  card,  or  quartette  tables  ;  and  when  in 
motion,  still  less.  The  phenomena  which  may  be  produced  in  that 
state  of  natural  and  artificial  reverie  and  abstraction,  absurdly  called 
the  biological  state,  may  throw  some  light  on  this  subject.  The  actions 
occurring  in  this  state  are  essentially  automatic  ;  the  movements  are 
independent  of  volition,  or  motion,  depending  on  ideas  which  are  sug- 
gested to  and  which  occupy  the  mind  at  the  time,  and  which  some 
physiologists  call  ideo-motor — the  result  of  the  reflex  action  of  the 
cerebrum  ;  and  so  the  automatic,  involuntary  movements  in  table- 
moving,  occurring  in  a  state  of  abstraction  or  partial  reverie,  are 
equally  ideo-moior,  the  result  of  the  reflex  action  of  the  brain,  and 
flow  from  the  ideas  possessing  it  at  the  time.  This  peculiar  mental 
condition,  or  abstraction,  may,  after  a  while,  be  voluntarily  induced  ; 
and  I  have  known  females  who  at  first  required  half  an  hour  or  more 
of  silence  and  concentration  to  bring  the  mind  into  this  state  of  ab- 
straction— when  muscular  movements  would  be  either  independent 
of  the  will,  or  exerted  with  unconsciousness  of  volition — who  by 
practice  could  induce  it  almost  immediately,  and  the  table  would 
begin  to  move  almost  as  soon  as  the  hands  were  placed  on  it.  Just 
so  some  females  can  by  practice  induce  syncope,  the  hysterical  condi- 
tion, or  artificial  somnambulism,  at  will.  That  the  movement  is  de- 
termined by  the  dominant  idea  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  if  the 
persons  whose  hands  rest  on  the  table  occupy  their  time  in  conversa- 
tion, or  story  telling,  or  listening  to  the  reading  of  some  interesting 
book,  the  table  will  not  budge  an  inch.  The  mind  must  be  occupied 
with  the  idea  that  the.  table  is  about  to  move,  or  with  table-moving,  or 
it  will  not  move  ;  but  then  the  volitional  power  may  be  directed  to 
other  objects  ;  it  may  even  be  exerted  to  prevent  the  movements  of 
the  table,  but  still  it  will  move.  And  thus  the  muscular  action  is 
wholly  automatic  and  involuntary,  and  the  medium  is  neither  conscious 
at  the  time  nor  afterward  of  having  had  the  slightest  instrumentality 
in  causing  the  movements.  Many  are  satisfied  that  they  move  the 
tables,  but  are  wholly  unable  to  give  any  explanation  as  to  how  it  is 
done.  Some,  however,  are  wholly  incredulous,  and  stoutly  deny  that 
they  have  any  agency  iu  the  matter,  and,  being  persons  of  veracity, 
others  take  them  at  their  word,  and  then  resolve  the  whole  business 
into  the  world  of  spirits,  or  electrical  action,  instead  of  seeking  an 
explanation  in  accordance  with  the  known  laws  of  mind.  Some  per- 
sons have  the  habit  of  "thinking  aloud,"  as  it  is  called,  who  are  just 
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as  unwilling  to  believe  what  they  arc  told  to  have  uttered,  as  table- 
movers  to  believe  that  they  moved  the  tables.  In  the  one  case  talking 
is  involuntary,  and  there  is  no  remembered  consciousness  of  the  act, 
and  in  the  other  muscular  exertion.  To  show  the  influence  of  a  pre- 
dominant idea  over  an  individual,  take  the  case  of  a  person  who 
stands  on  a  dangerous  height  or  precipice  ;  his  mind  is  occupied  with 
the  idea  of  the  consequences  of  his  fall,  and  he  either  throws  himself 
down,  or  hastens  from  the  spot,  for  feai*  he  will  do  so.  •  At  one  time 
it  became  so  common  for  persons  to  throw  themselves  from  the  monu- 
ment in  London,  and  the  Napoleon  column  in  the  Place  Yendome,  in 
Paris,  that  the  public  authorities  caused  access  to  them  to  be  closed. 

I  shall  be  gratified  to  find  the  above  explanation  satisfactory  to 
reflecting  and  rational  minds,  (there  are  some  whom  we  may  not  hope 
to  satisfy,  as  of  spirit-rappings,)  and  serve  to  dispel  some  of  the 
superstition  to  which  the  table-moving  phenomena  have  given  rise. 

Geneva,  May  20,  1853.  Rio. 


From  the  Peninsula  Journal  of  Medicine  and  the  Collateral  Sciences. 
Published  monthly  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.    D.  Andrews,  Editor. 

Method  of  conducting  post  mortem  examinations  in  cases  of  sus- 
pected poisoning.  By  S.  H.  Douglass,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Prof,  of 
Chemistry,  Pilar,  and  Med.  Jur.  in  the  University  of  Michigan. 

Considering  the  extent  of  ignorance  that  prevails  in  the  medical 
profession  upon  the  proper  mode  of  conducting  post  mortem  examina- 
tions in  cases  of  suspected  poisoning,  in  which  legal  investigations 
are  to  follow,  a  few  plain  instructions  may  not  be  amiss  to  our  readers. 

The  laboratory  of  the  University  of  Michigan  is  the  natural  centre 
for  the  State,  to  which  packages  for  analysis  in  such  cases  would  be 
directed.  Several  years'  experience  in  connection  with  this  laboratory 
shows  the  fact  that  scarcely  one  in  ten  of  these  packages  come  to 
hand  in  such  form  and  through  such  channels,  as  that  the  chain  of 
medical  evidence  would  be  complete  in  a  case  of  criminal  prosecution. 
This  ignorance  of  the  profession  is  in  some  measure  excusable,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  books  are  comparatively  silent  upon  the  points 
to  which  we  refer.  The  evil  arises  out  of  a  want  of  attention  to 
what  might  appear  to  most  persons,  upon  first  thought,  as  simple  and 
unimportant  particulars.    It  should,  however,  always  be  distinctly 
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borne  in  mind,  that  in  all  criminal  prosecutions  where  doubts  can  be 
thrown  around  a  case,  (and  the  counsel  are  not  usually  slow  in  the 
introduction  of  these  doubts,)  the  prisoner  is  to  have  the  benefit  of 
them. 

When  called  to  make  an  examination  in  a  case  of  suspected  poison- 
ing, we  should  first  inquire  whether  it  is  to  be  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  proper  authorities,  i.  t.  a  Coroner's  Jury  or  Prosecuting 
Attorney.  If  the  body  has  been  already  buried,  and  is  to  be  ex- 
humed, the  examination  is  best  made  in  the  open  field.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  remove  the  lid  of  the  coffin  without  removing  the  remains. 
But  before  this  is  done  all  persons  not  officially  present,  or  who  are 
not  to  be  used  as  witnesses,  should  be  removed  at  such  distance  as 
by  no  possibility  they  can  clandestinely  introduce  any  substance  that 
may  afterwards  embarrass  the  analysis,  or  lead  to  false  conclusions. 
This  accomplished,  we  may  safely  remove  the  lid  and  proceed  to  the 
examination.  We  should  first  carefully  inspect  the  exterior  of  the 
body.  Every  unusual  appearance  should  be  noted,  such  as  the  ex- 
pression of  the  countenance,  appearance  of  the  skin,  state  of  decom- 
position, &c.  These  exterior  appearances  may  furnish  but  slight 
evidence,  if  any,  of  death  by  poisoning  ;  they  must,  nevertheless,  be 
noted,  for  iu  the  judicial  investigation  they  will  most  certainly  be 
subjects  of  inquiry.  The  jury  and  counsel  are,  unfortunately,  not 
usually  versed  iu  Toxicological  science,  and  hence  are  prone  to  place 
undue  importance  upon  these  exterior  appearances.  For  this  reason, 
or  perhaps  in  part  from  a  morbid  curiosity,  they  not  unfrequeutly 
form  the  great  body  of  the  medical  evidence.  The  witness  who  has 
not  carefully  examined  the  case  in  this  respect,  acquits  himself  but 
poorly.  The  counsel  in  the  cross-examination,  always  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  his  apparent  ignorance,  press  him  with  vexatious  ques- 
tions, the  jury  lose  their  confidence  in  him,  and  he  retires  from  the 
witness  stand  with  little  credit  to  himself  or  the  profession  he  repre- 
sents, even  though  he  may  have  acquitted  himself  honorably  in  the 
judgment  of  that  profession. 

The  exterior  of  the  body  having  been  carefully  inspected,  we  pro- 
ceed to  lay  open  the  abdomen  and  secure,  first,  the  stomach  and  its 
contents.  This  is  effected  by  passing  a  ligature  around  either  ex- 
tremity and  removing  it  entire.  In  as  much  as  the  mucous  surface 
cannot  be  examined  without  a  sacrifice  of  its  contents,  it  is  better  to 
defer  such  examination  until  such  time  as  the  analysis  shall  be  made- 
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Second,  portions  of  the  small  and  large  intestines.  These  should  be 
secured  in  the  same  manner,  that  is,  by  ligaments,  before  removal. 
Third,  portions  of  the  liver,  spleen  and  kidneys. 

Having  removed  these  articles,  the  question  arises  as  to  what  dis- 
position shall  be  made  of  them.  This  is  an  important  consideration 
in  which  the  profession  are  very  liable  to  err.  A  specie  jar  should 
be  procured,  and  its  cleanliness  secured  by  washing  in  pure  water. 
The  material  introduced,  the  top  may  be  secured  by  a  piece  of  wet 
bladder  or  clean  oil  skin  firmly  stretched  and  tied.  The  ordinary  tin 
cover  may  be  placed  over  all.  In  doing  all  this  the  contact  of  the 
material  with  any  substance  not  known  to  be  clean  should  be  care- 
fully avoided.  Thus  we  should  particularly  avoid  allowing  it  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  lid  of  the  coffin  or  the  coffin  itself,  for  the  brass 
or  German  silver  nails  with  which  it  is  made  contain  arsenic,  and 
sometimes  other  poisonous  elements.  The  nails  have  been  placed  in 
circumstances  the  most  favorable  for  rapid  corrosion,  and  mere  con- 
tact of  the  wet  material  might  communicate  sufficient  arsenic  to  give 
an  arsenical  reaction.  If  the  jar  is  designed  to  be  conveyed  to  a 
distance  for  the  analysis  of  its  contents,  the  cover  should  be  secured 
by  the  private  seal  of  the  person  making  the  examination,  and  placed 
in  the  custody  of  the  proper  officer,  who  should  deliver  it  in  person 
to  the  chemist.  After  securing  the  above  articles  for  chemical  anal- 
ysis, Mr.  Taylor  gives  the  following  general  instructions  for  extending 
the  examination  :  "  1st.  Examine  all  the  important  organs  for  marks 
of  natural  disease  ;  and,  2d,  To  note  down  any  unusual  pathological 
appearances  or  abnormal  deviations  ;  although  they  may  at  the  time 
appear  to  have  no  bearing  on  the  question  of  poisoning.  It  is  useful 
to  bear  in  mind,  on  these  occasions,  that  the  body  is  inspected,  not 
merely  to  show  that  the  individual  died  from  poison,  but  to  prove 
that  he  has  not  died  from  any  natural  cause  of  disease.  Medical 
practitioners  commonly  direct  their  attention  exclusively  to  the  first 
point  ;  while  lawyers,  who  defend  accused  parties,  very  properly  direct 
a  most  searching  examination  to  the  last  mentioned  point,  i.  e.  the 
healthy  or  unhealthy  state  of  those  organs  which  are  essential  to  life, 
and  with  which  the  poison  has  probably  not  come  in  contact." 

When  all  these  precautions  are  taken  the  chain  of  medical  evidence 
in  most  cases  may  be  said  to  be  complete.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  the  course  we  have  indicated  is  not  often  followed.  Thus,  the 
examination  is  usually  made  in  the  presence  of  an  indiscriminate  crowd 
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of  idle  spectators  ;  the  exterior  appearance  of  the  body  is  not  ob- 
served ;  the  stomach  is  laid  open  and  the  contents  lost ;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  the  stench  (or  possibly  to  embarrass  the  analysis) 
some  chloride  of  lime  is  added  ;  instead  of  the  clean  jar  to  secure  the 
material,  it  is  wrapped  in  several  newspapers,  thus  allowing  the  prin- 
ter's ink  to  impart  a  fair  share  of  its  antimony,  zinc,  lead,  and  arse- 
nic,; no  means  are  taken  to  preserve  the  identity  of  the  material. 
Being  too  foul  to  be  taken  into  the  interior  of  a  house,  it  is  left  in  a 
tin  pan  or  old  platter  in  the  open  field  for  hours  together,  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  crowd.  It  is  not  sent  to  the  chemist  by  special  messenger, 
but  by  express  or  by  some  chance  person  who  may  be  passing  that 
way  on  his  route  to  California,  or  some  distant  or  unknown  point. 
He  leaves  it  at  the  depot  or  in  the  hands  of  the  runner  for  the  hotel, 
who  after  having  satisfied  his  curiosity  as  to  the  contents  of  the 
"  newspaper,"  conveys  it  to  the  chemist.  The  chemist  makes  his  anal- 
ysis, and  in  the  judicial  investigation  all  these  facts  are  made  to  appear 
— a  multitude  of  doubts  and  uncertainties  are  thrown  around  the  case. 
The  prisoner  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  these  doubts.  The  strongest 
circumstantial  evidence  has  satisfied  the  public  of  the  guilt  of  the 
accused,  and  yet  he  is  suffered  to  go  at  large,  for  the  evidence  of  the 
chemist  and  professional  man  proves  utterly  worthless  against  such  an 
array  of  doubts,  arising  from  a  want  of  attention  to  a  few  apparently 
unimportant  particulars  in  the  first  examination. 

We  cannot  close  this  article  without  alluding  to  one  other  circum- 
stance. The  medical  profession  are  a  truth-loving  profession,  never 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  make  post  mortem  examination  when  it  is 
requested  without  remuneration,  and  in  all  doubtful  cases  being  the 
first  to  request  the  privilege,  provided  death  has  not  resulted  from 
violence.  This  laudable  love  of  truth  often  leads  them  to  make  ex- 
aminations of  the  kind  we  have  described,  without  considering  that 
the  examination  once  made,  they  may  be  compelled  to  expend  their 
time  and  money  in  attendance  upon  the  courts  as  witnesses,  without 
compensation.  Now,  this  is  all  wrong.  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  "Analysis 
of  Medical  Evidence,"  makes  the  following  very  proper  remarks  : 
"  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  delicacy  as  to  the  expression  of  my 
persuasion,  that  the  power  which  assigns  us  over  to  the  public  prose- 
cutor, whenever  he  may  please  to  want  us,  from  a  notion  that  he  has 
a  right  to  the  unrequited  exercise  of  our  best  energies  ;  and  that 
under  circumstances  the  most  repugnant  to  our  feelings  as  men,  the 
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most  perplexing  to  our  resources,  the  most  hazardous  to  our  reputa- 
tion, and  often  the  most  dangerous  (in  various  ways)  to  our  personal 
safety— that  the  power  is  oppressive."  The  profession,  in  the  cases 
we  described,  have  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands,  to  some  extent  at 
least.  Let  them  apply  it  before  the  post-mortem  examination  is  com- 
menced. Our  gentlemanly  Emeritus  Professor  once  gave  the  follow- 
ing advice  to  a  graduating  class  :  "  When  called  upon  by  courts  of 
law  or  juries  of  inquest,  where  questions  relative  to  insanity,  legiti- 
macy, and  murder  by  poison  are  involved,  you  should,  in  consequence 
of  the  skill  required  and  the  time  employed,  demand  an  adequate 
honorarium." 


[DR.  MARSHALL  HALL 

Has  been  lecturing  before  the  profession  at  Crosby  street  College, 
during  his  recent  visit,  but  the  hall  was  so  crowded  that  it  was  im- 
practicable either  to  see  or  hear  if  remote  from  the  speaker.  It  is 
believed  that  the  following  article  will  give  the  disappointed  an  ac- 
curate idea  of  his  lectures.] 

A  Letter  on  the  Physiological  Doctrines  of  Marshall  Hall,  M.  D.  By 
B.  M.  Wible,  M.  D.,  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

During  the  recent  visit  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  to  our  city,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  him  with  a  number  of  our  physicians,  when  he 
performed  for  us  some  of  those  experiments  from  which  he  has  educed 
that  splendid  discovery  in  physiological  science  of  the  distinct  spinal 
system,  and  made  it  subservient  to  important  improvements  in  pa- 
thology, diagnosis,  and  therapeutics. 

I  propose  to  give  the  readers  of  your  journal  an  account  of  the 
experiments  made,  although  similar  ones  have  been  published  before, 
and  some  of  the  profession  have  been  familiar  with  them. 

By  request,  Dr.  Hall  made  the  experiments  which  prove  the  spinal 
cord  to  be  the  centre  of  all  excito-motor  actions,  and  that  these  are 
independent  of  sensation  and  volition. 

A  small  frog  was  placed  upon  the  table,  and  with  a  pair  of  scissors 
the  head  severed  from  the  body,  and  the  latter  in  a  minute  or  two 
was  in  a  state  of  complete  repose.  Dr.  Hall  afterwards  asked  those 
present  if  they  thought  the  frog  could  remain  perfectly  and  perma- 
nently quiet,  after  so  severe  an  injury,  if  it  retained  sensation  and 
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powers  of  voluntary  motion.    It  was  conceded  that  the  animal  must 

be  deprived  of  these. 

Early  after  decapitation,  the  foot  was  pinched  with  a  pair  of  for- 
ceps, and  the  limb  contracted  slowly  ;  the  shock  from  the  injury  hav- 
ing temporarily  paralyzed  the  nervous  energy  ;  but  in  five  or  six 
minutes  when  the  forceps  was  again  applied  the  limb  contracted  ac- 
tively. It  was  asked  why  did  the  limb  contract  if  the  frog  possessed 
neither  sensation  or  voluntary  motion  ?  It  had  been  agreed  that  it 
possessed  neither  of  these,  and  therefore,  the  motive  power  must  de- 
pend upon  something  else.  •  % 

The  frog  was  then  turned  upon  its  back,  the  abdomen  laid  open, 
and  the  heart,  lungs,  and  alimentary  organs,  and  the  ganglionic  sys- 
tem of  nerves  removed.  The  foot  was  again  pinched,  and  the  leg 
contracted  actively.  The  conclusion  was  obvious  that  the  motive 
power  did  not  depend  upon  the  ganglionic  system  of  nerves. 

A  circular  incision  was  next  made  around  the  lower  part  of  the 
thigh,  barely  cutting  through  the  skin,  which  was  then  stripped  off 
towards  the  foot  like  a  stocking.  In  pinching  the  limb  thus  denuded 
of  the  skin,  no  motion  whatever  could  be  elicited.  In  removing  the 
skin  from  the  leg,  a  small  portion  of  it  was  left  attached  to  the  foot, 
which  being  pinche  1  caused  the  leg  to  contract,  but  after  its  removal 
no  contractions  could  be  produced  by  pinching  the  leg  below  the  place 
where  the  circular  incision  had  been  made.  These  experiments  prove 
the  skin  to  be  a  point  in  the  arc  of  the  nervous  course  in  these  phe- 
nomena. 

Next,  the  spinal  nerves,  given  off  to  the  limb,  (which  had  not  been 
deprived  of  the  skin,  and  which  still  retained  its  contractile  power) 
were  divided  close  to  their  origin  in  the  spinal  cord,  and  instantly  the 
limb  became  flaccid,  and  the  pinching  failed  to  induce  the  least  con- 
traction. 

Subsequently,  the  experiment  was  varied  by  destroying  the  spinal 
cord  iu  a  vigorous  frog,  and  when  the  destruction  was  completed, 
(which  was  done  in  a  few  seconds)  not  the  least  movement  could  be 
induced  by  pinching  any  of  the  limbs  ;  on  the  contrary  they  were  as 
flaccid  and  passive  as  if  the  animal  had  been  dead  a  month. 

These  experiments  prove  the  spinal  cord  to  be  essential  to  those  ex- 
cited muscular  movemeuts  which  are  independent  of  sensation  and 
voluntary  motive  power. 

Afterwards  like  experiments  were  made  upon  the  snake,  and  the 
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independence  of  excited  muscular  movement  from  sensation  or  pain 
was  clearly  shown.  After  the  snake  was  decapitated  it  was  hung  up 
by  means  of  a  cord  tied  around  the  neck,  and  at  first  its  own  motions 
kept  up  excited  impressions,  probably  by  the  action  of  the  scales  upon 
the  skin  ;  but  soon  afterwards  it  became  perfectly  still.  But  touch- 
ing it  again  upon  the  tail,  or  any  part  of  the  body,  it  would  be  thrown 
into  contortions,  which  subsiding,  the  same  experiments  could  be  again 
and  again  repeated,  productive  of  the  same  results. 

When  the  snake  was  taken  down  and  placed  upon  the  table,  muscu- 
lar action  was  again  excited.  It  was  soon,  though,  in  repose,  and 
would  remafh  so  permanently,  unless  excited  by  external  influences, 
and  this,  it  was  stated  had  been  fully  demonstrated  by  experiments 
made  upon  animals  placed  under  a  bell  glass  where  the  air  and  other 
disturbing  causes  were  excluded. 

In  man  the  same  phenomenon  is  observable  as  in  the  frog  or  snake. 
In  cases  of  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities,  where  both  sensation 
and  powers  of  voluntary  motion  are  lost,  owing  to  disease,  compres- 
sion or  division  of  the  spinal  cord,  active  movements  of  the  limbs  may 
be  produced  by  irritation  applied  to  the  soles  of  the  feet,  or  by  pluck- 
ing the  hairs  on  the  leg. 

The  conclusion  from  these  experiments  and  observations  is,  that  the 
nerves  of  excited  muscular  movement  have  their  origin  in  the  skin, 
mucuous  membrane,  &c,  their  centre  in  the  spinal  cord,  and  their  des- 
tination in  the  muscles.  An  arc  is  thus  formed,  having  one  extremity 
in  the  skin,  the  other  in  the  muscle,  and  the  centre  in  the  spinal  cord. 

The  passage  of  the  nerve  from  the  skin  to  the  spinal  cord  is  de- 
nominated the  course ;  and  that  from  the  spinal  cord  to  the  muscle, 
the  reflex  course  in  these  phenomena. 

The  nerve  passing  from  the  skin  to  the  spinal  cord  is  called  the 
eisodic  nerve,  and  that  from  the  spinal  cord  to  the  muscle,  the  exodic 
nerve. 

It  has  been  disputed  that  the  spinal  cord  is  the  centre  of  excited 
muscular  movement,  particularly  by  Dr.  Dowler  of  New  Orleans  ;  but 
any  one  who  will  read  his  accounts  of  experiments  made  on  the  alli- 
gator, and  then  witness  those  made  on  the  frog,  or  snake,  by  Dr. 
Marshall  Hall,  will  be  convinced  that  Dr.  Dowler  was  not  qualified  to 
interpret  what  he  observed. 

The  importance  of  these  spinal  functions,  their  bearing  on  diagno- 
sis and  therapeutics  was  discussed  during  the  evenings  spent  with  Dr. 
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Marshall  Hall,  and  may  be  the  subject  of  another  letter  for  some 
future  number  of  your  journal.  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  aim  in  showing 
these  experiments,  and  in  examination  of  a  patient,  is,  according  to 
an  expression  of  his  own,  "to  bring  out  the  facts,  and  make  them 
speak,"  and  certainly  the  fact  is  at  once  highly  interesting,  impressive, 
and  convincing. —  Western  Jour.  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


Poisonous  Puffs  and  Rascally  Quacks. 

You  may  take  up— or,  what  is  of  more  consequence,  your  little  boy 
or  girl  may  take  up — a  newspaper,  and  read,  on  one  side  of  it,  a  lead- 
ing article  which  might  be  preached  out  of  a  pulpit  ;  on  the  other  side 
a  series  of  turpitudes  unfit  for  utterance  under  any  circumstances. 
These  attrocities  are  heightened  to  the  point  of  perfection  by  the  cir- 
cumstance that  they  are  the  puffs  of  a  set  'of  rascally  quacks,  not  the 
least  mischievous  of  whose  suggestions  are  the  recommendations  of 
their  own  medicines — poison  for  the  body,  which  they  vend  to  simple- 
tons, whilst  they  disseminate  mental  poison  gratis,  both  in  the  adver- 
tisements themselves  and  in  books  which  form  the  subject  of  them,  in 
addition  to  other  poisons.  As  the  newspaper  proprietors,  whose 
journals  are  sullied  by  these  putrescences,  may  be  of  opinion  that  the 
odour  of  gain,  from  whatever  source  derived,  is  agreeable,  and  therefore 
preserve  them  as  rather  fragrant  than  otherwise,  the  following  exhor- 
tation has  been  addressed  to  their  customers  : — "It  rests  with  you — 
with  you  alone,  newspaper  readers — to  stop  the  torrent  ;  and  you  can 
do  it,  without  expense,  and  with  but  little  self-denial.  Let  each  indi- 
vidual that  receives  this  appeal,  write  without  delay  to  the  editor  of 
the  paper  he  reads,  whenever  he  sees  it  defiled  by  one  of  these  easily- 
recognised  advertisements,  and  say  that,  unless  its  insertion  is  discontin- 
ued, he  cannot,  in  conscience,  any  longer  patronize  the  publication, 
Whatever  your  station  may  be,  you  can  do  something  ;  and  the  higher 
it  is,  the  greater  is  your  influence  and  responsibility.  On  country 
gentlemen  rests  mainly  the  persistence  of  the  evil  in  provincial  papers  ; 
they  can,  and  we  trust,  they  will  stop  it.  Let,  too,  each  one  of  you 
that  are  advertisers — be  you  publishers,  men  of  business,  authors,  mas- 
ters seeking  servants,  or  servants  seeking  masters — refuse  to  appear 
any  more  in  such  company,  and  let  it  be  known  at  the  newspaper  office 
why  you  withhold  your  patronage."    The  above  paragraph  is  extract- 
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ed  from  the  prospectus  of  a  society  which  has  been  formed  for  the 
special  purpose  of  suppressing  this  villanous  puffery.  The  association 
is  entitled  "The  Union  for  Discouragement  of  Vicious  Advertise- 
ments," and  we  hope  it  will  succeed  in  closing  a  channel  of  communi- 
cation which  has  all  the  qualities,  except  the  utility,  of  a  gutter.— 
Punch.    [And  we  say,  Bravo,  Mr.  Punch  ! — London  Lancet. 


"  An  exchange  paper  states  that  sixty  students  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  are  to  be  seen  every 
Sabbath  morning  in  the  Sabbath  School  of  the  Chestnut  street  Presby- 
terian Church,  diligently  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
under  the  instruction  of  Drs.  Yandell  and  Silliman,  two  of  the  Univer- 
sity Professors." 

To  our  mind,  the  above"  simple  announcement  speaks  volumes  in 
favor  of  the  young  gentlemen  referred  to.  We  shall  fear  nothing  for 
the  science  of  medicine  when  it  is  in  the  hands  of  competent  men,  of 
established  christian  principles.  As  a  rule,  it  is  not  they  who  are 
"  carried  about  by  every  wind"  of  medical  doctrine. — New  Jersey  Med. 
Reporter. 


<£Mtor's  Sable. 

TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

In  closing  our  fourth  volume,  as  we  do  in  this  number  of  the  journal, 
it  becomes  us  to  express  our  thanks  to  our  patrons,  for  the  encou- 
ragement they  have  afforded  us,  and  the  evidences  kindly  communi- 
cated, that  they  appreciate  the  character  and  influence  of  the  Gazette, 
and  sympathize  with  us  in  our  labours  to  elevate  the  profession,  by 
exposing  and  rebuking  quackery,  and  protecting  the  public  from  being 
imposed  upon  by  false  pretence. 

Thus  far  our  independence  has  been  sustained,  despite  of  the  com- 
bined hostility  of  the  cliques  and  parties  who  have  sought  to  bribe, 
and  then  to  intimidate  us,  from  the  exposure  of  the  tricks  of  trade, 
by  which  certain  schools  and  practitioners  among  us  have  been  wont 
to  make  great  gains,  and  degrade  the  craft,  by  becoming  mere  mer- 
cenary hirelings,  and  wearing  the  livery  of  quackery  beneath  the  cloak 
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of  regularity.  This  journal  has  with  plain  spoken  honesty,  already 
succeeded  in  stopping  many  most  flagrant  abuses  in  our  midst,  and 
compelled  many  in  the  schools  and  hospitals,  as  well  as  out  of  them, 
to  pause  and  tremble  before  the  power  of  a  free  press,  and  instead  of 
their  open  quackery,  they  have  been  obliged  to  conceal  the  hand,  and 
now  do  secretly  what  they  dare  not  do  openly.  Some  of  these  we 
have  already  detected  aud  others  know  that  we  are  on  their  track. 

In  no  part  of  our  labours  have  we  had  so  frequent  proofs  of  the 
approval  of  the  best  men  in  our  profession,  than  in  our  efforts  to  arrest 
the  unsurgical  surgery  of  the  times,  by  which  certain  hospitals  have 
been  disgraced.  Surgical  operations  have  been  performed  in  this  city, 
both  in  public  and  private  practice,  which  it  has  been  our  duty  to 
rebuke  without  fear  or  favor  ;  and  we  have  ample  proof  that  they 
will  never  be  repeated  or  tolerated  hereafter,  so  that  our  conservatism 
has  effected  a  reform  that  will  save  human  life.  The  censorship  of 
an  independent  medical  press  is  all  that  is  needed  to  correct  the 
temerity  and  blundering  of  ambitious  aud  reckless  cutters,  "  mere  ope- 
rators," whose  mutilations  of  limbs,  and  trifling  with  human  life,  by 
exploring  and  experimental  operations,  of  which  a  tyro  should  be 
ashamed,  only  need  to  be  exposed,  to  be  reformed. 

Our  exposure  of  quackery  in  its  hideous  moral  aspects,  has  been 
responded  to  by  brethren  all  over  the  country,  a  gratifying  proof  that 
our  profession  at  large  is  sound  at  heart,  and  will  come  up  to  our 
help,  impelled  by  conscientious  convictions  of  duty,  apart  from  all 
mercenary  motives.  Thus  encouraged  we  shall  still  aim  to  arouse 
and  strengthen  the  sentiment  that  "money  is  not  the  chief  end  of 
man,"  nor  the  summum  bonum  for  which  physicians  can  sacrifice  all 
self  respect  and  even  conscience  itself. 

If  such  become  the  complexion  of  the  times,  then  quackery  can 
easily  be  shown  to  bo  the  interest  of  all.  Without  a  single  excep- 
tion, every  advertising  quack  in  New- York  is  successful  in  amassing 
wealth,  and  many  of  them  under  shelter  of  diplomas,  have  realized 
fortunes.  It  is  equally  true  that  any  woman  who  will  prostitute  her- 
self, may  dress  in  silks  and  satins  ;  and  so  may  any  man  be  rich  who 
will  sacrifice  character,  conscience,  reputation  and  his  soul  to  the 
single  object  of  becoming  rich.  But  no  true  woman  is  thus  tempted 
to  become  a  harlot, — no  true  man  is  in  danger  of  thence  becoming  a 
villain.  Such  are  not  to  be  bought, — not  in  the  market.  And  so  of 
physicians  worthy  the  name,  none  such  can  be  tempted  to  become 
36 
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quacks,  by  any  amount  of  glittering  wealth,  while  honor  or  honesty 
continue  to  lie  held  in  esteem  as  better  than  money.  As  to  those 
who  "  have  gone  out  from  among  us,"  verily  they  have  their  reward. 
They  have  sold  their  character,  and  have  their  price.  We  may  pity 
them,  but  can  never  envy  their  "  wages  of  unrighteousness." 

As  heretofore,  while  aiming  to  correct  abuses,  and  unmask  quack- 
cry,  ihe  Gazette  will  continue  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  the 
age,  by  chronicling  hi  every  department  whatever  is  new  and  useful, 
and  furnishing  a  vehicle  for  reports  of  cases,  critical  papers,  and 
whatever  appertains  to  the  literature  of  the  profession. 

Our  January  number  will  contain  an  editorial  on  Ovarian 
disease  with  an  extraordinary  case  ; — a  paper  on  Vesico  Vaginal  fis- 
tula by  Dr.  Sims,  late  of  Alabama,  but  now  of  this  city,  with  other 
original  matter.  With  increasing  facilities,  and  promised  correspon- 
dence, we  can  safely  promise  that  our  fifth  volume  will  exceed  in  inte- 
rest either  of  the  former. 

With  the  typographical  improvement  of  this  number,  an  earnest  is 
given  of  the  style  of  the  publication,  which  we  intend  shall  bear  com- 
parison with  any  periodical  in  the  country. 

This  number  will  be  sent  to  many  gentlemen  who  are  not  subscri- 
bers as  a  specimen,  and  we  hope  thus  to  increase  our  circulation.  The 
future  numbers  will  appear  on  the  first  day  of  each  month,  and  be 
mailed  to  the  address  of  all  who  remit  Two  Dollars  in  advance  for 
the  year,  at  our  risk. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOLS  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  present  session  has  commenced  under  favorable  auspices. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  takes  the  lead  with  a 
class  of  over  two  hundred,  and  is  probably  the  best  class  of  bona  fide 
Btudents  ever  assembled  in  New  York.  This  venerable  school  retains 
the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  profession  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  has  less  of  clap-trap,  proving  that  a  dignified  self  respect  is  appre- 
ciated by  students  as  well  as  preceptors.  We  congratulate  the  Fa- 
culty on  their  continued  and  increasing  success. 

The  University  continues  to  decline  in  the  number  of  students,  and 
in  the  aspect  of  the  class,  which  on  comparison  with  either  of  the 
schools  in  our  city,  appears  to  marked  disadvantage.  As  the  matri- 
culation book  is  invisible,  and  no  catalogue  is  ever  published,  the 
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number  enrolled  cannot  be  absolutely  affirmed,  as  may  be  done  of 
every  other  school  in  the  country.  But  seeresy  characterizes  every 
thing  else  here,  as  it  does  the  exaur'nations,  so  that  degrees  can  be 
secretly  conferred  in  a  "  star  chamber,"  beyond  the  scrutiny  of  the 
profession,  either  by  the  representatives  of  the  State  Society  or  Na- 
tional Association.  Hence  it  is  that  our  daily  newspapers  arc  filled 
with  the  advertisements  of  "secret  doctors"  and  other  quacks,  nearly 
all  of  whom  announce  themselves  as  hailing  from  the  "New  York 
University."  See  the  Sun,  Herald,  Tribune,  &c,  or  the  Sunday 
papers,  where  the  number  and  character  of  the  graduates  of  this 
school,  who  are  in  this  category,  will  be  seen  in  all  their  humiliation 
"glorying  in  their  shame."  Who  are  the  leading  spirits  in  this  city, 
in  every  phase  of  quackery,  whether  Homoeopathic,  Hydropathic, 
Electropathic,  Lock  Hospital,  and  even  Clairevoyaut  and  Spirit 
rapping  doctors  ?  We  refer  to  the  papers  of  the  day,  where  with 
loud  acclaim  they  call  themselves  M.  D's  of  the  University  School  ! 
whose  diplomas  are  framed  and  hnng  up  in  their  shops,  among  other 
traps  to  gull  the  unwary  out  of  their  wits  and  their  money. 

It  is  full  time  that  the  Faculty,  or  a  majority  of  that  body,  should 
"reform  it  altogether,"  for  if  they  are  reckless  of  the  mischiefs  they 
have  done  to  the  profession  and  the  public,  they  should  be  moved  by 
their  fears.  Their  diminished  classes  year  after  year,  notwithstanding 
the  prestige  of  Dr.  Mott's  name  has  been  restored  to  them,  and  the 
stalwart  efforts  they  have  put  forth  to  save  their  sinking  concern, 
should  awaken  them  to  the  discovery  of  what  is  obvious  enough  to 
every  one  else.  Nothing  short  of  a  radical  revolution  in  their  Fat  uity, 
and  full  recognition  of  the  ethics  of  the  profession,  can  avert  that 
early  and  utter  extinction  which  we  fear  is  their  manifest  destiny. 
What  a  pity  that  a  school  which  once  promised  so  much,  should  be 
doomed  to  so  inglorious  a  fate. 

The  New  York  Medical  College  has  a  better  class  this  session  than 
over  before  both  in  numbers  and  character,  although  it  may  not  exceed 
one  hundred,  but  this,  for  the  third  year  of  its  existence,  is  more  than 
could  be  anticipated  in  these  days  of  rivalship  and  competition. 
Moreover  the  Faculty  here  will  not  descend  from  their  dignity,  by 
any  unprofessional  artifices  to  entrap  students.  They  seem  to  have 
chosen  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  as  their  model,  with 
which  they  cultivate  kindly  relations,  and  nought  but  honorable  rivalry. 
To  see  members  of  the  Faculty  of  each  school  in  attendance  npou  the 
introductory  lectures  of  each  other,  seems  to  speak  well  for  loth. 
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Professor  Doreiuus,  of  this  school,  is  winning  golden  opinions  by  the 
brilliancy  of  his  experiments  at  his  introductory  lectures,  and  especially 
that  before  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  in  which  he  excelled  himself. 


[Wc  insert  the  following  preface  to  the  late  republicatioa 
by  Dr.  Sims,  of  his  monograph  on  Vesico-Vaginal-Fistula,  and 
hope  to  have  a  report  of  his  cases  in  time  for  our  January 
number,  illustrated  by  drawings.] 

"  This  brief  monograph  is  a  reprint  from  the  'American  Journal 
of  Medical  Sciences,'  for  January,  1852.  When  published}  it  was 
altogether  probable  that  it  would  be  my  last  contribution  to  Surgery. 
But  it  has  pleased  God  to  raise  me  up  after  nearly  four  years  of  the 
bitterest  affliction,  and  restore  me  again  to  health,  and — I  hope — to 
usefulness.  Having  suffered  so  long  from  climatic  influences,  I  have, 
at  length,  much  against  my  will,  been  forced  to  abandon  my  Southern 
home,  and  seek  another,  amongst  strangers,  in  a  higher  latitude.  I 
have,  therefore,  selected  New  York,  as  my  future  residence,  and 
opened  an  Infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  the  accidents  of  parturition, 
such  as  injuries  of  the  bladder,  rectum,  perineum,  etc.  Expecting 
the  profession  to  second  my  efforts,  I  have  made  ample  arrangements 
for  the  accommodation  of  patients  from  a  distance,  where  they  may 
enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  a  home.  Aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  gene- 
ral practitioner  has  neither  the  time  nor  inclination  to  be  troubled 
with  such  cases  as  I  want,  I  feel  that  I  am  rendering  a  service  to  the 
profession  in  making  the  above  announcement. 

These  accidents  cannot  be  treated  with  any  reasonable  degree  of 
success,  unless  the  patient  is  under  the  immediate  and  constant  super- 
vision of  the  surgeon.  To  this  is  mainly  due  my  success,  having 
already  perfectly  cured,  (by  my  operation,)  several  cases  of  lacerated 
perineum,  and  upwards  of  twenty  of  vesi  co-vaginal  fistula,  a  minute 
detail  of  which  I  hope  soon  to  lay  before  my  medical  brethren,  to- 
gether with  the  improvements  and  mo  difications  of  apparatus  which 
a  larger  experience  and  better  opportunities  have  suggested. 

J.  MARION  SIMS." 

11  Madison  Avenue,  New  York, 
Nov.  I,  1851. 
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Conservative  Surgery. 

This  topic,  to  which  \vc  have  had  occasion  so  often  to  refer,  begins 
to  attract  the  attention  of  medical  men  everywhere.  Professor  Flint, 
of  Louisville,  has  made  an  able  report  on  the  subject  in  Kentucky, 
which  has  "frightened  from  their  propriety"  certain  of  the  operators 
of  that  region,  whose  dazzling  feats  and  unsurgical  use  of  the  knife 
have  been  criticised  and  shown  to  be  indefensible.  The  gag-law,  it  is 
said,  was  resorted  to,  but  Professor  Flint  was  not  to  be  thus  silenced, 
and  we  hear  that  his  report  is  in  the  Press.  A  copy  is  promised, 
which  will  suit  this  latitude  vastly.  Several  rec  ent  cases  of  ampu- 
tation in  a  certain  pauper  hospital,  fatal  in  a  few  hours,  and  wholly 
unwarrantable  by  surgical  rule,  have  been  sent  to  us,  which  we  shall 
keep  for  our  forthcoming  budget.  Another  fatal  case,  after  tying  the 
Carotid  Artery  for  a  malignant  disease  in  the  face,  has  just  been  ad- 
ded to  our  list.  Nothing  but  a  free  and  independent  press  can  wipe 
off  this  blot  upon  the  fair  escutcheon  of  Surgery,  and  this  by  a  cata- 
logue of  the  fatal  operations  of  these  indiscriminate  manglers,  who 
keep  the  coroners  busy  in  "  covering  up"  their  victims.  Instead  of 
death  by  a  "fall,"  or  being  "run  over,"  or  by  "railroad  accidents," 
the  honest  verdict  in  most  of  these  cases  should  be  "death  from  rash 
and  reckless  surgery,"  or  "from  amputations  performed  before  the  pa- 
tient has  recovered  from  the  shock  of  the  injury,"  and  often  for  the 
sake  of  showing  off  an  operation!  "  Can  we  not  scare  up  an  amputa- 
tiou  for  Saturday?  Yes!  for  if  you  don't  take  off  that  leg  soon,  the 
patient  will  die  first."  A  veritable  dialogue,  and,  of  course,  the  leg 
was  cut  off  first,  and  then  the  patient  died. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  AND  DR.  BEDFORD. 

In  our  next  number  we  hope  to  give  place  to  an  able  editorial  in 
the  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  which 
is  copied  by  the  Southern  Journal  of  Medicine,  at  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, which  will  show  our  readers  that  all  our  strictures  upon  the 
Medical  College  in  Fourteenth  street,  and  the  scandalous  features  of 
the  obstetrical  clinique  held  there,  have  been  tame  and  spiritless, 
compared  with  the  terrific  denunciations  of  the  Southern  and  West- 
ern press.  They  not  only  hold  op  the  school  to  the  scoru  of  the  pro- 
fession for  tolerating  Dr.  Bedford,  but  call  on  the  American  Medical 
Association  to  exclude  him  from  their  fellowship.    The  severity  of 
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the  paper  consists  in  its  justice,  else,  as  in  all  other  cases,  it  would 
recoil  on  its  author. 

While  the  University  school  is  dwindling  away  under  these  wither- 
ing rebukes  of  an  independent  press,  there  is  loo  much  reason  to  fear 
that  very  many  students  arc  thus  kept  from  New  York,  by  which  our 
other  schools  suffer,  although  both  of  them  are  innocent  of  this  great 
transgression.  This  latter  result  we  deprecate,  but  it  will  be  only 
temporary,  for  when  the  University  school  shall  be  closed,  as  soon  it 
must  be  for  want  of  students,  the  ample  and  superior  resources  of  our 
city  for  medical  education,  will  be  better  appreciated,  and  both  our 
other  colleges  will  go  on  and  prosper. 

MEDICAL  POLITICS. 

At  the  late  election  in  this  city,  the  defeat  of  Richard  S.  Williams 
as  State  Senator,  it  is  said,  was  because  of  his  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed law  for  legalizing  the  study  of  human  anatomy.  In  more  than 
one  of  the  wards  and  districts  of  the  city,  the  medical  men,  with  their 
friends,  hold  the  balance  of  power,  when  they  choose  to  use  it.  A 
lesson  for  politicians  and  offic ;  holders.  It  is  said,  that  our  neighbor, 
Dr.  Beadle,  and  his  worthy  colleague  in  the  Board  of  Education, 
would  have  been  reformed  out,  but  that  the  physicians  of  the  Fifteenth 
Ward  were  numerous  enough  to  prevent  it  Doctors  are  seldom 
found  at  political  meetings,  but  they  vote. 

AYRE'S  CHERRY  PECTORAL. 

In  the  advertisements  of  this  vile  nostrum,  we  see  it  stated,  that 
"One  Hundred  Wholesale  Druggists"  have  certified  that  it  is  the 
best  known  remedy  for  "  all  pulmonary  complaints,"  &c,  &c.  We 
should  like  to  know  their  names.  What  do  "  Druggists  "  know  of 
"pulmonary  complaints"  or  their  appropriate  "remedies"  in  any 
given  case.  Ne  sutor,  &c.  It  is  possible  that  these  are  forgeries,  as  is 
the  name  of  Professor  Silliman  and  other  medical  testimonials,  impu- 
dently thrust  before  the  public  in  connection  with  this  identical  im- 
posture, after  their  repeatedly  published  disclaimers  We  deny  the 
respectability,  and  impeach  the  honesty  of  any  "  Druggist"  who  sells 
this  Pectoral,  with  the  knowledge  that  its  certificates  are  forgeries. 
We  pronounce  it  to  be  the  most  mischievous  and  dangerous  combina- 
tion of  drugs  ever  prescribed  for  pulmonary  disease,  and  warn  the 
public  against  it. 
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Dr.  Samuel  M.  Elliott  announces  in  another  column,  the  com- 
mencement of  his  annual  course  of  lectures,  in  the  department  of  the 
profession  to  which  he  has  devoted  exclusive  attention  for  so  many 
years  in  this  city.  His  qualifications  as  a  teacher  are  avouched  by 
the  published  testimonials  of  Professors  Mott,  Pattison,  Draper 
Dickson  and  Goldsmith ;  and  his  success  last  winter  was  testified 
through  our  columns,  by  the  flattering  commendation  of  his  large 
class.  Instead  of  concealing,  as  do  other  specialists,  whatever  of 
knowledge  he  has  acquired  by  experience,  he  here  publicly  offers  to 
impart  all  he  knows  of  the  Eye  and  its  diseases,  to  the  profession  and 
the  public.  The  fee  for  his  whole  course,  as  we  learn  from  his  circu- 
lar, is  only  twenty-five  dollars,  in  a  department  which  he  has  shown, 
may  yield  both  fame  and  fortune. 


New- York,  Nov.  14,  1853. 
D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D.,  Editor  of  the  New- York  Medical  Gazette. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  give  a  place  in  your  Jour- 
nal to  the  following  Resolution  passed  by  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation at  its  last  meeting? 

Yours,  respectfully, 

E.  L.  BEADLE, 
Sec.  Am.  Med.  Association. 
"  Resolved,  That  this  Association  earnestly  recommend  to  the  local 
Societies  in  different  portions  of  our  country,  to  appoint  committees 
whose  duties  it  shall  be  to  record  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  or  other 
diseases,  and  the  general  state  of  health  in  their  respective  localities 
and  to  transmit  said  reports  to  the  committees  of  this  Society  on  ep- 
idemics, through  the  State  Societies  where  they  exist." 
The  Medical  press  is  requested  to  copy. 


•Netu  publications. 

A.  Treatise  on  the  Venereal  Disease,  by  John  Ilunter,  F.  R.  S.,  with  copious 
additions  by  Dr.  Philip  Ricord,  &c.    Edited,  with  notes,  by  F.  J.  Bumstead  < 
M.  D.,  &c.       Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853. 
This  embodiment  of  the  science,  skill  and  experience  of  the  greatest  British, 
and  French  authority,  on  this  important  subject,  in  one  volume,  would  seem  to 
render  any  farther  multiplication  of  books  on  Syphilis,  wholly  uncalled  for,  at 
least  for  the  present,  when  the  market  is  glutted  with  them.    Notes  are  super- 
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added  in  this  edition  by  Everard  Home,  M.  Babington,  and  the  editor,  all  of 
which  increase  its  value  to  students  and  practitioners.  Clinical  practice  in  the 
treatment  of  this  malady  in  its  different  stages  and  complication?,  while  it  will 
qualify  many  of  the  doctrines  faught  here,  and  essentially  modify  others,  will 
nevertheless,  be  more  satisfactory  than  any  book,  although  the  present  improved 
edition  of  Hunter  and  Ricord  is  the  best  work  extant  on  the  subject.  While 
thanking  the  worthy  publishers  for  bringing  it  out,  we  cannot  refrain  from  in- 
voking a  truce  to  Syphilitic  literature. 

Ellis'sj  Medical  Formui-ary,  ic.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 

This  well-known  and  useful  compendium  of  prescriptions,  <£c,  abounding,  as 
it  does,  in  practical  precepts,  and  condensing  a  vast  aggregate  of  valuable  in- 
formation for  practitioners  and  students,  has  now  reached  its  tenth  edition.  The 
work  is  one  of  the  fruits  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  has  now 
been  revised  and  much  extended  by  Professor  Thomas  of  that  College,  successor 
to  Dr.  Ellis,  in  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica. 

The  popularity  of  this  work  has  led  to  several  imitations  on  the  same  plan, 
under  various  titles,  some  of  which  have  been  made  in  England  and  republished 
here,  with  paltry  additions,  &c,  but  all  of  them  are  insignificant  rivals ;  and 
hence  this  formulary  obtains  the  precedence  everywhere,  and  is  likely  to  retain 
it,  while  improved  as  it  has  been  in  each  edition,  by  such  men  as  Dr.  Samuel 
George  Morton,  and  since  his  death  by  Dr.  Robert  P.  Thomas,  of  Philadelphia. 
If  this  book  were  appreciated,  a  multitude  of  physicians  would  learn  how  to 
write  prescriptions  accurately  and  scientifically ;  an  art  of  great  moment  to 
their  chosen  apothecaries,  and  still  greater  to  their  patients,  and  yet  one  in 
which  they  too  often  grievously  blunder  for  want  of  just  such  a  book. 

Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology,  delivered  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
of  England,  by  James  Paget,  P.  R.  S.,  <tc.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  & 
Blakiston,  1854, 

We  are  indebted  to  the  publishers  for  an  early  copy  of  this  truly  valuable 
work,  thus  promptly  reproduced  in  America,  and  which  will  be  found  to  be  a 
timely  publication,  vastly  needed  in  the  degenerated  times  on  which  we  have 
fallen.  The  practice  of  Surgery  is  attempted  by  such  crude  hands  in  these  days, 
and  is  bringing  such  disrepute  upon  the  noblest  department  of  the  healing  art. 
by  the  prevalent  mania  for  operations,  that  both  science  and  humanity  are  in- 
voked for  those  sound  principles  which  should  restrain  and  guide  the  use  of  the 
knife.  As  the  so-called  physician  who  deals  out  drugs,  without  prior  training 
in  the  principles  of  pathology  and  therapeutics,  is  demonstrably  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  quacks,  so  also  he  who  dares  to  take  the  knife  and  attempt  opera- 
tions on  the  living  body,  while  destitute  of  that  knowledge  of  Surgical  pathol- 
ogy which  this  book  teaches,  is  a  human  butcher,  and  but  for  the  defects  in 
criminal  jurisprudence,  should  be  subjected  to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  man- 
slaughter. The  circulation  of  this  work  will  do  much  for  conservative  surgery, 
— but,  alas,  how  few  of  our  young  surgeons  take  time  to  read! 
The  Natural  History  of  the  Human  Species,  its  typical  forms,  primaeval  dis- 
tribution, filiations  and  migrations.  By  Lieut.  Charles  Hamilton  Smith,  of 
Edinburgh,  &c.  London,  Henry  G.  Bohn,  1852. 
This  scholastic  and  elaborate  work,  by  one  so  eminent  as  a  naturalist  as  is 
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the  author,  will  be  found  to  possess  high  claims  upon  the  reading  community, 
presenting  as  it  does,  views  which  are  alike  novel  and  important,  together  with 
the  multitude  of  facts  which  the  researches  of  philosophers  have  accumulated 
in  the  past.  The  numerous  illustrations  by  colored  plates,  greatly  enhance  the 
value  of  the  book. 

On  sale  by  Bangs  &  Bro.,  Park  Row,  New-York,  who  are  the  -agents  for  all 
the  libraries  of  Bohu,  the  serial  publications  to  which  we  have  taken  occasion 
to  refer  our  readers  from  time  to  time,  as  worthy  of  their  attention  and  patron- 
age. 

The  lectures  by  John  Foster,  and  the  1st  volume  of  Aristophanes  literally, 
translated,  are  among  the  latest  issues  received. 


Jilclmal  Mms,  &t. 

Officers  of  the  N.  Y.  County  Medical  Society. 

President,  Dr.  Carter;  Vice  President,  Dr.  Ogden;  Recording 
Secretary,  Dr.  Vankleek;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  Beadle; 
Treasurer,  Dr.  Robson;  Censors,  Drs.  Dctinold,  Downes,  Foster, 
Woodward  and  Hart. 

Dr.  Sanger  has  been  appointed  Resident  Physician  to  the  Blackwell's 
Island  Hospital. 

Dr.  S.  C.  Foster  has  resigned  his  place  as  Visiting  Physician  to  Bellevue 
Hospital.    Dr.  Isaac  E.  Taylor  will  probably  succeed  him. 

j&B~  Professor  Allen,  of  the  Michigan  University,  has  recently  published  his 
Introductory  Lecture  on  the  Medical  platform  .  It  is  an  admirable  paper,  and 
we  have  marked  passages  in  it  for  future  use. 

JESS-  Professor  E.  S.  Carr  has  received  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry applied  to  Agriculture  and  the  Useful  Arts,  in  the  Albany  University. 
He  retires,  therefore,  from  the  Colleges  in  Vermont  and  Pennsylvania,  with 
which  he  has  heretofore  been  connected. 

The  Nasiiville  Medical  College  opened  its  session  with  140  students,  and 
expects  a  large  increase. 

Tue  Buffalo  Medical  College,  we  learn,  has  a  large  class — over  100  having 
matriculated  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Carl-enter,  the  eminent  physiologist  of  London,  has  just  issued  a 
timely  and  popular  work,  entitled  "  The  Physiology  of  Temperance  and  Total 
Abstinence,  being  an  examination  of  the  effects  of  the  excessive,  moderate  and 
occasional  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  on  the  healthy  human  system."  In  our  Jan- 
uary number,  an  extract  will  be  give,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  his  views  on 
the  whole  subject  are  identical  with  those  expressed  in  our  last  number.  We  are 
thus  sustained  by  high  authority.  The  work  is  published  by  Henry  G.  Bohn  . 
and  may  be  had  for  a  few  shillings  at  their  agents.  Bangs  &  Bro..  Park  Row, 
New- York. 
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Professor  Doremtts  is  delivering  a  popular  course  of  lectures,  sustaining  the 
Mosaic  history  and  chronology,  by  the  illustrations  of  science. 

The  Murine  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  Man.,  has  been  wisely  revolutionized  by 
the  authorities  at  Washington,  by  abolishing  the  office  of  Warden  or  Steward, 
and  the  entire  government  is  placed,  where  it  ought  to  be,  in  the  physician  in 
charge.  This  is  improvement  in  the  right  direction,  for  no  public  hospital 
should  be  tolerated  any  where,  without  a  medical  head.  The  contrary  course 
may  be  the  dictate  of  parsimony,  but  it  betrays  indifference  alike  to  the  public 
interest,  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  patients. 

Thc"ma72  who  had  slept  five  years,''1  as  the  newspapers  tell  us.  and  who 
was  recently  on  public  exhibition  in  this  city,  instead  of  being  humanely  pro- 
vided for  in  an  insane  asylum,  as  was  due  to  this  wretched  maniac,  has  been 
happily  released  from  his  suffering  by  death. 

Dr.  Oi  .iver  Wendel  Holmes,  the  poet  laureate  of  our  profession,  is  now  de- 
livering a  course  of  lectures  on  the  English  poets  of  the  19th  century,  before 
the  elite  of  New  York.  A  professor  in  Harvard  University, — a  practitioner  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery, — he  nevertheless  finds  leisure  to  invoke  the  muses,  and 
cultivate  literature  and  the  belle  lettres  with  all  the  ardor  and  devotion  of  a 
student.  What  an  example  for  our  young  physicians,  many  of  whom  ''cannot 
find  time  to  read,"  much  less  to  write  or  to  think !  Laziness  is  the  sin  of  the  age . 

^J"The  Esculapian  of  Dr.  Griswold,  has  been  discontinued  as  we  learn  by 
the  Boston  M.  and  S.  Journal,  whose  editor  appreciated  it  higher  than  did  the 
public,  else  our  neighbor  would  have  been  sustained  in  his  enterprise. 

Dr.  Mark  Stephenson'  has  commenced  his  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  Eye 
in  connection  with  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  of  which  he  is  the  founder. 

The  N.  Y.  Acade.mt  of  Medicine,  which  has  been  for  months  past  kept  in  an 
idle  ferment  by  a  little  faction  who  wanted  what  they  called  a  Fee-bill,  has  at 
length  given  it  a  quietus,  by  the  summary  measure  called  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement. Peace  to  its  ashes!  Let  us  hope  that  these  sage  Academicians  will 
find  other  and  better  employment,  more  consonant  to  their  assumed  dignityj 
than  entering  into  competition  with  cheap  doctors,  who  are  invariably  paid 
more  than  their  services  are  worth. 

A  professorship  of  Morbid  Anatomy  is  about  to  be  established  in  Harvard 
College,  which  is  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  Dr.  Shattuck,  of  Boston,  by  whom 
it  is  founded,  with  a  donation  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

Dr.  Estes,  of  Albany,  has  issued  the  first  No.  of  a  new  Dental  Journal,  which  is 
intended  for  the  people,  rather  than  the  profession. 

A  new  and  spacious  hospital  will  soon  be  opened  at  Albany,  over  $50,000 
having  been  subscribed,  and  the  contributions  of  the  citizens  are  said  to  pro- 
mise an  ample  endowment.  This  will  very  much  increase  the  attractions  of  the 
Albany  Medical  College. 

University  ok  Virginia. — Dr.  Socrates  Maupin  has  been  elected  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  this  institution,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
J.  Lawrence  Smith. 
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The  stereotyped  announcement,  annually  made  in  the  New  York  Herald,  that 
the  University  Medical  College  opened  its  present  session,  with  400  students  .' 
has  of  course  been  repeated  this  year.  We  repeat  that  the  class  is  "  growing 
smaller  by  degrees,  and  beautifully  less,"  and  their  great  amphitheatre  shows  a 
beggarly  account  of  empty  seats.  "  :Tis  true  a  pity,  and  pity  'tis,  'tis  true." 
Subtract  the  ':  dead  heads,"  including  the  poor  doctors,  the  quacks,  the  third 
course  students,  the  beneliciarics,  and  the  boys  from  the  Academic  department, 
and  the  rest  may  count  tens,  but  not  hundreds,  nor  even  ten  times  ten. 

A  certain  Dr.  F  ,  who  figured  recently  as  one  of  the  medical 

staff  ol  a  certain  hospital  of  this  city,  and  against  whom  his  colleagues  protes- 
ted in  vain,  alleging  that  he  lacked  a  diploma,  <tc.,  after  defying  the  effort  to 
displace  him,  and  retaining  his  place  fur  years,  suddenly  left  for  parts  unknown. 
We  learn  that  he  has  turned  up  in  Ireland,  under  another  alias,  however,  and 
is  now  Dr.  Foreman,  from  Australia.  We  have  received  a  ludicrous  account 
of  an  introduction  of  a  distinguished  clergyman  of  this  city,  to  the  Doctor, 
which  led  to  an  awkward  revelation  of  the  circumstances,  touching  his  new 
name,  and  his  Australian  wealth. 

Dr.  It.  J.  Breckenridge  has  been  elected  to  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  in 
the  Kentucky  school  of  medicine  at  Louisville,  vice  Dr.  E.  D.  Force,  resigned. 

Erysipelas. — Dr.  Balfour  has  treated  twenty  cases  of  this  disease,  with  tinc- 
ture of  sesfiuichloride  of  iron,  and  believes  that  we  have  now  "a  certain  and 
unfailing  remedy,  whether  the  erysipelas  be  infautile  or  adult,  idiopathic  or 
traumatic."  The  dose  is  ten  to  twenty  minims  every  two  hours,  preceded  by  a 
cathartic. 

Scarlatina  anu  Rubeorla. — Dr.  Walz  has  employed  frictions  with  fat  in  sev- 
enty-four patients,  laboring  under  scarlet  fever — all  were  secured.  In  sixty- 
nine  cases  there  was  no  desquamation;  in  four  cases  there  was  secondary  dropsy, 
which  yielded  readily  to  the  treatment.  He  has  also  tried  the  same  treatment 
in  three  hundred  and  forty-three  cases  of  measles,  fifty-seven  of  which  were  se- 
vere— all  were  cured  speedily.  In  thirty  of  these  cases,  it  is  stated,  that  the 
patients  were  tuberculous,  and  that  the  progress  of  the  phthisis  was  arrested. 


Yellow  Fever. 

The  pestilence  known  by  this  name,  has  been  fearfully  prevalent 
and  fatal  in  many  of  the  southern  cities,  especially  New  Orleans, 
Mobile,  Natchez,  Galveston,  &c,  within  the  past  summer,  nor  can  we 
hope  for  the  subsidence  of  the  scourge  until  the  first  black  frost  of  the 
coming  winter  congeals  the  atmospheric  poison,  and  is  commissioned 
to  say  to  the  fell  destroyer,  "  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  but  no  farther." 
How  strange  that  with  this  significant  fact,  known  and  read  of  all 
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ty,  $105;  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only,' 
to;  Hospital  Fee,  $10;  Practical  Anatomy.  $10 

Graduating  l'Vc,  $30. 

JOSEPH  CARSON,  M.  I).  Dean  of  the  Medici 
Faculty,  332  Walnulstreet,  between  Twolftl 
and  Thirteenth-street. 

K.  U.  Dick.  Janitor,  University. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL.  COL, 
LEGE, ,  JSBfW>3  <'E  1S53-54.— The  regular 
Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
the  10th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  first 
day  of  March.  The  Annual  Commencement  for 
conferring  degrees  will  be  held  early  in  March 
instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  month,  as  formerly 
Rom.EY  Pu.NGLISON,  M.  D.  Prof  of  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  &c. 

R-imatT  M.  Huston,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 

Joseph  Panooast,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Genera]  De 
scriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

John  K.  Mitchell,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

Thomas  D.  Mutter,  M.  V.  Prof .  of  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Chari.es  I).  Macs,  'm.  1).  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Frankun  Bache.  M.  P.  Prof,  of  Chemistry 

Kri.HKST.IK  Wallace,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Every  Wednea  lay  and  Saturday  in  the  montl. 
of  October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and 
Surgical  Cases  will  be  investigated,  prescribed 
for,  anil  lectured  on  before  the  class.  Durin"- 
the  past  year,on«  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  eight  cases  were  treated,  and  three  hundred 
and  eighteen  ojierations  performed.  Among  them 
were  many  major  operations — as  amputation  of 
the  leg,  foot,  inan.mse,  lithotomy,  lithotripsy, 
ligation  of  the  carotid,  plastic  operations  of  the 
face,  neck,  arm,  &c.  removal  of  superior  and 
inferior  maxillary  bones,  reduction  of  luxation 
of  hip,  shoulder,  &c,  treatment  of  fractures. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the 
students  to  attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical  de 
monstrations  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissecting 
rooms  will  be  open  under  the  direction  of  the 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator 

Matriculation  Fee,  (which  is  paid  only  once.) 
$5  ;  Each  Professor.  $15,  $105  ;  Graduation  Fee 
$30. 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last  Scs 
sion  was  556  ;  and  of  Graduates  223. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  if.  D. 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
358  Arch-street,  July,  1853. 

MEDICAL.  COLLEGE  OP  OHIO  
SB8H0N  ok  1853-54.—  The  Thirty  Fourth 
Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the 
First  Monday  in  November,  under  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  on  the  last  of  February 
I*  M.  Lawson,  M.  I).,  Prof,  of  the  Principle; 
and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine 
T.  O.  Edwards,  M.  D.,  Prof,  or  Materia  Medi 
ea  and  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurispru 
dence. ; 

G.  W.  Baylrss,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

AsjIini'RY  Evans.,  M.  Dj,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

N.  T.  Marshall,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Pbysiologv 
and  Pathology. 


Charisb  W.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

THOMAfl  Wood,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgical  and 
Practical  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  ou  the 
first  of  October,  under  the  care  of  the  Professor 
of  Surgical  and  Practical  Anatomy,  and  students 
may  rely  on  a  full  supply  of  material,  through- 
out the  session. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the 
'raetice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  will  be  deliv- 
ered regularly  throughout  the  session,  at  the 
Commercial  Hospital.  In  addition  to  this,  a 
College  Clinic  will  be  established,  which  will 
afford  a  large  amount  of  clinical  instruction. 

Preliminary  Lectures  will  be  delivered  during 
the  month  of  October,  by  the  members  of  the 
Faculty.  This  course  (which  will  be  free)  will 
embrace  lectures  at  the  Hospital  and  College.  It 
will  not  infringe  on  the  regular  course. 

The  New  College  Edifice  is  an  ample  and  con- 
venient building,  and  is  well  adapted  to  the 
comforts  of  students. 

Fees— For  the  whole  course,  including  the 
Dissecting  Ticket,  S101  ;  Matriculation  Ticket, 
15  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee  $25. 

Good  Board,  including  furl  and  lights,  will 
average  about  $2,50  per  week. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

WTNIVERSITYOF  LOTJISVDL,LE— 

KJ  Medical  Department.— The  Lectures  in  this 
Department  will  commence  on  the  last  day  of 
October  next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  day  of 
February. 

Charles  W.  Short.  M.  D..  Emeritus  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.I).  Prof,  of  Descriptive 
anil  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lansford  P.  Yandexl,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physio 
log  y  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  P.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  D.Prof.  of  Obstetric  Medi- 
cine, 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

Benjamin  Sllliman,  Jr.,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  P.  Demonstrator  of  An 
atomy  and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each 
Professor  is  S15,  (S105  in  all)  payable  invariably 
in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library  fee  to- 
gether, $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Practical 
Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10— ticket  to  be  taken 
at  lea^t  once  before  graduation.  Rooms  open 
from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all 
Students,  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of 
October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week,  at 
the  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.  Tickets  $5, 
to  be  taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Ch'nique  has  also  been  established,  in  con 
nection  with  the  University,  at  which  operations 
are  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lec- 
tured upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

;&y  Good  boarding  can  be  procured  at  from 
$2  50  to  $3  00  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL  M.  P. 
July,  1853.  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  " PALMER'S  PATENT" 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At   hiladelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street  and  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  anil  Manufac- 
factured  by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Eurpc.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "  THE  LEAST  MSTlNQtflSHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  IJMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  1  he  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.  It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb,  1 
had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
Tcstiintmials,  made  by  the  most  cmineutly  scien 
title  Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construe 
tion,  finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux,  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLE.MAND 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  II 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
case  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per 
sons,  are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  foi 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  thi- 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

;'I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau 
tiful  ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  whe 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  foi 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos 
Bess  it,  all  concur  in  hearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VALENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University, 
New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 
"I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Leg 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  1 
am  acquainted.  WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851." 

1  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man 
ufactured  by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  give  mj 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  ol 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  1). 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 
Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc. 
New  York,  April  12, 185a." 


u  Gentlemen.. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers.   Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  1  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon, 
l'o  Messrs  B.  F.  Pai  iter  &  Co. 
U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
"  I  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
ully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

Philadelphia,  March  27, 1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
erms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
ind  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  V.  MUTTER,  M.  P., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College.  Pbila." 

"  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
ery  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
:»ave  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
lave  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
"xpeclations.  W.  GIR-ON,  M.  D. 

.'rofessor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn." 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

SURGEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend 
I  hem  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
.vhich  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
mitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
eem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  pirn- 
sure  and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
issistance 
I01IN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
JACOB  BIG! LOW, 
S.  D.  TOWNSENI), 
,1,  ilAsdN  WARREN, 
1).  II.  STOKER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
tates  of  New  England,  must  be  Bent  to  Spring- 
icld,  Mass.,  where  they  will  be  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 
B.  F.  TALMER,  E.  D.  HUDSON, 

A.  S.  CURRIER. 


Surgeons  and  Physicians 
to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 
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OTTO  &  KCEHLER,  5S  Cuatiiam 
Street — second  floor. — By  aa  experience  n; 
a  long  series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United 
State*,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of 
Surgical  and  Orthopedical  Machines  arid  Instru 
merits,  Trusses,  Bondages,  tt-c,  <tc,  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age 
in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  We 
therefore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons  to  give 
us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham  st.,  (2d  floor) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially 
our  improved  instrument  for  Vaccination  whicl 
•s  the  most  finished  article  of  its  kind. 

^^THER-PE  ARLS. " 

BELX.UC  «!t  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
giVtiB,  without  smell,  Uiste  or  evaporation  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Taiinatc  of  <{uiuiuo, 

in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  BlirrcswUI,  the  inventor  ;  also. 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  Al 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents 

DELLUC  &  CO., 

EB&SWIlrfraMi  EIHWSTS 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 


TO  DRUGGISTS. — We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  i'ERFUMERY.—  Druggists  will  do  well  to 
give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c,  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y 
The  KEl'HAIJA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re 
tailing,  aud  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Adrerliser,"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kcpha 
lia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  aud 
promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni 
ably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi 
mony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS1  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A 
kJ.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y.,  is  uni 
versally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made 
and  is  kepttby  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABI.E  PEAJB1  POWDER,  warranted gen 
uine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear 
oess  and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  St.,  New  York. 


1ST  NICKERBOCKKK  UFE  IN- 
Jra^    NUUAIYCi;  COMPAIVV,  of  Tin 

City  of  Nkw  York,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker 
Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen- 
eral Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  deposited  S100.000  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
»  security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact 
the  usual  busiuess  of  Life  Insurance  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  security  and 
stability. 

Policies  grunted  with  or  without  participation 
in  profits. 

DIRECTORS  : 
Erastus  Lyraan,  Henry  Dean. 

Isaac  Hendricks, 
Henry  Dubois, 
M.  Hopper  Mott, 
I/irain  Freeman, 
Henry  Lefman, 
Hon.  W.  Wright, 
John  M'Chain, 
John  Denham, 
J.  W.  Howe, 
John  A.  Gunn, 
W.  E.  Smith,  Jr. 
William  Winslow, 
Concklin  L.  Martin, 
A.  Bridgeman. 
George  M.  Vannort, 
Henry  I).  Crane, 
Charles  O.  Richardson, 
John  S.  Meyer, 
Edward  Coles, 
Henry  B.  Bolster, 
James  M.  Chapman, 


Joseph  W.  Savage, 
John  B.  Kitching, 
lames  S.  Gibbons, 
iarret  II.  Striker,  Jr. 
saac  Kip,  Jr. 
ierrc  C.  Kane, 
William  Charters. 
Mark  Cornell. 
C.  Wheeler, 
H.  Homer, 
ii.  F.  Mauierrc. 
Cummings  H.  Tucker 
Richard  H.  Bull, 
Anthony  Thornton, 
Robert  Ayres, 
Jen.  Elijah  Ward. 
William  A.  Wheeler. 
Vbel  Thompson. 
'  R.  Howell, 
William  W.  Cornell. 
James  R.  Del  Vecchio. 

James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN,  President. 
STFTHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 
RICHARD  H.  BUIX,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  I). ,  Medical  Examiner,  852 
Broadway- 


COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER 

JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE, 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sts.,  N.  Y. 

THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having  en- 
larged their  building,  have  appropriated  a  portion 
of  it  for  a  general 

mmi  &  sm  miwnm  ©mm. 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A. 
Hall,  John  G.  Clayton  and  James  H.  Clayto.v, 
under  the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 


With  a  large  stock  of  entirely  new  Type,  an 
ample  equipment  of  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
approved  construction,  with  Steam  for  the 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say, 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  auy 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis- 
factory execution  of  all  work  which  may  be 
ntrusted  to  them. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print- 
ug  of  all  descriptions. 


